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PREFACE.

I SHALL not make any apology for what is
here offered to the public, the importance of the
fubjeéts being fufficient to juftify the inveftigation
thereof. On reading the forementioned pamphlet, I
obferved, that whatever reafons the author had met
with (which divers worthy members of our religious
fociety have with chriftian ingenuity given thereon)
they have fell thort of convincing his underftanding
of the re&itude of our fentiments in the refpects
treated on ; which is no indication of want of ability,
but want of opportunity; for it is unreafonable to
fuppofe, that they fhould adapt anfwers to every ob-
ieétion that in future might be made; or that  they
thould do the work of their day and ours alfo. An
idea like this, entertained in an unbelieving heart,
has in many ages greatly retarded the reformation,
which as yet has made but little progrefs, for the
world fill lies in wickednefs. I am not infenfible of
the difficulty attendant on combating with popular
opinions, lowing from the influence of education, and
fupported by the cuftom of many ages : it is immai
teria
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terial whether thofe cuftoms be well or ill founded,
with refpect to their detention of the mind, they
equally militate againft things offered not coincident
therewith ; many of my readers being of this clafs,
it would be irrational to fuppofe, that fuch will be
wholly divefted of prejudices, {0 as to be impattial in
the examination of the fubjets hereafter treated on:
svhen the fentiments of the reader ftand oppofed to
the matters propofed, except he can fufpend them
during the confideration, he will be under an utter
incapacity of weighing things in the balance of « qui-
ty. It is the unbiafled only that can judge impar-
tially. °

As heaven is higher than the earth, fo in like pro-
portion are the things pertaining to falvation fuperior
1o temporal confiderations ; of which number I con-
ceive the following matters to be. As to the ferip-
tures which ¥rancis Herr endeavours to prove 1o be
the eyer}af@ing Word of God, T have endeavoured
10 dxfcrumnz}te between them and the everlafting
'\;Vofdi 113Utf1f 31'1)1 will have them called the ‘Word,
:(‘ %rey gu%u or diftinftion to call them the written

Vord, for they are not everlafting. As to water
Bapnfm, which F. H. endeavours to prove to be an
ordinance of Chrift, commanded and enjoined by
him to be perpetuated and pradtifed on ail Chrifti-
ans, 1 have endeavoured to demonftrate it to be
John’s difpenfation.

As to the heavenly Baptifm which Chrift com-
manded, 1 believe it neceffary to be experienced bY
every fon and daughter of Adam, ere they can enter
the kingdom _of heaven. How important then mu
it be, to be rightly underftood! Is it not high time,
that men fhou_ld entertain a jealoufy refpc&&ing cle- |
mentary Baptiim, inafmuch as it has proved no rc-
medy againﬁ fin, and fruitlefs of {alvation ? To de-
{ine pl'ecifely whether our Lord commanded watet 1Or

the
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the Spirit for this purpofe, is what I have principally
aimed at, and fhall leave the reader to judge of my
fuccefs. As to the order of time referred to, refpett-
ing tranfaftions mentioned in Scriptures, 1 have de-
pended on its chronology. In treating on the peace-
able kingdom of Chrift, I have not attempted it ob-
jetively, except in two or three inftances near the
conclufion, but have endeavoured to illuftrate the
way and mauner, by which I believe his kingdom
will be advanced in the earth, which I think is agree-
able to the feripture teftimony, and the fpreading of
primitive Chriftianity. In all which my defign has
been more to clear the truth from mifapprehenfions,
and long practifed uneflential ordinances, than to ex-
ult in a victory over my opponent ; therefore I have
omitted taking notice of feveral plein contradiétions
in his pampbhlet.

LIGHT
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RISING OUT OF

OBSCURITY.

CHAPTER L
Refpecting the Scripturese

IN the firlt place, refpecting the Scriptures, our
writings at large fully exhibit our fenfe and ap-
probation of them to the world ; we efteem them an
hlﬁorlca} relation, in which is included an unparal-
leled train of memorable events (viz.) the majefty,
power, and greatnefs of the Almighty, in the produc-
tion o.f the uni_verfe; his laws, commandments, tel-
timonies, mercies, and judgments, difpenfed to man-
kind, mterrm.xed with the moral actions and fayings
of men of various defcriptions, for the {pace of above
4000 Years.

The world abounds with hiftories of an inferior
kind, fo that few are at a lofs to know, that a hif-
tory is only a dfafcription or declaration of a thing,
and not the thing itfelf. Therefore the Scriptures
are not the everlafting Word ; for John faith, In
the beginning was the Word ;”* but the Scriptures

were

* Johni. 1, 2, 3.
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¢ in the beginning : ¢ And the Word was

:?:g 1.(‘}Ood 2’ but tl%e bibl% was not with him. And
the Word was God:” but it would be very 1mp1-
ous to fay, that the Scriptures were God. The
fame was in the beginning with God; all things
were made by him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made.” But the bible never
made any thing, vifible nor invifible. ¢ And the

Word was made flefh, and dwelt among us.”” &e.

but the Scriptures never became fleth. I hun}bly

think the Apoftle here furnifhes every unprejud1ced

reader with materials, that with indubitable clearnels

difcriminate between the everlafting Word and thole

facred repofitories. The commandments were given

for a guide to frail man ; and the law, as Paul faith,

“ was added becaufe of tranfgreffions.”+ And Mo-

fes, the earlieft writer that we know of, lived about

2500 years after the beginning alluded to DY the
Apoftle, therefore the books under notice are not

that Word, becaufe the moft antient of them weré
not in the beginning ; but this Word was the fameé
which Mofes dire&ed the attention of Ifrael to, whem
he faid, ¢ the Word is very nigh unto thee, in thy
Zno'utl} and in thy heart, that thou mayeft do it}
This infpeaking Word not only ftrove with the -
raelites and the Antediluvians, but alfo with all the
offspring of Adam, being nigh unto them in thei’
hearts, &c. both before and fince the Scriptures were
wrote. Paul faith, ¢ The manifeflation of the Spi-
rit is given to every man to profit withal.”’§ Tha
this could not be the Secriptures, is abundantly
evident, becaufe from the beginning to this day»
thé greater part of mankind have not had the benefit
of them. David fays, < Thy Word is very puré

therefore

* John 1. verfe 14.

T Deut. xxx. 14.
+ Galatians i, 19.

§ LCar: gxs s
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therefore thy fervant loveth it.”’* This could not be
faid of any of the books then extant, becaufe as be-
fore hinted, there are many relations of matters and
fayings included, that are moral in their nature, and
fome of them fpeeches of impious men and women,
and confequently remote from purity ; {fuch as the
fpeech of Lamech to his two wives, of Jofeph’s mif-
trefs to her hufband, of Korah in his rebellion againft
Mofes, alfo of Goliath, Saul, the Witch of Endor,
Shimei, &c. This Word, which was without be-
ginning or end of days, the Scriptures {peak large-
ly of ; but I do not underftand any of the facred
writers in the fenfe our author does, neither can I
find, that they defigned to have them confidered as
the Word to which they impute fuch wonderful ef-
fecs, but through them to dire& men to the Word
for guidance and inftruétion. Obferve our Lord’s
reproof to the Jews (viz.) “ Ye have not his Word
abiding in you; for whom he hath fent, him ye be-
lieve not. Search the Scriptures, for in them ye
think ye have eternal life, and they are they which
teftify of me, and ye will not come unto mg that
ye might have life.”’t+ Perhaps no people in the
world were more ftudious in the Scriptures than they
were, which is evident from their expectations thro’
‘them to obtain eternal life; yet our Lord plainly
told them, that they had not his Word abiding in
them, which is a {fufficient proof, that he did not call
the Old Teftament the Word. The Apoltle Paul
tells us, that “ The Sword of the Spirit, is the
Word of God,”} Alo, < The Word is quick and
powel’f“l’ &c. tharper .than any two-edged fword,
piercing even to the dividing afunder of foul and
fpirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a dif-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart ; nei-

B . ther

* Pllm cxix. 149, 1 John v. 38. ¥ Eph. vi. 17.
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‘ 3 ere any creature that is not manifeft in his
tf?;t‘;tl,s \:Et all th%ngs are naked and Opfil ur‘lt.O t(};;:
eyes of him with whom we have to do. 'Ib it p ;
fible, that any enlightened man can be fo ignorant,
as to fuppofe that the Old and New Teftament 18
here meant, or that they have fuch power and capa-
city of knowing, dividing afunder and difcerning ;
furely no—for the fame Apoftle faid, < Our fufEQ}’
ency is of God, who alfo hath made us able mlm;.
ters of the New Teftament, not of the letter, but ©
the Spirit; for the letter killeth, but the Spirit gtV
eth life.’+ < But if the miniftration of death writ-
ten and engraven in {tones was glorious,” &c. He}'e
the Apoftle, by reprefenting the commandments writ:
ten with the finger of God, as the miniftration ©
death, plainly proves, that it was the letter of the
Scriptures which he meant that killeth ; thereby'ex'
hibiting a caution to the believers, that they m}ght
not place their truft and dependance on any writtel
preferiptions, but on the Word or Spirit which only
giveth life. It was through a bare adherance unto:
and unwarrantable expe&ations from the Scripturés
that rendered the Jews lifelefls and deftitute of B¢
Word, or a right knowledge of them; and many
fince them have erred on that ground. They doubt”
lefs thought as our author and many others do, that
the Scriptures were the Word, as their high expec”
tations evince ; for nothing below that all-creating
power could adminifter life, therefore they remai
ed infenfible, in a ftate where woful difappointment
inevitably awaited them. :
Since by the Word all things were created and aré
fuftained, vifible and invifible ; and that it was that
Rock and Foundation that followed and conduqed
Ifrael in their movements in the wildernefs, which

the

* Heb. iv. 12, 13- + 2 Cor. iil. 5, 6, 7-
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the Apoftle fays was Chrift; then it was the Word
in the beginning that fpake, and faid, let it be fo,
and it was fo. The words fpoken were the words of
the Word, and not the Word itfelf, as fome of the
moft remarkable paflages in Scripture evince, where
the Almighty vocally uttered the commandments and
ftatutes, &c. to Ifrael : he called them the words,
but not the Word (viz.) ¢ Thefe are the words
which thou fhalt fpeak unto the Children of Ifrael.”’*
« All thefe words which the Lord commanded
him.” ¢ And God fpake all thefe words, faying, I
am the Lord thy God,”+ &c.  And the Lord faid
unto Mofes, write thou thefe words ; for after the te-
nor of thefe words,” &c. *“ And he wrote upon the
tables the words of the covenant, the ten command-
ments.”’} ¢ Thefe are the words which the Lord
hath commanded,”’§ &c. < And thefe words which I
command thee this day, fhall be in thine heart,”[}
&c.

Francis Herr thinks he has proved fomething in
the following quotations (viz.) ¢ And this is the
Word of the Lord.”  Hear ye the Word of the
Lord.”” ¢ The Word of the Lord came alfo unto
me.” “The Word of the Lord came unto me,” &c.
with divers more to the fame import ; to which I an-
fwer in the words of Chrift, who is the Word, ¢ For
it is not ye that fpeak, but the Spirit of your Father
that fpeaketh in you.”q From which it is plain, that
the Prophets and Servants of the Moft High were
not miftaken, when they informed thofe to whom
they were fent, that they had the Word of the Lord;
for his Spirit was upon them, and his power, which
is the Word, was with them. They were only pu-
rified, chofen and prepared vehicles, through which

the
#* Exod. xix. 6, 7. § Exod. xxxv. L
i Xx. I, 2. || Deut. vi. 6.
5 3 XXX1v. 27, 28, 9 Matt. x. 20
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the Word fpake: it would be equally true to {ay, it
was not them that fpake, but the W ord that fpake
through them, for the Spirit of Chrift {fpake through
the Prophets under the law, for ¢ The Prophets
have enquired,” &c. ¢ Searching what or what man-
ner of time the Spirit of Chrift which was in them
did fignify, when it teftified beforehand the fufter-
ings of Chrift, and the glory that fhould follow.””*

~ Behold in what point of view Peter and John con-
fidered the Word, ¢ Being born again, not of cor-

ruptible feed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of

God which liveth and abideth for ever,”” < But thé:

Word of the Lord endureth for ever, and this is 1’1}5

Word which by the gofpel is 2
; . preached unto you
Which Word is Chrift—for as St. Paul faith, We

preach not ourfelves, but Chiift Jefus the Lord,”}

&c. Again: 1 have written unto you young men»
becaufe ye are ftrong, and the Word of God abid-
eth in you,”§ &c. From all which it is abundanﬂy
iw_/adent, that the Saints when {peaking of the Word,
did not mean any witten preferiptions, however ¢
ey ut the power, fenfible prefence, and Spirit %
od, which they often expreffed under various aP;
pellations, which imprefs our minds with ideas ©
wonderful efficacy, incomprehenfible power imma-
culate purity, and eternal exiftence, and not tranf”
Illjllutable Ey mortals, therefore not a’ny thing reduCi&
ble to ink and paper, things i er, an
i.nca}mBle of métigﬁ., g defh_tutt.a il ol
This 15 a clear point, that all that has ever bee®
uttered or written for man’s inftru@ion, from the
foundation of the world; or that ever ,will be to
the lateft period of time, are included under the de-
nomination of records, teflimonies, or declarations
of ‘God’s Spirit; and that all vifible and material
things
% 1 DPet. 1. 10, IT,

"}‘.... - :5) 25‘

1 2 Cor. iv. 5-
% 1 John xi. 14+
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things muft terminate.  For the elements fhall mel€
with fervent heat; the earth alfo, and the works
that are therein, fhall be burnt up2* This will
doubtlefs be verified, literally as well as myftically,
but the Word will ftand and abide for ever.

Thefe obfervations, however oppofite to populat
ideas, are I think well founded upon, and plainly
deducible from Scripture, free from any fubtilty or
unwarrantable philofophy ; and in my fenfe the in-
fpired writers have {fufficiently diftinguifhed the words
uttered from that All-powerful Word frém whence
they proceeded ; and it is equally neceffary for us to
continue proper diftinétions, otherwife we fhall con-
found caufes with their effects, and finally land in
perplexity : and wherein are the Scriptures depreci-
ated, by the term of Holy writ ?- ‘Holy is an high
epithet ; it is imputed to the Great Firft Caufe, and
therefore cannot degrade the effe&ts ; and we think
it unfafe for us, who thus underftand the Word, to

ive that denomination to the Scriptures, left we al-
{o fall into the condemnation of the Pharifaical Jews,
of whom Paul teftifies, ¢ That the Children of If-
rael could not fteadfaftly look to the end of that
which is abolithed—but “their minds were blinded :
for until this day remaineth the fame vail untaken
away, in the teading of the Old Teftament ; which
wvail is done away in Chrift.”’}

# 2 Peter iii. 1. + 2 Cor. iil, 13, 14

 CHAP.
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CHAP IL

Concerning BapTIsM.

4 NONCERNING Water Baptifm, Francis Hert

PR

calls it a reception into the church and congre=

gation of faints, and that it ought not to be called a
Chriftian Baptifm, if it is knowingly adminiftered un-
to the unconverted. Again he fays, it being then ip1-
ritual, it requires alfo {piritual and regenerated men;

whofe hearts were changed, &c. ¢ See! Thefe has

St. John baptized, and all fuch has Jefus Chrift com-
manded to baptize.”” If he means, that the admini+
ﬁratlgn of water is [piritual, I muft diffent from him
therein, believing that fpiritual and regenerated meh
have already experienced an efficacious and truly fp1°
ritual Baptifm,. which changes the heart, and needs
not the operation of any element ; a reliance on
which may fubje& to the fame condemnation into
which the Galatians fell, who ¢ began in the Spirifs
and thought to be made perfedt in ﬁxe fleth.”’* And
if John the Baptift only baptized ¢ fuch as Wert
change'd by the word of truth,” &c. then did he find
a plentiful harvelt of converted men. For Matthew
fays, ¢ Then went out to him Jerufalem and all Jus
dea, and all the regions round about Jordan, an
Were baptized of him in Jordan.”’t Mark fays—
And there went out unto him all the land of Ju-
dea,. and they of Jerufalem, and were all baptize
of him in the river of Jordan.”’{ Very comprehen-
ﬁye expreflions thefe. Even the Publicans and Sol-
diers were not refufed by him: from which I infer
that thofe whom John baptized were generally un-
converted, fuch as needed repentance ; and his mil-

fion

% Gal. 1. 3+ + Matt. iii. 3. 1 Mark i. 5.
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fion was to fhew them typically, by bathing or plung-
ing into, and wafhing their bodies clean in water,
how Chrift would by his Spirit wath, cleanfe and pu-
rify their hearts and confciences. And had thofe al-
ready mentioned been converted perfons, they would
have known Chrift (as John did) when he came with
his refining and winnowing Baptifm, and not have
rejected him. :

But to come to the point in hand, he further fays,
¢¢ Such has Jefus Chrift commanded to baptize, when
he faith," all power is given unto me in heaven and
in earth; go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft,” &c. And again—
¢ Go ye into all the ‘world, and preach-the gofpel
unto every creature ; he that believeth, and is bap-
tized, fhall be faved ; but he that believeth not, fhall
be damned.” Hence he would infer, that water is
meant in the above commands ; to which I anfwer,
that God is a God of order ; that Chrift is not the
author of confufion : if water had there been meant,
would it not have been exprefled? With what pre-
cifion were the rites of the law enjoined ; and the dif-
penfation of the gofpel, which is far more excellent,
cannot be lefs complete, The contefts and confufi-
on that have been about this fimple point, for many

enerations, have been almoft endlefs. If therefore
water was intended, the command appears to be de-
ficient without the expreflion thereof; and can we
admit, that fuch an omiffion efcaped him who is
omnifcient? The end and defign of Chrift’s coming,
was to lead men from exterior to interior things.—
The new covenant, or gofpel difpenfation, is {piri-
tual, in which without him we can do nothing to ad-
vance his glory. It is the fubftance of all that was
prefigured under the law, which I conceive {tood

in force until he had paflfed through it, and fulfilled
] the
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the righteoufnefs thereof. When on the c?ofs, < ]'.ev
fus knowing that all things were accomplithed, faid
1 thirt.—And when Jefus therefore had received
the vinegar, he faid, it is finithed.””* "This I appre-
hend.to be the end of the typical difpenfation, which
was accomplifhed and finifhed in him; < for Chrift
is the end’ of the law.”’ Yet notwithftanding it was
for a time kept to, and taught by the Apoitles, it
being reafonable-to conclude, that their continuance
in thefe things was permitted, more through conde-
fcenfion to the attachments and frailty of human na-

ture in general, than from fenfible abligation ; long

fixed and deep rooted cuftoms and prejudices not be-
ing readily feparated from. For the fame reafons do
T apprehend John’s Baptifin was practifed at the f(t
under the gofpel for a time, by fome who doubt.
lefs faw the ivalidity thereof, and continued by
others fuperftitioufly. The Apoftles having been bap-
tized by John, faw fuch evident teftimonies of the
divine prefence attending his miffion, that they in

an unexperienced ftate, not feeing clearly the defign
and exit thereof, probably thought it to have great-
er efficacy than' they a !

fterwards found, as appears
from the fenfe of Peter and Paul, when, in apf)nore
experienced period of their apo&lefhip (viz.) ¢ The

like figure whereunto Baptifm doth alfo now fave
us;” (mark, he profefles being faved by Baptifin)
* not the putting away the filth of the flefh,” - which
1s the utmoft effet of water) <« byt the anfwer of @
good confcience towards God, by the refurreétion of
_JFFUS Chrift.”{ He who experienceth this refurrec-
tion fpiritually accomplithed in himfelf, knows well
. what faving Baptifm 1s. Chrift told Peter and his
brethren,” when bodily prefent, that when he the
Spirit of Truth is come, he would guide them into

all

% John xix. 28, 30.  t Rom. x. 4,

% 1 Peter iii. 21,



( 17 )

all truth, which is a gradual work. They at that
time thought their Malter’s intention was to reftore
a temporal kingdom unto Ifrael ;* he did not unde-
ceve them, but left their judgment to be reltified
in that, and many other things (which they could
not then bear) by their promifed guide. Peter in
his fpiritual infancy prattifed water Baptifm, hav-
ing, quickly after his Lord’s afcenfion, reccived 2
commxﬁ}on and power to preach the gofpel, and to
work miracles, by which great numbers were convert-
ed to the Chriftian faith. Converfion and Spiritual
Baptifin are the fame thing ; for both imply a change
from a ftate of nature into a ftate of grace ; and that
power by which he preached the gofpel mixing with,
or being received in true faith by the hearers, bap-
tized them with the Spirit and wrought their con-
verfion ; but many who heard and believed were not
fo baptized, for want of faith. The above is verified
in the inftance of Cornelius. ¢ While he yet {pake
thefe words, the Holy Ghott fell on all them which
heard the word.”’+ The Apoftles who had hitherto
thought falvation was confined to the Jews, were afto-
nithed becaufe the Spirit was conferred on the Gentiles
alfo. This appears to be the eighth year from that
miraculous effufion of the Spirit mentioned Aés 2d-
It feems on this occafion, as though fome had began
{0 doubt of water Baptifm, or elfe why did Peter
fay, ¢ Can any man forbid that water,” &c. Nine-
teen years after this is the date of his epiftle, in
which he exprefled himfelf concerning Baptifm ; by
which time we cannot doubt, but that his underftand-
ing and judgment was fully rectified, in that and all
other things relative to falvation.
The Apoftle Paul, through whofe efficacious mi-
niftry multitudes of the Gentiles embraced the gof-.
C pel,’

* Alsi, 6. T A&s x. 44.
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: , sth vear of his apoftlefhip, fays, <1 tliank
}EL’({? :E:t214bagtized nonepof you but Crifpus and
Gaius, left any fhould fay, that I had baptized 1n
mine own name.”” - This by the context is doubtlefs
generally underftood of water Baptiflm. He then pro-
ceeds, faying, “ And I baptized alfo the houfehold of

Stephanas; befides 1 know not whether I baptized any
other: for Chrift fent me not to baptize, but to preach
the gofpel. The Apoftle could not be ignorant of the
command, ¢ Go ye therefore and teach all nations,
baptizing them,” &c. Had he underftood water there
to be meant, he muft have been very deficient in the
execution of his minifterial fun&ion, and alfo very
prefumptuous, to thank God that he had done his
work fo negligently. It is highly probable, that ma-
ny imagine the Apoftle confined what he wrote
hereon to the Corinthians ; but the contrary is de-
monftrable, for Stephanas was an inhabitant of
Achaia, and not of Corinth (now called Morea.*)
If he had been a Corinthian, Paul’s recommendation
of him would have been unneceffary ; from whence
I argue, that thofe enumerated were not only all
the Corinthians that he had baptized with water,
but all tha.t‘he had _fo baptized any where; but
that the Spirit’s Baptifm had been through the gol-
pel power conferred cn many by him, is evident:
tor Luke who wrote the Aés, and was Paul’s com-
panion, fays pofitively (when {peaking of Paul’s la-
bours) “ And many of the Corinthians hearing, be-

lieved and were baptized.”’+ And here T. Herr’s
query, tefpetting the twelve Ephefians (on whom

the Baptifm of the Spirit was conferred by the lay-
ing
* Tt is the fouthernmoft part of Greece, being a peninfula al-

moft cut off from the main by water, and lies nearelt to Achaia,
they being joined by a narrow ilthmus of confiderable length.

1 A&s xviil. 8.
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in_g on of Paul’s hands) whether he baptized them
with water or no, may be anfwered ; the text fays
they were baptized, but is filent refpeéting water.
Thxg being three years earlier than his epiftle to the
Corinthians, determines the point fo far in our fa-
vour, that we may venture to fay he did not bap-
tize them with water. Is it any greater miracle or
lefs poffible to confer the Spirit’s Baptifm, than to
heal the fick, reftore the lame, caft out devils, and
raife the dead? furely no; with men they are all im-
poflible, but with God all things are poflible. And
there are many inftances in Scripture, where men
not enly performed wonders, and things 1mpofiible
as men, through his power, but alfo where thofe
things are imputed to men as their ads. And Paul
profeffes a power to confer gifts of the Spirit, faying,
¢« I long to fee you, that 1 may impart unto you
fome {piritual gift.”*

Now that water Baptifm was John’s Baptifm, is
by =il granted 3 and that he was the only officer di-
wvinely commiffioned to adminifter it, is all that can
be proved. That the Spirit’s Baptifm is Chrift’s Bap-
tifim, is equally true.  But if water Baptifm was alfo
intended to be perpetaated as an ordinance of Chrift,
his entire filence refpelting auy command thercon,
muft be very extraordinary. What did John mean
when be faid, * ¥indeed baptize you with water ;
but one mightier thar 1 cameth, the tarchet of whole
fhoes I arm not worthy to unloofe ; he fhall baptize
you with the Hely Ghoft and with fire: whofe fan
¢ in his hand, and he will throughly purge his

toor,”} &¢- What elle does his deleription of the
puritying effells of Chuilt’s Bapiifm argue, but that
in Hke manner as 1 wafly, bathe, and purify your be-
dies in water, o {hall he who cometh wath, cleanfc,
and

5 Rom. 1, 88 I Lukeid. 16, 17.
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! 3 our hearts and confciences, in his fpi-
3&?1:1%“;:\1\21”? _ And what elfe did John mean, when
he faid, he muft increafe, but I muft decreafe, if it
was not in the adminiftration of their different
baptifmal offices? In what other point of view can
we underftand it ? fince to increafe implies a gradual
fpreading or prevailing, and to decreafe a gradual
diminution ; and whatever continues to decreafe will
terminate. * Again : that water is not Chrift’s Bap-
tifm, is clear to me on this head (viz.) as he came
to fulfil, and alfo to abrogate and rend the vail of
figurative performances (though originally of equal
authority with water Baptim) in order to make way
for an higher difpenfation ; the fubftance of all that
was typified by the ordinances under the law, < which
made nothing perfe¢t;” it would thercfore be irra-
tional to fuppofe, that he who came after the power
of an endlefs life, who by ¢ the bringing in of a bet-
ter hope,”* fhould again devolve into fhadowy
and exterior things. For Paul faith, ¢ Wherefore
if ye be dead with Chrift from the rudiments of the
world, why, as though living in the world, are ye
fubjett to ordinances (touch not, tafte not’ handle
not ; which are all to perith with the ufing) after the
commandments and doétrines of men ?”
- F.Herr calls on us to anfwer him from Holy Writ,
where our Lord has given his difciples, &c. power,
or commanded them to baptize men with the Holy
Ghoft ; to which 1 anfwer, when he faid, < All pow-
er 1s given unto me in heaven and in earth.” BY
this he affured them, that his power was all-fuffici-
ent, and fhould not be lacking : and « Go ye there-
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Ho-
ly Ghott ; teaching them to obferve all things what-

{oever

# Heb. vii. 19, 16. ¥ Coll. ii. 20, 21, and 22.
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foever 1 have commanded you ; and lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world,” is a
pofitive command, with an affurance that his prefence
thould not fail them. Likewife, * Go ye into all
the world, and preach the Gofpel to every creature;
he that believeth, and is baptized, fhall be faved;
but he that believeth not,”” &c. Thefe two texts
our author links together, and fo do I,* fuppofing
them both to have been written at one time. He
fays, this injunction the Apoftles received, as the
commandment of their Lord and Mafter, in which
fenfe T alfo accept it, having no doubt but that the
Baptifm of the Spirit was hereby commanded and en-
joined ; for only to have enjoined plunging, dipping,
and purifying their bodies in water, is a work that
finful men could perform without fupernatural aid,
and needed not fuch affurance given of the never
failing prefence of Almighty Power. And to me it
feems demonftrable, that Water was no more in-
tended than exprefled, which I think may thus be
proved : Our Lord pofitively fays,  He that believ-
eth, and is baptized, fhall be faved.”” Here is no
provifo ; he did not fay, may be, but fhall be fav-
ed ; from whence I argue, the Baptifm which our
Lord commanded, is abfolutely a faving Baptifm;
and that if water was meant, the confequence 1s 1n-

evitably

* Tt is evident, that thefe two texts were {poken at one time:
Matthew fays,  Behold he goeth before you into Galilee, there
fhall ye fee him.”f—Then the cleven difciples went away into
Galilee, &¢. Mark fays, « Tell his difciples and Peter, that he
gocth before you 1nto Galilee, there fhall ye fec him.”} And
the two Evangelifis only mention one interview with the eleven
in confequence of this direGion ; the firlt fays, fome fioubted;
the latter, that he upbraided them with unbelief ; and it cannof
be fuppofed, that they doubted or difbelieved in his refurrection,
after they had fcen him.

+ Matthew xxxviii. 7, 6. § Mark xvi. 17,

T
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evitably the fame 5 it muft follow, that all Wi, B
believed, and been baptized therewith, in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoﬁ,' are faved, St-
mon Magus not excepted, for he believed and was
paptized. Are there any among the fons of Adam
fo replete with credulity as to believe, that watel,
however or by whomfoever adminiftered, 1s poffe.{’(efi
of fuch foul redeeming efficacy ? furely no; for 1t 18
a deplorable truth, that thoufands, yea tens of thou-
fands, who have believed and been baptized in the
manner defcribed, have lived, and do live in all the
gratifications of fenfuality ; and many of them be-
lieved not in the poflibility of their being delivered
from them in this life, therefore far from a f{tate of
falvation. If he that believeth, and is baptized (as
our Lord commanded) fhall be faved, then it was
the Spirit’s Baptifm which he commanded his APS-
ftles to adminifter, and not water.

Another touchftone he has given for an infallible
rule (viz.) Trees are known by their fruits; « By
t}:en‘ fruits ye fhall know them;”* which is applicd”
ble to men or things. He that is baptized with the
Spirit, bringeth forth the fruits of the Spirit, W ich
areg lroye, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, gOOd'
ixefs, faith, meeknefs, temperance ; againft {uch there
1s no law.””+

. W The fruits or works of the flefb men~
tioned in the three preceding verfes, are, ¢ Adul-
tery, f9rmcation, uncleannefs, lafcivioufnefs, idola-
;{’f witcheraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wraths
I\n (N rfedmons:, herefies, envyings, murders, drun-
ennefs, revellings, and fuch like, of which I tel} you,
that they who do {uch things, fhall not inherit theé
2 ¥ o 2> . “r
1\111)gdom of God.’{ If therefore the fruits of many
who have been baptized with water, be fuch as the
fleth bringeth forth, then are they not in a {tate of
falvatiomn.

i Ver. 1g; 20, 21~
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falvation. Again : if many who have believed, and
been baptized with water, be not in a ftate of fal-
vation, then is the Baptilm wherewith they were bap-
tized not the Baptifm which Chrift commanded.

If the firlt be true, that the Baptifm which Chrift
commanded be abfolutely a {aving Baptifm, then is
the laft alfo true, that Water Baptifm is not the Bap-
tifm which he commanded and enjoined, becaufe it
abfolutely is not a faving Baptifm.

A Baptifm therefore, that -cannot fave or redeem
men from their fins, puts them in no better condi-
tion than they would be in if there was no Baptifm
at all, fince it neither makes men more holy nor
lefs wicked: it is refuted by its own confequences ;
and like circumcifion or uncircumcifion, it availeth
nothing. And as to the capacity of Chrift’s Mini-
fters, in the adminiftration of Spiritual Baptifm, he
told his Apoftles, that John truly baptized them with
water, but they fhould be baptized with the Holy
Ghoft, not many days hence; (here he reprefents
John as the difpenfer of water, and affumes no part
of his miflion to himfelf) which promife was fulfilled
in the days of Pentecoft, when they were all filled
with the Holy Ghoft. From which it appears, that
to be filled with the Holy Spirit, or to have it con-
ferred, and to be baptized therewith, are the fame
things. Wherefore I argue, that the Apoftles did
confer the Holy Ghoft,* by the laying on of their
hands ; which when Simon Magus faw, he ofler-
ed them money, thinking to make gain thereby :
alfo the twelve on whom Paul laid his hands here-
tofore mentioned. Marvel not at thefe things, for
Chrift’s Spirit is the Chriftian’s ftrength, which Paul
experienced when he faid, T can do all things
through Chrift which firengtheneth me,”t allgld{ as

efore

= Ads vill, 17, + Phil. . 13.
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before hinted, declared this fufficiency to be of God,
who had made them able Minifters of the Spirit, and
not of the letter ; therefore he that miniftereth the
Spirit, conferreth the Spirit ; and he that conferreth
the Spirit, baptizeth with the Spirit. Chrift faid,
<« Without me ye can do nothing,” but through him
they could do all things. Without him it was, and
is equally impoffible for them, or any now, to preach
the gofpel ( which is the power of God unto falva-
tion”*) to the edification of the church and God’s
glory ; therefore whoever attempts to officiate as 2
Gofpel Minifter, without being fenfibly called of God,
and on every fuch occafion renewedly qualified and
put forth by the aid of his power, experiencing his
Spirit to give utterance as the Apoftles did, cannot
profit the people ; for he who dependeth on the Scrip-
tures only for do&rine, and not on the Spirit, isa mi-
nifter of the letter, and not of the Spirit : fuch were
they who taught for dorine the precepts of men;
and he that hath “ not the Spirit of Chrift is none
of his 3t and he who abideth not in the dotrine of
Chrift, cannot be his Minifter, however eloquent of
coherent. his doé.trmes may be: therefore, whatever
fuch d.o in that line, it being without hi,m is pre
fumption and worfe than nothing. ’

The above may be confidered as a digreffion, but
as it t_ends to elucidate the fubje&t under notice,
have inferted it ; apprchending that I have been en-
abled, in a good degree, to demonftrate that Chrift
has not only commanded, but alfo given power 10
his Difciples ax}d. Apoftles to adminifter the Bapti{m
of the Holy Spirit ; and I may add, not unto them on-
ly who heard him utter the command, but to all that
thould go forth in his name to the end of the world:

F. Herr tells us of Water Baptifm being a proof
or feal of regeneration. This is transferring it from

being
* Rom. 1. 16. + Rom. viii. g.
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be‘ing. a type of good things to come, to be an enfign
or evidence that they are come; but as it leaves no
vifible npr diftinguifthable mark or impreflion on the
body, nor makes any material change, fo as to pro-
duce different fruits ; and the idea being without foun-
dation in reafon, or precept from Holy Writ, it may
be rejected as being merely imaginary in its eflelts,
and deftitute of any real confequence ; therefore, with
other legal rites, it may now be deemed but a ufelefs
ordinance. The beft feal or proof of having been
regenerated, are the fruits of the Spirit heretofore
mentioned, which are unto holinefs, and the end ever-
lafling life. And if any want a diftinguifhable badge
of being Members of Chrift’s Church, Love is the cri-
terion which he propofed for that end, faying, ¢ By
t+his fhall all men know that ye are my difciples, if
e have love one to another.””*

We are charged by F. Herr with infinuating, that
Water Baptifm was derived from the law, and he calls
on us to prove where it began. In the firft place it
will be right to define what is Water Baptifm ; is it
not to dip, plunge, bathe, or wafh, fo as to cleanfe
the body ? or as Peter hath it, to put away the filth
of the fleh? This 1 take to be what properly con-
{titutes Water Baptifm, when performed on a religl«
ous account ; any words or ceremony uttered during
the operation, does not make it more or lefs fo. We
do not find that John the Bapiift had any fixed ce-
remony, €xcept it was to preach the dodtrine of re-
entance ; therefore, if to wath, cleanfe, and purify
the body, be what properly conftitutes Water Bap-
tifm, in the original fenle of the word, then was Wa-
ter Baptiim often on religious accounts practifed by
the Ifraelites under the law.4+ But we do not fay that

D John

* John xiil. 35.
+ Levit. xv. from verle sth to 27th——and Num. xi%. from-

8th to z1ft.
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erived his commiffion from the law, but im-
kilcﬁa%ee{; from heaven: yet if John’s Baptifm had
not had a near affinity with the wafhings and purifi-
cations common among the Jews {which in faét were
Baptifms) it is highly probable it would not have

found fuch univerfal reception amongft that people, -

~who were very tenacious of the cuftoms delivered by
Mofes. This was abundantly verified ; for when
Chrift came, who had greater teftimony than John,
his do&rine fo contraditted their prejudices, that they
almoft univerfally rejected and difowned him.

The following are quotations from the works of
Ifaac Pennington,a worthy member of our fociety, who
lived in the laft century, and had experienced both
elementary and Spiritual Baptifm. He fays,® ¢ It 1S
faid, go teach baptizing, but it is not faid baptizing
with water, but in the name, or rather (as the Greek
1s) into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghoft.

“ Now to baptize with water is one thing, and
to baptize into the name is another ; as they who
experience the Spiritual Baptifm know it to be : for
the word of faith turns men from Satan to the pow-
er of life ; and then as they receive the power, and
are made partakers of the power, they are baptized
into the power and virtue of life; and fo they aré
buried (fo far as they come into Chrift) by the pow-
er of his Spirit, into this Heavenly Baptifin, mto
death unto fin, and by the fame power are made
alive unto righteoufnefs ; and fo the name of the

Lord, the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit, comes
over them, and they rife up in it unto life and righ-
teoufnefs, and fo are dead unto fin, and alive unto God-
Now any outward circumcifing or wafhing, can beé
but a figure of this; but the inward circumcifing and

wafhing

* TId Vol. Page 417.
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walhing is the thing itfelf. For Chrift {ent not his
able Minifters of the New Teftament to minifter the
letter, or to minifter the figures of things, but to mi-
nifter the Spirit (elle how were they able Minifters
of the Spirit?) to minifter the fubftance ; not to mi-
nifter a circumcifion or Baptifm which might be fha«
ken and pafs away, as outward and elementary, but
to minifter the circumcifion and Baptifm which cannot
be fhaken, which is the circumcifion and Baptiim
of the golpel ; the circumcifion and Baptifm of the
kingdom, which is never to be fhaken and pafs-away
as clementary, but to fland and abide for ever.—
Read, Heb. xii. 26, 27, 28, and confider how all
elementary and outward things, which could be fha-
ken, were to be fhaken and pafs away, that thofe
things which were of an higher nature, even of the
pature of the kingdom, might remain and be efta-
plifhed in their ftead.”
He fays,® * The Greek word is not &, which fig-
pifieth in but z; which fignifieth into: So that the
- Baptilm here commanded }s to baptize into the Na_me,
into the Father’s Name, into the Son’s Name, into
the Spirit’s Name, by turning them from darknefs to
light, from the power of Satan to God, and then the
ower and life of God’s Holy Spirit comes over their
hearts and minds, and breaketh the power of Satan,
and wafhes their coniciences from that which is dead,
and piungeth or dippeth them into that which is liv-

- b 34
ing:

* Page 421,

CHAP,
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CHAP IL

Comcerning the peaceable Kingpom ¢f CIIRIST.

ONCERNING the peaceable kingdom of the

Mefliah, we are inftru¢ted by many prophecies
in Scripture, refpedting its fpreading and prevalence;
and that in procefs of time, the kingdoms of this
world will become the kingdoms of our Loid, and
of his Chrift, and he fhall reign for ever and ever.®
Ifaiah fays, ¢ And it fhall come to pafs in the laft
days (that is, the gofpel days) that the mountain of
the Lord’s houfe fhall be eftablifhed in the top of the
mountains, and fhall be exalted above the hills, and
all nations fhall flow unto it ; and many people fhall
go and fay, come ye, and let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, to the houfe of the God of Jacob,
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk
in his paths; for out of Zion fhall oo forth the
law, &c. and he fhall judge among the nations, an
rebuke many people ; and they fhall beat their {words
into plow-fhares, and their fpears into pruni no-hooks;
nation fhall not lift up the fword againit nathion, nei-
ther fhall they learn war any more.”’t Alfo, < Unto
us a child is born, unto us a fon is given, and the
government fhall be upon his thoulder ; and his name
ihall be called Wonderful, Counfeilor, the Mighty
God, the Everlafting Father, the Prince of Peace; of
the increafe of his government and peace there {hall

be no end.”§ « They fhall not hurt nor deftroy in

all my holy mountain, for the earth fhall be full of

the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the
iea.”’|| '

: Hofea
* Rev. xi. 15 § Ifaiah ix. 6, 7.
i Ifaiah ii. 2, 3, 4 il xi. 9.

Miczh iv. 1, 25 3+
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Holea fays, ¢ And in that day will I make a co-
venant for them with the beafts of the field, and with
the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of
the ground; and I will break the bow, and the
fword, and the battle out of the earth, and will make
them to lie down fafely.””*

Zechariah fays, “ And I will cut off the chariot
from ILphraim, and the horfe from Jerufalem, and
the battle bow fhall be cut off ; and he fhall fpeak
peace unto the Heathen, and his dominion fhall be
from lea even to fea, and from the river even to the
ends of the earth.”+

The Goth chapter of Ifaiah feems all to the like
import ; and the Prophet perfonating the Almighty,
faith, ¢ I the Lord will haften it in his time.”?

Theie recited prediftions may fuffice to evince—
that a time of more univerfal happinefs than hath hi- -
therto been, awaits mankind ; but in what manner
{hall fo great a revolution be brought to pafs? Do
we look for it to be an inftantaneous work, while
we remain idle fpettators thereof? What is the king-
dom of chrift, and wherein doth it confift? What
Gith the Scripture thereon ? ¢ For the kingdom of
God is not meat and drink, but righteoufnefs, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft.”{ ¢ My kingdom
(faid our blefled Lqrd) is not of this world 5 if my
kingdom were of this world, then would my fervants
fight,”$ &c. And further, ¢ Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven 1s at hand.i’“ “ Be ye fure of this,
that the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.”¢
¢« No doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you.”
And when he was demanded of the Pharifees, when
the kingdom of God fhould come, he anfwered them

and
% Hofea ii. 18. § John xviil. 36.
4 Zechariah ix. 10. || Matt. iv. 17.
F Rom. xiv. 17. ¢ Luke 5. 11—xi. 20
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-+ 1 < The kingdom of God cometh not with
f";%cfiﬁi’on ; for be%lold, the kingdom of God is
within you.”* If therefore his kingdom be not of
this world, and yet within or in the heart, then it muft
be in the hearts of thofe who are led and governed
by his Spirit. “ For no whoremonger, nor unclean
perfon, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath
any inheritanee in the kingdom of Chrift and of
God.”> ¢ For becaufle of thefe things cometh the
wrath of God upon the children of difobedicnce.””}
From whence it is evident, that a great change mulft
be effected, before the kingdoms of this world be-
come the kingdom of Chrift ; for behold on the right
hand and on the left, in city and country, how thefe
fruits of the flefh, together with wrath, ftrife, envy-
ings, drunkennefs, revellings, and fuch like abound.
The world yet lies in wickednefs ; and in that ftate
ftands excluded. It is only as men become his difci~
ples and followers in the regeneration, that they can
become fubjeéts of his heavenly kingdom: And the
terms of dilciplefhip are plain—¢¢ He that taketh ney
hiz crofs, and followeth after me, is not worthy of
me.”t Again: ¢ If any man will come after me
let him deny himfelf, and take up his crofs daﬂy’
and follow me.”—And ¢ Whofoever doth not pey s
his crofs, and come aftex.' me, he cannot be my g;f.
ciple.”’§ Thefe firft rudiments of Chriltianity are
ftrongly inculcated, as being indifpenfably neceffary
to conftitute a difciple and fubjeét of his peaceable
kingdom. Yet no compulfive means are ufed, only
the power of love; if we expelt to be compelled b}
anv other power, our hope will be in vain. Al his
invitations are perfectly confiftent with free agency :
« If any man will come after me let him,” &c. all

that

# T,uke xvil. 20, 21, 1 Matt. x. 33-

+ Eph. 7. 5 6- § Luke xix, 29—xtv. 27,
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that will come may come. The will is free; good
and evil are fet before us in unreferved terms, without
diftin&ion or refpett of perfons, either for their learn-
ing, wildom, eloquence, or preferments. They are
by nature all (placed on a level) children of wrath.
<< For there is no difference between the Jew and the
Greek, for the fame Lord over all, is rich unto all
that call upon him.”* With him ¢ there is neither
Greek nor Jew, circumcifion nor uncircumcifion, Bar-
barian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Chrift is all, and
in all.”’+ Therefore, fince God is no refpeter of
perfons, it neceflarily follows, that all who are wil-
ling to lay hold on the terms of falvation, through
pcrfcverance, will be faved. It was by a _1triét com-
pliance therewith, that the gofpel and kingdom of
Chrift made glorious advances in the Apolile’s days ;
and doubtlefs by the fame appointed means will be
effected the fulfilling of the prophecies heretofore
vecited ; for the cqn.lpletion whereof, it feems that
fome of the primitive Chriftians were looking :—
againft which the Apoftle Paul forewarned them, fay-
ing, “ We pefeech- you, brethren, by the coming of
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and by our gathering together
unto him, that ye be not foon fhaken in mind, or be
sroubled, neither by ipirit, nor by word, nor by let-
ter, as from us, as that the day of Chiift is at hand.
Let no man deceive you by any means : for that day
{hall not come, except there come a falling away firlt,
and that man of fin be reveulcc}, the fon of perdition.:
Who oppofeth and exalteth himfelf above all that is
called God, or that is worfhipped ; fo that he as God
fitteth in the temple of God, fhewing himfelf that he
is God. And now ye know what withholdeth that
he might be revealed in his time: for the myftery of
iniquity doth already work ; only he who now ]cttey};
wi

% Rom. X. 12. 1 Colof. iii. 11.
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will let until he be taken out of the way, and thes
fhall that Wicked be reve‘alc;:d, whom the Lord {hall
confume with the fpirit of 11.18 .mouthz and fhall C}C-
firoy with"the brightnefs of hlS.. coming . even him
whofe coming is after the working of Satan, with all
power, and figns, and lying wonders, and with all
deceiveablenels of unrighteoufnefs in them that pe-
rifh, becaufe they received not the love of the truth,
that they might be faved,”* &c —which was abun-
dantly verified in after ages; a great falling away,
and a dark night of Apoftacy came over the firit
Chriftian Churches, and eclipfed the brightnefs there-
of, in which the myftery of iniquity, which had al-
ready begun, did mightily work in all the deceivea-
blenefs of unrighteouinefs ; and here the man of fin,
the finful part, or tranf{grefling nature in man, which is
called the birth after the fleth, or the old man with his
deeds, or man unconverted, not changed from nature
into grace, had the pre-eminence; in which ftate or
nature Satan hath his dominion, and doubtlefs did
mightily work through men of corrupt minds, ang
deftitute of the truth; ¢ Having a form of godlinefs
but denying the power thereof 4 from fuch the Apo:
ftle faid, turn away—who allo faid, « The time wj]
come, when they will not endure found do@rine s but
after their own Iufts fhall they heap to themfelyes
teachers, having itching ears; and they fhall turn
away their ears from the truth, and fhall be turn-
ed unto fables.”{ All which has literally come
to pafs, by departing from the faith once delivered
to the Saints ; and by ceafing to live and to walk in
the {pirit, they came not to have the deeds of the bo-
dy mortified, nor to experience the renovating effeéts
thereof, whereby they came not to witnefs Chrift re-

vealed
# 5 Thel. ii. from the 1ft to the 1oth verfe.
-
i
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vealed in their hearts, nor to ¢ put on the new marn,
which after God is created in righteoufnels and true
holinefs.”*  And having departed from this fountain
of purity, they committed the two evils complained
of by the Prophet (viz.) ¢ They have forfaken me
the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out
cifterns, broken cifterns, that can hold no water.”’t
They conld no longer draw water from thence ; there-
fore, to fupply the want of thofe fanétified veflels,
through whom the church had been refrethed and
edificd, they hewed out other fources; they fubft-
tuted literature, vain philofophy, and the traditions
of men, in lieu of thofe heavenly endowments.—
Chrift called, qualified, and fent forth his own mini-
fters ; and on obferving the work to be great, and
the labourers but few, he directed them to pray un-
to him who js Lord of the harveft, that he might
fend forth more labourers, without delegatng any
part of the power refpecting their call a}1d quah_ﬁczi
tlons, to any man or body of men; he did not dxred
that they thould be equipped with languages, anc
other rudiments of this world, but in common pre-
ferred fuch as were deftitute of thofe ;}ccom})hﬂl-
ments, being lefs replete with felf-fufliciency, zl:ld
having no other fource to depend on, Cf’““ cots :
entirely on him for every neceflary fupply 3 knowing
that < every cood gift, and every perfet gift 1s.from
above, and cgmcth down from the Father of nghts,_
with whom is no variablenefs, neither fhadow ot
turning.””t  Paul, who appeared the moﬁ_lcarn?d
of the Apoftles, declared, that his ¢ preaching was
not with enticing words of man’s wifdom, but 10
demonftration of the Sprit, and of power i .he adds,
“ that your faith fhould not ftand in the wildom of

men, but in the power of God; howbeit, we .fpeak
E wifdom

* Eph. iv. 24. + Jerem. ii. 13. + James i 17.
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twifdom among them that are perfe&t, yet not the
wifdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world
that come to nought ; but we {peak the wifdom of
God in a myftery, even the hidden wifdom wh'}ch
God ordained before the world unto our glory,wthh
none of the princes of this world knew.”* The
knowledge of which myfteries, wifdom, and things
of God, he further afferts, cannot be acquired, but
by the revelation of the Spirit of God. But how op-
pofite have the purfuits of the profefled followers of
Chrift been, fince the Apoftles days, to acquire the
requifite qualifications for the miniftry! Man’s wif-
dom devifeth fhining and formidable accoutrements,
to effe God’s purpofes, not having faith to depend
on the aid of his Spirit, and the armoury thereof;
they have had recourfe to means adapted to the ideas
of the wife, the learned, and the princes of this
. world ; reverfe to the Apoftle’s defcription as recited,

not confidering, that * the world by wifdom knows .

not God.”j— The Apoftle clearly invalidates all hu-
man acquirements in things pertaining to falvation
and godlinefs, faying, where is the wife? where is
the fcribe ? where is the difputer of this world ? hath
not God made foolith the wifdom of this world *—
And the means by which God chufeth to effeét his
purpofes, are often weak and eontemptible in the
eyes of men, that the boafter may be excluded ; 10F
1‘13 will not give his glory unto men. At the {found-
ing of rams’ horns, the walls of Jericho were thrown
down ; with the jaw-bone of an afs, Sampfon flew 2
thoufand men ; with a fling and fmooth ftones Da-
vid killed the Philiftine giant ; and through unlearn-
ed men, deftitute of fcholaftic acquirements, di
the Saviour of man deftroy the wifdom of the wife,
and bring to nought the underftanding of the pru-

dent,

% 1 Cor. il 45 55 05 7 3+ t 1 Cor. i 21.
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dent, confounding both Jews and Greeks, and intrg.
duced a {piritual {yftem, in oppofition to the powers,
policy, and fpirit of this ‘world, He called into his
fervice, ¢ not many wife men after the fieth, not
many mighty, not many noble, but God hath cho.
fen the foolifh things of this world to confound the
wife ; and God hath chofen the weak things of the
world, to confound the things which are mighty, and
bafe things of the world, and things which are dif-
pifed, hath God chofen; yea, and things which are
not, to bring to nought things that are, that no flefh
fhould glory in his prefence.”* By means of this
fort great purpofes were effetted, and the world as it
were turned upfide down : light invaded the regions
of darknefs, and the kingdom of Chrift made great
advances in the earth, through the.aid of his Spirit ;
but by departing therefrom, they loft th1§ efficacious
Power—not all at once, but gradually. For we have
reafon to believe, that many pious men, during fe-
veral centuries after the Apoftles’ days, beheld with
regret, and with all their might oppofed the torrent
of corruptions which invaded the churches, l.)ut were
overborne by corrupt men, who had crept in under
Ipecious prefences, and often condemned the truth,
and eftablifhed error by a majority of voices. Here
¢ learned, the wife, and great men of this world,
gained the fuperiority over the fimple-hearted, who
often had to wreftle with principalities, and with
Powers, and with the rulers of the darknefs of this
world, and with {piritual wickednefs in lngh. places,
loving not their lives unto death, were grievoufly
perfecuted, and many fealed their teftimony with
their blood. So in procefs of time, great obfcurity
Prevailed, infomuch that little more than the thell
of Chriftianity was left, and that clouded with {tl{p.er-
ition

* 1 Cor. i, 26, 27, 28, 29,
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{lition and Hcathenifh innovgtions,‘ fo as not to re-
femble the original. It.was in thele d:}rk ages, tha_t
preaching for hire was introduced, \!‘hxgh in procefs
of time became a lucrative trade to '11\.'e by, a_nd
carnal weapons came in ufe among Chriftians, which
had been wholly renounced in purer ages preceding,
Tt was in the gloomy aras of apoftacy, that Latin,
Greek, and Hebrew, became the primary qualifica-
tions of men inducted into the minifterial office, with-
out which none could otherwife be admitted. This
was circumfcribing the Holy One of Ifrael, excludihgr
him in whom the fovercign right centered, and Pi.
late like, placing or writing thofe Oriental languages
over his head. Thus having quenched the Spirit,
and fwerved from tlie foundation whereon Chrift
builded his church, which is the revelation of the
divine will, againft which the gates of hell could

not prevail, it is no wonder that darknefs covered
the earth, and grofs darknefs the pecple.

Having briefly tl:aced thg {teps of degenetacy, and
the means by which Antichrift, the God of this
world, through the medium of men whofe ftationg
rendered them confpicuous, and who fought more tq
eftablith their own confequence, than the governmeny
and gofpel of Chrill, fubverted the faith ; T flia]
leave this part of the fubjed, and endeavour
may be abilitated, to point out by what means we
may cxpect the golpel in its primitive, foul-faving
eflicacy, to fpread and ‘prevail, to the fulfillin
thofe prophefies refpecting its univerfality.

If therefore the kingdom of heaven be within, as
Chrift declared, then it is in the heart that we muft
wait for its appearance; it is recommended to us in
Scripture under various appellations, as the word
nigh in the heart, the new covenant, the law written
in the heart, the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Truth,

the Comforter, a light fhining in a dark place, the

| now
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grace of God, the anointing, &c. which operates in
the heart where it is received, as the ¢ leaven which
a woman took and hid in three meafures of meal, till
the whole was leavened.”* It fanctifieth bedy, foul,
and fpirit. It is “ like the refiners fire, and like a
fullers foap, and fhall purify the fons of Levi, and
purge them as gold and filver, that they may ofler
unto the Lord an offering in righteoufnefs.”+ This
only is the preparation of heart, by which Chriit qua-
lifies miniflers for the promulgation of his gofpel and
kingdom ; and this renovation of heart is not only
neceffary {or thoe whom he fends forth to preach
the glad tidings of the gofpel, but equally fo to all
the éﬁ'spring of Adam ; for we have all ﬁm}ed and
come fhort of the glory of God: and as Chrift came
to reftorc und redeem man out of the fall, up inte
the image or fimilitude of _God, we cannot doul?t his
power fully to execute his glo;‘lous defign, if we
through an evil heart of unbelief refufe not to enter-
tain him in his fpiritual appearance, who faid, ¢ Be-
hold I ftand at the door and knock ; if any man h.ear
my voice, and open the door, 1 w'ill come in to him,
and will fup with him, and he with me. }: Her‘e 18
the communion of faints ; here is a partaking of the
Lord’s Supper eflentially experienced, and here his
office is ¢ to finith the tranigreflion, and to make an
end of fins, and to make reconciliation for Iniquities,
and to bring in everlafting righteoufnefs.”’§ His com-
ing into t}lc heart may at the firft be fm%ll, even as
a grain of muftard-feed. Many have denied him ad-
mittance in his fpmt.ual or fecond coming, becaufe it
was not with irrefiftible power, and wonderful reve-
lations, but in a lowly, huml)le.appearancc, and in
fecret reproves evil thoughts, evil deeds, and all un.
fruitful
* Matt. xlii. 33 T Rev. iii. zc.
4+ Mal. iii. 2, 3. § .D;m_ iX, 24.
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fruitful works of darknefs. But unto as many as re-
ceived him (the Apoftle faid) he gave power to be-
come the fons of God: and all this is po{ﬁble to
every rational creature ; for Chrift gave himfelf a
ranfom for the fins of the whole world ; and he who
will not believe in the poflibility of being ranfomed,
and fet free from fin in this life, is an unbelicver, and
is not benefited by his coming. To fuch he faid, if
ye die in your fins, where I go ye cannot come :—
thefe oppole and retard the advancement of his peace-
able kingdom : the daily crofs, that great ﬁumbling
ftone, and rock of offence, ftands in the way, and
as a flaming fword guardeth the entrance into the
kingdom ; fo that the unconverted, the unfanctified,
nor any unholy or unclean thing can ever enter ; con-
fequently can never be his {fubjeéts: for ¢ except ye
be converted, and become as little children, ye fhal)
not enter into the kingdom of heaven: whofoever
therefore fhall humble himfelf as this little child, the
fame is greateft in the kingdom of heaven.”* Thje
is mortifying work, thus to be humbled, and to have
all our acquirements and confequence laid in the dyft
and to be reduced into the ﬁmplicity, innocence, ané
fimilitude of a little child ; a ftate abfolutely neceffp.
ry to be experienced by every man and woman, J¢
is the new birth, which Nicodemus marvelleq 4¢
though a mafter in Hracl. Are there not many- who
are learned and wife, and as matfters among the peo-
ple, to whom this dotrine is equally ftrange? It isa
being created anew in Chrift Jefus.” And thefe that
are born of the Spirit, are children of the kingdom ;
and as they perfevere in the heavenly race, they will
experience a growth from the ftate of a child to that
of a young man, and to a ftrong man, and an elder
in Chrift. And thefe being redeemed from the cor-

ruptions

# Matthew xviil. 3, 4.
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ruptions of nature, and from the maxims, friendfhip,
and {pirit of the world, and being crucified to the
world, and the world unto them, having put off the
01(.1 man with his deeds, their affe&tions are fet on
things above ; counting all things as drofs, and as
dung, that they may win Chrift. Being guided
and governed by his Spirit, which breathes peace on
earth, and good will to men, they cannot lift up a
fword, nor any carnal weapon againft any man, be-
ing well perfuaded, that the nature and defign of
the gofpel fpirit is to fave mens’ lives, and not to
deftroy them: the ground of wars and fighting,
which flands in the natural and fallen eftate, being
taken away, they can love their enemies, and thole
who defpitefully ufe and perfecute them: they feel
great compaflion and love to flow toward§ them ; and
their prayers often mentally, and {ometimes vocally
afcend to the God of the Spirits of all flefh, that he
may haften his facred purpofes, and caufe the glp-'
rious light of the gofpel more eminently to be dif-
played, and to break forth on the right hand, and
on the left, that the mountain of the Lord’s houfe
may be eftablifhed in the top of the mountains, th:_lt
all nations may flow unto it, that they may beat their
fwords into plow-fhares, and learn war no more.
And every man and woman, who through grace
comes to experience this glorious tranflation out of
darknefs into the light of the Lord, enjoys internally
the privileges which the gofpel and government of
the Prince of Peace promifeth; for ¢ eye hath not
{feen, nor €ar heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him.”’*  But outwardly thefe are
often abridged in their privileges, and perfecuted by
the men of this world, becaufe the life of a follow- .
er

* 1 Cor. il 9.
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er of Chrift is reverfe to the fpil"i'i thereof.: < for he
that is born after’ the fleth, periecuteth him that is
born after the Spirit.” Tribul.ano'ns are attendant
on the gofpel ; and he ¢ that will live godly in this
world muft fuffer perfecution.”” This has been the
Tot and portion of the followers of. Chrift through
many generations, and will doubtlefs, in a greater or
Tefler degree, continue to be {o, until by a more ge-
neral effufion of gofpel light, that prophecy be ful-
filled (viz., ¢ He will deilroy in this mountain, the
face of the covering caft over all people, and the vail
that is {pread over all nations, and he will fwallow
up death in vi€tory; and the Lord God will wipe
away tears from oft all faces, and the rebuke of
his people thall he take away from oft all the earth.””*
What is this mountain which the Prophet frequently
mentions, but the profeflion of the truth {fubftanti-
ally experienced, and not literally held in an impure
confcience, which fhall rife above the mountains
and hills of empty and lifelefls profeflion? What is
this covering calt over all people, and the vail thyg
is {pread over all nations, but the prejudices, the
unbelief and darknefs, that is over the hearts of tfy,
people, fo that they grope as at noon day, and ye.
ceive not the truth? What is the rebuke of his heo-
ple, but the rod of pcrfecufion which hath ftained
the hiftory of many generations 7—And what is the
death that fhall be {wallowed up in victory, but dead
and unfubftantial forms, and a profeflion of the truth
held in unrighteoufnefs ? that brings not to the know-
ledge of the only true God, and of Jefus Chrift whom
he hath fent, 'whom to know is life eternal. This is
not a literal knowledge only, but a knowledge re-
vealed in the heart, the effence and fubftance of all
veligion. "Thofe who attain this knowledge are Jews

God

# Tfaiah xxv. 7, 8.
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dn fpirit; they are of the circumcifion, who worfhip
-God in Spirit. By thefe, through the aid of his

omnipotence, will the coming of the day of Chrift
be accelerated, when the knowledge of the Lord {hall
cover the earth, as the waters cover the fea. But as
thie declenfion from primitive gofpel righteoufnefs

was gradual, {o may we expect the return thereof to

be, and fo hath it been for feveral centuries; there
has been a breaking forth of light in pious men, who
according to the degrees of it manifefted to them,
were faithful and valiant in oppofing the fuperftition
and idolatry of the Romifh Church, for which they

-endured a great fight of afflittions, and many finith-
-ed their courfe in the flames ; and in the generations

.,fucceeding, down to the prefent time, light has in-
creafed and rifen higher and higher, infomuch that
the fpirit of perfecution in feveral nations is held in
abhorrence; and as this divine principle of light and
grace is admitted to operate, it will diffeminate and
Ipread into the dark corners of the earth, and by its

.eﬂ]caey penetrate through the covering, and rend the
.vail of prejudices and unbelief, whereby the hidden

things of darknefs will be manifefted, and that buly,

-allive part in man, which has had the pre-eminence

fince the Apoftle’s days in preaching, praying, fing-
ing, and a round of exteriors, will be feen to be the
firlt nature, exercifed in a fruitlefs toil.

‘We have realon to believe, that in the coming
and {preading of this peaceable government, that pro-
phecy will be as plentifully verified, as in the firft
ages of the gofpel (V}Z- “ And it fhall come to pafs
afterwards, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all
flefh, and your fons and your daughters fhall pro-
phecy, and your old men.ﬂlall dream dreams, and
your young men thall fee vifions ; and alio upon the
fervants, and upon the handmaids in thofe days, will

F
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1 pour out my Spirit.””* Doubtlels many of thefe
will have to run to and fro, and knowledge will in-
creafe, until his righteoufnefs go forth as brightnefs,
and his falvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.

If therefore the Lord’s hand be not fhortened, nor
his ear heavy ; if there be no variablenefs nor thadow
of turning in him ; and if it be iniquity that fepa-
rates between the people and their God, and fin
that hides his face from them, then in repenting and
returning unto him, with full purpofe of heart, he
will return unto them ; for ¢ the Lord will give
grace and glory ; no good thing will he with-hold
from them that walk uprightly.”+ 1If fo, then doubt-
lefs his church and people, as they adhere to his in-
fpeaking word, will be replenifhed with all neceffary
gifts for edification, for building one another up in
the faith, for the promulgation of righteoufnels and
peace, for the propagation of the gofpel among the
Heathens, in order that the bow, and the fword, and
tl}e battle may !)e broke out of the earth, and the
kingdoms of th}s wor!d become the kingdom of our
Lord, and of his Chrift, that he may reign for eyer
and ever.

In treating on this fubje®, I have not hitherto

- taken any notice of my opponent ; what he has wrote
thereon appearing to militate but little againft us, ex-
cept in two cafes. In fpeaking of the peaceable con-
ftitution of Chrift’s kingdom, wherein he feems to
approve our conduct and fentiments refpecting war,
he queries of us where war is more ftrictly forbid
than going to law—charging us with making ufe of
the law as much as any other people, wherein I am
fatisfied he is miftaken, as our religious fociety, from
its firft rife, has manifefted a great concern to dif-
courage contentious and litigious difpofitions, and as

much

* Joel ii. 28, 29. 1 Plal. Ixxsiv, 1T
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much as poflible to avoid going to law, efpecially
with our own memibers, with whom they are not
allovs{ed that liberty, except in extraordinary cafes;
i"}nd In Or.der thereto, any who have differences re-
pecting interefts or property, are direfted by our
difcipline to proceed in an orderly, chriftian-like man-
:I:r‘};l )ﬁr it by going, or writing if at a diftance, one
O the other, in a friendly way; and if they fail of

fuccefs, then to take one or two fuitable and judici- -

o 1"ri_ends’ when the injured is in like manner to
l.nal.;e his claim, and thofe acompanying are to give
i utmoft afliftance, to have the matter juftly and
beedily ended : if living at too great a diftance, they
e otherwife to proceed by writing ; but if the mat-
ter appears too difficult for them, they are to advife the
Parties to choofe referees, and engage themfelves to a-
ide their determination.  But if either of the faid par-
Ues refufe fuch advice or endeavours, they are to'be
complained of to the monthly meeting; of which com-.
Plaint he or fhe is to be notified, and requefted to
attend ; and the parties are there at liberty, or rather
advifed to nominate as before, and the meeting n{ﬂ)_l
Z‘}J‘tj Ptpe or more, if the occafion appears to rcqm{'ealtl e:
h it the parties refufe to attend, an.d to nomin 2
R the meeting is to appoint a {uflicient number 0
Hends to hear and determine the fame, as Ipce-
dily as the nature of the cafe will admit. - Butif either
of the parties refule to attend the arbitrators, an
fubmis the cafe, or to abide by the judgment or de-
termination of the Friends fo chofen or appointed,
fuch are to be dealt with as diforderly pérfons, tha_t
Tegard not peace, and that {light the order and uni-
ty of the brethren ; and after due admonition, if he
or fhe perfifts therein, fuch are to be dilowned and
teltified againft by the meeting. But if any find them-
felves aggrieved by fuch determination, they have a

right to a re-hearing, except where bonds are enter-
ed.

R
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cd into ; and if fuch ftill ave diﬁ‘atisﬁed‘, th(?y are al-
lowed the privilege of an appeal to a fuperior meet-
ing. But where there are cafes {o c1rcgmﬂ,anced, that
the fore mentioned orderly proceeding cannot be
complied with, without a manifeflt damage to the cre-
ditor or claimant, that monthly meeting, upon due
enquiry finding them to be truly {o, are to allow
fuch to have the matter tried at law, with this cauti-
on, that the parties on both fides do behave towards
each other in brotherly love; and in afferting their
appréhended right, that it be done with decency and
moderation, without anger or animofity, left there.
by they occafion the truth to be evil fpoken of.

And as it is our duty to feek peace with all men,
and to avoid giving juft offence to any, our mem.
bers are advifed to avoid going to law with others
not of our perfuafion, angrily or in a paffion, or
without due confideration, and having firft in a friend-
ly way thewn his opponent the juftnefs of his caufe,
and having offered to put the matter to a neighbour.
ly reference, fo that no juft occafion be given to
fuch to go to law with them ; but to fhew a willj
nefs and readinefs to fettle it peaceably between
themfclves, or to fubmit to a reference ; whereby it
will appear, that the intention of our dilcipline is to
difcourage and prevent law-luits as much as poflible,
which our religious fociety as a body endeavours to
maintain inviolate : but as our members are difperf-
ed in various parts, fome of them remote from the
care of their brethren, we cannot account for their
conduct individually ; but when it comes to our
knowledge, that they alk repugnant to the good or-
der of the fociety, we labour to reclaim them ; and
alter due forbearance, if they prove refrattory, we
feparate them fromt us, as perfons unworthy of Chrif-
tian Tellowthip. :

ng..
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He further obferves, refpecting the addrefles we
prefent to Kings and Princes, faying, that he can fee
no other motive in it, than that they are meant to
{latter, and to obtain applaufe and honour before the
world— which I think is an uncharitable refle@ion.
To find them exprefled in decent and becoming lan-
guage, is no error: the defign of them in generakt
18, to manifeft our good will, loyalty, and peaceables
demeanour as fubjetts ; to exprefs public acknow-
ledgments of cur gratitude to them for the quiet.
enjoyment of our religious and civil liberties ; care-
fully afcribing the honour unto God, who' had dif-
poted their hearts to moderation, and to aflure them,
that while we adhere to our principles, they haver
nothing to fear from us; in the doing of which, we>
hold up a teftimony for the peaceable kingdom and.
government of Chriit. }

Now having in this eflay (though not minutely
particular . taken notice of the moft material parts of
F. Herr’s publication, efpecially wherein he objedts
to our principles and prattice, in which I apprehend
the reft is generally included, except where he fp?aks
of Noah becoming a Preacher of Rightéoufnefs, in a
manner that to me is myfterious and unintel)igible. I
fhould not have fuppoied it improbable, if he had
reprefented him really, rather than figuritively fo ; and
that it confifts abundantly more with the long-fuffer-
ing of 3 gracious and merciful God, previous to the
building of the ark, to command Noah to preach
repentance to the depraved Antideluvians, and to
forewarn them of the impending judgment, except
they repented of their wickednefs, than to caufe the
flood of waters to deﬁroy them without fuch warn-
ing ; in which cafe he would really be a Preacher of
Righteoufnefs. And as Chrono}ogers place the com-
mand given him to build the ark 100 years before
the ficod came, it furnifhes {ullicient ground to fup-

’ pole,
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pofe, that Noah was employed much of that time.in
fome benevolent work of that nature, which entitled
him to the denomination of a Preacher of Righte-
oufnefs.

And now reader, having according to ability re-

ceived, endeavoured to pomote thy inftruétion, edifi--

cation, and advancement heaven-ward : if neverthelefs
human frailty thould be prefented to thy view, im-
pute that to the author, to whom belongs bluthing
and confufion of face ; but if any thing herein con-
tained fhould, through the divine blefling, tend to
enlighten and excite in thee a hunger and a thirft
after righteoufnefs, afcribe that unto God onl
wife, who is the fountain of all goodnefs, and fource
of every blefling, the Lord of Lords, and King of
Kings, to whom belongs all glory, honour, and
praife, now and for ever more,

1 am thy friend and well-wifher,

BENJAMIN MASON.
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