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TESTIJyIONIES 

CONCR U N f NO 

DECEASED MINISTERS. 

PRESENTED TO 

THE YEARLY MEETING OF FRIENDS, 

HELD IN LONDON, 1839. 

LONDON : 

HARVEY Al~D DARTON, GRACECHURCH STREF.T. 

MI)CCCXXXIX. 



LONDON" : 

HARVEY AN D DARTON, PR I NTEltS, 

GRACECHVnCH-STnEET. 



A TESTIMONY 

From dRACECHlmCH STREET MONTHLY MiETING, ton" 
ceming JOHN BARCLAY, who died on the 11th of 5tlt 
Month, 1838, and his remains were interred at Winch", 
'TIim'e Hilt, on the 18th of the same. 

BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART, FOR THEY SHALf>' 

SE-E GOD.-Matt. v. 8. 

THIS, our dear friend, was the san of Robert and AlIn 
Barclay, and was born at Clapham, in Surrey, in the year 

·1797. His parents were members' of our religious society. 
His mother died whilst he was very young. From his 
own memorandums we find that he was early visited with 

the convictions of divine grace; but becoming exposed to 
the influence of bad example at a public school; 'the sinful 

propensities of the natural mind were strengthened; yet 
the strivings of tr.~ Holy Spirit were graciously continued, 
and he was often brought into deep humiliation and sorrow 
on account of his transgressions; and his teal's of repent~ 
ance and his pl'ayers' for preservafion were poured forth 
in secret places. In reference to the state of his mind at 
this time; he says; " As the evil tree cannot but bring forth 
evil fruit as long as it is suffered to live and thrive in the 
heart; so this being the case with me, the fruits did show 
themselves abundantly indeed. Oh! that all who have 
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been injured by my evil example could be shown a fiftieth 
part of the remorse and repentance, sorrow and trouble, 
which has been, through unutterable mercy, experiellced 
by me." He was made willing to abide under the judg-' 
ments of the Lord, and was favoured to know that these 
chastisements from his heavenly Father's hand were ad­
ministered in love; in a sense of which his heart was 
often made to overflow with thankfulness, and he was 
brought into a state of submission to the Lord's will, and 
bumble dedication to his requirings. Alluding, some years 
afterwards, to the circumstances of this eventful period of 
his life, he writes thus : "This I may say and leave upon 
record, that though many almost indescribable tempta­
tions and presentations of evil have been per;litted to 
come about me, sometimes like a mighty flood, so that in 
hours of extreme weakness I have been many and many a 
time ready to give up the' figbt of faitb ;' yet to this day 
the Lord, strong and mighty, has been pleased in his abun­
dant compassion, to encamp around me, and to g ive me 
songs of deliverance, songs of triumph and of praise. In 
his name will I set up my banner, who is a Rock of de­
fence, and sure Refuge to my poor weary soul. Oh ! 
young man or young woman, to whom this may come,­
my friend, my brother, my sister, who art seek i~g the 
better country, and Him who is the Way and the Guide; 
oh !. though thou art weary and heavy laden, take courage; 
there is a staff, a stay, and strength and succour with Him 
and in Him who hath gone before, and who leadeth on 
his li ttle ones gently and sweetly, as they are able to fol­
low. Take this as the counsel of one who writes from a . 
sure and living experience, and who hath indubitably 
known His name (which is above every name) to be a 
strong tower indeed. He will be with His even to the 
end of the world." 

His mind for several years after hi s Father's decease, 



was brought under much concern on the subj ect of busi­
ness ; and he felt it. to be his duty to g ive up an offer which 
was considered to be very advantageous. I n a retrospec­
tive view of this step, he says, in a letter, "J. know not 
that I have taken any measvre, that now in seasons of 
calmness seems to afford the like peace to me." Alluding 
to this again, he adds, " The ground upon which I think 
it best for me to be not much engrossed with the things of 
this life is, that having experienced no small share of the 
forbearance and mercy of the Lord , having been delivered 
from the pit of destruction, having sincere, hearty, and 
very fervent desires for my own preservation and sal vation, 
as well as for that of my poor fellow-creatures everywhere, 
I have inclined towards the belief, that the Lord will make 
use of me, if I am faithful to his reqnirings, in the way, 
time, and for the purposes which He sees best; under this 
impression it is, and not to encourage or give way to an 
apathy, or want of energy or exertion, that I believe it 
right fo r me to sit loose to this world and the anx ieties 
thereof, lest I should be incapacitated for performing that 
I;ervi ce, wh ich may be shown to be my duty. I believe it 
safest for me, if in any business, it should be one of mode­
rate profit, and not involving much attent~on." 

H e believed himself reqnired to observe much simpJicity 
and economy in providing the needful accommodations of 

life ; and in reference to this subj ect he says, " I am 
clearly of the belief, that it is my duty to live in such a 
hUlUble, plain, homely, simple manner, as that neither in 
the fllrniture, food, or clothing used, any misapplicat ion of 
the gifts of D ivine P rovidence be admitted or encouraged." 

About this time, wh ich was in the twent y-second year 
of his age, he writes thus : " 0 the love t hat the Lord 
hath shed abroad in my heart !- 0 the divine j oy, the un­
speakablc peace, the hlessed presence of the Mo tHigh, 
how it seems to fl ow through me, making up for all trial, 
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~nd tears of disquietude and distress !-O may this feeble 
testimony speak out His adorable mercy, when this poor 
frail flesh shall be laid low in the dust; may it induce 
others to fear Him that made the heavens and the earth, 
~nd to trust in Him fOF ever! Praises to the Lamb that 
liveth, yet was slain.-Amen." 

Early in the year 1820, he believed it right for him to 
remove from the family circle, and to reside for a time at 
Poole in Dorsetshire, and ~bout the .end of the same year 
he was maTFied to GeoFgiana Hi'll. Their union was short, , 
for in less than three years his dear companion was taken 
from him by death, at Marazion, in GornwaIl, whither they 
paq ~emoved for the benefit of her health. 

His ~ind had for several years been impressed with an 
apprehension that he should be called to the work of the 
ministry; and in the prospect of it he W\lS preserved in a 
waiting dependent state i and fervent was his concern to 'be 
,entirely given up to serve the Lord in the way of His holy 
~equmngs. At the interment of his beloved wife, in t.he 
6th month, 1823, he was engaged in vocal supplication; 
and in the autumn of that year he spoke as a minister. 
In allusion to this solemn and important wOFk, after de.,. 
Ilcribing the fear and caution with. which he had entered 
upon it, he says, It The weight and sweetness that dwelt 
.on my mind after this surrender, cannot be set forth. 0 
)low it rested on my s~irit all the day in an unutterable 
manner! and yet such fr.eedom of spirit, so that nothing 
seemed a trial, or that to whinh I was unequal. I shall 
pot easily forget how comfortable and at ease in my mind 
I felt. O! it was a heavenly feeling, and nothing short of 
JIim that is in heaven c0uld give it." 

He was acknowledged as a minister by his Friends in 
.comwall in 18-25, and in the following year was married to 
;Ma.ry Moates, and removed to Alton. After a residence 
III UH~e !ears at that plane, he settled at Ol'oydon, ~l1d jn 
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1835 he removed to Stoke Newington, within the compass 
of this Monthly Meeting, where he resided during the re­
mainder of his life. In the course of the before-mentioned 
period, he paid several religious visits, with the unity of his 
friends, and in one of these journ~ys he travelled into Scot­
land as far as Aberdeen. 

He had been from his youth of a teqder constitution, 
and for the fast few years of his life he had suffered much 
from a disease in his knee, which rendered walking or 
other active exertion difficult to him. He was, however, 
very exemplary in his efforts to attend our religious meet­
ings, in which the exercise of his dedicated spirit was 
strengthening to many. His engagements in the line of 
ministry amongst us were not frequent; but be was at 
times led to address his friends in a weighty and feeling 
manner, endeavouring to turn their attention from a de­
pen~ence on man, and from all that is superficial in reli­
gion, to a single reliance on the great Head of the Church, 
" The minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle, 
which the Lord pitched, and not man." Our dear Friend 
was remarkable for integrity and uprightness of heart; 
and in the private walks of lif~ his conduct was strikingly 
circumspect, and his conversation, whilst innocently cheer­
ful, was instructive, being seasoned WIth grace. 

Notwithstanding he was, in the ordering of unerring 
wisdom, much confined at home from bodily infirmity, yet 
his concern for the prosperity of our Society remained nn­
abated, and his mind was actively employed in endeavour­
ing to promote the spiritual welfare of' its members. With 
this object, his time was much occupied in editing a series 
of publications, selected from the writings of ollr honoured 
predecessors in religious profession. 

J 11 the 11th mo. of ] 8:36, he paid an acceptable visit, in 
the love of the Gospel, to the families of Friends at 
Brighton; and in the 11th mo. 1837, he felt attracted by 
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the same precious influence, to a similar engagement in his 
own particular meeting of Stoke Newington. Aft~r going 
through nearly half the families, wherein his service was 
much to the comfort of his friends, finding his constitution 
increasingly enfeebled, he returned to tIle Monthly Meet­
mg its minute granted him for that purpose, accompanying 
.it with a letter, replete with the expression of religious 
ooncern, from which the following is ,extracted: "On pro­
ceeding in tl~e weighty engagement before me, I may ac­
knowledge t'hat although no wond'erful outpouring of 
Divine Power was my portioD, I was mercifully favoured, 
during the few .days that I entered upon the work, with 
such a sense that the Lord preserveth the simple and the 
upright, that it was as my meat and drink to be thus 
among my friends ; hard things were made very easy, and 
bitter things full of sweetn'ess; a gently flowing stream of 
heavenly goodness being extended in every hour of need, 
though in a way humiliating to the creature, and so as 
nothing of the flesh could glory." 

His health continuing to decline, he went to Brighton; 
but there his indisposition increased, and on the 8th of the 
5th month, he was, by medical advice, removed to Tun­
bridge Wells; after which he survived but Ft few days. 

On the evening of the 9th, when about to retire to rest, on 
rising from his chair, and leaning on the couch and on the 
arm of his beloved wife, he supplicated thus ; "Oh, gra­
cious Father! if it please Thee, spare us to each other a 
little longer, and make us more entirely devoted to Thee 
and thy precious cause of Truth in the earth: nevertheless 
not our will, 0 Lord! but Thine be done." On the next 
day, which was the one im mediately preceding his decease, 
he uttered many weighty expressions, amongst which were 
the following: "The Truth shall prevail.-Truth shall 
reign over all.-None that trust in the Lord shall be con­
founded, but they shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot 
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be moved.-You all know my desire to be preserved near 
unto the Lord.-I only want to be strengthened and upheld 
by the Lord; to be found in him; this is the way of peace. 
-I trust we shall be strengthened and animated to go 
through our day's work; then we shall find mercy at the 

hands of the Lord.-Let us look to the Lord for strength, 
at all times, and under all circumstances." 

In the latter part of this day his voice, though feeble, 
appeared to be making a sound of constant melody; 
during which those around 'him distinguished the words 
"0 Lord-dear Lord-come.-I bless the Lord.-I am the 
Lord's-for ever.-Cleave to Him-O-cleave to Him­
love Him with all your heart." The name of Jesus was 
often to be heard, and the word Hallelujah was frequently 
repeated. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon of the 11th of 5th 
month, 1838, he peacefully passed away, aged (orty-one 
years, a minister about fifteen years; and is, we reverently 
trust, united to the redeemed before the throue, who sing 
the new song, "'Vorthy is the Lamb that was slain, to 
receive power, and wisdom, and riches, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing." 

Given forth by our Monthly Meeting, held at White 
Hart Court, the 10th of 10th month, 1838, and signed by 

l Here follow the signatures of men and women 

Pl'iends.] 

Read and approved in our Quarterly Meeting for Lon­
don and Middlesex, held in London this 25th day of the 
12th montll, 1838, and in and on behalf thereof s igned by 

GEORGE STACEY, Clerk. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Women's Quarterly Meet­

ing, by 
MARY FORSTER, Clerk. 



A TESTIMONY 

OjFRENOHAY MO~'I'HLY MEETING, 1'especting HANNAH 

FISHE"n., deceased 27th 2nd month, 1839, 

OUR late dear and valued Friend, Hannah Fisher, of 
Hillside, near Bristol, widow of the late George Fisher, of 
Bristol, and daughter of William and Hannah Jepson, bf 
Lancaster, died on the 20th day of the 6th month, 1838, 
whilst on a visit to her son-in-law at Harrow, in the 
seventy-third year of her age, and was interred in Friends' 
burial-ground at Winchmore Hill, on the 27th of the same, 

- She had been an acknowledged minister in aUf Society 

about twenty-two years, and a member of this meeting' 
nearly fourteen years, 

Although the attack which proved fatal was sudden, it 
appears not to have been unexpected, as she had previously 
sustained a very similar, but slighter seizure, all recovering 
from which she remarked to some of her family, that it 

was a gentle warning, In conversation on the subject of 

death, she frequ'ently remarked of how little importance it 
appeared to her in what way it came, so that a preparation 
for it had been realized, That this had long been her ,Own 
favoured experience, many very interesting and valuablepri_ 
vate memoranda indicate, at the same time clearly recording -
a humbling sense of her own unworthiness, and of her whole 
reliance upon the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, In 
writing to a friend respecting the bereavements which some 
others had then recently sustained, she says, "I think if 
we viewed death as Christians should do, we should con-
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sider it a gate opened to set the captive free, and as a 
passage to life, and libe1·ty, and joy." 

Her communications as a minister were neither frequent 
nor in many words, yet they were acceptable and instruc­
tive, and evidenced a mind deeply exercised for the spiri­
tual advancement of those around her. It was the lot of 
this valued 'friend, after the decease of her husband, to ex­
perience great and varied trials, through all of which her 
character, as a 'sincerely humble and practical disciple of 
our Lord and Saviour, was instructively shown. Her whole 
deportment was dignified, securing respect from all, and 
the love of those who knew her. She possessed a remark­
ably .clear and sound judgment, which was acceptably ex~ 
etcised in the disciplinary proceeqings of our Society, as 
well as in the concerns of private life. 

Under a sense of the loss we have sustained by her re~ 
jIloval, and in the hop!,! that it may stimulate others to 
follow her, as we believe she WfJ.S concerned to follow Christ, 
we think it right tq record t4is brief tribute of our esteellf 
!Wd love. 

Signed in Frenchay Monthly Meeting, held at Frenchay 
the 27th of the 2nd month, 1839. 

[Here follQw tl"e signatures of men and women 

;F1-iends.] 

Read and approved in the Quarterly Meeting of Glou7' 
~ester and Wilts, held at Melksham the 26th of 3rd mo: 
J839, aad signed in !md on its behalf by 

JOH N FOWLER, 1 
Clerks. 

R EBECCA F OWL ER. 



A TESTIMONY 

F7'om tlte MONTHLY MEETING fo·/' the E AST Dl VISION of 
DEVO NS HIRE, on behalf oj J onN DYMON D , deceased. 

O UR late valued friend, John Dymond, was born in the 
9th month, 1761. He died on the 31st of the 5th mo., 
and was buried at Exeter on the 6th of 6th mo., 1838, a 
minister about forty years. 

He was the eldest son of George and Ann Dymond, of 
E xeter, both honourable elders of that meeting, from 
whom he received a guarded and religious education. 
Theii· pious efforts being accompanied by fervent aspira­
tions to the Father of mercies for His blessing, and enforced 
by their own exemplary conduct, were a means of pro­
ducing a permanently benefi cial influence on hi s character. 

He was preserved from uniting in most of the follies in­
cident to youth ; and exhibited a steady and consistent 

example to the younger members of the f: mily. Early 
desires were raised in his heart, to endea~' our ulll'eservedly 
to follow his Heavenly Guide ;· and as he ripened in age, 
we believe he was increasingly favoured to feel the pre­
cious visitations of redeeming love. He was thus gra­
dually prepared for fu rther discoveries of t he Divine will 
conceming him; and he came for th in the im portant work. 
of the ministry ahout the thirty-sixth year of his age. 
His earl y communications were expressed in few words, in 
great hUl1li lity, and under deep exercise of ·mind. H i:; 
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gift becoming gradually enlarged, and being attended by 
the baptizing power of the Holy Spirit, he became an in­
strument of strength and edification to those of his own 
Quarterly Meeting, beyond the compass of which his 
labours for many years seldom extended. At subsequent 
periods of his life, with the full unity of his friends, he 
visited the meetings of Friends in London and Middlesex, 
Yorkshire, and many other of the English counties; also 
in Scotland and Ireland. In the course of these weighty 
services, he was frequently engaged in visiting families; 
also in appointing meetings for those of other religious so­
cieties; and there is reason to believe that his labours were 
very acceptable, and have left a sweet and lasting impres­
sion on the minds of many. 

Our dear friend was zealous in promoting the abolition 
of the slave-trade and slavery; objects, which for a long 
series of years, obtained his earnest and persevering atten­
tion. 

Highly appreciating the value of the Holy Scriptures, 
and being himself a diligent reader of them, he rejoiced in 
the establishment of the Bible Society, and became, in the 
place of his residence, one of its earliest, and continued, to 
a very late period of his life, one of its most efficient sup­

porters. He also actively co-operated wit~ his fellow-citi­
zens in various measures of public utility, and objects of 

benevolence: and in these pursuits he evinced a soundness 

of judgment, and an integrity of purpose, which sec\lred to 
him their confidence and attachment. 

In the year 1828, three of his children, who had arrived 
at mature age, and who were a comfort and stay to him 
in his declining years, were removed by death within the 

short space of two months. Deeply afHictive was this 
bereavement, yet he was enabled to bow in Christian sub. 
mission to the will of his Heavenly Father, exemplifying 

in a remarkable manner the truth of that declaration of 

• 
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the prophet, "Thou wilt keep him in. perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on Thee, because he trustetll in Thee." 

His ministry was sound, weighty, and instructive. He 
was concerned to preach "Christ crucified," as the great 
propitiatory offering made "once for all," as well as to 
in.culcate attention to the immediate teachings of the Holy 
Spirit, amI unreserved submission to the Divine will mani­
fested in the soul. He mourned the late divisions within 
the borders of our Society; but he had faith to believe, to 
adopt his own words when writiilg to a friend, that "the 
foundation upon which OUl' early worthies built, will stand 
the test of the most rigid examination, and still be held 
dear by many." And again, at a subsequent date, "The 
longer I live, the more firmly is the conviction fixed upon 
my mind, that if ever our Society fills that station in the 
Christian church, which I believe our Heavenly Father 
calls lIs to, we must walk by the same rule, and mind the 
same thing, which our. early friends were led into. It 
was, I believe, in their assemblies (often) when no words 
were spoken, that they were brought to a deep sense of 
the need in which they stood, of redeeming love and 
power, and that they were instructed in things pertaining 
to life and salvation." 

During an illness of many months, he Was pteserved in 
much patience and cheerfulness. On the 24th of 4th mo. 
he remarked to his daughter-in-law, "I have heen for 
some we'eks in a precarious situation. I have not been 
able to feel anxious about it; I hope it is not apathy, but 
it seems as if I could not be uneasy." She remarked that 
she believed there was no caUS8 for uneasiness, and iliat 
all was ordered in best wisdom. He rejoined, "I trust 
so. I have often thought of what a friend in the ministry 
said to ine not long since, 'Thy saC'l'ijices have been ac­
~epted,' and oil! it deeply humbled me. They have been 
little and imperfect; yet this I trust I can say, I have en-
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deavoured to be faithful." After a pause," My day's work 
is done, but I have nothing to trust to but the mercy and 
goodness of the Almighty. I may not be able to express 
much more, yet may say that I have a quiet hope." 

As our dear friend's bodily strength declined, and the 
last solemn event drew near, it was evident to those about 
him, that nnder an humble hope in divine acceptance, 
" His heart was fixed, trusting in God." Thus he departed 
in peace, and his memory is precious. 

While we' mourn the loss which ourselves and the ' 
Churcll hav~ sustained, we are consoled by the belief, 
that through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, he has ex­
changed this probationary state for one of unsullied and 
endless joy; and that his purified spirit is united to the 
just of all generations. 

Signed in the Monthly Meeting aforesaid, held at 
E xeter, the 5th of ] 2th mo. ] 838, by 

[Here follow the ,'lignatU1'es of men and Women 
F·riends. ] 

Read and approved 111 the Quarterly Meeting for De­
vonshire, held at Plymouth the 26th of 12th month, 1838, 
and signed by direction and on behalf of the Meeting, by 

JOHN D YMOND, ClerIc. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Women's Quarterly Meet.. 
ing for Devonshire, by 

SARAH JOHN DYMOND. 

Harvty and Darton, PrlnttnJ Cl'l\CeCbureh St:rett. 

I 
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