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Enjoy QRT? You'll also like
Friends Quarterly
e Friends Quarterly, next to QRT, is the Quaker publication most involved in theological discussion, both
in single-issue articles and ongoing interchanges. Theology isn't FQ's sole topic, nor even its main topic. It
is, however, a continuing and central topic.

The Quietist Heritage

Friends Q,uarterly is the only English-language
Quaker publication that specializes in middle-length
articles. As such, it fills an important gap.

William P. Taber

0 Friends Quarterly is published in England. Many
of its articles are wholly relevant to Quakerism anywhere. The specifically British articles (history, biography, comment on current matters) are long enough
not to require reader background in London Yearly
Meeting; they are therefore a first-rate introduction to
British and European Quakerism.

I

Ruth M. Pitman

$6 for four issues postpaid; send checks to Headley
Brothers Ltd., Ashford, Kent, England.
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Quaker Religious Thought
Cumulative Number 50
Volume l8; Number 4

Editor's Page

Autumn, 1980

This is the first of two issues of QRT which will be
devoted mainly to papers read at the 1976 conference of the
Quaker Tlleological Discussion Group. Tlle theme of that
conference, held at Olney Friends School, Barnesville, Ohio,
was "A Tlleology of Evangelism and Outreach for Friends."
It has become something of a tradition at Q T D G conferences to include in the p o g a m one o r more pai~erson early
Quaker thought or practice as a resource for understanding
the topic of the conference. Many issues of QRT have also
been devoted, .in whole or in part, to the thought of the
earliest Friends. T o have the schecluled "Quaker" paper
cle~oted to a later period of Q:uakerism, as a resource for
contemporary thought and practice, was thus Inore than a
small innovation at the Earnesville conference. This break
wit11 tradition was furthered by the preseiltatioil of a volunteered paper by R u t h Pitman, in the free time later in the
even in^
" on which William Taber's r>ar>erhacl heen read.
These papers combined to make a point ~vhichhas oiten
been overlooked or questioned - that there is much t o be
learned from the quietist period in Quakerism, if we wish t o
find resources for the renewal of the people of God today.
There may well have been more to quietism than the Inere
repetition of earlier Quaker insights or the deadening hand of
tradition in a period of decline. Quietist Friends knew something that has in another way been celebrated in the contemporary musical, Fiddler 017 the Roof.tradition at its finest can
be the dynamic source of life and strength for a community.
This is not the only occasion on which I Ila7.e raised the question: do we not need to be ~vorkingout a fresh Quaker understanding of the place and role of tradition as a vehicle of
God's action and revelation in history?

Sponsored by tlzc Quaker Theologicnl Discussion Group
T h e purpose of the Quaker Tlleological Discussion Group is to
explore the meaning and inlplications of our Quaker faith
and religious experience through discussioil and publication.
This search for unity in the claim of truth upon us concerns
l>oth the content 2nd the a.pplication of our faith.

Edited by T . Vnil Palmer, Jr., and Dcan Freiday
~Zddresseditorial correspc~ndence to either co-editor:
T. Vail Palmer, Jr.. 3217 N.E. Ains~vortll,Portla~lcl,Ore. 9721 !
Dean Freiday, Ill(! Mrildwood Avenue, Manasquan, N.J. OS'i:?i;

1

Subscriptions: $5 for four issues, $9 lor eight issues.
Aclditioilal copies of this and previous issues, and a complete
listing of topics and authors, available on request from:
Qzlnher Rcligiozu Tltoz~gh?,,Rt. I , Box 549, Albl-~rtis,Fa. 1801 I

European distribution:
Woodbrool<e College (Extra-Mural Services), 1045 Rristol Roa?.
Birmingham, B29 6LJ, England
Subscription rates on request.

COMMUNITY AND THEOLOGY

T h e question of tradition, I bel,ieve, is part of a larger
question. I n an earlier editorial (QRT number 45) I suggested the importance of community, of regaining a living
awareness of our being "members one of another" in the
restoration of Quaker unity. In an essay on the theological
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COMMUNITY AND THEOLOGY

T h e question of tradition, I bel,ieve, is part of a larger
question. I n an earlier editorial (QRT number 45) I suggested the importance of community, of regaining a living
awareness of our being "members one of another" in the
restoration of Quaker unity. In an essay on the theological
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ethics of four Quaker thinkers, scheduled for eventual publication by Catholic and Quaker Studies, I found that individual
religious experience was not the primary source for religious
ethics in their thought. What I did discover was "a grounding
of their religious thought in the life of the religious community. I use this phrase in its broadest sense to refer both to
the contemporary life of the community, in the writer's own
time, and to the previous life of the community, as reported
both in Scripture and in the tradition of the church." This
growing realization that theology can be meaningful and alive
only as it glows out of the past and present life of the community of faith was a primary motive in my decision, a year
ago, to move from southern Ohio, where I was isolated from
any present-day Quaker community, to Portland, Oregon, even
though that move meant giving up an academic career.
Having personally experienced many of the anti-community
pressures of contemporary life, including the disruption of
even the primary community of marriage, I needed all the
more acutely to rediscover the roots of life in the faith of a
people worshiping together. A further step in this direction
finds me for the coming year sharing a house with four other
Christians, three of whom are fellow-attenders of Reedwood
Friends Church. Having learned some of the pitfalls of too
drastic a break with the existing culture, we are consciously
not an "intentional community" or commune, but simply a
#group of Christians living together, sharing meals, common
tasks, and unpropimmed conversations on the meaning of
Christian life.
The lesson I have been learning in recent years is that
theoloqy is not simply an exercise of the head. All of life including also the emotions, the sharing of joy and grief,
worship and even ritual, the disruptions and the healings in
our relations with our fellow Christians and our fellow human
beincs - is the stuff of theology. Indeed, such relationships
are thr fabric out of which the life of the people of God will
be re-created and renewed, if such re-creation and renewal are
to come at all. Even though the QTDG has been asserting
the importance of religious thought in Quaker life for over
twenty years, we have always recognized that theo10,gy is an
instrument for the rebuilding of the church of Christ. -4
theology that is severed from its roots in the life of the community of faith, and from its service to that community, is
no theology at all.
v. P.
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The Theelogy of the I~wardImperative:
Traveling Quaker Ministry of the Mddle Period
WILLIAM P. TABER
Recently I stood in an old, unused meetinghouse within
the smell of the salt marshes in southern New Jersey. As I
stood in the ministers' gallery and gripped the handrail, I
suddenly realized that Joseph Hoag, that rustic Quaker seer
from Vermont, had probably preached here. Then my mind
was flooded with a sense of the great stream of divine caring
which had flowed forth from that gallery across the years. The
names of many other ministers flashed through my mind, but
I focused on just a few who might have been there: John
Woolman, Elias Hicks, Thomas Shillitoe, and Joseph John
Gurney. Perhaps you have also been gripped, in some old
meetinghouse, by a similar momentary thrill of communion
with the mighty stream of life which once Rowed through that
place. Perhaps you have also discovered that - if we allow the
feeling of awe to take a deeper hold - the was becomes is, and
a rich peace settles upon us in that dusty place. Afterwards,
when we step back outside into the sunlight of the twentieth
century again, we are different people - not because we have
felt c!ose to the past, but because something which was in
that past is still alive and vital and flowing today, if we but
allow it to live in us and through us. It is in that spirit that the wat can become is - that this paper will examine the
theology of evangelism and outreach of the traveling ministry
of the middle period of Quaker history.
It is not easy to say just when the era of Quietism, or the
middle period, ends, for one can see survivals of Quietism
among Hicksite and Orthodox Friends well after the separations. If we agree with John William Graham and others that
psychic sensitivity is one of the characteristics of this type of
minister, then Quietism had ended for most of Quakerism
after the 1850s; he, at least, found little evidence of such gifts

