
Volume 45 Issue 1 Article 2 

2002 

Editorial Editorial 

Ron Jordahl 
Southern Evangelical Seminary 

The Christian Librarian is the official publication of the Association of Christian Librarians (ACL). 

To learn more about ACL and its products and services please visit //www.acl.org/ 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/tcl 

 Part of the Library and Information Science Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Jordahl, Ron (2002) "Editorial," The Christian Librarian: Vol. 45: Iss. 1, Article 2. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.55221/2572-7478.1811 

This Editorial is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in The Christian Librarian by an authorized editor of Digital Commons @ George Fox 
University. For more information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu. 

http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/tcl/vol45
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/tcl/vol45/iss1
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/tcl/vol45/iss1/2
/www.acl.org/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/tcl?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Ftcl%2Fvol45%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1018?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Ftcl%2Fvol45%2Fiss1%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.55221/2572-7478.1811
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu


The Chrhstian ~brarian E D I T 0 R I A L 
EDITORIAL STAFF 

EDITOR-IN-CI-IIEF 
Anne-El izabeth Powell 
Ryan Library 
Point Loma Nazarene University 
3900 Lomaland Drive 
San D iego, CA 92 106 
6 I 9-849-2208 
FAX 6 19-849-7024 
apowcl l@ptloma.cdu 

DESIGN EDITOR 
Diane Garber 
A. Pierre Guillermin Library 
Liberty Unh·ersity 
197 1 U niversity Boule\'ard 
Lynchburg, VA 24502 
804-.582-282 I 
FAX 804-582-2017 
dsgarber@liberty.edu 

CONSU LTING EDITOR 
Ron Jordahl 
Southern Evangelical Seminary 
4298 McKee Road 
Charlotte. NC 28270 
70 ~-847-5600 
FAX 704-84·5-1 747 
rjordahl@ses.edu 

NEWS/ ADVERTISING EDITOR 
Sandra G. Yaegle 
Regent University 
1000 Regent Univet·sity Drive 
Virginia Beach, VA 23464 
757-226- 4· 16.5 
FAX 757-226-7051 
sandyae@regent.edu 

INTERIM REV IEW EDITOR 
Phyllis E. Fox 
Media Services 
Ryan Library 
Point Lorna Nazarene University 
3900 Lomaland Drive 
San Diego, California 92106 
6 19- 849- 2387 
FAX 6 19-849-7005 
pfox@ptloma.edu 

SUBSCRIPTION EDITOR 
Rose Behrens 
Library Media Specialist 
Per rymont E lementary School 
220 Wayne Drive 
Lynchbur_g, VA 24502 
rbeh rens(fYl ynch burg. net 

The Ch;=[s€1]bibrarian, 45( 1) 2002 

here are thousands of statistical 
reports proving that by next 
September we will be so 

computerized and digitized that we will 
not have to go to school or work 
anymore. Math, spelling, geography, 
shopping, banking-it's all in the 
computer and on the web. 
All that will 

best to use the technologies available 
and to determine trends in order to 
better serve the needs of their clientele. 
An article in US Airways Attache 
(September 2001) (novel idea- read 
while waiting) finds the public library 
alive and welL The author cites Gallup 
statistics showing that between 1978 

be left to us 
IS to eat 
pizza and 
w a t c h 
D V D s. 
Well, maybe 
there aren' t 
thousands of 
reports, but 
there are a 

nterestingly, the research 
also discovered that among 

non-users of the Internet, 
67.4 percent ranked books as 
an important or extremely 
important information source. 

and 1998 the 
number of 
library visitors 
increased by 
thirteen 
percent. The 
popularity of 
book discus
sion groups in 
libraries is 

lot, like, maybe three. OK, so I didn' t 
actually see any reports myself, but the 
guys who hang at Harvey's Hardware 
know these things. 

Until next September, though, we 
are pretty busy, what with waiting for 
traffic lights to change and waiting for 
the check-out clerk to figure out why 
you gave him five dollars and two cents 
when the cash register says you owe 
three dollars and seventy-seven cents. 
What it all comes down to is that we 
don't have time to read books, and 
come next September, we will spend all 
our time staring at computer monitors 
or big screen TVs. 

The interesting thing is that the 
general public has not understood this 
trend; they are still reading books. Risk 
takers are opening mega-bookstores 

' gambling on the public's ignorance of 
the times and hoping it will continue 

, until next September, and perhaps 
longer. Perhaps there are a lot of 
people who agree with Groucho Marx, 
"I find television very educating. Every 

• time somebody turns on the set I go into 
• the other room and read a book." 

Libraries, obviously keenly inter
• ested in the future of information 
' storage and retrieval, are doing their 

also seen as 
evidence that books are a continuing 
and valued medium. 

"The UCLA Internet Report: 
Surveying the Digital Future" (which I 
accessed via the Internet, by the way), 
declared that more than 100 million 
Americans are using the Internet and as 
many as 2,289 per hour are joining their 
ranks. Interestingly, the research also 
discovered that among non-users of the 
Internet, 67.4 percent ranked books as 
an important or extremely important 
information source. An even greater 
percentage of Internet users, 73.1 
percent, rated books as important or 
extremely important. 

Put all this together and what do 
you get? I don't know, but it should be 
an interesting future. I can't wait for 
next September. 

May God bless you all with a 
wonderful new year in 2002. 

Ron Jordahl 
Consulting Editor 
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