
Digital Commons @ George Fox University Digital Commons @ George Fox University 

"The Crescent" Student Newspaper Archives and Museum 

2016 

"The Crescent" Student Newspaper, March 3, 2016 "The Crescent" Student Newspaper, March 3, 2016 

George Fox University Archives 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/the_crescent 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
George Fox University Archives, ""The Crescent" Student Newspaper, March 3, 2016" (2016). "The 
Crescent" Student Newspaper. 1475. 
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/the_crescent/1475 

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives and Museum at Digital Commons @ George 
Fox University. It has been accepted for inclusion in "The Crescent" Student Newspaper by an authorized 
administrator of Digital Commons @ George Fox University. For more information, please contact 
arolfe@georgefox.edu. 

http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/the_crescent
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/archives
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/the_crescent?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Fthe_crescent%2F1475&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/the_crescent/1475?utm_source=digitalcommons.georgefox.edu%2Fthe_crescent%2F1475&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu


%

i
n
x
D
 3
P
v
m
o
A
 

I 
A
I
 3
n
s
S
I



THEATER PROGRAM WINS

BIG AT NATIONAL FESTIVAL

By Heather Harney

Crescent Staff

Two weeks ago. scxcral theaire students and
Professor Rhell Luedke competed at the

Kennedy Center American College Theatre
Festival KCACTF; for Region 7 in Colorado.

Seseral students took home national awards, and

laiedke was honojed for his teaching and pjission

for the theatre.

(^lixia Anderson won the Irene Ryan award

for acting. Cambria Herrera won for best director.

S\'dney Thiessen won two awards: a national a\\'ard

for light design and the Don Child's .'\ward for
Excellence in Design and fechnolog)- Presentation.
Chloc Dawsf^n won a meritorious award for stage

management. Zach Maurer won an award in the

technical Olympics.

Luedke won the Kenned\- C-enter Ciold

Medallion, an award receix ed b\ eight professors.
.According to the KCACTF website, the

qualification for the Medallion begins with a
strong demonstration ol" a "strong commitment

to the \alues and goals of KC.ACTF and to

excellence in educational theatre. It is the most

prestigious regional award gi\en by KCk\CTF and
is considered one of the gn,*at honors in theatre

education."

.Anderson competed against 250 other students
from the region. She performed scenes from
"Unnecessary Farce" by Paul Slade Smith, "Grace"

from Craig Wright 'with her scene partner, Micah
Bevis, who will be traveling with lier to the national

competition) and a monologue from "Verona"
by Don Xigro. Both .Anderson and Bevis were

.surprised to make it to the second round.
"[We were] simply beside oursehes to enter the

finals with otily 16 nominees," .Anderson .said.

"I never dreamed they would c all my name.
1  saw so many talented j^eople showcase their
work that night!" she said. "When they said 'now

the winner of the region 7 Irene Ryan's . . . from
George Fox' 1 nearK' died. I just remember barely
breathing and shaking like a leaf and being so truly,
dc^q^l)-, ox'erwhelmed and grateful. Oh and it was
my birthday! It was the best birthday I haxe e\er

had."

Thicssen's national award for lighiing came
with a small controversy. She did tiot hear her itame

called for the meritorious, regional, or national

award.

"I was like 'oh' that is kind of weird because I

felt that I had a re^illy strong .set up this year," .said
Fhiessen.

After the award ceicniony, she wjls pulled over
to tiilk to the chair ol the lighting competition. The
chair told her theie was an excel slieet errcn* and

the jxTson named as tlie national winner was not

correct and that she was the national winner.

"I said 'What' really loudly," said Thiessen.

Thicssen's Don Child's .Award win means she

will trawl to Las \'egas for one week in the summer

to lake part in a workshop at the Stagecraft Institute

ol Las \'egas. This award was only given to one
person this year.

.Anderson. Bevis, I'hiessen, and Luedke will be

traveling to Washington D.C. in /\i)ril to compete

for the national award.

Herrera, who also won the be.st director

for region 7 in her sophomore year, was given a
national directing fellowship to the National New
Play .Network Festival at the Kennedy Center this

Julv. Fhere she "will work with some of the best
professional directors and playwrights for the wet^k
of the .\NP.\F festival." said Luedke.

PHOTO: CFU THEATER
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ASC: LARSENAND PETERSON STEP UP

By Adrienne Speer

Crescent Staff

For Zach Larsen and Michael Peterson,
deciding to run side-by-side for. respectively,

.As.sociated Student Community president
and vice prc.sident was an ea.sy decision. They had
both been representatives during the 201.Ti6 school
year, their friendship had developed, and together, a
vision lor 2016-1 7's ASC was i'ormed.

"So as far as our vision goes, and what we
campaigned on, was just being able to create a

space for evei*y student to make colU\ge \%hat thev

want it to be." Larsen said.

Peterson and Larsen understand that college

is a multi-faci'ted experience with multiple

f)pportunities for personal growth both inside and
outside the classroom. The community of .ASC is a

unic|ue op[)ortunity to foster connection at George

Fox Lhhversity GFU'. and they desiie that every
student is able to identify within the community.

"Michael and I haw been working pretty

clo.selv together this vear because he's commuter

'WE WANT TO

BRIDGE THE GAP"

representation and Fm on campus represeniation,

as well as Noelle Ho, and I think it was just a

natural tiling." Larsen said. "We were deliniielv

really nervous. On election day we were just try ing

to keep our mind oil" of it."
Commuters make up more than hall' the

student body at (tFU. When .Michael Peterson took

the new po.sition of commuter repre.sentative for

the 2015-2016 .school year. .\SC took initiatives to
make olV-campus students feel just as important as
on-canipus students, through events like the popular

commuter lunch.

Newly-elected representative Emily Russell,
who will take Peterson's place in the coming schottl

year, says iliere are exciting plans on the horizon fir
commuters.

"I was really e.xcited to have the opportunity

to cany on the work Michael has been doing this

war." Russell said. "Next year v\e really v\ ani to be

able Uj connect commuters to on-campus students.
^\'e want to bridge the gap belw<*en the two

communities because I think diey have a lot to learn

from each other."

What is Larsen's favorite part about being on

.ASC? "Dehuiiely the people. The people within

.ASC are like a big family." he said.

PHOTO ASC

FOX GOES TO SUNDANCE
By Rory Phillips

Crescent Staff

Twelve students from George Fox University
(IFL.'! were selected U) attend the

Sundanie Filtn Festival in Park City. LAah,

where they got to attend .s[)ecial screenings and

l(;)rum.s v\ ith several independent lilmmakers.
i'he festival featured an exclusive study in

itidependeitl American liltn, which consists of
movies made outside the cr)nsirictions of major

movie Studios, like .NBC Universal or Walt Disnev

Studio.s. riu' GFl students attended 14 long-

feature anil 15 short-feature fthns from artists across

the nation.

The students vscre selected by application

process, and spent a week at the festival. \\ bile thev
were in Park City, vetuies like libraries and temtis

courts vwre lransl()rmed into viewing areas for

iiidependetil ftlms.

The group was also provided the opportunity

to attend the Windrider Forum, a panel-style

di.scu.ssion with Christian filmmakers. The

talk a.ssetnbled students from sewrid Christian

universities and incorporated hands-on testimonies

oit the Joys and struggles of lilmmaking.

.Much oi the trip was spent in film screenings

and discussions. (kMCK) major .\ustin Coates
remembers hov\ his (d'L peers "reallv got the si-nse
that these lilmtnakers put something wry persi^nal

into their projects." The trip solidilied the alleciive

value of the iommunicalion dej)ariment at (iFl.

\\ heti asked about her favorite part of the

exjierience. layia 5()gi recalls the excitemetit of

talking with other liltmnakers atid lindiitg otluTs

who appreciate lilm. "1 low lilm bi-cause of how

it can profouitdly move people and 1 saw a liwv

glimj)ses of that at Sundance." she said.
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By Kosette Isakson

Crescent Staff

The George Fox University (GFU)
community garden hides quietly behind the
soccer fields—so quiedy that few students

are even aware of the garden's vibrant existence.

But those who have become involved are working to
transform this small piece of land into a resource for

the whole community.

The community garden is a part of GFU's
Creation Care program. Creation Care involves
not only caring for people, but also caring for the

earth, and finding a way to reconnect both aspects
of God's creation.

"This is one of the most holistically, integrative

educational possibilities I've yet been a part of,"
Professor Corw\nn Beals said in an article about

the community garden on the GFU Creation Care

website.

Professor Cherice Bock, the community garden

coordinator, likes being able to grow healthy, local,

organic food for herself and her family while
building community with students and Newberg

residents in the process.

"I think it's a really powerful way of connecting
our faith with our place and paying attention to the
world God has created for us by taking our place
within its rhythm of seasons and the ways the land

produces for us," Bock said.
Bock would like to see the garden take a

bigger role in the curriculum of the university, with

established internships from different majors that

could go from year to year and build on collective
knowledge and experiences.

She would like the garden to partner with the
Center for Peace and Justice, creating a focus on the

restoration of the land. In many ways, the land has

lost its place as a part of the community. Bock and
her team are fighting to restore its rightful place.

Clyde Thomas, the director of plant services

at GFU, is passionate about the growth of native
plants to attract native insects and help with the

restoration of the land. VVithin the fenced area of

the garden, Thomas said a greenhouse is going to
be constructed for use by the garden and the native
plant nursery, a personal vision of his.

Thomas also plans to place logs around the
property. In addition to increasing the diversity
of insects, this will also invite frogs, lizards, and
snakes that are attracted to the shade and moisture

provided by the logs. His employees have also put
up posts for the sparrow hawks that feed on mice in
the field.

The community garden has become not only
a great resource for growing local produce, but
also a way to explore and expand the definition of

community. The birds, insects, lizards, frogs, deer,
and plants are all becoming part of the Newberg
community through the varied efforts of people like
Bock, Beals, and Thomas. With the help of GFU
students and Newberg residents, the community
garden can belong to all.

The next garden workdays are March 12 and
April 16 for those interested in getting involved.

PHOTO: KATIE CULBERTSON

FILM STUDENT DESIGNS SERIES ON YOUTUBE

By Kelsey Herschberger

Crescent Staff

On Feb. 20. auditions were held to find
the perfect voices to make a dream come

alive. The project "Caption This!" is an

original animated scries created by head animator
.Anna .Alsager, a freshman Cinema and Media

Communications 'CMCJO; major.

The 13-episode .series will be a comedy

[(•aiming f()ur main characters cast from the Feb. 20

auditions. Alsager .said, "We wanted to animate to

the voices. Usually in the industry, the characters are

drawn first and then they cast voices to match the

character, bu( I wanted to make it more personal

and more attached to the characters."

Jonah Pendlelon. .Aisager's creative partner

THE CRESCENT \ 4

and a freshman CMCO major in video production,
cites "Adventure Time" as an inspiration. He also

hopes to present a cleaner brand of comedy without
sacrificing depth.

Pendlelon wants to ensure that the series will

receive the widest audience pos.sible. He will wear

several different hats for the project, working on
design, writing, voice, and composition.

/Msager, who will also contribute to writing

and voicing characters, envisions a .similar direction

for comedy. Alsager said, "It's mcire of a mature

slapstick comedy. It's very open to different ages and
the characters' humor is based on their relationships

with each other."

The title of "Gaption This!" is also an
imperative. Alsager specifically created the series

to increase audience interaction by encouraging

viewers to find their own nieines within eveiy still

of an episode. This interaction will also be bolstered
by behind-the-scenes content released in between

episodes.

Alsager works with a team of George Fox
University students in order to design the series for

release on YouTube, and cites Matt Meyer, associate

profes.sor of media communications, and Jeff

Cameron, associate profe.ssor of graphic design, as

sources of support.

Pendleton said, "One of the rea.sons I came

to Fox is their policy on the education of the film

.students. They let us check out equipment like a

library and promote people's personal projects."
"Caption This!" is scheduled for release on

AJ.sager's You Tube channel "Moonboots" .sometime

during summer 2016.

THE BALKAN WOMEN
CAMBRIA HERRERA DIRECTS SPRING PLAY

By Adrienne Speer

Crescent Staff

It is a big honor to direct a main stage show
when you're a student," said Cambria Herrera,
a senior theatre major at George Fox University

(GFU).

Herrera is thrilled to be directing Jules Tosca's
"The Balkan Women" on GFU's Woodmar

Auditorium stage this spring.
While set design, costume design, and casting

for the production have barely begun, the process
truly started more than two years ago when
Herrera first approached Rhett Luedtke, GFU's
theatre department head, and expressed interest in
di reeling.

Some GFU students may have already
encountered Herrera's projects, like Lee Blessing's
"Lleemosynaiy," which she directed her junior year,

or Da\id Auburn's "Proof" at Valley Repertoiy
Theatre. Herrera also won the re,gional award for

top director for a scene from John Logan's "Red"

at the Kennedy Center American College Theatre

Festival (KCiACri F.)

"The Balkan Women'' is a drama centering

on Muslim women in a detention camp during the
Bosnian War. "Over the summer, it was a really-

hard process to pick a play. I read over si.xty plays,"
Herrera says. In the end, she chose a script she

felt would best speak to her audience and facilitate
discussion about relevant issues, even though she

knew a play with a dark and complex storyline
would be challenging.

REALIZED

THE POWER

IT COULD HAVE

ON AUDIENCES

AND CULTURE"

Herrera sees the art of theatre as a conduit for

enlightenment. "It was how much you can learn

through theatre than really drew me to it. iDecause

I  love learning," she .said. "The Balkan Women"

has a message Herrera knows will challenge her

audience; the work explores issues of racitil conflict.

war, rape, and gender, to name a few.

Herrera's experience as a woman with a
multicultural background impacts the way she
approaches theatre storytelling.

"Unfortunately, most mainstream plays are
exclusively about white .'Americans, not about

.Americans from other cultures. I really want to

direct shows by women of color; I want to empower

other women, and I someday hope to write plays

myself and have them produced, and that way there
are more Latina voices out there," she said.

Herrera hopes the audience at GFU will be

receptive to the darker, more challenging qiuility of

"The Balkan Women." Herrera said. "T don't want

people to be scared of seeing a play with issues."

Hererra's relationship uith theatre has been

developing since she vsas six years old. .As a child,
she started out in musical theatre to make friends,

but became pa.ssionate about the art when she got

to college.

"The power that it has is something I learned
later. I recognized the power it had on people that

were doing it. bitl later I realized the power it could
have on audiences and culture," she said.

PHOTO KOSETTE ISAKSON
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COAST TO COAST SWING CLUB
SWING DANCE IS IN FULL MOTION AT CPU

By Kelsey Herschberger

Crescent Staff

The Coast to Coast Swing Club hosts lessons
in swing dance and offers a free dance
every Saturday night in the George Fox

University :GFUi Foxhole.

The idea of a structured dance, like swing,
tends to make several of the participants anxious

about decorum. Vivian DiebeL sophomore and club

treasurer, tries to dispel tho.se anxieties.
■'Partner dancing implies a guy-asks-girl

structure. Being at a coaservative school can
reinforce those pre-conceptions. l)ut weVe trying to
see where we can push those limilsT Diebel said.

The philo.sophy of the club is simple: pick
whether you lead or follow, and just dance.

Victoria Guiher. senior and current president
of the dub, was instrumental to its continuation.
I he most important part to her was simply getting

people in the door.
"Everyone thinks people are looking at you,

and you have to do it perfectly. But you learn that
it's about having fun and everyone's learning from

'TICK WHETHER

YOU LEAD OR

FOLLOW, ANDJUST
DANCE

each other,'' Guiher said.
Caleb Howlett, a junior and one of the

instructors, sees swing as a great way for the
community to become close-knit. "The club is
designed to give people the opportunity to spread
their wings socially," Howlett said.

"I'm aiming for inclusivity. I've observed a

few cliques, which has led me to start games to mix
everyone together. It works because it gets people
talking to other people," Guiher said of the club's
directive.

The atmosphere is designed for people to feel
at ease, e.specially since swing is so high-energy and
less formal than traditional ballroom dances.

"The music is a litdc easier to get into. You can
technically .swing dance to anything in 4/4 dme, so
our set list pulls from all genres and eras." Diebel
.said.

But if you are dedicated to learning, something
magical can happen, as with any new skill.

"When you start learning, you learn different
rues from the differeni dancers so it looks like you're
reading your partners mind," Howlett said.

If you're intere.sted in joining, the club meets in
the Foxhole on Saturdays with beginner lessons at
6:30 p.m., intermediate lessons at 7 p.m. and free-
dance at 7:30 p.m.

PHOTO :OHN BURGESS
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AGAIN!
By John Weinert
Crescent StaffThe George Fox Universitv' women's

basketball team has ended its regular season
campaign for the second consecutive year

with a Northwest Conference championship and an
undefeated record: a perfect 27-0.

"It's been a good season. The players have
played hard, and they've worked hard." said
Michael Meek, head coach for the team.

Meek, who is in his sixth year as head coach of
the women's basketball team, attributed the team's
success to both the program's strong tradition of
excellence and the commitment and selflessness of

the student athletes.

"The program has had a strong tradition. I
think these kids are working well togetlier, I think
they're selfless in their attitudes," said Meek. "WeVe
improved a lot as the season's been going on."

This tradition, according to Meek, plays a
significant role in the continuing success of GFU
women's basketball. Despite adding seven new
players to the roster, the team has been able to find
success.

"You start snowballing success, and players
want to be a part of that, that's really helped with
our recruitment," he said.

The road to a perfect regular season has
not been easy. In one particular game against
Claremont-Mudd-Scripps, GFU came back to win
by one point, 64-63, after trailing by 26 points at
half time.

"This team has really found ways to grind out
victories,'' said Meek. "We've had our share of
battles but I think our players have overcome a lot
to get where they're at and we're looking forward to
league playoffs now."

Meek describes his coaching style as one in
which players "focus on the process, not the results.''
Success is found in the small things, rather than the
bigger picture, according to Meek.

"For teams to have a great season," continued
Meek, "there has to be a level of togetherness and
care for each other that's much greater than their
individual accolades or awards and 1 think this team

has done a really good job of that."
.As for the future, Vleek is hopeful. "1 think

the future's good, and there's iUvvays things to look
forward (o. but we also know that each season is a

whole new adventure." he said.

After a .solid win against Whitworth L'niversilv
in the Northwest Gonference I'ournament semifinal.

9.6-64. the Bruins heat Pugei Sound 76-.67 in the
NWG final. Up next: the national tournament.

PHOTO 30EL RURIK
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FREE OUR FRIDAYS!
By Kosette Isakson

Crescent Staff

Choosing a college was one of the hardest
decisions I ever had to make. From my

standpoint now as a senior at George Fox

L'niver.sity GFU), I am glad I chose this school.
What follows is not a complaint against GFU,

hut rather a humble suggestion for improving the
lives (d students and faculty). I propose that GFU

follow the lead of other universities and schedules

no or fewer cla.sscs on Fridays.

Getting rid of Friday classes has become

popular at community colleges to help students
and staff save on gas money, and cut down on

the costs of running classrooms. Many students

live on or near campus here at CjFU. so getting to

campus is not exac tly the i.ssue. I he i.ssue is slre.ss.
Students hcu-e are stressed over the heavy workloads

of cla.s.scs. the in(Tea.sed pressure to gel work

experience and have internships, and the need to
work in order to afford tuition.

I  appreciate that CrFU is an

academically-focused institution. Eliminadng Friday

classes would not hurt our academics, but might

even improve academic performance by allowing

more time for students to balance work and

homework.

"THERE IS

MORE TO

LIFE THAN

STUDYING

HARD"

There is more to life than studying hard,
graduating in four years, and getting a job. At GFU

students are being well prepared for work after

graduation, but I think we need to take a step back
and rethink our values.

GI'TJ promises that students will "Be Known"
academically, spiritually, and personally. Allc^wing a

little more time for students to attend the campus

events offered on weekday evenings, or giving
them the chance to explore this beautiful state
together on the weekends, will increase positive
student relationships and create a healthier living
environment.

We come to college to grow, to discover
passions, and to form relationships. But we can get
so bogged down by academics and job preparation
that we no longer have time to pursue those values.

GFU takes pride in small class sizes, and some
might worry that having classes only four days a
week would threaten those small classes. This is a

sacrifice we might need to make. I believe in smaller
cla.sses for many subjects, but not every cUlss needs
to be small to be effective.

I do not wish to take away the strong academic
atmosphere of this university. But I want to
give future students the chance to join clubs, sit
through cfiapel services without multitasking with
homework, explore Oregon, and pursue personal

hobbies. By providing longer weekends, CiFL' can
join Newberg in being 'A Great Place to (jrow."

PHOTO: HAYDEN MERCURIO
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One Small Step for Swimsuits?
SPORTS ILLUSTRATED SEXUALIZES WOMEN OF ALL SIZES

By Adrienne Speer

Crescent Staff

I am a woman. I love being a woman, and I love
and admire other women. Women, after all, are

powerful and beautiful and capable in more
ways than I can describe. As such, I get excited
when 1 read about astonishing new achievements in

the world of women's issues.

This month, Sports Illustrated Magazine
released its annual, iconic swimsuit edition. While

in years past, only slender, .size 2-6 models in body
paint or barely-there bikinis have graced the covers
and pages of the magazine, this 2016 issue brought
a groundbreaking change.

Instead of featuring only slim models, the

magazine chose to include plus-size model Ashley

Graham and pro wrestler Rhonda Rousey on the
covers. This editorial decision has been hailed as

huge step for the body acceptance movement and is
a sign of progress for women evervwhere.

Of course, I feel tremendous re.specl for Ashley

Graham, whose gorgeous curves look stunning on
the cover of Sports Illustrated. In a professional

sense, landing a gig of this proportion as a model

"THE INCLUSION

OF PLUS-SIZED

WOMEN IS

ONLY A TINY

STEP FORWARD

ON A TREADMILL

GOING NOWHERE"

is equivtilent to winning the World Cup as a soccer
player. But are the stakes the same? Fm not sure.

But while I am glad a plus sized body is finally

being celebrated on such a grand scale, the beauty
and the power in these particular photographs

is overdy sexual. Sports Illustrated is a ostensibly
magazine for men—and the swimsuit issue,

for straight men—and it objectifies and hyper-

sexualizes the bodies of the successful models

smiling up from its glossy pages.
Sexuality is not something I am afraid of or

opposed to. Quite the opposite: I believe human
beings ought to understand and celebrate their
sexualitA' without shame. However, the women in

Sports Illustrated are portrayed primarily as sexual
and submissive, valued for their exteriors.

Women are not merely sexual. I fear magazines

like Sports Illustrated paint them as such, inviting

others to view beautiful women through a narrow

lens. Such a widely read and iconic publication has

power to change worldviews. While I admire the

hard work and legitimacy of the nu)dels. 1 would
argue that the inclusion of plus-sized women is only

a tiny step forward on a treadmill going nowhere.

PHOTO HAYDEN MERCURIO
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LEO FINALLY WINS! BUT,
WHO DIDN'T?

By Rory Philips

Crescent Staff

The Oscars are Hollywood's Christmas,
except not everyone gets a present. The
red carpet is rolled out once a year. Stars

throw on a litde (or a lot of; makeup or pin a tie

to their necks, or, if you're Bjork, you find a way
to wear a swan and call it a dress. Photographers
flash their cameras in epileptic beams, and, if only
for a moment, we recall a time of the past where

such a level of elegance took place not just in sunny
California but around the nation.

That the Academy Awards are a facade does

not deter us from tuning in. It's not so much about

celebrating the winner as it is about rooting for the

underdog, the film that didn't win Best Picture.

Yes, Leo fianlly got his Oscar. And "Spotlight"
took Best Picture. But with an inundation of articles

about the winners, who speaks for the losers? Eight
films contended for the top spot, but even that

seems much too broad. There were really only three

from the pack that, I believe, merited consideration
for Best Picture, and one that actually deserved it.

The other five contenders are definitely not

poor films, though. Steven Spielberg's "Bridge

of Spies" is of a type that used to win: straight-
laced dramas with subtle humor and plenty of
speech-making to go around. But to be taken more

seriously, Spielberg would have needed a Best
Director nomination to go with it.

John Crowley's "Brooklyn" also has a classical,

blast-from-the-past feel to it, altliough it seems to
have been critically over-simplified. George Miller's
"Mad Max: Fury Road" should, surely, scarf up
many of the craft categories, but action pictures

"EIGHT FILMS ARE

CONTENDING FOR

THE TOP SPOT"

don't seem to woo the conservative Academy.
Ridley Scott's "The Martian" used to be a top-tier
contender, until Scott was shockingly cut from the
Best Director race—usually Best Picture and Best
Director go hand-in-hand. Lenny Abrahamson's
"Room" has a lot of what the prior films do not in
terms of pedigree and nominations, except for one

important aspect: advertising and campaigning.
That leaves us with three deserving films: Adam

McKay's "The Big Short," Alejandro G. Inarritu's

"The Revenant," and Tom McCarthy's "Spotlight."

For the longest time, "Spotlight" seemed to be

destined to win the ultimate prize. And, of course, it
did. It opened to darling reviews and won multiple

victories in other critics' awards. But perhaps the
film was too square, too typical, for its own good,
because after winning the Screen Actors Guild
(SAG), not much was said about McCarthy's picture
until last night.

After winning the crucial Producers Guild of
America (PGA) award, "The Big Short" also proved
a promising contender. McKay's film recounts the
time leading up to the economic collapse of 2008,
and by telling the story through a comedic lens, the
film offers voters an fresh look at a difficult time in

recent U.S. history. That said, other than a slew of
victories for Adapted Screenplay, "The Big Short's"
momentum has been somewhat depleted, but it
deserved more than also-ran status.

This is where "The Revenant" steps in. It
won the all-important Directors Guild of America

(DGA) award, and it has been a visual treat for

critics and audiences alike. The film has also

performed quite well at the box office this year, and
having been released so late, Inarritu's fiim is fresh
in the minds of voters. It's a tricky strategy, but one

that maybe shouldVe garnerned "The Revenant"

the night's lop prize.
I was placing my bets on "The Revenant."

And, well, color me l)affied.
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Spring Sports

2/28 vs. Puget Sound 76-57 (W)
NWC Tournament Championship
Record; 27W- OL Overail

2/28, Wiiiamette Cup
Placed 4th of 7, Overail

■ W' -

2/28 vs. Wiiiamette 6-13 (L)

Record: 8W- 61 Gveraii

2/28 vs. Linfieid 9-7 (W)

2/28 vs. Linfieid 1-10 (L)

Record: 5W- 31 Overal
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Start Your Graduate Degree
in 2016 at Azusa Pacific

Occupations that require a master's degree are projected to grow the fastest in the coming years, making graduate school a worthwhile

investment. This year, make your resolutions a reality. Further your career goals with a graduate degree from Azusa Pacific University,

one of the nation's top Christian universities.

Join the

4,200+
graduate students
currently advancing
their education at APU.

Choose from;

Azusa I High Desert | Inland Empire | Los Angeles

Murrieta | Orange County | San Diego | Online

Business and Leadership
MBA, Management, Leadership, Accounting,

Organizational Psychology

Health Care

Athletic Training, Physical Therapy, Nursing

Education

Educational Leadership, School Counseling and
School Psychology, Teacher Education, Higher Education,
Nursing Education

Helping Professions
MPT, Psychology, Social Work

THE CRESCENT \ 10
Find your program today! apu.edu/programs AZUSA PACIFIC

UNIVERSITY

God First Since 1899
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WE STRIVE TO MAKE THE VOICE

OF THE STUDENTS KNOWN.

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THIS ISSUE?

SEND YOUR FEEDBACK TO

GFUCRESCENT@G MAIL.COM.
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