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P A G E S THE CRESCENT, FRIDAY, OCT. 11.1996

M i i W S

Or Something
Like that...

F r o m W h i t e B o a r d N e w s

No Jokes please...

W E S T B L O O M F I E L D

TOWNSHIP, Michigan-The
m a n w h o h a s e a r n e d t h e n i c k

name "Dr. Death" for helping
people die showed earlier this
week he can administer other
medical services, too.

Dr. Jack Kevorkian was the
Þrst person on the scene of an
accident near his home in sub
urban Detroit Tuesday, October
1, and provided Þrst aid to a bi
cyclist who he said likely suf
fered a fractured skull after his
bike hit a car.

Kevorkian was not happy
that his Good Samaritan deed
reached the press Friday.

"1 wish tWs wouldn't get out
because you know the kind of
jokes that will come," he told the
Oakland Press. "They'll say the
guy looked up and thought it
was wo rse t han i t was . "

Bu t Geo f f r ey F iege r,
Kevorkian's attorney, wasn't
shy about touting Kevorkian's
good works.

"He helps suffering human
beings," Fieger told the paper.
"If someone's not near death, he

helps them too."
Kevorkian, a 68-year-old, re

tired pathologist, has admitted
attending the deaths of at least
41 people since he began a cru
sade in 1990 to have physician-
assisted suicide legalized.

D u h h h h h h . . .

TORONTO, Canada-It didn't

require Sherlock Holmes to
solve this mystery.

P o l i c e i n S t .

Cathar ines, Ontar io
h a v e a r r e s t e d a t e e n

ager after they followed
a trail of change from a
c o n v e n i e n c e s t o r e t h a t

h a d b e e n r o b b e d t o a

h o u s e .

Think that death will protect

you from the IRS?

C O L M A , C a l i f o r n i a - T h e
only sure way to avoid taxes
isn't such a certainty in Colma
these days.

That ' s because some fo lks in

the tiny town a few miles south
of San Francisco are considering
boosting revenue by targeting
those least likely to complain - the
town 's one mi l l i on dead .

The plan: $5 a grave, every
year, for eternity.

While cemeteries would have
to pay the tax, customers could
eventually see the average cost of
burials double to as much as

$6,000, by some estimates.
"The cemeteries don't pay

taxes and haven't for 100 years -
they can start paying their
freight," said Robert Simcox, a re
tired cab driver and leader behind
the proposed voter initiative,
which also calls for a onetime $50
burial fee.

Simcox said Monday he is just
starting to gather the signatures
needed to put the tax on a ballot
next year.

Tlie $500 million from the tax -

equal to the town's annual bud

get - would pay for police, Þre
and other town services.

But the plan has already
stirred controversy in a town
where the vast majority of the
population is buried beneath it.
The dead, including Wyatt Earp,
William Randolph Hearst and
Levi Strauss, ou tnumber the liv

ing by roughly 1,000 to one and
cemeteries occupy three-quar
ters of the town.

"The idea of raiding the gen
eral fund that maintains a cem

etery is sacrilege," said Steve
Doukas, general manager of
Greek Orthodox Memorid Park

and Greenlawn Memorial Park.
-Not to mention illegal.

Doukas, who chairs the state's
cemetery board, said state law
protects cemeteries ftom assess
m e n t s .

"If the petition passes, it
would be in court imrhediately,"
he said.

Getting paid to pray

HAMBURG, Germany-A
Spanish businessman and de
v o u t R o m a n C a t h o l i c w h o

stopped to pray at a
church during a trip to
Stockholm ended up a
millionaire, the Bild
n e w s p a p e r s a i d
Wednesday.

T h e c h u r c h w a s

empty except for a cof
Þn containing the remains of a
man, so Eduardo Sierra knelt
down and prayed for the de
ceased for 20 minutes, the Ham

burg-based daily said.
Sierra, 35, signed a

condolence book after he

saw a note saying tliose
who prayed for the dead
m a n s h o u l d e n t e r t h e i r

n a m e a n d a d d r e s s . H e

noticed he was the Þrst to

sign.
Several weeks later he got a

call from the Swedish capil̂  in
forming him he was a million
aire, Bild said.

Jens Svenson, the man hehad
prayed for, was a 73-year-old
real estate dealer with no close
re la t i ves .

He had speciÞed in his will
that "whoever prays for my soul
gets all my belongings," Bild
s a i d .

Clinton wants Olympians to
get naked

HOUSTON, Texas-After a
long day on the campaign
trail. President Clinton can trip
over his tongue. Though it ob
viously was not his intention,
the president
raised the pros
pect Friday of
having the U.S.
Olympic team
going naked.

L e t ' s r e w i n d .

H e w a s r e

peating his old riff about the
diversity of America. For the
umpteenth time, he said 197
countries competed in the At
lanta games this summer Ñ
and people with roots in 150
of those nations live in Los An

geles County alone.
Normally, this is where

Clinton points out that the U.S.
Olympians, a team of many col
ors and ethnicities, could come
from any of the nations that com
peted in Atlanta.

But he put it a little differently
Friday.

"When 1 looked at the Ameri

can Olympic team, it occurred to
me that if they took their uni
forms off, we wouldn't know
where they come from," Clinton
s a i d .

The slip of tongue drew guf
faws from reporters, though the
partisan crowd didn't seem to
n o t i c e .

I Think he got this from "7"

ALLENTOWN, Pennsylva-
nia-A New York man allegedly
caught with hundreds of bags of
heroin Thursday didn't try to
run. He sat quietly in his cell and
tried to foil police by chewing off
his Þngerprints.

"It certainly is a strong indi
cation that somebody some
where is looking for him," said
Allentown Sgt. Joseph Stauffer.

The man, who presented a
passport identifying himself as
30-year-old Bernardo Antonio
Reyes, was arrested during a
poÞce drug-training program at
the bus station. When he arrived
Þrom New York, he agreed to let
police search his bag, which con
tained 280 smaU bags of heroin,

police said.
H e c h e w e d a l l b u t

three tips, leaving his
hands bloody.

The ploy will delay
identiÞcation, Stauffer
said, but "we should be
able to identify him from

what we have . "

Rapidly Moving Chickens

Presumably, this is a true story.
You be the judge...

In a recen t i ssue o f "Mea t &

Poultry" magazine, editors quoted
ftom "Feathers," the publication of
the California Poultry Industry
Federation, telling the following
story:

It seems the US Federal Avia

tion Administration has a unique
device for testing the strength of
windshields on airplanes. The
device is a gun that launches a
dead chicken at a plane's wind
shield at approximately the
speed the plane ßies.

The theory is that if the
w i n d s h i e l d d o e s n ' t c r a c k f r o m

the carcass impact, it'll survive
a rea l co l l i s i on w i t h a b i r d du r

ing ßight. It seems the British
were very interested in this and
w a n t e d t o t e s t a w i n d s h i e l d o n

a brand new, speedy locomo
tive they're developing.

They borrowed the FAA's
chicken launcher, loaded the
c h i c k e n a n d Þ r e d .

T h e b a l l i s t i c c h i c k e n s h a t

tered the windshield, went

t h r o u g h t h e
engineer's chair,
broke an instru

ment panel and
embedded i t se l f
in the back wall
of the engine cab.
The British were

stunned and asked the FAA to
recheck the test to see if every
thing was done correctly.

The FAA reviewed the test

thoroughly and had one recom
m e n d a t i o n :

"Use a thawed chicken."

Fox Safe-Watch
CARL ECKLUND
Director of Campus Security

As D i rec to r o f Campus
Safety 1, on occasion, have
people point out to me help
ful ar t ic les or informat ion re

garding safety on campus.
Cases in point are the follow
ing articles given to me by
Andy Miller, Editor in Chief,
a n d J e r e m y

Stephens, Admin
i s t r a t i v e A s s i s t a n t

and Field Super
visor for Security.

The growing
use of computers,
e l e c t r o n i c e n t e r

tainment equip
ment, hair dryers,
refrigerators, etc.
c o u l d o v e r l o a d a

r o o m ' s l i m i t e d

wall outlets, pos
sibly causing a
Þre or damaging
products. So, an
electrical tour of your dorm
room, or apartment could
save lives and money. The
National Electrical Safety
Foundation (NESF) would
like you to consider the lat
e s t s t a t i s t i c s :

¥ Over 160,900 electrical

Þres claim more than 800 hu
man lives, cause 7,660 inju
r ies and cos t $1 .4 b i l l i on in

personal property.
¥ One person is electro

cuted in the home every 36
h o u r s .

According to the National
Electrical Safety Foundation
(NESF), the misuse of elec
tricity. .. like using an exten
sion cord as permanent wir
ing. . . can lead to electrical
Þ r e s , e l e c t r o c u t i o n s a n d

other serious electrical acci
dents. Many of these acci
dents can be prevented with
a few simple electrical
safety precautions. The
Foundation offers these
electrical safety tips for a
safer college year no matter
where you're living.

¥ Use extension cords

only on a temporary basis,
n o t a s p e r m a
nent w i r ing .

¥ D o n ' t r u n

e l e c t r i c c o r d s
under rugs o r

carpets. The
c o r d s c a n
o v e r h e a t a n d
cause a Þre .

¥ D o n ' t

o v e r l o a d o u t
lets. Doing so
c a n b l o w a
fuse or trip a
c i r cu i t b reake r.

O v e r l o a d e d
o u t l e t s o r e x

t ens i on co rds cou ld a l so
cause a Þre.

¥ Purchase approved

surge suppressors for your
computer and entertain
ment systems. They help
protect your electronics
from voltage surges.

¥ Never force a plug into
a n o u t l e t i f i t d o e s n ' t Þ t .

Never cut the third prong.
¥ Don't use appliances

that have frayed, cut or
damaged cords. They could
c a u s e a s h o c k o r Þ r e .

¥ Water and electricity
don't mix. Don't place elec
trical appliances near water.

¥ Be alert when using
electrical products. Read
a n d f o l l o w m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s
u s e a n d c a r e i n s t r u c t i o n s .

MLRC: Is more hours
feas ib le or economic?
¥ Continued from Page One

ering materials for weekend
study. The reason that we're at
Fox is, for the most part, to
study and learn and the facili
ties should expedite that as
much as possible."

Sophomore Josh Smith
voices a dissenting opinion.
"My problem with longer li
brary hours is that we don't
have enough money.

"Being a University doesn't
make us suddenly a fountain of
cash," he continues, "especially
considering the extreme growth
we've undergone with a new net
work, a new dorm hall to meet
housing needs, newly paved
roads, and other such improve
ments. These tilings eventually in
crease the amount we pay for our
tuition and, unless you're willing
to take the incredible price in
crease it would take to do tliese

things, be patient."
Smith believes that the cost

would impact students because
"longer hours on Fridays and Sat
urdays would mean more people
needed to work, higher electric
ity bills plus tliere's the weekend
pay bit. This will all add up in the
long run."

John.son reiterates that "in ad
dition to student work study, we
would also need stafÞng [over the

weekendj...and a supervisor in
the circulation department and/
or a reference librarian."

"The Academic Affeirs ofÞce
will consider a student opinion
survey asking for student input
on hours and service," Barram
said. "The results will then be
used to support the proposal.

Since the 1996-1997budget is
already approved,"he continued,
"we will need to be creative in
stafÞng any expansion hours. I
will not support increasing stu
dent fees."

Junior Elizabeth McKee is con
cerned about the library houre
and also thinks "that we need to
have a larger selection of periodi
cals and books - we don't even
subscribe to Newsweek! I have
found it necessary to go to the
PSU library in order to Þnd ma
terials to do research for my
classes at GFU. If we are assign
ing projects that can't be re
searched in our own library then
something needs to be done."

Johnson has also mentioned
interest in a student survey,
prompted by the Foxmail discus
sion, and says he will investigate
the possibilities of creating one.
For now, he also mentioned the
24-hour study room (located di
rectly to the left after entering the
main doois) as an option for stu
dents who need study space.


