
Digital Commons @ George Fox University

Western Evangelical Seminary Theses Western Evangelical Seminary

5-1-1959

A History of the Kentucky Mountain Mission
Work of the Evangelical United Brethren Church
David W. Weinert

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Western Evangelical Seminary at Digital Commons @ George Fox University. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Western Evangelical Seminary Theses by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ George Fox University. For more
information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.

Recommended Citation
Weinert, David W., "A History of the Kentucky Mountain Mission Work of the Evangelical United Brethren Church" (1959). Western
Evangelical Seminary Theses. 16.
http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/wes_theses/16

http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://www.georgefox.edu/
http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu
http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/wes_theses
http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/wes
mailto:arolfe@georgefox.edu


BY 

:tcfa,jor 

or of Form: 



A HISTORY 
OF THE 

In 

vl. \tV'einert 

Presented 



CONTF1\iTS 

of the 

~~ethod 

State::rrent tion ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

'rhe 

The 

Fcono:~;::i c 13nd 

The Tk;ath 

The of 7 

The sion •••••••••••••••••••••••• 



The 

The 

The 

The F'or~Morr thz:: 

.......... ···~·············· 



I 

THE 



I 

'rJ-lli INTRODUCTION 

Throughout its history, the Church has 

concerned for the a.nd Through a 

hensive survey the needs of the mountains of Kentucky, :l.t 1,ras de-

ci .. ded that \~1as a to service., The 

of the had 1 since been 

Church that area to itA Mis-

w:ith three in 

the ~e;r:1 ter of the wo:rk which lS 

of the of den.ornina tio11" Sec 

semi? to become a of this 

st~'lnd the 

to underst;md the 

the writer he cannot be 

in this r~7ork a11ong these 

to 

the 'tlithout 

ned to meet 

to interested persons a of the 

:i.n one ,Some cone 

the 1vri ters mine frorr: the resea.:rch of 

of the 

OF TW 

of the 

and 

have been 

thes:is. 

ter the 

~>Jork 

in 

i ca 1 Tfnj ted 



Breth ern " has been 

the of the this 

on to h:Ls of 

HPrkers are to 

Huch of • can be 

cont:::tcts th persons, >,rho UvPd the aref:l .. and t,;ho 

th5s source of rnuch other 

jnfor'Y?ation can be issue:s of the 

a h~ of this 

to j the of 

has nev·ex .. been 

or 

at 

.. fonnd i 

1 of' the denomination beca.1JSP the 

at the 

th " 

tl :infor,ation could bP the ck:veJ 

These were fi1 rrhat information 



DEFINITION OF TERMS 

better this history, the .follmri.ng terms are 

The 1mere was ma.de 

other than the 

station a.t 

School: A school that was away at 

station. whose course o.f action was d the 

at 

liiomen's Service. 1 women's 

of the Breth!"!rn 

Conference: Th::l..s rrras to denote a of ed ch-

1.::.rches a in the Hn:itecl Brethern 

'hri.thin a area., • 

Un::l .. ted Brethern in stato of 

~1ETHOD OF PROCEDl.JRE; 

sources Ttrere u~;::d 

tflj. s head-

into thiR of 



and 

:for 

to the site of this ry <'mdeavor 

the pnrpose of' hand the ~v-0rk tha.t been a res of 

endea;ror., ~o;e:re rnade to many of the cratsta also 

to the to better the 

·w9.5 done \'ifith mj.ssionar:ies 

for:mer be to 

reJ 

Bi.bl:i 

of the formed 

t'he 

for the section the establ:i.Ph of the ConferPn ce. 

!iener;:~o1 ?oard of r,'f:i.ssions: Th,:; r::ene.ral J3oard of ]\!fissions of the Evan-

TTn:i ted BrethF>rn r:burch a to th 

e:ra1 brochures c the :1. recent one on the 

of the of .. 



OF 

one the has been to 

bro contains the as it 1'7aS and carried on 

of the 

with the of the under 

the 1'/ho brought the Mission 

the the 's v:Iar II 

jn the 

four the 

the 0 

in the 

.. five the 



UNDEJ:1 SUPT.. REV. J. J • 



CHAPTER II 

THE ltJORK UNDER SUPT. RE~V. J. J. 

THE BEGDf'TING Tl)ORK 

played a vital part, the life 

of the • Jacob Albright, 

er the church, was hi:rr.self a missionary to the speak'i.ne; 

people of Pennsylvania. The ear~ years of the of the 

church were in themselves a missionary venture. the church grew 

and the constituency increased, so did the missionary outlook and 

outreach. Foreign mission fields were considered ~ertant. Very 

little thought }ms given tc the early English speaking people in 

the more backward areas of our nation until the church was over one 

hundred years old. About the year 1913 a work among these people 

became a topic of conversation among certain members of the United 

Evangelical Church.l It stemmed from a group of women in southern 

Indiana who were members of the Women's Missionary Society. They 

became burdened for backward people of our nation and began to 

pray that God would send them the gospel in some way. They con-

tinued on this until the entire Women's ¥dssionary Society 

lP.H.Eller; History of the Eva,~~c.a;t ~ti.ss=i:?~J p.l24; 1894 
there was a spl:i.t in the Evangelica ... vhurch. The two groups were 
known as the United Evangelical Church and the Evangelical Associa­
tion. In 1922 these differences were overcome and there was a mer­
ger of the two groups into the E:vangelical Church. The very be­
ginning work of the Red Bird l>'Iission was started under the United 
Evangelical group. Shortly after the merger took place. 



of the church began to see this venture as a reality in their own denomi-

nation. In 1920 the lvom.en's Missionary Society took the initiative and 

presented a proposal of this work to the Board of ~issions of the United 

Evangelical Church) At the Board of Missions meeting that year, a com-

mittee was appointed to investigate the possibilities of such a mission­

ary venture into the southern mountains of the United States.2 The com-

m.ittee consisted of five members: Corresponding Secretary Dr. B. H. 

Neibel, Bishop Maze, Rev. c. c. Poling, }~s. Sarah Earnst Snyder and 

Rev. J. D. A. Curry.3 They were given the authority to investigate, es-

tablish, look after and care for, and report at the next meeting of the 

board, any steps feasible to the establishing of such a mission.L The 

committee investigated several possible locations. Included in these 

were the mountains of Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky and Arkansas. 

travel and correspondence was carried on by the co~~ttee before a 

cision was reached. Upon final tabulation of all the advantages and 

disadvantages, was decided to establish a work in the extreme south 

east corner of Kentucky in the heart of the Cumberland Mountains.5 This 

area was selected above the others for a namber of reasons. The chief 

reason was because each of the other locations had been ministered to 

lB. H. Neibel; "Among the Mountaineers of Kentucky;" :.::.!::::!!~~:!::.:: 
Missi~~arz ~orl2; February, 1923; p.52 

2Ibid.; P• 53 

4Ibid. ; p .150 

5B. H. Neibel; ~ ~; p.52 



by other groups, or at least were accessible to other missionary en­

terprises. This area in Kentuc~ had never been touched by missionary 

endeavor. 

The terrain, in this rather remote northern corner of Bell 

County, Kentuc~, was characterized by steep mountains covered with 

timber. The valleys were very narrow, often no wider than the stream 

running through them, with room enough for a very humble home and 

garden spot here and there. Occasionally the valley widened sufficient­

ly to allow for an acre or two of level ground for farming purposes.No-

where could one find any material improvements, such as bridges or • 

The whole area was very much as nature made it. Travel was either on 

foot or on the back of an animal across trails that were oftentimes dif­

ficult for even the animal.l 

The people of this area were not imw~grants but pure blooded Am­

ericans from past generations. These southern mo11ntaineers were very 

patriotic. They showed great loyalty to their country. Their life was 

a simple one. They were satisfied if they had enough to eat, to keep 

warm and a place to sleep. Although these people had been denied ma~v 

things in the past, the generation at the time the mission was 

lished awakened to the needs that confronted their children and wanted 

them to have opport11nities for advancements that were never a.fforded 

them.2 

lrtid.; p.52 

2Ibid.; p.52 



In December of 1920, the Board of Missions, realizing some of 

the opportunities and obstacles that confronted them in undertaking 

such an endeavor as this, sent Bishop Maze and B. H. Neibel to visit 

the field.l They were guided to Beverly, Kentucky by correspondence 

with Mr. Millard Knuckles. At this time Beverly consisted of the 

Knuckles home and a small store that was the Post Office.2 

for the Mission, Beverly is still the same size today - the 

Millard Knuckle home, the store and the Post Office. Uncle ¥tillard, 

as he is respectfully called by all the folk of the community, 

the store and was the Post Master. P,everly is about nineteen miles 

from Pineville, Bell County Seat. Bishop ~~ze and Dr. Neibel went 

by railroad to Heyburn, then thirteen miles by mule back to Beverly.3 

The Knuckles brothers,and other leading citizens of the 

community, were desirou.s that the United Evangelical church es-

tablish a mission in this area. In order to help decide in favor of 

this location, the Knuckles brothers offered to donate twenty-two 

acres of land along the Red Bird Creek for the establishing of a 

sion station. Bishop Maze and Secretary Neibel were very much i:m.-

pressed, both by the location and the and attitude of the people. 

Hence, it was decided that this was the ideal location for missionary 

work. 

were made to with work at this place. 

The plans were approved by the entire board of missions and the lead-

lrbid.; p-53 

2spreng; ~ Cit.; p.51 

3Ibid.; p. 151,152 



i.ng officials of the church. A committee of three was appointed by 

the Board to go ahead with the arrang~ments for needed buildings and 

securing workers. The committee consisted of Bishop Maze, Dr. Nei­

bel and Mrs. Sarah Snyder.1 

In April of 1921, Dr. Neibel again visited the field to make 

arrangements for the erection of buildings.2 Another trip in May 

completed the arrangements for the erection of a ladies dormitory 

and a combination school and church) Of the twenty-two acres of 

land that was donated, three and one-half acres were level suit-

able for the erection of buildings. The rest was mountainous 

could l used for pasture and gardens.~ During Dr. Neibel's trip in 

May, was able to secure enough timber for the erection of build-

ings. was donated; the church 

sawing.5 He hired the mountain people to 

for cutting and 

the work. 

Missionary work was helping to raise the economic standards of the 

available to them employment, payable in currency. 

Now came the responsibility of securing and selecting quali-

fied workers for the new mission field. As the call of the church 

went out, so the call of God came to two young ladiesof the church 

to give themselves for missionary service in this remote area of the 

lB. H. Neibel; ~ ~; p.l52 

2B. H. Neibel; ££!. Cit.; p.53 

3spreng1 .Q£!. £!.b_;p.l53 

4B.H. Neibel; ~!. ~; p.53 

5Ibid.; p.53 



United States. These young ladies were }nss Emeline Welsh of Amboy, 

Illinois and Miss M&ra Bowman of Johns~own, Pennsylvania. They were 

sent to the Red Bird Mission in JulY of 1921 to begin teaching and 

to organize Sunday Schools.1 The church was fortunate to get a man 

of vision in Rev. J. J. Dewall for the leader of the Missionary 

work in Kentucky. At this time he was the pastor of the United Ev-

angelical Church in Le~4rs, Iowa and had just completed the erection 

of a church there. Rev. and Mrs. Dewall were an ideal choice for 

this work because of their ability to adapt themselves to the pio-

neer 1<rork. The DeWall's went to the field in the latter part of 

.August of 1921. One of their first tasks was to complete the multi-

purpose building, to be used as a school and church, which had been 

for by Secretary Neibel.2 

TBE EVANGELISTIC MISSION 

an easy one. A transition had to be made from living in a fine mod-

ern parsonage to living in pioneer fashion without modern conven-

iences. Also, people were new to the work-

ers they had to become acquainted with these. 

The work Evangelism on the mission field did not only con-

sist in the task of preaching the gospel to needy souls, but along 

with this had to supervise the building projects, and at 

the same be ready to on the people in times of need. How-

libid.; p.5.3 

2Ibid.; p.5.3 



each Sunday, preaching services were held in which Rev. DeWall 

was in charge. 

Some of the fru:tt of the Evangelistic work was witnessed at 

the time of the dedication of the first building. Secretary Neibel, 

who had so much to do ri th the startL11g of the M:i.ssion, had charge 

the dedication service.l At the Sunday morning service the auditor-

io:m was filled. At the dedication service in the afternoon there were 

eighty five present. The Sun.day afternoon message was on "The Blood 

of the Atonement and the Power of Christ to Save from Sin by Faith in 

Him." At the close of the service when the invitation was given to 

accept Christ, thirty-five seekers bowed at the altar. During the 

an offering of fifty one dollars was given to pay the expenses of the 

dedication.2 

One of the most difficult problems to handle among the :m.ount-

people, and caused one of the greatest hindrances to the 

work, was the problem of liquor business. reporting 

of the serious of the problem of his stand against it. He 

stated: 

Because this moonshine , life was unsafe and 
ness prevailed. Officers feared to arrests; witnesses 
to testify. Altogether the situation looked hopeless. At first 
I was determined not to deal with the moonshine business directly, 
hoping that the preaching of the gospel would bring peace 
righteousness. 1~en I discovered that the number of our "~"~<~J 
School scholars and worshipers were decreasing every Sunday 

the outlaws, I went to the leaders of the group and 

lB. H. Neibel; OF~ Cit.; p.53 

2speng; .9.E:_ Cit.; p.163 



ged them, for their own sake and for the sake of the committee, 
to be decent. They promi .. sed everything I asked but sent word 
to me that if I did not like the way they were running the coun­
try, I was welcome to return to the place from whence I came. 
I accepted their challenge. The next Sunday there were about 
twenty men present who were about half drunk and fully armed. I 
:made the announcement that not another nail would be driven in­
to our half completed buildings until I knew what the community 
would do about the moonshine business. I informed them that 
our church and school would not operate in the same community 
with the moonshine business. Then I announced that on the fol­
lowing MOnday afternoon a meeting would be held when I desired 
to discuss the matter with them. When the time of the meeting 
came, the schoolhouse was filled with men, all seriously sobero 

At the meeting I stated kindly, yet positively, that if the 
better class of citizens did not take a firm stand the 
moonshine business, and for decent living and ri.ght citizenship, 
I would await its decision in regard to the continua.nce of the 
mission. I presented three propositions to the group of men. 
First, that each of them would discontinue the illegal sale, 
:manufacture of or transportation of liquor. Second, that any~ 
one of them would report to the proper officials anyone who 
continued the sale, :manufacture of or transportation of liquor. 
Third, that when the violators were brought to trial, each of 
them would, without reservation, testify honestly to all they 

about the case. Twenty-five signed the document upon 
which this was written, and each took an oath before a notary 
public that they would do as they had promised.l 

One of the Knuckles brothers was a Notary Public and 

at the that afternoon. "That meeting was the 

proclamation to co:nmnmi ty., it 2 .As a of 

whiskey 

were 

tiary. The increased attendance and 

Families could now oy a peaceful evening at home without 

to grow. The worst hindrance to 

lrbid.; p. 158-161 

2rbid; p.158 

was 



nearly gone.,l 

Not until many of the obstacles had been removed did the effec­

tive witness of the gospel spread to other areas in the mountains .. 

It w-as during the summer of 1922 when the call for workers that 

had been coming from Jack's Creek, ten w~les north of Red Bird, was 

answered. 2 Preaching services were begun in a store building. 

At the close of the first years' work in August of 1922, Dr. 

DeWall sent his report of the progress of the ¥~ssion to the General 

Board of Missions. He sum:marized the work under three main points. 

First, the Mission was located in the right place. It was one of the 

hardest places to reach with the gospel but no other attempt had 

made by other boards in this Secondly, the Board employed 

the right method in carrying on this work. they would have 

years of labor used without any lasting results. The problem here was 

not only to win converts, but to keep them won. This was being done 

through educational, socia.l, religious and industrial work. Through 

this method, facts and figures did not up quickly, but lasting 

and permanent results were obtained. Thirdly, the work had met 

the approval of the better class of mountain people, and the people 

gained confidence in the workers. At ) four other 

ties had asked to come and serve 

them. were Goose Creek, Flat l.ick, Branch 

libid.; p. 158-161 

H. Neibel; Op. ~; P• 53 



and Beech Fork,.l 

Superintendent DeWall also told of a spiritual change that 

had taken place which could not be easily described on paper, but 

must be felt to be appreciated. His report stated that: 

As a 

One year ago all but about half dozen men within a radius 
of five miles were engaged in the moonshine business in one way 
or another, and most of them were their own best customers. 
Drunkeness prevailed everywhere. Men, and occasionally even the 
women and young boys and girls were intoxicated regularly. The 
motmtaineer, who is by nature quick tempered, is doubly quick 
arid violent when intoxicated. As a result of the weeklY cele­
brations on Saturday's and Sunday's, bad feelings were gendered. 
Threats and challenges passed between individuals and comm.unities. 
Many of the men, and even young boys of sixteen or seventeen 
years of armed themselves with pistols whenever they 
home. On Saturday evenings, and frequently day 
en crmms would ride up and down the creek roads 

and shooting. People 
to find safety the " were 

lam:p were shot off the 

the mission, in one this condition vm.s 

Rev. De\>Jall reported the resu.lts of conditions were . . 
Our Sunday School enrollment now 

rallY, 1L8 r.rere present., 
had an attendance of forty-five, 

ance of around thirty.. Our church 
of one hundred 

130.. At our first 
mens Bible on that 
and has an average attend­

are attended by an 
and devout 1-ior­

shtpers.. ~Tack's Creek station lfre have a :vonderful 
School of forty-five. Our 
their :i.n the 
opened with a scripture 
addition

1 
scripture verses and 

the day.~-

nmv have 223 
.. Each of these 

and prayer 
Bible 

At the end of the first year of Missionary endeavor the property 

consisted of the followine: 'rl...renty-two acres of land donated by the 

• H. Neibel; Op. Cit .. ; p .. $4 

2rbid.; p.$4 

3rbid.; p .. 55 



Knuckles brothers. A number of consisting of a church, 

cottage and a room d.or:rni tory, then con-

struction. There ~-s a a teachers cottage at Jack's The 

membership of the church 

to be baptized soon. The praye.r meetings were attended by most of 

the 
' 

others, all took part in and 

the of 1922 there were ten on the 

These included teachers, a nurse, a 

tory w.a.tron a.nd 

have 

the to be pastor of the church in 

the second Rev. Mrs. E.M. Miller from,Minne-

sota,were to pastor the church to be in charge of the 

tive work., o added to the staff of capable workers w~re Rev., 

¥.:rs •• r. s .. Deedrick of They were to ,Jack's 

stati.on to pastor the church there) During this time a 

church and was built and 

2, )~ 

~'Tb'd .~ .L ~- e; p .. 



~ilith the of additional more could 

be ptlt on needed evange Us tic efforts. the early part of 1924 a 

revival meeting was held at the Red Bird Church. 

people were converted during this meeting and i.t 

the spirit of the entire school.l Many 

the 

young people be-

came npioneers of righteousness" through their changed • They 

back to their home communities and w:i.thstood the of feud-

ing, killing, immoraUty and drunkeness to a for Christ. 

and upheld the doctr:tnes of their church and were 

living demonstrations of Christian ethics.2 

One of the very tangable results of the EvangeUstic 

at ,Jack's Creek was the fact that one of the young men recei.ved the 

to the Christian ministry and was by the congrega-

tion to receive a license to preach. He his work by helping 

Rev. Deedrick in most of his meetings, in 

and exhorting. vmile he may have been deficient 

sire to serve lacked nothing.3 

training, 

The evangel:tsitc efforts were the to 

the work of Bird school. Rev. tells of it in one 

reports. 

p. 83 

Our were held at two thirty in the afternoon 
the last of the school It is necessary to hold 
afternoon sessions because travel at nig)lt impossible. For 
one the afternoon I had planned to preach a sermon 

• J. 11 A Glorious Revival," Evangelica.l Missionary World; 

2Charlotte Armold; "Pioneers of Righteousness," Evangelical r-ti.s­
sionarY. \'lorld; p. 53 

3J. J. De\iall,; 2£.!. .£&; p. 83 



which I had used in other Evangelistic services with good effect. 
But from the time the first song was being sung it was evident 
to me that my sermon was as inappropriate as the proverbial f~ 
in the ointment. The longer the devotional part of the service 
continued, the more distressed I became because of the sermon. 
And to increase my embarrassment I could not think of a single 
appropriate text of scripture. or any other sermon. The spiri.t­
ual time of the meeting was high. The singing was fervent and 
the prayers were touching pleas with God for the unsaved. When 
it was time for the sermon I kne1v I would not preach that day .. 
I could not preach. The Holy Spirit has often given me a ser­
mon to preach; that day he took the only message I had from me. 

Instead of preaching, I asked the young people who had been 
saved to tell the story of their salvation. Five young men and 
women gave their testimonies. They told the stories in such a 
way that the whole audience was moved to tears. No sermon ever 
moved a congregation more deeply. At the close of the fifth 
testimony, I asked all those who wanted to be saved as these 
who had testified had been saved, to come forward. Nineteen 
souls, ranging in age from a dozen to over fifty years, with 
tears streaming down their faces came to.an altar for prayer. 
It was a hallowed never-to-be-forgotten occasion. No sermon 
could have done what those testimonies did.l 

In numerous instances the young people and children were instrumen-

tal in bringing adults to Christ, as has been shown in the account of 

this revival. It was difficult to win people by a direct appeal. 

Hence, more time was spent with the children and young people. J'K,any 

fathers and mothers of the mountains were saved through the prayers 

of their children.2 

In the fall of 1923 a good revival was held at Jack's Creek 

with the result that ,twenty-one persons were converted to Christ and 

added to the church. The large majority of these conversions were 

permanent. It was through these results that Rev. Deedrick felt led 

1J. J. DeWall; "Red Bird Revival Echoes;" Evangelica~ :Missiona:rz 
World; p. 126 ---

2earoline ~1. Ochse; 11 Suffer the Little Children to Come Unto Me," 
11EvangelicaJ. ~onarz World; p. 131 



to begin a Sunday School and worship services in a school house four 

miles beyond Jack's Creek station and another one at Bowen's Creek, a 

little farther away.l 

Beech Fork, one of the flQurishing stations of the mission work, 

was inspired by Superintendent DeWall's report to the Board of Missions. 

He reported there were six adjacent communities which should have preach-

ers and teachers. The board appointed a committee who investigated and 

determined to locate a mission at Beech Fork, fourteen miles from Bev-

erly. When it was learned in the community that the Board had decided 

to establish a mission, a petition signed thirty three citizens was 

presented promising co-operation and support. This was the way in 

which the mountain people showed their desire to train their children 

in a Christian atmosphere. They also gave pledges ranging 

$500 in addition to fifty acres of coal land for a church and school 

location.2 

Upon approval to open the work at Beech Fork in the summer of 

192L, Rev. J .. S. Deedrick was stationed there and Rev. and • H. 

to 

Porterfield, from the Ohio Conference, were stationed at Jack's Creek. 

After :much work on the part of the comrnunity people at Beech 

Fork, and Rev. and ~~s. Deedrick, the official dedication of the work 

v.-ras held on 6 and 7, 1924. The for 

• J. s. Deedrick,; 11Religious ivork on tiack' s Creek, 11 Evangel­
ical Missionary 1-Jorld; P• 136 ·· 

2P.H.Eller; Oo. Cit.; -- p.l28 



was well planned by Rev. DeWall, Rev. Deedrick and Miss Opha 11'lilson, 

the teacher at Beech Fork. The first service of the dedication was 

held at 10:00 A.M. on Saturday wi.th circuit Judge R. B. Roberts as the 

first speaker. Among the things he said was: 

This days work marks a new beginning for Leslie County. 
heart and every good wish with you in this ~ood work. 

My whole 
The 

has come when this country must be cleaned up. 

After the Judges' address, Secretary Neibel spoke on "The Attitude of 

our Church Toward Civil Government and Toward the Liquor Traffic., 11 Rev. 

Neibel spoke again in the afternoon and the message resulted in three 

conversions and eight requests for prayer.2 

On Sunday morning the church was completely filled and 

Neibel brought the dedicatory message. the close there were 

more conversions, eleven united with the church and eight were baptized. 

The entire service lasted three and one half • The work there 

a very successful beginning. In the previous days there had 

ten conversions, nineteen accessions to the church and twelve 

were baptized.3 

The dedication services at Beech Fork proved to be only 

the beginning, for in the following a revival resulted 

twenty and thirty accessions to the .. 

lB. H. Neibel,; "Dedication in our Kentucky Mountain Mission,n Ev­
angelic~l ~ssionaEl World; II; 399-400 

2Ibid.; p.4oo 

3rbid.,; p.4oo 
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Among those welcomed into the church membersM.p were several heads 

of .families and a few former nmoonshiners."l 

at Straight in Sept-

ember of 1925 with the organization of a Sunday School. In the 

ing January a church was organized with eleven charter members. Straight 

Creek is located about halfway between Red Bird and the mining of 

Heyburn. 2 

One of the important reasons it was possible to establish 

churches in these communities was because the missionaries carried on 

a program of personal home visitation. To make these calls required a 

long, hard days journey from early the morning to late at night on 

Mule back. The missionaries discovered in their visitation program that 

in many instances the way had already been prepared for the nr,~R•~n<C~ 

of the gospel by some member of the family who already was a Christian. 

For when one person in a home had been saved he would do all he could 

to see that the rest of the family was won to Christ.3 

In the evangelistic efforts the founding of 

the Kentucky 11issj.on, significant observations were noted as re-

ported by Superintendent Rev. J. J. Deltlall. 

ln Good News From our M.ission Kentucky, n 
L'lor 1:~' n III; 8 7 

2Elaine Goben; "Echoes From Straight Cam:p, 11 

~ World; V; 17 

3Elizabeth Rabausch; "A Visiting Day on the Red Bird," Evangelical 
Mis~iona£1 World; II; 128 



First, urgent appeals continued to come from other communities 

asking them to come and establish a church and school. In his report, 

Rev. DeWall included this information for challenge and encouragement. 

Two communities had sent appeals and had offered all the timber and 

land needed for a church and school. One offered $1500 in cash. Each 

of these communities were in a strategic location.1 

Secondly, the encouragement of the spiritual progress being 

made among all the stations here was indicated by the fact that there 

were ninty three conversions during the year and ninety seven accessions. 

School's holding 

work which was being done by them, 

Sunday School's were broken down. 2 

of 147. that there were 

meetings and due to the fi.ne 

of the prejudices against the 

Thirdly, the mission was growing numerically, physically and 

spiritually.3 A church building was being constructed at Beverly earJy 

in 1927. The sole function was to meet the spiritual needs of the com­

munity. Up to this time all services were held in the school roo:m.s.L 

'rhe }1ission now had property evaluation at Beverly of $37,600, at Jack's 

ln Annual Report of the Red Bird Mountaineer l-tission, 11 Evangelica~ 
~issiona!l World; III; 371-372 

2Ibid.; P• 371,372 

3aosa J. Dirmnick, "Growing"; !_!angelical Nissionar.r T.Vorld; 
III; 131 

4George 'E. Epp;nDevelopments in the Kentucky }'Iission;n Evangelical 
~is_?i_op.ar_r V>Jorld; V; 173 --- - - .. ,. 
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gave the dedicatory and led in the Iitany.1 

Rosa Dimmick, who arrived at the Red Bird in the latter 

part of 1922, was the first matron of Knuckles Hall. By .April of 

1923 there were thirty-three students living under her supervision. 

They ranged in age from ten to nineteen.2 

Life in Knuckles Hall was much the same as life in the dorm­

itory of any school campus. There were ~pecific regulations and ade­

quate supervision. Most of the work of the hall was done by 

people supervised by the matron. The rising bell was 5:45 A.M. and 

:meals were served promptly as scheduled hours. The :meals were as 

much of a variety as was possible under the circumstances. Before 

each meal a song was sung and the blessing upon the food asked .. 

Every evening family worship was conducted in Knuckles Hall. 

It was led the staff, including Rev .. !'Irs. DeWall. the 

students were required to be in the mid-week prayer service, as 

as the services.3 

At of the school year, april of 1923, were 

four teachers and pupils in the Red Bird settlement school. 

teen of these had reached the High and so 

Bird School. The largest students were in 

fifth grade alone .. 

libid.; p.l64 

2Rosa Dimm:lck; 2.1?.:. Cit.; p. 

3Ibid.; p. 129 

due to previous training the 



crude mountain schools which offered only four years of elementary ed-

ucation. 

One of the biggest problems face~ by the school was to keep 

students from leaving and getting married. It was customary for many 

mountain to get married at fourteen to sixteen years age. 

The were usually not much older. If a girl could be kept sch-

ool past the fifth or sixth grade she would usually continue. 

was to them until the ambition or to was 

1 

Another found by the school was the instability of pur-

on the of the st;udent. It was that one the un-

reasons for this was due to the type of 

on in a 

the of consistent pur-

almost 

hindered them.2 welsh, one of the 

a Christian but lacked the strength of pur-

pose to carry out his convictions. 

that was the work in the Christian training was 

most 3 

nt n ~vangelica~ 

2Eme line 111[e lsh, 110ur ~a test Obstacle, 11 Evan~elical Missi onarl 
\.Jorld;I, 128. A boy in High School almost up an education be-
cause he could not the room he tn the 

3Ibid.,; P• 
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One later School was The new here 
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a 

d 1 
gra e. 

the 

team,s were active tba t when 

there were two students were graduated from the eighth 

As the extension schools increased in nutnbe!r and in 

size, so did the school at Beverly continue to grow. In 1926 a new 

school bui was built .. by ninety-six and 

two There were six , each thirty-two 

square., new school building included a laboratory, office 

and an auditorium sixty-four feet square. It very effectively 

took care of a grovnng student 2 .. 
at Red Bird was not only to 

but to bui adult, through 

various physical activities. Through sports it was noted that 

the youth great development control and 

The included activities both the boys and the 

girls. An sports program was set up so that 

• For the boys, inter-school compititi.on in basketball 

was established. Personal sacrifice the good of all w~s 

at Bird) 

lJ., S. Deedrick; 11 Beech Fork Extension, 11 Evan~elical Missionary 
V.lorld; IV, 210 

• M .. Miller; 11A Glimpse of School Life at Beverly," Evangel-
ical Mj_ssionarv World; 326 

3E. M. Miller; 11 0ur Beverly School," Eva!?eelical :tvr.issionarz 
lrlor 1~; III, 

• 



Dormitory plays a part in the life of 

and the students at Bird were no exception. However, after some 

had elapsed since the building of Knuckles Hall, in the 

dor':!litory changed to some degree. 11any of the students at Bj_rd 

were saved after coming to the ~ission and hence took part the de-

votional times. One of the favorite forms of passing an was 

1 to gather around the piano and sing songs. Since so man.v of the 

taken a part the , a junior was 

younger ones with two the 

One of the results the training that the young people had 

received in the day school was felt the life of the 

Of the in the Bird Su.nday School, three of were 

taught by .. The better teachers in 

day School was seen by the Superintendent, so the first teachers 

ing class was estabUshed enthusiastic students 

Each one of these eleven had consecrated lives to special 

service • .3 

Even many of the educational had met, there 

were more requests for help than could be filled. One re-

quest came to Rev. De\r.Jall 

lRosa J. Di:mmick, 11Home 
~ l"l~.t:!_q; II, 130. The 
and meant to 

a County Superintendent of who 

Evangelical Mission­
some friends in the north 

2 Rosa J. Dimmick;~~; p. 

3}'fxs. E. M. }'~"..iller; "The 
siona;r ~; III, 127 

Bird School,n Evangelica~ ~ 



pled that the Mission workers to their county, but there was no 

one to go. He even built a school house that could be turned into a 

house and would be given to t.he Mission if some one could only go .. l 

At the close of Superintendent DeWall's tenure at the 

there were schools under the Missions' sponsorship with no 

than 450 students.2 After seven years of work there were three former 

students of the Red Bird High School teaching in the out stations • .3 

THE MEDICAL MISSION 

The Red Bird Mission was located a very remote area during 

the early days of the work. This made it almost impossible for the 

people living there to have access to medical help in ti.mes of sick-

ness or accidents .. this, the people were times sickly 

and susceptible to disease. As soon as Rev. DeWall arrived at the 

~dssion he could see the need of medical assistance at Bird .. 

nally in the SU,"!lmer 1922, this badly needed addition was made to 

the staff. 'fi'Iiss Lyd:La Rice of Blue Springs, Nebraska, came to be in 

charge of the work. 

ately began to inculcate the principle"B of health and sanitation into 

the humble of the mountaineers.4 

• ,J. 2.E.!. ~; p .123 

E. On .. Cit.; p.l72, 
....-.;.. --

3Florence E .. Singer; "Sabbatical 
Missionarz World; VI, 285 

4p. H. Eller,; Op. ~; p.126 

at the Red Bird, 11 Evane:elical 



Rice took over the medical duties of both those on the 

staff and the surrounding corrununi ty. She was only in 

critical cases when a doctor would sometimes be brought in 

villeo 

Rev. De1ial1' s first annual report he mentioned that: 

Our nurse, Miss Rice, though here but a short time, receiving 
frequlnt calls and is healing to both the body the 
soul. 

Rice reported that it was only as the workers kept their 

bodies physically fit that they could do their best for Christ and 

for • Their goal was not just to care for the s::tck, but to pre-

vent illness in as ma.ny ways as possible. To do this, care 1-ras taken 

to teach the ch:i.ldren to observe basic • As nearly as 

possible balanced diets were served the hall. One of 

most effective to prevent sickness was to remedy con-

ditions. However, this 'tiaS not yet possible, so effective work was 

? 
i:mpossi.ble.-

In the summer of 1923, one of first big steps was 

the at Red Bird. Two operations were performed 

les Hall. One of the patients was a of the community who could 

not get r,dthout an operation. A vi.siting doctor, a friend 

DeWall, performed operation. A later one of the teachers be-

1
B. H. Neibel; ~ Cit.; p.55 

2 Lydia B. R.ice; "Health Work at Beverly," 
\>lor l~; II, 13 3 



came with appendicitis and the same doctor operated on her. So 

Knuckles Hall became a hospital ward for awhile. ~~ss Rice was on 

vacation at the time so the other staff members acted as nurses until 

she returned. Th:i.s incident pointed to the need of a doctor at Red 

Bird.l 

The need of a Missionary doctor was pointed out to the Board 

of Mj_ssions by Rev. DeWall, who told them that much suffering could 

be alleviated. He also told the Board of the wany crude and 

stitious means and methods used for healing in the mountains, 

were times worse than the it.self.2 

most effective ways of carrying on the 

on the }'fission field was through "clinics. 11 These were held for one 

or two days at a time on each of the stations. \~en these clinics 

were held, a visiting physician would come one of the 

• On 19 and 20, 1925, a clinic was held at the 

Bever~ Station, with three doctors : two from Middlesboro and 

one from the board of health. registered nurses, as 

as the nurse, were present. Kh1anis Clubs 

and Middlesboro paid the expenses of this particular clinic. 

the two , thirty-four operayions were performed, seventy physical 

examinations made, twenty pairs fitted two cases 

treated. Many of the operations were tonsilectimies among 

1Rosa J. Dimmick; ~ ~; p.l30 

2J. J. DeWall; 2.£:. ~; p.397 



the students of the Mission.l 

Although it was not always possible to have such an extensive 

clinic, yet much clinical work was done at Red Bird, Jack's Creek and 

Beech Fork. At Beech Fork the need for first aid was frequent because 

of broken bones, sprains, cuts, boils, dislocations, minor accidents 

and minor illnesses. Some of these should have been treated by a phys­

ician but there was none available at that time. 2 

work was accomplished in the fie in 

of the they were without the aid of a doctor cases 

The lack was be 

the 

the the 

physicj.an on Bird. 

no candi.date had been found. so 

ers on the with no protection was brought to the atten-

tion of the and the church in the serious of Rev. J. s. 

Deedrick., It 1..ras considered a w.iracle his life was At 

this was able to Dr., E. W. Smalzried, a 

missd.onary China home on furlough, for a short duration. He was 

the doctor sent by the board to the Bird Region.h 

lclinic at Red Bird 1'Iission, 248 

2J. s. Deedrick; ~Cit.; p.210 

3H. Franklin Schlegel; 11 Among the Kentucky Mountains, 11 

III, 255. :rvr.x. 1..ras the executive~---"'"-'-....;.;;. 
Board of Church Extension. 

4.1\. E. Lehman; ~sl_og of !:_he Red Bir~ -~-_;_;,_,;;.~" 



Soon the call for a doctor for the Hission was answered by a 

young intern, Dr. Harlan s. Heim of Dawson Nebraska. He was raised 

in a missionary minded home, graduated from Western Union College and 

from Cornell Medical School. He served his internship in Bellevue 

Hospital in New York City.l 

In own words Dr • .Heim tells why he went to Red Bird: 

For years I had been preparing specifically for med-
ical service in some foreign mission field. I had chosen 
.However, because of unsettled conditions over there which had 
closed the door into that field, the hand of God pointed 
our mission field in Kentucky. It was hard to give up an old 
ambition it was only after indecision that I 
ly became convinced that God wanted me to serve 

during the winter • l-lithin an hour 

arrival he had treated his first patient, and at the of the 

same month 262 patients 

Rice em 

~ 
been treated."' 

job 

doctor. She had been able to break down many of the 

were so common among the people 

He:'Lm was the doctor within a radius of fifteen 

Bird., work reach .five 

4 • 

Although the way had been prepared .for 

the 

that 

a 

doctor, it was through Dr. Hei.m1s captivating personality, his skill 

----·---

3.a.s • .Heim; "So This is Red Bird; 
V; p.l70,171. 

4Ibid. 

• 



as a physician and surgeon and sincere spirit that 1:wn 

the 
1 

of the people.~· 

Without a doubt, Dr. Heim was the busiest person on the 

staff. wben he started on a medical tour through mission territory, he 

never knew 1\rhere he would asked to help or when he would able to 

return home. People would recognize him and his grey mule, 

the up to a mountain cabin. Sometimes he would 

people who were on their ·way to to and he had to turn 

Many times when he arrived at his destination, word 

gone out that the doctor would be 

2 

and there would be additional 

calls to :make., 

Dr., and experience through 

in the in 

to a special 

refer to anyone so 

came in contact 

the 

them and also reported some 
. 3 

Society. 

It was 

in 

these person 

was appointed to the· }1iss ion, the Board 

$12,000. This hospital was to 

OE.Ci~!; there 
could not do. One man said,nit 

me up, but I saw that Doc 

E. 5J .. P• Cit.; P• 

to 

• 

jour-



Actual work on the hospi,tal was begun in the SUl'n.rner of 1928. 

was located one-half the Bird at the mouth of Cow 

Lick Creek. The building was a two story structure providing a nu.r-

sury1 X-P..ay machine, sterilizer, refrigerator and other 

•t 1 1. ems. 

The hospital was dedicated on August thirty first, 

Bishop the address dedicating 

the building. Mrs. Sarah Ernest Snyder, who had been on the 

five to select the location for the sion, was 

and an • at the but 

was to stand or w:i.thout of 2 
• 

The was opened to receive patients on • 

A the same and there 

was not a were no 0 On Mrs .. 

N. of the pastor at <Jack's 

ted to the an one to be 

in the new buildingo3 

Dr. year on the he 

had over 3,000 of were 

on dark over , often 

• never one 

case and he treated over 5,ooo..J~ 

lp. H. Eller; .2.E.:.. ,2i_i!_..; p .126 

• E.. L-ehman,· Op. Cit. --
E. p.285 



THE ECON011IC A!\TD SOCIAL MISSIO!IJ 

The majority of the people in the mountains of southeastern 

Kentucky had enjoyed little economic advancements over the past cen-

tury and a half. They had lived in very humble dwellings with hardly 

the barest necessities of lifeo In most cases there was no 

come so all their food had to be gotten from the earth.. Clothing was 

all handmade and usually very i.nadequa te. These were conditions 

of of the when the Red was first started. 

The purpose of the Mission -v;ras to save souls, but the need 

for economic and social :i..mprovement was imperative. Mrs. J. J. Delrlall 

called attenti.on to it in one of her reports. 

But can the soul be reached, though angels .preach the gospel, 
containing that is shivering and if the 

Or how can the be trained if children do not have sufficient 
to come to school?l 

of the people were poorly clothed because 

little income and the impossibility to to~,;n to 

clothing. Because of this, Rev., DevJall sent out a request to the 

for used, durable clothing. The response to the request was very 

as hundreds of pounds of used clothing arrived from the 

of the church across the nation. One of the great 

works of the 

from friends 

was to be able to distribute the clothing sent 

~~Tission .. 2 It was done :tn the :r..a:me of Him who said, 

nr was naked and ye clothed .me •••••••• as much as ye have done it, 

• J. J. De~~Jall; 11 Preaching the Gospel i\rith , Not 1iJords, 11 

Evangelical Missionarl l!lorld; 125 

2Mrs. J. J. DeWall; "A Great Need 11 
;.;..;.;;:;;;;.;;:.:~::.;;;;.:::.:::.::::. 

fl.r:'l ~I or ld; II, 13l.t 



even unto the least of these m.v brethern, ye have done it unto me .. 11 

(IV.~atthew 

helped to 

:36 & 40) The clothing sent by the Evangelical people 

gospel demonstrate ::i.ts kind and charitable spirit .. 1 

Over a thousand needy people of the mountains received 

warm cloth:tng. 1-iany were better then they had ever been be-

fore, 2 the cJ othing received ii'Tas not glven gratus to 

when a sum was charged to those who were to 

d:i.s tribu tion clothing was not the char:i 

sion. Other of were given by 

food or-

4 • 

were the 

ii'J'hose were paid by scholarships, and part their 

.. J. J. p.l26 
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THE WORK A. E. 

OF SUPT. LEHMAN 

The of Rev. De\riTall proved to be a for 

Board the Mission without 

ership. Board of the 

sion the authority to act as until the of fie e could be 

E. M. principal of School, &vas the chair-

man th1s • They met the and 

of the J!d.ssion. appointed a 

three were ion of 

time,. It M.:a,ze, c. H. .. 

two trips to Bird in 

the 

The of the at this time was to a man 

fied the s the • Certain 

ties -v1ere in the man who this He 

be a man ' 
represent the si.on :tn and haye a co-operative 

sp:i.rit. Such a man was found in Rev. A. E. Lehman. He 

years as a in and had returned to United 

States 1927 es there .. 2 

of the 



His experience in Mission work helped to h'i.m for this position • .l 

After to the States, .Rev. Lehman served as of 

the Evangelical Church at Tacoma, Tvashington.2 On 10, he was 

as Superintendent of Red Bird Mission) 

THE 

was presented in all of 

.. The was 

a typical Sunday on the Red 

dormi t,ory life a 

to .. this the students went to the room 

offered their th.anks for a fine breakfast .• everyone was 

the had 

one of students, but on Sunday one of the teachers was in • 

nine thirty 

start in 

church rang, which meant that School lvould 

with 

lowing the 

where each 

hour, 

some the 

hourq By ten o'clock the worship room was 

children,and the other were 

' 
of the went to the 

a lesson thought or verse. During 

Lehman brought an inspirational .. 

' 
had home for the 

Histor;r of Evangelical=;;:.;;;.,.~.;;;;;..., 

Op. ,9!!:; P• 

the 

the noon 

to 

3Ibid.; p.173 



return to the dormitories. At two forty five some of them took part 

the vesper service at the Hospital. This w'as a 

and prayer, with a short message. The evening 

in the their 

questions or topics for the young peoples meeting. The 

meetings provided a splendid training program for them.. After the 

evening service the young people of tbe community had the 

some time in the library with the dormitory and 

some of the a short time the they 

for their or rooms. 

j of the and oiced in it.ul 

of However, one of the most avenues to 

the was the the 

that of 

They their own groups and story • 

at for the As the 

on the they turn carry ir 

to • 

The of the staff at Bird toward ef-

i ""Anna Speicher; 11 A Sunday on the 
p.40l 

2Anna Speicher; 11\rlorkings of the Missions Among Children, 11 Evan­
p.419 __ .-,. 



were summed up in the words of Rev. Weibel: 

The Kentucky field joins with others to say that 
no more yorlds of land to conquer, but there is a 
to save. 

With this view in mind, many revivals were held. 

of the out , as as; Beverly, held 

tic meetings a week or two at a time. To attract added 

in much work was among the children. 'l'hrough 

them came to the meetings were saved. 

A was held at Jack's in the 

the Rev. Howard W. Porterfie the first week and a half, 

twenty-two souls found their way to the altar 

of these were first time decisions. On the 

urday and Rev. of the ser-

and the On Friday there were pre-

sent five On Saturday two more were 

found their with God. A total thirty-

four were won to Christ the • the 

the never saw nor heard 

like e.n2 

of 1934 meetL~g was conducted 

Rev. • This was the ' sec-



ond at Red Bird. students greeted them 

chorus The Beauty of Jesus Be Seen Me. 11 The ers' had 

taught the chorus during their previous campaign. 

consisted of nine services wi.th 

one .. 1 

One of outstanding ever at Bev-

to this time, was in January of .. Rev. F. G. Kuebler, 

Ind:iana, was the evangeli.st. Urgent prayer were sent to 

the the area for special for the young people. The 

of came on the last in January. the 

sermon came to the altar salvation. At the ser-

more came Student were zed 

each in the two dormitories. The took turns as 

erso verse, made a short comment and then was 

in prayer. came voluntarily to groups to the 

ntered into each one earnestness.· had 

been prayi.ng for a great revival and r .. 

came to the during the course of the meeting. of these 

were first * Others came to renew their faith .. 

the but one were to 

of the thirty-three boys 

• A .E. J,K;!'"·""'"'' 
December, 1934; 

• Red 
,January, 193.5; PoL 

Indeed God 
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The year it seE~:me,a that Satan a re-

Christians were praying but there were very .. 
Toward the close of the meeting, with on prayer, 

God's reigned .. On the last night twenty-five a.t 

the altar. revival was in evidence at Beverly.l 

form of evangelistic effort was the one night 

One such was when 

Rev. Double Creek, on 

the Bird. The people had been planning for a service .. 

e on a 

It was the 

God the service. This area was thickly 

a • The sad 

was 

were not 

es that brought 

the were the and 

services. A was about a 

year was more of a • 

were not in the habit to church were 

es. The of the 

11 A Year at II 

160 

E. Notes, !l 
; P• 268,279 



the cl.aim5 of Christ in .a straight forward, fervent 

of 

thi. 

as the from l 

was the custom of the to hold at one 

each year.. One snch effort wa.s the 

es held by Lehman in the 

• In this particular series of Leh-

a and 

for the On 

2 On the c 

of the en-

ism was not effected 

the 

the 

God) 

Yet in-

to incrAase 1,rhen the economy was at • 

came to the States in y 

, i.t B.lso ca'l'lP to Bird .. 

to the BecauR e of the 

, no pastor r.vas s at Bet>ch for tV?o 



Goben and carried on the 

these rr.any 

:i:n l 

As the to found jt-

to :·wrk on the :l Bi be-

cause 

of the mission ~:hich under 

to ITIAkP 

In 

~~hool. ThP 

the of 

JYJ Flaxton of 

to the 1 s GrJ<?ek Station whon a 

funds of 

the chnrch made it 

Appointed !VIis :=donaries, 11 

;. p. 

at ~Tack' 11 -r::van-
Oct .. , 



1931 the curriculum for the school at was altered 

to prov.ide for a year Junior High course and a three year 

~ . .,.,em .. or course. 193.5 there were 371.! students enrolled in 

the schools. 1\.pp li cations for 113 had to be rejected due 

to la.ck of sp~ce ,.1 

'rhe 'Tiission teachers played an important part, in the 

ncational organization as set up by the State Board of 

education. The mission teachers were hence 

received the same salary as the Therefore, 

due to their ca were under ob1 to 

more to the than they could in the 

Throughout the school the teachers made a 

very effort to prepare the student to meet the 

temptations and doubts which would come to them once they w~re ou.t 

of the direct influence of the church and schonl. 2 

One of the real situations 1..rhich caused the mission teachers 

to do their very best came when they realized the ority of the 

boys and ~~ould never be to attend college or 

vocations outside the mountains. They endeavored to meet this 

by young in for better 

in the s they expected some day to a 

mountain home that was not beyond the means of any 

1 
Press; 

of 
p .1!17 ,!.!.18 



Four girls lived in the home at a time.. They werE' taught how to 

darn, patch, remodel old garments, cook balanced 
' 

learn the care of babies and general home supervision and manage-

ment. One girl who had had the privilege of this special training 

made a remark which was typical of the feeling of many: 

~Jhy I would rather loose any other part of my school ex­
perience and training than part with the help I received 

the practice house in school.l" 

The staff was vitally interested in the girls and desired that they 

would have the best homes possible where Christ would be honored and 
? 

revered.-

Through the work the school was doing it tvas to 

influences beyond the boundries of the mission.. In the spring 

1931-t the lvas greatly pleased when the School Club 

received an invitation from the of to 

1 there. ~;hey practiced under the direction 

of 3 Stru.tz. Numerous opportunities were opened to 

school to enter district The of 

a contest in Ttlhich over 500 students from nine 

entered tn oratory, music, and 

Of Red students competing, t~m of these won third 

one in oratory one in poetic 

• E.1'1[. Oct., 
193.1,; P• 309 

• E.M. ]viiller; nThe of the Home 

T,Tor1 d • 
-"--~"-'' 

:N~vangelical ~Tissionar;r: \rlor1d; Oct. 1933; p.309 

• I,ehman; "Red Bj_rd Notes, 11 

193~; p.ll6 

11Hrs. A. E. nRed Bird H 

' }lfay 1931.~; p .11~ 1 
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One of the students received the honor of representing the school 

at the State Oratorical Contest in Lexington. He ranked forth among 

the seventeen contestants.l The High School t..ras a member of the state 

debating league and entered contests with other schools. In the 

spring of the year they entered the tournaments and usually scored 

very high. 2 

Other opportunities afforded for trai.ninf were when 

the nlanned for comJnencement exercise, class the 

s"::!nj.or class ~<~.r:y other acti \r:i .. ties 

The was the of they 

In 1932 the: numbered fifteen. 
)4 

Since • 

the classes were increasing in munber each year this 

the organization of an alumni associaM.on. Commencement 

became a homecorning for the former Red Bird graduates. After the 

alumni association was formed, each year a supper was held in the 

dormitory 1..ri th the in charge and the seniors as 5 

The commence;nents always brought a sense of sadness beca.use it 

meant losing some of the young people ,whom the 1-mrkers had grmm to 

lR d ·s· • d ~~ t 1..e . :tr hO es; 

2 Alice I1. Kruse; 11 Youth in Kentucky, ll 
\ATo_:r::ld; April, 1931; p. 132 

Lehman; 11 Commencement on the Hed Bird, 11 

Nay 1932; p.202 

4') J D. . k 1'R . . II .r~.osa • :tmrnlc .:; ·. err.2n1.scences, 
trlorl<!; July 1932; p. 274 

511 Red Bird Notes, 11 

P• 197 
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love and appreciate. However the schools continued to grow and 

there w·ere others to t,ake the place of the ones who had reached 

the mark for higher attainment. 

At the close of each year most of the students returned to 

the.ir mountain homes to and hoe the corn and work in the 

A few of the boys and girls, most of whom had no homes, 

remained for the sum.rn.er to help do the garden and 

1'1Tork, also the and the The boys were 

tending the school crops, repairing telephone and other 

The girls cleaned the dormitories, the churr~h and the hospHa.J, 

the for over beds, doing the 

work of and 1 
• 

Sone of the haG the that 

the teachers had a ,,;hen school was out. wrote 

what the t,eachers did their time. School was 

out the of April so t,hat the could he T'ITj_th the 

\-fork at home on the farms. However, it again the latter 

of July. During this time the teachers were busy with 

meetings, which began as soon as school was out. Then there were 

clinics that had to be The teachers 

m.others noon and a talk for the on 

Choir was held each Tuesday and Friday 

HRed Bird Notes,n 



A leader was needed to assist for 

Endeavor services were 

at three and prayer meeting each .. 

be for those who 

of the services. 

music or other 

the 

the 

that they were 

of a games 

one and one 

was a dip. 

of 

• 

to 

was how th 11 vacationtt V.'as 

!! summer time .. n1 

There were some very 

of the 

was 

combined with the 

were the 

came a 

a ~s.ffy 

rock11 

the 

not 

of the turned to their own communities for 

.. about the 

eted .. One 1t1as 

to 

the 

the 

the 

of 



in County and others were principals 1 The was 

of one the first , for he had 

become 

the for peace 

A Red Bird 

or more men who to to read and 

and figure came to this night school between hours of and 

The the teacher) 

the and 

ence , was that a maj 

people Chrj_stian A young 

man 1Jack1 s Creek fully consecrated to Christ 

the Others 

fields of service in nursing, law teaching. 

out from the Red Bird Mission had a higher aim and purpose 

p. 273 

2Mrs. A. E. Lehman; Red Bird Notes; 
; p .. ll6 

3Ibid .. ; p. 

• J. 
Evangelical ......;.;;;;;..........;. . ...;...;..;..J:;.. _..;..;;;..;.;;....,., 

of a Decade on the Red Bird," 
November, 1931; p.Ll4 
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the the medical that was 

a servant a • At 

ose of Dr. Heim1s first his to the of 

philosophy. 

Yi.s faith in God had carried him rnany near a.nd 

area of the miss-

ion had had a hard rain the as nikh. 

had been out across the mountains and the we.re 

wonder if he ;.wuld be 

th"' he a ''Y r.s ins • 

er of 8 ] and 

to return. The creRks v;ere 

of the 

the rnovement it was 

of ~-'Tis,stOl1S-·~,.Tedi~B ·' n 
17 

Heim 

to 

the flick-

on 

eye of 

] 



home 1 

Dr. the need care for the 

to see the tra of 11 The 

among the 

and -r,1a2 an insidious and re] destrover. 'J'he 

attack uoon its 

:'Lts 

, the 

ren :i .. t was so 

the " 
for 

• ;;v-as among the poor. 

a in !:'u'lde them an easy 

, the the 

the l'10re food 

the 

'rhe homes 

being 

ou.t a 

the .'lffUcted 

Jn ·"i 

of a 

one 

II 

' 

, thP doeto:r 



young women on a. bed in the corner. The look youth had 

by feverish, a.nsious She Wtls in the 

of the years of age., 

another home ten ch:! a 

brave the 

T.B., the doctors the 

the 1.mder the of Dr. a re-

from 

A survey of and· sugges-

were 

at the ho 

were wade and x-rays The 

to T 

the cases 

out to 1:i st-

met T>Jith as as .. 

' 
poss 

to have the same chance to fight this as 

were set up the and 

the , and to educate the mmmtai ns on to 

for the .. 



!I a Mother's Babies iiaS .At 

these were 

determined .. were given and 

er.amina tions by the doctors .. treatment was 

en, and the correction of or the 

were 

age were 

and tried to in years 

and to have best when ~vould be 

for 1>-J'nen the clinic first there r.rere seven 

an average monthly attendance four In 

there were forty-eight babies registered at the and Ja."1-

uary 

of years. ;v 

2 

a 

Dr. 

at 

return to rooms) 

A , to be conducted in 

the age 

l:Jas held at 

Dr .. re-

one day., Sixteen of the 

The rest were 

the 

For the Mothers of the 
p .. l36 

Hospital, 11 

to 

, was st-

tl 

' 



arted and became an affair .. year many of the new 

had to be coaxed to the doctor them. one particular 

at Jack's school, ribbons were awarded those 

who met the requirements of the Ribbon This 

no cor-

rectable defects, good ha.bi ts.. After 

the of the students, ribbons were awarded.. A 

health 

ened 

to the staff .. 

on the staff to 

was b y and the 

1 better methods of sani tatj_on in the home .. 

proved to be a to the 

It each day 

work .. 1929 Dr,. registered the 

Association. two new nurses 

Ohio and 

1rJheatland, Illinois.,2 1932 there were 

require a superintendent of nurses. 

spGJke to the 

and the 

with 

were 

nurses 

Rice was ap-

pointed to this position. of conditions, circumstances warrant-

eEl of another doctor., In Dr. and :Mrs. E. ,J. 

arrived on the ld proved to to Dr .. 

1930 1 s the Mission the 

depression.. It played havoc with the 

1
Miriam Faust; t!Jack 1s Creek School Clinic," 

World; 1>1ay, 1932; p. 195,196 _.......,.,.__ ..... 

2c. H • .Stauffacher; "New 
-·--~ H~ld; April, 1930,; p.l 

3P.H.Eller: Op. Cit. ----
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erly Council which met June of a 

as they had to make to 

hospital to some. was not easy to a choice as to who 

1 be admitted and who would not. Financial conditions i•rere 

worse and, as for operating the became , it 

necessary to some of the 

the of 1933, • and 1V!rs. le.ft for a 

of e .. The the 

so departed in true su:itcases 

held in front or on each of • 

took their with them,. But 

the on good work over the same 

hands of 2 
• 

the Miss:ion was to ser-

of a for the hospital. as 

as two nurses, came in anst;rer to a who 

be to a 's for board the 

same Dr. C. H. 

two at Dr. Knoph wt th ear_, nose throat 

• Nineteen of "1-:rere twenty-eight 

were cared for and L-SO office at 

• A. E. 
p .. 

p. 

.. . llJted Bird 
November, 1934; p. !104 



another successful Caesarean Dr .. 

two at Bright Shade Of the 

eighty-five patients treated there, four of or 

tions., Four other distant points in the same were as 

on Dr. for a He 

equalling two or three doctors.l 

the people of the were for Hos-

pi tal. One woman operated on couldn't the Dr. 

Knoph the nurses. She told the people that the doctor 

and bones sew them up 11 they 1 

from her a Caesar-

ean on a young mother. The of doctor 

his to heaven 

2 

services were at the 

the 

open door • They received the word as a 

on of .. home the of 

hospital, "most ,.3 

the had and the Nission to re-

its aspect. On October , health day was at s 

Red Bird ; 

• ... 4.. E • Red Bird Notes; 
1934; p .. 

• A. E. p. 



Dr. and ·Miss Rice ~,rere Dr,. Yurner and !\~rs .. 

of t.he • t.he 

t,he chi.1dren 2:ave three on hea of the rnany in-

it to be a t.ime 

for a 1 .. 
seven years of at the Mis-

, Dr. and .l\1rs. Red t:as ap-

the Board of $ He arrived 

in 
":{ 

·" .. the summer of 1 ,<~nd 

The of the 0\¥ to the economy 

of the Red Bird A.S the Becauss 

of the l!mrk of the had to be curtailed. seemed 

the vmrk be 

.Soard had to the ap-

tions by b,ooo. the ~iork but the 

of this reduction. 

Circle Activities; 

,Jack 1 

of 
,h:ne, 

out 



:r;educPd incornes so that the v.rork not too The 

sa of the 

one to 1 F:Yen the reduced ,sa la.d.ef: "''ere not 

to the of the 

vmrkers had to be vJi thdra:m the 

as 1 as the of it was 

a of , lf' not aetna 1 retreat. to 

sacrifice so the as 

had not been for hm 

~onths and there were no of income for the 2 .. 

rr1h8 \:~ro:ckers v.rere effected the but not as 

much as the of thP "loun-tains.. In there 

bnt mo~1 there none at 

ha 

it ·xras 

of 

on but there 1~as .fc th 



of 1 

the came to the for 

to pay in cash. B:"c;:no.~<e of this the i·1i.ssion on a bar-

basis and a eggs, ch1.ckens, 

for 

this <rms a boost to th.c::ir 

n as as a ir: the cases or. 

the c1 Once in a:-vhi 

to y in cash. 

the 

To to thr: of the econor~ie 

house and a i.ts contents 

'H"V"'re thunder 

The fire 

had tirne to E~scapc 

kindly took them i~to their home unti 

l::)p ~ r d- Li. "' ... eCtLP .• The incident 

- l . I:Jurnec~ :.n 

nov-

'J 't,nose 

cou.lcl 

of 

l Chnreh to ncnnies for the 

for 
"l 

·"; 

• Cit.; p 



the 

of tht:: the had 

the many needed. lost the ?ort-

] 

'I'he to be a time: of the 

stQtns of the Yission. 

rifice so the work 

ion to he 1:o "t'd.th the The 

' • .J Cl.lll c 1. 

pair One thr:: 

be 

to the 

A.i.d* 

Youth (\ 

and the care of babies 

to 1otht:•:o; for the:;Jr:w1ves and their 

hou:r~s 

II 

Bird Notes; 
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:inc the 

d:::bates, 

seven for it. The 

of trees a.n.d 

to in the same amount of tiTilE" as the 

thP f' . .. or J. 

.fr~ctor- ~Thich 

of the 

1 

the economic 

ny heartaches trials od 

their and 

thesP hard times 

On one of thesP 

R.ed Bird 

Kruse; "Youth in 
P• 

for over a 

the:n 

to 

l'~issione 

' 



the students who attended the 11Moonli.ght School~ fu.rnisbed the pro­

gram .. 1 This group kept a very appreciative audience of about 300 

all laughing with their hl:t<·norous songs, recitations and antics. A 

new world had opened to many of the middle aged parents who had never 

had the opportunity to develop thei.r talents .. 2 

In June of 1935 one of the greatest social events to occur at 

ceremony ever conducted at the Red 

Bird Church., JViiss Alice Strutz, who had been teaching in the High 

School for six years, and Perle Estridge, who graduated from the 

Bird High school with the class of 1930, and 1a ter from ~·Jestern Union 

College, were united marriage., For awhile they continued thei.r 

1mrk the mountaj.ns) Then they 1'\l'ent to a Presbyterian school 

the but later returned to Bird he now 

paJ of the school. 

/1 survey of the community of Beverly was conducted to 

sion work.. This was done primarily for the benefit of the 

station. It covered a radius of three miles with the center 

Beverly station.. This w~y no mountains had to be eros The 

infor:rr:ation was soueht in the of each member of 

, 
,.LThis was a night school conducted for who never had 

the privilege of school. 
? 
-JV'Jrs. A. E. Lehman; Red Bird Notes; 

p.. 116 

\Irs .. A. E. Lehman; Red Bird Notes, Evangelical 
t, 1935; p .. 301,302 ---~ 



the literacy, School 

forest and if a cash income .. 

home conditions 

in many ways 

the 

a fei'l acres of 

A man born 

an 

D.C., s::dd this :rk: 

close 

conr~rega 

the 

ten years of 

a 

did not 

F:rt,m the 
; p .. 

ss, there 

of 
; p. 

some 

raised in 

ln a 

.fi.ve 

the 

I! 



c 

in the com'rf11mi ties doo.e. 

to 

years 

to do "!':any i.n the 'tray 

and due to and money,. 

and 

.. 

of • r.,ehman. In thP 

there as it 

nf the nation. FolJ thi.s came hJorJ d 

li.zerl !?:ore thart ever the 

needs of the mountajn 

staff 

ly· 1 ons and they d ;:;ce the c'J d_-rr~nr;r~-

A.J l sion lifo. It s real ioy fo>' thr:: ~·T(i'f'k-

!.lc b.and i band "·lith Ood :?"" cnntinuFd tn serve 





OF JOHN '\"!. 

The • I,eh:m<':m it necessary, once 

for the Board JVri.ssions to seek a new man for the 

'I'hey sought for same ns they 

ts. A :man of 

~1is in the church and 

were 'Met 

After ac the 1 ,John 

of 



duties as 

in the year J bPC81 .. 'l!'.H'! tha.t 

'r'"'CentlY ended a.nd the rvTis 

to nm,;r effort."': nnder np1,q-

Bischoff '1-;ra.s 

for the ~!faster 

fi 

SeYer a 1 ne<·r 

mmy 

reaJj.7,ed 

ThE' ,,mrk of 
the num8rous 

first, rrc>sident 

lt at the 

cated next to 

off; 
19h6; 

the ta.sk of ne the 

not 

and Nrs. 

th:i:3 stat :i 

on status$ 

of 

the parsonn 

at the Red. 11 Th~" 

Service, H ·rhe 



was the m::tn.ts ters in "'in store 

The work grew In 1956 a youth 

l\TRtS irl th thirteen One the 

of 1-r.as to reach the " In 
? 

the Youth 'WaS to do so .. 

the concern of new 

was shown in the 

1958. a truck to the 

ren and young from their to the church. The truck 

to 

~rork was the com-

of the 

.. The two years without a res-

pastor. In both 

a.nd were built. The taught in the one room 

work needs of the 

this time w"as at 

over the mountains from 

Cit.; p. 



The 

The 

Rev. Roscoe 

a 

ness of the 

.. 

The 

was in 19)0.. A onage was in 

In 1955 a new was 

and growth the 
2 

with 
'::\ charter members.~" :rhe 

at this center 1~-as due to 

to on 11 Let be 

center 1,ras in 

center 1tras south 

for 

time station Beech 

County. 

ips church in the y years of 

due to the .funds; 

1 

a 

• In 

the 

ty .. 1957, 

Fork voted to serv-

1956; p .. 

August, 1956; p .. 20l 

• 1A/eibel; "The t'Ji tness to 
1-fa.rch, 1955; p.B5 

5our K~ntuckz Highland ¥.ission; 2£·~·; p 



purchase new song books. This action was the result 

a reYival and the wa.s very 

mond Bjork, music teacher in the Beverly school, 1-ms appoin.ted to 

serve this f:ield.
1 

These points of contact have been made th:r ough much 

ernest sacrifice on the part of It 1vas l,fl th prayerful determi-

nation that the work 1t1as carried on even in the most trying .. 

. Tustice Granner the of many of the the 

following statement: 

vlith the high mountains and the narrow of the R.ed 
were no wide horizons, no to look but up, so we learn 

to pass on to others the privilege and power of 

With the merging of the Evangelical church and the 

ern Church in 1946, the 's Missionary Society 

1tJomen 1 s Society of 1rJorld the 

• The to have a i·l.S.,Ttl.S. in each of the 

• new 

and one at Beech Fork 

1955, the 

onal 

n~t 

---··------·-
Go on the 

p. 

vii tness to the Grand 

• 

were one at Fork 

Branch the ir{ • .S. ~~. S • 14aS or-

of the Kentucky 

of the ~r~r.S.\i.S., was 

!! 

' 
p .. 86 

October, 

• Drc 

and 

; p.278 



conducted the organizational There were four 

the Bi.:r.d ~1ission area r'l'hich previously were 

South Branch. Mrs. Sinks was elected Pres-

ident.1 the first t·.vo years, the branch a net 

fifty-three making a total !!'e:mbership of 

Throngh the auxiluries o:f the churches and the of the 

men ,,ro :m.en were to Ghrist. tlfter 

to had the to servP in EJ.ny 

• One of these ways was demonstrated the 

1955 Rev. and Mrs. took their vacation. 1i.lhen 

thPY hired a man -vrho been out of vrork a year. He was to 

He one daughter Red Bird School, 

at home and a wife the the 

" 
T:JllPn the 's returned th him for 

.. He the then 

had time to 
of this and 

'1'' • ... m.s act rP.!!!l sacri.fice, :i.t how much Red Bird 

on and God meant to hLlfl, and c 

---~"-----~-

, 11 The 

August, ; p. 2ltl 



EDUCATION .tiL 

The educational the be-

of the the 

schools were operating the j oi.nt supervis i.on of 

the for the public 

were not but ex-

The each year. 

p1ications to be ai;~ay., The 

Greasy Fork, and Beech Fork were 

never seem before., of 

vacancies 

was the church to pay 

tribute to 'iJhO at the end of 

years of the Red Bird ShE~ came to 

introduced of 

rudiments of she them to 

the stories of the .. 
was one of the 11 on the she 

ways nevr and ideas 

Red Bird 

time of l~ss Speicher's 

ary the thoughts of everyone as he read these 

Bird Hission, Yesterday, Hoday and Tomorrow, Brochure 
Beverly, Kentucky; 1955, p.6 



upon the occasion of the service honoring her just she 

left the ~li?sion. 

Teacher, of our children's 1:i.ves, as as 
ister of the Gospel been to hi.s you have 
called to yours. 11Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, 
and ordained you, that you should go 
(John 15:18) These boys , these 

II .... 
father's and mother's, are 

call you blessed. 

yet God 

on a s of dedication. 

years the to ."'rOcv and • 

By the 

was 

the young 

and the 

Red the state* 'rhere lvere 

and arts 

were 

as the 

dents shared to the es of 

and room. for their es was 

' 
Sch and 

In 195h, the was to 

• Jorm to 11iss 
December, ; p.3h7 

Home and 



• Robert M. Hutchins, Pres:i.dent of Berea 

.. Hutchins wanted th:ts donation to the 

he to it to Rev. Bischoff 1.ffio could 

priate use. After many hours of serious 

to in terms of a book:mobi ,. Through a bookmobile 

would have access to 

the more 

God seemed to his seal of approval on 

to a 19.54 

a .. 

Esther 

and homes in 

new venture., 

was 

.. 

so 

were 

teacher 

and of the of the 

a 

her 

of 

11 She had 

• The 

Dur 

of the 

benefitc 

0 

and 

on 
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