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CEAPTIR 1
INTRODUCT ION
I, THE FROBLYM

Statemsnt of the Prodlem

The purpose of this study was to determine tne Piblical theolozy

of New Tostament preaching with respect to content and character.

was it that the Apostles preached and how did they preach itt VWhat

What

WAS

Wpreaching" in the New Testament sense of the word? Becsuse there are

pany divergent opinlons and volumes on preaching which have poured out

of the pudblishing houses in this twentieth century, the svihar was

emazed that few have come to grips with snswering these quest

& realistic and compiete way.

Justificetion ef the Probdlen

The content sand character of New Testament preaching

tant historically. Villiarm H. P. Hatch has pointed sut that,

Ths historien of Wesbern civilization, whatever hisg e

beliefs and feelings may be, is obliged to gtudy and & 1
8 movement vhich, ¢ver & period of nearly two thouszed T
hazs provably aeffected that civilization more profoundly than

3
&ny other cingle force.~

The preachins of the New Tesicaent messsge hag 1eft its mark everyy

14412

Jnurnaﬂ a; B

E. P. Hatch, "The Primitive Christian Messa

izm
iplical Literature, Vol. 58, Pi. I (March, 1939

asa M
E:; 1
), v. 2.

fons in

here



in Western civilization.frOm art to the thoughts and actions of men.
Kow can anyone fully eppreciate Christianity without some knowledge of
the first preachers and their message? Mr. Hatch has well pointed out
thaet "no movement in history is intelligible without some knowledge of
its beginnipgs."z

The theologlen is also interested in the content and character
of New Testament preacﬁing. In order to understand the great doctrines
of Christienity and their imporfanCe. he must know what was contained
in the original Christian méssage. |

‘The average person is interested in knowing something about the
earliest phase of his religion. He then is in a2 position to better
evaluate such an expression as "thé post-Christian era".

Finally, the greatest reason for doing this study is the prezcher
himgelf. There is wanting & Biblical theolegy of preaching to justify
the emount of time the minister is called upcn to spend in Bible study.
The author, numbered among this group, hss had a personal interest in
knowinz whet the message of the New Testament preachers was and how

they delivered 1t. Of suoreme ilmportaznce waa the desire to know what

Christ intended vreaching to de.
I1. KETECD QF PRCOXDURE

The mathod of solution in Chapter II was to determine the con~
tent of ¥ew Testament preeaching by an investigation of the objects cf

the verd generally translated "preach" and an exawxination of the

2

Inid.



3
recorded sermons plus passages related to the content of preaching in
the New Testzment. |

Chapter III had the burden to find the more prominent character-
istics of NeQ Testament preaching by an overzll investigation of the
Ngw Testément with particular e&phasis upon those pass&ages using the
word generzlly translated "preach'.

~ Finally, in the summary the facts that have come to light in
the study were condensed andktabulated first, in respect to the.con-
tent of the Biblical theology of preaching and second, from the stand-

point of its character.
III. DEFINITION OF TERMS USED

For the sske of clarity, certain definitions will be given.

Biblical Theolegy. Dr. A. H. Strong in his Systematic Theolozy

gave the following definition of Biblical theology:

Biblical Theology aims to arrange and classify the facts of
revelation, confining itself to the Scriptures for its mate-
rial, and treating of doctirine only so far as it was developed
et the close of the apostclic age.

Preaching. "Preaching" refers to the rehearsal of "the story

of God's redeening action in Christ that this becomes a living reality

. onk

in the act of preaching.

_ 3Augustus Hopkins Strong, Systematic Theology (Philadelphia:
The Judson Press, 1907), b. U41.

uDonald G. Miller, The Wey To Bibliical Preaching (New York:
Abingdon Press, 1957), p». 14,




Content of Preesching. "The content of preaching" refers to the

actual message recorded as delivered by the preachers in the New Test-

ament.

Charascter of Preaching. "The character of preaching” refers to
the description of prominent traits and or characteristics displayed
by the preachers.

Objects of the Verbs Generaslly Translated "Preach'. "Objects of

the verbs generally translated 'preach'" fefers to what the Authorized
Version of the Bible has rendered zg the person, place, or thing of
the verdb "preach" in the New Testzment. This is not to imply that no
consideration has been given to EInglish versions and to the Greeg text

behind these trenslations.

Corroborating Passages. "Corroborating pessages" refers to

certain selected portions of the Pauline Zpistles which supporti the

content of preach{ng found in the Acts of the Apostles.
IV, DELIMITATION QF S5TUDY

Tnis study wes limited to using &s its bhasis the word trans-
lated "prezch" in the New Testament of the Authorized Version of 1611.

The Ncstle Gresk text snd The New Teztament In Four Versions were

— et

consulted, but "opreach" as found in the Authorized Version remained

-

the buris. This limitztion dictated omitting The Epistle of Jawmes,

o

The Generesl Epistle of Jude, The First, Second, and Third Epintles of

John, end The Revelation of Saint John The Divine,



It was not in the scope of this writing to give an extensive
study of the Pauline Epistles supporting the findings of the content

of the preaching in the Acts of the Apostles, but only to give certein

corroborating passages.

Ko attempt was made to project a distinction bvetwaen tesaching

and preaching in thé New Testament.



CEAFTER II
THE CONTENT OF PREACHING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
I. INTRODUCTION

Facing the issue of the content of the Gospel preached by the
Apostles, it 5ecomes necessary to go back in fime from the twentieth
century to the first, what is it that the Apostles are preaching?
What ere they ssying to thelpeople? The New Testament will.be the
gource material used to answer these questions on the content of the

preaching.

L lerge body 6f material cails for examination. The first
inquiry will be to determine the objects of the verbs generally trans-
lated "preach" in the New Testament. In addition te this, the sermons
in the Acts of the Apostles will be viewed along with corrodorating
evidence in the Pauline Epistles. Finally, an exploration of the

eontent of the Gospels, Hebrews, and Peter will be conducted.
1. THE ACT3 OF THE APQSTLZES

Ouvr study will be confined to the Acts of the Apostles ir this

section, In the Acts of the Apostles there are feour main words used

for the activity of Christian preaching.l

1F. I;. Coggan, The Ministry cf The Word (Lorden: The Canterbury
Press, 1845), p. 62. . ' :



Objects of the Verbs Generally Translated "Preach!

(i) Euaggelizo. In the papyri this verb is used of a slave coming
with news of a generalls victory.e In the New Testament it is used in
various ways, but the one pertinent to this study is the "mention of the
objects of the proclamation.“3 The meaning of euaggelizo is to "bring .
or aanounce good nex}ts.“h It will be necessary to list the references
1n order to look for the odjectes of this verb. The underscoring was
not in the original but added by the auxhof for clarity.

Acts 5:42 "And daily in the temple, and in every house, they
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ."

Acts 8:4 "Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every
where preaching the word." |

Acts 8:12 "But when they believed Philip preaching the things
concerning the kinzdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both me; and women."

Acts 8:3H "Theﬁ Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus."

Acts 8:40 "But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through

he nreachgg in all the cities, till he came %o Caesares.!

ZWilliam Barclay, A New Testament Wordbook (New York: Harper &
Brothers, n. d.), p. 42.

3william F. Arndt and P. Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon
of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicazo:
The University of. Cnicazo Press, 19570, De 317-

L
JIoid. The prefix eu imnlies that a goad message is the object.
Eence & verbnobje"t relatlonshiv is necesszTy to translate it, although
one word in the Greek. cf. eudokeo {tc give consent); eunoieo(to do good)
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Acts 10:36 "The word which God sent unto the children of Israel
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:)"

Acts 11:20 "And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene,
which, when they were come to Antioch spake unto the Grecians, preaching
the Lord Jesus."

Acts 14:15 “And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also
are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that.ye should
tura from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaVen; and
earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein:"

Acts 15:35 "Paul also and Barnabas continued in Antioch, teaching
and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also."

Acts 17:1€ "Then certain philosophers «f the Tpicureans, and of
the Stoice, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say?
other some, He ssemeth to be & setter forth of strange gods: because he
preached unto them‘Jesus. and the resurrection."

It can be seen.that in nine out of the ten occurrences given the
¢bjects or the content of the preaching is described. The passage in
chzpter eight and verse forty merely states that Philip preached in all
the cities, The results could be sumﬁ?rized as fellows: (1) Four of
the nine passages reveal the object to be Jesus in four variations:
Jesus (8:35), Jesus Christ (5:42), The Lord Jesvs {11:20), and Jesus
and,tge resurrection (17:18). (2) Two passages the object given of the
preaching iz the Word. It is spoken of as "the word" in 8:Y4 and as "the

vord of the Lord" in 15:35. (3) In the remaining three references hints
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are given as to the content. In 8:12 it is "the.kingdom of God, and
the name of Jesus Christ." WPreaching peaoe5 by Jesus Christ" is the
object in 10:36. Finelly, the reference in 14:15 yields the object to
be repentance, "thaf yo should turn from these vanities unte the living
God."

(2) Katagzello. The meaning of this word is to proclaim, announce,
or publish. It is used in the New Teétament to proclaim a thing or
person as an object.6 There aré six occurrences in the Book of the
Acts of the Apostles.

'Acts 4:2 "Being grieved that they taught the peoble, and
preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead."

Actse 13:5 "And when they were at Salauls, they preached tﬂe
word of God in the synzgogues ¢f the Jews: and they had alsc Jehr to
their minister,"

Acts 13:38 "Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren,
that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:!

Acts 15:36 "And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, let us
go egain and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached
the word ¢f the Lord, and see how they do."

Acts 17:13 "But when the Jews of Thessalonlica had knowledge that

Dwhat 1s this "peace?" cf. H. A. W. Meyer's comment that it is
"the whole Messisnic salvation" made kncwn through Christ to the children

of Israel (Acts, p. 212).

QArndt and Gingrich, op. cit., p. 410.
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the word of God was preached of Paul &t Berea, they ceme thither also,
and stirred up the people."

Acts 17:3 "Opening end alleging, that Christ must needs have
suffered, and risen sgain from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I
preach unto you, is Christ."

From these six references the following conclusions appearﬁ
(1) There is one reference with the simple object "Jesus" (17:3), that
He is the Christ. (2) One object is given as "the word of God" (17:13).
(3) Two references contain as their object the word preached (13:5,
15:36) "They preached the word of God" and "where we have preached the
word of the Lord." (4) One object is given as "the resurrection of the
dead." (5) Pinally, the remaining reference has as its object’erached
"the forgiveness of sins® (13:38). '

(3) ggggggé. This is the most common word in the New Testament
used to desgribe_%he act of prezching. It means to anncunce, to make
known, or to proclaim aloud publicly énd spread the.story vwidely. It
is used of proclamation that is religious in nature. I% is used of the
proclamation or preaching of the older provhets such as Elijah, ¥Elisha,
or Ezekiel, and of the contemporary vpreachers in the New Testament.7

Dr. Hunter gives the following definition: "io PROCLAIM with auvthority

to 211 and sundry a message with which one has been entrusted."8 Dr.

T1pid., p. L32.

8ircnibald M. Hunter, The Messaze of the New Testament (Phila-
delohia: The Westminster Press, 1904), p. ci.




Weatherspoon adds that it is a parable in one word:
Preaching is like a chosen herald of a king riding through
the realm summoning men to arms or proclaiming a victory,
announcing some new favor or demanding fresh tribute, spezsk-
ing boldlg and in the name of the King whatever word he has
recelved.

Our third word for preaching used in Acts of the Apostles occurs
elight times. Its general meaning is "to herald."

Acts 8:5 "Then Philip went dﬁwn to the city of Samariz, and
preached Christ unto them." =

Acts 9:20 "And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues,
that he is the Son of God." ' '

Acts 10:37 "That word, I say, ye know, wvhich was published
threoughout all Judea; and began from Galilee, after the beptism which
Jehn preached." |

Acts 10:42 "And he co@manded us to preach unto the people, and
tb iestify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the judge of
the quick and dezd."

Acts 15:21 "For Moses of 0ld time hath in every city them that
preach him, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day."

Acts 19:13V“Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exercistsr took

vpen them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord

Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Faul preacheth."

9Jesse Burten Weatherspoon, Sent Forth to Prsach (New York:
Harper & Brothers, 1954), p. 62.
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Lcts 20:25 "And now, behold, I know that ye e11, among whom I
have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more."

Acts 28:31 "Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those
things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no
man forbidding him."

0f these eight references only five are relevant to our purpese.
The other three have three differeﬁt objects. One has ne object
(10:42), one refers to the preaching of Johr the Baptist (10:37), and
one to preaching which found its center in Noses (15:21).

Three of the five relevant to éur purpose have as their object
the simple word "Christ" (8:5) or "Christ in the synagogues, that he
is the Son of God" (9:20), or else simply "Jesus" as in (19:13). The
two remeining references have "the kingdqm" (20:25 R.S5.V.) and "the
kingdom of God" (28:31).

(4) LaleS. The meaning of this fourth word is to "speak" and

. w10

thereby "assert, procleim, say something. Dr. Ceggan made the

following observation:

It is vsed freguently in the straightforward sense of "speak-
ind or "talking", and is itself sufgestive of the informality
of the early Christian preaching.l

In all of the following passages where a fora of laleb is used the

Autherized Version translated it a form of nreacﬁ, vhile Dr. Marshall

10, rndt and Gingrich, op. cit., p. L6k,

16oggan, op. cit., p. 63.
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trenslated it a form of the word Egggg.le It 1s more correct to take
the meaning in the simple sense of speaking and talking.

Acts 8:25 "And they, when they had testified and preached the
word of the lLord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in
many villages of the Sameritans.! The second occurrence of "preached"
i eusggelizo.

- Acts 11:19 "Now they which wére scattered abroad upon the.pern
gsecution that érqse about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and
Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unte the Jews
only." ‘

Acts 13:42 "And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue,
the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached o ther the
next sebbath.

Acts 14:25 "And when they had preached the word in Perga, they
went down into Attalias!

Acts 16:6 "Now when they had gone throughout Phrygiz znd the
reglon of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the
word in Asia M

Oﬁe occurrence (13:42) throws no light on our study of tha
objects of the verb translated vreached. Of the other four passages

the object is "the word" or "the word of the Lord" (8:2%; 11:19; 1h:25;

22\ arshall, Alfred, The Interlinesr Greek-English New Testament
(London: Saruel Basgster and Sons Limited, 1958), pp. 499, 516, 526,
531, 538. .




1k
16:6).

Svmmary

The evidence presented on the objects of the vervs generally
translated "preach" in the Book of Acts has indicated that:

(1) The moét favorite way of giving the coentent of the preach-
ing in the Acts of the Apostles was by the phrase "the word". The
description Yof the Lord" or "of God" was used to describe what kind
of word was preached. Thus it is suggestive that the preaching of Acts
wes the word which came from God, not Just sbout Him.

(2) An ecually povular way of stating the object of the preach-
inz in the Acts of the Apostles was to give the nsme "Jesus". Sometimes
1% was elaborated on es "Jesus Christ" or "the Son of God". This was
& simple center for New Testament preaching, yet profound when taken
in itg entirety oé meaning.

(3) The connection between "Tesus" and "the word" was very
close. See Acts U:1-M where the conteit indicates that "preached
throvgh Jesus the resurrection from the dead" and "many which heard the
word" wes one and the same thing.

Acts 10:26 states "The word which God sent unto the children of
Isrsel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ." Here Peter's definition of
the‘word equals peace by Jesus Christ, Finélly,Acts 19:10 includes the
phrese "all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus."

(4) Taking the other objects all together in a third group,
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they become extensicns of the first two. VWhen the Kingdom of God was
preached it was because Christ had taught it. When they preached

Wpeacet or "forgiveness of sins" it was done through Jesus.

Exemination of the Sermons in The Acts of the Apostles

Thisg gxamination of the sermons in the Acts of the Apostles to
deterﬁine the content of preaching is done with the assumption that
these sermons are not complete discourses but often a summary form.
They are, nevertheless, points which the speakers originally gave.

(1) Peter on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1U4-U0) saw a fulfill-
ment of 013 Testament prophecy. Verse 16 states, "This is that which
wvas spoken bty the prophet Joel." In effect Peter was saying that what
was taking place on that day was what they had read in their own
‘Seriptures. He concluded by stating that God had made this Jesus whom
they knew 2bout both Lord and Christ.

The Jewish 1dea of the Mesgiah was gleaned from their own Qld
Testement Scriptures. Dr. Coggan quoted Sir Edwin Hoskyns as stating
~ that the early preachers!' idea of the Messizh was "smelted and sublimed
from the ore of the 014 Testament Scrigﬁal:z;'es.“:!3 Th= first emphasis
then of the bedy of the sermon by Peter on Pentecest was on the fulfill-
ment of the (1d Testament proclamation ¢f the coming Messiash, A study

of the other sermons in the Acts of the Apesties will 21so reveal this,

1300ggan. oo. cit., p. 66.
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since Peler's sermon was taken as an example.

(2) The second cmphasis of the sermons in the Acts of the Apostles
was a reference to the earthly'life of Jesus as evidence that He was the
promised Messiah, Although they were not concerned to dwell on it,
mention was made of the words of Jesus in Acts 20:35 "... remember the
words of the ILord Jesus, how he szid, It is more blessed to give than
to reéeive." Mention wes &lso made of the works and wonders of Jesus
where Peter said thai Jesus of Nazareth was "a man approved of God among
.you.by niracles and wonders and signs" (Acts 2:22). Peter explained
ancient prophecy and ended up by stating "unto you first God, having.
raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every
one of you from his iniquities" (Acts 3:26).

Reference is made to the fect tha£ Jesus went about dolng good:
"How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoest and with power:
who went sbout doing gocd, and healing ali that were oppressed of the
devil:; for God was with him" (Acté 10:38).

‘It cen be seen from these few references although thin and sparse
that there was emphasis in the sermons contained within the Acts of the
Apostles on the earthly life of Jesus. These early preachers vere not
in igrersrnce concerning it'..l)4

(3) While there was an emphasis upon Jesus' life in the sermons

found in the Acts of the Apostles, there wes alsc emphasis wuoon His

th. 0. Bristol, "Primitive Christian Preaching and the Vpistle
to the Hebrews." Journal of Biblical Literature. Vol. 68, Pt. 11 (June,

9)»‘
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death. These early preachers saw it not as a tragedy but as a triumph
containing the hand of God. It is recorded in Acts 2:23, "Him, being
delivered wo by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain." Again it
is written, "For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined
before to be done" (Acts 4:28),

To adeguately present the eérly preacher's interpretation of the
death of Christ youldAtake us inte anotger area far beyond the scope
of this monogravh. However, they recognized the vicarious aspect.
Consider where Paul stated, "feed the-church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). Note the words of Philip
in expleining the good news of Jesus unto the Zthiopian eunuch who was
puzzled over Isaziah 53, "Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the
same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus" (Acts 8:35). Read Peter's
ennouncement of "remission of sins" through the name of Jesus in the
tenth chapter and verse forty-three. The same thought is also seen in
13:38 where the same phrase occurs.

(4) The fourth emphasis the author found in the sermons in the
Acts of the Apostles was uvon the resurrecticen and exaltation of Christ.
These concepts are to be tazken together. C. H. Dodd has pointed cut

15

that they go together 1in an eschatolegical setting. References will

5. =. Dodd, The Apostolic Preaching and Its Develcoment (London:
Hodder & Stoughton Limited, 1937/, p. %#7. The author has interpreted Dodd
to mean that the early preaching was proclaimed with the conviction that
the world was under judgment (Acts 10:42, 17:31).
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be given first for the resurrection and second for the exaltation of
Christ. |

Acts 2: 2L-27, R. S. V., "But God raised him up, having loosed
thé pangs of death, because it was not possidle for him to be held by it.
For David séys cencerning him,

'I saw the Lord‘always before me,

for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover my flesh will dwell in hope.'*

Acts 3:15v"... God hafh raised from the dead; whereof4we are
witnesses."

Acts B4:10 "... Jesus of Naéareth, whom ye crucified, whom God
raised from the dezd ..." |

Acts 13:30 "But God raised him frem the dead."”

Lcts 17:31 "Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will
Judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;
whereof he hath given assurence unto &ll men, in that he hath raised him
from the dead."

The references to the exaltation of Christ are as follows:

Acts 2:33, 36, "Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted

God hath made that same Jesus, vwhom ye have crucified, both Lord and

Christ.®

Acts 3:13, %.,. the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son
Jeéus -

Acts B:11, ¥. E. B., "This Jesus is the stone rejected by the

builders which has beceme the keystone--"
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Acts 5:31, R. S. V., "God exalted him at his right hand as Leader
and Sevior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.!

Acts 22:8 "And I answered, Who art thou.:Lord? And he said unto
me, I an Jesus of Nézareth, whom thcu persecutest."

Both concepts, the resurrection and the exaltation qf Jesus Christ,
gé together in an eschatological setting. C. H. Dodd stressed that the
Messianic Age will shortly reach its consumation in the return of Chris£.16
At that time Christ will come aéain ag both Saviour and Judg;:A

Whom heaven must receive‘until the time for establishing all
that God spake by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old
(Acts 3:21, R. S. V.).

And he commanded us to preach to the people, and %o testify
that he is ths one ordained by God to be Jjudge of the living .
and the dead (Acts 10:42, R. s. V.).

(5) The fifth emphasis found in the sermons is repentance as
seen from six references.

Acts 2:38 "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ forAthe‘remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is
unte you, and to your children, and to all that are far off, even as
many as the Lord our Ged shall call."

Acts 3:19, 25-25, N. E. B., "Repent then and turn to God, so that
your sinsg may be wi?ed out ... 'you are the helrs of the propheis: you

are within the covenant which God made with your fsthers., when he said

to Abrazham, "And in your offspring all the families on earth shall find

1pi4., p. he.
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blessing." when God raised up his Servant, he sent him to you first,
to bring you bdlessing by turning every one of you from your wicked ways.!'!

Acts 5:31, R. S. V., "God exalted him at his right hand as Leader
and Savior, to give repentance to Israel end forgiveness of sins."

Acts10:U43, R. 5. V., "To him all éhe prophets bear witness that
every one vwho believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name . " | |

Acts 20&2; "Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks,
repentance toward God, and faith toward.our Lord Jesus Christ."

Acts 26:20 "But shewed first u£to them of Damascus, and at
Jerusalem, and throughcut all the coasts of Judea, and then to the
Gentiles, that they sheuld repent and turn to God, and do works meet
for repentance.Y

Importance is added to this perticular emphasis if it be remem-
bered that repentance is thought of as a reorientation of the whole
person from & center made up of self to one of Christ.

In bringing this section to a closs, it was observed thaet at
least two of the five emphases discussed are contained in Pzul's sermon
on Mars Hill. Verses 30 and 31 are pertinent tc our subject, and they
read, "And the times of this ignorance God winked at; dbut now commandeth
all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a dsy, in the which
he will judge the world in righiteousness by that men whom he hath ordained;
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised hinm

17

from the deasd.®

17At least five outstanding characteristics can be lifted out-of
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The foﬁrth emphasis upon Christ's resurresction is proclaiued in
verse 31, "he hath raised him from therdead.“ Trere can be no doubt
that his audience understood this to be his emphasie becavse of whst
followed: "When they heard about the raising of the dead, some scoffed;
and others said, 'We will hear you on this subject some other time'"
(Acts 17:32, N. E. B.). The fifth emphasis, rcpentance, is contained

in verse 30, “now commandeth all men every where to repent.”

Summary

[CSNINTESINI - S0

The evidence presented on the éxa%inaticn of the sermons in the
Acts of the Apostles has indicateq taat:

(1) Peter began his scrmon on the Day of Pentecest by announcing
fulfiliment of 01d Testament prophecy ccnnected with the woerk of Jesus
Christ as the Jewlsh Messiah. |

(2) Included in the sermons from the Acts of the Apostles wes
emphasls upon the earthly life of Jesus.

(3) These sermons contained the preoclamation. of the death of
Jesus &s being in the determinate couasel of God.

(4) The resurrection ¢f Jesus Christ was preached, and added to
this was Fis exaltation.

. {5) Repentance was an essential ingredient of the sarmons in the

Acts of the Apostles.

this sermon which have their roots deep within the 01d Testament. 1)’
God of creation, v. 2U. 2) The goodness of that Ged, v. 25. 3) The unity
of the human race, v. 26. 4) Day of judgment, v. 30. 5) Resurrection.



IT1I. THE PAULINE EPISTLES

An extremely important source on the Biblical theology of preaching
i1s the Pauline ZEpistles. The procedure will be to deterrine the objects
of the verbs generally translated "preach" and to examine certain cor-
roborating passages which support the content of preaching in the Acts

of the Apostles.

Objects of the Verbs Generally Translated "Preach!

In the Pauline Epistles there areuthree main - verbs used for the
activity of preaching. Since all thre; words have been defined in
chapter two, it will not be necessary to give their meanlng egain. The
underscoring was not in the original but added by the sauthor for emphasis,

(1) Bumggelizo. There ere twenty cccurrences of this word.

Romans 1:15 "So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the
gospel to you that are at Rome also."

Romans 10:15 "And how shall they preach, except they be sent?
as it i{s written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!"

Romans 15:20 "Yea, so have I strived to presch the gospel, not
" where Christ was named, lest I should build upon snother man's foundation."

1 Corinthians 1:17 "For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to
éggggg the gospel ...M"

I Corinthians 9:16 "For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing

to glory of: for necessity 1s laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I
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preach not the gospel !

I Corinthiens 9:18 "wWhat is my reward then? Verily that, when
I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Chrlst without charge ..."

I Corinthians 15:1 "Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the
gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and
wherein ye stand.!

I Corinthians 15:2 "By which 2lse ye are saved, if ye keep in
memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain,"

II Corintﬁians 10:16 "po preach the gospel in the regions beyond
you ..." o

11 Corinthians 11:7 "... because I have preached to you the
gospel of God freelyih

Gzlatians 1:8 "Buf though we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other gospel unto you than that which we have preachsd unto you,
let him be sccursed.!

Galatians 1:9 "... If any men preach any other gosvel unto you
than thai which ye have received ...H

Gzlatianel;ll "But I certify you brethren, that the gospel
which wes preached of me is not efter man.!

Galatians 1:15 "To reveal his Son in me, that I might gfégﬁé hin
among the heathen ..."

Galatians 1:23 ",.. That he which persecuted us in times past now
preacheth the faith which once he destroyed."

Galatisns 4:13 "Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I
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preached the gospel unto you at the first.!

Ephesians 2:17 "And came and preached peace to you which were
afar off, and to them thet were nigh."

Ephesians 3:8 "Unto me, who em less than the least of all saints,
ig this grace given, that I should EEEéEE among the Gentiles the unsearch-
able riches of Christ.t

In nineteen out of the twenty bccurrences glven the object is
described. The passage in I_Corinthians 15:2 states that they must
keep in memory what was preached unto them. The results could be sum-
marizeé as follows: (1) Fifteen of the twenty occcurrences have the object
Wgospel? or & variation such és "gospel of peace (Rom. 10:15) or “ggspel
of God" (2 Cor. 11:7). (2) One has the object "Son® (Gz1. 1:16).. (3)
One has the object "the faith" (Gal. 1:23). (4) One has the object
Upeace' (¥ph. 2:17). (5) Finally, the reference in Ephesisns 3:% yields
the object "riches of Christ".

(2) g%ﬁ%é%&lié' There are four referencés iﬁcluding this Greek
verd in the Pauline Epistles. |

I Corinthiens 9:1l "Even sd hath the Lord ordained that they
vhich preach the gospel chovld live of the gospel."

Pnilippians 1:16 "The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely.
supposing to add affliction to my bonds.V

Philipplans 1:18 "What then? not&ithstanding. every vway, whether
in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice,

yea, and will rejcice."
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Colossiéns 1:28 "whom we preach, wafning every man, and teaching
every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man pverfect in Christ
Jesus."

From these references the following conclusions can be drawns
(1) Theré 1s one reference with the object "gosvel" (I Cor. 9:1l).

(2) Two references show the object to be "Christ' (Phil. 1:16, 1:18).
(3) In the last reference the objecﬁ is not given, but the implication
from the previous verse is "Christ in you" (Col. 1:27,28).

(3) KErussé. There are nineteen occurrences of this word in the
Pauline Fplstles.

Romans 2:21 "... thou that preachest a man should not stesl,
dost thoﬁ steal?" o

Romans 10:8 ®... The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and
in thy heart: that is the word of faith.>which we preach.”

Romans 10:1% "... and how shall they hear without 2 preacher?"

Romans 10:15 "And how shall they preach, except they be sent?!

I Corinthians 1;23 "But we preach Christ crucified, unto the
Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness,

I Corinthians §:27 "But I keep under my body, and bring it into
subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to otheis. I
myself ghould be & castawey.!

I Corintuians 15:11 "Therefore whether it were I or they, so we
preach, axnd so ye believed."

I Corinthians 15:12 "NYow if Christ be preached that he rose from

the dead ..."
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II Corinthians 1:19 "For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was
Breached'among you by us ...

11 Corinthiahs L:5 "For what we preach is not ourselves, but
Jesus Christ azs Lord, with surselves as your servants for Jesus' seke'
(R. S. V.).

IT Corinthians 11:4 "For if he that cometh preacheth anothér
Jesus, whom we have not preached ..."

Galatians 2:2 "And I went up by reQelation. and communicated
unto them that gospel which I presch among the Gentiles ..."

Galztians 5:11 "And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcisioen,
vhy do I yt suffer persecution? then is the offence of the cross
cezsed.” |

Philippians 1:15 "Some indeed prezch Chris{ even of eavy and
strife; and some also of good wili:"

Galossiamsil:Zj "If ye continue in the feith grounded and set-
tled, and be not mo%éd away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have
hearc, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven;
vherecof I Pavl am mede a ministery!

I Thessalonians 2:9 "For ye remember, brethren, our labour and
treveil: for labouring night a2nd day, because we would not be charge-
able vate any of you, we prezched vnto you the gospel of God."

I Timothy 3:16 "And without controveisy great is the nystery of
godliness: God was manifest in the flecgh, justified iﬁ the Spirit, seen

of engels, Ereached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world,
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received up into glory."

II Timothy u:2 "Preach the word; be instant in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine."

Of these nineteen cccurrences only thirteen are relevant to our
purpose. The other six either have no object or do not apply to our
discussion (Rom. 2:21, 10:1l4, 10:15; I Cor. 9:27, 15:11; Gal. 5:11).

Eight of the thirteen occurrences of gérussa relevant to owr
purpose have to do with "Jesus Cﬁrist“ as the object of the verd or
& variation. I Corinthians 1:23 has "Christ crucified", 15:12 has
Christ-risen from the dead, 1II Corinthians 1:19 has "Son of God, Jesus
Christ", and 4:5 has "Jesus Christ ‘&s Lord" (R. S. V.). Both occur-
rences of the verdb in II Corinthimns 11:4 have Jesus as their objéct.
The reference in I Timothy 3:16 has "God" which is translated "He" in
.the Revlsed Standard Version, and the implication is to Christ. The
eighth reference is simﬁly to UYChristh.

The remaining five references give as their oﬁjects "the word of
fzith" (Rom. 10:8), "that gospel® (Gal. 2:2), "hope of the gospel
(Col. 1:23), "gosvel of God" (I Thess. 2:9), and "the word" (II Tim.

4:2).

The evidence presented on the objects of the verbs generally
trenslated "preach" in the Pauline Eplstles has indicated that;

(1) The most frequent way of giving the content of the preachiag.
in the Pauline Epistles was by the word "gospel". The description "of

God" or "of peace" was used %o describe what kind of gospel wes preached.
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(2) The next most frequent occurrence of stating the object of
the preaching in the Peuline Epistles wes to give the name "Christ'.
Sometimes the fuller neme “"Jesus Christ" or just "Jesus" was used. The

phrase "crucified" and "as Lord" tell in what manner Christ was preached.

ég‘Examinatibn of the Content of Corroborating Passages

The first passage is Romans 1:1-5 "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,
called to be an apostle, separated unto thg gospel of God, (which he had
promisedvafore by his prophets in the holy scriptures)", verses 1 and 2.
Tre emphasis in these two verses is upon fulfillment of the 01d Testament
proclamation of the Messiah hearkening back to the promises given long
ago by the prophets in the holy scriptures. The idea is this, that this
gospel spoken of by-Paul had been announced beforehand in the 0ld Testa-
ment throﬁgh the prophets. Now the fulfiliment has come in Jesus Christ,
the Messiah, of whom Paul is His servant.

Continuing with verse 3 which states: "Concerning his Son Jesus
Christ our lord, which-was made of the seed of David according to the
flesh." This verse emphasizes the earthly life of Jesus.

Verse U states: "And declared to be the Son of God with power
sccording te the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead."
Both the death, resurrection and exaliation of Christ are present in
this verse.

The second passzge to bé considered in the Pzuline Zpistles is
1 Corinthians 15:3, U: "For I delivered unto you first of all that which

I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the
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Seriptures: and that he was buried, &nd that He rose again the third
dey according to the Scriptures."

The phrase "according to the Scriptures" needs to be tzken in
the light of Isaizh §3. Jesus shows his death in Luke 22:37 &g fulfill-
ment of Scripture, "For the Scripture sazys, 'and he was counted among
the outlavs,' and these words, I tell you, must find fulfillment ih me:
indeed all that is written of me is being fulfilled." (N.E.B.) It is
indicated here that Paul is referring to fﬁlfillment of the Q14 Testament
idea of the Messish in Cﬁrist.

Christ's death and resurrection are both present. His death is
found in the phrese "Christ died for our sins." His resurrection_is
seen in the &cceount just given of how "he wag buried" and that "he rose
again the third day."

The third passege is I Corinthains 1:18 "Por the preaching of
the cross is to thém that perish, foolishness; but unto us vhich are
saved, it is the poﬁef of God." Here’the emphasis is upon the death of
Christ. The phrase "the word of the Cross" carries a potent message.
Dr. Coggan remarked concerning this phrase: |

Py it, £t. Paul means, not the word which he sseks to preach
about the Cross, dbut the word which the Crosslgtself ever
preaches, its own self-aunthenticating Gospel.

Galatians B:i emphasizes the crucified Christ as being the con-

tent of Paul's preaching. It is recorded as follows: Y0 foolish

1g00ggan, é_}_ﬁ_. cit., p. 68.
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Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was
publicly vortreyed as crucified?" {R. S. V.) As a result of the
Apostle's preaching, the Galatians had Jesus Christ vlacarded and .
posted up before their very eyes as crucified.ld Luther is said to
hgve pafaphrased this passage from Galetians 3:1 in the following man-
ner: "There is no painter who with his colours can so lively set out
Christ unto you as I have painted Him by my preach:ln,g.“20

Another reference to the content of preaching in the Pauline
Epistles is Romans Y4;2L4, 25 "But for us alsc, to whom it shall be im-
puted.Aif we velieve on him that raiséd up Jesus our Lord from the
dead: Who was delivered for our'oﬁfences. and was raised again for our
Justification.t | ‘

The death &nd resurrection of Christ is emphasized with the
concept of death for sinsvand the idea of justification. There is also
the 1mplicati§n of fulfillment of the Messiah in Christ with the use
of the verd "was delivered" (Isaiah 53:12). | |

The next reference is Romans 8:34 "Who is he that condemneth?

It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at
tze right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." The con-

tent contains: (1) Christ Jesus is the one who died, {2) He was raised

19Archibald Thomas Robertson, Word Pictures 35 the New Testament
(Nashville: Broadman Press, 1930), Vel IV, p. 291.

20

Cogzan, op. cit., p. 70.
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from the dead, (3) He is exalted at the right hand of God, and (&) He
makes ihterceséion for us.

The next passage is Romans 10:Q "That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shelt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dezd, thou shalt be seved." The preceding
verse is important: "But what saith lt? The word 1s nigh thee, even
in thj mouth; and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we
preach." The "word of faith" vhich was preached by Paul and his associ-
ates was a message of faith., Paul gives two pillars of the gospel
message; man must believe that Jesus was raised from the dead and cohfess
Him as Lord. The two pillars are the resurrection and the Lordship of
Christ,

Angther reference is.fcpnd in I Tﬁessalonians 1:9, 10, "For they
.themselves shew of us what mamner of entering in we had unto you, and
how ye turped to God from idols to serve ﬁhe living and true God; And
to wait for his Son from heazven, whom he raiséd from the dead, even Jesus,
which delivered us from the wrath to come." The content can be summa-
rized: (1) Paul was alive with the hope of the second coming of Christ.
(2) Paul witnessed to the fact of the resurrection of Jesus from the
dead. (3) Paul alluded to the Judgment déy with the phrase "wrath to
come.”21 |

In close connection with the above teaching on the return of

Christ, it should be noted that the expectation of His comlng was central

2lpobertson, oo. cit., p. 1k..
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in both of the Thessalonian Epistles especially I Thessalonians 1:9-10.
The expebtation of the Lord's coming is closely related to belief in
the resurrection and in fact is‘derived from 1t. This expectation is
not everywhere 80 strikingly placed as it is in the Thessalonian letters.
A text which expressed the seme truth is Colossions 1:27 in a different
form with the phrase "Christ in you, the hope of glory" (cf. also Titus
3:7).2 |

One item remains in which great emphasis 1s given to the Lord-

ship of Christ. This can be seen from a number of references in the
23

-

Pauline Epictles dbut II Cor. 4:5 points to the preaching in partiéulaf.
It states, "For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord ..." (R. 8. V.). Another reference emphasizing the lordship of
Chrie¢t is Romans 10:9, "If you confess wifh your lips that Jesus is Lord
‘and believe in your heart that God railsed him from the dead, you will be
saved" (R. S. V.). The same constructicen is given in Philippians 2:11,

"And that every tongue should conféss that Jesus Christ is Iord, to the

glory of God the Father."

Summary

e ——a i iy

The evidence presented on the examination of the content of

representative passages in the Pauline Epistles has indicated that;

22J. Kahrann, C8SR, The Bible on Preaching of the ¥Word (De Pere,
Wisconsin: St. Norbert Abbey Press, 1965), p. 82.

23cf. (I Cor. 12:3, 1:2, 8:6, 16:22; Col. 2:6; Phil, 2:6-11).
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(1) Stress was placed woon the fulfillment of the 0ld Testament
proclamation of the Messiah in Jesus Christ.

(2) Mention was made of the earthly life of Jesus as coning from
the Davidic line.

(3) The most favorite content of these Pauline passages wes
concerning the death, resurrection znd exaltation of Jesus. A descrip-~
tive phrase was occasionally added t§ give meaning to His death such as
"3elivered for oﬁr'offences" or "raised for our justification" (Rom. 4:25).

(4) Reference was made to the inte?cession of Christ.

(5) The Lordship of Christ was éroclaimed.

(6) The second coming of Christ was taught.

(7) 4n sliusion to the judgment was given.

Iv. THE GOSPELS

Content of Preaching in General

The Gospel of Mark opened with the fulfillment of prophecy, “As
i$ is written in Isaiah the prophet, 'Behold, I send my messenger befcre
thy face, who shall prepare thy way'" (Mark 1:2, R. S. V.). Next in the
order of events in the Gospel of Mark came John preaching a baptism of
repentance (1:4) and the coming of Christ (1:7). Key phrases were "preach
the baptism of repentance" and "cometh one mighter than I." After John
was arrested, Jesus preached "the gospel of the kingdom of God" with the
admonition to "repent" and "believe the gospel" (Mark 1:14, 15).

The twelwve disciples were sent out to preach "that men should repent!
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(Merk 6:12). An act of love is connected with the next occurrence of
preaching. Jesus replied, "Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be
spoken of for a memorial of her" (Mark 14:9).

From chapter 1 to 8:30 of the Gospel of Mark the content was
concerned with Jesus as one who ceme to minister. The remainder of the
Gocpel of Mark records Jesus! passion. The expanded emphasis given to
the passion of Christ corresponds fo the prominent place afforded the
creoss in the Acts of the Apostles and the Pauline Epistles. The Gospel
of Mark related another idea common t¢ the Acts of the Apostles and the
Pauline Epistles. It was the resurrection of Jesus., After His resur-
rection appearance He gave inétructions to proclain the gospel in all
the world to everyone (Mark 16:15); Verse 20 of Mark 16 recorded, “they
vent forth, and preached every where. !

Tew materlal in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke introduce the
Davidic line of Jesus. The gensalogies serve to testify to this fact.
Anolher elemxent 1s the appeal to the fulfillment of the 01& Testamont
idea of the Messiah, especially so in the Gosuvel of Matthew.zu The
three Gospéls so fer seem %to yield the following presentation: (1) the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus was the fulfiliment of the 01d
Testament hope of the Messiah, and (2) He would be of the Davidic line.

Most certainly %the Fourth Gospel reflects its harmwony with the

Ehﬁunter. op. cit., p. 32.
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other three Gospels. It was established by Matthew, Mark, and Luke that
Jesus vas the Messish of the 01d Testament. In the Prologue of John's
Gospel is found the same truth. The Logos o the Word of God vhich was
the factor in creation, had been expressed through the prophets was
coning home to His people who did not receive Him as the Messish. After
this John records the baptism of Christ by John the Baptist. He then

unfolded the teaching of Jesus along with miracies by Jesus.

Content of Jesus' Preaching

The preaching ovaesus had an ethical demand and an eschatological
sanction.25 The ethical_demand was to repent, and the eschatological
sanction was the fact of the_Kingdém of God belng at hand (Matt. 4:17).
Repentance is understood to be & complete reorientaticon of the moral
_ dispogition. The Xingdom of God is mors &ifficult, and it has been the
objecf of much controvefsy. There can be found eiements of eschatological
dimension and also elements of non-eschatologicsal @agnitude.

An observation ¢f the meaning of the word "kingdom" in its originzl

milien may prove helpful. The Aramaic malkutha in Jewlish literature

-
26 In the Tergum of Onkelos Exodus 15:18,

always means "kingly rule".
“TPhe Lord shazll reign for ever and ever" is paraphrased thus, "His

2 . ,
malkuth stands for ever and ever.t 1 The phrase "to take the yoke of

25Robert H. Mounce, The Essential Nature of New Testament Preaching
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1960), p. 30.

261bid.. p. 33.

2T1vi4.
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the Kingdom of God upon oneself" meant to accept the Torazh as God's
revealed.will and recite daily the Shema (Deut. 6:l) plus acknowledge
God as Lord and King.gg In the Yew Tesiament, the nobleman of Luke 1§:
11-27 went into a far country to receive "kingly power" (R. S. V.).

Taylor in his Jesus and His Sacrifice, page 9§, concludes that in the

overvhelming majority of Jesus' sayings about the Kinzdom numbering
more ﬁhan fifty of the sixty references, "the thought is that of the
Reign or Rule of God."2o

Besides the linguistic evlidence, the history of the concept in
Hebrew thouzht reveals, &according to Dodd, that ¥'His kingly rule will
be manifested to the confusion of all evil.qis the burden of all proph-
ecy."C When Cirist proclaimed that the Kinzdom of God was at hand it
echoed the climactic culmination of the ngish expectation, and there-
fore had an eschatological idea. Yet, this expectaticn needed modifica-

tion. The imﬁbrtant thing, in any event,‘is vhat Jesus meant, not what

his'contemporariesVunderstood.

Sunmary

The evidence presented on the content ef presching in the Gospels

has indicated that:

(1) The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus was the fulfillment

of the 014 Testament hope of the Messiah.

28114,

———

291b14.

o —_a
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(2) The Messiah would be from the line of David.
'(3) Repentance played a significant part in the preaching of
Jesus and His disciples.

(4) Jesus was sent to proclaim spiritual deliverance.
V. PETER AND HEBREWS

| Peter's opening chapter dealt with fulfillment of 014 Testament
prophecies. A portien~gead: "This salvation was the theme which the
prophets pondered and explored ... foretelling the suvfferings in store
for Christ and the splendowrs to follow ... And now it has been openiy
announced %to you through preachers who brought you the Gospel in the
poﬁer of the Holy Spirit sent fromx heaven" (I Peter 1:10-22, N. E. B.).

For Peter the center of the Gospel is Jesus the Messiah, "Foras-

much -&s ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition frem
your fathers; But with the preciéus blood of Christ, as of a lamd with-
out blemish 2nd without spot" (I Peter 1:18, 19). Resurrection and
exaltation of Christ is taught in the third chapter, "Baptism, which
correspondé to this, now saves you, not as a renmovel of dirt from the
body but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience, throush the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven znd is at the right
hand of God, with angels, authorities, &nd powers subject to him" (I Peter
3:21, 22, R. S. V.).

The last judgment is taught in the fourth chapter, "Who shall
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give zccount to him that is ready te judge the quick and the dead. TFor
the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if |
1% first begin at us, what shail the end be of them that obgy not the
gospel of Godi" (I Peter 4:5,17)

In Hebrews the nete of fulfillment of propkecy rings out in the
first verse. God has spoken in the past in many ways but now in his
Sen. .The author is gathering up a basket of fulfiiled provhecies in
his cpening remarks. Warning is given in 2:3 over neglect of salvation.
As far as preaching was concerned the Gospel was preached unto them
(4:2). A promise of entering into God's rest was proclaimed (1:6).

Son of Mzn is mentioned in 2:6. Obedience to the Father was character-
1s£ic of Christ and was the determining factor (5:8, 10:7). His death
on the cross was to deal with sin (12:2..13:12). The resuvrrection of
Jesus from the dead and His exaltation is given in 13%:20, 1:3,13, 8&:1,

10:12, and 12:2.

Sunmary

The evidence presented on the content of preaching in Hebrews
and Peter has indicated that:

(1) 014 Testament prophecies found their fulfillment in the
coming of Christ, the Meséiah.

(2) Resurrection and exaltation of Christ is taughs.

(3) The last judzment is taught.

(k) A promise of entering into Goi's rest is proclaimed.



CHAPTER III
THZ CHARACTER OF NzZW TESTAMENT PREACHING
I. INTRODUCTION

Looking atlthe apostolic preaching from the standpeint of
activity rather than content, what are the more prominent character-
isticst There are certaiﬁ recognized symbols on every dollar b;ll
which are a guarantee to the holder that what he has is genuine. In
like manner there are certain characteristics by which the New Teétaé
ment preesching may be distinguished from thzt which is false. It is
the burden of this chapter to_find’out wnat those prominent character-
istice are. If these characteristics can be ascertained, will they
not ssrve as criteria for éll ﬁreaching iﬁ every age which seeks to go

under the neme Christian?
I1I. THE ACTS OF THE APQSTLES

(1) In preaching to Jewish audiences & polemic quality was
employed. Dialegomai occurs ten times in the Acts of the Apostles,
describing the activity of Saint Paul. It means tc discuss or to con-
duct & discussion which would likely end in disputations or controversies,1

It can also be used simply "to speak" or "preach" (Acts 18:4), Six of

1William F, Arndt and ¥. Wilbur Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexico&
of the New Testament and Other Rarly Christian Literature (Chicago:
The University of Chicage Press, 1957), p. 18k,




the ten occurrences have reference to Paul's work for Christ in the
Jewish synagogues.

Of particular insteance is Acts 17:2-3 because of the time in-
volved: "And Paul, as his manner wss, went in unto them, and three
sabbath days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures, Opvening and
alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from
the dead; and’that this Jesus, whom I preach unte you, is Christ."
Peul reasoned with them for thfee sabbath days. The.word is also used
(Acts 20:7,9) of Paul's preaching at Troas, and again of his defense
before Felix (Acts 24:25).

Paul confounded the Jews proving that Jesus was the Christ in
the ninth clapter and vefse twenty-two. In Corinth and Ephesus (Acts
18 and 19) the story is the géme. Toward the end of his career Faul
wes still trying to convince the Jews (Acts 28:23). When Jewish op-
pesition was involved, preaching became polemic. ifhus, preaching took
on the flavor of not just announcement of some historical event but
grguing, testifying. vleading, and proving bzceme parts of early
preaching.2 |

(2) The early preaching was dialogistic. Not only did dialeg~
2E§l have a polemic character, but it also meant "to converse with,

or discuss."3 Dr. Bruce Metzger in his Lexical Alds for Students of

Yew Testament Greek hazs rendered the English word "dialectic" as coming

2Ro’oer‘o H. Mounce, The Essential Nature 2£ New Testament Preach--
ing (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1960), ». 5b.

3arnat and Gingrich, loc. cit.
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fron dialggomai.u A dictionary definition of dielectics includes the

idea of a question and answer verlod, so as to determine the validity

of ideas presented.

Although our English word "dialect" comes from the Greek noun

dialektoé, Dr. G. Abbett-Smith in his Manusl Greek Lexicon of the New
Testament has indicated the éiﬂifftos was derived from or related to
dialegomai.5 The mezaning, then, of diaslegomai is enlarged to include
an exchange of ideas as 1ﬁ a dialogue as well as being polemic in
nature when one person does the talking.

On the occasion of Eutychus falling assleep during the Apostle
Paul'ts preaching as recorded in Acts 20:7-12, there is no indication

that polemics was employed. - Perhaps it was more discussion or lectur-

ing. Dr. ¥Williem Barclay in his commentury on The Acts of the Apostles

——— - Dok

wrote of this cccasion es follows, "We must not take it that Paul spoke,
as 1t vwere, even on. There would be talk and discussion but Eutychus
was exhausted.“6

Paul's preaching in Acts 20:7-12 was not related tc the evangel-~
ism of the Jews, but he was talking to believers. The New Testament

preaching, then, sometimes took on the character of discussion or

dialogue, and thus vecame dizlogistie.

uBruce M., Metzger, Lexical §E§§ fqﬁ Students of New Testement
Greek (Princeton: Bruce M. Metzger, 1655), D. .

5. Ktbott-Smith, A Manual Greek Lexicon of the New Testament
(Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1950), p. 109,

6William Barclay, The Acts of the Apostles (Philadelphia: The
Vestminster Press. 19%5), p. 103.
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(3) A third cheracteristic of New Testzment preaching was
apostolic, used by the author to mean a sense of divine commission.

The classical Greek use of the word apostle was of a naval expedition
or 2 ship ready for departure. In the New Testament the term is used
of one sent with a commission.! A divine commission was evident with
Peter's preaching when he stated that the risen Lord had commanded them
to préach to the people (Acts 10:42). 7This commissioning is noticeable_
also in Paul. God had chésen him for a special purpose (Acts 9:15).
This commission could be supplemented with guidance by the Spirit (Acts
11:12) and encouraged through subsequent visions (Acts 18:9«10).8 |

That Paul was true to his commission is evident from his work &t
Ephesus vhers he served the Lord "with 21l humility end with tears znd
with trizls" (Acts 20:19, R. S. V.). _Whét characterized Pavl was also
true of the early Church., They answered the threat of imprisonment by
"preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). Both thé Apostles and the New Testament
Churéh were conscious of a divine commissior.

(4) ©he early preaching was characterized by boldness. The noun,
‘parrhésia, is used both as "free uttersnce' and as "“courage, confidence,
boldness, and fearlessness."9

The early preachers in the Acts of the Apostles prayed for bold-

ness, "And now Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy

IArndt end Gingrich, op. cit., p. 99.
SMounce. loc. cit.

arndt and Gingrich, op. cit., pr. 635-636.
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servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word" (Acts 4:29).
They préyed for this boldness and there iz evidence that they were
richly endowed with it (Acts h£31.“And when they had prayed, the place
was sh&ken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.").
The Apostle Peter earlier on the Day of Pentecost had experienced this
boldne#s when he said, "Let me speak freely unto you® (Acts 2:29). It
was said of Paul as he spent his last days in Rome that he preached and
taught the things which concerned Christ with confidence (Acts 28:31).
It could be translated "with boldness" since it is the same Greek wofd.

The verd form, parrhesiazomail, is used to describe the preaching

in the Acts of the Apostles. -In Acts 9:27 it is stated of Paul that
%he had preszched boldly at Damascus" or i5 9:29 where "he spake bsldly
in the name of the Lord." Other references include 13:46 where "Paul
end Barnabas waxed bold", 14:3 where they Qere “speaking boldly", 18:26
where Apollos "begen to speak boldly“, and 19:8 where Paul again "spake
boldly". It was said in anothef vlace of the apostles concerning boldness
that they hzd so much it caused some to mearvel. The reference is 4:13,
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that
they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; asnd they took
knowledge ¢of them, that they had been with.Jesus.“ Boldness vas a
characteriétic mark of the preachers whose records we have in the Acts
of the Apostles.

(5) The New Testament preaching was elevated. This element of

elevation is seen in the Greek word, apophtheggomal, which means to
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speak forth or declare boldly and to declare with enthusiasm.lo Dr. A. T.

Robertson wrote of this verb as "used of eager, elevated, :impassioned
.utterance.“ll He continued by stating that Lucian used. it of a vessel

when it strikes a reef, Dr., H. A. W. Meyer commented on &pophtheggomai

as "a purposely chosen word for loud utterance in the elevated state of

12
:spirituzl gifts.h
References using this word are three in number. The underscoring

was not An the originsal. | ; ) R S AR
Acts 2:4 "And they were 2ll filled with the Holy Ghost, and began
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." |
cor ~Acts 2:1L “But Feter standing up with the eieven, lifted u» his
VOiée, and said unto them, Ye men of Judes, ani 2ll ye that dwell at
Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hcérken to my words."
¢, -« hcts 26:25 "But he seid, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but
speak forth the words of truth and soberness."

Not only were the Apostles elevated, but here they became prophets

in the 014 Testament sense. The word weas used "of the oracle-giver,

nl3

‘diviner, prophet, exorcist, and other 'inspired' persons.

101b1d., p. 101.

11Arch1bala Thomzs Robertson, Word Dicturea in the New Testament
(Nashvllle: Brosdman Press, 1930), Vol. II11, D. 22.

'12Heiﬁrich August Wilhelm Meyer, Critical and Zxegetical Handbook
1o the Acts of the Apostles (Few York: Funk & Wagnalls, 1289), p. Hl.

134rndt and Gingrich, loc. cit.



46
These men were full ¢f the Holy Spirit, and the implication is
that they were full of power in fulfillment of the promise of Jesus.

The Expositor's Greek Testament has & comment concerning Stephen in

chapter seven and verse fifty~five as follows:
In the nower of the Holy Ghost, with which Steohen is represented
as being full, as in life so in death, he saw (translation of
Greek, "the glory of God"), in which He had appeared to Abraham.15
The idez presented ig that Stephen's power was the power of the Holy
Spirit.

The reference to Paul showed the power he had when faced with an
emergenéy sitvation such as in Acts 13:C where he confronis Elymas the
sorcerer. Robertson wrote of this:

A special influx of power to meet this emergency. Here was

a cultured hesthen, typical of the best in Foman life, vho

called forth 211 the powers of Paul plus the specisgl help of

the Holy Spirit to expose the wickedness of Elymas Barjesus.l
Jesus had indeed fulfilled His premise and these oreachers were "endued
with vower from on high" which was the power resulting from being filled
with the Holy Spirit.

(7) The New Testzment preaching was hortatory. This character-
istic of the early preaching is taken from the Greek word parakalq§.

This word has the meaning of "to call to, to besseech, to exhort! and "to

1 2 oa )
confort" in common Greek usage. 7 In the New Testament it had the mean-

15y. Robertson Nicoll, ed., The Expositor's Greek Testament (Grand
RPapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1967), p. 201.

16

Robertson, op. cit., p. 16l.

17Gerhard Friedrich, ed.} Theologica1 Dictionary gf the New Testa-
ment (Grend Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1967), Vol. 5,

P. 113.
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ing of to cell to one's Side, exhort, entreat, comfort, encourage or
to conscle.18 It is used twenty-one times in the Acts of the Apostles.
It is distinguished from one asking for help, ard it is used for the
wooing preclamation of salvation in the Apostolic preaching.19
The first reference is Acts 2:40 where Luke descrites the preach-
iﬁg of Peter as "with many other words did he testify ard exhort.". (The
underscoring in these references is not in the original.) BRarnabas is
characterized in Acts 11:23 es "égégg}gg them all." He seemed to have
had 2 specizl gift for work like this, being called “"The son'of consola-
tion' (Acts U4:36). Paul was involved in exhortation. Speaking to recent
converts, Paul is characterized aé "Confirming the souls eof the discivies,

t is

[N

ard exhorting them to continue in éhe faith" (Acts 14:22). Alszo
reccrded that Paul exhorted the Mzcedonian brethren. In the twentietn
chapter there is much exhoriation. ILuke specifically states in Acts 2032
concerning Paul that "when he had gone over those perts and had given
them much exhortation, he came into Greece." There are places wvhere
Earakalg§ does not appear in the text but exhortation takes place. Paul
vas definitely exhorting the elders at Melitus when he sent to Ephesus
and called them down to hear him at the clese of his third missionary
tour (Acts 20:17-35). A. T. Robertson commenting on verse 31 stated:

"Pzul has concluded his defence of himself and his warning. Now he

exhorts on the basis of it (dio) because of which thing."20

18, rnat end Gingrich, op. cit., pp. 622-623.
19

“Friedrich, op. cit., ». 795.

2QRobertson, op. cit., ». 35k,
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Two other men are mentioned in Acts 15:32 as 5eing involved in exhorta-
tion: "And Judas and Silas, being provhets also themselves, exhorted
the brethren with many words, ané confirmed them."

The other sixteen references to EEEEEElié de not particularly
pertain fo hortatory preaching. But enough-evidence has been presented
to show that Peter, Barnabas, Judas and Silac, and Paul were involved
in a hbrtatofy ministry.

(8) Another characferistic of New Testament preaching was testi-
monial. The Greek word g§£§3£g§ means to bear witness or testify con-~
cerning someone or something.21 It was written of Peter on the Day of
Pentecost that "with many other words did he testify" (Acts 2:40).

Diemarturato is vsed here to mezn 2 solemn attestation or witness.

Perhaps more than just a witne§s is invol%ed here but it is a protest
against false views of those Peter was addressing. The same word is
used by Paul to characterize his own minisfry in his address to the
Ephesién elders at Miletus where it is recorded that he was "Testifying
both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks" (Acts 20:21).

After declaring his Roman citizenship and giving his defence in
chapters 22 and 23, Paul was caught in the great dissension that followed.
He was rescued by the soldlers and spent ﬁhe night in the castle for his
own protection., Paul needed confort, and ﬁhe Lord appezred to him that
night sayiﬁg, "Be of good cheer ... for as thou hast testified of me in

Jerusalem, 50 must thou bear witness also at Rome" (Acts 23:11). Here

@lprndt end Gingrich, op. cit., po. Ug3-lgh,

22Rovertson, oo. cit., p. 36.
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is approval of Paul's witness in Jerusalem and his method of testifying.
Before King Agrippa Paul characterized his ministry saying that
he had up to then been "witnessing both to small and great" (Acts 26:22).
This hearkens back to the office of bearing testimony to which Paul was
eppointed in Acts’9:l5. This same office is given the discivles of
Jesus: "and ye shall be witnesses" (Acts 1:8). Testimonial was character-

istic 6f New Testament preaching.

§ummary

The evidence presented on the nature of apostolic preachihg in
the Acts of the Avostles hag indicated that:

(1) In preaching ﬁo Jewlsh audiences a polemic quality was
employed. Jesus as the Chrisé was emphagized.

(2) In preaching to believers a dialogistic method was somctimes
used when not related to the e&angelism of the Jewé,

(3) New Testament presching in the Acts of the Apostles was
apostolic, It had é sense of divine commission. Man did not enter into
this ministry of his own sending. Only those who were commissioned by

God were the New Testament heralds.

+

(4) The early preaching was characterized by boldness. Out of
an inner compulsion came the New Testament witness in the face of
opposition and hardship. The New Testament preacher had a strong con-
fidence in the things concerning Christ which nothing daunted.

(%) The New Testement preaching was elevated. This elevation

hearkened back to the prophets in the 0ld Testament.
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(6) The.preaching in the Acts of the Apostles was powerful. That
is, it was Spirit-filled preaching which made it powerful. Christ in
fulfillment of His promise had endued them "with power frem on high."

To be filled with the Holy Spirit was to be filled with power.

(7) The New Testament preaching was hortatory. It encouraged
the believers to continue in the faith and scuzht to comfort them in
trials of affliction.

(8) Testimonial was characteristic of New Testament preaching.
The early preache;s gave their witness of Christ and protested against

false views of thewselves and Christ.
III. THEEZ PAULINE EPISTLES

(1) One of the prominent characteristics of New Testament
preaching found in the Pauline Bpistles wés 2 readiness to preach the
“gospel. Romans 1:15 states "So, as much as in me is, I em ready to
preachithe gospel to you that are at Rome also." The Greeck word,
prothumon, means "ready, willing, eager of the spirit". Here it is
used in the sense of "my eagerness", meaning the eazerness of the Apostle
Paul to preach the gOSpe1.23 Yot only was Paul ready, but he was gager.
It is taken in the sense not of gaining glory for himself or becsuse he
felt the Rouans would make better Christians, dbut it was because of his

‘'sense of obligation to make the gospel known to 211 people.

23

Arndt and Gingrich, op. ¢it., p. T13.
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(2) A second characteristic of NeQ Testament preaching found in
the Pauline Zpistles was apostolic. It is stated in Romans 10:15 "And
how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beauti-
ful are the feet of‘them that preach the gospel of veace, and bring gilad
tidings df good things!" Paul states here in a question form that it is
necessary to have é commission in order to vreach.

‘For Paul his authority to preach resided in his apostleship. He
had seen Christ and had been transformed by Him (I Cor. 951). Through
the testimony of such a man preaching could be conducted with powsr
which was the power of the Holy Spirit (I Thess. 1:5). To the Corinthians
he deélared that the words of his preaching are "not in the words which
man;s visdom teacheth, btut which the Holy Ghost teacheth ..." (I Cor. 2:
13). Paul's authority did not reside within his own skills as an orator,

“but ig the passinz on of whét ﬁe himself ﬁad received (I Cor., 15:3).
Paul's authority came as an apostle, "one who is sent",

Like the prcophets before him, Pavl had received an urgsnt call
to preach. He says he has been "entrusted with a commission" (I Cor.
9:17, R. S. V.). He cried out in the previous verse, "Necessity is
laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel" (I Cor. 9:16,

R. S. V.). He could declare to the Galatiéns "I must make it clear to
you, my friends, that the gospel you heard me preach is no human in-

vention, I did not take it over from &ny man; no man tauvght it me; I

2”V1ctor Paul Purnish, "Prophets, Apostles, and Preachers,"
Interpretation, Vol. 17, No. 1 (Jsnuary, 1963), pp. 54-55.
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recei§ed it through a revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal. 1:11-12, N. E. B.).
(3) A third characteristic of preaching in the Pauline Epistles
was & ploneer spirit, Paul states in Romans 15:19, 20 "... from Jeru-
salem and as far roﬁnd 2s Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of
Christ, ﬁhus making it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ -
has alreédy been named, lest I build on another man's foundation' (R. S. V.).
Paul particulérly sought to vreach in new reglons. He was called to be
an gpostle, not a pastor.
(4) Another characteristic of New Testament preaching found in
the Pauline Zpistles was reliance upon the power of God. The message
demanded feith, and thus it was necessary that it be devoid of worldly
wisdom, To dress up the message wés to rob it of its power. Paul stated,
"For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with
‘wisdog of words, lest the cfosg of Christ should be made of none effect
(I Cor. 1:17). Again he wrote, "And my speech and my preaching was not
with enticing words of man's wisdom, dbut in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power" (I Cor. 2:4). The purpose he also stated: "That your faith
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God" (I Cor. 2:5).
The thought running through Paul's mind seemed te be that where
the cross is preached human wisdom can no‘longer stand, and he is anxious
to show that he did not use any illicit_meéns in preaching the gospel
to the Corinthians, His words, however, had been accompanied with
Ydemonstration of the Spirit and of power." This was not Paul's per-
sonal power but the power of the Holy Spirit. Thus the truth of Paul's

preaching was witnessed to by God. He could make the claim "For our
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gospel came rot unto you in word only, dut also in power, and in the
Eoly Ghost, and in much essurance; as ye know whet manner of men we
were among you for your sake" (I Thess. 1:5).
Dr. Robertson made the following comment concerning Paul's
preaching;
Preaching was Paul's forte, but it was not as a pretentious
philosopher or professional rhetorician that Paul appeared
before the Corinthians (I Cor. 2:1-5). Some who followed
Apollos may have been gulilty of a fancy for exterral show,
though Apollos was not a mere performer and juggler with
words, But the Alexeandrian method es in Pnilo did run tg
_dialectic subtleties and luxuriant raetoric (Lightfoot). 5
(5) Mention ic made of a characteristic of Paul's preaching es
being self-control. In I Cor. 9:27 Paul states "I Pruise my own body
and meke it know its mester, for fesr that after vreaching to others
I should find myself rejected” (M. ®. B.). The word "bruise" means
’ - 2
to deliver & bdlow to that vart of the face which is under the eyes.
Paul is not engaged in a fight with himself but rather he keeps his
body iIn line. Just &s athletes keep their vody under contrel so Paul
does in order to live as a true Christian.27
This discipline was not arbitrery and self-inflicted, but it

was dictated by Paul's calling. He guards egainst a misuse of this

practice in the Colossian Epistle {2:23).

25Rovertson, op. cit., ». 76.

26F. W. Grosheide, Commentary on the First Zpistle to the Corinthiens

(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Gompany, 1853), p. 215.

2T1bid., p. 216.
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(6) Anéther characteristic of New Testément preaching fopnd in
the Pauline Zpistles was hortatory. This characteristic is teken from
parakaleo which has been defined in the previcus section. Zvery refefence
to perakeleo in the ivauline Epistles will not be dezlt with, but only
those characteristic of New Testezment preaching.

Altrough 1t is not explicitly stated that Psul preached in a
beseeching manner, he certainly wrote in one to the Corinthians: "Now
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as thoughiGod did beseech you by us:
we pray you in Chfist's stead, be ye reconciled to God" (II Corinthians
5:20). He continued in chapter 6 "We theh, as workers together with him,
beseech you also ..." (II Corinthians 6:1).

More specific is the characteristic of Paul's ministry in I Thes~
salonians 2:11, "As ye know howbwe exhorted and comforted and charged
every one of you, as a father doth his children." A. T. Rohertson wrote
of this verse that "the three participles give three phases of the minis-
ter's preaching (exhorting, encoursging or consoling, witnessing or

testifying)."28

Paul in writing to Timothy is careful to include exhortation in
his instructions to him. It is natural to assume that this was a charac-
teristic of Paul which he wished to pass along to Timothy. His instructions
vere to "Preach the word; be instant in séason, out of season; reprove,

rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and dcctrine" (II Timothy h:2y.

28Archibald Thomas Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testsment

{Nashville: Broadman Press, 1930), Vol. IV, p. 2C.
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The evidence presented on the nature of New Testament preaching
in the Pesuline Epistles has indicated thati:
(1) There was & resdiness to preach the gospel.
(2) A second charecteristic of New Testament preaching was apostolic.
(3) A third characteristic of preaching in the Pauline Epistles
wes & pioneer spirit that manifested‘itself in carrying the gospel into
new regions.
(4) Another characteristic of New Testement preaching in the
Peauline Evistles was reliance upon the-po;er of Goa, Paul used the
pover of God so his converts! faith "should not stand in the wisdom of
men, but in the power of God" (I Cor. 2:5).
(5) & fifth characteristic menticned in the Pauline ZIpistles
© concerning preaching wes self—contrél. Jﬁst ns an athlete keeps his

bedy under control so Paul does in order to live as & true Christian.

(6) The preaching in the Pauline Episties was hortatory.
IV. TH® GOSFILS AND PETER

(1) oOue prominent characteristic of preaching found in the Gospels
was the issuance of power to the twelve discivles before sending fhem
out to preach. Matthew recorded, "And when he had called unto him his
twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast
them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.

And ss ye go, preach, saying the kingdom of heazven is at hand" (Matthew
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10:1, 7). The Gospel of Mark recorded the choosing of the twelve “to
bé with him, and that he might send them forth to preach, and to have
pover to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils" (Mark 3:1l4, 15). The
Gospel of ILuke also recorded the sending out of the twelve, "... gave
thgm powér and authority over ali devils, and to cure diseases. And he
sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick" (Luké PH
1, 2).

(2) Jesus was conscious of being anointed ﬁo preach the gospel.
In the Nazareth synagogve, He read from the prophet Isaian, "Tne Spirit
of the iord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel
to the poor; he hath sent me to hegi the dbrokenhearted, to preach deliv-
erance %o the cantives ..." and "To preach the accevtzble year cf.the
Lord" (Iuke Y4:18, 19). This consciousness of mission kept Jesus moving
for He szid, "I must vreach the kingdom of God to other citiss also:
for therefore am I sent" (Luke 4:U43).
(3) A third bharacteristic of ﬁreaching found in the Gospels

wes heraldic, The Greek word keérussd means to preclaim or to be a herald
as defined in chapter II. It occurs eight times in the Acts of the Avos-
tles 25 has been listed in the previous chavter, nine times in the Gospel
of Matthew and Iuke ezch, nineteen timeeg in the Pauline Zpistles, and
one time in the First Epistle of Peter. But ihe most frequent occur~

rence ¢f kerusso in any one book of the Bible is in the Gospel of Mark

PR

where it appears fourteen times,
The freguent occurrence in the Gospel eof Mark of kErussS could be

accounted for on the tasis of Mérk's.desire t0 get quickly to the action



| 57
and also upon the intended Roman audience.©9 The herald was not peculiar
to Christianity as seen in the account of the martydom of Polycarp when“
the proconsul sent his hersld into the arena to announce three times that
Polycarp vwas & Chrisﬁian. However, enough evidence is found in the Gos-
pel of Mark alcne to characterize Jesus' preaching in the Gospels as
hefaldic.

(4) & fourth cheracteristic found in the Gospels was hortatory.
The clearest reference to hortatéry preaching concerns John the Baptistis
ministry. Luké gives in his Gospel a summary of John's minigtry. He
wrote "And many other things in his exhortation preached he unts the
peovle" (Luke 3:18).

(5) A characteristic of Newaestament preaching found in the
Evistles of Peter was that the good news was proclaimed in the powver of
the Holy S»irit. Peter could not forget Pentecost because he wrote in
his First Eoistle that certain matters have been made plein to his read-
ers "by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost
sent down from heaven" (I Peter 1:12).

(6) Peter's presching was hortatory. He wrote "By Silvanus, a
faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhort-
ing, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stang
(I Peter‘5:12). His purpose in writing to these Christians is to exhorﬂ

them to live for Christ in the midst of persecuticn. It would not be

29Merrill C. Tenney, New Testament Survey (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co.., 1961), p. 157.
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unreascnable to assume that Peter talked the way he wrote, especially in
the light of Luke using the very same word for exhortetioen in describingb
Peter's preaching "With meny other words did he testify and exhort" (Acts
2:40). |

(7) Another characteristic of early preaching found in the Epis-
tles of Peter was testimonial. The Greek word epimarturdn means "To

attest’ .30 mhe prefix epil strengthens an element in martureo. Epimarturdn

is only found in the following réference: "By Silvanus, a faithful brother
unto you, as I suppose, I‘haQe written briefly, exhorting, and testifying
that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand" (I Peter 5:12).

Peter characterizes his writing as "exhorting and testifying"
vwhich are the same two words used by Luke to descrite hig preachiné in

Acts 2:40.

Summazy

The evidence presented on the nature of New Testament preaching
in the Gospels and Petér has indicated that:

(1) One prominent characteristic of preaching found in the Gos-
pels was the issuance of power %o the twelve discinles before sending
them out to preach.

(2) Jesus was conscious of being anvinted to preach the gospel.

(3) Jesus' preaching in the Gospels was heraldic.

0

3 Gerhard Frledrich, ed., Theologlcal Dictionary g£ the New Teste-
ment (Grand Rapids: Wm. B, Berdmans Publishing Company, 1967), Vol. &,
p. KO8, o
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(k) John the Baptist's preaching was hortatory.

(5) A characteristic of New Testament preaching found in the
First Epistle of Peter was that the good rews was proclaimed in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

(6) Peter's preaching wasvhortatory.

(7) Peter's preaching was testimonial.



CHAPTXR IV
SU{MARY AND CONCLUSICNS
I. SUMMARY

In Chepter 11, preaching was viewed from the standpoint of
content, using the New Testamen; as source materizl. Thes evidence
indicated thzt: |

(1) The object of the verbs generally translated "preach" in
the Neﬁ Testament revezled the content to be "the word" with the descrip~
tion "of the Lord" or "of God" used to describe what kind of word was
prezched, znd that

(2} The name "Jesus" wag also used, scmetimes lengthened to
"Jesus Christ" or "the Son of God", and thst

(3) Much of the content was an extension of the first two
findings, and thet -

(1) By the word "gospel" with the éescription of God" or "of
pecce” was used to describe whet kind of gospel was presched, and that

{%) By ithe name "Christ", with the phruse 5crucified“ and "as
Lord" te tell in vhat manner Christ was preached.

(6) ™he cohtent of New Testament preaching contained fuifillment
of 014 Testzment prophecies proving that Jesus was the promised Messiah.

{7) The ¥ew Testument preaching emphasized the earthly life of

Jesus 2s coming from the line of David.
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(8) The New Testament preaching contained the proclsmation of
the death, resurrection, and exaltation of Jesus along with a descrip-
tive message "delivered for our offences" or "raised for our justi-

fication".

(9) 1Included in the New Testament preaching was 2 coming judg-

rent.
(10) Repentance was an essentisl ingredient of the New Testament
preaching.

(11) New Testement preaching proclaimed spiritual deliverance and

entering into Gedl's rest.

(12) A part of the content qf New Testament preaching was the
intercession of Christ. .
(13} New Testament preaching proclaimed the Lordshiv of Christ.
(1) The sscond coming of Christ wés part of the content of the
New Testament presching.
In Chapter II1I, the New Testzument preaching was exanined fronm
the standpoint of character rather than content. The evidence presented

in this chapter indicated that:

(1) 1In preaching to Jewish avdiences 2 volemic guality was

employed.

(2) In preaching to believers & dialogistic method was sometimes

used when not related to the evangelism of the Jewe.
(3) The Yew Testament preaching was apostolic.

(4) The early vreaching was characterized by boldness.
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(5) The Xew Tesﬁament preaching was elevated.
(6) The New Testament preaching was powerful.
(7) The New Testament preaching was hortatory.
(8) The New Testament preeching was testimonial.
(9) The New Testament preaching was cheracterized by a readiness
té preach the gospel.
(10) A tenth cheracteristic of New Testament preaching was self-
control.

(11) The New Testament preaching was heraldic.
II. CONCLUSIONS

~ The object of the verbg “tofpreach" and the subject matter of the
sermors in the New Testament 21l center in the Word of God which is
Jesus Christ. It is the author's conclusion then, that the content of
the Biblical theology of preaching is Jesus Christ.

The Riblical theclogy of preaching is to be identified by these
characteristics: it was empowered with the Holy Spirit, endowed with a
sense of divine commission, bold, elevated,‘hortatory, testinonial,
heraldic, dialogistic, marked by & readiness to prezch, and self-

controlled,
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