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CONTRIBUTORS

JENNIFER BING directs the Palestine-Israel program for the 
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) in Chicago. After 
attending an Earlham College study abroad program in Jerusalem in 
1982, Jennifer worked as a teacher in the Ramallah Friends School 
during the first Palestinian uprising (1986-1989). Jennifer has 
worked with AFSC since 1989, organizing dozens of speaking tours, 
conferences, educational workshops, protests, delegations, advocacy 
campaigns, and public events. She has produced two documentary 
films about the Palestinian American community in Chicago and 
serves as a resource to people interested in activism and advocacy 
for human rights.  She is on the steering committee of the Quaker 
Palestine Israel Network.
MAX L.CARTER is the William R. Rogers Director of Friends Center 
and Quaker Studies (Emeritus) at Guilford College and a member 
of New Garden Friends Meeting, NCYM (FUM). Following his 
alternative service at the Friends Boys School in Ramallah, he was on 
staff at Earlham College, Friends Select and Friends’ Central Schools, 
and for 25 years at Guilford College. With his wife Jane, he leads 
annual service-learning trips to Palestine and Israel. He is a member 
of the Quaker Palestine/Israel Network.
GORDON DAVIES is a member and Trustee of the Richmond, 
Virginia, Friends Meeting.  He worked in academic administration, 
coordinating the activities of colleges and universities to make state 
systems as efficient as possible.  He also taught at several universities, 
including Birzeit University in the Palestinian West Bank.  He and his 
wife, Betsy Brinson, wrote a history of the Ramallah Friends School, 
Sumoud: Voices and Images of the Ramallah Friends School (2014).
LUCY DUNCAN serves as Director of Friends Relations for AFSC. 
She has been a storyteller for 20 years and has worked with Quaker 
meetings on telling stories for racial justice and of spiritual experience. 
She regularly writes and edits for AFSC’s Acting in Faith blog and has 
had a number of articles published in Friends Journal. She serves on the 
steering committee for the Quaker Palestine Israel Network. Before 
working for AFSC, she was Director of Communications at FGC, 
managed QuakerBooks of FGC, and owned and managed her own 
children’s bookstore in Omaha, The Story Monkey. She is a member 
of Green Street Friends Meeting (PhYM) and is the proud mom of a 
14 year-old son, Simon.
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MAIA CARTER HALLWARD is an Associate Professor of Middle 
East Politics and International Conflict Management at Kennesaw 
State University. She was a regular attender at the Ramallah Friends 
Meeting while teaching at the Ramallah Friends School from 1998-
2000 and when based in Jerusalem for research in 2004-2005. Maia 
has co-led four delegations to Israel/Palestine. She also serves as 
Executive Editor of the Journal of Peacebuilding and Development.
JESSY HAMPTON worked as an advocacy officer for a development 
organization in East Jerusalem from 2013 to 2015. She recently 
completed a Masters in Political Sociology at the London School of 
Economics, where her thesis focused on West Bank villages engaging 
in nonviolent resistance activities. Despite living there off-and-on over 
the past several years, she still calls Newberg, Oregon, ‘home’ and 
attends Newberg Friends Church when she can. Jessy loves baking, 
talking Middle Eastern politics with her sister, and traveling to the 
Middle East whenever possible.
JEAN ZARU is the clerk of the Ramallah Friends Meeting and a 
founding member of Sabeel, the Palestinian Liberation Theology 
Center. A past member of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches and vice-president of the World YWCA, Jean 
has been honored for her peace and justice work with Sweden’s Anna 
Lindh Memorial Prize, Japan’s Niwano Peace Prize, and the World 
Methodist Peace Award. She is the author of several books and articles 
on the Palestinian experience, including Occupied with Nonviolence:  A 
Palestinian Woman Speaks.
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