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CONTRIBUTORS

PAUL ANDERSON serves as Professor of Biblical and Quaker 
Studies at George Fox University and as Extraordinary Professor of 
Religion at North-West University of Potchefstroom, South Africa. 
His book, Following Jesus, presents a dynamic understanding of 
discipleship from a Quaker perspective, and his new introduction to 
the New Testament, From Crisis to Christ, offers a contextual approach 
to the issue. His current projects include several books on the writings 
of John and the historical Jesus, with implications for an inclusive 
quest for Jesus and authentic spirituality.
MICHAEL BIRKEL is Professor of Christian Spirituality at the 
Earlham School of Religion in Richmond, Indiana. He is a member 
of Clear Creek Friends Meeting. Michael’s research and writing focus 
chiefly on Quaker spirituality and on interfaith understanding.
JENNIFER M. BUCK is an Assistant Professor of Practical Theology 
at Azusa Pacific University.  She is a licensed minister in the Evangelical 
Friends church and served for eight years on pastoral staff. She is 
the author of Reframing the House: Constructive Feminist Global 
Ecclesiology for the Western Evangelical Church (Pickwick, 2016).  
Alongside her filmmaker husband Adam, they keep a menagerie of 
cats and dogs and drink far too much kombucha.
JEFFREY DUDIAK is Professor of Philosophy at The King’s 
University in Edmonton, Canada, and adjunct Professor of 
Philosophy at the University of Alberta. He has recently been the 
Cadbury Scholar at Pendle Hill (2014-15), and served as clerk of the 
Friends Association for Higher Education (2014-16). His book on 
the relationship between Quakerism and Christianity, Radicalizing 
Spirit: The Challenge of Contemporary Quakerism, was published by 
Friends United Press in 2015.
T. VAIL PALMER, JR. is a recorded minister of Freedom Friends 
Church (unaffiliated, convergent) in Salem, OR. He and his wife, 
Izzy Covalt, are retired and live in Albany, OR. (Izzy is a member of 
Freedom Friends Church and of Faith Lutheran Church in Albany.) 
He is author of Face to Face: Early Quaker Encounters with the Bible, 
published by Barclay Press in 2016, and of A Long Road: How Quakers 
Made Sense of God and the Bible, [to be] published by Barclay Press in 
2017. In October 2016 he attended the 200th-anniversary celebration 
of Drumore (PA) Friends Meeting House, where his parents were 
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married in 1926. On August 21, 2017, he and Izzy celebrated the 
116th anniversary of the birth of his mother, Esther Lamborn Palmer, 
by observing the total solar eclipse in Albany.
JOHN PUNSHON. Please see the tribute to John in this issue.
DAN CHRISTY RANDAZZO is the Chester Reagan Chair of Quaker 
and Religious Studies at Moorestown Friends School in Moorestown, 
NJ. Dan Christy attends Haddonfield Meeting as a new resident of 
New Jersey, but is a member of Stony Run Meeting (Baltimore Yearly 
Meeting). Dan Christy serves as co-chair of the Quaker Theological 
Discussion Group. Dan recently completed his PhD at the University 
of Birmingham. His dissertation is titled The Interdependent ‘Light’: 
Quaker Models of God in Reconciliation Theology, which explores 
Liberal Quaker reconciliation theology.
LONNIE VALENTINE is Professor of Peace and Justice Studies at 
the Earlham School of Religion. He received his MA in Religion from 
ESR and his PhD in Constructive Theology from Emory University. 
His teaching connects social justice and peacemaking to the theological 
disciplines in courses such as Liberation Theologies, Bible and Violence 
and Nonviolence, Spirituality of Peacemaking, and History of the 
Friends Peace Witness.  He hopes that young Friends will consider 
exploring peace and social justice at the School of Religion! Last year 
Lonnie did the bicycle “Ride Across Indiana” (160 miles, One Way, 
One Day) with his daughter, Cady. She probably will not be able to 
talk him into that again.
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