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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM, DEFINITIONS, AND PROCEDURE

With William Carey (1792) the moderan period of mis-
sionary enterprise began., iissionary thinking and planning
were completely revolutionized by his appearance upon the

scene.

Hitherto missionary undertakings had been mere
isolated and spasmodic efforts on the part of individuals
or little groups, while the mass of the churches, min-
isters and members alike, remained utterly indifferent
and apathetic toward the condition of the pagan world.,
It was through Carey that there came an outburst of
general missionary zeal and effort such as had not been
since the days of the apostles, inaugurating a new era
of united, organized, and systematic operations which
have continued without abatement and with ever-widening
reach and increasing force to the present day.

This period of modern missions has been characterized by

intense interest in missionary methods.
I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. The question has been and

is today, which methods are truly apostolic and the most
effective in producing lasting resultst® The purpose for
this study of Bishop William Taylor's missionary methods is
(1) to discover the particular methods which he himself em-

ployed; (2) to compare the conditions under which Taylor's

1Rebert Hiall Glover, The Progress of World-Wide Missions
(New York: Harper & Brothers P Publishers, 19397, Pp. 94, 95.
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methods were applied with conditions as they prevail today
and as they prevailed at the time of Paul, the greatest
missionary; (3) to compare his methods with the successful
Nevius methods and the Pauline methods; and (L) to discover
some basic principles for missionary work which do not change

in any age.

3ustificatioh of the study. Perhaps there is no man

in missionary history who so deserved the title of world
missionary as did william Tgylet. "He is said to have vis-
ited in the course of his missionary work every English-
speaking country in the world."2 This man considered the
world his parish in even a broader sense geographically than
Wesley had illustrated.3 bBecause he encircled the globe in
the interest of eternal souls and apparently met with extra-
ordinary sueccess, a consideration of his methods is entirely
worthy of investigation. This study should prove of much
value to those who are desirous of being missionaries, for
it will make one aware of the time~proven and tested means
of accomplishing the mlssionary purpose. wmethods, in impor-

tance, are second only to the motives which prompt one to

2"William ‘Taylor,® Encxclogedia Americana, XXVI, 302,

37. M. Buckley, A History of the siethodists in the
United States (Vol. V, American church History, 13 vols.;
New YOTK: The Christian Literature vompany, 1896), p. 558.




leave home, friends, and comforts, and to go to the less

privileged.

Historical background. A great‘deal of research has
been done in the paét on the subject of method. #en con-
tinually re-evaluate the methods in use to see if they are
acoamplishing the desired resulté,‘éﬁd if'they are in harmony
with the methads cf the Aﬁostolic church. 7The usual seminary
library‘is well stocked with volumes pertaining to missionary
methods. bishop Taylor was himself the author of one such

book, entitled Pauline Methods of Missionary Work (1889).

It is a subject that cannot be neglected when dealing with
world-wide missions. The Nevius Plan, which has within it
many new methods, has not only been presented as theory, but
has been worked with unparalleled success in one corner of

the world, Korea.
IT. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

The missionary. By the term missionary, it is assumed
in this paper that Christian missionary is meant. Christian
missionaries are those who proclaim the Gospel to the uncon-
verted e#érywhere according to the command of Christ.t From

the Latin word, mitto, meaning "I send", comes the word

Lglover, op. cit., p. 21.
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missionary, which literally means the "sent one."? A mis-
sionary may also be called an apostle which means the same,
but has its derivation in the Greek word, apostello, meaning
"I gend." Thus there is a three-fold implication in the
term "missionary", a‘sender, one sent, and one to whom hé is
sent.6 God is the sender,‘the missionary himself is the
messenger, and the unconverted are the recipients of God's

message.

The method. By method is meant the means by which
one carries the good news of’salvation to those who have
not heard. It is not limited to the modes of operation by
missionaries on the field, such as teaching, preaching, and
distributing tracts; but includes also the means employed
by the home board in securing funds tb send out the mission=-
aries, and the principles which govern the mission board
on such matters‘as the entrance of a new field of labor.’
”hroﬁghout the thesis, the use of the Authorized

King Jemes Version has been employed for Bible references.

5Glover, loc. clt.
6LOC o‘ clit.

7Chalmers kartin, A ostoiic aﬁd iodern Missions
(New York: Fleming H. éeveii Company, l§9§7, p. 128,



IITI. THE PROCEDURE FOLLOWED

Limitations of the study. It was not assumed that in

this brief investigation an exhaustive study of missionary
methods could be made, nor was this the purpose. The methods
of Bishop William Taylor will be considered, and these will
be compared and criticised in the light of other pfoven
methods. This study is limited also to those materials
found in library research. The evidence on this subject,
outside of Taylor's own wfitings, produced a further limi-

tation.

vomparison with basic works. Though a great deal of

writing and research has been done in the field of missionary
methods, the subject has not been approached in this manner
previously. Bishop Taylor has written the story of his life,
and has shown in his works what methods he endorsed and
promoted; but his methods have not been studied critically
by an unprejudiced onlooker in so far as this writer could

discover,.

Organization of the remainder of the thesis. Zach of

the following chapters deal with a different period or phase
in Yaylor's missionary career. First, Taylor is considered
as a missionary to talifornia, the newly acquired territory

of the United States. Secondly, Tayler is viewed as a world
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evangelist, at which time he did extensive service in Aus-
tralia and in Africa, Thirdly, he is studied as the promoter
of missionary enterprise in India, South America, and in
Africa., It is the author's purpose to note from each country
the type of methods used, the political and environmental
factors, and thgse basic principles which are unchangeable.
The final chapter is a summary of all conclusions from the
earlier chapters, and a gathering of all the interpreted
data. From these findings some basic principles or methods

are presented which can be put into practice in this day.



- CHAPTER II
THE HOME MISSIONARY

From the year‘1852 to11856 Willism Taylor carried on
the work of the miniétry within the United States. This k
was his early missionary period, when he was beginning to
shape his nethods. In this chapter his background is con-
sidered_briefly,~f0r‘it’revéals his preparation for the work,
Secondly,‘the matter of missionary motives is discussed, for
the methods which Taylor used in his mountain circuits, his
city ministry, and in his California mission field are pre-

sented and criticised.
I. HIS BACKGROUND

His heritage. Rockbridge Uounty, Virginia was the
birthplace of William Taylor on liay 2, 1821. He was the
first of the eleven children born to Stuart and Martha‘Taylor.
William's father, a tanner by trade, was soundly converted
in 1832 at a iethodist camp meeting with the result that he
became a real winner of souls, his wife being the first
convert. The family then transferred from the Presbyterian
church to the methodist. At the early age of six William
experienced a conscious forgiveness of sins, but soon backslid.

It was not until he was twenty years old that he was reclaimed,
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being made spiritually alive once more. The heritage of his

Godly home hed borne abundant fruit.t

Harly ministgx. After teaching a few months in 1842

in the schoolhouse, Taylor began serving‘as a circuit préacher.
He continued in the regular ministry from 1842 until he was
sent}to valifornia as a missionary in 1849. His experience
as a iethodist circuit rider was full of excitement and hard-
ship, but was well rewarded in souls saved. He served the
¥ranklin, Fincastle, and the Sweetsprings Uircuits and in
1846 he was united in marriage with Annie Kimberlin, a con-
‘vert of the Fincastle Circuit. Earlier in the same year,
Taylor was appointed to Georgetown, where he served faith-
fully for two years. <YThe last pastorate which he held before
taking the california mission appointment was the North
Baltimore otation, having a membership of about eighteen
hundred.2
| In 1849 Mr. and irs. Taylor accepted sSishop Waugh's
appointment as missionaries to talifornia. w#ith great
expectancy they sailea from Baltimore around Vape Horn,
arriving in San Franeciseo one hundred and fifty-five days

later.B‘ ihey brought with them a furnished chapel supplied

lyilliam Taylor, Story of uy Life (New York: Zaton
and mains, 1896), pp. 1-%3,

2Ibid., De 97.
BIbid.’ Pe 106.



10
by the Baltlmore churches so they were ready for rapidly
growing California of the’gold rush days. JIsaac Owen of
Indiana was the first appointed missionary to California,
but because he travelled overland with wagons and oxen, he
arrived later than Taylor.h The foundations for methodism
there were laid by laylor, who gave seven years of his life

in California, accomplishing tremendous results for God.5
II. THE MISSIONARY KOTIVE

Glover's definition. Basic to 'the missionary work is

the matter of one's motives, that which prompts one to take
the Gospel to the unconverted. Glover6 classifiedlmetives
into‘two types, external and internal. <The extefnal motive
has to do with the external faects and is based on the con-
dition of the heathen, temporally unfortunate, morally de-
praved, and spiritually lost. The internal motives are
those based on internal experience and one's consideration
and relation to Jesus Christ. Under this heading come the

motives of loyality, or obedience as good servants of the

Ay, M. Buckley, 4 History of iethodists in the United
States (Vol, V, American Church History, 13 Vols.; iew York:
The Christian Literature Uompany, Iggg), p. 487,

SKenneth Scott Latourette, Lhe Great Century (Vol, IV,
A History of the &txpansion of Christianity, 7 vols.; iew York:
HaTrper & Brothers ?gblishers, 19417, p. 191.

6Robert Hall Glover, The Progress of World Wide kissions
(New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1939), DD. 23-20,
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Masber; gratitude, or fthankfulness for the abundant riches
of God's grace; and love; both for God who first loved us
and for all men for whom Christ died. The internal motive
of love 1s the very highest motive, and all others are sub-

sldiary to and included in it.

5rown 8 definltlon. Arthur Judson Brown’ has given a

slightly different approach to the problem of the missionary
motive, although in substance it is the same. <The two kinds
of motives with which he deals are the primary and‘the sec-
ondary. A genuine Christian experience, the evident need of
the world for Christ, and Christ's command of "go!l" are all
given as primary motives., ‘The motives of a secondary char-
aoter, Which are effects rather than causes, include the
philanthropic, intellectual, commercial, civilizing, and
historical motives. He states that the internal motive of

a real experience in Christ can be replaced by no external

authority, however commanding.

Paul's motives. Paul the Apostle, the greatest mis-
sionary the world has ever known, was well able also to set
forth the missionary motives. It was the internal motive
of love which set him aflame for Jesus Christ, and sent him
to the uttermost parts of the earth with the message of

salvation. He was made a minister of the Gospel by Jesus

7hrthur Judson Brown, ithe Foreign missionary (New
York: Fleming H. Revell uompany, l932§, Pp. 13-28,
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Christ.® It was the love of Christ which constrained? Paul
to make known the Words éf Life to those who had never heard,
in spite of severe persecution, sufferings, deprivations,
afflictions, and various other types of opposition.la Paul
was not ashamed of the Gospel because he knew of its power
in his own life,ll and because he was sent by the Une who
had redeemed him.12 He became a missionary immediately after
his Damascus Road experience, at which time he became a new
ereature in Christ. It was his conversion which gave Yaul
that inner missionary motive, for by it he was made a debtor
to the unsaved,IB For Christ he suffered the loss of all
things.14 There was felt by Paul such an urgency and neces-
sity, that he said "Woe is unto me if I preach not the gos-
pelinls

Taylor's motives. Having shown that Brown, Glover,

and Paul are in common agreement as to that whiech is fund-

8Colossians 1:23.

91II Corinthians 5:1kL,
10Romans 1:16.
1111 Corinthians 11:24-28.
121 Corinthians 1:17,
13Rromans 1:14.
thhilippians 3:8,
151 Corinthiaﬁs 9:16.
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amental and basic in impelling one to "go for God," it will
be necessary to show whether or not william Taylor possessed
such motives., DLid Taylor have a vital Christian experience
by which his heart was shed abroad with God's love? There is
no reason to doubt his own testimony and that of others in
this regard. ‘<The conversion experiencel6 which Taylor found
at the‘age of twenty was that for which he had sought six
long years, and for which his hungry heart desired. The Lord
gave him a love for God, a love for the brethrenp,and un-
speakable joy. His dread of falling coupled with love and
sympathy for the lost led him to work zealously for God.
Because of his extreme shyness, such a fear of offending
God seemed necessary in order to keep him abreast of his
opportunities. God confirmed his conversion experience by
giving him many souls soon thereafter.

The apostolic missionary outreach began only after
the outpouring of the>ﬁcly Spirit at Pentecost. It was im-
perative that they be first cleansed and‘filled with the
Holy Spirit before He could work through them to fully
accomplish His purpose., William Taylor became hungry for
the same experience and was encouraged and enlightened from
the reading of Wesley's Plain Account and by the witness of

other writers and preachers.l7

lb&‘a};’l@l‘, _9_21‘ cito ’ Po l{-Oa
17Ibid., ps 73+
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From the day of my restoration to filial union with
God, four years before, I earnestly sought holiness of
heart--perfect love to God., I saw that by the redemptive
covenant and provision in Jesus Christ, by commands and
promises, by invitations and admonitions, by the recorded
experiences and testimonies of holy men of old, it was
plainly taught in the f%ble as the common privilege and
duty of all believers,

For a time he tried the theory of gradual growth but
found that sin grew in and on instead of out.19 After con-
siderable struggling, Taylor entered into the experience of
entire sanotification, giving this testimony:

Instead of receiving a great blessing I received the
great Blesser as the bridegroom of my soul. I was fully
united to him in the bonds of mutual fidelity, confidence,
and love. 1 have from that day to this dwelt with Jesus
and verified the truth of 'the record of God concurning
his Son!'.

William Teylor's entire devotion to God and his deep
experience of divine union and the fulness of the Spirit was
the secret of his wonderful life and ministry.Zl Hecause
he was such an @arhest advocate of sanctification, holiness

revivals broke out wherever he travelled and preached,zz

191pia., p. 5.

201pid., p. 76, 77.

21Gecrge W, Ridout, marvelous lien and women of God.
(Cincinnati, tho. God's BIBTe School and college, (m.dy)

e 1hhe
22Eb1ﬁ., Do 143,
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it is clearly evident, therefore, that Taylor possessed
motives sufficient to qualify him for the work of a mission-
ary. JIn Christ's melting love he sympathized with the Lord
in His tremendous undertaking of bringing the lost race back
to God, and wished many times that he ocould multiply himself
and his time to help Kesus,23 He did not seek the best or
even the good charges, but instead, when asked where he would
like to be sent, replied, "Not to a fat flourishing cirecuit,
but to one where there are plenty of sinners."?4 His greatest
desgire and the motivating passion of his life was to see souls

brought to the Lord Jesus Christ.
III. HIS ZARLY METHODS

As a circuit rider. Willlam Taylor was a strong be-

liever in personal evangelism. When God saved him and im-
planted within him a love for God and men, He also put him
to work witnessing for Jesus. On one occasion shortly after
his conversion, as he was hurrying home, the Holy Spirit
directed him to go out of his way to take the "good news"

to the people at the poorhouse.<> Taylor obeyed, found an
old man, kneeled beside him, and began immediately to tell

231bido, Po ll-lj-l-i
Rhpgyior, op. cit., p. 64.
251bid., D bl
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hinm of God's love and iHis plan of salvation from gin. After
witnessing personally o about a dozen of them, he called
them together for a worship service of testimony, song,
Scripture, and exhortation.

"Despite my timid slowness of speech,” said Taylor,
"I was obliged to witness for Jesus to0 every man, woman,
and child with whom I was brought in contact, even for
a feWéginutes, and to beseech them to be reconciled to
God."

As was characteristic of the circuit riders, laylor
carried his Bible and siethodist Hymn Book with him, end
very little else. He was a firm believer in not being
welighted down with stuff. & great deal of his studying was
done while riding horseback from one appoinbtment to another.
As soon as he had preached at all the appointments on the
circuit, he made plans for extending the work. '‘he usual
procedurez7 was to locate a good central meeting place and
then to announce the preaching services to the community.
These meetings were well attended, and, as men were saved,
the news and revival spread rapidly. Zarnest prayer on the
part of Taylor always preceeded such meetings, and accounted
in part for the results. He caught the people's interest
by his singing and then proclaimed the plain Gospel. ot

infrequently did he weep over the souls of men. OUn his

2B10id., D 47
271bid., p. 51, 52.
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first circuit he organized a church of about fifty of the
new converts in one particular neighborhood.

| At Red Holes Taylor used a strategy which gave him a
real grip upon the pecple.zg Upon his arrival at the chapel
two weeks in advance, he found only two ladies there. These
he sent about the community to invite the people for an eve-
ning meeting. He himself went to where the men were engaged
in logrolling. B8y a splendid exhibit of skill and strength
on his part, the mountaineers decided he must also be able
to handle the Bible well, and they crowded the house to hear
him preach. [from this start, revival came and many were
saved.

When on the Sweelt Springs Girauit,29 Taylor asked
around to find a suitable preaching place. Tthe dining hall
of the hotel was suggested; but when Taylor found out that a
ﬁethodist‘preacher had tried it'there before with no success,
he continued his search. He finally obtained permission to
hold regular services in a home., When the house could no
longer hold all the people, he and his congregation moved
out under the trees. lhe method which he used following the
preaching was to call for seekers to come forward and to bow
and seek forgiveness for their sins., Those who received

desus also testified to their experience of salvation., If

Z8Ipid., p. 56
29Tbide, Pe 28, 29.
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results are any criterion for measuring the success of one's
methods, it would seem that Yaylor had good methods. When
he was appointed to the Sweet Springs Circuit there were but
thirty or forty scattered members with a prospect of paying
little or no financial support. 4 year later there had been
added about one hundred probationers, the circuit had been
organized and the entire salary had been’paid.Bo

To sum up Taylor's methods on the cireuits, it can be
said that he took his appointments as from God and relied
completely upon the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

He did not seek for men's approval, or fdr self-advancement,
but sought to win men's souls. His methods were not mechan-
ical or set, but were at all times pliable and subject to the
Spirit's direction. He did not force salvation on anyone,
but clearly proclaimed God's plan of salvation from the wWord
and invited men to accept it, depending wuwpon the Holy Spirit
to convict men of sin and to convince them of the truth.
Taylor at all times exhibited a love for the lost and showed
kindness aﬁd consideration with whomever he dealt. Instead
of expecting the sinners to cdme to him, he went out to them
and gathered them in with his winsome personality. DBesides
the regular services, he held revivals in each locality which

produced lasting results in thoroughly changed lives.31

30Ibid., v. &3.
31Tpid., p. 71.
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Personal witnessing was advocated and practiced by laylor

with enthusiasm.

As a city preacher. Taylor did not believe in put-

ting on airs or in sugar-coating the truth of God to make
it adéptable to carnal tastes.3?2 He did not work to make
himself popular, but went to the Georgetown people "in sim-
plicity and sincerity as a messenger of God, and made no
apologies and asked no favors, and was most kindly received
..."33 Taylor also believed in striet discipline for him-
self, and made it a habit to be in bed by ten o'clock and
up by five in the morning.BA

Though many tried to discourage him, Yaylor felt

called of the Lord to preach to the nasses who were outside
the church. ;

"As 'a fisher of men,'" he said, "I felt it my duty
to look out for the shifting shoals of fish, and cast
ny Gospel net wherever I saw a chance for a good haul,
S50 I proposed to preach on the afternoon of each sabbath
in the Georgetown market,"35 '

When sent to North Baltimore btation, he also began Sunday

afternoon street meetings. Through this contact, many

strangers found their way into the church services and a

32%’ e p' 880
33Loe. cit.
ma‘ s B 89t

35Loc. cit.
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host of these were saved at the fall revival services. 3%
Taylor strongly advocated street preaching as Uod's
method of reaching the m&sses,37 because (1) it is a duty
received from Christ by direct implication and command;

(2) it is supported by the precedent and example of Uhrist

and the Apostles; (3) it has been confirmed, in that through-

out church history God has signally blessed faithful out-
door preachers; and (4) it is a moral necessity since the
church is failing to reach the masses.}

In answer to some of the eriticism against street
preaching, Taylor38 saild 1t does not degrade a minister's
dignity, but, instead, lifts it by a special unction of the
Holy Spirit which prompts an undying thirst for the salva-

tion of sinners, and makes any place the house of God and the

gate of heaven. There is a far greater danger of the Gospel

becoming uncommon than of this making it too common. History

has proved that street preaching will not detract the people
from the regular pulpit preaching. It is true that it may
cause riots and confusion even as Paul's preaching did, but
much of this danger can be eliminated by proper tact. It

is better to mind God even if it means collision with the

36Ibid., pp. 97, 98.

3TWilliam Taylor, Seven Years' Street Preachin in
San Yrancisco (New York: Hunt and Eaton, 1856}, pp. 16-28,

38Ibido, PP. 29"‘36.
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civil authorities. <he regular church services have first
preference if it is impossible to do both, however the fresh
air of the outside is more healthful.

taylor offered some good suggestions for a street
preacher which he put into practice.39 The first of these
was to study the commission being'especially mindful that
the Lord is with you to speak through you and save such as
believe on Him. Then act on the authority of your commis-
sion, .if God has placed the conviction of dubty upon you.
Thirdly, Taylor stressed a thorough preparation of the street
sermon, but also a quickness t0 seize upon the incidents
which occur to establish your point and attention.  Lastly,
he pointed out the necessity of managing the audience by
anticipating disturbance, and putting them on good bhehavior
by appealing to their self-respect and common sense; and by
capitalizing on distractions to drive home a truth., Taylor
added in conclusion:

You should meke up your mind, as a street preacher,
to be considered 'a fool' for Christ’s sake, and to be
grinned at by the scorner, gazed at by the multitude,
'sighted' at by the gentlemen through hand-glasses,
double~-barreled spy-glasses, and large telescopes; to
be sworn at by ruffians, and to be slandered by many
you call your friends. put never mind, trust in God,
and do your duty. Rely for success alone, both for the
use of means and the attaimment of desirable ends, upon

the merit and intercessions of Jesus Christ, and the
Divine efficliency of the Holy Spirit, and you will praise

39Ibidc s PP 37—55'
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God through eternal ages that you were, by his grace,
enabled to *preach the Gospel to the poor' in the
streets and lanes of the city,' and in the highways and
hedges!40

As & missionary in California. Willlam Taylor had

not thought of going to California as a missionary, but had
accepted the o0ld commission which included California, so
was cheerfﬁlly ready to accept the appointment when it came
from the bishop. He never sought an appointment but never
declined one coming from the legitimate authority of the
church.4l There were some seeming insurmountable difficul-
ties to hinder the Taylors from sailing to California, but
God worked everything out so that they sailed and arrived
safely in San Francisco. During the seven years spent there,
Taylor pastored the Powell Street Church for two years, open-
ed and developed a Seaman's Bethel enterprise, did general
hospital work, and preached outdoors continuously.hz He
earned the name of "Father Taylor" by his long beara and
kindly interest shown toward all.
The principal method which was successfully used by

Yaylor in valifornia was sireet preaching. He began this

4LO1pid., p. 56.
blvaylor, story of wmy Life, op. cit., pp. 101-2.
4b21pid., p. 174
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type of work soon after his arrival,hB announcing to his
congregation that he would preach in the Plaza on Sunday
afternoon., This was the center of gambling which was power-
ful and influential in that city. Taylor picked out a bench
for his pulpit and began to sing "The Royal Proclamation.”
As soon as the curious crowd had gathered, he introduced
his object for coming to thenm. ﬁj appealing to their res-
pect for America, and by making them feel that as true cit-
izens they were responsible for order, order and attention
prevailed while Taylor proceeded to proclaim his message.
Taylor's own bestimony was:

That sermon proved to be the first of a series of
nearly six hundred sermons preached in these streets,
the confluence of all the various creeds, and isms, and
notions, and feelings, and prejudices of the representa-
tives of all the nations, Christian and heathen; and
yet, through the restraining providence of Him who sent
me, and the good commnon sense of the people of Lalifor-
nia, I have never lost a congregation, nor suffered any
serious disturbance.%

In all of his street preaching, he proclaimed a
crucified and risen Jesus.*> In so far as he could, he
adapted his preaching to his audience and was alert to the
use of present illustrations. Through his sermons he also

attacked the evils of the day, as profane swearing, gambling,

4oTaylor, Seven Years' Street Preaching, op. cit.,
Pp 'y ll"ll{-o

bhipid., pp. 1L-15.

k5Ibid., p. 57.
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suicide, and buying and selling on Sundays. Sometimes he
put the whiskey barrel to a good use by preaching from it,
and telling that it would do no harm as long as it was under
his feet.hé He became well known for his message even to
the extent that his appearance reminded men immediately of
his stand for righteéusness and against sin. OUn one ocoa-
sion he was called into a home where a wicked man was dying.
The sight of Taylor reminded him of the Word preached, and
brought potent conviction upon him.47

Evangelism among the hospital patients became a very
vital part of Taylor's ministry in California. It was a
rewarding work, for in many instances he was able not only
to save the physical life but the soul as Well.48 Nor was
his work confined to thé city, for he also travelled up to
the mines to preach to the miners, to the forests, and to
the whaTfs to preach and deal personally with sinners there,

In all of Taylor's preaching in the streets, he never
took up an offering for himself, even though in need. He
did receive collections for poor men and for the Bethel, to
which he gave five years of service. It was a commodious

house of God "for seamen, sojourners, and citizens, which

Loraylor, Story of my Life, op. git., p. 198.

kTraylor, Seven Years' Street Preaching, op. cit.,
P 185.

A‘gibj’é. ] ‘ Ppo 66"‘720
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became the spiritual birthplace of many souls.“h9 The whole
enterprise was destroyed by fire later on, after whieh Tay=-
lor returned to the east coast and paid back all to whonm

money was owed in the venture.

As compared and evaluated. The most characteristic

method of Taylor's entiré early ministry was that of seeking
out the lost and telling them of Jesus., If men could not be
brought to the Church, Yaylor brought the Church to them.
i“his was not contrary to the Apostolic method, but directly
in harmony with it. Christ's command was not to stay and
wait for people to come and hear, but to go and take the
good news to all mén;5o Paul made it a practice in his
missionary ministry to go first to the Chruch, the Jewish
synagogue, and when this door closed, he went to the streets
and the highways and preached to the masses.51 laylor worked
with the same evangelizingvprinciple as did Paul, and was
guick also to organize the converted, for his preaching was
likewise attended with great results. Taylor also followed
Paul's pattern of refusing to be remunerated in this type

of preaching, so that no one could accuse him of coming with

a selfish motive. ‘Ihe new element which Taylor injected

héTaylor, Story of my Life, op. cit., p. 212.
5%uark 16:15.,
5licts 14.



26
intoc this phase of missionary work, was his Gospel singing.
It was a means not only of drawing attention and thus a
crowd, but it presented the truth in a new form. It was
found especially successful in Wesley's revivals and the
early church revivals in Ameriea*

Noteworthy also was Taylor's method of personal evan-
gelism. He seized every opportunity he could to deal indi-
vidually with men. The very ministry of Jesus sets the ex-
ample for this, as He dealt with the woman at the well,
Nicodemus, and many others,?? The Apostles were persocnal
missionarieé too, as exemplified by Philip,53 Peter,54 and
Paul.’? Personal missionary work among the sick and dying
proved to be especially rewarding in results both in the
day of the Apostles and in’Taylor's day. Dependence upon
the Holy Spirit was vital to all the work done.

The missionary methods set forth by Taylor in this
period seem expecilally applicable to home missionary work
today, both in the cities and rural areas. He ministered
among those of his own race and language so that many of
the language, cultural, and false religion barriers were

not faced. He also was under the protection of the United

~ 5270hn 3y Lo
>3acts 8:26-39.
Skicts 10.
55acts 25, 26.
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States government, although law and order were almost foreign
to California in that day. Paul found a similar protection
under the Roman government although it, too, was weak in
certain areas. <The methods advocated by Taylor in this early
period are those which, under similar conditions, should

continue to prove effective,



CHAPTER III
THE WORLD EVANGELIST

Following the seven years as a missionary in Califor-
nia,AWilliam Taylor began a.world tour, proceeding from the
Land, Australia, Tasmania,‘ﬁew Zealand, South Africa, again
to Great Britain, West Indies, again %o Australia, and vey-
lon. This period of Taylor's ministry comprised about four-
teen years, from 1856, when he left valifornia, until 1870,
when he arrived in India. This was the period which made
Taylor famous as an evangelist, and greatly in demand by the
various world mission fields. “his period has been first
rapidly surveyed, and then the methods used under these vary-
ing conditions have been presented and evaluated., It is
guite evident that the internal motives discussed iﬁ the .
last chapter were vital to Taylof throughout his life, IHis

passion and love for souls increased as the years went by.

I. HISTORICAL SKETCH

in the eastern states and ‘anada. For five years
"California Taylor" served as an evangelist throughout the
eastern‘Uﬁited states andwin Uanada. He held revival meet-
ings and prea#héd-on?the streets, in the prisons, and at

camp meetings*withgnnugual results. A4t this time also,
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Taylor began his writing career with his first book, Seven

Years Street Preaching, being published 1In 1857. &r. and

rs. Taylor were grieved exceedingly in the death of their

1 Two others had been buried in tCalifornia.

third child,
fwo boys remained, and later, a third and fourth were born
to them. Taylor held meetings in New York, iew Jersey, Dela-
ware, Maryland, iNew Hampshire, massachusetts, Virginia, and
Pennsylvania in 1857 and 1858. From 1858 to 1860 he preached
in most of the cities in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa
six days and six nights of each week.? This was also the
period when the Civil War began and Taylor had many oppor-
tunities to preach in the camps., His own Sympathy would have
led him into the chaplainey, but God kept him for the evan=~
gelistie work. During the year 1861, he labored in Canada
covering almost all of the towns from Sarnia on the west to

Montreal on the east, and in nine Canada meetings witnessed

great ingatherings of souls,3

The Australian fileld. In 1861, while laboring in

Petershoro, Canada, laylor met ur. James Brown, who had

gpent several years in Australia., His persuading agency

lyiliienm faylor tory of sy Life (New York: Eaton
and wains, 1896), D. 218.

21pid., p. 231.
3ibid., p. 240.
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together with vivine indications finally convinced laylor
to carry his evangelistic efforts into australia. b His
family returned to the valifornia home and he sailed for
tGreat bBritain. 1t was almost a year after he sailed from
New York that vaylor reached melbourne, Seven months of
thig time was spent preaching in Englend and Ireland. The
remainder of the journey took him through France, Asia kiinor,
Syria, Palestine, and Egypt. Of the two and a half years
spent in Australia, Taylor divided his time among the Col-
onies of victoria, Tasmania, New South Wales, Queensland,
New Zealand, and South Australia, M"accomplishing results
which in permanence have néver been equaled on so large a
scale.,"5 His family then arrived from California, and due

to the dreadful sickness of his oldest son, they were pro-

videntially led to sail for South Africa.

In South Africa. ™In 1866 the ubiquitious sAmerican

Methodist, William Tayler, arrived in South Africa. His
preaching stimulated the white churches, but had especially

marked effects among the blacks."6 Numerous independent

#wllllam Taylor, Christian Adventures in South Africa
(New York: Nelson and Phillips, 1876), De le

°T. M. Buckley, History of the methodists in the
United States (Vol. V Kﬁsrican Church History, 13 VOlS.; ew
York: The Charistian therature Company, l895§, Pe 557

6Kenneth Scott Latourette, The Great Century (Vol. V,
History of the Expansion of Christianity, 7 vols.; New York:

Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1943), pp. 330-1.
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mission churches were established as a result of his suc-
cessful labors among the Kaffirs,! The missionary effort
which Taylor put forth at this particular time extended
®through Cape Colony, Kaffraria, and Natal, covering a coast
line of a thousand mil&s.“s His African campaign resulted
®in the professed conversion to God of twelve hundred col-
onists and seven thousand Kaffirs,”9 and since that time the

work has been gradually extending.

In Epegland. From South Africa Taylor sailed to Lng-
land. Nost of the yeér 1867 was spent in evangelistic
preaching in fngland and Scotland, laboring principally
among the Wesleyans. JIn each of sixteen chapels in London
at which Taylor held week-long meetings, there were from

thirty to eighty professed conversions,+°

In the West Indies. William Taylor sailed for the

———

West Indies after repeated urgings from Wesleyan mission-
aries, who reported that the average yearly decrease there
for six years had been 660. He made an unexpected return

trip to England, preaching there, in Ireland, and in Scotland

/"William Taylor" The Encyclopedia Americana, XXVI, 302,

8paylor, Story of iy Life, op. ¢it., p. 326.

9Taylor, Four Years' Campaign in India (New York:
Nelson & Phillips, 1875), Do 2o

10ioc.‘cit.
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until his son regained his health. <Then he continued his
evangelistic tour of the West Indies including also British
Guiana., Rev, J. M., Thoburn entreated Taylor to come to In-
dia, so under God's leading he made plans to go to Australia
on the way. Although hisvrcﬁte was changed, he spent more
than a year on a revisit to Australis, Tasmania, and Ceylon,
and still arrived in India at the appointed time in 1870,
The work.in the West Indies was very successful with the re-
port of a net increase of more than five thousand'mambers and
probationers in that year, <The second visit to Australla
was productive of similar success to that of the first, and

the glorious work in Ceylon claimed a thousand converts.ll

II. HIS METHODS

In the eastern states and Canada. After Yaylor's

return from California, he was greatly in demand by the
eastern_churches.' He of course brought them fresh infor-
nmation from the field, but his primary work was to preach
the Gospel and get sinners saved. He charged nothing for
his evangelistic services, but depended on the sale of his
pooks for his support.l? He wrote his first book while

sailing from California to iew York, and ever afterward

llIbidt’ Ppc 2“'6,

1Zpaylor, Story of my Life, op. oit, D. 216.
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made his long journeys occasions for writing. Among the
many bcoks and pamphlets that he wrote are the following:

Seven Years' Street Preaching in Sen Francisco (1857), Cali-

fornia Life Illustrated (1858), The Model FPreacher (1859]),

Christian Adventures in South Africa (1867), Reconeciliatio
(1867), Election of Grace (1875) Infancy and Manhood of
Christian Life (1875), Four Years' Campaign in India (1875},

Qur South American Cousing (1878), Ten Years of Self-suppor-

ting missions in Indie (1882), Pauline Methods of iissionary

Work (1889), Story of my Life (1895), and Flaming Toreh in
Darkest Africa (1898).

Taylor held meetings in one newly orgaunized church,
after which two hundred new converts were added to the
church. It was a true revival.l3 He was also privileged to
see revivals in churches which had not been stirred’im years.
“he pastor of a very wealthy church in Maryland invited him
to assist in a series of revival meetings. UYhe church had
.- been twelve years wiﬁhout a revival and, though the official
members would not participate, they gave their consent. Tay=-
lor set out with the following préceduxe: (1) they would
conduct the services in the large auditorium each evening
raﬁﬁer than in the basement; (2) they would have-a morning
service each day of the week and receive from the people

present nemes and addresses of persons under conviction;

131pid., p. 219.
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(3) they would spend as much time as possible doing house to
house calling end personal work; (4) the pastor would examine
every convert to his own satisfaction as to the genuineness
of his conversion and to make adequate records for follow up;
and (5) the pastor would preach every Sunday morning and
Taylor at all the other services. ‘Ihough many predicted that
the meetings would not go, at the close of three weeks over
two hundred new converts were added to the Charles Sireet
Ghurch.l“

In addition to writing books and holding revival
meetings, Taylor continued to hold street meetings. while
conducting a series of meetings in the wmethodist churches
in Philadelphia, the preachers went to the mayor %o secure
permission‘for Taylor to preach in the open air, but per-
mission was refused. 4 Tew weeks later Taylor began the
preaching, and distributed new tracts on street preaching
each sunday as well. <1here was a great interest shown by
outsiders, the hearers were many of all descriptions, and
the Gospel was sowed broadcast. Yaylor had not gone ahead to
be obstinate, but felt that he must obey God's commission,
and if the authorities had any business with him they knew

where he was living.l?

1hibid., pp. 220-24.
15 !big' s PQ 2260
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J. W. Clinton,16 in giving his impressions of William
:Taylcr when he first met him at e camp meeting in Canade,
said he was then in his prime. "His form was straight and
comely, his voice clear and ringing, his definitions of puz-
zling'theclogical questions‘distinct and very satisfactory.m
Clinton also remembered that over one hundred were converted
in that 1861 canmp meéting.
| The first thing about Taylor that impressed John Clark
Bidpathl7 was "the fact that he had already developed that |
wonderful directness of speech which is, perhaps, the secret
of his influence in the religious'society of our timé.“ His
mnethod was the springboard of much of the successful evangel-
ism of the age. 'The éeeond‘impression had to do with his
large and distinet personality. "His voice was powerful,
natural, resonant, pathetic. His power of recital, whether
of incident or of invented example, was...complebe and
efficlent...." The third impression was that Taylor was
restless and always on the move, "demanding action, action,
action.” |
The methods éf Taylar in this period from 1857 to
1861 were those of a city evangelist, a street preacher, a

writer of books and tracts, a camp meeting speaker, a church

16Ibid., p. 251,
17Ibid., pp. 251-252,
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conference speaker, a returned missionary speaker, a per-
sonal worker, a jail preacher, and a preacher to the army
regiments., He was everywhere received with earnest coopera-

tion in both vanada and the states.l8

In the Australian field. It was only after spending

time in prayer in a snowy forest that laylor felt assured
God was leading him to Australia.l9 His method was to go
only when he was certain that it was God's will and God's
time for the move., He was always careful about making plans,
but when he knew that it was of God, nothing could hold him
back, In hisg diary he wrote,

We see more and more clearly that it is too late for
us %o begin to make plans by whiech to work when God has
so long ago nade plans for me. [t is not mine to ask
Him to endorse my plans and to go with me, but by all
available means to discern His plans and go with Fim.?0

Seven months of this period were spent by Taylor in
England and Ireland as an evangelist holding one or two
week meetings at the churches in the various cities. He was
well received and kindly treated, but his call was to Aus-

tralia so he continued his journey and took a look at Pal-

estine on the way. Iypical of Taylor is his statement,

18Ipid., p. 240,
19Ibid., p. 254.
ZOGeorge W. Ridout, Marvelous ien and Women of God

(Cinc%nnati, Ohio: God's Bible School and Gollege, (He.d.) ),
D lL;, *
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"I never went abroad to see, but saw as I went.”Zl

| - From the evangelistic campaigns whiech Taylor carried
" on for almost three years in Australia, there came the report
of a net increase in the churches of over eleven thousand
members.*% From the time of his arrival in Australia until
he left the field for the second time, a period of seven
years, the net increase was over twenty-one thousand members.
Taylor's humble answer to this was, "0f course I am not claim-
ing the credit of this work of God, being but one of unnum-~
bered efficient agents used by the Holy,Spirit.“ZB He found
not only converts on his return trip, but also many of his
converts engaged in preaching and the work of the ministry.24
Taylor 4id not claim the honor for these marvelous results
but attributed it to the Holy Spirit's powerful use of the
sound simple preaching of the @ospel.25 Taylor kept no re-
cords himself of the names or number of results but quoted
from the official reports of the ministers and their Confer-

encs minntes.26

<lTaylor, Story of My Life, op. cit., p. 258.

22Robert E. Speer, servants of the K (New York:

————

Young People's hiissionary siovement of the United States and
Canada, 1909), D. 43

23Taylor, Four Years' Campaign, op. cit., p. 5.
2hroc. eit.

2531&0@, op. cit., p. 147.

6rayior, story of My Life, op. cit., p. 277.
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The actual methods which Taylor employed were not
spectacular or remarkably different from those of’any evan-
gelist, His metho&27 was to preach the Gospel, and at the
close of his message to invite those to come forward who
were convicted of sin and.wanted to be reconciled to God.
The altar was not made a necessary condition of salvation,
in fact the seekers were urged to surrender to God in their
.pews, at home, or any secret pléee, but were advised Lo wit-
ness toc their conversion publiely. <The altars were usually
crowded with seekers, who promptly arose and testified when
they obtained the witness that the work was done in their
hearts. They were then introduced by the class leader ito the
superintendent of the circuit, who kindly investigated the
genuineness of each case., bome were advised to return to
the altar for further seeking and the others were asked
gquestions about church relationship and preference. “heir
names and addresses were taken and given to the church of
their choice, or if they wished to be membersof the Wes-
leyan Church, their names were entered on the records and
also given to a class leader, whose business it was to fol-
low up the case, visit in his home, and see that he got to
class meeting. Class meetings were carried on as usual dur-
ing the fevival meetings, but met earlier in order that all

might attend the preaching service.

Z71bid., De 278-79
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Meetings were generally held but one week in a chureh,
though this varied somewhat with the size of the church. e
preached in the same pulpit to the church members on Sunday
morning, to the children Sunday afternoon, and to the masses
of sinners on Sunday nights, and continued nightly through
Friday. <Yhe first part of the meetings were directed primar-
ily at awakening sinners, but on Thursday nights he preached
to the belilevers a messagekon sanctification and many would
enter into the experience in addition to a number of sinners
being saved., JFfriday night served as a grand rally to com-
plete the harvest of the week., Saturday was a day of rest
and for travelling to the next field.

In addition to the itinerant preaching, he helped to
raise money for kethodist sehools and chapels.28 This was
often accomglishe& by hoiding a tea meéting during the week
at which time Taylor spoke concerning God's law of the tithe
and free-will offerings.29 According to Yaylor's own testi-
mony, next to his preaching, the Lord used his books in
rendering the work fruitful, permanent, and continuous, 3¢

As an illustration of the kind of results which the

Australian meetings produced, two incidents will be cited.

28Latourette, op. cit., p. 136.
29Taylor, op. eit., p. 319.
301bid., Dp. 277.
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A certain man had for years been a pest in his neighborhood,
abusing, accusing, cursing, and threatening his neighbors.
After going forward in Taylor's meeting, he went around to
each of his neighbors, confessed to them personally, asked
their forgiveness, and witnessed to God's forgiveness.Bl
After a meeting in another town, the two theaters of the

town were clogsed for want of patronage.32

In South Africa. William iaylor did not feel that

the Gospel was limited to a privileged few or to any one
race, so when God providentially led him to South Africa,
he quickly found his opportunities there to proclaim the
truth. TYaylor wrote,
God made the climate and God made the Gospel. If
His Gospel 1s not adapted to this climate, then we will
ask Him to change the climate to suit his soul-saving
purpose and plan. 1L tell you God's Gospel is adapted

to every clg%ate and every variety and condition of
human kind.-

Taylor began{his ministry in 5oﬁ$h Africa with the
AZuropeans who spoke knglish. He conducted many series of
meetings in the Wesleyan Chapels in various localities along
the coast, mueh as he had done in Australia, but with less

spectacular results. there were always converts, and the

‘§1Ibid., P. 28h4.
321pid., . 286.
33gidout, op. cit., p. 149.

‘el
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towns showed deep and general awakenings., Taylor attempted
to speak through an interpreter to the natives, but found
this method very unsatisfactory, and simply gave up the idea
of working among them, 34 '

Being very much in sympathy with the native work,
Taylor made one more effort at speaking through an inter-
preter. <The young native interpreted very naturally and
definitely the Gospel thoughts presented by Laylor. After
this, he got alone with the interpreter before the service
and gave him in detail the sermon of the evening. From this
time forward, there were multitudes of converts among the
natives. He was at last able to preach effectively through
an interpreter, thus opening the heathen world to him as
Christ's ambassador,>?

As an evidence of God's blessing upon this method,
the results of a five day meeting are presented. During
this brief ministry there were 316 souls brought to God in
addition to sixty-five Europeans, and more than a thousand
were brought under the influence of the meeting.Bé

At a aefvice in Cradock, the Gospel was preached in

three languages at once. Taylor preached in English, and

3hTaylor, Story of uy Life, op. cit., p. 340.
35 Ibid., p. 266-38.
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a man on either side of him Interpreted for the Kaffirs and
the Dutch respectively. Large number of the whites, XKaf-
firs, and Dﬁtch knelt in the dust and were saved that day.37
In working with the heathen, whose language Taylor
was not even able to speak, he enlisted the help of his
interpreter, Charles. He had him question the old people
about the customs and faith of their heathen fathers, and
wrote down all he could learn, together withvwhat mission-
aries could tell him. With this knowledge, nis preaching
was more effective in penetrating the heathenish darkness
and in grappling with their superstitions and prejudices.38
Taylor tried to follow the example of the Apostle Paul
in presenting the Gospel to the heaﬁhen.
He went directly down into the régions of their
own experience, and brought to light, £ rom their ad-
mitted facts, a conscious demand in their souls which
Zgig ggﬁfdvziﬁégy?gging to meet, bug'whiph the Gogpel
So Taylor first introduced the subject of the unknown God,
and using what they knew in nature and by experience,l)rought

a message which God used to bring raw heathen into a personal

experience with Christ .0

37Taylsr, Christian Adventures, op. cit., p. 200-5,
38:£bido, po 282"‘83
39Taylor, Story of My Life, op. eit., D. 455.

leLQs o cit.
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The methoahl which Taylor advocated for work in

Africa was a concentrated effort for a few days together in
differentrplaces. Theéé‘revivals were not, however, to re-
place the patient drilling and preparation, exhortation,
edification, comfort of believers, and personal soul win-
ning. All of these are necessary, and the concentrated
revivals only enhance and properly climax the other work.

In addition to the revivals held in the established missions,
Taylor advocated sending a few of the best trained spiritual
leaders into a population center, there to work for the sal-
%ation of souls by the Spirit's help. When a large number
had been converted, they would be organized into a church.
itxercise for the new converts would be sﬁpplied by putting
them to work winning souls in the neighboring kraals. The
team would then move on to another population center and be-
gln the same process. Xach newly organized work would be
pﬁt on a self-sustaining and self-supporting basis, by sys-

tematic planning and giving as God reguires.

- in the Wegt Indies. Taylor's work in and about the

West Indies lasted about & year. Feople said that it was
the greatest work that had ever been kmown in the West Indies,
and yet the most orderly ever seen. Yet he had never told

them not to make noise.

TEIPIA., pp. 492-93.
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There were flowing tears in abundance, earnest
prayers, mourners in Zion, and clear, distinet testi-
monles given by the thousands who found peace with God,
but no wild screaming and routing at all;

Taylor's methods in the lslands was much the same as
in Austrelia and Africa. He moved from place to place hold-
ing a series of meetings in each place with the help of the
missionaries., His two methods of extending the Lord's work
among men were by the pulpit and the press. By means of his

books, he supported his family, paid Church indebtedness,

and met his traveling expenses.
III. AN EVALUATION

The ministry of preaching, The primary method of

Taylor in this period of his life was his mass evangelisu,
Whereas the first period pictured Taylor as a street preacher
and a personal Worker, this period showed him as an evangel-
1st greatly in demand by the churches of every country. He
was‘a traveling evangelist, spending a few days or weeks in
one locality, gathering in the harvest, and then moving on
to do the same thing in another place. His work centered
about the church, which became the medium of approach to
sinners and bellevers alike. 1t represented harvesting the
fruit, which seed had been planted, wabtered and cultivated

previously. Yhe earliest ministry of the Apostles was

TRA T b 51,
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carried on in this same fashion, the day of Fentecost being
a prime example. ‘hey preached first to the Jews who had
thelir preparation in Judaism and were schooled in the Cld
Testament prophecy, law, and histary.hB The Jewish synagogue
was first epproached and was made the headguarters of evan-
gelism wherever possible.

Taylor was careful not to build the work around him-
self, and for this reason the work prospered and continued
to expand long after he had left the area. Actually his
method produced an impetus or stimulus to the church, gave
them a vision, added new blood and life, and set aflame the
church itself. wome of the greatest results were seen fol-
lowing his meetlings, because a good solid foundation had
been laid. <1he new converts were not left idle but were

given instruction and were put to work in the Lord's vineyard.

His writing. Two new elements were introduced into

this period. The first was that of writing, which Taylor
put to a very excellenﬁ\use. His writings served not only
as a means of support for himself and his family, but sup-
plied to the purchasers a ministry of the Word even after
'the departure of the preacher. It servéd to give Christian
ingtruction, clarification on certain problems, and an en-

larged vision as to God's work and harvest field. Paul

h3h0ts 2:14-47.
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also made extensive use of his writing which still continues

to accomplish marvelous results.

Working through an interpreter., The second new ele-

ment which Taylor introduced at this time was his preaching
through an interpreter. Previous to his visit to South
Africa, he always found it possible to reach the people
through the medium of fnglish. In South Africa, however,

he found both Dutch and Kaffirs who could understand only
their own language. Taylor had no time to learn their
language but availed himself of every opportunity to learn
about the people themselves., He ehose the best interpreters
he could find and gave them individual training. These men
filled a similar place to Taylor as did Timothy to Paul,
although Paul was not faced with a language problem. Taylor
proceeded to minister to the heathen in much the same way as
Paul did, beginning with the "unknown God" and with nature,

rather than with the unfamiliar Jr:izi.ble.l*”"+

The method of self-support. Taylor beeaﬁe a firm
advocate of thé éelf~supporting method. He believed that
if people could support themselves, they could support their
own.work by cooperating in supplying their own chapel and

preacher's house without depending upon foreign funds at

MhActs 17:22-31.



L8
this point, Essentially the Nevius plan is in harmony with

the plans suggested by Taylor for South Africa.hs

Encountered barriers. Almost all of the obstacles

which a missionary faces were faced by William Taylor on
this tour. He encountered barriers of language, ignorance,
superstition, prejudice, and physical dangers and hardships.
He suffered separation from his loved ones, overwork, oppo-
sition from nen, and numerous other things. In spite of
all, the work went forward and the results were almost un-

believable.

The part of the Holy Spirit. According to the ievious

principles:
The only fit dynemic of any method is the constant
cultivation of the pregence of Christ and the co-working
of the Holy Spirit. "Even a right and sScripbtural method

- may not get gesults if we trust in it and not in the God
behind it."40 ~

Taylor was forever conscilous of his dependence upon the Holy
Spirit for the right results. Without the Holy Spirit, he

knew his work and his methods were all in wvain.

45Charles Allen Clark, The Nevious Plan for iission
Work (Seoul, Korea: Christian Literature Society, 1937), p. 32.

W1pid., p. 39.




CHAPTER IV
THE FOREIGN MISSIONARY

Shortly after William Taylor arrived in India, he
‘entered into a new era of ministry; that of founding’and
overseeing great missionary endeavors. ‘this period covers
the years from 1870 to 18%6 and’the caunfries of India,
South America, and,&friea; 4 brief sketch of the period
‘has been given, follbwed by a more detailed account of his

methods and finally an evaluation of the period.
I, SKETCH OF THE PERIOD

;gulggig.“ﬁhén Taylor was first in australia, he Wés
contacted by a missianary to India, Rev. J. Smith, who begged
Taylor to make an evangelistic tour of india. A year later,
in 1864, a similar request came to him from another mission-
ary.t He became fully convinced that he should go to India
and so decided to make that his next stop. Providentially
ne‘ﬁas led differently;%so that he did not arrive in India
until he had been in South Africa, the british Isles, the
,wéSt‘Indies, and the ﬁustialian area once again.

It was largely‘és é result of James Mills Thoburn's

invitation that Taylgr finally madejhis extended visit to

T Iyilliam Taylor, Four Years Campaign in India (New
York: Nelson & Phillips, 1875]), D. le ;
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India. Soon after his arrivael in India in 1870, Taylor
went to Thoburn in Lucknow. In this area he held meetings
for some time before moving on to sombay, Poona, Calcutta,
Madras, Bangaiore, and other centers.? He began, as before,
by speaking to the English-speaking’people, and his preaching
of full salvation had a great effect on them and on the
missionaries. He felt that he could not make much impression
upon the natives unless these came into a deeper spiritual
relationship.3 Wherever possible he preached in Znglish %o
the Buropeans, &nglo-lndians, Parsees, and Indians; and other-
wise, through an interpreter.*
The churches multiplied under the Impetus of his
leadership. | |
es.Within four years he succeeded in establishing
self-supporting churches in Bombay, Poonah, Jubbulpore,
Agra, Calcutta, wadras, Bangalore, oecunderabad, and
elsewhere. 4s a result of his labors the South India
conference and the iadras conference have been organized.5
"Thanks in part to the—impulse given by Yaylor and'to the
leadership of t‘hoburn, by 1914 all India was embraced with-

in the ecclesiastical framework of the niethodist Episcopal

?Kenneth Scott Latourette, Lhe Great Cemtury (Vol. VI,
A History of the Exﬁansion.of Christianity, 7 vols.; New York:

S———

HaTper & Brothers Publisners, 194k), Dpp. 169-71,

3George W, Ridout, iiarvelous men’and Women of God (Cin-
cinnati, Ohio: God's Bible School and Uollege, (m.dd J, p.l47.

hratourette, op. ¢it., p. 171.

5Jamss Grant Wilson and John Fiske, editors, "Williem
taylor," Appletons' Cyclopaedia of American Biography, VI, 50.
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Church."® wIn India, Taylor did a most remarkable work,

the effects of which remain %o this day."7

in South America. While a mlssionary in California,

Wllllam Taylor became acquainted with a fellow-ploneer mis-
sionary, Dr. J. A, Swaney. He had been amnloyed on the
coasts of Peru and Chiii, and was the first to eSpecially
interest Taylor in the South American field. <Jhough Taylor
had come to AméricaVWith tﬁe intention to return to india,
the Holy Spirit léid on him the task of planting sélf-sup-
porting missions in that great country, so with the help of
Swaney, and with a letter of introduction and commendation
from the President of the United States, he faced the chal-
lenge.s | | | |
In 1877, at the age\bf fifty-six, William Taylor and
his brother left New York on a steamer bound for rferu, tra-
velling third class in order to economize.9 in the six and

a half months that he was away, he travelled eleven thousand

miles and opened twelve centers of mission work.10 These

OLatourette, op. cit., p. 172.
7Ridout, Loc. cit.

8William Taylor, Story of iy Life (New York: Eaton &
Mains, 1896}, p. 68l.

9Willlam Yaylor, Our South american Cousins (New York:
Nelson end Phillips, 18787, p. 7.

laibidl * p . 311}.
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self-supporting missions occupled the centers of Aspinwall,
Callao, Iguigque, Coguimbo, Santiago, Uonecepecion, Fernambuco,
and Para.ll “Nine months after his return to iew York, lay-
lor had twenty~-four missionaries in the field. 4 year after
his first trip he returned and opened new fields on the
Brazilian coast. His work in South America put evangelical
missions on a solid basis by laying the foundation and blaz-
ing the way for new developments in that great land,L?

Yaylor, in comparing his motives to those of a business
man in South America, said,

He only stops in the large cities; I stop at all the
small ones as well. He gets high wages to put in the
hardware--a good thing in its way. I pay my own expenses
and work for nothing, for the love I have for my dear
cousins who sit in comparative darkness. 1 want them

to becomf acquainted with the sinner’s friend, my loving
Saviour,t3

4s the Bishop of Africa. At the General Uonference

of 188L, to which ‘faylor had gone as a lay delegate of the
south India Conference, he was elected to the missionary
episcopate of Africa. They simply said, "turn him loose, 14

Through his work in this capacity, he became known as "Bishop

1luilson, loc. cit.

12ﬂidou£, Qg.ycit., pe. 150,

137aylor, Our South Americen Cousins, op. ¢it., p. 107.

lhraylor, Story of My Life, op. cit., D. 692.
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Taylor--the Flaming Torech of Africa." 5 With this election
came a btwo-fold responsibility: first, to administer in the
organized Liberian work; second, to found missions on his
self-supporting plan anywhere on the African continent‘lé

Late in the year 1884 Taylor set out with forty-two
men, women, and children to establish mission stations in
the Congo. A number of the first party died with fever,
but the remainder settled at angola. Taylor made a trip
to durope then, to contact the King of Portugal and the
Eing of Beigium, who were quick to offer thelr assisbance
and cooperation in his ventures in thase’territories.l7
Facing tremendous odds, and overcoming great obstacles, Tay-
‘lor saw a chain of thirty-six migsion stations established
‘along the Congo. His work extended over twelve hundre miles
and 390 miles along the West coast, and employed seventy
nissionaries, supported by voluntary conbtributions of Auwer-
ican Methodists until the school-farms could develop self-
support.lg "The great service whiech he perférmed for Africa

was in lifting the church out of the narrow limits of Liberia

" I5Ridout, op. cite., p. lh3.
16Taylor, Story of My Life, op. cit., p. 696.
171Ibid., pp. 699-714.

18yilson, loc. cit.
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and committing it to a continental task."19 Under his dir-
ection;”beginning had been mede in the Congo Free State,
Angola, and Portugese East Africa,nR0

Like a soldier, Taylor accepted his retirement from
active duty in 1896 with these words:

For the last twelve years God has used me in Africa
as leader of a heroic host of pioneer missionaries in
opening vast regions of heathendom to direct Gospel
achievenment, whiech will go on "conguering and to conguer®
till the coming of the Kinge...

William Teylor continued to labor following his re-
tirement. He won many converts to Christ in the fourteen
months that he labored in an evangelistic campaign in south-
ern Africa. When his voice failed him, he had to return

home to California, where he completed his work May 18, 1902.22

II. HIS METHODS

In India. It was in India that Taylor first put into
practice his methods of self-support. <The beginning of his

work there, however, was not different from his work in the

past.

L7Robert E. Speer, Servants of the King (New York:
Young People's liissionary iovement of the United States and
Ganada, 1909}, p. 52.

ZQLatourette, op. eit., Vv, 385,

2l3peer, op. cit., pp. 52-53.

'?’zl'bidq Ps Sl}o
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His methods were those of some of the revivals of

the United States and were accomplished by emotional

SKin fo whet had peen in Anerica,23 o ornevions
His first approach was to the established missions, reviving
the missionaries and the members. Hde also held meetings at
some of the schools and orphanages, taught them to sing the
Gospel songs, and got many of them saved.zh He also made it
a point to spend about a month with the natives, just study-
ing them and learning what they did to get rest for their
soulg.®?

In brief, Yaylor's plan, in fields remote from organ=-
ized Conference boundaries, was to get men, women, and child-
ren soundly saved through the preaching of the Gospel}and
the working of the Holy Spirit; and then, after proper in-
strﬁction and drill, to organize them according to the Dis-
cipline into a Methodlst Episcopal Church. &inally he aimed
at putting his churches into direct organic relationship with
the iwethodist Episcopal Church's general administratien.zé

His usual procedure was to go into these cities, and

hold evangelistic meetings in'a centrally located place for

23Latourette, op. cit., VI, 171.
2hyayior, Story of sy Life, op. olt., p. 525.
251Ibid., p. 540.

gélhiétg PC 5510
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several wéaks. The converts of these meetings, who were
not members of other churches, were gathered into fellow-
ship bends of about thirty persons. ‘These bands or classes
were organized to meet in certain homes with an appointed
leader, at which time they shared their simple testimonies
for Christ with each other.<7/ They were also encouraged to
tell their friends about the Saviour they had found. In this
way the new babes were nourished and helped to healthy pro-~
gress in growth.

If Taylor could find no one suitable to lead the

fellowship bands, he himself would lead them, in addition
to the special services he held daily, until he could de-
velop leaders from among the ﬁewly converted.28 After a
sufficient length of time, Taylor would give opportunity for
those who had been attending the fellowship meetings tc en-
roll as candidates for membership in his church.”? ‘'he bands
fromed the nucleus for,thé selffsupporting churches which he
established in Bombay, Poona, Karachi, Calcutta, madras, Bang-
alore, Secunderabad, and more than twenty other smaller
places. nNewly converted European residents, fLast Indians,

Parsees, Hindus, and uohammedans made up the constituency of

271bid., p. 551.
281pid., p. 595.

R97aylor, Four Years' Campaign, op. cit., p. 272.
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these churches.>?

William Taylor was not only thé founder, but the
Superintendent of this mission, whidh required over five
thousand miles of travel for him to visit all of its organ-
ized,'self~supporting centers of work. The mission recelved
no missionary funds, except that which was required to send
the missionaries to them, but instead, supported its own
ministers and paid all the running expenses of the work.
their pioﬁeer superintendent, however, refused any remu-
neration, choosing to forego this right as did the Apostle

Paui.Bl

ihe working force of the mission comprised fifty-
seven local preachers of indian birth, who supported them-
selves and were devoted to pastoral and evangelistic ﬁark,
and 2,040 lay memberé and workers, who raised the money.
Within about six and a half years Taylor sent about fifty
missionaries, thirty-six men and fourteen women, to Iindia
from America. Only about six of this number‘returned to
America, and that because of sickness. Lot one ever brought

any reproach on the cause through immoral acts or sinful

deeds.32

&

§0Taylor,‘$$orz.g§ My Life, op. cit., p. 610-11.
BlLOC o« Cite

321pid., p. 628.
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in South America. Taylor was faced with an entirely

new predicament in regard to opening up work in, some of the
South American fields. 4always before he had utilized the
kEnglish people as an entering wedge to native work, but he
found no fnglish people there., He could not begin with
evangelizing, for he had no footing, and no one who could
preach in their language; so he began with schools. Hather
than founding pauper schools to be supported by foreign
funds, raylor established first-class academic institutions,
which were patronized by the well-to~do classes of the na-
tive people. iost of those who attended and supported the
schools were Roman Catholics, but in the articles of agree-
.ment for school work there was provision made for the daily
reading of the ocriptures and for prayer in the schools.
also Sunday schools were organized in each place. “he mus-
‘ic departments of these institutions head classes for instru-
mental music and also taught all the children singing by the
use of sacred songs.33

JYaylor started the schools éfter surveying the cities
and arranging for the support of the missionaries whom he
sent to teach and preach thua:::'e.BLP He looked upon himself as

"simply an errand runner and recrulting sergeant for the

25Ibid., p. 622.

3kaylor, Qur South smerican Cousins, op. cit., p. 141,
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King.“35 The method which he used in gaining entrance for
his missionaries was to locate a likelylcity, and then to
get influegtial,and wealthy citizens to sign a written agree-

ment promising the support of the teacher.36

Lherefore, the
schools were staffed by recruits from the United States and
thelr support came primarily from the fees and subscriptions
from foreigners and natives who were local residents.3?
Taylor's statement in this regard was:
I aim first to put in men devoted wholly to the work
of the ministry, but where I find grading and track lay-
ing to be done by organized schools under thorough mis-

sionary siethodist teachers we undertake the business in
the name of the Lord and on the Pauline plan of self-

bills, inghead of laying that burden on the poor saints
in Judea.’

In some cities, where Taylor saw they were ready for
a preacher, and could subséribe to his support, he made the
necessary arrangements. He held preaching services for sail-
ors on several of the ships at port, after which they decided
to take on the support of a regular preacher.Bg "Most of
the missionaries were placed in Peru, but for a time some

L0

were also in Bolivia, Central America, and Brazil., when

35raylor, gtory of sy Life, op. c¢it., p. 626.

36Taylor, OQur South American Cousins, op. eit., p. 132,
37Latourette, op. cit., V, 118,

38raylor, Story of My Life, op. cit., p. 636.

39T&ylar, Our South American Cousins, op. cit., D. 163.

hoLatourette,‘loc. cit.
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Taylor was made Bishop of Africa these missions were turned
over to the"cére of the Transit and Building rund Soclety
of Bishop Taylor's Self-supporting iissions, which was formed

for this purpose.

As Bishop of africa. After Taylor was elected Bishop,

the Conference recognized all of his work with approval and
took in India as an Annual'Canerence. He then was given
the go ahead signal for applying similar methods in Africa;
The first job, aecor&ing to Yaylor, was to get a footing in
the foreign field, and then, "by Gospel conguest, raise up
a witnessing host out of which to develop organization.“4l

Bishop Taylor at once organized a missionary party
and undertook the strenuous task of establishing a chain of
mission stations into the heart of Africa. The work was
dangerous, slow, and discouraging but he was not a man to
quiﬁ'or to turn back. He always used every available means
to further God's work, so it was only natural that he should
enlist the backing of both the King of Belgium and the King
of Portugal, in whose territory he was working.

The methods which he pursued were in the main very
much the same as he had followed in India and South Aﬁerica.
He first 6f all made 1t a point not to interfere with the

business of others, and not to encroach on other churches'

Lltaylor, Story of iy Life, op. cit., p. 637,
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territorial boundaries. Secondly, his plan of missionary
training embraced the industries necessary to the self-sup-
port of all those whom he got saved and aivilized, the self-
support of the mission itself being the end in view. ithirdly,
he planned to establish a nursery mission composed of chil-
dren adopted out of heathendom when very small. <“hese he
would have submit to God and receive Jesus Christ when they
reached the responsible stage of life, and be trained as
witnesses and workers for God as soon as they are six years

Oldol&z
ITT. AN EVALUATION

Conditions encountered. In this period, though he

was in his later years, laylor faced his most severe oppo-
sition and obstacles. Besides the opposition which invar-
iably came from men and Satan, there were the pecullar
difficulties of india, "the paralyzing influence of heéthen-
ism, formalism, and caste,“43 to say nothing of the extremely
hot climate. In Soubh America he was faced with a cold, dead
church and a deceived people. Africa, too, added hazardous
ph?sical features, deathly fever, war-like tribes, vicious

immorality, and sin-blinded natives. ‘he languége'barrier

bilbiﬁ. (] ‘yo 696 .
L3Ibid., D. 524.
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had to be met and overcome with the aid of trained interpret-
ers. The people's customs and thinking had to be studied,

interpreted, and answered with the Gospel.

The ministry of preaching. &lthough Yaylor 4id give

most of his time during this period to administrative tasks,
preaching still held his first interest. God especially
used his preaching on the india filed to win thousands to
christ. "His work in India was noted for the emphasis pub
upon the blessing of Entire Sanctification, "k Again in
Africa ‘faylor preaohed'under the annointing of the Holy
Spirit, causing many heathen to turn from daﬁkness to light,
Zven as Paul the Apostle continued throughout his days to
preach VUhrist to many or to a few, so raylor continued
preaching until the end. Iuch of his preaching in 4india and
Africa was done through interpreters, but none the less
effeétive in reaching souls for Christ.

In preaching, William Taylor was always careful to
follow the Apostles' procedure of logie. He first kindly
and cautiously laid his major premise in the area of admitted
truth, facts which the other party could not deny. <1hen his
conclusions followed logically without resistance. iWhen he

preached to nominally Christian audiences, he used the Bible

as the b&Sis, for they admit it to be the standard of truth.

h4pidout, Op. cit., p. 143,
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When preaching to the heathen, he sald nothing about the
Bible, but began with them in the region of their own natural
religion., He dealt on the line of admitted facts of thelr
own personal moral responsibility, violation of their con-
gsciences, their guilt, their helplessness, and their strug-
gles Tor relief. OUn this foundation he laid his testimony
and the word of God as evidence on which to base their faith.
This Gospel method proved more effective, for formerly the

use of debate and argument had only produced antagoniam.45.

The method of self-support. Taylor did not found a

new type of missionary soclety. 4although he worked separate
from his denomination, it was always on the wmethodist priﬁ~
ciples, and with the intention of uniting with the church as
a Uonference. God's order for carrying out His work is,
first, apostles; second, prophets; third, evangelists; and
fourth, pastors and teachers.hé Taylor interpreted it as
first, the pioneer founders; second, the witnessing host of
gervants and maidservants; third, evangelists for spreading
the work to surrounding areas; and fourth, the pastors and

teachers for edifying the thus-founded churches 47 Working

45Taylor, story of my Life, op. cit., p. 625.
héﬁphesians Lill,
47Teylor, op. cit., p. 637.
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on this principle he was greatly responsible for the self-
supporting missions established in .india, Soubth America,
and Africa.

The part of Taylor's plan which was found to be weak
was the assuming of the foreign missionary's full support
by the newly formed local missions., This proved tobe un-
satlisfactory, and in both ihdia and South America it was
necessary for the iethodist General Conference to assume the
responsibility, if the work was not to disintegrate.@s ‘he
rest of his method seems to harmonize quite well with tried
methods of this day.

‘he Nevius plan,49 though considered a new method in
missions, coﬁt&ins mueh thet is similar to laylor's methods.
Briefly stated, the ten points are: (1) "Missionary per-
sonal evangelism with wide itineration;” (2) "The Bible
central in every part of the work;" (3) "Self-propagation:
eeseVery individual and group...seeking to extend the work;"
(4) "Self-government;" (5)™Self-support:" the believers
providing the chapels and supporting their pastor; (6) "Sys-
tematic Bible study;" (7) "Striet discipline enforced by
Bible penalties;™ (8) "Cooperation...with other bodies® and

observance of territorial boundaries; (9) "Non-interference

kCratourette, op. cit., VI, 171.

49¢harles Allen Clark, the Nevius Plan for Mission Work
(Seoul, Korea: Christian Literature Soclety, 1937}, pe L2,
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in lawsuits or any such matters;" (10) "General helpfulness
where possible in the economic 1life problems of the people.™
Taylor would have agreed whole-heartedly with this plan.

The true ideal of a native church as described by

20 was that toward which Yaylor aimed his efforts.

Knowlton
ihe true ideal of a native church then, is a company

of sincere believers in a given locality, maintaining
Christian worship and the Christian ordinances, sup-
porting their own native pastor, their own schools, their
own poor and their own missionary operations, building
and taking care of their own place of worship, conducting
the discipline and the business affairs of the church,
in short, a church self-reliant, self-supporting, and
self-propagating.

The definitiocn which Clark®l gives of a missionary
is especially fitting of William Taylor. "The missionaries
are temporary messengers sent into an allen population to

do a task., When it is accomplished, they withdraw,"

The place of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit's

relation to missions is twofold: *(1) The enduement of the
individual worker with spiritual power, and {2) the supreme
command and direction of the entire enterprise,”22 Taylor

recognized this twofold relation, and depended upon the Holy

o0, 7. Knowlton, The Foreign Missionary (Fhiladelphia:
Bible and Publication Soclety, 1872), D. L3le

slclark, op. cit., pp. 29-30.

2Robert Hall Glover, The Bible Basis of uissions (Los
Angeles: DBible House of Los Angeles, 1946), »p. 58.
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Spirit for power to do God's work, and for direction and
leadership in each move that he made.

The Spirit of God has laid upon me the responsi-
bility, and has thus far led me in the work of utilizing
indigenous resources for founding self-supporting mis-
sions for the conversion of the natives of the countries
into which he leads me, He called me to this work just
at the time I had set to close my foreign evangelizing
tours and return to my family and to my regular itinerant
work in California. ‘hus my cherished hope of years was
blighted. 1 am a man of the strongest home affections
and preferences, with no earthly ambition for foreign
travel and labor. ...lhe Lord would not release me, but
led me on and used me to do the impossible things. 3

\H5§Taylor, Story of wy Life, ope. cit., p. 636,



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

In this final chapter the findings of the preceding
chapters are restated to clearly show in a compact way the
more important findings of the entire study. the conclusions
of this investigation are also stated, together with the
problems which the study has raised, but Which require ad-
ditional research beyond the limits of the reported investi-

gation.
I, SUMMARY

The aim or purpose of the missionary enterprise which
William Taylor put into practice throughout his fruitful
ministry was that succinetly stated by Speer.l

This is the aim of foreign missions, to make Jesus
Christ known to the world, with a view to the full sal-
vation of men, and their gathering into true and living
churches in the fields to which we go.
the countries to which this aim carried him were the United
States, Canada, the British Isles, Australia, wnew Zealand,
Tasmania, Ueylon, Liberia, Central and Southern Africa, the
west Indles, India, and the coasts of South America. He

left his imprint and the Gospel message on each continent,

truly fulfilling Rev. C. H. Wheeler's definition of a

LRobert L. Speer, wissionary Principles and Eractice
(New York: Fleming H. Revell uompany, 1902}, p. 40.
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missionary.

The missionary is confined to no one city or village,
is the occupant of no one pulpit, is not a local preacher,
but an apostolic explorer, to range and map out the coun-
try, and direct others, whom he shall select and train ,
for the work, where to do the labor of local preaching.®

Yaylor was the type of man who'is needed and wanted in for-
eign missions, because he had something within which of a
necessity leaped out to influence others.B
The missionary methods which tfaylor employed were
numerous and almost exhaustive of those available. ZFreaching
was, of course, his main method, but this he adapted in var-
ious ways: (1) through personal work, speaking and dealing
with individuals; (2) by mass evangelism, which took either
the form of street preaching, holding revival meetings, or
speaking through the use of an interpreter; and {(3) through
the normal ministry of the pastorate, conducting sefvices
regularly and discharging the necessary functions. In ad-
dition to being a preacher, he was an author, a singer, an
organizer, and an administrator. Under the annointing of
the Holy Spirit he filled the capaeity of sower, .waterer,
cultivator, reaper, and preserver for the'cause of Jesus

Christ. He was a home missionary, a foreign missionary, and

a missionary director, all of which necessitated his being

“Chalmers sartin, Apostolic and iodern Missions (New
York: JFleming H. Revell Company, 1898}, p. 182.

3speer, op. cit., p. 69.
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also a world traveler, Like Paul he was a preacher of the
Gospel, not the law, and he retired from his converts to
give place to Christ.h Perhaps more than anyone else in
his generation, Taylor was used to give an impetus to the
missionary enterprise.

Taylor was not a free-lancer, but linked himself with
the organization which he felt most nearly characterized the
true church. He was a member of the lethodist Episcopal
Church, and maintained this relationship throughout his
ministry. whenever possible he worked with this church,
but was not sectarian. The missions, which God'led him to
pioneer and Tfound in India and South America, were separate
from any organization, but were founded with the intention
of eventually making them full members of the General Con-
ference. Like Paul,5 Taylor had a great ploneer spirit. He
was not content to build on other men's foundations, bub
believed th&t those who had never heard should have their
chance, Actually he was just putting into practice on =a
larger scale the methods which he followed when he was a
circuit rider. The reason he refused any remuneration was

simply to silence any mistaken eriticism at this point.

4Roland Allen, Missionary methods: St. Paul's or Ours
(New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1913), vp. 196,

5Bﬁbert Hall Glover, The Bible Basis of iissions (Los
Angeles: Bible House of Los Angeles, 1946), DDe 82-83.
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S8ince he was a world-evangelist, he felt it best to work
on this basis, depending wholly on the sale of his books for
his family's support and for his expenses. Paul forewent
the same privilege end made tents for support.é

The basis upon whiech laylor founded the self support-
ing churches was that self-supporting people could also
produce a self-supporting church, He made the mistake of
including in this work the local support of the foreign
missionary, thus over-taxing the work and under-supporting
the missionaries. His methods of putting the church to work,
training the workers, and establishing the members in the
faith were necessary for self~$upp0rting work. YThe work of
witness belonging to the whole church is the first lesson
taught in the Acts of the'ﬁpostles.7 Taylor stressed this
point, so that the converts under his ministry were known for
thelr witnessing and were eager workers for Christ.

In the Névious plan, the universal use of the Bible
in every phase of the work proved to be’even more the secret
of success than the other often mentioned methods. The
Bible class system was that which gave training to the Church,

8

and gave the Korean Church its strong foundation.® Taylor

01 Corinthians 10:18.

7irthur 7. Pierson, The New Acts of the Apostles (New
York: The Baker & Taylor Co., 1894), De 152.

8Gharles Allen Clark, The Nevius Plan for Migsion iiork
(Seoul, Korea: Christian Literature Society, 1937), Dp. 19-20.
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worked on the plan of class meetings, but whether a sys-
tematic Bible study was carrled on or not is not known by
the author. Perhaps it could be said that he overstressed
experience to the neglect of firm grounding in the Word. It
would appear, however, from his writings that the Bible was
not neglected nor given a second place.

The conditions which Taylor faced throughout the world
in soul saving work were strikingly similar to conditions in
Poul's day.’ |

l.. The Anglo-baxon empire of natlons was the modern
counterpart of the far-influencing Homan government. They
owned a large share of the land, and commanded the resources
of the globe and all the seas. This is still largely true
today, though America has taken the lead England once had,
and the &nglish colonial system has broken down,

2. The Roman governuent was heathen and bitterly
opposéd to Christ, but the anglo-Saxon empire of the nine-
‘teenth century was avowedly Uhristian, and committed to the
extension and defense of Christianity. Today, with the
strong upsurge of Communism and the increased attacks of
Homan Cathoiiciam, the situation has almost reverted to the
former state of Paul's day. <This is especially true in

areas of the world where the iron curtain, the bamboo curtain,

MWilliem Taylor story of my Life (New vYork: Zaton
and kains, 1896), pp. 515-15.
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and the purple curtain exist, making Gospel penetration
increasingly difficult.

3. Paul took advantage of the wide diffusion of the
Greek language and literature in his day. Yaylor utilized
the inglish language in the same way, which can be even
more effectively used as a medium in this present generation.

L. Paul used the scattered Jews as an entering wedge
in opening heathen naticns.  in like manner Yeylor made use
of the inglish-speaking people, and this is in a measure
possible today as well,

5. All govermments, nations, and religious systens
were combined in hatred against the early Christian church
of Paul's day. In’Tayler's day the very opposite was true;
for every nation stood with an open door to the Gospel, and
most governments stood at the Gospel messenger's defense.

In this day the doors are fast closing, and many are already
shut.

6., Paul's methods of travel were exbremely limited
and crude, especially when it cameto crossing the mediterran-
ean sea. Taylor had railroad trains and good ocean going
vessels at his disposal. Advancements in this area have
been almost staggering in recent years, for today there are
airplanes, automobiles, and fine ocean liners to make travel

more rapid and comfortable,



Th
Paul's methods were sulted to his age, and yet, though
conditions change, his basic principles remain as workable

10 ‘rfaylor endeavored to employ the

today as ever before.
apostolic methods as ne was able to interpret them, varying
his approach to the heathen and to the enlightened as was
exemplified by the Apostles. Taylor's methods were pliabdle,
as were Pauls, to be changed or altered as the Holy Spirit

directed.
II. THE CONCLUSION

The world-missionary, William Taylor, was a man whom
Goé greatly used in the past century. Y‘he success and re-
sults Which attended his ministry are assurance that his
methods Were‘blessed of God. It 1s highly reascnable to.
conclude that some valuable lessons or principles can be
gleaned from the study of his missionary methods which may
prove of profit to the missionary work of today. irst of
ail, the nmissionary must be possessed with the love of Christ,
vhich will send him out to seek the lost and to tell them
the good news of the Gospel. Second, the one who does God's
work must be wholly consecrated to God, being willing to
face tremendous obstacles, and nol counting any cost too

great for Christ's sake. Third, he must be empowered and

104a11en, op. cit., ». 195,
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led by the Holy Spirit, who actually accomplishes the results.
Fourth, he must be natural and direct in his presentation of
God's message., LFifth, he must study his people, keeping his
methods ever pliable to the reaching of their needs. oixth,
he must work for the conversion of his people to Christ, but
rmust make this the means to an end, and not the end itself.
They need also to be grounded in the faith, trained in the
Word of God, and put to work in the great harvest field,
Seventh, he should aim at organizing an indigenous, self-
supporting, self-maintaining, self-propagating Church.

One problem which has been raised in regard to this
‘study is yet unsolved, and would require considerable re-
search beyond the limits of this investigation., It would
be interesting and would prove valuable to £ind out how well
the work of Taylor progressed and prospered over a long
period of years., ‘here is no guestion as to the effective~
ness during his ministry, but the permanence and lasting
results over a long period have not been revealed by this

particular study.
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