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Abstract

The religious movement of Evangelical Baptists is the largest in terms of the number of
believers in the Ukrainian Protestant community. The review of missionary activity and
social projects of this denomination presented is an outline of the key areas of work of
Evangelical Baptists in Ukraine. The largest number of Protestant educational institutions in
Ukraine belong to the Baptists. All Baptist educational institutions can be divided into two
types: 1) general preparatory programs of state institutions (kindergartens, schools, institutes,
educational centers), and 2) theological seminaries, which aim to train ministers to meet the
spiritual needs of the church. Baptist higher education institutions are currently on the way to
obtaining state accreditation. Over the last five years (2015-2020), thanks to volunteer work
in eastern Ukraine, Baptists have become known to Ukrainian society as a church that is
actively involved in meeting the needs of the population affected by the military conflict.
Baptist believers are actively involved in the country's political processes, many of them as
deputies and regional leaders. Thanks to participation in interfaith activities within the
Council of Evangelical Protestant Churches of Ukraine and the All-Ukrainian Council of
Churches and Religious Organizations, Evangelical Baptists have been able to publicly
express themselves in the organization and holding of Thanksgiving, held annually since
September 2017 in the capital of Ukraine.

Keywords: Evangelical Baptists, educational and social activity during the period of
independence of Ukraine.
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Introduction.

Modern Ukraine is a multi-religious tolerant state in which Orthodoxy, Catholicism,
and Protestantism coexist along with non-Christian religions. Against the background of the
most widespread Orthodoxy (almost 70 percent of the population), Protestantism is practiced
by about two percent of Ukrainians. This branch of Christianity is represented mainly by late
or also called neo-Protestant denominations, such as Baptists, Christians of the Evangelical
Faith (Pentecostals), and Adventists. However, recently the number of charismatic trends has
been growing rapidly. Baptists are the most common among Protestants in Ukraine. The most
numerous Baptist union in terms of the number of believers is the All-Ukrainian Union of
Evangelical Baptist Churches, which has regional associations of religious communities in its
structure. The example of this union shows the main processes and trends in the religious
sphere, many of which are characteristic of Ukrainian Protestantism in general.

Presentation of the Main Research Materials

According to the union's website, the All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist
Churches consists of 25 regional associations of Evangelical Baptists in Ukraine, and there
are also five associations of churches operating in the Ukrainian diaspora in other countries.!
As of 2017, the All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptists included 2,691 local churches.
There are also 39 theological schools with 5,504 pupils and students, 1,263 Sunday schools,
14 printing centers, and 9 electronic media. The total number of pastors of the Evangelical
Baptist Church is about three thousand people. However, in recent years there has been some
reduction of the quantitative growth of the clergy.>

Presently, the activities of Ukrainian Evangelical Baptist churches take place in a
wide range of ministries. These areas include missionary work, Christian education, social
service, work with youth and children, protection of family values, and others. Social
activities include such services as medical, chaplaincy for prisoners, aid for people with
hearing and visual impairments, assistance for orphans, as well as the service of rehabilitation

for people with addictions.

1 “TIpo Coro3 €XB.” BeceykpaiHChKHI COI03 IIEPKOB €BAHIEIbCHKUX XPHCTHAH-0anTucTiB. Accessed March 28,
2021. https://www.baptyst.com/pro-soyuz/. ["On the ECB Union." All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist
Churches.]

2 Awmaromiii Konopuuii, “ITpoTecTanTusm y pediriiiHoMy xutTi Ykpaiuu,” in Peopmayis i mpancghopmayin
cycninbemea: 00C6i0 MUMYI020 I GUKIUKU cyyacHocmi: mamepianu MidchapooHoi HayKko8o-npakmuyHoi
xongepenyii (JIsis, 2017), 122. [Anatoliy Kolodny. "Protestantism in the religious life of Ukraine." In
Reformation and Transformation of Society: Experience of the Past and Challenges of the Present: Proceedings
of the International Scientific and Practical Conference.]

LR}
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As of 2005, there were 1,500 Sunday schools of the Evangelical Baptist Churches
(hereafter EBC), which involved 5,000 evangelical teachers with about 50,000 children.®
Media service is being developed and improved. In 2010, journalists, Christian bloggers, and
church youth leaders attended a conference called Media Mobilization. Also, the All-
Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches regularly publishes video content on
various topics. During the quarantine the EBC conducted video broadcasts of services.* The
All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches publishes its literature. One of the
important periodicals is the scholarly and theological almanac "Bogomyslye™ [Divine
Thought], which publishes only works by domestic authors. Its purpose is to form and
develop the East Slavic evangelical theological tradition.

Ukrainian Baptists could not afford such a variety of evangelical work when Ukraine
was a part of the USSR, because at that time atheist authorities severely restricted religious
activity and persecuted believers. The life of Protestants, including Evangelical Baptists at the
time, was survival in a totalitarian anti-religious regime. But with the fall of the Soviet Union
and Ukraine's independence in 1991, the EBC gained many new opportunities. It transitioned
from hostile attitude from the state during the Soviet era and its semi-legal or even illegal
status to legalization and legal recognition of this denomination by the Ukrainian state. It
began to have a significant position in the socio-religious world along with the other
traditional Christian denominations of the state.®> It was during this period that the Baptists
rethought their mission in society. The path is taken by the Church of the Evangelical
Baptists in independent Ukraine, which includes the analysis of its current state, forms, and
methods of its activity follows.

For all Protestants, the first and most obvious indicator of the fulfillment of the
mission entrusted to them by Jesus Christ is the preaching of the Gospel according to the
commandment "Go and teach all nations." How did these sermons take place and how was
the understanding of its essence transformed from the early years of Ukraine's independence

to the present day?

3 T1. Slpoupkuit, “IucTuTyanizaiis NpoTeCTAHTH3MY K BUXiJ y CBIT,” Vkpaincoke peniziesnascmeo, no. 35
(2005): 241-42. [P. Yarotsky. "Institutionalization of Protestantism as a way out." Ukrainian religious studies.]

4 “UA:KynbTypa’ WIOHEANI TPAHCITIOE GOTOCIYKIHHS €BAHTENECHKMX XPUCTHAH-0anTUCTiB.” BeeykpaiHchbkuii
COI03 IIEPKOB €BAaHTENbCHKUX XpHCTHsiH-OamTuctiB, 2020. https://www.baptyst.com/ua-kultura-shhonedili-
translyuye-bogosluzhinnya-yevangelskyh-hrystyyan-baptystiv/. ["UA: Culture broadcasts Evangelical Baptist
services every Sunday." All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches.]

5 T1. Sdpoupkwuii, “CTaH Mi3HEONPOTECTAHTCHKUX KOH(eCIH,” Yipaincobke peniziesnascmeo, no. 46 (2008): 302-3.
[P Yarotsky. "The state of late Protestant denominations.” Ukrainian religious studies.]
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In the 1990s, the most common forms of evangelism among Baptists were mass
evangelism. In the first half of the 1990s, thanks to such measures, the ranks of the EBC grew
by 50%. People who had no previous religious experience came to the church.
Evangelization had a powerfully prepared and advertised campaign, often using the media.
Musical numbers and sermons calling for repentance before God were obligatory at such
events. In addition to public evangelists, many qualified pastors also worked with people to
serve a large number of visitors. The experience of mass preaching by Protestants in Western
countries was noted. One of the subspecies of mass evangelism was service through the use
of easily constructed tents, without having to rent halls.

Also, since the beginning of the period of independent Ukraine, Evangelical Baptists
have traditionally used Christian holidays for evangelization, in particular Christmas and
Easter. During the warm period of the year, Evangelical Baptists hold the water baptism
service for new converts, which also calls for faith and repentance by those who have not yet
decided to make a covenant with God.’

One of the directions of evangelization was the mass construction of prayer houses,
which are the "business card" of the church's presence in a settlement. But celebrations, such
as jubilee events related to the history of the church, often take place in various rented public
spaces, such as community centers.®

In the second half of the 1990s, the EBC, like other late Protestant churches, increased
its types of gospel sermons. Among them: 1) sermons for different age groups; 2) the use of
charity as a means of drawing people's attention to the biblical message; 3) preaching by
small groups; 4) personal evangelism; 5) sermons in printed periodicals, radio, and television.

About 4,000 ordinary members of Evangelical Baptists were involved in personal
evangelization in the second half of the 1990s. This individual testimony program was called
Heart-to-Heart. It has been noted that personal evangelism is a very effective method of

attracting souls to Christ. However, this figure is also evidence that only a small number of

 TI. SIpoupkuit, “lucruTyanizaiis NMpoTeCTaHTH3MY K BUXiJ y CBIT,” Vkpaincoke peniziesnascmeo, no. 35
(2005): 240. [P. Yarotsky. "Institutionalization of Protestantism as a way out.” Ukrainian religious studies]

" M. Mokienko, “CBaHrenizamiiiHo-MicioHepchKa JIsIIBHICTD Mi3HIX NpoTecTaHTiB B Ykpaini (1988-2004 pp.),”
in @opym 20. [sadyame nem penucuo3nou c60000bl U AKMUGHOU MUCCUU 6 NOCHCOBECMKOM 00ujecmese:
HUmoeu, npobremvi, nepcnekmugsl eeancenvckux yepree (Kues: Iyx u nurepa, 2011), 305-306. [M. Mokienko.
“Evangelical Missionary Activity of Late Protestants in Ukraine (1988-2004).” In Forum 20. Twenty years of
religious freedom and active mission in post-Soviet society: Results, problems, prospects of evangelical
churches.]

8 T1. SIpoupkuii, “CTaH mi3HBOIIPOTECTAHTCHKHUX KoHDECIH,” Vrpaincvke peniziesnaecmeo, no. 46 (2008): 304-
305. [P. Yarotsky. "The state of late Protestant denominations.” Ukrainian religious studies.]
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Evangelical Baptists have responded to this project.® The Baptist author M. Cherenkov agrees
with this opinion, noting that in the 1990s--a favorable decade of spiritual thirst and
excitement of society--the Baptists did not use all of its chances for evangelism.
Consequently, since the beginning of the third millennium, there has been a growing apathy
towards religion in Ukrainian society.

Since 2001, an apologetic trend has developed among the Evangelical Baptists.
Literature is beginning to be published that focuses not simply on the call to repentance, but
on how to present the Christian faith to people who hold other religious views, or do not
acknowledge the existence of God at all, in a language and concepts they understand.
Especially noteworthy is the Christian Research and Apologetics Center. It is primarily
devoted to answering questions of people who do not acknowledge the existence of God.
There are also works and articles devoted to the view of the origin of the world and living
beings, which is an alternative to today's popular theory of evolution. Referring to the
scientific data and works of creationist scientists, this Apologetic Center defends the view of
the Intelligent Plan for the creation of the world and the truth of the biblical history of
Creation and the Flood. Special emphasis is on the literalness of the days of Creation in
Genesis 1, that is, that they lasted 24 hours, not a long period. Periodicals, books, brochures,
video lectures, master classes, seminars on creationism, etc. are published.

There is also the Center for Apologetic Research.!! Employees of the Center for
Apologetics Research define the purpose of their activities "primarily with cults, pseudo-
Christian movements, and dangerous tendencies.” They advocate a "high academic level" of
research, try to carefully "evaluate other movements” and "analyze." Since 2000, the so-
called "specialized evangelization” has been in force, the peculiarity of which is "the gospel
on a professional basis.” Various Christian organizations have sprung up under the
Evangelical Baptists, such as the Christian Medical Association, the Christian Businessmen's

Union, the Christian Military Service, and the Cornelius Herald.'?

° TI. SIpoupkuii, “IacTUTyanizalis MpOTECTAHTM3MY K BUXij y CBiT,” Vkpaincoxe peniziesnascmeo, no. 35
(2005): 241. [P. Yarotsky. "Institutionalization of Protestantism as a way out." Ukrainian religious studies.]

1 M. Yepenkor, “Tpancdopmarii comiarbHO-60TOCIOBCHKOT TIO3MINIi  yKPAiHCHKOTO —€BAHIENBCHKOTO
NPOTECTaHTU3MY,” Vipaincvike peniciesnascmso, no. 45 (2008): 135-40. [M. Cherenkov. “Transformations of
the Socio-Theological Position of Ukrainian Evangelical Protestantism.” Ukrainian religious studies.]

1 [lentp Anosnoreruunux Jociimkens. Accessed March 29, 2021. http://www.apologetika.org.ua/. [Center for
Apologetic Research.]

12 “Crucox opranizamniii-naptaepis BCL €XB.” Coro3 €panrensckux Xpuctusa-banructis Ykpainu, March
30, 2021. http://old.baptyst.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=17&Itemid=143&lang=ua.
["List of WCC ECB partner organizations." Union of Evangelical Baptists of Ukraine]; M. Mokienko,
“€BaHrei3aifHO-MICIOHEPChKa MisIBHICTH Mi3HIX mpoTecTaHTiB B Ykpaini (1988-2004 pp.),” in ®opym 20.
JIBaanath JeT peNMruo3HONH CBOOOJBI M aKTHBHOW MHUCCHHM B ITOCTCOBECTKOM oOmiectBe: MToru, mpoOiaemsl,
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As of 2005, the Evangelical Baptist Church has invited 3,513 foreign missionaries to
serve in Ukraine. At the same time, however, dependence on foreign missions gradually
diminished with the formation of a new generation of domestic church leaders. At present,
the missionary activity of Evangelical Baptists is focused on domestic rather than foreign
evangelicals, as was the case in the 1990s and the first half of the 2000s. Emphasis is placed
on local believers who are close to the Ukrainian mentality and culture to be active in
ministry and preaching.!3

Moreover, Ukrainian Baptists began sending Gospel preachers outside Ukraine. For
example, as of 2004, the EBC in Ukraine had sent more than 400 domestic missionaries to
Central Asia, the Balkans, the Baltics, and the Caucasus. Also in this denomination, there is a
call for the so-called “evangelization of life." It is based on the slogan, "Preach the word of
God always, and use words only when necessary.” It is a sermon without a pre-planned
program, a testimony to an occasion that arises in ordinary life situations.

During the years of Ukraine's independence, the EBC has built a strong network of
spiritual educational institutions, through which the Church provides itself with personnel for
ministry. Evangelical Baptist schools have declared the principle of not becoming copies of
foreign Christian institutions. However, there are also programs of cooperation with
theological educational institutions outside Ukraine. The reason for this is the insufficient
number of highly qualified theologians among domestic Baptists, so there is a need to attract
support from foreign educational institutions. At the same time, there is a tendency to involve
domestic specialists in non-theological subjects.

The methodology of teaching future ministers of the EBC takes into account the
contextualization of approaches to serving the cultural and national characteristics of the
diverse Ukrainian population. The development of Evangelical Baptist higher education
institutions is one of the signs of the interest of a large number of the church members in
obtaining higher education or secondary special education. It was this privilege that was

forbidden to believers during the communist regime. 4

MepCHeKTUBBl eBaHrenbckux nepksei (Kues: [yx um murepa, 2011), 309-11. [M. Mokienko. “Evangelical
Missionary Activity of Late Protestants in Ukraine (1988-2004).” In Forum 20. Twenty years of religious
freedom and active mission in post-Soviet society: Results, problems, prospects of evangelical churches.]

B3 1. SIpoupkwuit, “IlpoTectanTnsm B YKpaini: auHamika 3MiH. [10piBHIBHMI aHani3 iHCTHTYami3alii GparcTa
€BaHTENIbCHKUX XPHUCTUSH—OAnTHCTiB i oprawnizauii CiakiB €rosu,” Jloouna i ceim, no. 7 (2004): 7. [P.
Yarotsky. “Protestantism in Ukraine: dynamics of change. A comparative analysis of the institutionalization of
the Evangelical Baptist fraternity and the organization of Jehovah's Witnesses. > Human and world.]

14 11, SIpoupkuii, “IncTUTyanizamis NpOTECTAaHTU3MY AK BHUXiA Y CBIT,” Vkpaincvke peniziesnascmeo, no. 35
(2005): 247-48. [P. Yarotsky. "Institutionalization of Protestantism as a way out." Ukrainian religious studies]
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As of the end of 2013, there were about 40 theological schools in the EBC. In addition
to training specialists, they implement their programs in charitable institutions (boarding
schools, orphanages, hospitals, nursing homes, care for the homeless, AIDS patients, and
drug addicts). According to Chaplinsky, evangelical Christians are capable of shaping "social
patterns of behavior," and they have the potential to further develop toward a more open way
of preaching and implementing the biblical message in Ukrainian society.

Detailed information about the state of education of Evangelical Baptists is most
clearly displayed on the official website of this religious organization. For example, the
Tavriya Christian Institute currently teaches students in five different denominations in the
following programs: Bachelor of Theology (state license); Christian counseling; Master of
Women's Ministry.

As of 2017, about 300 students studied at the Odessa Theological Seminary. They
offer a variety of theoretical and practical programs on various aspects of Christian life and
ministry. The highest level of education offered by the seminary is a master's degree.*®

Kremenchuk Evangelical Seminary teaches, among other programs, a bachelor's
degree in women's ministry, a leader in family ministry, social ministry, and a preacher-
leader of small groups.'® In cooperation with this institution with the Tavriya Christian
Institute, the Master of Christian Leadership program was established.’

Kyiv Theological Seminary offers basic programs (bachelor's level) in such areas as
biblical studies, evangelism and church planting, world missionary activity, ministry for
youth and adolescents, pastoral and chaplaincy leadership, and Christian education. The
seminary, in cooperation with the Drahomanov National Pedagogical University, also
specializes in theology and religious studies. In addition, the seminary has master's programs
in the humanities in biblical and theological studies (this program is conducted by the Talbot

15 “TToctynas 8 OBC, Thl mOCTynaens IpaBwibHO!” BeeykpaiHChKHiA COI03 1IEPKOB €BAHI€NIbCHKMX XPHCTHSH -
Ganrructis, 2016. https://www.baptyst.com/postupaya-v-obs-ty-postupaesh-pravyln/. ['By entering the OBS,
you are doing the right thing!" All-Ukrainian Union of the Church of Evangelical Christians-Baptists.]

16 “Craryc QMMIOMOBaHMX YM TOTOBHICTH CIykuTH ['ocrioy.” BeeykpaiHChKHI COI03 IIEPKOB €BAHTENbCHKUX
xpuctusiH-6anrtuctie, 2018. thtps://www.baptyst.com/status-dyplomovanyh-chy-gotovnist-sluzhyty-gospodu/.
['Status of graduates or willingness to serve the Lord." All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches];
“TpuBae Habip y KpemeHuyupkili €BaHTesNbChbKiM ceMiHapii.” BceykpaiHChbKHMI COI03 IIEPKOB €BAHTEIBCHKUX
xpuctusiH-6antuctie, 2018. https://www.baptyst.com/tryvaye-nabir-u-kremenchutskij-yevangelskij-seminariyi/.
["Recruitment continues at the Kremenchug Evangelical Seminary." All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist
Churches].

I Tenaniit Hedronos, “Jlinep HaBuae mimepis.” BceykpaiHChKMil COIO3 HEPKOB €BAHTENbCBKMX XPHCTHSH-
Ganructis, 2018. https://www.baptyst.com/lider-navchaye-lideriv/. [Nefedov, Gennady. "A leader teaches
leaders." All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches.]
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School of Theology), biblical pastoral care, and youth ministry.® Kharkiv Bible College
trains preachers, chaplains, music leaders, and children's Sunday school teachers.

The Ukrainian Baptist Theological Seminary prepares bachelor degrees for the
organization of new churches and church preachers. Kharkiv Bible College trains preachers,
chaplains, music leaders, and children's Sunday school teachers.’® The Ukrainian Baptist
Theological Seminary prepares bachelors for the organization of new churches and church
preachers.?® In 2017, a cooperation agreement was signed between this seminary and the
International Institute of SCM from Canada. Within the framework of this cooperation, the
plan is to create a master's program, which will have state accreditation of international
standards. The aim is to train future ministers who will be able to train new leaders for the
church, as well as for various non-profit organizations associated with the church
organization and promote business structures to have a beneficial effect on Ukrainian
society.?!

Irpin Bible Seminary?® teaches students not only from Ukraine but also from
Moldova, the USA, and the Czech Republic. In 2019, 356 people became new students of the
seminary. Also in 2019, a new master's program "Biblical Pastoral Care™ was launched at the
seminary. Additionally, other areas of Christian ministry are evolving.?®

In 2017, the state recognized diplomas of graduates of Ukrainian theological
universities of various denominations of the "bachelor" level. The solemn event took place on
February 13 on the premises of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine. On that

day, more than two hundred graduates of theological schools were awarded certificates of

18 “Kuepckas 60rocioBckas CEMUHAPUS OTKpHIBAeT Habop abuTypueHtoB Ha 2017-2018 yue6ubli rox.”
Bceykpaincpkuii COI103 LIEPKOB €BAHI€JIbCHKUX XPUCTHSH-0AINTHUCTIB, 2018.
https://www.baptyst.com/kyevskaya-bogoslovskaya-semynaryya-otkryvaet-nabor-abyturyentov-na-2017-2018-
uchebnyj-god/ ["'Kiev Theological Seminary opens the recruitment of applicants for the 2017-2018 academic
year." All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches.]

1 Bikrop Bamnikos, “Bumyck y XapkiBcbkoMmy 6i6milfiHoMmy konemki.” BceeykpaiHChKUM COHO3 IIEPKOB
€BaHTENbCHKUX ~ XpUCTUsH-OanmTucTi, 2019.  https://www.baptyst.com/vypusk-u-harkivskomu-biblijnomu-
koledzhi/. [Victor Bannikov. "Graduation from Kharkiv Bible College." All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical
Baptist Churches.]

20 “Ceminapis y JIbBOBI CBATKY€ BUITYcK.” BceykpaiHChKuUii CO03 EPKOB €BAHIENbCHKMX XPUCTUAH-0AIITHCTIB,
2018. https://www.baptyst.com/seminariya-u-lvovi-svyatkuye-vypusk/. ["Seminary in Lviv celebrates
graduation.”" All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches.]

2L “MixnaponHi 3B’93KkM YKpaiHCHKOT Teosoriunoi ceMinapii.” BeeykpaiHChkuii COM3 [EPKOB €BAHTENLCHKUX
xpuctusi-Oanrtuctie,  2018.  https://www.baptyst.com/mizhnarodni-zv-yazky-ukrayinskoyi-teologichnoyi-
seminariyi/. ["International Relations of the Ukrainian Theological Seminary." All-Ukrainian Union of
Evangelical Baptist Churches.]

22 “Bpmyck B Upnenckoii cemunapun.” BeeykpaiHChKHil COKO3 IIEPKOB €BAHIENLCHKMX XPHUCTHUSH-OAINTHUCTIB,
2017. https://www.baptyst.com/vypusk-v-yrpenskoj-semynaryy/. ["Graduation from Irpen Seminary." All-
Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches.]

2 “B JpmiHChbKifi ceminapii crapTyBanu HOBi mporpamu.” BceykpaiHCHKHII COI03 LEPKOB €BAHTENIbCHKHMX
xpuctusH-6antuctis, 2019. https://www.baptyst.com/u-irpinskij-seminariyi-startuvaly-novi-programy/ ["New
programs have started at Irpin Seminary." All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches.]
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recognition of their diplomas by the Deputy Minister of Education and Science Yuriy
Rashkevych, a member of the National Team of Experts on Higher Education Reform in
Ukraine. Among others, 40 graduates of the Kremenchuk Evangelical Seminary received
certificates. However, for the spiritual institutions of Evangelical Baptists, this was not the
ultimate achievement. Their goal is to obtain state recognition of not only bachelor's but also
master's degrees. This state recognition allows theological university graduates to become
more integrated into society and exert an evangelical influence on it.?*

In May 2019, for the first time in the history of Ukraine, the Evangelical Baptist
educational institution and the Tavriya Christian Institute received a state license. Thus, the
process of study at this university will be recognized by state institutions on a par with other
accredited universities in Ukraine, and not merely as a religious activity.?®

Many diverse events and scientific conferences are held in Baptist seminaries.
Evangelical Baptist educators raise the question of the relationship between the Baptist
tradition and the church's response to the challenges of modern times. It speaks to the
difference between the theological tradition as a positive phenomenon of the church life of
Evangelical Baptists and distorted traditionalism, which can slow down the spiritual and
quantitative development of the church.?® The participants of the meetings are looking for
ways to promote the development of science through the prism of the Christian worldview.
For this purpose, the plan is to write dissertations, books, articles, and hold conferences and
round tables through and alongside the development of scientific journalism and cooperation
with the media based on this topic, and interaction with Christian scholars at the local, state,
European, and world levels. Additional goals are to write educational textbooks by

Christians, create new educational subjects, and record online lessons.?” The flexibility of the

24 “BpyueHHs CBiIONTB NpO JepKaBHE BHM3HAHHA JyXOBHOi OCBiTH.” BceykpaiHChKMI COM0O3 LEPKOB
€BaHTeNbCHKUX XpHCTHsAH-OanTuctiB, 2017. https://www.baptyst.com/vruchennya-svidotstv-pro-derzhavne-
vyznannya-duhovnoyi-osvity/. ["Presentation of certificates of state recognition of spiritual education." All-
Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches.]

%5 “Tappilicbkuii XPUCTUSHCHLKMIT IHCTUTYT OTpPUMAaB JepKaBHy JileH3it0.” BceykpaiHChKMil COHO3 LIEPKOB
€BaHTEIbCHKUX XpHCTHAH-0anTrcTiB, 2019. https://www.baptyst.com/tavrijskyj-hrystyyanskyj-instytut-otrymav-
derzhavnu-litsenziyu/. ["The Tavriya Christian Institute has received a state license." All-Ukrainian Union of
Evangelical Baptist Churches.]

% @enip Crpmxauyk. ““Hose i crape’ — B Opmeci npoifuumia MikHapojHa GOroclOBChKa KOH(eEpeHIis.”
BceykpaiHCbKHil CO03 LIEPKOB €BAaHTENbCHKUX XpHCTHsAH-OanTuctiB, 2019. https://www.baptyst.com/nove-i-
stare-v-odesi-projshla-mizhnarodna-bogoslovska-konferentsiya/. [Fedor Strizhachuk. "™New and old' - an
international theological conference was held in Odessa." All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist
Churches.]

27 “Byeni 3 nepkoB €Xb 06‘canamucs.” BceeykpaiHChbKuii cOI03 IIEPKOB €BAHTENbCHKUX XPUCTUSAH-OANTHCTIB,
2018. https://www.baptyst.com/vcheni-z-tserkov-yehb-ob-yednalysya/, ["Scientists from the ECB churches
have united." All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches.]
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EBC to perceive and respond to the transformations and demands of Ukrainian society can be
traced to the development of social service. Baptists perceive the existing reality and work to
expand and deepen their activities. Thus, if in the 1990s the EBC focused on short-term
programs with a small thematic content, now there is the development of larger evangelistic
and spiritual-educational projects aimed at showing the population of Ukraine the relevance
and scientific validity of the Bible and its reporting.?®

During the Soviet era, Baptists, as well as representatives of other religions, were in a
marginal position in Soviet society. M. Cherenkov claims that strange as it may sound,
evangelical Christians "living under an atheistic regime was calmer than in an open pluralistic
society."?® Although for decades the believers were in difficult conditions, a certain strategy
has already been developed for them. In the new realities of religious freedom, the church has
had to respond to the new challenges of the new social order and the question of defining its
own identity in it.

Finding answers to these challenges has often created tensions between two divergent
trends in attitudes toward the world. After all, like other late Protestant churches in Ukraine,
Baptists emphasize the New Testament principle: "You are not of the world." However, on
the other hand, the Church is called to be "in the world." This means that, on the one hand,
the mission of Christ's followers is to avoid the sinful influence of society, but on the other
hand, they are called to enlighten those who do not yet know God for their salvation, and in
addition to oral enlightenment, to assist the urgent needs of people outside the church.
Among responses to the challenges of the time, the most notable is social service.

Since the 2000s, social activity has been growing among Evangelical Baptist
Christians. Yes, Baptists are ready to establish cooperation with non-Christian organizations
for the implementation of social and charitable projects for the Ukrainian population.
However, guided by the above New Testament paradigm, they are critical of the worldviews

that have anti-Christian and anti-moral elements.%

28 M. Mokienko, “€BaHrenizaliifHo-MicioHepchKa MisAbHICTD Mi3HIX IPOTECTaHTIB B Ykpaini (1988-2004 pp.),”
in @opym 20. Hdeaoyame nem penucuosnoi c60600bl U AKMUEHOU MUCCUU 6 NOCICOBECKOM obujecmee:
Hmoeu, npobnemvl, nepcnexmusnl esaneenvekux yepkeeti (Kues: lyx u mutepa, 2011), 309-311. [M. Mokienko
“Evangelical Missionary Activity of Late Protestants in Ukraine (1988-2004).” In Forum 20. Twenty years of
religious freedom and active mission in post-Soviet society: Results, problems, prospects of evangelical
churches.]

% M. Yepenkos, “Tpancdopmarii cOIiaTbHO-GOTOCIOBCHKOI MO3MILi  YKPaiHCBKOTO —€BaHTENbCHKOTO
NPOTECTAHTU3MY,” VKpaiucvke peniciesnaecmeo, no. 45 (2008): 135. [M. Cherenkov. “Transformations of the
Socio-Theological Position of Ukrainian Evangelical Protestantism.” Ukrainian religious studies.]

30 A. XKanoBara, “AHTpPOIOJIOTIYHI ACIIEKTH Cy4acHOTO MPOTECTAHTCHKOTO IPONOBiAyBaHHs (HACHTIIKM KOHTEHT-
aHanizy),” Vkpaincoxe peniziesnascmeo, no. 22 (2002): 40-41. [A. Zhalovaga. "Anthropological aspects of
modern Protestant preaching (consequences of content analysis)." Ukrainian religious studies.]
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The EBC has turned its attention to charity. This type of service was not possible
during the communist regime. Now it is one of the central ones in the social activities of
Evangelical Baptists. To implement charitable projects, like other Ukrainian Protestants, the
Church of Evangelical Baptists today has charities, rehabilitation centers, nursing homes, and
more.3!

Baptists have fruitfully conducted special programs for prisoners, emphasizing the
change in the way of life of convicts, repentance and faith in God, and their subsequent
socialization after the prison. The work of rehabilitation centers for alcohol and drug addicts
shows positive results. For example, as of 2003, approximately 70% of the patients of the
Evangelical Baptist Rehabilitation Center in Chernivtsi Oblast were on the path of correction
and returned to sober living and became members of local churches. However, it should be
said that working with addicts requires a lot of patience, effort, and time. A positive result is
not always guaranteed, so this service shows a desire to help people at any cost, to do
something useful for society, rather than a way to increase the number of converts.

Volunteering is also common among Baptists. For example, in the 2000s, members of
the EBC in Cherkasy showed Christian charity by working in a tube dispensary as cleaners
and nurses.

The organization of summer camps for orphans and minors from large and low-
income families has also become traditional. One of the areas of assistance to orphans is the
organization of family-type orphanages with funding from foreign Christian missions and in
cooperation with the All-Ukrainian Christian Orphan Foundation "Strumok™ in Kyiv.%?

A clear indicator of Baptist social activism since 2014 has been humanitarian action,
which is a response to the challenges posed by the war in Donbas. Thus, to help the victims in
the zone of military conflict in this region in July 2018, the faithful of the Evangelical
Baptists of Ukraine sent about 90 tons of cargo to the needy. The aid included food and
hygiene Kits, which were sent to about 20,000 adults and children. The European Baptist
Federation, the German charity Bread for the World, the German Baptist Relief, and Disaster

31 M. Mokienko, “Cranrenizaniiino-MicioHepchKa JisIBHICTh Mi3HIX MpoTecTanTis B Ykpaini (1988-2004 pp.),”
in @opym 20. [sadyame nem penucuo3nou c60000bl U AKMUGHOU MUCCUU 6 NOCHCOBECMKOM obujecmee:
HUmoeu, npobremvl, nepcnekmugnl esancenvckux yepkeeu (Kues: yx u mutepa, 2011), 304. [M. Mokienko.
“Evangelical Missionary Activity of Late Protestants in Ukraine (1988-2004).” In Forum 20. Twenty years of
religious freedom and active mission in post-Soviet society: Results, problems, prospects of evangelical
churches.]

32 Q. Jlipauk. “AHaji3 Ta OCMHCIEHHS COLIaNbHOTO CIYKIHHS II’SSTUIECATHHKIB, OANTHCTIB Ta aABEHTHUCTIB y
cyvacHiit Ykpaiui.” lines: naykosuii sichux, no. 113 (2016): 112-13. [O. Lirnyk. "Analysis and understanding
of the social ministry of Pentecostals, Baptists and Adventists in modern Ukraine." Gilea: scientific bulletin.]
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Relief also participated in this charity project. At that time, since the beginning of the armed
conflict, 170,000 people in the Donbas have received financial assistance from the ECB.%

As for social doctrines, Baptists, like other Ukrainian Protestants, take an
unequivocally negative stance on abortion, euthanasia, and human genetic engineering.
Among other aspects of the social doctrine of Evangelical Baptists, it is worth noting the
support for private property. In this case, the acquisition of wealth is not an end in itself; it is
considered to belong to God and is given to the believer to do good deeds. Humans are not
the owner of wealth but only its managers and have to answer to God for how they dispose of
it.

As for the Baptists' view of the family, marriage is "a union between a man and a
woman for mutual help, support, and the continuation of the human race."** That is, the
emphasis is exclusively on the marriage of two people of the opposite sex. Taking this
position, the EBC in Ukraine pursues a consistent strategic line against what it calls a "gender
policy offensive," against LGBT propaganda. Statements have been repeatedly made to state
bodies to prevent LGBT people from "marrying, adopting children, occupying a prestigious
place in society, and promoting their views in schools, universities, and kindergartens."*® To
achieve this goal, days of fasting and prayer were also announced.3®

The EBC expresses its position before the government of Ukraine and in other cases
that, in the opinion of the Baptists, pose a threat to the Ukrainian nation. Thus, in December
2015, representatives of the EBC, represented by the Chairman of the All-Ukrainian Union of

Evangelical Baptist Churches, Valery Antonyuk, condemned the Ukrainian government's

3 Banructu Bigmpasunu Ha JlonGac 90 TOHH rymaHniTapHoi jgomomoru.” Pemirilino-lngopmaniiina Ciyx6a
VYxpainu, 2018. https://risu.ua/baptisti-vidpravili-na-donbas-90-tonn-gumanitarnoji-dopomogi_n91899.
["'Baptists sent 90 tons of humanitarian aid to Donbass." Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]

34 €. Byra, “ColiialibHi JOKTPUHYM MPOTECTAHTH3MY B KOHTEKCTI COL[IOKYJIETYPHHUX IEPETBOPEHL YKPATHCHKOTO
cycminbeTBa,” Haykogi npayi [Qopromopcokoeo deparcasnoeo yuisepcumemy imeni Illempa Mozunu xomniexcy
“Kueso-Moeunancoka axademin’]. Cep. : Couyionocis, no. 213 (2013): 38. https://risu.ua/baptisti-proti-quot-
nastupu-gendernoji-politiki-quot-odnak-v-minyusti-stverdzhuyut-shcho-ukrajini-ce-ne-grozit_n56674.; [E.
Buga. "Social doctrines of Protestantism in the context of socio-cultural transformations of Ukrainian society."
Scientific works of the Petro Mohyla Black Sea State University of the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy complex]. Ser. :
Sociology.]

% “BanTucti mpoTH ‘HAacTyIy TEeHJEPHOI MOJITHKK’, OJHAK B MIHIOCTI CTBEp/PKYIOTh, MO YKpaiHi e He
rpo3uts.” Peniriino-Indopmaniitna Cnyx6a Ykpainu, 2012. ["'Baptists oppose the ‘gender policy offensive,’ but
the Justice Department says Ukraine is not threatened." Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]

36 “YkpaiHchki 6aNTHCTH MOIUTHMYTHCA, 100K micid acowianii 3 €C Hac OMMHYJIO JHXO I'piXa Ta po3MycTH.”
Pemniriitno-Indopmariiina Ciy:x6a Ykpainu, 2013. https://risu.ua/ukrajinski-baptisti-molitimutsya-shchobi-
pislya-asociaciji-z-yes-nas-ominulo-liho-griha-ta-rozpusti_n65607. ["Ukrainian Baptists will pray that after the
association with the EU we will escape the scourge of sin and debauchery.” Religious Information Service of
Ukraine.]
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attempts to legalize gambling.®” Additionally, Baptists have an active social position in trying
to find ways to solve global and personal problems, including the promotion of healthy
lifestyles, fostering in society the desire for education, creative expression, and active
entrepreneurship. That is, the EBC has the potential to motivate Ukrainian society to be
active for the benefit of the people and the state.®

The EBC believes that the embodiment of practical piety in the lives of Christians will
be the key to the presence of harmony, freedom, and good in society. Therefore,
conscientious work is one of the responsibilities of a Christian, and it should not contain any
form of fraud or violence.

Although during the Soviet period the attitude of Baptists to the state was quite
negative due to the constant persecution of believers, with the beginning of religious freedom
in independent Ukraine, this attitude gradually began to change. Due to the emigration of
many families of Soviet-era Baptists and their replacement by younger newly converted
Ukrainians, the church community generally developed a more positive view of believers in
state institutions. Already in the first years of Ukraine's independence, Hryhoriy Komendant,
head of the All-Ukrainian Union of Evangelical Baptist Churches, stressed that along with
moral responsibility to God, Baptists are "conscious citizens of our Ukraine" who contribute
to building an independent state.*® In the first years of Ukraine's independence, the EBC
sided with Ukrainization, becoming one of the initiators of the Ukrainian Bible Society,
which aimed to distribute Bibles in the state language.*

Also, looking at the positive experience of foreign Protestants in the socio-political

life of Western countries, Ukrainian Baptists increasingly understood that Christian service

87 «“Vpsan mae jociyxaTucs 10 3aCy/KeHHs Jierajizallii a3apTHUX irop 3 60Ky 1epKOB pi3HHX KOHQecii — 3asBa
€BaHTeNIbCHKUX XPUCTUSIH-OanTucTiB.” PeniriiiHo-Indopmaniitna Ciyx6a Ykpainu, 2015. https://risu.ua/uryad-
maye-dosluhatisya-do-zasudzhennya-legalizaciji-azartnih-igor-z-boku-cerkov-riznih-konfesiji-zayava-
yevangelskih-hristiyan-baptistiv_n77364. ["The government must listen to the condemnation of the legalization
of gambling by churches of different denominations,” said Evangelical Baptists. Religious Information Service
of Ukraine.]

38 B. Yannmuckuid, “T'eHe3UC U TUIIONOTKS 0aNnTU3Ma M TEH/EHIUH PA3BUTHS €r0 BEPOYYEHHUs B OCTCOBETCKMIA
niepron,” Penicia ma coyiym, no. 1-2 (2014): 295-97. [Chaplinsky, V. "Genesis and typology of Baptism and
tendencies in the development of its doctrine in the post-Soviet period." Religion and social.]

3% E. Byra, “ConianbHi JIOKTPUHH NPOTECTAHTU3MY B KOHTEKCTI COI[IOKYJIbTYPHHUX MEPETBOPEHDL YKPATHCHKOTO
cycninbctBa,” Haykogi npayi [Hopromopcokoeo deporcasnozo yuieepcumemy imeni Ilempa Moeunu komniexcy
“Kuego-Moeunsncoka axademis”’]. Cep. : Coyionozis, no. 213 (2013): 37-38. . [E. Buga. "Social doctrines of
Protestantism in the context of socio-cultural transformations of Ukrainian society." Scientific works of the
Petro Mohyla Black Sea State University of the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy complex]. Ser. : Sociology.]

40 M. Mokienko, “TpancopMmallisi CyCIiILHO-TIONITHYHUX MOTJIAIIB €BAHTEILCHKUX XPUCTUSH-6anTHCTiB (XX
— moyarok XXI crt.),” Penizis ma Coyiym, no. 2 (2013): 48. [M, Mokienko. "Transformation of socio-political
views of Evangelical Baptists (XX - early XXI century.)." Religion and Society.]

4L T1. SIpoupkwuii, “CTaH Mi3HEONPOTECTAHTCHKUX KoHDecii,” Vikpaiucovke peniciesnascmso, no. 46 (2008): 326.
[P. Yarotsky. "The state of late Protestant denominations.” Ukrainian religious studies.]
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should be aimed at addressing the pressing needs of people’s lives, and political activity can
be one tool to address these needs.

Although the EBC as an organization cannot participate in politics and the electoral
process, members of the Church as citizens of Ukraine are not prohibited from participating
in politics. Gradually, the activity of Ukrainian Protestants, in particular Evangelical Baptists,
shifted from social and civic activity to political activity. Thus, since 2002, Baptists have
regularly participated in election campaigns and feel called to work in various positions for
the benefit of the Ukrainian state. Thus, hundreds of Baptists were elected deputies of
different levels of government: city councils, regional councils, the Verkhovna Rada.*?

The ECB specifies that the Church, on the one hand, and society and politics, on the
other, must not merge, because they are on different planes and pursue different goals.
Baptists emphasize that the Church as a whole cannot have any political position or support
any political party. Also, the Evangelical Baptist Church cannot fulfill its mission by using its
influence on public authorities.*?

However, this does not mean that the representatives of the Church cannot express
certain opinions about certain political events in the country. During the dramatic events of
the 2004 presidential election, dubbed the Orange Revolution, the reaction of the leadership
of Evangelical Baptists can be seen. Thus, during the events of November 29, 2004, the
Meeting of Christian Churches of Ukraine sent an appeal entitled "Open Letter to the
Incumbent President of Ukraine, Mr. Leonid Kuchma." In the letter, church leaders called on
then President of Ukraine to pass an "examination of conscience,” from which the people of
Ukraine expect "fateful decisions.” With these decisive steps, Leonid Kuchma could dispel
public distrust of certain actions of public authorities. The president was called to account for
"officials who are guilty of rigging the election by abusing power, as well as those who are
plotting to split the country."** Hryhoriy Komendant, the head of the All-Ukrainian Union of

42 1. Slpouskuii, “Tpancopmarisi Mi3HEONPOTECTAHTCHKMX KOH(ecii B HesanexHil Yxpaini,” Cogis.
T'ymanimapro-peniciesnasuuii sichux, No. 2 (2016): 78, 80. [P. Yarotsky. “Transformation of Late Protestant
Denominations in Independent Ukraine.” Sofia. Humanities and Religion Bulletin.]

43 M. Mokienko, “TpancopMmallisi CyCIiILHO-TIONITHYHUX MOTJISAIIB €BAHTENLCHKUX XPUCTUSH-6anTHCTIB (XX
— movatok XXI cr.),” Penicia ma Coyiym, no. 2 (2013): 50-51. [M. Mokienko. "Transformation of socio-
political views of Evangelical Baptists (XX - early XXI century.)." Religion and Society.]

44 “Pepniriiimi migepu 3aKknuKaroTh KydMmy TombaTH mOpo 3aKOHHY Ilepefady MOBHOBAKEHb HOBOMY
Ipesupentosi.” JIpBiBchKkuit moprai, 2004. https://portal.lviv.ua/news/2004/11/30/104643. ["Religious leaders
are urging Kuchma to take care of the legal transfer of power to the new president." Lviv portal.]
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Evangelical Christians-Baptists, also signed the appeal. This was evidence of the "pro-
Ukrainian identity” of this denomination.*®

The leadership of the Evangelical Baptists also spoke about the events of the Orange
Revolution. It was argued that the unity of society, which was manifested on the Maidan in
2004, was evidence in particular of the fact that no religion should have any special privileges
and be obligatory or dominant in the Ukrainian state.*®

But the greatest turning point in understanding the attitude of the Church of
Evangelical Baptists to political and social processes was the Revolution of Dignity in late
2013 to early 2014. At that time, there was not only a threat of violation of the rights and
freedoms of Ukrainian citizens by the then leadership of the Ukrainian state. There was the
question of the very existence of Ukraine and its sovereignty and independence. It was these
events that led to the determination of some Ukrainian Baptists regarding civic activity
during this turbulent period. They realized themselves as a "full-fledged church™ in Ukrainian
society, which must cast its vote and express its position.

It is worth noting that the entire Evangelical Baptist community has not taken such an
active civic stance. Certain Baptist communities that maintained the attitude toward the state
and power formed during the Soviet period continued to believe that it was necessary to stand
aside from any political processes.

The Baptists who took a proactive position drew their theological basis from the
works of Western Baptists, for whom it is customary not to stand aside from the life of
society. Thus, the theology of social transformations arose on Ukrainian soil, which was
called "Theology of the Maidan." This new theological approach was an attempt to bring the
Church, in particular the EBC, closer to society.*’

At the beginning of the Revolution of Dignity in November 2013, Evangelical Baptist
theologians said that "Baptists cannot remain neutral when Ukraine stands on Euromaidan.”
It is also noted that on the one hand, evangelical churches do not call on their faithful to take

part in political rallies, however, on the other hand, every believer as a citizen of Ukraine by

4 TOpawm, Auapiit. “Vkpainceki Ilepksu i TIpesuaenTcbki BUGopu: MuroOu 3 M060BU i 3a pospaxyHkoM (1
yact.).” Pemniriitno-Inpopmaniiina Ciyxba VYkpainu, 2005. https:/risu.ua/ukrajinski-cerkvi-i-prezidentski-
vibori-shlyubi-z-lyubovi-i-za-rozrahunkom-1-chast_n8904. [Andrew Yurash. "Ukrainian Churches and the
Presidential Elections: Marriages of Love and Calculation (Part 1)." Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]
4 M. Mokienxo, “Ili3HBONIPOTECTAHTCHKI KOH(ecii y BuGopuili kamnanii 2004 p.,” Kyabmyporoziunuil éichux,
no. 16 (2006): 52. [M Mokienko. “Late Protestant denominations in the 2004 election campaign” Cultural
Bulletin.]

4 T. Tpery6, “‘Uuraty 3Haku dyacy’: BiTUM3HSHA OAaNTHUCTChKA TEOJIOTiS y CBiTJi BIUIMBIB CYCHiIBHHX
Tpancdopmariii B YKpaiHi Ta pociicbKo-yKpaiHCBhKOI BiliHH,” Yipainceke penicieznaecmeo, no. 84 (2017): 120-
123. [G. Tregub. “‘ Reading the Signs of the Times *: Domestic Baptist Theology in the Light of the Influences
of Social Transformations in Ukraine and the Russian-Ukrainian War.” Ukrainian religious studies.]
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participating in rallies shows his/her civic position, which is inseparable from the Christian
faith.*®

The leadership of the Evangelical Baptists also called on the security forces not to
carry out the "shameful orders” of their leadership due to the bloody events on the Maidan,
which led to "immoral fratricide."®

In the turbulent events of the Revolution of Dignity in late February 2014, the
leadership of the EBC called on the Evangelical Churches of Ukraine to do everything
possible to heal the emotional wounds caused by the bloody confrontation to restore
Ukrainian society. It was emphasized that on the Maidan the church served people with the
Word of God, volunteers, and medical care, and also supplied clothes and food. The need to
restore justice and due justice in the country was emphasized, as well as the need to form a
Government of People's Confidence and to hold transparent presidential elections.>

During the active phase of the Russian Federation's armed aggression on Ukraine
during the period of political instability in May 2014, the EBC declared fasting and prayer for
the peaceful election of the President of Ukraine and the cessation of hostilities and
stabilization of the situation in Ukraine.>

Calls for National Lent and Prayer for Peace in the EBC are in line with the threats
facing the state, such as asking God for mercy for Ukraine and protection of its integrity, as
well as for the healing of the wounded and comfort for the victims and families of the dead.>?

Baptists have a representative in the Public Council at the Ministry of Defense. In

particular, he oversees the access of ministers of his denomination to military units where

48 “BanTUCTH He MOXYTh 3allMIIATHCS HEWTpalbHUMHM, KONM YKpaiHa croite Ha €BpoMaiifaHi, - 3asBa
6orocnogis.” Peniriitno-Indopmaniiina Ciyx6a Ykpainu, 2013. https://risu.ua/baptisti-ne-mozhut-zalishatisya-
neytralnimi-koli-ukrajina-stojit-na-yevromaydani-zayava-bogosloviv_n66221. ["Baptists cannot remain neutral
when Ukraine stands on Euromaidan,” theologians said. Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]

49 “T'onosa BCILI €Xb 3ak/IMKkaB CUIOBUKIB He BUKOHYBAaTH raHeOHi Hakasu.” Peniriiin0-Indopmaniiina Ciryxoa
Vkpainu, 2014. https://risu.ua/golova-vsc-yehb-zaklikav-silovikiv-ne-vikonuvati-ganebni-nakazi_n67373. ["The
chairman of the WCC EHB called on the security forces not to carry out shameful orders." Religious
Information Service of Ukraine.]

50 “Illonenini no 25 TpaBHsA Ha MaiifaHi MOIMTHUMYThCS 3a CTaOimi3alliio, €AHICTL Ta HidicHicTs Ykpainu.”
Pemniriitno-Ingopmariiina Ciyx6a Ykpaiau, 2014. https://risu.ua/shchonedili-do-25-travnya-na-maydani-
molitimutsya-za-stabilizaciyu-yednist-ta-cilisnist-ukrajini_n67889. ["'Every Sunday until May 25, Maidan will
pray for the stabilization, unity and integrity of Ukraine." Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]

51 “IlepkBu 6paTCTBa €BAHTENBCHKUX XPUCTUSH-OANTHCTIB TOCUIEHO MOJMTUMYThCS Ta TOCTUTHUMYTH 3a
uimicHicts Ykpainu.” Peniriiino-Indopmariiina Cnyxba VYkpaiau, 2014. https://risu.ua/cerkvi-bratstva-
yevangelskih-hristiyan-baptistiv-posileno-molitimutsya-ta-postitimut-za-cilisnist-ukrajini_n68677. ["Churches
of the Evangelical Baptist Brotherhood will pray and fast for the integrity of Ukraine." Religious Information
Service of Ukraine.]

52 “Banrructn oronocuiu HanioHansHuii micT Ta MOMMTBY 3a MUp B Ykpaini.” Pemniriitno-Iadopmaniiina Ciryx6a
VYkpainu, 2014. https://risu.ua/baptisti-ogolosili-nacionalniy-pist-ta-molitvu-za-mir-v-ukrajini_n70485.
["Baptists proclaim National Lent and Prayer for Peace in Ukraine." Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]
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Baptist soldiers serve.>® Especially after 2014, the issue of military chaplaincy became
relevant in the Evangelical Baptist Church. To achieve this, training was conducted to obtain
professional chaplaincy assistance. Ukrainian Baptists learned their chaplaincy experience
from foreign Christian chaplains with many years of experience.>

On January 22, 2019, the public union "All-Ukrainian Council” was registered, the
purpose of which is to "ensure the Christian way of development of Ukraine” through the
implementation of projects in the fields of culture, education, and others. It is emphasized
that the All-Ukrainian Council is not a political party, but it includes Christian politicians.
Oleksandr Turchynov, Secretary of the National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine
and a member of the Evangelical Baptist Church, was elected coordinator of the All-
Ukrainian Council. The Spiritual Council of this union includes the leaders of several
Protestant denominations in Ukraine. Among them was the head of the All-Ukrainian Union
of Evangelical Baptist Churches, Valery Antonyuk.>

The EBC is actively involved in interfaith associations, such as the Council of
Evangelical Protestant Churches of Ukraine and the All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and
Religious Organizations®® Within this organization, Baptists, along with other churches, were
the initiators of all-Ukrainian prayers for various needs: 1) for peace in Ukraine and the
cessation of armed aggression of the Russian Federation, 2) for the military in the anti-
terrorist operation (ATO) zone and for those who suffered from this armed conflict, and 3)

for God's protection from the coronavirus pandemic.®’

53 “VikpaiHchbki GanTHCTM MalOTh HOBOTO IIpejcTaBHHKA B MiHoGoponu.” Pemiriiino-Indopmaniiina Ciyxoa

Vkpainu, 2011. https://risu.ua/ukrajinski-baptisti-mayut-novogo-predstavnika-v-minoboroni_n50270.
["Ukrainian Baptists have a new representative in the Ministry of Defense." Religious Information Service of
Ukraine.]

% «y Kuiscbkiil 6Gorocnosebkiit ceminapii BCL] €XB BinOyscs HaByanbHUMi ceMiHap Ui BilfiChKOBHX

kamenaniB.” Pemiriitno-ladopmariiiina Ciyx6a Vpainu, 2019. https://risu.ua/u-kijivskiy-bogoslovskiy-
seminariji-vsc-yehb-vidbuvsya-navchalniy-seminar-dlya-viyskovih-kapelaniv_n96123. ["A training seminar for
military chaplains was held at the Kyiv Theological Seminary of the WCC EHB." Religious Information Service
of Ukraine.]

% “Cpanrensceki LlepkBu i rpomajchkki Jisui 3acHyBaaum Trpomajchky crinky ‘Beeykpaincekuit CoGop.””
Peniriitno-Indopmaniiitna Couyxba VYkpaian, 2019. https://risu.ua/yevangelski-cerkvi-i-gromadski-diyachi-
zasnuvali-gromadsku-spilku-vseukrajinskiy-sobor_n95968. ["Evangelical Churches and public figures founded
the public association® All-Ukrainian Council. *” Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]

%  “Iupopmauis mpo BPLIiPO.” Bceykpainceka Pana IlepkoB 1 penirifiaux —opramizamidi, n.d.
https://vrciro.org.ua/ua/council/info. ["Information about VRTSIRO." All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and
Religious Organizations]; and “IIpo PEIIY.” Pama €Banrenscokux [Iporecrantchkux lepkoB Ykpainu, n.d.
http://repcu.org/about/. ["About REPCU." Council of Evangelical Protestant Churches of Ukraine.]

57 “Cpanrenbchki LlepkBu 3acyauiM pocilicbKy arpecito i 3akiamkamM o nocujieHoi monuteu.” Peiriiino-
Indopmaniiina Cnyx6a VYkpainu, 2014. https://risu.ua/yevangelski-cerkvi-zasudili-rosiysku-agresiyu-i-
zaklikali-do-posilenoji-molitvi_n67815. ["Evangelical Churches condemned Russian aggression and called for
intensified prayer." Religious Information Service of Ukraine]; “Pama €Banrenscbkux IIpoTecTaHTCHKHX
IepxoB VYkpainu inimitoe Bceykpaincbky momutBy.” PemiriitHo-Inpopmarniiina Ciyx6a Ykpaian, 2021.
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There are also appeals to the President of Ukraine when bills are put forward that
could restrict freedom of conscience and religion in Ukraine.®® The members of the
association issues appeals to stop showing television programs which promote psychic and
occult practices,®® and call on the authorities to combat the spread of gambling.®

A special time for Protestants, including Evangelical Baptists, was the celebration of
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in Ukraine. The celebration took place at the state
level following the decree of the President of Ukraine issued in the spring of 2016. The
project was named R-500, and various Protestant churches in Ukraine collaborated fruitfully
together. The celebration period lasted from the fall of 2016 and ended in late 2017. The
event was chaired by Pavlo Unguryan, a member of the Verkhovna Rada and a member of
the EBC. This was one of the best opportunities to show that Protestants in general, and
Baptists in particular, are not sectarians, as they are often called, but recognized
denominations valued at the highest state level--at the level of the President of the Ukrainian
state. This privilege made it possible not only to hold spiritual concerts and other various
evangelical events, which were still widespread in the EBC. Thanks to the R-500, thematic
discussions, and classes in secondary schools, universities, libraries, etc. have become
possible. It was an opportunity not only to talk about the events related to the Reformation in
Europe but also to acquaint society with the views and activities of the church.5!

Also, since the celebration of the anniversary of the Protestant Reformation in 2017,
the EBC, along with other churches, has been actively involved in organizing and holding

https://risu.ua/rada-yevangelskih-protestantskih-cerkov-ukrayini-iniciyuye-vseukrayinskumolitvu_n116653.
["The Council of Evangelical Protestant Churches of Ukraine initiates the All-Ukrainian Prayer." Religious
Information Service of Ukraine]; “TIpeacraBHuku m’sTH KOH(ECiH CHIIBHO MOJHIHCS 33 YKPAlHChKUX
BilicbkoBHKIB.” PemiriiiHo-IH(popmariiitna Ciy:x6a Ykpainu, 2013. https://risu.ua/predstavniki-p-yati-konfesiy-
spilno-molilisya-za-ukrajinskih-viyskovikiv_n61128. ["Representatives of five denominations prayed together
for the Ukrainian military." Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]

8 “XpuctusHceki llepkBn 3akimkatoTh IlpesujieHTa BETyBaTH 3MiHH [0 3aKOHy Npo CBOOOAY COBiCTi.”
Penmiriitno-Iadopmariiitna Ciyx6a VYkpainu, 2012. https://risu.ua/hristiyanski-cerkvi-zaklikayut-prezidenta-
vetuvati-zmini-do-zakonu-pro-svobodu-sovisti_n59561. ["Christian Churches call on the President to veto
amendments to the Law on Freedom of Conscience." Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]

% “TnaBu eBaHTebChKUX 1IEPKOB 3aKIMKAKOTh NPUIIMHUTH [OKA3 TENENporpaM 3 OKYJIbTHMMH Ta
EKCTPAaCEeHCOPHUMH IpakTUKaMu.” Pemiriiino-Ingopmariiina Ciyx6a Ykpainu, 2010. https://risu.ua/glavi-
yevangelskih-cerkov-zaklikayut-pripiniti-pokaz-teleprogram-z-okultnimi-ta-ekstrasensornimi-
praktikami_n43208. ["Evangelical Church leaders are calling for an end to television programs with occult and
psychic practices." Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]

0 “Pana enmckomiB JIbBOBa 3aKiMKana JepikaBHy Bialy OOPOTHCH i3 TpalbHHM GisHecom.” PeniriiinHo-
Inpopmauiitna Cryx6a VYxpainu, 2018. https://risu.ua/rada-yepiskopiv-lvova-zaklikala-derzhavnu-vladu-
borotis-iz-gralnim-biznesom_n95419. ["The Council of Bishops of Lviv called on the state authorities to fight
the gambling business." Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]

6l “Pepopmanisni-500: sk ykpaiHCBKI IPOTECTAHTH BHKOPHCTaNM IoBinei.” Pemiriiino-lIadopmaniiina Ciyxoa
VYkpainu, 2017. https://risu.ua/reformaciya-500-yak-ukrajinski-protestanti-vikoristali-yuviley _n104645.
["Reformation 500: how Ukrainian Protestants used the anniversary." Religious Information Service of
Ukraine.]
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annual Thanksgiving in downtown Kyiv. In 2018, this event was attended by more than
300,000 people. During such holidays, pastors of various Christian denominations of Ukraine

give prayers and sermons, and there is also leisure for people of all ages.®?

Conclusion

It is fair to say that with the fall of the USSR and Ukraine's independence in 1991, the
Evangelical Baptist Church rethought its mission in society. From the strategy of survival in a
state hostile to religion in Soviet times, Baptists moved to interact with state institutions in
conditions of freedom, to understand the need to act in the social and even political sphere.
Among Ukrainian Protestants, the Baptist denomination has achieved the greatest success in
popularizing its teachings and implementing social projects. Today, the range of services of
the Ukrainian Evangelical Baptist Churches is represented by missionary work, Christian
education, social service, work with youth and children, protection of family values, and
other areas. The development of Evangelical Baptist universities testifies to the interest of a
large part of the church members in obtaining higher or secondary special education. The
intellectual elite of Evangelical Baptists raises the question of the relationship between
Baptist phenomena such as tradition and traditionalism, trying to preserve the positive
heritage of the past and avoid trends that hinder the church in its development. The positive
experience of foreign Protestants in the socio-political life of Western countries inspires
Ukrainian Baptists to seek ways to participate in socio-political processes for the benefit of
the country. The Revolution of Dignity in late 2013 and early 2014 was the greatest turning
point in understanding the attitude of the EBC to political and social processes. Many
Baptists have realized that they are a "full-fledged church" in Ukrainian society, which must
cast its vote and express its position. By participating in interfaith associations, the EBC
seeks to convey Christian values to the government and all citizens, believing that the
practice of practical piety in Christians will guarantee the presence of harmony, freedom, and

goodness in society.

62 “Corni Tucsy xpuctusn B Kuesi nmomsxysann Bory.” Pemiritino-Indopmaniiina Cryx6a Yxpainu, 2018.
https://risu.ua/sotni-tisyach-hristiyan-v-kiyevi-podyakuvali-bogu_n93268. ["Hundreds of thousands of
Christians in Kyiv thanked God." Religious Information Service of Ukraine.]
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