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ABOUT THIS ISSUE

In this issue we are fortunate to have another delightful lineup of
authors. The papers authored by James Krippner and David H.
Watt, Christy Randazzo, and Cherice Bock were presented at the
November 2018 Quaker Theological Discussion Group session on
the theme of “Early 20th Century Quaker Theologies of Service.”

We start off with James Krippner’s and David Harrington Watt’s
new research into Henry Cadbury (1884-1973). Cadbury was one of
the most widely known Quakers of his day, but his anti-war views put
him in conflict with many of his peers. “Henry Cadbury, the Peace
Testimony, and the First World War” is a fascinating look into the
challenges faced by some Quakers in war time. Christy Randazzo then
examines the theology of Cadbury’s peer, Rufus Jones. Randazzo
relates Jones” idea of “Affirmation Mysticism” to Jones’ view of
human-divine interrelatedness. Next up, Cherice Bock chronicles
the way Oregon Yearly Meeting (now Northwest Yearly Meeting
and Sierra Cascade Yearly Meeting) members thought about war and
service.

Our final article addresses power relationships in Quaker churches.
Oscar Lugusa Malande reminds us of the importance of leadership
and examines the current practices in Kenya. He contends that the
relationship between the Presiding Clerk and the Pastor in Friends
churches needs careful communication and humility.

Following these four articles we have three book reviews. Jon
Kershner reviews Andrew Murphy’s William Penn, A Life (Oxford
University Press, 2019). Jay Miller reviews the twentieth anniversary
edition of Heaven on Earth: Quakers and the Second Coming by Ben
Pink Dandelion, Douglas Gwyn, and Timothy Peat. Cherice Bock
then reviews R. Scot Miller’s Gospel of the Absurd: Assemblies of
Interpretation, Embodiment, and Faithfulness.

I want to express my gratitude to each of our authors for their
generous and insightful contributions.

In these final lines I want to announce that Quaker Religiouns
Thought will be adding an international rate to our subscription
pricing structure beginning in 2020. Our desire is to keep the cost
of QRT as low as possible. However, mailing costs have increased to
the point that at our current subscription rates the journal loses about
$15 on every issue shipped internationally. Beginning 2020, QRT
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prices on individual international subscriptions will be the actual cost
to the journal ($35 annually, no two-year discount; $60 international
institutional rate). We treasure the international reach of QRT and
hope to include even more contributions from international authors.

The editorial committee of QRT has been doing a lot of thinking
and discerning on what direction QRT should go over the next few
years. We are resolved to publicize the good work of QRT through
word of mouth and on digital platforms. We will also help the work
presented in QRT reach wider audiences. All of these changes will help
QORT thrive and continue to be a forum for conversations amongst
the branches of Friends. Please consider sharing the bounty of fresh
insight featured in QRT with your friends, churches, and meetings.
Gift subsciptions are available. If you are already happy with your
subcription but would like to join us in our effort to strengthen and
sustain QRT, we also accept gift contributions.

Thank you for your ongoing support of this work and your interest
in the best scholarship on our Quaker tradition.

— Jon R. Kershner
Editor
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