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 THE PROELEM
The importance of any movement may be determined, in
,gart,:byaita~sl&i@at:*If‘thaaasalaims are true, they will
demand careful attention of all concerned. The Mormon Church
claims to represent "the raétoratian of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.™l The foundation for this assertion is based on the

Book of Mormon. This Book states that the Bible in its

original form contained a true revelation from God.? This
Church maintained that the Gospel wes not retained in its pure
and simple form, for following the apostles there arose an
"abominable church®” which deleted many plain and precious parts
of the Bible. vfhis,aaaumgtiﬁn,is,rsear&sﬁ*ag‘fall@wsz

. And after they go forth by the hand of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb, from the Jews unto the Gentiles,

- thou seest the foundetion of a great and abominable church,
which is most abominable above all other churches; for
behold, they have teken away from the gospel of the Lamb
many parts which are plain and most precious.

And after these plain and precious things were taken away
it goeth forth unto ell the nations of the Gentiles. .+ .

. w1 williem E. Berrett, The Restored Church (Utah: The
Department of Education of the Church of Jesus Christ of

2 Joseph Smith, The Book of Mormon (Uteh: The Church
of Jesus Ghrist of Latter~day Saints, 1950), I Nephi 13:24,

3 Ipid., I Nephi 13:26,29.




2

The*&b@va‘%laim reveals the Mormon view of all other -
religious bodies representing Christianity, from the rise of
the "abominable church™ to that of our present dasy. Assuming
this eclaim to be true, one is obliged to look upon the history
of the Christian Church and its present dey heritage as a
misrepresentation of the truth as revealed in Christ. This,
according to the Mormon belief, is a traglic picture and would
have eontinueﬁ so 1f Goa had not chcsan to reatera these plain
and presieus truths through ancther revelation.4 It is the
possession ané proclamatian of these restored truths that
pravi&as a basis far the existenea of the Mbrmen Ghureh.

?irmly emnvineeﬁ that the above asaerﬁiens are true,
the mcrmnn ﬁhureh has en&ureﬁ haré&hip an& persecutien to
propegate its views. Dispiaying,a‘canacientious, sgerificial
spirit, m1531onaries have earrieé the message of the “restare&

chureh“ throughont amsrica ané to many parts of the worl&.

OF THE PROBLEM

 I. STATEMENT

The first g ase. The acetrines ef revelati@n anﬁ in-
spiratien are impertant faetars in establishing the claims of
the Mbrmen Ghureh. This investigatcr Qbserved that tha ﬁgrmon

ﬁhureh wauld hava a sturdy feandaﬁien npen whlch ta build its

4 Ibid., I Nephi 13:40.
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unique c¢laims if its views on favelatianfand inspiration were
proven true. If, on the other hand, these views were shown
to be invelid the entire movement ' is ¢ in jeopardy. The
first part of the problem, therefore, resolved around a care=
ful objective study of the view of the Mormon Church on
revelation and inspiratlon as aompare& w1th the view held by

Conservative Pretestan%ism.'

The aecond guggg. ’fie seééhdkéspéct éf the probiéﬁ
‘involved a presentation of cthar doctrines (Goa, areation,
fall, and salvatian). A comparative study was nea@ﬁaary te
éetermine the similaritias and diffarances {in doctrina) between

Mnrmsnism and Sonsarvative Pratestantism.
~+ 1I.  PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

3aﬁpariécn éf aéctrine; The @ur?&se\cf this invasti-

gation has been tc present tharough stuéy of majar éoctrmnaa
believeé by the Mormon &hureh as compared with Conservativa
Prateatantism. The purpase seemad valid for two reasons.
?irst, because‘thera was a paucity af material presenting aueh
a cemparatlve study. Second because it was believed that
such an appreach weul& prev1da some of the elearest eviaenee

regaraing the validlty of Mbrmﬁn claims.ﬁ

Clarity of thought. In recent years, the suthor has

become pérticularly aware of the Mormon movement. It was
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observed that many sinaeré persons were in s state Qf'sonfa~
sion when faced with the claims made by Mormon missionaries. -
Even those firmly grounded in the Bible found difficulty in
enswering some questions. A desire to aid these confused )

minds has been a primal stimulant in meking the investigation.
III. REVIEW OF PREVIOUS LITERATURE

Review of litersture. A review of literature dis-

closed thelfaat that meny helpful studies have been made.
Some of these have been written by previous members of the
Mormon Church. Their work demended careful attention and
provided valuable information.  One such book was written by

J. F. Gibbs, entitled Lights and Shadows of Mormonism., Mr,

Gibbs was personally acquainted with Brighem Young. He parti-
¢cipated in many activities for the Mormon Church ineluding a
mission to England. In approaching his subject, Mr. Gibbs
provided keen insight into the inception and progress of the
movement. | v

One of the clearest treatments on ggg;gggg_g§ §brmon

is The Golden Bible, written by Rev. M. T. Lamb (a Baptist

minister). His thesis uas. ”The Boek of Mormon lies at the

feundatién, is ‘the carner sto&e af the mbrmmn Ghurch. e . "

S E; T. Lamb The Geldsn Bible (Kéw'Yérk: %af&ﬁané

Drummond, 1887), p. 1.
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He treats suech subjects as literary style, miracles, inspira-
tion, composition, and history. Rev. Lamb had a very fruitful
ministry among the Mormons in Utah. His suthoritative work
was of utmnst impmrtance. ‘ '

&nsther valuable work though brlef in its scaye, was
The ﬁhaos of Cults, hy Jan Karel Van Baalen. Fartlcular "
str@ss was placed by Mr. V&n Baalen upon the doetrine of
pelygamy and its ﬁaveleﬁment. ﬁther doatrines of the Mbrmenvv
Qhureh were msntianed, but only briefly. The work is well
organized and faetually,presentea but is too brief to provide
a fair analysis of the problem, It mst of necessity be
supplementaa by other materials. o - h |

Gne cf the best decumented warks has been writﬁen by

Jamas H. Snowden, entitle& Tha Truth Absut Mermgnism. mr;
Snowden in his researeh h&d aceess to the most eemplete -
library of litarature on M@rmanism. His main purpese fsr
writing was to present a fair traatmant of Mbrmenism 1n the
1ight Qf avallabla eviﬁenee. He has many statemants from msn
of authority in the Mcrmen Chureh, thus making the book

invaluable.

Value of these books. The books thus far mentioned, -

and meny others like them, have been vealuable for two reasons:

first, they have presented logical arguments some of which



hawa been well grounded; and second, they have been a rich
gource for reference materials which were welcomed in this:

study.

kpparent lack. Iﬁ‘ahaulﬁ be nbted'from the above

refarenees, there was the lack of adequate research in the
area of doctrine, This observation, stimulated from the study
of materials available, provided the firm eonviction that this

study was justified.,
Iv. LIMIT&?IONS OF THE PROBLEM

‘Delimiting the problem. Sinaa'&very doctrine of the
Mormon Church could not be aonsi&ereé within the limits of
this study, tha author has rslt the necessity of being selec~
tive, The doetrines cansidered are as follews. Revelation
end inspiration* Trinity, God, Chrlst and the Hély Spirit,
Creation and the fall* and ﬁalvation. The Mcrman mcvement
has 5avera1 ﬁivisions but only the 1argest boéy, whose head~-

quarters are at S&it Lake, was censidered.
V. DEPINITION OF TERMS

Mbrmnnism. Mbrmonism was the namﬂ grven te that reli~

gi@us group whe claimaa the B@ek of %armon tc be a perﬁian of

God's inspired war&. %hen this mgvament was erganized in

1830, it was aallad the “Ghureh of Jesua Chriat of Latter-&ay
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Saints". This is the proper name for the organization and is
preferred, by those representing this group, as over against
the nickname Mormon. However, for the sake of brevity and
because of familiarity, the name Mormon was used throughout

this study.

; Bcetrine¢ The term ﬁactrine came from the Greek word
meaning “dcctor“ ana is equivalent to the werd “taacher" 6
It dencte& both the aet of teaching and that which is taught.
In the Pastoral and general Epistles? of the New Testament,
we seefthaﬁmthe,#@xd:@g&trin&~same to mean a body of teachings
which were generally acecepted and served as a standard for
Qfﬁh@d@XYbe It is fram;this«seripturalateaahing,that the

word doectrine derives its present meaning.

Arminien—Wesleyanism. The term Arminian is derived

from James Arminius who revolted against hyper-Calvinism.

He was bcrn in the year 1560. His great cantribution to the
Qhristian Church was an emph&sia ef five specifie points Whieh
. are as follaus‘ we are saved through believing in ﬁhrist;

the atanemsnt is unlimited; God proviée& prevenient grace;

v

‘ 1 8, Jsmas ﬁrr, genaral eﬁiter @h@ Intern&ti@nal stan&ard
Eible Bncyclopaedia. (Michigan: Wm. B. Berdmans Publishing
Company, 1:94'“'7'?"' ‘II,‘ 866..

,~ 7 I Timothy 1:10; 6:3; II ’i‘imthy 1: 15 4 3- Titus 1: 93
2:1.

8 Orr, op. cit., p. 867,
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God's grace may be resisted; and one may forfeit his relation
with God.®

A century and a half later John Wesley was born in

England (17é3}.‘ He aeeeﬁté& the‘teaching of James ﬁrminiﬁs,
and went on te make a valﬂabie eontribution in‘defining an&
devaloping the teaching éf ehristian perfsetién as teught in
the Bible, John Wesley believed that, *. ; . We may be saved
from all sin before death; that is from all sinful tempers and

desires."10

- Conservative Protestantism. This term has specifie
reference to that body within Christendom which maintains the
Bible to be the only infallible gulde to faith end practice.
For clarity and convenience, this term was used throughout

this study to déaignata the author's position.
VI. ASSUMPTIONS

The Bible as the be&‘gg G@d; The suthor believes the

Holy Bible te‘be tﬁe inerrant‘ﬁbrd af‘Gad. It is a super-

natural rsvélation‘fram God to man. The books of the Bibie

9 Albert Henry Newmen, A Manual of Church Histor ~
(Illinois: The Amsriean‘Bép%i§% Publication §ccieﬁy,‘$%48},
II, 345. . ; G , -

10 sohn Wesley, 4 Plain Account of Christian Perfection

(Kentucky: Pentecostal Publishing Co., [n. dJ J, P. o
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were written by ". . . Holy men of God who spake as they were

moved by,thezﬁely~ahest,nll

The minign~%eslez view. The author assumas the
ﬁrminian view, with John WEaley s teaching on,ehristian per=
fection tc be a true interpretation of the Bible.

VII. METHOD OF PROCEDURE

Doctrines of the Mormon Church. After defining the

problem, the author presented a study of the doetrines of
revelation and inspiration, and four other major doctrines as
held by the Mormon Church, (Fortunately this author had the
privilege of visiting the headquarters of the Mormon Church
in Salt Lake City, Utah, where access was given to the main
library of this movement. The author was cordially received

and valuable information was made available.)

Doctrines of Conservative Protestantism. The author

then devoted his attention t0 major doctrines as held by
Conservative Protestantism. These corresponded, as far as

possible, to related doctrines of the Mormon Church.

Comparison and contrast. The presentation of Conserva-

tive Protestantism provided a basis for comparison and contrast,

11 11 Peter 1:21
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 For eclarity the contrast was made in chart form. Here was
shown the actual similaerity and differences batwaen the
daetrinal views held by the Mormon Church and &onaervétiv&
Protestantism., The last chapter presented the conclusions

of this study.



- CHAPTER II
THE ﬁGﬁﬁQﬁ DOCTRINES OF REVELATION AND INSPIRATION

Tha ﬁeatrinas of revalaticn and insplration are
significant in astablisbing the a&thority of the g'ermnn Qhurch.
Its very existeﬁee as a rellvisus baﬁy is substantiateﬁ in
a large measure, by its &efxnitlon &nd use of thesa &octrineé.
This ahapter was &avateﬁ to a eareful stuﬁy Gf these terms

w1th sgacial emphasis upaﬁ reval&tien.

mﬁterials end method of procedure. The nmaterisls used

wers diviéaé 1nt0 two main clasﬁificatlens.‘ first tha four
stan&ard werkal of %he Mormon ahurch (?he Hsly Eible, The Baak

of %@rmﬂn, ﬁoctrime an& Covenants, and Pearl of Great Priea)

second* contributions from their outstaﬁding laa&ers.k These
materials'mmm‘used thraughout the stndy of %crmsn ﬁgctrine.

| %hs‘mﬁtho& of proeedure eansisteﬁ Qf an induetiva stuéy
cf the four standard works. This was supplem@nteé by a eara—
ful examinatlen af the taachings presented by Josaph Smith
and th@ first six prasi&ants. Also, tha cantributioas of |
Orsan Pratt, an autst&néing apologist, ware aonsiéerea. Anﬁ

frem the 1eaﬁer$ Qf ta&&y, a 5tudy was made of the 1actura$

1 Phe four standard works comprise the sacred scriptures
of the Mormon Church.
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from Sidney Sperry, present professor of languaga end litera-

ture at Brigham Young University.

Enumﬁrgtian‘gg,gcints. The doctrines of revelation

end inspiration were presented as follows: first, definition
of ﬁerms- seésnd ‘neeﬁ fa& cantihdéus fevélaﬁieﬁ;‘thif& ‘how
revelatlen is racelveé and to whom it is given, fourth, a
\aascrlptisn ef recerdeﬁ revelatlun, fifth, the Mormon view cf
the Holy Bible' sixth, summary of ravelatian and authority of
the Bible. |

Definition. An adequate definition of the terms
ravelati@n and imspiration would necessarily inelude all the
divisions af‘this chapter. A brief ata#emgnt, nawevar,
regarding the és%ential natura;ﬁf’these‘deetrines would seem
advisable as a prefaca. From the Book of Moses, found in the

Pearl of Great Price, we have the following statement:

e far’my works are without end, and also my words, for
they never eeasa.*g From this quotation we have the main
principle of revelation, that of continuance. This is neces-
sarily true because of its nature., Joseph F. Smith, sixth
prasi&ent, deseribaa this n&tare.

Whet is revelation but the unceverlng of new truths,
by him who is the fountain of all truth? To say that

8 Jesayh ﬁmlth, The ?earl of Great Price (Gtah The
Church of Jesus Christ of of Latter-day Saints, 1951}, loses 1l:4.
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there is no need of new revelation, is equivalent to
saying that we have no need of new truths--a riﬁiculous
- assertion.d |

These new revealed truths provide guidsnce for the Mormon -
Church and for deily living of its respective members. ﬂ§~
may eplitomize the preceding observations by stating that God
necessarily and ﬁanﬁinuaily gives revelation to his own in
order to pravi&e guiﬁanae in av&ry realm ef life. This avoids
dapeﬁding upaa ez reason it - sl 4% -

Tke %erm inspiration éesarihes the means wher&hy we

know the validity of divine impressions. The Doctrine and

Gav&a&nt$qgrovide&<alaar teaching at this point..

- But; behold, I say unto yau, that you must study it
out in your mind; then you must ask me [christ] if it be
right, and -if it is right 1 will cause that your bosom
shall burn within you; therefore, you shall feel that
it is right.  But if it be not righk you ahall have no-
gugh faellaga, o iie W9

The ﬁsrmﬁn ﬁhurch afflrms that all revelatians must come

through properly inspired persons.

Nee& fer revelatgen. an impartant aspect of the need

for continuous revelatlen is based upcn the teaching that

5 3 Josaph F. Smith, Gosyel Boctrine Sermans and ﬁritin 8
(eighth editiou, Utah. ﬁeaeret Book 50mpany, 194%), p. 37.

4 Joseph Fielding Smith, The Restoration of All Things
(Uteh: Tha ﬂeseret News, 1944), y. .

o Jes3ph Smith, The ﬁeetrlne ané Goven&nts (ﬂtah* |
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1950), 9:8,9.
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continuous revelation is the faun&atién of the church! Without
present day revelation, the chureh could not exist. Proof for
this baaie tanat 1s carafully labored by Sidney aparry, present
prefe&s@r ef &1& ?ast&m&nﬁ languaga ané litaratara and dire@ter
of religitﬁ ax Brigham.Ybung’gaivarsity‘ In eommsntiag an
Mﬁtthaw 16 15~1a, ths fallawiag is cited: ‘ N

The view sensist&ntly helﬁ by the Latter~a&y Saints
has been that the *rock'® is the principle of revelation.
*. . .« flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee,

but my father . . . and upom this rock (principle of
revelation) I will build my church. Y

Mr., Sp&rry eantinues by ealling &ttentien to the changing af

Peter's nams 1n Jehn 1: 42 Here he refers to the teaching of

Joseph smitn. o I |

When Jaseph smith was revising the Gospel of Jnhn by

the spirit of revelation, he corrected this passage to
read thus: 'And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus
‘beheld him, he said, thou art Simon, the son of Jonsh,
thou shalt be caile& 6ephas, uhich i&, by 1nterpretatien
a seer,8 or a stone.'

By combining the teaching of these two scriptures (Matthew

16: 15-13 &nd Jahn 1: 42}, Mr. &perry made the follawing con~.

elusian in raferanea t@ a distiaati@n between pebres {masaalina

8 Gonservative Protestantism believes the rock to be
Christ, ‘ ' : :

7 Sidney B. ‘Sperry, Themes of the R@sﬁ@r&éiﬁhurah
(ﬁt&h., Bookeraft Publishing Co., 1950), D. L ~

8 Sidney Sperry stated that the translation of erhas
to mean "seer™ is not given in our modern Aramaiec diction~
aries, but was unfortunately lost during early Christian times,

D .

9 Ipid., p. 136,
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gender translated Peter) and petra (feminine gender translated
roek):

In view of the fact that our Lord was so pleased with
the revelatory or seeric powers of Peter, what could be
more reasonable than to believe that by petra [feminine],
[Italies and brackets by Sperry] he had reference to the
fundamental principle of seership or revelation? That is
the great mother rock or principle upon which the Church
should be built, The reason why our Protestent and
Catholic friends alike refuse to see the great strength
‘of our position is that in_their presuppositions they rule
out 1iving oraelea ef God.

ﬁceepﬁing the pasitien that the ehurgh 1@ built up@n the reek
of ravslatian, pr@vi&aa Gﬁ® af the str@ngest arguments far e
the need of eontinuous revelation. .

The nsxt step in ﬁha deVQlopmant ef the neeé fer

pregent day revelatien is that withcut revelatian salvation

1s nat obtainable. Jasaph Smith declared the fcllowing»
"Salvation eannot come withcut reval&tion {eentinuous}, it
is in vain fer anyone te ministar without it. ; { nll ﬁn& |
again,
' The ple& ef many in this éay is,,r that we have no: ri&at
to réceive revelations; but if we do not get revelatioms,

we do noV have the oracles of God; and if they have %at
the araslea of G@d, th@y are n@t the pe@pla ef G@d.

10 1nia., p, 143.

o1 Joseph Fiai&ing %mith, aempiiar, ?eaehi‘iﬁ af the
o§get Joseph Smith (Utah: The Deseret News Press, 1938),
80,

A8 Ibia., . 202,
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Brighamfiaaﬁg; who follawad Joseph Smith and assumed the first
presi&ane&, wraté the féllcwing:
If we had all the revelation given since the days of
Adam asnd were without the spirit of revelation {continuous;

‘to be end abide in the midst of the people, it would be
impossible far us ta ba s&ve& 1n the aslestial kingdem of

God .13
Another emphatic statement on this subjeet was presented by
president Wilford Woodruff.
- I'would to God that the inhebitants. of the earth would
get rid of the idea that revelation ceased when Christ
was put to death. It is a false doetrine. Revelation

Ceeniénuaué} belongs ts the salvatien Qf the ehildren ef
men. ;

'  ?ﬁrtunataly, Gsé has nat left man to grape in éarkness
but has pruviﬁad,ravelazzan threug& the Eﬁrmnn &h&reh. These
revalatiana are. binéing aa holy seripture. The one wha
rejaeta thasa revalations eannot 1nherit &ternal life, but
shall bs~ﬁamﬁeé~ferevar¢ This éamnati@n was taught by Jﬁsaph
smithe

- What will beaams af the werld, or the varioua pro- .
fessors of religion who do not believe in revelation aaa
the oracles of God as continued [itealics not in original]
to His Church in all ages of the world, when He has &

people on earth? I tell you, in the name of Jesus Christ,
they will be demned; and when you get into the eternal

13 John A, Widta@e, ﬁeleeteé and arrange& ﬁiﬁcaﬁrsea

af Br%gg am Young (Utah: The Deseret News Press,
97, cliting curnal of Discourses 12:259-260.

14 Homer G. Durham, arrsnged end edited by, The
Discourses of ﬁilforﬁ %h@ﬁruff Utah: The Bookeraft Co.,
1946), p. 49.
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world, you will find 1% will be so, they cannot escape
the damnati@n of hell.l5 ,

How rev&l&tiaa is ree&ive&. Having aurvaye& the

problem<of the ﬂead fsr revalati@n, the author turnad to a

consiéeratlan af haw revelatiaa4is reeeived.~ The rirst

enﬁe&ver ‘was t@ astablish the means whar@by revel&ti@n, blnding

upon ﬁha ahureh ia cammﬂaiﬁatad* A stu&y or the Melchizedek

prlesthaed, as t&ught by the %ﬁrmon Oharch, pr@vlées an unﬂer~

standiaa ef ﬁhis problem.

There are tw@ Pri@athoeds sp@ken af in the Seriptﬁres,
viz., the Melchizedek and the Aaronic or Levitical., Al-
though there are two Priesthoods, yet the Melchizedek
Priesthood comprehends the Asronic or Levitical Priest-
hood, and is the grand head, and holds the highest
authority which pertains to the Priesthood, and the keys
of the Kingdom of God in all ages of the world to the
latest posterity on the earth; and is the channel through
which all knowledge, doetrine, the plan of salvation and
every important matter is revesled from heaven,

Its institution was prior to 'the foundation of this
: aarth, .« « »! and is the highest and holiest Priesthood,
and is after the order of the Son of God, and all other
Priesthoods are only parts, remifications, powers and
blessings belonging to the same, and are held, controlled,
and directed by it. It is the channel through which the
Almighty commenced ravealing His glory at the beginning
of the creation of this earth, and through which He has
continued to revesl Himself to the children of men to the
- present time, and through which He Will make known His
purposes to the end of time.16

Tha Melchize&&k priesthoad, which is etarnal, was

best@xed by Ghrist upcn ﬁéam. & briaf histerxaal aketeh cf

15 Jaseph F. Smith, Te&chinuskaf She ?rsghet Iasep

Smith, op. ¢it., p. 272.

16 1pid., p. 166,167,
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this priasth@aé from &datho M@sea was prav1ded by president
%1lfera %baﬁruff.

?ather’ﬁﬁam was c&lleé of Ge& amd erd&iﬁe& %o the he
fulaasa of the Melchizedek Priesthood-~ordained to the
highest office and gift of God to man on the earth.

Adem bestowed that blessing upon seven of his sons--Seth,
Enos, Jared, Canaan, Mahalaleel, Enoch, and Methuselah.
They were all ordained high priests by their father Adam,
and possessed the privilege and the right to understand
~~the gospel of Jesus Christ and to give it to the human
femily, so that they might qualify and prepare themselves
-for eternal life. IB tracing the history of the desling
of God with men from that day to this, we find that the
‘Lord has in various dispensations and times given unto the
sons of men that blessing., Israel had it in the beginning,
from Abrsham, Isaac, and Jacob down, and until Moses, who
traveled with the children of Israel forty years in the
‘wilderness. They had the gifts and graces of that Priest-
hood bestowed upon them, and they had the privilege of
magnifying their eallings and prepering themselves for
eternal life. But Israel would not accept the Melchi-
zedek Priesthood, and therefore it was taken from them,
and the lesser y&aroniqj yriasthoed was eon{;rred upcn
them while they traveled in the wilderness. : : :

For the purpose of this study, it was not necessary to
trace the history of the Melchizedek priesthood from Moses to
Christ. It is important, however, to recognize the way that
this priesthood (which includes the keys of authority for

.promgting the kingdom of God)} descended from Christ to Joseph

Smitﬁ, ; 7 ; g \ P,
| Never is there but one éppointed at & time to hold the
keys of the kingdom of God pertaining to the earth.

- While Christ remained on the earth he held them; but when
he d%gartea, he committed them to Peter, he being the

17 %he Latter~ﬂa Saints‘ %illennial Star 58:305-306,
April 5, 1896, cited by Durham, op. cit., pp. 64,65,
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president or chief of the apostles; and it was his
right to direct and to receive revelation for the Church
and to give counsel to all the brethren. After Satan
end wicked men had prevailed against the Church, cruei~
fied the Savior and killed the apostles, the keys of the
kingdom were taken from the earth. John the Revelator
deseribes it most clearly. And from that time until
Joseph Smith was called by the voice of the Almighty,
and ordeined to hold those geys, no men held them upon
- the earth that we know of.
Whenever God has desired %o make his will known "to the
~ehildren of men, or has any imnstructions to impart to his
church, he will meke such communication through the legally
appointed channel of the priesthood; he will never go outside
of it. o . 19 (

- To conclude this treatment of the Melchizedek priest- .
hood, careful attention should be given to the office and
function of the president®0 who is at the head of the Melehi-
zedek priesthood on earth, and is the ome to whom the keys of
the kingdom are given, The Mormom Church clearly teaches
that revelation binding upon the church must come through
the president. |

+ « «» The Presidents @r Prasldenay are over the Chureh;
and revelatlens of the miné anﬁ will of God to the ﬁhureh,

18 Jﬂsaph F. Smith, &aapel Bﬁctrlne Barmons anﬁ
Writings * 0P« Qitny Pe 43 ,

19 1vid., p. 41.
20 wynto whom I have given the keys of the kingdom,

whieh belong alweys unto the Presidency of the High Priesthce&'“
(The Doctrine and Covenemts, 81: 8}. :
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are to come thro%%g the Presiﬁency,,~fhis is the order
af heaven, . . . SR '

From the above study, the follawing may be obsarved as
to the methg& wheraby revelatiens are receiv&é*

1¢‘ ?he mslchizaéek priesthec& has existe& frcm before
the foundations of the werl&.

2.‘ Withaut the function 0f this griesthood there
cannot be established a true church of God.

- 3, God is pleased to communicate his will (revelation)
for the church through this divinely appointed channel.

4, This priesthood and keys of authority were given
to Joseph Smith, to be a&minisﬁered‘&uring this last disyensa~
tion. = (The keya had been withdrawa fram the aarth follawing
the death of the épostlss}.

Threugh Joseph Smith and the sueceedlng prasiéents of
the Mormon Church, God revealed his will for men, This in
assenea is the means wharaby ra#&laﬁianvis reasiv&d for the
chureh. “ | , ’ B PR ‘ ’

‘ Thaugh revelatlon is exelusivaly proviﬁed thrsugh the
melehizedek pri&sthood (binding upan all the church) it 1s
also recognized that indlvidual mambers may reeeiva personal
revelatian to proPerly aischarge duties in the church and

guide their parsenal life. .

21U5b53§hky‘_gmith$;§$g£higgs7g§.the Prophet Joseph
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« o« « The gift of revelation, does not belong to one

man solely; it is not a gift that pertains to the Presi-
~denecy of the Church and the Twelve apostles alone. It

is not confined to the presiding authorities of the

Church; and it is the right and privilege of every man,

every woman, and every child who has reached the years

of accountability, to enjoy the spirit of revelation, and

to be possessed of the spirit of inspiration in the dis-

- charge of their duties as members of the Church. It is
the privilege of every individual member of the Church
to have revelation for his awg guidance, for the dirsction
of his 1ife and conduct,. _——l ,

Thare are. three prereeuisites to receiving personal revelation.
’First, one mnst be born of the Spirit. (This eomes only through
the Ebrmon Ghurch ) ﬂeecnd, one's life must be pleasing to
God. | -
~Yea,dblssséd are they whose feet ataaa,upan‘tha~land
of Zion, who have obeyed my gospel; for they shall receive
for thelr reward the good things of the earth, and it
shall bring forth in its strength. And they shall also
be crowned with blessings from above, yea, and with

commandments not a few, and with revelations in thelg
tlme—~they that are falthful and diligent befcra me.

Third, one must ask
- If thou shalt ask thcu shalt recelve revelatian upon
revelation, knewleéga upon knowledge, that thou mayest
know the mysteries and peacable things--that which
bringeth joy, that which bringeth eternal life.2%

If the above qualifications are met, a member of the Mormon

Church may receive revelations but they are nol necessarily

binding upon the lives of others.

22 Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine Sermons and
Writings, op. eit., D. 34.

23 poctrine and Covenants 59:3,4.

24 poctrine and Covenants 42:61.
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A word of caution has been sounded to the effect that
there ls a danger in misusing the privilege of receiving
revelation. Some of the leaders of the Mormon Church have
spoken strongly egainst its abuse. Joseph Fielding Smith
(sixth president) taught that the church should not seek
new revelations uatil they had fsithfully carried out present
commandments.®® To do so would be te bring greater condemna-

tion. Another caution is mentioned in the Doetrine and

Covenants. This is in the nature of a warning to those who
pride themselves in being a revelator.

For although a men may have meny revelations, and
have power to do many mighty works, yet if he boasts
in his own strength, and sets at naught the counsels of
God, and follows after the dictates of his own will and
carnal desires, he m&gt fall and incur the vengance of
a Jast Gaa upon him.

Description of added revelations. A study of revela-

tion, as held by the MarmmnAshureh, would not be complete
without some considerstion of added revelation. By added
‘ravglﬁtiansthe suthor meens those revelations which are.
extra=-Biblical.  Unf&rtunate£y,f1t will be impossible to
provide an extensive survey of these writings in this study.
I% seemei prcfitable, hawaver, to t@ueh briefly ﬂpon the

histary Qf e&ch¢

25 Jesaph F. smith, ﬁﬂ&ﬁ@l Boetrxne Sermons and
Writings, op. cit., Pe 36¢

26 pootrine and covenants 3.4,
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© The Book of Mormon is claimed to be a divinely imspired
document, "made by the prophets of the ancient peoples who
inhebited the American continent for centuries before and after
the tima,@fuﬁhristQ”37 These records were translated into
‘our modern languege by Joseph Smith. During the night of
September 21-22, 1823, Joseph Smith received a visitation
~from an angel. Subsequent visitations followed wherein he
was informed of the whereabouts of some golden plates. Later
under divine guidance Joseph was led to the hill Cumorah in
New York where the golden plates were uncovered. Through -
special help of the Urim and Thummin,?8® he was able to make
the translation. The Book of Mormon was first published in
1830, The Book of Mormon is believed to have several advan-
tages when compared with the Bible. First, it was infallibly
trenslated., Second, it has meny important predictions no%t
mentioned in the Bible. Third, many points of doctrine are
more clearly stated. TFourth, it has restored "many parts,
plain and precious™ which were taken from the Bible when it

E&&ﬁﬁ?&ﬂ&l&tedgﬁg These advantages, it is claimed, do not

T 2? James E. Talms T
z . ge, Artieles of Faith (Utah: The
Church of Tesus Christ of Latter—day Saints, 1949), p. 255.

28 The Urim and Thummin were deposited with the plates.
When looking into these stones the translation would mira-
culously appear and when the translation was accurately copieé
the tranalatian waulﬁ élsappe&r@ ; :

29 g, o, Lamb The Golden Bible (New York: Ward and
Drummond, 1887}, pp. 5,6.
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mean that The Book of Mormon is intended to supplant the

Bible. Talmage, in his Articles of Faith teaches that the

"Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints accepts the
Holy Bible &s the foremost of her standard works,"90

The Peerl of Great Price is one of the three books of

revelation issued by Joseph Smith. fIf is believed (by the
Mormons] to be an inspired work of equal authority with all
other revelations. In 1835, Joseph Smith first came into

contact with the source of the Pearl of Great Price. At that

time, he received from Mr. Michael H. Chandler two or three
pileces of papyri and two Egyptian mnmmisa. "No men then could
reaﬁ the Egyptiaa hieroglyyhiea with aeeuraey. ?he Resett& a
sten& had ﬁot been deeiphered ané Egyptology was yrae%ically
a closed baak.”z’l With the aid of the Urim and- Thummm,
Jeseph translateé these hieroglyphies anﬁ published his trans-
latxon under the tltle the Pearl of Great Priae.‘

The book 13 éivided into tw& main pertlcns, the B@Qk
of lMoses anﬁ the Book of &braham.’ ?he Book af wb3$s deals
primarily with creation amd is #ery 31milar to Genesls 1 %o
3 with some changes and additioms. The Book of Abraham was\

written by Abreham while in Egypt and treats of the Holy

S0 Talmage, op. cit., p. 236.

31 Stuart Martin, The M sterg of Mormonism (New York:
E. P. Dutton and Co., [n. d.]7, p. 273¢
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Priesthood and the nature of God., The contents of these two
books will be a rich soureafof-referanﬁa in the further doc-
trinal studies.

The Doctrine and Covenants consists of continuous
revelations given to Joseph Smith up to the time of his
death. Theﬁ@,ravalatiens treat numerous subjects, Some deal
with very practical aspects of church activity while others
are doctrinal in content. The unique doctrines of celestial
marriage and baptism for the dead are developed in this
writing. The history of the writing of this book is briefly
explained as;follaws: : o :

. Meny revelations followed [writing of Book of Mormo } s
in preparation for re-establishing of the Church of Tesus
Christ on earth, . . + As early as the summer of 1830, .
the Prophet, acting under Divine commandment, was engaged
in copying end arranging the revelations received up to
that time. . . « On November 1, 1831 . . . definite

action was taken, and_ the compilation was called the
Beok af Gommandmants.

Later the name was ehange& t@ Doctrine aad Qavananta. AlL
the aaatiana sf this boak are revelations recaivaé by Jaseph
Snith exeapt the last aaeﬁlon which was given ta Brigham

Ybung‘

The place of the Bible. Having surveyed the extra-
Biblical*reyalatiqns of the Mormon Church, the question arises

32 pootrine and Covenants (in Explanatory Introduction)
p. TII. o= 2== SRSRRERAs




26
as to the value of the Bible. 4 clear discussion of this
question is valuable in helping to establish the need for

continuous revelation., =~

- 'As previously quoted, the Articles of Faith by Talmage,

indicates that the Bible assumes the foremost place among
the fonr atandard works ef the %brmmn ﬁhareh‘ It 1s further
taught, that ”ia resyeet ané sanetlty with whiah th@ Latter~
day Saints regara the Bibla they are of lika prafassicn with
Ghristiaa éenominatzans in ganeralg"gs We: read furthar that
 the extranBiblieal wqus “are in harmnny with the Bible, and
serve to support and amphasiza its facts and é@etrines.”34
The chareh, hawever, raeagnizea one 1imitatlan which is stateé
in the eighth artlela of faith. “Wé beiiev@ the Bihle to be :
the weré of God as far as it is translateﬁ earrectly‘"ﬁs This
limitatian is aiueiéatea samawhat by the fcllewing statam&nt'
The Hew Testament must ba accebted for what it claims
to be; and though, perhaps, many precious parts have been
anp@rﬁsseﬁ or lost, while some corruptions of the text
may have crept in, and errors have been inadvertently
“introduced through the ineaspacity of transletors, the

volume as g whole must be admitted as authentic and
eredible,d b Lome D OMOTE

54 Loe. eit.
3% Loe. cit.
364§aimaga; op. cit., p. 248,
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Mr. ﬁalmage* in the abava statement, makaﬁ r@f@renea ta
preei@us par@s of tﬁa Bible being sapyregsad or last¢u Hia
authority fer this statemenx is foand in The Beak cf marmon.
Baeause of the sxgn&l impartance of this referanee, the author

has guote& it at some length.

And the g@l of the Lord sai& unta me: Thou hast
beheld that the book [Holy Bible] proceeded forth from.
the mouth of the Jew; and when it proceeded forth . . .
it contained the plainness of the gospel of the Lord, -

« s+ ¢ And after they go forth by the hand of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb, . « + thou seest the foundation of
a great and abominable chureh, . . « behold, they have
taken away from the gospel of the Lamb many parts which
are plain and most precious; and also meny covenamnts of
the Lord have they taken away« 4nd all this have they
done that they might pervert the right ways of the Lord,
that they might blind the eyes and harden the hearts of
the childrem of men. . . . Because of these things which
are taken away out of the gospel of the Lamb, an exceeding
great many do stumble, yea, insomuch that Satan hath great
power over them. « . « Neither will the Lord God suffer
that the Gentiles shall forever remain in that awful
stete of blindness,; which thou beholdest they are in,
because of the plain and most precious parts of the gospel
of the %@mb which have been kept back by that abominable

‘ church*

The Boak af ﬁorman eontiﬂu&s to teach that thasa plain an& )

preeious truths would ‘be restareﬁ aﬁd that this restcratian
is aee@mplished in The Boak Qf Mermon.‘ ' -

And the angal spake unto me, saying. These last
records, [ Book of Mormon] which thou hast seen among the
Gentiles, shall establish the truth of the first, which
are of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, and shall make
known the plaiﬁ and preclauﬁ things Which have been taken

37 Joseph Smith, The Book of Mormon (Utah: The Church
of Jesus Christ of L&tter»d&y Saints, 1948), I Nephi 13:24,
26,27,29,32,




away from them; and shall meke known to all kindreds,
tongues, and people, that the Lamb of God is the Son

of the Eternal Father, and the Savior of the world; and
thaﬁ all men mnst eums unto him, or they cannot be saved.ﬁs

From the above qnetatian, the follewing facts abaut
the Bible are Qbservea. |

; 1.' ﬁhen the teachings of i@sug and the apostles went
forth they were pure and undsfiled.

‘e ?oll@%ing the death of the ﬁp&stl&a, an abwmiﬂation
set in an& the words which wera pure began a downwar& tranﬁ
cf corruptlan. | ‘ ;

Se There was a 1itera1 taking away of praclous truths,
These truth& were in essence basic doctrlnes. The referenee
in I Kepﬁi 13 40 infsrs that the steps ef salvatlen were so
aorrupta& that man oould not find God.

| . No wsnder the angel whe deliveréﬁ this sa& message to
ﬂephi exalaime& that humanity was in an "awful state of
blindness“ But this was not all. As previously inéleated
in this chapter, Ghrist remeved the keys of the kingdom.when
the ﬁgostles ﬁieﬁ. Therefore, the campilers of the Bibla
eoula not have been divinely guided in the least, for divine
gui&anee come s only when the trua priasthooa is funetioning
or when an inaividual or grcup sincerely repents ana seeks

Ged*a help. The inferenee one derives from The Book of Mormon

38 Ipid., I Nephi 13:40.
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is that the pollutions were deliberate, and actually econceived
end direeted by Satan, Another important fact is that the
Bible did not point & single soul to Christ, which issued in
saving faith, from the days of the apasﬁlea to the days of
Josepﬁ~5mith. ‘This elaim~1s‘subst$nti&§é&~in the following
qnetatlen" - | | i | 5o

Resﬁaating the ﬁelckizaaek ?riesthaeﬁ, the saetaria&
world never professed to have it, consequently they never
could save enyoms and would all be demned together. . . .99

The authar sineeraly believes that the above aﬁservatiens ére

not in the leasﬁ exaggerateﬁ* To deny these facts would be

to deny Tha Bcok @r ﬁﬁrman ané the teaehing af 1eadars in

the Mormon ﬂhureh.' Granting these observations to be trus,
it appears that Talmﬁga has not properly represented the true
Mormon position on the Bible. Therefore, reeognltlon is made
of another outstanding writer whc,has written from ane%her |
extreme. ,Qrs@n-Pratt; an a&tstanﬁing‘apelogist, reyreseﬁts
the ani& true logieaifpaaitiOﬁ the %érm§m~§hureh’may‘assum&
regerding the Bible, It is granted that meny laymen and some
leaaars in the Mormon ahurah weuld not aceegt at first, ’
Grson Eratt*s ecnelasiens, but thsy will ba 1®gi$ally farea&
to his posi%iaﬁ when a fair induetlva analysis is made. The

guthor has taken the liberty to quote at length from the

39 willism Berl La Rue and &lfred Williams ﬁnthaﬁy,
The Foundations of Mormonism (New York: Fleming H. Revell

Co., 19197, p. 45.
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wrltings of Orson Pratt baeauae of thelr great impertanea
on this vital subjeet. Hegarding the eannanizing of the
Bibla, &rsen Pratt atatas.~f~

Hew do the Prat@stants prove the - truth Qf the Bible?
- What evidence have they that the book of Matthew was

inspired of God, or any other of the books of the New
Testament? The only evidence they have is tradition.
They have received into their canon such books only as
tradition accredits to be genuine, « . . Here then we
clearly perceive that the first founéaﬁ&@u stone e; the
Fretsatant rule of faith ia traditiou¢ :

This fallibla gui&e (Bible) pr@vi&aﬁ the &eurea for eagfusian

and strifa in pratestantlﬁm.

&ll things combined with the unavoidable errors of am
uninspired translstion, have rendered the English Bible
extremely uncertain and ambiguous. This uncertainty and
ambiguity has been the4grineiple;&aaﬁa;af all the divisions
of maderu Ghristenécm.

In anawering the quastlon, is the Blble an adequate guiéa,
Orson Pratt advances the following:

What shall we say then, concerning the Bible's being a
sufficient guide? Can we rely upon it in its present
known corrupted state, as being a fgithful record of
God's word? We all know that but a few of the inspired

- writings have descended %o our times, which few quote
the nemes of some twenty other books which are lost, and
it is quite certain that there were many other inspired
books that even the nemes have not reached us. What few
have come down to our day, have been mutilated, changed
and corrupted, in such a shameful manner that no two
manuscripts agree. Verses and even whole chapters have
been added by unknown persons; and even we do not know

40 orson Pratt, "The Bible and Tradition, Without
. Further Revelation, ﬁn Insufficient Guide™, Divine Authority
of the Book of ﬁarmon, Vbl. 16, (December l, 18507, p. 44.

. ————— SO ———.

41 Lamb, ~g. cit., p.vlgﬁ.
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the suthor of some whole books; and we are not certain
that all those which we do know, were written by imspira-
tion. Add all this imperfection to the uncertainty of the
translation, and who, in his right mind, could, for one
moment, suppose the Bible in its present form to be &
perfect guide? Who knows that even one verse of the
whole Bible hes escaped pollution, so as %o convey the
seme sense now that it did in the original? Who knows
“how many importent doetrines and ordinances necessary %o
salvation may be buried in oblivion in some of the leost
books? Who knows that even the ordinances and doctrines
that seem to be set forth in the present English Bible,
are anything like the original? . . . There c¢an be no
certainty as to the contents of the inspired writings
until God shell inspire one to re-write all those books
over again, as he did Esdras in ancient times. There is
no possible means of arriving at certainty in any other
way. No reflecting men can deny the necessity of such a
new revelation.

It may be seen from the>ab0ve quotatibns, that the
conclusions of Orson Pratt are consistently logical with the

inductions made from The Book of Mormon. The Bible, therefore,

is admittedly an inadequate guide for the Christian life.

Summary. A4 brief summary of the Mormon position on
revelation and the authority of the Bible will be helpful at
this point,

1. BRevelation is continuous.

2. The church camnot exist without continuous revela-

tion.

3. Continuous revelation is only communicated through

the Mormon Churech.

42 pratt, op. cit., p. 47.
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4., The Book of Mormon, Pearl of Great Price, and

Doctrine and Covenants, are inspired writings.

5. The above nameé&writings are superior to the Bible.
'6. The only proof we have of the trustworthiness af~

the Bible is tradition. |
7. The Bible has been the source of strife amnd confusion.
8. The Bible is an inadequate guide to faith and

practice.



- CHAPTER III
THE MCORMON DOCTRINE CF GOD

To properly understand any religious system, one must
have & clear concept of its doctrine of God. It is upon this
doctrine that the entire system must rest. This chapter is
devoted to a study of God and was divided into three parts;
nemely, the doctrines of God the Father, Christ, and the Holy
Spirit.

I. THE DOCTRINEZ OF GOD

The doctrine of God the Father was examined as follows:
first, the relation of God to spirit and matter; second, God
has parts and body; thiré, plurality of Gods in the Trlnlty,
fourth, the pr@gressman of Ged fifth, the attributes of God;
and aixth, the ﬁﬁ&MPde belief.

}Sgirit'ané matter. The“Mbrmcn Churech has adopteﬁ a

philosophy of spirit and mattar which cannot be poured inta
the traﬁiticnal molds of either monism or dualism. 9331ca11y,
this ehurch teaches that syirlt and matter are co-eternsal,

differing only in degree of refinement. In the rotr1na aﬂd

Covenants we rea&, "There is no ﬁueh thing as immaterial
matter. 411 spirit is matter, but is more fine and pure, and

can only be discerna& by yurer eyas' ‘We cannot see it; bnt
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when our bodies are purified we shall see that it is all
matter.md

Accepting the position that spirit‘ia,rafin@d\w&tter,
the Mormon Church concludes that the only essential difference
between God and mah is & difference of degree. There is no
difference in kind. Nels %.:ﬁsxsoﬁ in hié book entitled, |

Scientific ggpa@ta'gg;ﬁﬂrmcnism focuses our attention on this

belief by stating that men "must feel himself categorically
a child of God; differing, indeed, in degree but not in kind."2
Mbrmcnism has not only advoecated that all is matter, but
spaaks stroagly against the dualistie concept of Conservative
?reteatantiam. - Brighem Young, first presiﬁent, in answering
the question is there immsterial substanca declared,
| 'Immatarial substance.! It is like the center of a
being everywhere and his circumference nowhere, or like
being seated on the top of a topless throne. These are
self-aonfaunding expressions, and there is no meaning
to any of them. .
| Eenouneing all immaterialism, the prmblem of . a flrst
cause is called inte question. if matter is co-eternal with
God (God being matter}, can theére be a first cause, and if so,

may we know this cause? ‘Unfortunately, this author found

1 Joseph Smith, The Doctrine and Covenants (Utah: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day saints, 1950), 131:7,8.

€ Nels L. Nelson, Scientific Aspects of mbrmﬁnisu
(New York: . P. Putnams' Sons, 1904), P. 15. T

S John A. Widtsoe, selected and arresnged, The Discourses

of Brigham Youn (Utah: The Deseret News Press, 1925),
p. 75, eciting Journal of Discourses, 16:31.
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very little discussion on this subjeet by Mormom writers.
This is understandable, beceuse & first cause is naturslly
excluded in the system. Brigham Young, who made brief
mention of a first cause gives the following ironical comment:

It would be as easy for a. gnat to trace the history
of men back %o his origin as for men to fathom the first
cause of all things, 1Iift the veil of eternity, and reveal

the mysteries that 2&V3 been sought after by philosophers
from the beginning, . :

God has parts and body. The belief that God has parts

and body is based upon the teaching that spirit is matter.
The following Eﬁrﬁﬂn Sefiptares ¢ite this position: ®. ..
And the veil was taken from off the eyes of the brother of
Jared, and he saw the finger of the Lord; and it was as the
finger of a man,; like unto flesh and blood; . . MO mThe
Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man's;
. . .m6 ?ﬁrther~piqaf of this view is sought in the 0ld
?@stamaat5 wher3~it speeks af @e& &ittiﬁg eﬁ his throne, his
arm outstretched, ete. These references are believed to be
to a God who hegs parts and body.

Joseph Smith teught that the belisf of God having a
body was polluted by the sectarian world. In John 14:23, s

4 Ibid., p. 25.

5 Joseph Smith, The Book of Mormon (Utah: The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1948), Ether 3:6,16.

6 Doctrine and Covenants, 130:22.
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‘where it speaks of the Father and Son coming to make their
abode with the Christian, Joseph Smith received a revelation
carractiug thé sectarian interpretetion of this being a
persanal spiritual iniwelling.

 The appearlng of the Father and the Son, in that

verse,[John 14:23]is & personal appearance; and the idea

that the Father and the Son dwell 19 a man's heart is an

old seetarian netien, and is f&lﬁ@a
Also, Joseyh ﬁmith raeeived a revelatlen upon I Jchn & 12»
In the Ki§g~James versian this verse reads. "No man hath seen
God at eny time. . ™ Joseph Smith transleted this verse
as follows: "No men hath seen God at any time, except them
who believe."8

Brigh&m;Ycuﬁg gave the following argument as to why

God must have parts end body:

+ « o« WHe cannot believe for a moment that God is
destitute of body, parts, passions, or attributes., Attri-
butes can be made manifest only through an organized
personage. All attributes are couched in and are the
results of organized axlstaﬂcs. o

Another argumant is prasenta& by ﬁr‘ Yeang when hs atated that
"it mﬁst be that God knows samethiug abaut t@mporal thlnws,‘

and hes had a body + .+ « Were it not so, he would not know

7 Ibid., 130:3.

8 Joseph ¥. Smith, The Restoration of All Things
(Utah: The ueseret Eéwa, 1944), . 59,

7 ST ® Widtsoe, QE« eit., p. 35, oiting Journel of Discourses,
0:192.
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how to juﬁge men rightesusly, according to the tempt&tiens
and sin they ha?e haé to contend wmth.“lﬁ |

Pluralitz of”Gaﬁa in tha Trlnity, That there are msny

Gods, is a major tanat of the ﬁorman Ghurch. Jose§h~8mith
dsgmatically affirmed this positien. N
I will preech on the pluralmty of Gods¢ O | wish
‘Yo declare I have alwdays and in all congregations when
I have preached on the subjeet of the Deity, it has always
been the plurslity of aaafl It has been preached by the
?1ders far flfteen years.
The Trinitarian view as held by ﬁsnaervativa Protestantism is

rejected by the mOrmnn ﬁhureh. The Doetrine and &ovanants

taaehes three separate Gods in the trinity. "The Father has
a body of flesh and bones . ., . the Son also; . . . the Holy
Spirit . . . is a personage of $pirit."13« Joseph Smith
commented on the relation of Father, Sonm, and Holy Spirit by
saying:
I have always declared God to be a distinct personage,
Jesus Christ a separate and distinet personage from God
the Father, and that the Holy Ghost was a distinet
personage and a Spirit: and these i ree constitute three
distinet personages and three Gods. EL O R V >
The Mormon Church teaches that the doctrine of the trinity,

as held by Comnservative Protestantism, is an sbsurdity.

10 Ibid., p. 37, 4:271.

11 Joseph F. Smith, compiler, Teachings of the Prophet
Joseph Smith fifth adltian* Utah: The Deseret News Press,
1938§, Pe 370,

12 Doetrine and Covenants 130:22.

13 joseph F. Smith, loc. eit.
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The immeterialist teaches that the Godhead consists
of three persons of one substance, and that esach of these
persons can be everywhere present. Now in order to be
everywhere present, each of these persons must be
infinitely extended, or else each must be susceptible of
occupying two or more places at the same time ., . . . It
is utterly impossible for & person to be in two or more
places at the same time, hence immatarialism.[?rlnity] is
totally absurd and anphllesa?hieal.lé g
Though thera are three aaparata Gods, there is a unlty in
&ttributas, pewar,~and.§urpase¢
The numbar of Geés is not limited to tha trlnlty. ?he
Mormon Ghurch te&ch&s that thare are innumerable ‘Gods autside
the trlnity. ﬁ\ais@usaien of theae Gﬂﬁs is unﬁartaken in |

the fallewing aivisian.

God beceming,‘or the perfeet-imperfeet Goao Cne key

word in the Mbrmon doctrine af God is progressian. All Gods
are progressing, Qr aﬁv&neing tc highar st&ges Gf glary* 'Tm
think cf progression, one mnst have a starting point. - Eraﬁ‘
what point -did theﬁe Gods begin %o progress¢ Thearetieally,
one cann@t sgeak @f a beginnmng puint in the lMormon systam,

but thare ia very,clear teaching that all Gods Were once man.
Brigham Young spoke extensively on this subject. In addressing

a congregation, he said, "And you have got to learn how to be

14 orson Pratt, "Absurdities of Immaterialism," Pamphlet
(Liverpool: R, Jemes, Printer, [n. d.]), p. 9.
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Gods yourselves, the same as all Gods have done before you.™15
The teaching that God was once man is affirmed by the positive
statement of Joseph Snith.

- God himself wes once as we are now, and is an exalted
man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the
greaet secret. If the vell were rent today, and the great
God who holds this world in its orbit, and who upholéds
-8l worlds and all things by his power, was to make him-
self visible, -- I say, if you were to see him today, you
would see him like a man in form--like yourselves in all
the person, image, and very form as & man; . . . These
are incomprehensible ideas to some, but they are simple.
It is the first principle of the Gospel to know for a
certainty the character of God, and to know that we may
converse with him as one men converses with another, and
that he was once a man like usj yes, that God himself,
the Father of us all, dwelt on in earth, the seme as
Jesus Christ himself did; . v

BEvidence from the Holy Bible (John 5:19) was presented by
Joseph Smith as proof that God was once man.

The Scriptures inform us that Jesus said, As the Father
hath power in Himself, even so hath the Son power--to do
what?  Why, what the Father did. The answer 1is obviocus--
in & manner to lay down His body and teke it up sgain.
Jesus, what are you going to do? To lay down my life as
my Father did, and take 1t up sgain. Do you believe it?
If you do not believe it, you do not believe the Bible.
The Scriptures say it, and I defy all the learning and
wisdom and all the combined powers of earth and hell to-
gether to refute 1t.17

15 Jamﬁa H. Snowden, The Truth ﬁbaut marmonism (New
York: George H. Doran Compeny, 1926}, p. 128, citing Journel
of Discourses, 6:4.

18 Joseph F. Smith, Teachings of the Prayhet Joaeph
Smith, 0?. eit., PP+ 345,346, FanT

i* Ibié., D. 546,
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If Jesus has done what the Father did, then one must conclude
that the Father was once man as Christ was man. The Mormon
Church believes the glorious hope of &&n today is that he will
(if faithful) become a God; progress, and be exalted as all
Gods have done before him. This progression will enable man
someday to be called supreme and Almighty.

If any of his children become heirs to all things,
they in their turn may say, by - and by, that they know
all things, and they will be called Supreme, Almighty,
King of Kings, Lord of lords., All this and more that
cannot enter into our hearts to conceive is promised to
the faithful, and are but so %any stages in that ceasless
progression of eternal lives. ~ s ;

Having established the faect that Mormonism teaches

eternal progression of the Gods, we need to reconcile another
ﬁa&ahingrthat there is one supreme God above all other Gods.
Just how this God assumed his position of being above all.
other Gods is not elearly taught. ~Et~ia'aasume& without any
attempt of proof. This enables the Mormon Church to use the
singular in reference to God. An illustration cf this usage
is 1néicated in the following quotation: ”. {Gaéghaa
reaelvaﬁ his crown and exaltation and halds the keys and the
power of this Kingdom; he [ singular] sways his scepter, and

does his {sing&lar}‘wili‘amoag the children of men. . . .m.9

18 wiatsoe, <p. eit., s 5@ 1, eiting Journmel of
Eiseaurs&s 10:5.

19 Ibi&.,'p. 34, 11:249.
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- This study further revealed, that coupled with the
teaching that God is eternally progressing is the view that

God is unchangable. In the Doctrine and Covensnts we read

that God is "infinite and eternal, from everlasting to ever-
lasting~tha‘sams~uneh&nge&bla‘&ad; the framer of heaven and
earth$ and all things which are in them."™20 God is "unchange-
able in the sense that he always acts aceording to iawgﬁal
Agzein we read that "each of these Gods, including Jesus Christ
eand His Father, . . . is subject to the laws which govern, of
necessity, even the most refined order of physical existence,"22
These laws are unchanging through all eternity. God will
always relate himself to these laws and in that sense is the ‘
same yesterdasy, todey and forever. These laws not only include
the laws of the universe but alsoc include the etarmalewiest~
hood and plan of salvation. The relation of a plan of salva-

tion was carefully studied in the chepter on salvation.

The attributes of God. The attributes of God, according

to the Mormon belief; are necésSarily relatiyé;‘ ﬁhen exclusiva

20 Dcctrime and Qavenamts 20'17.

2l Sidney B. ﬁperry, The&ea of the Restareé Gmspel
(Uteh: Bookeraft Publishing Co., 19507, p. 34.

22 Jan Karel Van Baalen, The Chaos of Cults (Miehigan:
Wm. B. Zerdmans Publishing Co., 1946}, p. 134, citing Key to
the Science of Theology from Pratt, p. 42.
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terms are used such as "all wisdom™ it must be qualified by
saying that for that particular moment God possesses all
wisdom needed to function as God in the capacity ﬁaessaary
for the m@ment. ’With:this\menﬁal réséfvation bne may.appreach
the stu&y of the attrlbutes of God. |

Tha fallcwing attributss are attributea to Gaé.

1. Ha is infinite and eternal. ”Whieh ?ather, Son,
and Hely Spirit are one Goé, {in §urpase} infinita, anﬁ |
eternal, without enﬁ. « . ¢?25 N

2. He is omniyresent. &He is presént with all hié‘
creatiéns thrsugh his influence, thréugh his goverﬁm&nt,
spirit and power. . .KQ“24 ) o | | | |

3. He has all power ané all wisdom. “Q .‘; boasting
in my God* for he has all pawer, and all wzsﬁom, and all
un&erstandlng. . W80 |

4. He‘is méréifu1« “.k. . Who can saj too much éf
his great power, and his mercy, . . .”35 -

This llst dges not exhaust the attributes cf Gﬁﬁ as “
taught by tna mormon Church. It does show, hawe?er, that the

83 poctrine and ﬁovenanta 20:28,

- E% Widtsoe, op. cit., p, 56, citing seurnal of ﬁis~
gourses, 10:319.

25 The Book afkﬁﬁrmag&‘ﬁlma~36:35~

26 Ipid., Alma 26:16,
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phraseology is similar and often identical to that used by

Conservative Protestantisem.

Ths‘ﬁdaﬁnﬁod tﬁﬁory. In the conclusion of this study,

on the doetrine of God, it seemed advisable to treat the
Adam~G0d theery. This theery came to fruition in the teachings
of Brigham Ycung. in essenee, it teaehes that Adem and Eve
came to this earth from the celestlal warld and became rulers
over the dastinies of this earth. The sta%ement often quatad
(made by Brigham Young) is that Adem ". .\ is ﬁichaﬁl the
érchangal, the ANCIENT OF DAYS! About whom holy men have

writtau and spoken-—he is our FATHER and our GGD and tha

only GGD With whom we have to do. . . ."27 The Doctrine and
Covenants provide the basis for the names given to Adam.

"e '+ o And the voice of Micheael, the archangel; the voice of
Gabriel, and of Raphael, and of divers angels, from Michael

or Adam. . ."28 m_ . Adam . . . the Ancient of Days. . . ."29
‘It is evident that Adam has received a high place in relation

to this earth as the great progenitor of the humen race. It

is obvious that Brigham Young accepted an extreme position

27 Josiah F. Gibbs, Lights and Shadows of Mormonism
(Uteh: Salt Leke Tribune Publishing Co., 1909), p. 67, eiting
Jaurnal of Elscanraas, Vol. I, page 50, A§ril ch, 1852.

a8 Baatrlne &ﬁé Covenants 128 21.

29 1pig., Section 116.
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when he stated that Adam wes "the only God with whom we have
to do."™ A more detailed study of Adam, his piaée and honer,

was considered in the chapter on sal?atisn.
II. THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST

%éthéa of Praﬁe&ﬂre. The daetrlne af Ghrlst was
divided inta His ysrsan anﬁ wark* The work of Shrist‘relating
to redemption Was censidere& in the chapter on salvation. |
The present ehapter is devoted to his person and is alvideé
as follcws. flrst Christ the first-born of God; second,
the nature of Christ's persen* third,‘His birthgyfburth,

| pelygamoua marriages.

Christ the first-born of God. The Mormon Church believes

Christ to be the first-born of God. He was the first of the
progeny of God in the spirit world. "Among the spirit children
of Elohim, the first-bera was aﬁé is Jehovah, or Jesus Christ,
to whem all chers are Juniars,wﬁﬁ @&rist is th&r@fare not
co~etarnal wzth th@ E%ther in the sense applied te this term
by Ganaervativa Pr@testantism. As an intelligent sp1r1t~

baing, he owed all his attributes and charscter to the factor

30 Jaseph F. Smith Gospel Doctrine Sermons and
Writings (eighth eﬁitisn' Utah: Deseret Book Co., 1949),
p. 70, citing Improvement Era, Vol. 19, p. 940.
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of inheritance. Joseph Fielding Smith stated that, "Christ
inherited his intelligence from his Father."Sl

The nature Qf ahrist*s persan. Mﬁrm&nism maintains
that ﬂhrist has bat one nature which is material‘ :

tFesus Ghrlst anﬁ his Father are two persons, Rach
of them has an organized, individual tabernacle, embodied
in material form, and composed of material substance,
in the likeness of man, and pesaesaimg gvery organ, limb
and ghysiaal part thet man pos&esaes.

The r@far@ﬁae by ?arl&y Prat%, in the prec&ding quotatian, to
an “indiviﬁual tabarnaele, embodied in materlal form™ refars
ta a prenexistent tabernacle of highly refined matter., It is
evident that the only organic dlffereﬂce between Christ end
the rest of humenity is first, his privilege of being the
first-born; and seéond, his privilsgé of being favored with
s special birth. These differences are indicated by Brigham
Young. e | |
When the time came that his Eirst-berﬁ, the &avisr,
should come into the world and take a tabernacle, the
Pather came himself and favored that Spirit with a :
tabernacle instead of letting any other man do it. The
Savior was begotten by the Father and his Spirit, by
the same being who is the father of our spirits, and

that is all‘the«gfganic difference between Jesus Christ
and you and me.

81 1pid,, p. 58.
32 snowden, op. ¢it., p. 129, citing Key to Science
and Theology by P&r ? Pratt, pp. 39,40, ~
33 wiatsoe, ops eit., p. 77, citing Journal of
ﬁisaeura&s, 4:218, = SR
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-The birth of Christ. Special attention should be given

to the Mormon teaching concerning the mature of Christ's
birth. En a very resi sense it was different fraﬁ all cthsr
births. This unique birth was r@alizeﬁ through a union
betwsen Aﬁam and Méry..

When the Virgin Mery conceived the child Jesus, the
Father hed begotten him in his own likeness. He was not
begotten by the Holy Ghost. And who was the Pather? He
was the first of the humen family. . . . Jesus, our elder

“brother, wag begotten in the flesh by the same character

that was in the garden of Eden, and whe is our father in
Heaven!94

From the above quotation Christ weas not camc&i?aé'by the Holy
Ghost. His birth was & ". . . wonderous yet natural birth,
. +« +M3% The fact that it was a nstural birth is emphasized
by Orson Pratt in the following statement:
- *The fleshy body of Jesus required a Mother as well as
a Father. Therefore the Father and Mother of Jesus
according to the flesh must have been assocliated together
in the capacity of husband and wife; hence the Virgin
Mary must have bgen far the ﬁime b@ing th& lawful wife of
God the Father.®'
Mbrmanis& maintains that thmugh Qhrist h&é a naturai birth,
he m&ﬁlfesteﬁ all the attributes paaaasseé by hxs ?&tbar.

These were not displayed in maturity, however, until he

3% van Baalen, op. cit., p. 158, citing Brigham‘Yaung
from Jaurﬁal of ﬁisaeursaa, S L1:50. ¢ LT

35 Gilbert Charles Orme, arranged and edited by, L. D. S.
Serlptures« (E%ab* The Esakﬁraft CQ., 1947), p. 139.

: 56 Eﬁwarﬁ Bie&erw¢lf E@rmﬂniam‘ﬁn&er the Searchlight
(Michigen: Wm. B. Berdmsns Publishing Go., 1951), P. 52
citlng @rsen Fratt in The Seer, p. 159. L
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received a fulness of grace. Christ had to strive to obtain
perfection.

Bven Christ himself wes not perfect at first; he
received not a fulness at first, but he received grace

for grece, and he continued %o receive more and more
until he received a fulness.*-

The polygamous marriages of Christ. The teaching that

Christ wes & polygamist is strongly affirmed in Mormon
writings. One purpose for Christ's being married to several
women was that he might see His seed. "'We say it was
Jesus Christ who was married [at Cana to Martha and Mery),
whereby he could see his own seed before he was crucified.
The reference is to Isaiah 53:10*"38 It is further taught
that Christ's frequent visits to the home of Mary end Mertha
‘can only be explained on the basis that they were his wives.
Another wife of Christ was Mary Magdalene.
~*Now let us inguire concerning the wives of Jesus;
there were several holy women who grestly loved Jesus
end when He arose from the dead He sppeared first to
these women or at least to one of them, namely Mary
Magdalene., Now it would be very natural for a husband
in the.ggsurr@atlen to appear first to his own dear
wives,'¥" .

It is further taught that if Christ was not married, his

37 Joseph F. Smith, Gospel ﬁocﬁrlne ﬁerma&a and
%ritingﬁ, op. cit., p. 68.

%8 Van Baalen, op, eit., pp. 137,138, citing Orson
Hyde. See also Biederwolf, o op. git., y. 33, citing ﬁrsan
Hyde, Journal of Discourses, vol. 11, p. 80.

39 Biederwolf, op. gcit., p. 33, citing Orson Fratt
in The Seer, p. 159.
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frequent visits with Mery, Martha, end other women was highly
unbecoming and improper.

Yo 'w If He {&hriat} was never m&rrie&; His intimacy
with %ary and Martha and the other Mary also, whom Jesus
loved, must have been highlg unbecoming and improper, to
say the beaﬁ for 1t. o o

Summary. - The above study clearly shows that the

Mormon Church believes Christ to be the literal first-born -
of God. They also teach that he had but one nature which is
m&terial.‘ His birth was naturel, he was not begotten of the -
Holy Spirit es the Holy Bible %teaches, and that he was married

to several women, thus sanctioning polygamy.
III. THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Method of procedure. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit
was agpraachad/&a fallmws' first, ﬁeflnltian' sacon@, the
relatianfof~the Syirit to the Father anﬁ Son; third, attriu

butes ané‘éffice werk* feurth summary.

A.dafinitzon of ﬁha‘ﬁaly Spiriﬁ. Thé ﬁactrine aﬁ&
Cevenanta stata. B

The Father haa a bo&y of flesh anﬁ bones as taagibl&
as man's;y the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has not a
‘body of flesh and benes, but is a personage of Spirlta
@ére it not so, the Holy Ghost could not dwell in us, 1

40 1pid., p. 33, citing Orson Hyda from Journel of
Discourses, vol. IV, p. 259.

41 poctrine snd Covenants 130:22.
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The Holy Spirit is here defined as a peréanage'of Spirit
not possesgsing body and flesh as does the Father and the -
Son., The Holy Spirit is further defined as divine fluid.
e e ?heraa&re”many expressions in the Seriptﬁre which
~plainly show that the Holy Ghost exists, not cnly as a per~
son, . . . but as a diffused fluid substance.”43 Being
divine fluid the Holy Spirit, acecording to Mbrmon belief, is
capable of being omnipresent (neither God the Father or Christ
are Oﬁnipresent} This mevém&ﬁt quotes the followimg Bible‘
referenees as an attempt to prove the Holy Spirlt to be divime
fluid: ﬁumbers 11:25; Psalms 89:7- 10 John 3: 54* and
II Peter 1l:21. There are many ramifications to the teaching
that the Holy Spirit is-fiﬁi&. These aré cémpreheﬁsively set
forth in the followxng statement. | |
Man beholds himself surrounded by a universe of
materials, filled with power. BEvery particle seems to be
active and energetic. At one time we see these materials
exerting a strong cohesive tendeney; at another, manifest-

ing & chemical affinity, or axhibitlng the 1aw cf
universsal gravitatlon.

But;wkat is this living, salf-moving, powerful, and
most wonderful fluid? Which arranges, combines, harmonizes,
and moves its materials? . [outward exhibitions of
glory] (italics in the origznal) . « Heat, ligh%t, elec-
tricity, and all the varied and grand disylays of nature,
are but the tremblings, the vibrations, the energetic powers
of a living, all-pervading, and most wonderful fluid, full
of wisdom and knowledge, called the HOLY SPIRIT.43

428 nppe. Holy Spirit”' Utah Pamphlets, Vol. 16 (Free
Public Library, Salt Lake City, Utah), pe 950.

43 Ipid., p. 49,50.
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Every particle of the Holy Spirit is intelligent, end has
size eand shape., "Each atom of the Holy Spirit is intelligent,
and, like all other matter, has solidity, form, end size, and

occupies space."%%

The relation ef the Hﬂly Spirit Xo the Father and San.

The Morman Ghurch teaehes that the Holy Spirit acts as an
agenﬁ te earry eut the will ef the Father and Som. ‘“[The
Hsly spirit] Operatas by the word of the Father and Som, . . .
God speaks, and tha Gmniﬁresent Spirit acts upon the materlala
with which it is associated.™5 The influence of deity is
manifestaé to the world thrnugh the ever presant Holy Spirit.
ﬁlso, the Hazy &girit is the ”li@ht of christ, or of %rukk,
which pr@@eeés fcrth from the presance of God to fill the
1mmenslty ef spaca, and to guicken the undarstaﬁding of men, 46
%ithaut the Hmly Spirit Ge& could net impress his w111 upon
the 1ives of men te&ay an& man eould never be aware of a God
high in the haavens, who is unable to present himself in |

§eraen to all of humanity.

44 orson Pratt, "The Kingdom of Go&z“ éhSerias of
Pamphlets on the Doctrines of the Gospel (U%T George Q.
Cannon & son ﬁa., f §i), p."Zb.

45 "The Holy %pirit“, ‘ &iﬁ., p. 52.
op

46 yoseph F. Smith, Gasgel Doctrine Sermons and
Writings, op. eit., p. 60. , '
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Attributes of the Holy Spirit. The Mormon Church

believes that the Holy Spirit possesses all the atiributes of
the Father and Son. ”Thisyﬁoundlass‘acean of Spirit possesses
in every part, however minute, a will, a self-moving power,
knowledge, gaa&naa&,~lové; holiness, Jjustice, mercy. .« 47
Possessing these attributes the Holy Spirit becomes ™. .+
the witness of the Father and the Son, declaring to man their
attributes, bearing record of the other personages of the
Godhead."4® Mention should also be made regerding the Mormon
teaching of the manner in‘whiéh‘the Holy %pirit is given or
aistribut&é.
~ 'No two persons e&&~ra§aivs the same identical particles
of this Spirit at the same time; a part thereof of the
Holy &p1§%§ will rest upon one man and another part upon
ano ther.
Summery. The Holy Spirit, as defined by the Mormon
Church, is a divine fluid and is the inykamnipra&ant person
in the Godhead. They also teach that the Holy Spirit possesses
all the‘atﬁribatesféf the Father and Son and is their repre- |

sentatiﬁé t0 man.

47 wTne Holy Spirit", op. cit., p. 53.

48 James E. Talmage, Articles of Faith (Utah: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1949), p. 42.

49 Biederwolf, op. cit., p. 34, citing Series of
Pamphlets, "Absurdities of Immaterialism", p. 24.




| GHAPTER IV
THE MORMON DOCTRINES OF CREATION AND THE FALL

~Thé daetriﬁéskef-éreaﬁian aﬁdkﬁhé fali are uﬁi@uéiy
and inseparébly,r&latad in the teachings of the Mormon Churech.
An understanding of the nature of these two doctrines and
their ralatiaﬁshi§'eempriseé‘the~majmr emphasis of this

chapter.
1. DOCTRINZ OF CREATION

Method of procedure. The doctrine of creation was

logically considered first. It was divided into the following
points:  firss, the:pre-existence of the soul; second, the
method of creation; third, the image of God in man; féurth,
the pﬂrﬁésé\ef areatiaﬁ; £ifth, the f&laeh&eﬁ of'immateriala

ism.

Pfef@xistenge, The term pre-existénee, as used in this

discussion, refers to the belief that persons borm into this
world had a prav1aus existence as spirit beings. This teach-

ing is preaenﬁeﬁ in the Pearl ef @reaﬁ Friee‘

+ « « For I, the Lord God, created all things, of which
I have spoken, spiritually, before they were naturslly
upon the face of the earth., For I, the Lord God, head not
caused it to rain upon the face of the earth, A4nd I,
the Lord God, had ereated all the children of men; and
- not yst a man ta Till tga grm&nﬁ fsr in heav&n craated
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~ 1 them; end there was nat yet flesh upon the earth,
neither in the water, neither in the air;

And mean becams 8 livlng soul, the first flesh upon the
earth, the first men also; nevertheless, &all things were
before created; but s@irltgally were thay creatsé and
made accarding 1o my word. :

And in the E@etrlne ané Gavanantﬁ we reaé* ”Ye wer& alsa 1n

the begiaﬁiag with the Father; that which is Spiriﬁ even the
Spirit of truth.“g "For by the pewer af my Spirit created
I them;'yaa, all things bath spirituai ané‘temperal -- First
spirituel, sacoﬁdiy temporal,"S These Mormon scripturé&
specifically state that all of humanity existed in a spiritual
state prior to inhabiting this earth.
Talmage, in the Articles of Faith made reference to
Christ's pre-existence as proof that all humanity pre-existed.
. o e Ghriat was born a child among mortals; and it
is consistent to infer that if His earthly blrth was the
union of a preexistent or antemortal spirit with a ‘mortal
body such also is the birth of every member of the human
family.% s
The above reference is inference by analogy. = It is therefore

not the strongest argument. Talmage proceeded however, to

1 zosepn amith, The Pearl of Great Price (Utah: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1951), Moses 3:5,7.

2 Joseph Smith, The Doctrime and Covenants (Utah: The
Church of Jesus shrist of Latter«day “Saints, 1950) 95:83;

-3 Inid., 39 31 32,

4 Jemes E. Talmage, ﬁrtlcles of Faith (Uteh: The
Church of Jeﬁua ehrlst of Latternéay S&lnﬁﬁg 1%&9), p. 193,
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give conclusive evidence of pre-existence from the Bible in
the following observetion:

e » + We are not left to mere inference on a basis of
analogy; the scriptures plainly teach that the spirits
of mankind are known and numbered unto God before their
earthly advent., In his farewell administration to Israel
Moses sang: 'Remember the days of o0ld . « . when the
Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when
he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the
people according to the number of the children of Isrsel.’
« o« + 1%t is evident . . . that the number was known prior
to the existence of the Israelitish nation im the flesh;
this is most easily explained on the basis of a previous
existence in which the spirits of the future nation was
known.

The Mormon Churéh further teacbes that these pre-ekistent |
spirits: were 1iterally b@g@tten by God the Eathar. “Things
were: first ereateé apiritﬁally, the father actually begat |
the spirita, and they were brought forth and lived With
him. . . ."® Assuming the preceding to be true, it becomes
apparent that a study of Adam must begin before the account
recorded in Genesis chapter two. Joseph Smith provided a
brief, but important statement about the pre-existent Adam.
. The Father called all spirits before Him st the creation
of man, and orgenized them. He (Adam) is the head, and

‘was told to multiply. « « . He will have to give an
account of his stewardship, . o e

5 Log. cit., citing Deuteronomy 32:7,8.

"% John A Widtsoe, selected and arranged, Discourses of

Brigham Young (Utah: The Deseret News Press, 1925), pp. 76,77,
citing Jourﬁal of Eiscourses, 4: 818.

7 Jﬁseph Fielding Smith, compller,,%eachlngs of the
Preghet Joseph Smith (Uteh: The Deseret News Press, 1938),
p. 158,
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The method of crestion. An exegetical treatment of

the word, beursu, (mesning %“create™ found in Genesis 1:1), was
given by Joseph Smith as follows:

Now, the word c¢reate came from the word baurau, which
does not mean to create out of nothing;y it means to
organize; the same as a man would orgsnize materisls and
build & ship. Hence we infer that God had materials to
organize the world out of chaos--chaetic matter, which is
element, and in which dwells &ll the glory. Element had
an existence from the time he had. The pure principles
which can never be destroyed; they may be orgenized and
re~-organized, but nog destroysd. They had no beginning,
and can have no end. ; : TN R

Added to this definition is the statement of Brigham Young.

Worlds are made of crude element which floats, without
bounds in the eternities--in the immensity of space; an
eternity of maetter--no limits to i%, in its matural crude
state, and the power of the Almighty has this influence

and wisdom--when he speasks _he is obeyed, and matter comes
together and is orgenized.

Out of this limitless mass of eternal ﬁatter, God érggnis&&

the earth. = Sroa - N
Following this organization, God proceeded to make

man. The Mormon Church believes this proecess involved two

specific acts: first, a body was formed from the dust of the

earth; and,&econd, a pre-existent spirit descended and indwel?t

the tabarnacle,of:elay, When the pre-existent spirit entered

the body, the earthly form was animated.

8 Ipid., pp. 350,351.

9 %iétﬁea,“gg; ¢it., p. 74, citing Journal of Discourses
13:248. .
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Image of God in man. Men was created in the image of
God. Primerily, the Mormon Church believes this image was
patterned aftar the b@éy of Gaé. "In the aga of his own
body, males aad femala, ereat&d ne tham, b ‘“10 [italias ~
not in ariglnal} E
. Behold, this body, iﬁhrist‘ &1wni¢hkye'now behold, is
the body of my spirit; and men have I created after the
body of my spirit; and even as I appear unto thee to be
~in the spirit will I appesr unto my people in the flesh.1l'
Another phase of this image, is thet within man there
resides a germ of deity. 'This was made possible because the
pre~existent spirit was a prageny or ch ana inherited a part
of its yr@geniter&"”%e are tha sgns and ﬁaughters @f ealesﬁlal
Beinga, and the germ ef the B@ity awalls within us, ;‘; .”12
when we look upon the human face we loak upon the image
of our Father and God; there is & divinity in each person
e « o and with this is amalgaemated the human, the e&rthly,
the weaker portions of our nature. .« .13 ‘
Another aspeect of the "image™, is inta&ligence. When

matter was organizeé it was capacltata& to reeelve 1ntelli~

gence., “It is braaght ﬁcgethar, organizeé, anﬁ capacltated

10‘Pearl of Great Price, Moses 6#9.

11 Joseph Smith, The Book of Mormon (Utah: The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter- day Saints, 1948), Ether 3:18.

12 Widtsoe, op. e¢it., p. 78, citing Journal of Discourses,
10:192. TET o (R S "

13 1pid., p. 78, 9:201.
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to reeeiv& knewla&ga and 1ntelliﬂenca‘”1é This intalligencs
was neither areatad nor. maaa.V

'Mﬁn was alsa in the baginning witﬁ God, 1Intelligence,
or the light of truth, was not created or made, neither
indeed can be.' The most important part of each one of
us, our intelligence, is a self-existent entity or being
which wes never crested or made, 'neither indeed can be,!'
That simply means that man is by nature an immertal being.15

It 1atslligence is: eternal the questian of m&mery yresaata a

problsm,fkﬁwy is it that man daes nat remember the pre~existent
stata? This qaeatien was reselveﬁ by Brigham Ybung wh@
decl&r@é" k
It h&s also been éeereed by the Almighty that spirits,
upon taking bodies, shall forget all they had known
previously, or they could not have a day of trial--could
not have an opportunity for proving themselves in darkness
and temptation, in unbelief and wickedness, to prove
themaelvas wcrthy of etsrnal existence.
| The image af God also has referenee ta purity and
righteausness. ﬁwe were created upright, pure, and holy, in

the image of . . . our God nl?7

- Purpese of creatiaa. This mertal existance is but a

stage in the aternal pr@gressian af men. Its~object ané

purposa was enumsratad by Jsaeph ?ielding Smith,

14 1pid., p. 74, 3:365.
15 sidney B. Sperry, Themes of the Restored Gospel

(Utah: Bookeraft Publishzng‘ﬁaft“laﬁs}“ "“?ﬁ?:‘&“ting i
Doectrine and Covenants, 93:29. .

16 widtsoe, op. cit., p. 93, citing Journal of
Discourses, 6:333,

17 1vid., p. 79, 3:365.
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The object of our earthly existence is that we may
have a fulness of joy, end that we may become the sons
-and daughters of God, in the fullest sense of the word,
being heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ,

- to be kings and priests unto God, to inherit glory,
dominion, exaltation, thrones and every power and attri-
bute developed and possessed by our Hesvenly Pather.
This is the objeect of our being on this earth. In order
to attain unto this exglted position, it is necessary that
we go through this mortal experience, or probation, by
which we may prove ourselves worth, through the aid of
our elder brother Jesus. The spirit without the body is
not perfeet. It is not capacitated, without the body,
to possess & fulness of the glory of God, and therefore
it cannot, without the bedy, fulfill its destiny. We -
are foreordained to become conformed to the likeness of
the Lord Jesus Christ; and in order that we may beconms
like unto him, we must follow in his foot steps, even
until we 3anetify enrselvaa by the law af trutn and
rightaoasness.

The reference in the abave quetatien to en 1nheritanea af
dominion, exaltatian, and throaea, sagga&ta ‘the ﬁeaehing that
redeemed man will someday become like God. This belief was
presented in Chapter Three under the Doctrine of God.
However, one brief statement will be incorporated here:
e s « To be made angels, Gods~-beings who will hold
control over the elements, and have power by their word
to command the c¢reation and redemption of worlds, or %o
extinguish suns by their breath, and disorganize worlds,
hurling them back into their chaotic state. ~This is
what you end I are areateé fer.19 ~ ‘ :
ﬁnether purgese fer man. ana weman being ereatea, is

that they might entez iat@ an azernal marriage relationship

18 joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doectrine Sermons ana Writings
(eighth edition; Utsh: Deseret Book Company, 1949), D. 439.

19 wigtsoe, “g, eit*, . 74, eitiag Journal of Dis-
courses, 3:356.
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which would continue throughout eternity. There will be
grsaraatieafbeyaﬁa this life, but the unien of man and woman
mist teke place in this life. The view held in Protestant
circles that marrisge ceases with this life is claimed by
the Mormon Church %o be & pollution of gospel truth.

- The notion that is almost universel that marriage is.
a contract which ends at death did not originate in the
‘gospels It was introduced by the enemy of truth who
has sworn to overthrow the kingdom of God if he ecan.
Paul declared that 'Neither is the men without the woman,
neither the woman without the men, in the Lord,' and the
Lord said he would give to man a help meet for him. That
is a help that would answer all the necessary require-
ments, not only of companionship, but to help him to fill
the measure of creation, which neither the man nor the
woman, alone, could accomplish. Orson Pratt commenting
on this need, has said: 'The Lord ordained marrisge
between male and female &s & law through which spirits
should come here and take tabernacles, and enter into
-the second state of existence. The Lord himself so%gmnizeﬁ
the first marriage pertaining to this globe, « « !

Falsehood of immaterialism, The Mormon Church in

defense of its position of eternity of metter has written
against those who make spirit nonmaterial, Orson Pratt for-
wards the following logic:

. The spirit or mind has a relation to space, is evident
from the fact of its location in the body. The body
itself exists im space, No point ecan be assumed in the
body but what has a relation to the surrounding space or
extension. Therefore spirit must have a gilatien to
extension or it cannot exist in the body.=* 5

20 Joseph F. Smith,,fha~aesterati@n of All Things
(Utah: The Deseret News, 1944), p. 244,

‘, 21 orgon Pratt, "Absurdities of Immaterialism", Pam-
phlet (Liverpool: R. Jemes, Printer,[n. d.]), p. 12.
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Assuming that the spirit is necessarily related to space,
precludes any theory that spirit may be free @flmattar. In
this seme article, Orson Pratt pronounces immaterislism absurd
and unworth as a Christian philosephy. "The doctrine of
immatériaiism, in our estimate, is felse, and in the highest
degree absurd, and unworthy the belief of any true Christisn

philosepher, "22
II. DOCTRINE OF THE FALL
It was stated in the beginning of this chapter, that
the doctrines of ereation and the fall are uniquely and

inseparably releted. The Mormon Chureh teaches that God's

economy heas necessarily made this true.

 Method of proee&ure¢ The doctrine of'tha‘fall was

approached by the following éivislons firét fthe rélétion
of the devil to God and Christ"second, the fall as planned
by @@d* thiré, the fall &n& its re%uits? fcnrkh the &octrine
of ﬁepraviﬁy, fifth, conelusian¢

g relatian @f the d&vil te G@d ana christ. In the
Book of E&ses, fauad in ﬁh@ Pearl af Great Pri@a, a r&ctré of
ereatiaa &ﬁé th& fall is giv&n. It is similar¥ and in m&ny

plaeas identieal to the epening ehapters of Genesis. The

22 1pid., p. 1.
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Book of Mﬁsas,vh@wever, describes the?rslaticn ef'ﬁatan~%c
God and Ghrist 1& a manner not founé either ia Genesis or
any ather parﬁ Qf the Bibla.f In ehapter faar, ‘verses 1*4 in
the B@ak of Mésas, bath 8hrist and ﬁatan are stated as being
the spiritual offsprings from God the Father. Christ is
the first or elé&r“brothera -Aceording to this record, God
had revealed his plean to ereate man., Also, a plan of redemp-
tion had been discussed. It was the purpose of God the Father
that Christ should be the redeemer. However, Satan desired
this exalted position and endeavored to persusde the Father
to allow him to teke Christ's place. Satan submitted a plen
of redemption which was to "destroy the free agency of man
by obtaining power to forece the humen family %o do his will,
promising the Father that by such means he would redeem all
menkind so that mot oné of them should be lost."23 The record
of these évenﬁa‘an@~@heir results are quoted below:
Aind I, the Lord God, spake unto Moses, saying: That
Satan, whom thou hast commended in the neme of mine Only
"Begotten, is the same which was from the beginning, and
he came before me, saying~-Behold, here am I, send me,
I will be thy son, and I will r&éeem ‘all mankind, ﬁh&t

one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it;
wherefore give me thine honor.

But, behold, my Beloved Son, which wes my Beloved and
Ghesen from the beginning, said unto me--Father, thy will
be done, and the glory be thine forever.

Wherefore, because that Satan rebelled egainst me, end
sought to destroy the agenecy of men, which I, the Lord

23 Telmage, op. cit., p. 55.
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Ged, had given him, and also, that I should give unte him
mine own power; by the power of mine Only Begotten, I
- caused that he should be cast down;

And he became Satan, yea, even the devil, the father
of all lies, to deceive and to blind men, and to lead
them captive at his wi%%;:avgn,as many as would not -
hearken unto my voica.

Sat&n s attempt ta rab Ghrist of his rightful plaea has be&n

compared tc the story Qf Jaceb ané Eaau. Sataﬂ was attempting
to shaaz &hrist's hirthright./ ”There was a devil in nsaven,
and he stre&e te pa%&ess the birthright of th@ aaviar*”gﬁ
Beean&e of Satan s disobedienee he was east from heaven to
this earth* He W&S not alone however, for 0ne~thiré cf the
hosts of heaven ha& chosen to follaw this Son of the Mbrning.
Brigham Young deseribed who thase rebelliaus spirits were.
"Let me tall‘y@u¢that~it was Qna«thiré‘part of the spirits
who were prepared to take tabernacles upon this earth. . . 126
One great punishment inflicted upon Satan for his rebellion
was thet he could never posé&sﬁ an earthly tabernacle. Joseph
Smith @einte@'this“éa% as the "greatest"™ punishment brought
upon the devil., "He sought for things which were unlawful.

Hence he was sent down, and it is said he drew meny away with

24 'The Pearl af Great Price, Moses 4:1-4.

25 @i&tsoe, “Q. eit., p 104, eiting Journal of Discourses,
8:279, 280.

26 Ipid., p. sét_5?54s55§ -
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him; and the greatness of his punishment is that he shall

not have a tabernacle."27

' The fa 11 part er Geé‘s plan. God being all wise
Knew men would fall when tampted. In faaﬁ‘“thangbrmon Church
te&ehea that he planned the f&ll to be a means
“ e wharaby man aaulﬁ b& brought into &iraat axparienea
with good end evil, so that of his own agency he might
elect the one or the other, and thus be prepared by the
experiences of mortal probation for the exaltation pro-
vided in the beneficent plan of his areatian.gs :
Satan had n@t daeeive& @Qd when he pr@p@se& a substitate |
program.f Rather, Saten was being used, unwittingly, to fulfill

the plans of the Father "for he knew not the mind ef_Ged.“ag

Tha f&ll and its results. Eefore eonsidering the fall

and its results it was necessary to eompare the imnortance
0f the two great cammandments given o A&am.and Bve. The
fir&t of these eomman&mants was that man ahaﬁld not eat of
the tree of the knawleage of good and evil.30 TIf this
oommandment sheuld be braken, the penalty Qf death wnuld

result. The se@ond ccmmanﬂmsnt was that Adam and Eve were t@

27 Joseph F. Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, op. eit., p. 297,

%8 Talmage, op. cit., p. 68.
29 The Pearl of Great Price, Moses 4:6.
30 Genesis 2:16,17.
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be fruitful»ana‘neplenish‘thesearﬁh*zl‘“Viawing~theaa two
commandments the question is asked, which of these is the
greatest? Mormonism believes that the commendment to be
fruitful and replenish the earth is greater. This order of
1mpcrtan$e is state& by ?alm&gs. |

; Adam and hi& wife were piaﬁad 1n the gaﬁﬁan. Th@y‘
hed been given dominion *over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth.' With this great power were
associated certain commandments, the first of which in
point of 'importance was that they 'be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the easrth, and subdue it'; then,
that they refrain from eating or ever touching the fruit
of a eertaig tr@e, the trea af knawkadge of good and '
~evil, “ :

This graaﬁer eemmamd&ant could ‘not ba fulfilled/ howavar,‘
until the 1esser commandment had been broksn. The reasan for
the need af this dmsebediant act was that Adam and Eve ceme
into this warld as celastial beings. “When our father Adam
came into ﬁhe garden of ﬁﬁen, he came into it with a celestial
bcay, and brought E've one of his wives with him, . . ,"33
ﬁfﬁer their pre~axistent spirita had indwelt the eartnly
tabernaele, they still remaineé 1mm@rtal.‘ Iﬁ this condition

(of immertality) they were unabls ta aet in the capaeity of

3L Ganasi& 1:28.
53 Talmage,,ng. eit., p. 64,
33 Jan Karel Van Baalen, The Chaos of Culta (Michigen:

Wm. B. Berdmans Publishing Co., 1946], p. 154, citing Journal
of Discourses, Vol. 1, p. 50,
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procreators. Therefore, it was neeessary for them to bresk
the lesser command, to be obedient unto God, in order to
fulfill the grester ecmﬁanémentt

Adem and Eve could never have been the parents of a
mortal posterity had they not themselves become mortal;
mortality was an essential element in the divine plan
respecting the earth and its appointed inhabitants; and,
as @& means of introdueing mortslity, the Lord plae@é :
before the progenitors of the race a law [lesser command-
ment], knowing what would follow,34

Is 1t any wonder that Adam and Bve rejoliced b@aaﬁse of the
fall? | ’
~And Eve, his wife, heard all these things and was glad,
saying; Were it not for our transgression we never should
“have had seed, . . . And Adem and Eve blessed the name of
God, and they made all things known unts thair sons aﬂd
their daughters.39 : 5
The decisions of both Adam and Bve were instrumental
in the fall. The essential part of each, however, was
different., Eve was deceived by Satan when she was persuaded
to take of the fruit. She had fulfilled the divine plan of
God through ignorance.
Eve was fulfilling the forseen purposes of God by the
part she took imn the great drama of the fall; yet she
did not partake of the forbidden fruit with that object

in view, but with intent to act contrary to the divine ;
command, being deceived oy the sophistries of Satan, . . .96

34 Talmage, QE; ecit., p. 69.
35 The Pearl of Great Price, Moses 5:11,12.

36 Talmage, _g. cit., P. 69.
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Adam, on the other hand, was not é&caiv&é Ee éelibaratsly
chose ta Jain with Eva in her deoisi@n ta partak@ of the
fruit. By S0 ﬁ@ing he knswingly halpeé +to carry out the plan
of Gc&.
- Adam's part in the great event[fali}was ﬁssentially
different from that of his wife; he was not deceived; on
the contrary he deliberately aeeided to do as Eve desired,
that he might earry out the purpoges of his Maker with -
raspect to the race of men, . . .37
| Tha Mbrmsn Ghureh tea&hes that the blessings Qf the
fall were innumerabl&. The joy of becoming mortal has been
coasiéered but thsre are others that nead to be examine&.
First, &ermonism malntaiaﬁ that if man had remained 1n a stata
of 1nnocamey he ceald never have known what was truly good.
This is true, because doing good can only come Wlth the
knewledge of sin. "&nd they would have had no children'
wherefora they woul& have remaineé in a state of 1nnacenee,
having no joy, fer they knew ne misery, doing ﬂa good, fer ,
they knew no sin,"98 |
ﬁnd the Ler& spake unto Adem, saying: Inasmuch as thy
children ere conceived in sin, even so when they begin to
grow up, sin conceiveth in their hearts, and they. tasta
the bitter, that they may kmow to prize the goaéﬁ% :
Ir m&ﬁ had naver tasteé geaé ané evil he wsuli have remained

ferever apcn this e&rth.

37 ivid., p. 69,70,
| 38 Book of Mormon, II Nephi 2:23.
39'ThekPearl of Great Priee; Moses 6:55.
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- "And now, behold, if Adam had not transgressed he would
not have fallen, but he would have remained in the garden
of Eden. And all things which were created must have
remained in the same state in which they were after they
were created; and thay mist have remainsé forever, and.-
had no ené.46 ,

Remaiaing upen this earhh, maﬁ ‘would have beeﬁ unable to
edvance to his next staga of ax&itati@n Qf~b$c®miﬁg &;Goﬁ in
the life beyond. Another blessing of the fall is in reletion
to intelligence. We were created for the purpose of improving
our intelligence so that it (intelligence) might be exalted
in the next life, Without sin this would have been impossible.
There is not, has not been, and never can be any method,
scheme, or plan devised by any being in this world for
intellizence to exist eternally and obtain an exaltation,
without knowing the good aia the evil--without tasting
‘the bitter and thﬁ sweet.
Another important result of the fall was the coming of a
redeemer. The state of innocency wgieh belonged to Adam and
BEve before the fall e¢oulé never compare with the joy of having
a peraan&l redeemer. This great serviee performed for mankind
was stat@é by Jeseph ?ial&img 3mith.~ :
: %é &&ag ﬁkan, that Aéam parferme& far m&nkim& a graat
service through his transgression. He made it possible
for the earth to be peopled. He made it possible for us
to pass through ell the vicissitudes of mortality and
thus find our place in the world to come based on merit.

through our obedience or disobedience to the commandments
of the Lord. He prepared the way for the coming of Jesus

40 The Book of Mormom, II Nephi 2:22,

41 wiassoe, o op. eit., p. 101, citlng Journal of Dis-
courses 7:237,2%8.
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Christ as our Redeemer %o bring back life to a fellen
world, through the opening of the graves and the reuniting
of the spirit with the body never again to be divided.

This great boon will come to all, for it is written: f*For
since by man came death, by men csme also the resurrec-
tion of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so im
Christ shall all be made alive.' If Adam had not fallen
there could have been no Savior, and if no Savior there
could have been no need for the creation of this earth

for it would not have been peopled with its present life,42

The last phase of the benefit of the fall toc be considered was
in the area of free will. Only with the presence of goaa and
sin eould man choose and thereby be a free moral agent, "And
it must needs be that the devil should tempt the childrem of
men, or they could not be agenis unto themselves; for if they
never should have bitter they could not know the sweet. . . ,"43
In concluding this study of the blessings resulting from the
fall, a pertinent gquotation was cited from the writings of
President John Taylor. "In this statement, the purpose of
the fall is stated as a vital and necessary part "in the eternal
Progréssien effm&n¢“ | |
Thus it would appear that if any of the links of this
great chain had been broken, it would have interfered
with the comprehensive plan of the Almighty pertaining
- %0 the salvation and eternal exaltation of those spirits
who were His sons and for whom principally the world was
made; that they through submission to the requirements
of the eternal prineiple and law governing these matters

might possess bodies and these bodies united with the
spirits might become living souls, end being the sons of

42 yoseph F. Smith, The Restoration of All Things,
op. ¢it., p. 270.

43 poctrine and Covenants, 29:39.




69

God, end made in the image of God, they, through the
atonement, might be exalted by Qbedlenee ta the law of
_the Gospel; to the Godhead.44 S |

The aoetrine of depravity. A study of the fall would
be incamﬁlete witha&t an aﬁalysia Qf tha ﬁoetrin@ of &e@ravity.
The Ebrmﬁn ﬁhnreh does net &aaapt tha viaw af tetal depravity
either in its extansi?& er intanglve form. The reas@a they
object to the ﬁectrlna of total depravity is because they
teach that the sin principle resides in the flesh. When the
spirit enters the bedy it is pure and nndefiled This is |
necessarily true because the spirit in its pre ~existent state
was net‘eontaminated by sin. This teaching is verified in
the f@ll&&ingvguotations: ®When our spirits %took possession

of these tabarﬁaeles’ they wera as pure as the aﬁgels of &od,
wherefore total depravity cannot be a true doctr1ne.”45

Tha spirits that liva in these tabernacles were as

pure as the heavens, when they entered them., They came
to tabermacles that are contaminated, pertaining to the
flesh, by the fall of man.

We have to contend against evil passions, or the seeéi

of iniquity that are sown in the flesh thraugh the fall.
Assuming the above view to be true, the question arises as to

how the spirit may become contaminated, Is it immediately

44 Van Baelen, mg. eit., p. 211, citing John Tayl@r from
The Mediation and Atonement, p. 135.

45 Widtsoe, 0p. cit., p. 78, citing Journal of Dig-
courses, 10:192, =

46 1pig., p. 79.
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defiladuuhan united with tha ~body, ar does one have to per-
sonally yielﬁ to sin®? Brigh&m Yﬁung, in tbe Journal of

Biscourﬁes prsvideé the answer to thes@ questions.

In the first placa the spiriﬁ is pure and under the
- special control and influenee of the Lord, but the body
ls of the earth, and is subject to the power of the
devil, and is under the mighty influence of that fallen
nature that is of the earth., If the spirit yields to
the body, the Devil then has power to overcome the body
and spirit of that man, end he looses both.* 7

Having briefly stated the Mormon Church's y@&itian on the
doectrine of depravity, it may be seen why they have endorsed
en optimism which posits in men a greater desire te do good
than evil,

Meny of us have been taught the doctrine of total
depravity -~ that man is not naturally inclined to do
good, I am satisfied that he is more inclined to do right
than to do wrong. There is a greater power within him to
shun evil and perform good, than to do the opposite.48

This optimism, it may be seen, is logical and consistent with

its premise.

Conelusion. To conclude the presentation of the doectrine

of the f=ll, the author has summarized it with a quotation
from the Articles of Falth.

It has become a common practice with mankind to heap
reproaches upon the progenitors of the family, and to
picture the supposed blessed state in which we would be
living but for the fall; whereas our first parents are

‘“%? Ibid., p. 107, 2:255.
48 Ibid., p. 120, 9:247.
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entitled Yo our deepest gratitude for their legaey to
posterity -- the mezns of winning title to glory,
exaltation, and eternal lives. But for the opportunity
thus given, the spirits of God's offspring would have
remained forever in a state of innocent childhood, sin-
less through no effort of their own; negatively saved,
not from sin, but from the opportunity of meeting sing
incapable of winning the honors of victory because
prevented from taking part in the confliet. 4s it is, -
they are heirs to the birthright of Adam's descendants --
mortality, with its immeasurable possibilities and its
God -=- given freedom of action.: From Father Adam we
have inherited gll the ills to which flesh is heir; but
such are necessarily incident to a knowledge of good and
evil, by the prong use of which knowledge may become
even as the Gods. :

49 Telmage, op. git., p. 70.



© CHAPTER V
~ THE MORMON DOCTRINE OF SALVATION

- The restoration of man from his fallen state comprises
a vitaliaspeaﬁ in the d@@trinas‘af the Mormon Ghureh. It was
1mpess1b1a in the shart eempasa cf this study, ﬁe yresent all
the interasting details relating %o this general theme. An
endeavor was mede however, to present the major phases in
brevity without sacrifieing elarity. Special attention was
given to those teachings unique to the Mormon Church.

- This chapter was divided in the following manner:
first, the atonement; second, faith and repentance; third,
baptism; fourth, receiving the Holy Spirit; fifth, provision
for the dead; sixth, results of salvation; seventh, benefits

of salvation administered ﬁhro&gh praper*auth@rity.

Tha atonement. The word atonement implies the theught

of being made one with ancther person. Used with a thaologieal
eonnotation, it means that man is reconciled or brought baak
to God. From.this definition, we see there must have been a
aeparatian,, Thia aivisien came about through tha f&ll, the
result of whioh, was that man (Adam) incurred a debt upon the
humen rece. The centrasting of this debt was described by
Brigham’Yewﬁg.' *ﬂuf~fifst'paréﬁﬁs transgressed‘ths 1aw that

was givén tham in the garden; their eyes were opened., This
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created the debt."l To meet this debt God graciously pro-
vided a vicarious sacrifiee, in his first begotten Son.

This was necessary because the debt ineurred was s "divine
debt, |
What is the nature of this debt? It is a divine

debt. [God says to sinful man}. . . it is impossible for

you to pay this debt; I have prepared a sacrifice; I

?i}}.s?gﬁ my iny Begattgn Son tgipgy‘this‘givine debti
Without the provision of an atonement, man would have been
hopelessly lost.® It is unthinkable however, that God would
allow men to remain in a fallen state because the fall,
accoréing to %@rmen belief, was pl&ana& to be a great blessing.
God ha& n@cesaariiy obligaﬁe& himself to provide redemptian‘
This r%éem@tion,~hawevgr, is pravagienal. "All rational
beings have an sgeney of their own; and according to their
own choice theyfw11X‘be~saved or damned." If provisiom has
been made for all to be saved, the question arises as to how
meny will aveil themselves of this privilege? The Mormon

Church teaches that God's great mercy will be extended so that

1 John A.- ﬁ%dﬁsae, selected and arranged, Dlsge&rsaa
of Brig%am Young (Utah: The Deseret News Pres& 1925}, p. 90,
citing ournal of Discourses, 14:71. ’ ’

2 Kbiﬁ., p. 90,91, 14:71.

S Joseph Smith, The Book of Mormon (Utah: The Church
of Jesus Ghriat of Latterwﬁay Salnts, 1948), Alma 34:9.

4 Widtsoe, _g. cmt., p. 95, citing Journal of Dis-
courses, 6:97. : 3 Lo T :
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only those who have heard the Gospel and openly reject its
precious prémiﬁes or those who have been genuinely saved and
sin esgainst the Holy Ghost will be lost. "None sre condemned
except those who have the privilege of receiving the words of
eternal life and refuse %o receive them."S

The fact is recognized, in all Christendom, that

millions have died without the privilege of hearing the Gospel.
#het will the atonement of Christ do for them? The Mormon
Church teaches that Christ will work until all heve heard,
inecluding those who have passed from this life.

Millions of them have passed away, both in the Christian
and in the heathen worlds, just as honest, virtuous and
upright as any now living. The Christiesn world say they
are lqgt; but the L@rﬁ will~§ave thamtkﬁr, at least all
who will receive the Gospel.®

tlesus ﬁill né#er ééase ﬁis“werk until all are brought up to
the enjoyment of a kingdom in the mensions of his father. . ."7

Special attention has been given, by Mormon writers,

to the sacrifiecisl death of Christ. It is emphasized that
Christ voluntarily geve his life upon the cross. No one took

it from him.  ThiaAis importent when one reslizes that Jesus
had within his being the power to withstand death indefinitely.a

S Ibid., p. 90, B8:294.
® pia., p. 93, 13:323,
% mzbi. &#’: :@v 86, ‘~3¢5:“?64;

8 James E. Talmege, Articles of Faith (Uteh: The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1949), p. 79.
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The motive which sustained the Lord through his earthly
mission end strengthened him to face death; was two-fold:
Mfirst, the desire to do His Father's will in accomplishing
“the redemption of mankind; second, His love for humanity, of
whose welfare and destiny He had assumed charge."? wWith this
motive Christ ceme into the world, lived, and died, that man
might be brought back to God and in the end receive an exal~-
tation, rising to the place of God analbeaﬁmiag a God himself.

To conclude this brief consideration of the atonement,

the following is quoted from the Compendium of Mormon Doctrine:

. *The word atonement signifies deliverance, through the
offering of a ransom, from the penalty of a broken law.
Ag effected by Jesus Christ, it signifies the deliverance,
through his death and resurrection, of the earth end
everything pertaining to it, from the power which death
has obtained over them through the transgression of Adem,t10
- Faith and Repentance, Faith ™is the first principle
of + . . [the] Gospel."!l Without faith it is impossible to
be saved and to please God. It has been defined by Talmsge
as a "full confidence and trust in the being, purposes, and
words of &ad.“lav Faith is always active and positive and will

inevitably lead %o good works.

9 Ibid., p. 80.

10 Jamea‘ﬁg;Snsﬁden, The Truth About Mormonism (New
York: George H. Doran Compsny, 1946), D. 132, citing Richards
from Compendium of Mormon Doctrine, p. 8.

11 Widtsoce, op. c¢it., p. 236, citing Journal of Dis-
courses, 13:143.

12

Talmage, op. cit., p. 96.
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The ‘Mormon Church makes careful &isﬁinetien'bétween
faith aad‘heiisf. Belief may be merely intellectual assent
without giving oneself completely into the hands of God,
Faith, goes beyond mental assent to place complete trust in
Christ. Paith therefore comprehends belief. Faith may be
demonstrated in events of daily living. The farmer sows his
seed, @xpecﬁing to harvest manyfold. The student pursues his
studies expecting to be qualified for his chosen lifes work.
*Paith thus becomes to us the foundation of hope, from which
spring our easpirations, ambitions, and confidences for the
future."ld It is always pleasing to God when man exercises
faith toward Christ.

| Faith is essential to salvation. "Insomuch as salvation

is attainable only through the mediation and atonement of
Christ, and since this is made applicable to individusl sin in
the measure of obedience te‘the laws of righteousness, faith
in Jesus Christ is indispensable to salvation."l% This faith
must embrace the God-head; Father, Son, and Eﬁly Spirit.
Salvation is promised to those wha“exefeise‘f&ith in the
God~-head snd comply with the requirements necessary for a

continuous relationship.

13 Ipid., p. 103.
14 1pig., p. 106.



77

Essentially, faith is a gift from God. "Though within
the reach of all who diligently strive %o gain it%, faith is
nevéxthalasg a divine gift;”lﬁ Whenever man shows sincerity
end humility he is in the pa%itiﬁa te~re@eiva/éivin& impres-
sions. As soon as one is willing to open up his heart to the
influence of God, he will receive adequate falith to lead him
into eternal life.

Faith and works go hand in hend. The impertance of
‘works was considered in other divisions of this ehapter.w'
Brief méntian is made here however, %o show their relationship.
Faith is passive without works. To claim faith without
~evidence is to c¢laim something one does not have. The Mormon
Chureh teaches that the belief of justifiecation by faith alone
is "e most pernicious doctrine." 8 Mormonism maintains that
Christ specifically taught that works were "essential to the
validity of profession and the efficaey of faith."17

Ql@aely associated with faith and immediately following
it is repentance: It has been classified as the second
principle éf the Gospel, feith being the first. The term -

repentance may be defined as the ". . . duty required of all

45 1big., p. 107.
lﬁ_L@c. gite.

17 Loc. cit.



78

who would obtain forgiveness for tramsgression. . . ."18 1%
is accompanied by godly scrraw for sin aﬁd a reformation of
life. It embodies the f@ll@wing thre@ poiﬁts*‘r@(1)~a~aan—
viction of guilt* 2) . .. »sin; and (&} aﬁ earnest de%er~
mination to forsaka sin and to &ceampliﬁh gaodt”lg

Whenever one comes to the realization of God's existence
and authority (by faith), and desires %o please the Father,
he will repent of hlﬁ past life, This provi&es the ", . .
first stap toward the blesse& state of forgivaneas. . Q‘.“gﬁ
Hot only mnst one be willing to repent cf his sins, he mst |
also be willing to forglve others. Repentaace Wlll h&ve no
merit'if 1§ is‘not directed to the rigﬁt séurce. Jesﬁs'éhrist
is the only séurce under heaveﬁ and it is fto him‘that éﬁe must
repént. | R h
, | Rapentamce is assential to salvatlon.c "In the obtaining
of divine merey renentance is as indlspensabla as faith. . . .72l
The necessitynaf rapentanee is exten&ed to all the human race
for inkﬁcmans<5'23 wé read: ‘“all ﬁaﬁe siﬁned and ﬁéme shorﬁ‘
of the glory Gf God." ?ergivenass iﬁ pramisad to all providing

nanuina repent&aue is evident.

18 1pid,, p. 109.
19 Loe, oit.
20 100, oit.
2l 1pid., p. 113.
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Rapent&nee like faath’ is a gift from God.

Kt 1s not to be h&d for the careless asking; it may
not be found upon the highway; nevertheless it is given
with boundless liberality unto those who have brought
forth works that warrant its bestowal. That is to say,
all who prepare themselves for repentance will be led
by the humbling and softening influence of the Holy Spirit
to the actual possession of this great gift.22

Repentance is‘granteﬁ unto us by God and is a demonstration

of His gooéness.

Baptism., The Mormon Qhﬂrch“haﬁ‘dealare& that baptism
‘is essential to salvation. The reason for this belief is that
™. . « remission of sins constitutes a special purpose of
baptiﬁm, and as no soul eén be saved in the kingdom of God
with unforgiven sins, it is plain that baptism is essential
to salvetion."23 Salvetion is promised only on the condition
that the laws and ordinances of the Gospel are cbeyed., The
Mormon Church believes that baptism is an essentiasl ordinance
and is necessarily regquired of all who have attained account-

able years. The Pearl of Great Price provides the reason why

this ordinance of baptism 1s necessary to salvation.

+ « « Inasmach as ye were born into the world by weater,
and blood, and the spirit, which I have made, and so
became of dust a living saul, even so ye must be born
again into the kingdom of heaven, of water, and of the

22 1bid., p. 114.
23 Ipid., p. 128.
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Spirit, end be cleangz& by blood, even the blood of mine
Gnly Begotten' .«

Turning to the Bible the Ebrmsn Church citea JOhn 3 5 as &
preof that baptism is essential to salvation. Mo o o Excapt

a man be bern of water anﬁ of the Spirit he aannot anter iﬂto
the kingdem of Gad.” ﬁlao, in ﬁets 83 16, ﬁnanias exherts
Paul to ba baptized and thareby w&sh &way his sins, “ﬁﬁd naw
why tarria&% %hon” arzse, and be baptiaeﬁ, an& wash away thy
sins, c&lling‘en %ha name af th@'herd.~' wheﬂ cne~h&s properly
fulfilled the commandments he has éoms‘te the piace whéré
remission of sins msy be effected, "And the first fruits of
repentance is baptism; and bapﬁismfcamsth by fasith unto the
fulfilling the commandments; andAthe fulfilling the command-
ments bringeth remission of sins,®<%

The Mormon Church clearly teaches thét'sina are not
forgiven and remitted until one enters into the act of baptism.
#, . « For the gate by which ye should enter is pepentance
and baptism by water; end them [italics not in original] cometh
& remissian of yaur sins by fira and by the Koly éhest.“gﬁ

It teaehes Qn the atherApané that the‘water &ae$~nat cleanse

24 Joseph Smith, The Pearl of Great Price (Utah: The
Church of Jasus Ghriat of Latter-day Saints, 1951), Mbses
6 59. ; : ; :

25 ‘The Book of Hﬁrmcn, Moroni 8:25.

26 pid,, I Nephi 31:17.
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but is merely & symbol of purification, The place of water
in relation to sin and salvetion was presented by Brigham
Young as follows:

+ o o the Lord said, 'If the sinner will repent of his
sins, and go down into the waters of baptism, and there
be buried in the likeness of being put inte the earth
end buried, and again be delivered from the water, in
the likeness of being born--if in the sincerity of his

heart he will do this, his sins shall be washed away.
Will the water of itself wash them away? No; but keeping
- the commendments of God will cleanse &wgg the stain of
sin, [ltalics not in origine ~

; In the beginning God cursed the earth* bﬂﬁ did ha
curse all things pertaining tg it? No, he did not ecurse
the watar, but he blessed it.

Though water is not clalmeﬁ to have any virtue, the Marmon
Church believes that the act of bapti@m ia neceasary to
cleanse away sin. ‘

' If en individusl believes in Christ and repents of his
sins reeelviﬁg the witness of the Holy Spirit (th&t God is
love), but &oes not esm@ly with the requirement of baptism,
he is not aavedQ He has not entered into the kingéem of God.

Hundreds and thousands of people have believed on the
Lord Jesus Christ and repented of their sins, and have
had the Holy Spirit %o witness unto them that God is love,
that they loved him and that he loved them, and yet they
- are not in his kingdom. - They have not complied with the

n@eesggry requirements, they have not entered in at the
door. = : ~ o o ;

27 wiatsoe, op. cit., p. 247, citing Journal of Dis-
courses, 2:4; 7:162.

28 1pig., p. 236, 13:57.
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‘The method or mode of baptism is also of vital imporis
ance., The Mormon Church teaches that this mode was established
and taught to Adam. When God expelled Adam from the garden
he gave the following promise:
If thou wilt turn unto me, and harken unto my voice,
and believe, and repent of all thy transgressions, and
‘be baptized, even in water . . . ye shall receive the -
gift of the Holy Ghost. . . . And it ceme to pass, when
the Lord had spoken with Adam, our father, that Adem cried
unto the Lord, and he was caught away by the Spirit of
the Lord, and was carried down into the water, and was
laid under the watar, and was brenght forth out of the
water, 29 Lo
Adem was carried down into the water. Therefore the mode of
baptism, from the first, was immersion, Strong emphasis is
placed upon this mode as the only true form. All other
metho&a are whdlly inadequate. The Boak~gg Mormon pr&saribesf
this mode and excludes all others. "And then shall ye
immerse them ‘in the water . . . and aecordlng as 1 have
sommanded you thus shall ye baptlze.' And there shall be no

ﬁisputations amﬁng JoU. o . ,ﬁﬁﬁ

R&deiving the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit was

promised to the early church and was given on the Day of
Pentecost. Recelving the Holy Spirit, is clessified as a
"gsecond baptism®™. "John the Baeptist, proclaiming in the

jggk?hayPearl ggkéreat Price, Moses 6:52,64,
30 The Book of Mormom, III Nephi 11:26,26.
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wilderness repentance &nd‘hagtism by water, foretold a second
and higher baptism, which he characterized as being of fire
and the Holy Ghost . . ."21 The Bible speaks plainly regard-
ing this second baptism as seen in John 3:5 where Nicodemus
is informed that he must be B e s bern af the water and cf
the Spirif.* The Mormon ﬁhureh believes the neeessary pre-
raqui&ite to raeeiviag the baptism of the Holy Spirit is %o
be “ .o o baptize& by Water for the remlssien of sins. . . ."92

| The morman Ghurch cla&rly taaches that the Holy Spirit
is initially reaeivaé 1nta the life when an eral orﬂ1nanse of
kbl@381ng is pronounea& by proper authority. |
The beatawal of th@ Eely Ghost, whiech is to be regarﬁeﬁ
as a conferred right to His ministrations, is effected
through the ordinance of an oral blessing pronounced upon
the candidate by the specified authority of the Holy
Priesthood, accompanied by tgg impesition of the haﬂ&&
af him - or those affieiatingw
*ﬁn& Wh@&. having faith y@u éhall eonflrm iﬁ ny chureh by
the laying on of the hends, and I w111 bestow the glft of the
Holy Ghast up&n them. "34 |
The Haly.Spiritnis called = 69mfartar ih‘ﬁhé Bible.
He is such because He iﬁ@w&ll& the life ef:t&é b&liever

31 Talmage, __g_, git., p. 157.

' 32 3036@& ﬁmith* The Eeetrine and &oveaantﬁ (Ut&h.
The Chureh of &egﬂa ahrist of Latt&r~aay alnts, i?ﬁ%), l&.ﬁé.

33 ?aimaga, _3. sit., p. 1@5.
%4 The Doctrine and Covenants, 33:15.
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representing the will and purpose of God and Christ.S9 The
Mormon Church teaches that the Holy Spirit is the only member -
of the Gé&haad who can abide in our life becsuse He is not
confined to & body as is God the Festher and Christ.

Proviaien for the ﬁead. Of the great numbers of peeple

whe have populated this earth anly a relatlvaly faw have
heard the G@spel and fewer 3t111 have respenéed faverably.
The Mermen Church teaches that in the acurse of history the?&
have been 1ong perleds of darkness When no one on earth was ”
authorized 0 represent the L@rd (from the last apostles -
{apprcx1mately 100 & D ] ta 1830 when salvation was claimeé
te have been restored te the eartb thraugh Joseph Smith).

35 Christ is classified as the secdn&kcémferter. Ke
does not abide with the Christian, but appears in visions.
Great mysteries are revealed whan Ghrl&t makes an appearanca.

Now what is this other Gomfcrter. It is no more nor
less than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; . .« . when any
man obtains this last Comforter, he will have the personaga
of Jesus Christ to attemd him, or appear unto him from
time to time, and even He will manifest the Father unto
him, and they will take up their abode with him, end the
visions of the heavens will be opened unto him, and the
Lord will teach him fece to face, and he may have a
perfect knowledge of the mysteries of the Kingdom of Godj;
end this 1s the state and place the ancient SBaints arriveé
at when they had such glorious visions -- Isaiah, Ezekiel,
John upon the Isle of Pastmos, St., Paul in the three
heavens, and all the Saints who held communion with the
general assembly and Church of the First Born. Joseph F.

Smith, compiler, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith (fifth
edition; Utah: The Deseret News Fress, 1938}2 P, 150,151,
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In the jaatia@gatﬂ@aa no soul shall be condemned under eny
law that has not been made known unto him. Therefore, humenity
will be given a second chance or an opportunity to be saved:
beyond the grave.

: ?é provide this opportunity, there is and will be a
proclamation of the Gospel im the spirit world. This teaching,
according to Mormon belief, did not originate with the
supposed restcraﬁimn of the Gospel in these last days, rather,
it was dacreaé by God frem “bef@re the foun&atien of the world."36
Both ﬁases and Elijah were sappaseé te hava been strong advo-
cates of this doctrine. Mormonism believes one essential
purpose for Moses building the tabernacle in the wilderness
was %o provide a place where the Israelites (Levites) might
baptige‘faf‘thé ﬁéad‘ ‘“ﬁar this ceausse i~commandea Moses that
he should bﬁiiﬁ é tabarhaele,'. « s your aﬁ&iﬁtiﬁgs, ané yéur
washings, and your baptisms for the dead, . . . by the sons
of Levli « . « aré ordained by the ordinance of my holy house,
.. ."37 It is teught by the Mormon Church that Solomon built
the "temple for the purpose of giving endowments, [ which would
include baptism for the dead). . ."3B | |

56 Ibié., D. 568‘“
57 The Doctrine and Covenants, 124: 38 39.

38 wiﬁtaoe, Op. eit., p. 6@2, citing Journal of Dis-
gourses, 18: 393. 
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?ha Mormon Church att@mpta te pr@ve the teachigg of
a seccnﬂ ehanca for the dead in the minlstry af Ghrlst. To
aﬁVance this teaching they cite I Feter 4 6: ”?er this cause
was the gosp@l preached also to them that are &eaé thaﬁ they '
might be ju&ged according te ‘men in the fleah but live |
accarding tc Gmd in the spirit " It is taught by the mbrmen
Qhurch that this extensive ministry te the dead was initiated
betweem tha death Gf Christ anﬁ his resurrectlen.k

By which alsa he went and preaeheé unto the spirita

~in prison; Whieh sometime were disobedient, when once
the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,

while the ark was a prepsring, wherein few, that is,
eight souls were saved by water (I Peter 3: 19-20).

Gommenting on the above Scrlpture, Talmage says,

If it wes desmﬁé proper and just that the Gosgel be
carried to the spirits who were disobedient in the days
of Noah, it is reasonable to conclude that like oppor-

ﬂ:atunities shall be placed within the reach gf others who
have regectad the worﬁ at éifferent times.%

The Mbrmﬁn Ghurch teaehes that Christ ‘not only preachaé to
the dea& but insﬁructeé oﬁher spirita (whe were saved in

this 1ifa) how the kingéam might be built up in the syirit

worl&.

There is an opportunity for men who are in the splrit
- %o reeeive the Gospel: Jesus, while his body lay in the
grave two nights and one day, went to the world of spirits
to show the brethren how they should build up the kingdom,
and bring spirits to the knowledge of the truth in the
gpirit world; be went to set them the pattern there, as

%9 Talmage, op. ¢cit., p. 148.°
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he had done on this earth. Hence you perceive thay there,
apiriﬁa:hava the privilege of embracing the truth.

&nother,ﬁgriptnral pre@f useé to advan;a‘this teaching_
is faund in the statement mede to the thief on the cross,
Jeﬁus_saidg;“ngay shalt thou be with me in paradise™ (Luke
33:&5). Thrgezdays‘latar‘ﬂhrisﬁ appeared to ﬁa:y‘ﬁagdalen&
‘and saié,ifl have nat‘yet ascended tq my faﬁher“ (John 29;17).
%hefe had Jesus goﬁa?; Evi&antly‘nqt to heaven, but rather,
hed journeyed‘tm the abode of the &éai'ﬁhéfe céﬁntlass“nuﬁbera
were waiting to hsar the Gespel and be save&

| Mﬂrmenism maintains that the spostla Paul taught this
deefrine. ﬁawever, they bsliave,that bacause Qf fanlty
trenslation it is not too clearly preserved. Only ome refer-
ence r@éﬁins that“teaehaa'this‘proviﬁign for thé dead. This
reference is found in I Corinthians 15:29, "Else what shall
they do @hich‘are ba§tizea for the dead, if the dead rise
not at all?“ o ,‘ | o ; ;“;

It 1s furthar taught th&t Ghrisﬁ'a ministry am@ng the
deaé;@ag fe:atglé'by Isaiah the prophet. ?ﬁua they‘ahall be
gathara§ t¢geﬁﬁ$r, as"yrisongrs'are gathered in”théygit;‘aﬁd
shall be shut up in the prison, gn&”aftar m&ny‘iaﬁa shall be
visited" (Isaian 2&:32}; Isaigh later declared that Jesus

was "to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from

- 40 ﬁidtsoe, op. cit.* Pe 6&8 60%, citing Journal of
Discourses, 2:138.
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the prié@ﬁ, and them that sit in darkness out of the yrisqn;“
house" (Isaiah 48:7). |

&nather verse in the Bible used to support this doetrine
is Malachi 4:6, ". . . 4nd he ahall turn the heart of the
fathera‘tc,thaiohiléren% an&‘the,hearﬁygf,the chil&reﬁ to
their fathers, lest I cdéﬁf&ﬁﬁ‘sm;te‘thefearﬁh‘sith a curse."
Joseph Smith provided the following explanation of this Verse:

: I will give you a quotation from one of the prophe%s,
who had his eye fixed on the restoration of the priest-
hood, the glories to be revealed in the last days, and
in en especial manner this most glorious of all subjects
belonging to the everlasting gospel, namely, the baptism
for the dead; for Malachi says, last chapter, verses
5th and 6th: 'Beheld, I will send you Elijeh the prophet.
before the coming of the great and dreasdful day of the :
Lord: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the

'~ children, and the hesrt of the children to their fathers,
lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.!

I might have rendered a plasiner translation to this,
but it is sufficiently plain to suit my purpose as 1t
stands, It is sufficient to know, in this case, that the
earth will be smitten with a curse unless there is a
welding link of some kind or other between the fathers and
the children, upon some subject or other--and behold wha't
is that subject? It is the baptism for the dead. For
we without them cannot be made perfect; neither can they
without us be mede perfact. Neither can they nor we be
mede perfect without those who have died in the gospel
also; for it is necessary in the ushering in of the ﬁi$~
pensation of the fulness of times, which dispensataon is
now beginning to usher im, that a whole and complete and
perfect union, and welding together of dispensations, and
keys, and pewers, end glories should take place, and be’
revealed from the days of Adeam even to the present time. AL

The Mormon Church believes the preaching in the spirit

world is &cgém@anied,by the ordinance of baptism here on earth.

41 The Doctrine and Covenants, 128:17,18.
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Thair-raaﬁmn'farvthia is %wofeld: fir&t, baptism is essential
to galvation* secend those 1n the spirit world are not abla

to be baptized

You may ask 1f they are baptiged there? No. Can they
have hands 1aid upon them for the gift of the Holy Ghost?
No. Hone of the outward ordinances that pertsin te the
flesh are administered there, but the light, glory, and
power: of the Holy Ghost are enjoyed just as freely as
upon this earth; and there are lews which govern and
control the spirit world, and to which they are subject,%2

This baptism ia p&rfarmed by ProXye. The man "is ordained and
receives his washings, anointinga* ana endowmanta far the

male pcrtlan of his and his wlfe s praganitars, ana his wlfe
for the fem&le portlon*ﬂéz In Grder for a member of the Mormon
Chureh to know his aneestors and ba led as to whom he shculd

be baptized fer, the fallowing a&vice is given.

Ybu will entar inta the temple of the Lord and bagin
%0 offer up ordinances before the Lord for your dead.
Says this or that man, I want %o save such a person-~I1
want to save my father; and he straightway goes forth in
the ordinance of baptism, and is confirmed, and washed,
end ancinted, and ordained to the blessings of the holy
Priesthoeod for his ancestors? Before his work is finished,
& greet many of the Elders of Israel in Mount Zion will
become pillars in the temple of God, to go no more oub.
They will eat and drink and sleep there; and they will .
often have oceasion to say, 'Somebody ceme %o the temple
last night; we did not know who he was, but he was no -
doubt & brother, and told us a great many things we did
not before understend., He gave us the names of a great
meny of our forefathers that are not on record, and he

42 widtsoe, op. git., p. 609, citing Journal of Dis-
gourses, 2:138,

43 Ibid., pp. 620,621, 3:372.
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gave me my true lineage and the names of my forefathers
for hundreds of years back. . . .'%44

- Baptism for the dead must be administered in a Mormon
Temple. No other place will suffice.

For there is not a place found on the earth that he
(Christ] may come to and restore again that which was
lost unto you, or which he hath taken away, even the
fulness of the priesthood. For & bapbtismal font there
is not upon the earth, that they, my saints, may be :
baptized for those who are éaaé-»?ar this crﬁi&aa@@ be~
longeth to my house, . . A0

Tha Morman Church furthar teach&s that theﬁe in the
spirit wari& eannat be fereeé to aeaemt Shrist even thengh
the ordinanees are parfermeﬂ in this life' The spirits must
exereise their free m@r&l ageney.

és has bean snggestaé the Msrmon ﬁhuren beliQVsa
numerous sainta are in the splrit worl& preaehing. They be-
1ieve Jcseph Sm;th leé in tnis great movement (ef preaching
the Gosgel tc the spirit worl&) in this latter daye.

The prcyhet Joseph Smith held the keys of this dis-
pensation on this side of the veil, and he will hold then
throughout the countless ages of eternity. He went into
the spirit world to unloek the prison doors and to preach
the gospel to the millions of spirits who are in darkness,
and ‘every apostle, every seventy, every eldsr, etc., who

| has died in the faith, as soon as he passes 10 the other
* gide of the veil, enters into the work of the ministry,

44 Ibid., pp. 627-628, 6:294-295.

45 ?he gﬂgtrine ané @@V@ﬁaﬂts, 124: z&~$@,
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" eand there is a thousand times more to preach there than
there is here, 46

Wllfcra %ooﬁruff stated that if one could see beyond the vell
of éeath, he weul& no doubt hear the pleas of saints to come
and help* | . ‘

I have felt of late as if our brethren on tha cther
side of the veil had held a council, and that they had
said to this one, and thet one, 'Cease thy work on earth,
come henee, we need help, ' and they have called this man
and that men. It has appeared so0 to me in seeing the
many men who have beeﬁ called from our midst 1atalyo47

If Gaé heas made prmvislan far the dea&, the quastian

arisea as to the nature of hell and punishmﬁnt for those who
rejaet all éppcrtunities. %he ﬁérmmn Church teaches that
there is a glaca pr&v1&e& fcr thasa who raéset all opportuuin
ties in<thia life an& th& life to come, and that their
punishment will be just but not eternal except for these whc
deliberately sin agalnst th@ Holy Ghoat thereby committing
the unparﬁcnable sin. "It is wrltten that 'all menner of

sin anﬁ blasphamy 5hall be fargivan unto men' who r&eaive ms
and repent' *but the biasphemy agaiﬁst the Hely Ghest it

shall not be fargiven unto»m&n.“48 Those who cammit the

unpardbnable Sin\baeeme an angel to the devil and are forever

46 Hemer G E&rham, arrangeé and eélted by, The ﬁia~
courses of Wilford Woodruff (Utah: The Bookeraft Co., 1946),
Do 77, ci"ing Tournai‘cf ﬁisaeurses, 22:333-3%34, QOctober 8, 1881,

4'? ma. ci"f;‘

48 Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine Sermons and Writings
(eighth edition; Utah: Deseret Book Company, 1949), p. 10.
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198tjég ‘Mormonism believes the aurétiﬁn of punishment for
those who have not committed the unpardonable sin is determined
only by God.

07 E@w long the &amnad r@main in heli, I knew not, nor
what degree of suffering they endure. If we could by

any means compute how much wickedness they are guilty of,
it might be possible to ascertain the amount of suffer~
ing they will receive. They will receive according as
their deeds have been while in the body. God's punishment
is eternal, but that does not prove that a wicked person
will remain eternally in a state of punishment.%0

% % « » BEvery son and daughter of Adam, except the sons
of perdition, who will be caest into hell., Others will
suffer the wrath of God--will suffer all the Lord cam
demand at thelr hands, or justice can require of them; end
when they have suffered the wrath of God till the utmost
farthing is paid, they will be brought out of prison.

Is this dangerous doetrine to preach? Some consider it
dangerous; but it is true that every person who does not
sin awey the dsy of grace, and become an angel to the
Devil, will be brought forth to inherit a kingdom of
glory. ol

It seems that this punishment is meted out ealy after ample
opportunity is given, in the apirit w&rld to rapent* After
the 3antene$ has been aerv&&, Mermenism.believes they will
be given anether oPpQrtunity to revent. They maintain that
it 13 quita probable that all will aecept %hrist after enéur~
ing their punishment.

Great velue is placed by the Mormon Church upon the

restoration of "the docsrine of a chance" beyond this world.

49 widtsoe, Op. ait., p. 121, citing Journsl of Dis-
gourses, 3:93.

50 1big., p. 586, 9:147.
51 1vid., p. 58B4-585, 8:154.
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In the Utah Genealogieal and Historical Magazine, the follow-
ing phrase was given as to the value of this teaching:

GENEALOGICAL WORK. I am myself a firm believer that
more people have been interested in the gospel on aceount
of the restoration again to the Chureh of the work for ‘
the dead then through almost any other single thing. I
know of a great many converts I have met who had no
interest in the Church until the %aetrine of redemption
for the dead was taught to them. ©

'fzﬁéguité\gg‘séiQatééng Special attention needed to bé
given to the ﬁcrm&n teaching coneerning the results af salva-
fién;n Though some have bean suggested pravieusly, & grmuping
of them Wlll.ba helpful. First, aﬁtantlon was given te the
universal aspeet of the atcnement¢ %hén Ghrist ﬁied:upon
the cross he prev1ﬁed universal forglveness from Adam' s trans~
gression. |

'We believe that through the sufferings, death, and
atonement of Jesus Christ all mankind, without one
exception, are to be completely and fully redeemed, both

- body and spirit, from the endless banishment and curse
to Whigg they were consigned by Adam's transgressian;

e e

Hence came the aayxng abroad among the people, That
the Son of God hath'atoned for original guilt, Wherain
tlhie sins of the parents cannot be answered upon the
heads of the children, for they are whole from the
foundation of the world.

52 Jose§h @¢ Smith, op. ecit., p* 3%, citing The Utah
Genealoglcal and Hiﬁtarieal %ﬁgazlﬂe, 25 9.:

53 Talm&ge ;R~ elt., p. 4?? Gitlﬂg ﬁposﬁle Orson
Pratt in- ﬁ%m&zkable Visians@ B o :

34 The Pearl of Great ?riee Moses 6: 54.
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Primerily, Mormonism believes the death of Christ

atoned for the sin of Adam and that our individual sins were
not atoned for in«ths same manner. Thet is, we must cooperate
with God in order to be forgiven for our sins. This calls
for individual effort. ;

*Now that the blessing af-réé&m@tian from individusgl
sins, while free for all to attain, is neverthsless
conditioned on individusl effort; is as plainly declared
as is the truth of uﬁGOﬁditional redemption fram.the
effects of the £211'99 ; (

Men must eamply with tha eommanémﬂats of G&ﬁﬁé through per-
sonal effart~in~order ta ba fﬁrglvan for peraonal sins.
 The Mormon Ghurch further teaches that man has that
within hlmself whleh aead& anly to be &wakeneﬁ and that when
this inner samething is awakene@ it pravzéss a basls for
progressive sal@&ti@n, ®e o o Balvation {involvesf}tme
things, the awakéning bf the God -- ideal in man, and the
progressiva evclution ef that 1&8&1 under the fos%ering pawer
of grace.“5? (This Quatation was in reference to Eph831ans

2 8 9.) The Mbrmoa Church has s@eken against the viaw of

anstificatisn by faith aloneml ”'Tne sectarlan écgm& of

S5 Jan Xarel Ven Baalen, The Chaos of Cults (Michigen:
#m. B. Eerdmans Publishing aa., 19467, p. 135, citing comment
on Doctrine and Covenants, p. 92 by Talmage.

56 See The Book of Mormon, I Nephi 22:31,

57 Wels L. Nelson, Scientific Aspects of Mormonism
(&ew York¢g G. P. Pataam* "3033, 10047, Do 18@7
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Justification by faith alone has exercised an influence for
evil sinee the early days af‘ﬂhristianity 1 #58

&nether bsaefiﬁ of salvation is the r@aurrectian,
"Now, verily I say unte you, that thruugh the redemption whzah
is mad@ far you iﬁ braught to pass the re&urraatlan fr@m the
deadtwﬁg A degcriptia& of the two res&rractlsna, a% taught
by th@ %erm@n Ghureh,:ia describaé in the fallewmng«

?he‘ﬁéyhites‘béliéﬁéé in two resurrections: the

resurrection of the just, called a first resurrection,
and a resurrection of the unjust. They believed that
those who died before the resurrection of Christ, in
ignorance of him, would come forth in the first resurree-
ti@n' ’

. e o llttle ehilﬁren who die, alsa come farth in the
first resurrection. :

. « . all who believed in the words of the prophats,

or all those who have kept the commandments of God,
ghall come forth in the first resurrection.

« « ¢« most just men and those who know no law, who

live after Christ's. reaurrectlan are also included in
the first r@surractzan‘ﬁﬁ : ,

Perhaps the greatest biessiﬁg of salv&tlen ia the
exalted p@siti@n 0 whieh the redeemed ah&li riae‘ Thia '
ben&fit iﬁ a significant doetrine aﬁéwthe suthor has e@ngxiarad
it wise tm gﬁsﬁe axtansiva&y from M@rmnn writars and from

MGrmsn aariptures¥

58 van Baaleﬁ,\gg. eit., p. 136, citing Talmage from
Mediation and Atonement, p. 120.

9 Th@ BDoctrine amd G@va&ant&, 88 1&§‘ :

; €0 Siﬁn@y B. 8perry, Themes of the Restered Gospel
(Utah: Bookecraft Publishing Go., 1950), p. 108,109, refers
to The Doctrine and Covenants, 45:54; 132:19, 26.
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0 ¢+ « They shall be heirs of God and joint heirs with
desus Christ. What is 1t? To inherit the seme power,

the same glory and the same exeltation, until you arrive
at the station of a God, and ascend the throne of etermnal
power, the seme as those who have gone before. What did
Jesus do? Why; I do the things I saw my Father 4o when
worlds came rolling into existence, My Father worked out
his kingdom with fear and trembling, and I must do the
same; and when I get my kingdom, I shall present it to
ny Father, so0 that he may obtain kingdom upon kingdom,
‘end it will exalt him in glory. He will then take a
higher exaltation, and I will take his place, and thereby
become exalted myself. S0 that Jesus treads in the tracks
~of his Father, and inherits what God did before; and God
'is thus glorified and exalted in the salvation and
exaltation of all his children., It is plein beyond dis-
putation, and you thus learn some of the Tirst principles
of the Gospel, about which so much hath been said.6l

"They aré'they who are the church of the Firstborn . . .
WTherefore, as it is written, they are gods, even the sons of

God . . ."62

The man who passes through this probation, and is
faithful, being redeemed from sin by the blood of Christ,
through the ordinances of the gospel, and attains to
exaltation in the kingdom of God, is not less but greater
then the angels, and if you doubt it, reed your Bible,
for there it is writtem that the Saints shall *judge
angels', and also they shall 'judge the world.' And why?
Because the resurrected, righteous msn has progressed
‘beyond the pre-existent or disembodied gpirits, and has
risen above them, having both spirit and body as Christ
has, having gained the victory over desath and the grave,-
and having power over sin and Saten; in fact, having
passed from the condition of the angais to that of a God,
He possesses keys of power, dominion and glory that the
angel does not possess--~and cannot possess without gaining
them in the same way that he gained them, which will be

61 yoseph F. Smith, Teachings of the Erophet Joseph
Smith (fifth aditlan* Utah: The Leseret News rress, 1958),

De ﬁ&? 4348,
62 phe Doctrine and Covenants, 76:54,58.
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by gassing through the same ordeals and proving equally
faithful. It was so ordained when the morning stars
sang together, before the foundations of this earth were
laid. Men in his pre-existent condition is not perfect,
neither. is he in the disembodied estate, There is no
perfect estate but thet of the risen Redeemer, which is
God's estate, end no man can become perfect except he
become like the Gods. And what are they like? I have
shown what Christ is like, and he is like his Father,
but I will refer to an undoubted euthority to this people,
on this point: 'The Father has a body of flesh and bones
as tangible as man's; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost
hes not a body of flesh and bones, but is a personage of
Splrit, were it not so, the Holy Ghost could not dwell

in us,' (Doctrine and Covenants 130). There is not time
to refer to the many seriptural passages which might be
cited in proof of these important facts, enough already -
have bggn referred to, to place the matter beyond a
doubt,

'Banefits‘gg salvaticn aﬁminiﬁtareé thrangh proper :
autharitz‘ All that has béen Said in this chapter regéraing
the provision and béhafits af salvation are not effective,
according to Mbr@on teaching, unless related to their priest;
hood. This priesthcbd‘was descfibeé and‘ita history reiateé
in the secon& chépter.ﬁé Briefly, ﬁha priasthead is composed
of two graﬁps, ths ﬁaronic‘(ieSser priesthaad) and %elchizeé@k~
(greater prisstheod}. The &Blehlzadek priesthﬁaa mist cpsrata
before any spiritaai blessing may be received.

The Melechizedek Priesthood holds the right of the
presidency, and has power and authority over all the

63 Joseph F. Smith,
op. cit., p. 18,19, citing
and Covenants, 150;

Gospel Doctrine Sermons and Writings,
orinthians 6:3 and Doctrine

64 See Chapter II, page 17.
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offices in:the Church., This priesthood holds the keys of
2ll the spiritual blessings of the Church [italics mot in
origineld end gives the privilege of receiving the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, of having the heavens
opened, and of enjoying the communion and presencs of God
the Father and Jesus the Christ. The Aaronie Priesthood
has pmwag to administer the outward ordinances of the
gcspe&.

The 1mp9rdtiva n303351ty of ﬁha priestho&d to salvation is

stated by the Eoctrlne and Gavmnants~

Therefare, in the ordinances thereof the pcwer of
godliness is menifest.
And without the ordinances thereof and the authorlty
. of the priesthood, the power of 90&113855 is not manifest
unto men in the flesh; For w1thout this no man can see
the face of God, even the Father, and 1ivef6 |

: ﬁné again, I gay uata yau, that Wh@saevar ye shall senﬁ
in my name, by the voilee of your brethren, the Twelve,
duly recommended and authorized by you, shall have power
to open the door of my kingdom unto any nztion whitharsa-
ever ye shall send th3m¢ . .87 :

Joseph Smith emphatieally taught that this prieéthoa&
was in existence before the faunéatiaﬁ of the world., Therefore,
it hes always been essential %0 salvation.

Let 'me say %o this congregation that our heavenly
Father performs all his works--the creation of worlds, the
redemption of worlds--~by the power of the eternal priest-~
hood. And no man on earth, from the days of father Adan
to the present time, has ever had power to administer in
any of the ordinances of life and salvation only by the

65 Sperry, op. cit.; p. 49, citing Doctrine and Coven-
ents, 107:14,18,19.

66 The Doctrine and Covenants, 84:20-22.

67 1pid., 112:21.
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power of the Holy Priesthood. You will find this to be
the case in the whole history of the prophets of 3@5,68

PR Everything that God ha& ﬁaua@& to be done for
the salvation of man, from the coming of men upon the
earth to the redemption of the world, has been and will
be by virtue of the everlassting priesthood. 89

Another approach made by the Mormon Churech, in relation

to the priesthood, is that the kingdom of God must exist

before salvation may be administered, This kingdom of God

is constituted where and only where the priesthood is function-
iﬁg .

Now I will give my testimony. I care not for man., I -
speak beldly end faithfully and with authority. How is
it with the kingdom of God? Where did the kingdom of
God begin? Where there is no kingdom of God there is no
salvation, What constitutes the kingdom of God? Where
there is a prophet, a priest, or a righteous man unto
whom God gives His oracles, there is the kingdom of God;
and where the agacles of God are not, there the kingdom
of God 1is not,

Conservative Protestantism does not make any claims to

the priesthood as described by the Mormon Churech., Therefore,
according to Mormon belief, Conservative Protestantism could

never be instrumental in leading men to Christ.

68 Durhem, op. e¢it., p. 68, citing Journal of Digcourses,
24:242-3, July 20, 1883,

69 Ibid., p. 64, citing The Latter-day Saints' Millen~
nial Star, 51:657 (1889).

?Q Joseph F. Smlth, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, op. cit., p. 271,872,
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'Respecting the Melchizedek Priesthood, the sectarian
world never professed to have i%t, consequently they never
could save any ome and would all be damned together. The

sectarian world are ge&gﬁ,te hell by hundreds, by thou-
sands and by millionms.'

71 william Rarl La Rue and Alfred Williams Anthony,
The Foundations of Mormonism (New York: Ward and Drummon, .
18877, p. 45, citing Millennial Star, Vol. 22, p. 54.




CHAPTER VI
COMPARISON AND CONTRAST

Several basic doetrines of the Mormon Churech have been
set forth in the preceding (f&ur);ahaptafs. Though the
presentation has been brief, 1% is sincersly hoped that the
reader will be able to aagartain the essentisl prineiples upon
whieh this religious system is built. The remainder of this
study is devoted to & chaplter on comparison and contrast,
and a chapter on conclusions. In this chapter the doctrines
of Conservative Protestantism are aamyare&.and ceaﬁrasﬁeé,with

the éeatrlnaﬁ of Nﬁrmmﬁism.
I. COMPARISON

Methaﬁ of prm&eéure. The docirines af Sengervative

Protastantism are presented for comparison in the fallawiag
manner: first, the doctrines of revelation and inspiration;
second, the trinity~in§iuding the éﬂcﬁrines éf Geﬁ ’Ghrist;
and tha Hﬁly Spirit; tﬁir&, the doctrines Qf areatiaa and
the f&ll* fﬁurth, the doetrine af 5alvation.

The doctr ines of ravel&tiaﬁ and imspiratien. Revela-
tion may be defined in a broad sense as ". . . every mani-
festation af Gé&fte th@feanscicmsneaﬁ‘af“man, whefhar through

nature snd the course of human history, or through the higher
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aisclaﬁures of the Inearnate Word and the Ealy Sarapturas.“l
The abave dafinitisn sﬁggests twa formai div131ons which will
be used in this discussion: <first, general revelation which
includes nature and events in history; and second, special
revelation referring to the redemptive work of God as recorded
in the Holy Bible.

The first phase of genersl revelation is nature. By
the use of this term, attention is directed to the disclosures
of God through the physical universe apart from msn. The
Bible maintains that nature reveals God in this menner.

~The hesvens declare the glory of God; and the firme-
ment sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech,
-and night unto night sheweth knowledge.  There is no
speech nor 1angnage, where their voice is not heard.
Their line is gone out thraughaall the earth, and their
words to the end of the Warld.

anning ta revalatien thr@ugh histary, tha 19119w1ng
statem&nt by E ﬁrton %iley pravides a ﬁeserlptlve aeeeant ef
God's 1nfluence in hiﬁtary. ‘

 « ¢ « There is an inner dlractlng prasenee in histcry
and an authoritetive will above 1%t which directs all to

an expressed goal, & fullness of time. This goal is the
‘coming of the Word made flesh, the Incarnate Son of God

standing out on the plane of human history as God mani-
‘fested in the flesh, In the light of this historieal

fact, we are able to look back through the pages of history
~and recognize purposes in its events; and we are able to

1 H. Orton Wiley, Christian Theology (Missouri:
Beacon Hill Press, 19493 T, 125,

- 2 Psalms 19: 1-4, Ses also, Romans 1:20 and Aets 17:
%é~37
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read the words of the prophets and see their predictions
fulfilled. . . . As the central paint of all hiﬁtary, He
hasg hed his impress upon it. S -z

Having presented genersl revelation in its two aspeets,
the next consideration is that of special revelation. In
order to adequately understand special revelation, one must
consider the relation of men to God before and after the fall.
Prior to the fall the Lord ch had been present with 31nleas
man in such a Way that they haﬁ direct communion one with
anether.% This 1ntimats assaciaﬁxon was breken by the fﬁll
and sy@eial revelatlon became neceasary if man was to be
rescued frﬁm sin, anﬁ restored %o f@llawshlp an& communioa
with his ereatar. The Bible is that spaei&l rev&lation ané
is God's way of aiscloslng hlmself and his ylan of redemptzan
to marn. Thia revelatzon provides what men aoula not under«
stand (mf Geé) threugh nature and hlstoryt‘ o -

christ is presented in the Bible as tha eentral flgure
df revelatian. He is the perfect mgﬁifestatiOﬂ of God, I@
shoulﬁ be noted that "he does not so much meke a revelaﬁien
of God [as was donme in the 014 Testament} as Himself is a -
revelation af ch' . «f "5  The prephet&, prieats and kings

3 wiley, op. eit., I, 138.
4 Genesis 3:8. '

5 Jamas Grr, genersl eéitar, Ths Internatlan&l Stendard
Bible Encyclopaedia (Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmens Publishing
QO.’ lg‘g‘-“? ] >? 258(}*




104
of the 0ld Testament with their offices and duties are
fulfilled in Christ, "In Christ, all the prophets with their
lamps, all the priests with their altars and secrifices, snd
all their kings with their thrones and scepters, are lost in
Him who is Prophet, Priest, and King;“g‘ Christ is therefore,

the perfect and e@&piate revelation of God.

| InSplrationQ mhe Word inspiratisn means literally the,

"breathing of God" or “breathlng inte” ané slgﬂifia& 'that
extra - Qrdlnary agency ef the Hcly gpirlt upan ths mind IB
censeqnanea ef Which the persan who partakes of it is enablea
to embrace ané eommunicate the truﬁh af God Without error,
1nfirmity, or def@et.*V @hen the ﬁoly Bible was ertten the
Holy Spirit operated upan the hearts and minds of the writers‘
prepering their minds for the reeeptlcn of truth 8 and
enablimg thsm to a@mmnnieate this @ruﬁh witﬁeuﬁ ‘error. &araful
reading af ﬁhe Bible will 1ﬁ&ieata that geraanal eharaeter~
istiea of ﬁhe wrmter are praseaE, The Bibla was nat mar& |
&ictatian, bnt rether, "the sasraa writers were given axtré-
ordinary eid without any interference with their personal

characteristics. . . ‘&9 The charaecter of these writers is

6 wiley, op. eit., I, 137.

7 Ibid., I, 167,168, citing Dr. Hennah.
8 See II Timothy 3:16.

° wiley, op. cit., I, 176,177,
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givem in II Peter 1:21l. ™. . , Holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.™

The position meintained iﬁxthe formon Chureh is that

the Bible ia pellutai gaﬁ &n inaéeq&ata gui&e t@ faith an&
practica*‘ ﬁcnsarvative Pra%est&ntism balieves in the inta~
grmty ‘and genuiﬁess of the Bible. “his peaition is presantad
by the f@ll@wing;ebsaxvatxena,~;ﬁangervativa Protestantism
believes in the uncorrupted preservation of the Bible. Christ
placed his approval upon the~&1ﬁ:?astam§nt as it wes preserved
in his day and there is no evidence that it has been changed
except for an omission of an article or the insertion of a
merginal note, which in no instance effects the essential
teachings: Regerding the New Testament, we have the following
statement: ,

« « « Eminent scholars [Nestle, Tischendorf, Weiss,
Westcott, and Hort)] have expressed the opinion that thera
is no é&ubﬁ that we have the text of the New Testament
as it came from the hands of the original writers, in
999 words out of every thouseand, end that the one out of
every thousend sbout which there is still doubt,. in no
instanc? affaeta the meaning of any vital doctrine of the
Churchﬁ s tal S

‘ Eurﬁhar, &eﬁserv&tlve ?rotestantiﬁm bslie?as in th@
genuinaneﬁs (vallaity ef autharahip} aﬁ tha Bible. Thﬁ auth0r~

ship of the ﬁl& Testament is validateé by the apprmval af

| 10 A, R. Fausset, Bible Cyclopsedia (New York: Funk
& Wagnalls Compeny, 1892), Pe 803, 2. ooy
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st.1l Regarding the New Testament, it may be observed

« +« « We can trace the text back to the second century
within & generation of the time when the apostles were
living. « +» « The fact that at this early daste there was
no question in the mind of anyone as to the writers of
the books themselves, is one of the strongest proofs that
the books weri written by the men who are said to have
written them.18 | :

Another iﬁp@rtaﬁt teaching of the ﬁbrmﬂﬁ ﬁhﬁreh, which

ontrary to Conservative Protestantism, is that revelation

comes enly‘threughrthe'prieﬁthﬁed¢~ They ¢laim that the

correct interpretation of scripture rests in the hands of this

rest

ored priesthoed. To present a comparison of Conservative

Protestantism to this position, the suthor finds it necessary

to state first the durstion of the three éistincﬁ laws in the

01d

Testament, namely; civil, ceremonial, and moral.

The e¢ivil portions of the Law belonged to Isreel as a
nation, Since Christianity was regarded as a religion
of universal import, these ciwvil restrictions could not
possibly be binding upon fthe Churech . . . for in Christ
there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female; fOr ye are all
one in Christ Jesus (Gal, 3:28) [itallics in originaij.

-+ . . Likewise, also, the ceremonial rites found their

offices im the proper instruetion of those who observed
them. They admittedly pointed forward to Christ as their

- perfect fulfilment, Hence 5t., Paul argues that when we

were children, were in bondasge under the elements of the
world; but when the fulness Of the time was come, G0d
sent forth his Son, mede Of a woman, made under the law,
to redeem them that were under the law, that we might

11 5ee John 7:19; Luke 24:44-45; John 5:39.
13~F&usset, op. git., p. 207.
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receive the adoption of sens (Gal. 4:3~8). Wherefore the
law wes our schoolmaster to Yo bring us unto Christ, that we
might be justified by faith. DBut after that Falth is
come, We are mo longer under a schoolmaster (Gal. 3:24,25)
Titalics in origina%f”

As respects the moral law, Christ did not abolish it,
but declared his intention to deepen and vitalize it. And
this He did because &s such, the moral law is God's will
for all men, and not necessarily entangled with the
accidents of religious ceremonies or civil obligations,

It belongs to the nasture of man~-~is the law of His true
being and could not be sbrogated without the destrnctzen
of humen in its higher spiritual aspects.Ld

The next point is in relation to the %elehize&ek
Priesthood. GonservatiVe ?ratestaﬂtlsm believes that Christ
alone is after the order of Melchizedek, and that this priest-

hood is not trensferable. "'Christ's priesthood, whieh is

after the order of Melchlizedek, does 'not pass from one to

ano ther' (Hebrews 7:24. . .), for 'He ever liveth', not need-

ing . « . to tramsmit the priesthcod to successors.”14 |
Another teaching af the Yormon ﬁhurch, ia that revela-

tion is the rock upcn which the eharch is built. Th%y cenalu&e

from this p051t10ﬁ that eantinueus revel&ticn 13 neeess&ry

for the exisﬁence of the church. Their basis for this belief

is founﬂ in Matthew 16 13~19. Gonservativa ?Teteétantism

does nct believe revel&tlsn ta ba the rock but rather that
Christ is ‘bhe rock upon whom the chureh is built. This
pesitiem is ﬁtateﬁ in the fellowing exegesls ef Eatthew 16 13-19:

13 wiley, op. cit., I, 205.
14 Pausset, ops cib., D. 581,
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To understand who is "The Rock™ we must go back to Peter's

statement "Thou art the Christ™., In saying this Peter had in
mind

« « » the Fulfiller of all the expectations of the Hebrew
people. . . o One who should merge in His own perssnallty
the great offices of Priest and King.
. To ?etar, than, the~3@n‘af man was ﬁeen as the Messiah,
the Administrator of the will and way of God, as the
Son, bearing unique relationship to God, and the living
God as the ultimste fact.

It is %0 that ultimate fact that the definite reference
was undoubtedly made, when our Lord sald *Upon this
Rock I will build My Chureh.'l5

If we trace the figurative use of the word "Roek"™ throughout
the Hebrew Scripture, we discover that it is always symbolical
of God. The Rock therefore is the living God.

The trinity and doctrines of God, Christ, and the Holy

Spirit. To adequately present the ?rue\christian concept of
the doctrine bf God, one must begin with the trinity. Tha
trlnltarian belief immedlately sets off the Shrxstian viaw ~

of God from all othars.‘ It is therefore, umiq&e and has no
parallel elther in the histery of religion or phllesophy.

There have baen meny gr@upa outsida the Hebrew Christian tradi-
tien that have p051te& a persenal God, but in these systems
there has been either one or many. @his preblem of one or

many gads has been resolved in the trinity Whieh teachea a

15 ¢, Cam@bell msrgan, Peter and the snureh (Rew‘Yerk:
Fleming H. Revell Gompany, 19387, pp. 15,16.
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monotheism (one God} and also teaches three divine persons
within the trinity (which denies plurality of Gods).

Pﬁaef for the trinity must come essentially through
revelation, The fact that there are three persons within
" the divine essence and yet there is one God cannot be explained
through reason alone. This does not meen that the trinity is
irrational, but it does mean that there is a mystery of God-
liness which does not have a duplicate in this world., Serip-
ture does teach unity and triunity within the Godhead. 1In
the 014 Testament we have references %o the unity of God., "1
am‘the first, and I am the last, and beside me there is no
God" (Isaish 44:6). "Hear, 0 Israel; The Lord our God is one
Lord™ (Mark 12:29}. 1In the New Testament we have clear
references to the trinity. ™Go, ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing theﬁ in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost" (Matthew 28:19). "The grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen" (II Corinthians
13:14}).

- I% 1s necessary to turn to the E&w'TeatamEnt for the
most complete disclosure of the Trinity. The reason for this
is two~-fold. First, it is in the mystery of the incarnstion
that this truth comes into clear vision., Christ, the second
person of the Trinity, unveiled God in a marvelous way through

his earthly mission. "For God, who commanded the light %o
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shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give .

- the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face

of Jesus Christ™ (II Corinthians 4:6). Christ declared him-

~ self to be God co-equal with the Father. The sscond reason
is that tha Holy 3pirit was ﬁet fully manifested as the third
person ef the Trinity until after Panteacst. In the ﬁl&
:Taatamsnt the Snirit 18 mentianed in rel&tion to God by such
phrases as “his spirit“ But Pentecost markﬁ the tlms whan
the thiré person of tha trinity comes in his full reprasanta-
‘tlen ané glory, This campletes the revelatlcn of tha trlnity.
ﬁarl Hanry made the follaw1ng statem&nt eoneernlng this reve-
lation of the E‘ather, Son, and slairim ' "As God is not known
cleerly in His Father-Son iden%ity until the iﬂcarnaﬁion, 80
'He is not knawn clearly in His spirlt 1dentity untll Penta-
cost."16 -

The relaﬁlanshlp of the F&ther, Son, end ﬂaly Spirlt
within the Trlnity is im@artant¢ The terms Father &nﬁ San
are persenal ﬁistimetxens within the divine n&ture, &nd ss‘
are the terms Father and the Syirit. The way we most clearly
knew the relationahip wiﬁﬁim the trinlty is through the
m1331ons undertaken in the divine economy. The Father sent
H th@ San 0 prov1de reéemptiaﬁ. The Son sent the Spirit to
administer the reﬁemption provided by Christ. These nemes do

16 Henry, op. cit., p. 117.
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not refer to a natural relation of fether, son but are rather
accommodating terms. Likewise the Holy Spirit does nét~mean‘
that it only is Spiri% (all persons of the trinity are spirit)

but rather refers to the office of making men holy.

écd the ?ather. To formilate & defiﬁitien one mnst,
establish eertain 1imits~ this is the meaning sf‘éefinitioa;
It may be seen therefore, that the human mind can never dafine
God who is unlimited. Only the infinite can eomprehené the B
iﬁfinite.  God is represented in the Bible as ", . . dwalling

in the light which no- man can approaeh unto; whem no man hath

’seen, nar can see. . « «" (I Timothy 6.16}. The nearest

approaeh to a deflnltian of Goﬁ is found in Exbans~3:14£ ", ; .
I AM THAT I AM . . WM This referenae asserts His existence‘
without attempting to prove it and further deelares that His
essence can enly bs known by Himself.

Evidence on every hand indicates that man has sought

- God in hisjdarkenaé sinful condition, but the result has been

pagen religion inconsistent and out of harmony with what God
really is. Therefore, it is observed that man cannot seek
end find God, but rether God must seek and find men, This
He has dome through special revelstion. What we know of God
in his essential nature has come through the revealed Word

(Bivle) and reached 1ﬁs clearest manifestation in Christ.
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Turning to a consideration of the nature of God, it
should be observed that He is essentially Spirit. *God is a
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him im spirit
and truth®" (John 4:24; Cf. II Corinthieans 3:17). This means
that God is not confined to a temporal body. fﬁa'i$ nct
material in any form. He is rather distinet from nature (omni-
present) being its auther and governor.
God is also perfect., He is-in no sense progressing.
He is ™'a Being or nature of infinite perfection; ., . . upon
which all things else depend, and by which all things af&
governed,'"17 He is perfect, complete, and free from limit
or variability. He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.
. The nature of God may_&laa be viewed as Holy - love.
This is the basis of His moral attributes. He 1s holy, and
therefore righteous and just. He is love, and therefore

- merciful eand longsuffering.

Ohrist. Christ is God, the second person of the trinity.
He 15 cé%aqﬁéi in glary,ﬂpcwer,kaﬁﬁkmajeaty with the ?atﬁery |
ﬁhénkﬁhrisi eﬁterad ﬁhis woria through the incafnatian and
péftaék of human naturé,ywé witnessed the manifestation of
God in thé f1esh,' The nature of His birth is a éardinal doe-
trine of the Christian faith. If one denies thé¥virgiﬁ birth,

17 Benjamin Field, Handbook of Christiasn Theolo
(London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1881), p. L, eiting §is§ap
Pearson On the Creed, Article 1.
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he must deny the God=-man, and in turn must deny the effective-
ness of the plan of salvation. The Bible teaches that Christ
was born of the Virgin Mary. He had no earthly father.
Rather, he was conceived bykthé Hsiy Spirit. ". . . that
which is conceived im her [Christ] is of the Holy Ghost"
{Matthew 1:20). ™ind the angel answered and said unte her,
the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing
which shall be borm of thee shall be called the Son of God”
(Luke 1:35}.

~The distinetion should be made that Christ has two
natures and one person. These two natures are divided as
follows: first, human naturé; and second, divine nature.

The manhood of Christ was in every respect like ours
except he was born free from depravity. ". . . Our Lord's
human nature wes assumed under conditions which properly belong
to man, and uaﬂérweﬂt a process of development in common with
other men, sin only sxceptaéﬁ"lg Seripture teaches that Christ
had & human body (John 12:287; Matthew 11:29) and a soul
(Matthew 26:38; Luke 10:21).

Also, Christ haé a divine naturé, he was deity. As
God he c¢laimed for himself divine attributes (John B:58;
Matthew 26:20; 11:27; 18:20). He also claimed the power to

18 wiley, op. cit., II, 175.
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forgive sins (Matthew 9:2-6; Mark 2:5-12). This provided a
great stumbling block ta the Jews for in claiming %o forgive
sins he was assuming a prerogative of God, Christ also
accepted worship (Matthew 14:32), and claimed to be the final
judge of all men (Matthew 7:21-23). One outstanding credential
used by Christ as proof of his deity was the performance of
miracles.
Theugh $hrxat had two natur@a* he had but one persono
He was not a mixture of tw& persaaalities“‘ The incarnati@a
was a union of a divine person with human nature and not with
a human person. Perhaps this unibn cah bé more clearly‘uhder~
stood by aompariﬂg it with the person an& natura of men.
"In man, one persen subsists in twe natures - one immatérial
or s@iritual the Other material or Dhysleal. In Qhrlst . o
the one person aubsiste& in ﬁwo natures - thm dlvina and ‘the
human, .. Wm1® u | o |
- The assumption of human natura by Ghrist was a parmanent

eandensatloa. He wiil passess hls glariflaé boéy theugh@ﬁt

etérnity.

Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the third person of -
the trinity. He is co-equal and co-eternal with God the Father
and Christ. "The name of God, His attributes, His works and

19 1pid., 1I, 183.
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His worship are all applied to the Holy Spirit."20 fThe Holy
Spirit is & person Jjust as the Father and the Son, and has
all the ettributes of the PFather and Son, including omnipresence.
As was suggested in the study of the triniﬁy, there
has been é~pragressiva reveletion of the Holy Spirit to the
chureh, which revelation was made full at Pentecost. The Hely
Spirit
+ + « could not come as the administirator of Christ's
atoning work until His earthly ministry was completed,
Hence the Holy Spirit could not be fully revealed until
| after the death, resurrection and glorificetion of Christ,fl
Wnile the full dispensation of the Holy Spirit. did not begin
until Pentecost, the Spirit Himself, as the third person was
operative from the beginning both in creation and providence,
Also, the Holy Spirit has functioned in the capacity of
revealing the will of God to men., We also have evidence in
the Cld Testament of persons being elothed with the Spirit,
‘espeaially;ta accomplish important tasks,
The offices of the Holy Spirit are twofold. He is the
gift of God and the giver of gifts. "He is the gift of the
glorified Christ to the church, and sbides within it as a

creating and energizing presene@‘“zg As the gift, He provides

20 Ipid., I, 405.
33. Ibié‘* s LI, 303,
38 Ibi&p; Izt 315‘
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the fruits of the Spirit in the Christian's life (G&latiaﬁa
5:28,23), This is in reference to character. As the giver
of gifts, he provides endowments for special vocations
(I Corinthisns 12:8-10). 1In conclusion, it may be sald that
the ™Hely Spirit is now the agent of both the Father and the
Son, in whom they hold residence (John 14:23), and through

whom men have acecess to God.n23

| The doctrines of crestion end the fall. Creation is
the wark of almighty God wha has Within ﬁimgélf all the powers
essential to spesking worlds into axisténce. It wasnnbt‘
necessary that God create for he is perfect and complete in
Himself. Creation was a free act which took nothing from
his essential nature and added nothing to 1it.

The purpose for creation may be seen Tirst in that it
reveals the g8lory, beauty, and orderliness of God. Also,
creation expresses God's desire for fellowship with a created
being. The perfect fellowship of the trinity, bound in love,
desired to express this intimate relation with a moral being.
This essentially was the purpose for creating man,

Before proceeding to the scts of creation, care should
be taken to note that matter, in whatever form it might

assune, is not eternsl, The 0ld and New Testament nowhere

23 1vid., II, 316.
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admits of this pagan materialistic concept. The word bara
used in Genesglis 1:1 has the meaning to create out of non-
existence., (This is the most highly favored use of the term
among Hebrew scholars). The Mormon Church teaches that there
has been an eternal progression of God and matter (through
‘being reformed by God). This belief must conelude that there
is no originsl cause. But this.
"+ s« « hypothesis involves a manifest soatfaﬁieti@a;~
inasmuch as, while each being or existence in the series
is aapyasa@ to be caused by that which proceeded it, the
whole series together is caused by nothing . . . Lthiﬁ
is only] going back with the difficulty. It offers no
explanatlan of original exis%eacs.

ﬁgalmst the §agan materiallstla concept of ﬁormenism, the

Ghrlstlan pasition is that Ga& is the flrst cause, He is

underived indepe&demt and the cause of all creaticn.

. The acts of creation were a;f@cted by the Father, aon,
ané Haly Spiri@. That 1is ﬁa say ell these were present and
aeﬁive.‘ “$h119 creation originates in the 1ova of Go& ané
is made affeetiva by the divine will, the Scrintures sgecifi-
cally state that in ‘this work both the Son and the Spirit are
asscciata& with the father*“%5 Henc&, we read in I Gerznthians

'8:6 that "o us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are

all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom

24 Field, op. cit., D« 2.
25 ywiley, op. cit., I, 446.
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are all things, 'and we by him.™ The Scriptures also record
that the Spirit moved upon the waters (Genesis 1:2), that is,
"brooded over the waters in the sense of bringing order and
beauty out of chaos,"26 |

"“?he acts of creation ere recorded in Genesis 1. There
are three specifiec levels, namely, material substance (Genesis
1:1), animal life (Genesis 1:81), and spirit or personality
(Genesis 1:27). Each time these three levels of creatiom aré
mentioned the Hebrew word bara ocecurs.<? Other places im =
Genesis one the words yestar and gsah sppear and is translated
make. In none of these instances, where the word bara occurs,
is an attempt made at proof that God created, it is merely a
stated fact. The proof rests upon the nature of God and faith.
"Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by
the word of God, . . ." (Hebrews 11:3).

Men is the crowning creation of God., The earth was
adapted to meet his needs., Herein we see that the gerden of
Eden as the‘mast ﬁérfect‘enviranment for man. The aceount of
men's crestion is recmrdé& in Ganesis 1:27 and 2:7. The‘first

reference is anticipatory and the second is actusal.

26 Loc. Qyitry

27 Ibig., I, 458,459, citing Adem Clark as follows:
"tThe rabbins, who are the legitimate judges in a case of
verbal eritieism of their own language, are unamimous in
asserting that the word basra [italies in originall expresses
commencement of the existence of a thing.'"
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- HMan is created both material and immaterial or body
and spirit. The immaterial may be considered in its CGodward
and mesnward aspects as spirit and soul.®8 These aspects are
inseparable. The image of God in mam includes the rational
anéfmarﬁi. The rational image makes man different from the
lower animal ereation. This rationality may b® divided into
spiritualivy, kn@wle@ga,,an& immortality. Spirituality is
the deepest fact in the likeness of man to God,=9 Enowledge
is m&k'ﬁ ability to think snd commune with God.90 Immortality
was the state of created man both materially and spiritually.

"The moral image 1is seen in the Tact that men was

created holy. This holiness was dependent upon the intimste
presence ef the Holy Spirit. I% could not become ethical
until man had proven hinmself faithﬁui, “Al1l ereatures other
than men reflect God's perfection, but to men is added "His

image™,

Fall. When man was created aﬁd-plaead in the garden
he was put‘on probation. Bykprabatiaa iéfmeamt e proving |
or testing period. This testing time was for the purp@éé of

providing m&n‘with the éppértanity Of chooSiﬁg'tc obey his

28 gee I Corinthiens 5:3; 6:20; Psalms 42:6; I Thessa-
lonians 5:83; Hebrews 4:12.

29 506 Hebrews 12:9; Acts 17:27.
30 gee Golossians 3:10.
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ereator. Should this choice be made man would become ethieally
holy and would enjoy walking in the pure light of God's presence,
without broken fellowship. Being placed on probation, however,
made possible a choice which would result inm disobedience and
immediate separation from God. It must be clearly established
that when Adam and Eve were placed in the garden they had
sufficient will to continue in holiness, but no so much as to
make‘a iapsa into sin impessible.‘ Their anvir@nménﬁ was the
very best far‘thay haécgarfect~phyaiaa1 é@néitionsg“ o

‘Tﬁa~ecc&sien of the ﬁeﬁptatien wéé tha‘trée of the
knowledge of good and evil. This tree when placed in the
garden represented "man's constant dependence upon God." Also
the "tree of life was intended as an emblem of that life which
man should ever live, praviéa&‘ha'eantinuaﬁ in obedience to
his meker."3l The very name of this tree is significant.

The phrase good and evil refers to the faet that "'man . ., .
ought to know evil only as a possibility that he has over-
cmmeg“éa ~The‘fxuit‘of this tree was prohibited; not because
it was wrong to eat fruit but that God had commanded them not
to. To disobey, meant open rebellion to the known will of
God., The fact should be stated here that the placing of the

31 wiley, op. cit., II, 55,
32 1pid., II, 56. .
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tree in the garden was a blessing for it provided a constant
reminder against wrong choices.,

The agent used in the temptation was Satan, a fallen
angel, who had rebelled agasinst God in heaven. It is important
to observe that the essential nature of Satan's disobedience
centered around the unholy desire of becoming like God.

How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the

morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which

. didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine

heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne

above the stars of God: . . . I will ascend above the

heights of the clouds; I will be like %to most High

Titalics not im original] 99 ‘
HEssentislly this same temptation was presented to Adam and
Eve for Satan promised that they would beecome like gods should
they disobey. Here then is the core of sin, rebellion ageainst
God, setting up oneself as adequate authority to rule all of
life. When Satan tempted Adam and Eve he presented God's
good gifts in a false light. Temptation beecame thersfore, en
attempt to satisfy a legitimete desire outside the realm of

legitimacy. Thé place of Adam and Eve in the fall was essen=

tially the same, that of disobedience. "The waggg~bai§g,

beguiled fell into ftransgression: And when Adam yielded fto

the enticement of Eve, he only proved that he had already

consented %o her act; he aslso fell into transgression [italies

33 Isaiah 14:12-14.
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in origim&l}. His sin wes disobedience"S%4 though he was not
beguiled.

Special attention should be directed %o the fact that
though God permitted the fall, he d4id not will it. God's very
nature (holy~love) speaks out sgainst sin. In its smallest
form and in its most secret place it is condemned to severity.
There 18 not one single verse in the Bible that ssnctions
sin, On the contrary, everywhere sin is exposed for what it
really is -~ enmity against God.

The awfulness of sin may be seen in the result it
incurred. First, man lost the abiding presenee of the Haly
Spi*it Whe was the mrgaﬁizing prinaipla of 11?@, there caulé
be no harm@nious order in man s total meskeup. man went fram
aﬁ @rganiZed perfect ereation to chaﬁs. ﬁacond, there arose
the birth of an ev11 eensclanc@ and Shame. One mﬁweﬁt‘aféer
Adam and Eve sinned, they wauld have glven anything to recall
their act. Eﬂay ran and hi& from the haly praseﬁae of @3@
where before they had haa sweeﬁ fellowship. thrﬁ th@ absence
cf the Holy 5ﬁirit and tha birth af‘an evil canﬁeleace is
evideﬁee that man's nat&re beeame depraved. (This depravity
was extensive [thrsuwhautl Adem acting as the federal head

of the emtire human family became the first ?OS&%SSGI and

34 @illiam Burt Pope, A ﬂ@mpeﬂalam of Christian Theoloﬂy
(sac@nﬁ edition; New York: Phillips & Hunt for vols. I & 1L
[n. d.] and London: Weslyan Conference Office for vol, I1II,
1880}, II, 18,
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transmitter of this depraved nature. In Genesis 5:3 Adam
begat children in his own likeness after this image. This
image was a depraved nature as is evident in the fact that
the werlﬁ;b@eam@ so corrupt that it repented God that he had
made men. Fourth, man*siintelligena@ became é&rkeneﬂ. Before
the fall Adem had named the animals and evidently had a high
state of intélligeﬁea, but with the fall eaﬁé a &grk&neﬁ and
dulled intailigenéa. Thefé were phyaical‘aff@cts to the féll
also which cause misery and pain to both sexes of The humen

race.

Selvation. Salvation is the universal redemptive weork
of Christs It is the one way provided by Ged whereby fallen
humanity may be restored ﬁs fellowship with its ereator. In
this presentation the subjeet of salvation shall be divided
into three areas, namely, sin end its conseguences; Christ
and his work; benefits of the atonement. -

Teo properly eveluate the redemptive work of Christ
one mast understsnd the origin eand nature of sin.  As pre-
viously noted, sin commeneed (in the human family) in Adam.
As the first man, Adam wes both the natursl and federal or .
representative head of the human race. As the representative
head, Adam involved all his posterity in the fall resulting

in the inheritance of & depraved nature.




124
~ The nesture of the penalty issuing from sin was twofold.
First, there was physical, spiritual, and eternal death in
relation te man. Second, natural order wes cursed. The
purpose for this penalty was to vindicate the Justlce of God

which was a display of mercy in relation to justice.

Ghriﬁﬁ and His work. Christ is represented as the last

édamél‘?his w&$‘ﬁrue bee&uga hé 1i§e& a p@rf@ct life ff@e fram
sin as &&ém did bvefore the fail‘ Having lived & parfeé%‘lifé
as man and being God, Christ stood in the place where he eould
mediate a plan of reconciliation between God and man. The
supreme motive for Christ's redewmpitive work was love. Humanity
did not deserve this act of mercy for the Bible relates that
“,A; + God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romsns 5:8).

The nature of the redemptive work of Christ is divided
into two parts. These two-fold aspects may be delfined by
ueing the words, propitiastion and reconciliation., By propi=
tiation 1is meant, that God and man are brought near. In
propitiation the divime nature of God (Holy-love) was satisfied.
Christ the God~man became the substitute for the humen race.
This viearious death expressad God's love for holiness and
His hatred for sin. Propitistion is grounded in God's nature.

Reconeciliation defines the finlished work of Christ

", « » having effected and exhibited the restoration of
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fellowship between God end men." 2 Reconciliation therefore,
is grounded in a God-man relationship. The relationship
between propitiation and reconciliation may be stated as
follows:

- God lays aside His displeasure asgainst mankind, being
propitiated in the intervention of His son; and all men,
through the ministry of reconcilistion, are invited to
enter into a state of acceptance with God, laying agide
their enmity. The former belongs te the work of Christ
as a decree of heaven fulfilled on earth; the latter
belongs to the same work as finished on earth and pleaded
in heaven, in the provision made for individual aecaptanse.aﬁ
Christ made the reconciliation of the human race %o God an
actual fact; however, certain conditions must be met to make
it a reality in individual lives. These conditions are con-
vietion, repentance, prayer, and faith. Convietion includes
a8 sense of lostness and deserved condemnation, and a vision
of love and mercy. Eepeﬁﬁaxee involves Godly sorrow, self
humbling, confession, surrender, forsaking of sin, and resti-
tutlons PFPrayer is the means whereby one requests forgiveness
and seeks salvation. Faith in its essentisl nature is forszking
all other help and trusting Jesus through his word. Faith
involves a mental ascent and simple trust, both of which are
necessary. One important fact about selvation in relation

to faith, is that we are not saved through works. No amount

%% 1pig4., II, 282.

36 Loc. cit.
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of good works will merit our salvation. It took the preciocus
shed Dblood of Jesus to do this, The proper relation of faith
to works is presented in Ephesiasns 2:8,9. Here we see that
we are ssaved by faith alone unto good works. "For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it
is the gift of God: Not of works, iest any man sbould boast.
For we are his workmsnship, crested in Christ Jesus unto good

WOTKSE o+ o e

 Benefits of atomement. The benefits of the stonement

may be‘ciaaaified;undef the heading5~ éxtént benefits, and
caaﬁiﬁimms§ The extent of the atmnement is ﬁwo~falé, nam@ly,
univaraal provialan, and 1mﬁ1v1dua1 appllcation aendltzaned
by f&lth and obedience. The uncondltioﬁal ban@fits are:
axten&eé existence anﬁ probation of man; rastcratlsn of all
té a $avesbleystatej restoration of the_ﬁdly 3pirit:ta tﬁe‘
race in a gmiékgniﬁg and awakening measure; gracious ability
given to man to cooperate with God in salvation; ultimste
triumph over Saten anﬁ hia pewers of evil* curse upon nature
to De born away.‘ The canamtisnal benefits are. initial
sa1vatlen 1nc1udlﬂg gugﬁifiaatlen, raganeratlan, 1n1t1a1
sanatificatlmn (personal eﬂrruptlon cleansed), adaptlcn,
Witaess of the spi;it, full salvatiag, 1nclaéing cleansing
fremsiahefiﬁaﬁ carruptiaﬁ*kan& s eém@lete iﬁéwalling'ofkthek
Holy ﬁpirit ‘preservation unto glorification (growth in

holiness}; anﬁ r@smrreatlan unto a glorified state.
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A statement must be made regarding the place of baptism
in salvation. Essentially it is a sign and seal of the
govenant of grace. As a sign it represents the Tact that
spiritual @urifica%i@g has teken place. The seal represents
the faithfulness of God to fulfill his covenant. Its adminis-
tration shaél&jfeliew only after clear‘é?idena@ that the
initial work of salvation has been wrought in the 1ife.27

Also, mention should be made thet the plen of redemption
is applicable to the individusl only in this life, for after
death comes the judgment. It has not been the purpose of
this study to prove the Bonservative Protestants’ position,
and therefore, the Scriptures in the Bible used by the Mormon
Church tc prove a second ohaﬁcs will not be ch&llenge& except
to mention that a careful study of the ccﬂt@xt wnere these
Scriptures are found will show that unwarranted foreed con-

elusions are dsrived.

II. CONTRAST

Method of procedure. The doctrines of Mormonism and

Conservative Protestantism have been presented. It now
remains to contrast these two positions. For brevity and
clerity, the author has chosen %o ch&rﬁ the contrast. Brief

statements of doctrinal positions will be listed in order as

87 gots 8:12.
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they have been presented in this study, If further information
is desired to help clarify any point, one may refer to the

presentation given in the preceeding chapters.

T
MORMONISM CONSERVATIVE PRQ ESTmRTISN
Revelation - Inspiration ‘Revelation - Inspiration
Revelation Revelation
1. Revelatien must be con- +1-1s Christ 1is the complete
tinuous because it is the revelation (of Gcﬁ) He is
uncovering of new truth, truth. ‘
2. Revelation is the founda- | 2. Christ is the foundation
tion of the ehurch. of the church.
Se Gmntinaous revelation is KN Salvation is by the
necessary to salvation. finished work of Ghris%Q
4, Rejection of continuous 4, Rejection of Christ means
revelation meens damnation. damnation,
5. Revelstion is received 5. Revselation is recorded in
{for the Mormon Church) the Bible where Holy men of
through the Melchizedek God were inspired to write.
Priesthood. Christ's mediatorial office
was after the order of
Eﬁlehiza&ek.

6. The keys of suthority are 6. Whosoever ﬁlll may come.
necessary in order to adminis-
ter salvation.

7. Individual members of the || 7. Christians may receive
Mormon Church may receive { 11llumination of Gsd's written
ﬁerssﬁal revelations. ,wara.‘

f*SQ The Bible alone gives to

8. The Book of Mormon, Pearl
| us God's objeetive rev&latianq

of Great Price, and ﬁoetrine
end Govenants are the word of
G’Gdo




MORMONISHM

CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANTISM

9. The Bible is fallible and
an inadequate guide to faith
and practice.

Inspiration

1. It is a divine impression
wrought by the Holy Spirit.

9. The Bible is infallible
and an adequate guide to
faith and practice.

Inspiration

1. Holy men spoke without

error as they were moved by

the Holy Spirit.

Trinity - God, Christ
and Holy Spirit

Trinity - God, Christ,
eand Holy Spirit

Trinitz

1. There are three saparats
G‘st' ’

2. There is unity in purpose,
power, and attributes betwasn
thasa three separate Gods,.

Se The tfinity is uﬁiquely
pagan.

4, There is no proof of the
Trinity.
1, God is material.

2, God and man different only
in daﬂree.,

3. 7 God h&a par%s and body.

Trinity

1. One God. The Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost are one God.

2. One God subsists in thrae
co-equal nersansg

3. The trinity is uniquely
Christian.

4, The deoctrine of the Triuns
God is revealed in Scripture.

 God

[1L. God is immaterial,

2., God and man different in
ﬁegra@ and kinﬁ,;

3. God =s spirit (immaterial}

does not have parts and body.



130

MORMONISH

CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANTISH

4, God is imperfect.

5. God is bhecoming.

6. God was once man,
7. God is n&t_emnigrggantg

“Christ

1. Christ is literally
begotten from God.

2. $hrisﬁ 18 materisl.

3 Christ was humanely con~
ceived. ;

4, Christ Qas not borm of a
virgin. {Adam was Christ's
natural father).

5‘1 Christ was a polygamist.

Hsig Splrit

1. ?he Hgly 3pirit is a per-
sonage of spirit.

2. The Holy Spirit is Divine
Fluid.

3. Every atom is a @art ef

the H@ly ﬁyirlty

4, God is abs&lute perfse~
Z:tiﬂﬁo e

5. God is.

8. God is immutable (unchang-
iﬁg)u .

7, God is omuipresent.

‘Christ
1. Christ is co-eternal with
GQ&«

2. Christ is material and
immaterial. He 1s a perfeet
blending of Eezty and humsn
nature. ‘

2, Ghrisﬁ‘was conceived of
the Holy Spirit.

4, Christ was born of th@
Vlrgln w&ry. ~ :

5* ﬁhriat 1iveﬁ afeal@bate
lif%qf‘ s : : :

Holy Spirit

1. The H@ly Spirzt i& a
Persons o

Z. The Holy Spirit is the
gpirit of truth.

5. The Holy Spirit is dis~
tinet from all matter.
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MORMONISHM

CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANTISH

4, The Holy Spirit alone is
omnipresent.

4, ZEach person. of the God-~
head is equal in all attri-
butes.

Creation and the Fall

Creation and the Fall

o

o
porr:

Creation

1. Matter is eternal.

2. Go& farm@é‘theyworlé from
ex1stant matter~

3¢ A1l men prawexiste& as
spirit beings.

4., All men were begotten in
th@ 3pirit warld.

5. Hlan was maée in the mater-
ial image of God (boéy and
p&rﬁs}‘ e

6.
to exaslt man @he may b%ecm@ a
G@ét : P

?. %ﬁn was created for etern
nal marriage and precreatxon
beyond this life. ‘

Fall

1. Satan is the younger
brother of Christ, the natural !
offspring of God.

The pnrp@se for ereation isg

Creatisn

1. HMatter is ereated thare=~
fore n&t @ternal“‘ :

2. God created the worlé ex
nihilo (from nothing).

3‘ ‘No member of the human
race pre-existed except Christ
who 1is Fod I

4. Man was created by God.

5., Man was creasted in the
image and likeness of God
{spiritual snd moral).

6, Mﬁn san never heeem& a
%d» . : ;

7. Marriage is for this life
only, there will be no pro-
creation in the next life.

?all

1. Satan is a ereated belng,
an angel,
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Mﬁaﬁnﬁzﬁm

CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANTISM

2. God glanne& and yurpesea
the f alle

3. Satan was used of ch to
initiate the fall.

4. The greatest commandment
given to Adam and Eve was to
multiply and replenish the
earth.

5. Adem wisely followed Eve

in sinning in order to fulfill

God's desires.

6. The fall was a blessing
because man became mortal and
could propagate the race.

7. The fall was a blessing
because man came to a know-
ledge of good through sin.

8. The fall was a blessing
because man could be exalted
to the position of a God.

9. The fall was a blessing
because our intelligence was
enlightened through Rﬂowleéga
of sin.

10. The fail was a blessing
because man exercised his
free will.

1l. The fall issued in de-
pravity of body, not spirit.

3

%

13,

1 5.

| to propagate the race.

‘ gc
; darkened intelligence.

| 10.
. his free will snd not sinned.

11,
| of spirit.

2., God permitted the fall,
but did not plan or purposs
it.

Satan's re%aliien issued

in sin, This was not God'ls

| will,

i 4.
| was to obey God.

The greatest commandment

Adem wilfully disobeyed
God, " This 4id not fulfill
God's desires.

God ereated Adam end Eve
This
power was not the result of
the fall. o

6.

7. Adam and Eve knew good
without experieneing sin.

8, Msn was never intended %o
be a2 God. ‘

Sin (through the fall)

Adam eould havé exéreise&

Fall issued in depravity
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MORMONISHM CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANTISM
Salvation Salvation
Atonement Atonement

1. Ged ylannaé the fall and
atonement.

2. Christ's death was a vi-
carious sacrifice.

Faith &nd Repentaﬂcs

1. Falth is assentlal to
repentance.

2. TFaith is trust in Christ.
3. Paith plus works appro-
priates salvation.

4., Repentance is essential to
salvation.

B&Qtism

1. Baptism is essential %o
salvation.

2, Sins are actually fcrgivan
in act OP baptlsm.

3. Immersion is the only sc~
cepted mode.

1. God planned the atonement
because @f the fall. ‘

2. uhrist's death was a vi-
carious sacrifice.

Z?Fai’r;h and Repantance

e ?aith is essenﬁi&l tu
repentance.

2., Paith is trust in Christ
as the God-man.

3. Faith alone appropriates
salvation.

4. Repentance is essential
to salvation.

Baptism ,
1. Baptism is an ordinance
to be administered after
regeneration.

2. Sins are forgiven only

| through faith in Christ,

3., Difference of opinion
within GQﬁS@T?&tlve Frotest~
antlsm. ‘
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MORMONISM

CONSERVATIVE PROTESTANTISM

Receiving the Holy Spirit

1. The Holy Spirit is received
by the laying on of hands.

2. The Holy ﬁpirit ia a pre-
gsent comforter,

3. The Holy Spirit provides
gifts for the church,

Prc%ision for the dead

1. There is constant preach-
ing in the spirit world.

2., Mormons are bsing baptized
for the dead by proxy.

Resulls of Salvation

1. Christ's death automatic~
ally provided for Adam's sin.

2. Individual sins must be
worked out.

3. Salvation is an awakening
of Divinity within.

4, There will be a bodily
resurrection. ‘

5. Man is exalted to become a

G‘Qda

6. The dead will have an
cpportunity to receive Christ.

Receiving the Holy Spirit

1. The Holy Spirit is re-
ceived by faith.

2. The Holy Spirit is a pre-
sent comforter.

3. The Holy Spirit provides
gifts for the church.

Provision for the dead

1e After death comes the
judgment, end eternal punish-
ment for the wiecked.

&. Baptism for the dead is
not a New Testament doctrine.

Results of Salvation

1. OChrist's death made avail~
able complete redemption.

2, Individual sins are for-
given through the cleansing
blood.

3. Salvation is the gquicken-
ing of the spiritusl nature.

4, There will be a bodily
resurrection.

5e
be

Redeemed humanity shall
glorified.

6. After death, there will
be the judgment and eternal
punishment for the wicked.
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CONSERVAT IVE PROTESTANTISM

Proper authority

1. 4 distinet priesthood
operates in the NMormon Chureh.

2+ The Melchizedek Priesthood
wag restored to Chureh under
Joseph Smith. :

&. There is no salvation .
outside the Mormon Churech.

Proper authority

1. There is a universal

priesthoed of believers.

2, Christ alome is after the
order of Melchizedek,

3. Salvetion is universal.
It is based on faith and
obadicnce.



CHAPTER VII .
CONCLUSION

The author of this study firmly believes that to
disregard the Bible as the infallible Word of God will in~
evitably lead into pathways of error. The study of the Mormon
Church, with its open repudiation of the Bible as the inerrant
Word, has confirmed this belief, Nowhere may one find a
religious movement which has embraced so many aentichristisn
views while c¢laiming %o be the only true body of Christendom.

The Mormon Church claims to have restored many precious
parts ofithe Bible. 1Its argument for these supposed restored
truths is based primarily uﬁon silence. Where the Bible has
little or nothing to say the Mormon Church has taken liberty
to develop large systems of thought. The éaetrinetof baptism
for the dead is a good example. Mormonism teaches that
baptism for the dead was administered in the wilderness
tabernacle, and that~$elom§a‘s~tample was & later scene for
these baptisms. Where are the facts to prove this .dogmatic
assertion? They are not to be~f0und in the 014 Testament or
in secular history. The Mormon Church answers that the Bible
has baan*sa~eorrapta§ that this teaching has been erased from
religious and secular literature.

Another importsnt doctrine of the Mormon Church based

primarily upon silence is the Melechizedek Priesthood. The




137
elaborate history of this priesthood, handed down from genera-
tion to generation, is nowhere to be found in the Bible. How
strange that God d4id not in at least one place clearly state
that this priesthood was after the order of man., Instead,
the Bible is very cleer in teaching that Christ alone is after
the order of Melchizedek.-

‘No one can claim to be Christian who posits a finite
progressing God (who was once man), It is evident that the
Mormon writers (in making God finite) have endeavored to read
into God what they have seen in men. The logical result has
issued in a materialistic concept of God.

In many of its teachings, the Mormon Church reveals
the fact that it has attempted to force into the Christianm
system those teachings it desires. A4 classiec example is the
belief in polygamy. Desiring to establish this view, Mormon
writers claim that Christ was a p@lygamist. Thé conclusion
follows that if the Son of God practicad polygamy it would -
certainly be righ% for his followers to do likewise.

Because of the false assumptions upon which this church
is founded, the system has necessarily become a complicated
bundle of error. For example, the fall, as taught by the
Mormon Churech, was planned of God, This teaching issued in
the belief that God was obligated to redeem men. This was
furtherk&evélcped by‘the doetrine of a second chance, God

has to give every pes$ib1e opportunity for repentance because
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he beceme liable to man through the fall., This and other
examples might be given as proof that g departure from God's
objective Word, the Holy Bible, issues in gross error.

‘This s*u&y has been presented with the sincere hope
that many might be profited in guarding against the Mormon
heresy., Meny laymen are seeking the truth about this move-
ment and it isAths duty of the minister to see that they ob-
tain the facts. This author firmly believes that if coupled
with & knowledge of Msrmenlsm the Conservative Protestants
are well versed in Bible truth aﬁd have a elear understanding
of the source and truatwo?thlﬁass of the Bible, they will be
prepared to assume the offensive when faced by Mormon Mission=-
aries. This suthor has Tound that a positive personal testi-
mony 1is the most effective weapon one can ase:against the
cult of Mormonism. This 1s true because the Msrm@ﬁ Chureh
teaches that one can never know he is saved while in this
life. How different this i1s from the testimony of the Apostle
Peul, ™. . . I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that he is able to keép that which I have cammi%taé unto him
against that day."l

1 IT Timotny 1:12.
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