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PART I

THE CHURCH
AND ITS DOCTRINAL STANDARDS

CHAPTER I
HISTORICAL STATEMENT

1. THE EARLY MOVEMENT. The Friends church arose from a
movement of Christian renewal which took place in England during the
seventeenth century. George Fox was the major leader in this movement.
As a sensitive youth he was repulsed by cold formalism and power politics
in the church, and by empty pleasure seeking outside the church. He
studied his Bible and longed for authentic faith. He got nowhere until he
lpoked beyond human advisers to Jesus Christ, who “spoke to his condi-
tion.”
Immediately after his clear consciousness of saving grace, he began to
ower of Christ to free men from both the guilt and power
of sin. Thousands of seekers, disillusioned by dry and formal religion
during the struggle for religious dominance in England, responded to the
evangelical message of Fox and other young men and women whom the
Lord raised up. They proclaimed Christ as present now, by the Spirit, not

by biblical record alone or in ritual observance.

Wrote George Fox:
Now I was sent to turn people from darkness to the light that they

might receive Christ Jesus, for to as many as should receive him in
his light, I saw that he would give power to become the sons of God,
which I had obtained by receiving Christ. And I was to direct people
to the Spirit that gave forth the Scriptures, by which they might be
led into all Truth . . . I was to turn them to the grace of God, and
to the Truth in the heart, which came by Jesus, that by this grace
they might be taught, which would bring them into salvation . .
(Journal, ed. John Nickalls, Cambridge, 1952, p. 34)

He wrote further:
I turned the people to the d

proclaim the p

ivine light, which Christ, the heavenly
and spiritual man, enlighteneth them withal; that with that light they
might see their sins, and that they were in death and darkness, and
without God in the world; and with the same light they might also
see Christ, from whom it comes, their Savior and Redeemer, who
shed his blood and died for them, who is the way to God, the truth
and life.” (Journal, ed. John Nickalls, Cambridge, 1952, pp. 225-226)

The Quaker Awakening of the church stands among the great reyivals
of Christianity. It challenged all efforts to establish “official” state religion;
it refused to treat sin as merely environmental. Instead, it called men to
freedom of religion, confident in the power of the Holy Spirit to change
men’s hearts as they responded inwardly to the saving grace of the Lord

Jesus Christ.



They referred to themselves as “publishers of Truth,” or “children of
the Light,” or “the camp of the Lord.” They preferred to be called
“Friends,” in accordance with Jesus’ words, “Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you.” Because of their religious enthusiasm they

were dubbed “Quakers,” a nickname which came to be a symbol for
integrity.

Many thousands throughout the British Isles responded to the proc-
lamation by Quaker evangelists that man's salvation does not depend upon
the.interposing of human authority, or the administration of any rite,
ordinance, or ceremony. The early Quaker movement looked upon this
as the completion of Luther's reformation, for they taught how the Holy
SplriP enlightens every man to reveal his need of salvation and to bring
hlr_n Into this new life in Christ. They bore witness to Christ's promise to
brlng new life to man, to abide within, to nourish with the Bread of life.
Thgxr message was practical holiness, to be experienced by every faithful
be:lleve(. Thus they preached Christ as the One who baptizes His people
with His promised Holy Spirit, the One who is known in true communion,

in spiritual worship and the partaking of the body and blood of Jesus
Christ by active faith.

L y t, then, was of a people seeking apostolic Chris-
tianity and willing to pay the price for it. They were a people gathered to

. 2. THE DEVELOPING CHURCH. Friend
visible community of faith, the Church.
people of God the word “Church.”
houses for worship or for
the founding of the mov

s were strong for the
Indeed, they reserved for the
! Thus the church gathered in meeting-
business. About 1800, a century and a half after
ement, the term “Society of Friends” came into
ome traditional with some Quaker groups. Others,
Y Meeting, prefer the term “The Friends Church”
aker witness to the corporate, Christ-
The Friends’ emphasis
people, and its concogitant—USioclt]o
testimonies, Among these: religio
civil bondage: just treatment of
peoples; humane and remedja] tre
of the mentally ill; ang aid to w

Like early Chy

the real presence of Christ with His
ry over sin—resulted in strong ethical
us frgedom; opposition to slavery and
American Indians and other minority
atment of offenders; compassionate care
ar victims and those in physical distress.

mation rath
the rights of

countries; and

5 accepted in many
honored widely

ection to war are

forfeiture of

Imprisonment
by our Quaker forbears, and thr hreperty, and death were the costs borne

cause of thejr obedience to J ough th.em these gains were secured. Be-
with righteousness. esus Christ, our world has been leavened
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Friends have not always lived up to their heritage._ Preoccupied W{th
the personal fruits of salvation, Friends have sometimes neglected its
evangelistic proclamation.

3. FRIENDS IN THE WORLD TODAY. Early Friends had a vision
to evangelize the world. To the limit of‘ their concern and mobility, they
sought to be faithful missionaries at a tm}e‘\_vhen most other Protestants
were unawakened to missionary respon51bll'1ty. But such .eﬂfort‘s were
sporadic. Greater success attended the establishment of meetings in Eng-
land and the new colonies of America. Until the nineteenth century mis-
sionary movement, Quaker growth generally followeq Anglo-Amer.lcz;n
colonization. William Penn’s colony in thfe New World is the most widely
known example of colonial church extension.

Yearly meetings were set up in Philadelphia, New York, Nprth
Carolina, New England; then a century later, with the vyestward mlgra;
tions, new organizations became establlsl?ed.across America. _(See char
at end of this chapter, which shows organization of yearly meetings.)

In the westward migrations the ‘Colopizing tepdency has persnstet_l,
partly because of the Quaker di§tinct1ve§ in worship and cus_tor.ns, theg
strong desire for Christian educauon,.thelr strong sense of Christian f:or;l :
munity, and partly from the pioneering urges which impelled America
to be stewards of the new land. ) | . e e

akers lost control of the colony o ennsylvania '

occasﬁ,fr:egf (t)t:]; French and Indian War (1755), they tended. to mtensnfly a:
quietistic retreat from the world. Thqy were marked'by pI.am dress, si ene
worship, and rigorous church discipline. Out of this perfoc.i came Son;s
great souls, men such as John Woolman, but tf}e evangglnstlc thrust w X
blunted. During the nineteenth century, separations decimated A_menca
Quakers. The most severe, the Hick.sne separation, reflected a drift awa)j
from biblical authority. It set in motion the ultraliberal, sometimes }}umﬁzt
ist direction taken by some who call themselves ngkers. Later in t‘n
century other divisions took place. These reflected differences Soncem:ﬂg
the means by which Christ leads His Church. Some feared all c;eat:lr a};
activity”; others wanted to utilize methods such as Sunday schools

a God’s grace. o
mem";'h(:ef latter pgosition dominated. After t.he Civil War, touched b);'tge
revivals which swept America, Frienc?s qumdled the ﬁre; of e\"sngeslj e.
Revival meetings with penitents kneellpg in prayel: came mtlo wide uf tghé
and ministers were increasingly appointed _for t ;la pastoral care :i) e
converts. Rapid growth ensued. To coordm‘at'e the movement an o
culate a common basis of faith, several uniting conferences were[ e
around the last decade of that century. They were X;d‘ely r(c:aplr)eselr; Ia:aska;
Through their impetus missionaries were sent out to _rlca,f 1:u. a,d faska,
and elsewhere. A delegate body, the * Five Years Meetl?hg o ; gxenthi, —r
established by eleven American yearly meetmgls), stlren%. enef Fy'th oning
mon bond of faith subscribed to in the 1887 Declaration of Fai

i e. ‘
e R'll“(l::sm 3:iciycv(\)/2£e;:(t:tered by the modernist-fundamentalist rift wh;cnl:
shook American Protestantism. Tbe Quaker tTStlmolny tend?d to S‘?}%{i{:ew
into evangelism and humanitarianism. Severa yt?arlygzrge?tmis WIformed
from the Five Years Meeting (including Oregon, 12 2 ),IOt ers s
allegiances with fragmented Protestant groups—their loyalty to

greatly weakened.

-



On the world scene, the European and British Quakers tended to fol-
low the liberal drift. The Friends World Committee for Consultation seeks
to maintain consultative functions among Friends around the world, but
doctrinal differences prevent real unity. The younger churches in Latin
America and Africa, the fruit of missionary movements, suffer less from
the erosion of belief apparent in the mother church. They continue to
lead the Friends church in growth. At present fully one-fourth of the
200,000 Quakers in the world are Latin American or African as a result of
twentieth century evangelization, Quakerdom in the western United States
constitutes another growing edge.

In recent years certain movements for spiritual revival have begun o
bear fruit. Recent scholarship has focused attention upon the evangellcal
nature of our early movement. The Association of Evangelical Friends,
meeting triennially since 1947, with roots back in the 1920’s, has ser_ved
to encourage Christ-centered faith among Friends. The Friends Unlﬁed
Meeting (formerly the Five Years Meeting) has begun a more aggressive

church extension program. The Quaker Theological Discussion Group
provides a forum for deb

ate which seeks to help Friends to find clarity in
doctrine.

Several of the independent,
ways to conserve their strength a
money and leadership. The Evan
helps to reduce the regionalism

evangelical yearly meetings have found

nd exercise a better stewardship of their

gelical Friends Alliance, formed in 1965,

which limited the work of the yearly

meetings and has given a voice to evangelical concerns. These yearly

meetings include Ohio, Kansas, Rocky Mountain, and Oregon, with ap-
proximately 25,000 members,

Oregon Yearly Meetin

has set itself to work

doctrine and unified in

4. FRIENDS IN
ments in the Newberg
Yearly Meeting of Fri
practice, it was set up
which many of its first

g is committed to

toward a worldwide Fri
action.

THE NORTHWEST.
and Salem, Oregon, ar

an evangelical ministry. It
ends church, evangelical in

In 1893 the Quaker settle-
€a were constituted Oregon
ends Church. In accordance with historic Friends
under the direction of Iowa Yearly Meeting, from

members had come. Shortly after its founding, the

frontiers were extended into the ington that
states of Idah Was » SO
the Yearly Meeti incl ‘ aho and Washingt

Ore Y > es through the Northwest.

Friends I Americy and ey 1S e bond of unjon with_other
: a an :

major concern of e world. Evangelism and outreach have been 2

the Yearly Meetj b ities in 2
developing region, and b 'Ng because of the opportunities i

) ecause icti a
the gospel. (See growth chart. ) of deep conviction of the need to spre

Friendsnilnsml(;r;a(;y er}l]t:rs/risi in Bolivia, South America, opened to Oregon
t. Ork is i IS,

and has become digenous botte 1 Bouvyvnh several thousand membe
continue to serve the Aymara Friends thr

The i i .

establishem::::tere;t F:n ‘educatlon of Oregon Friends is evidenced by the
© Pa‘éci;iﬁCCAcademy at Newberg, Oregon, in 1885, which

¢ College in 1897 The church college was rename
*af Academy has been maintained

military service. The church operates Friendsview Manor, a retirement
home, in Newberg, Oregon. o o

Friends Youth is an active organization. Beginning as early as 1918£
series of youth and family conferences and camps has bee:n held, wi
signal blessing of the Lord. Thousands of youth nave been in attendance
and have received spiritual stabilization at the various camps.

OREGON YEARLY MEETING TEN-YEAR RECORD
'59 '60 '61 '62 '63 '64 '65 '66 '67 '68  '69
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CHAPTER II
DOCTRINES AND TESTIMONIES

A—DOCTRINES

The doctrines of the apostolic days are held by Friends as essentials
of Christianity. The Fatherhood of God; the deity and humanity of the
Son; the gift of the Holy Spirit; the atonement through Jesus Christ by
which men are reconciled to God; the resurrection of our Lord, which
gives us assurance of the resurrection of all true believers; the high priest-
hood of Christ, by whom we have access to the Father in the forgiveness
of our sins; the individual priesthood of believers—these are most precious

truths, to be held as vital, life-giving realities.

1. GOD'S REVELATION IN CHRIST. We profess unwavering al-
legiance to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We believe the Word of
God spoken in every heart was supremely manifest in Jesus Christ, true
God and perfect man. Through His life, His atoning death, and His resur-
rection we receive God’s forgiveness and are restored to holiness by His
grace, as we walk in Christ’s light.

2. THE CHURCH AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD. We believe the
church to be composed of persons who, through repentance and faith in
Jesus Christ, have been born into His kingdom and baptized by the Holy
Spirit into the one body. Scripturally, the term “church” refers to various
groupings of Christians as well as to the entire body of Christ. A denomi-
nation denotes Christians freely united by common biblical convictions, as-
sociated in worship, teaching, and public witness of the faith. The Friends

Church is so denominated.

3. THE PLACE AND AUTHORITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. We
believe God reveals His truth to men. There are no spiritual insights or
principles of truth apart from the revelation of God. By inspiration of His
Spirit, God reveals Himself to us in Scripture. God by His Spirit en-
lightens reason and instructs conscience. Man may, therefore, receive from
the Holy Spirit the wisdom and the power individually, and corporately
through the church, to hear and obey the Lord.

4. THE PLACE AND AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURES. We believe
the Holy Scriptures, inspired of God, are the divinely authorized record
of the doctrines which Christians are bound to accept, and of the moral
principles which are to regulate their lives and actions. Interpreted by the
Holy Spirit, they are an unfailing source of spiritual truth.

5. MAN'S SALVATION. We believe the Holy Spirit convicts man of
sin and convinces him of Christ as the only hope of salvation. By faith in
Christ, and His shed blood on Calvary, man knows himself forgiven of

11



God. Having been regenerated and reconciled to God, the believer by
faith receives Christ’s promised baptism with the Holy Spirit and so is
enabled to live in victory over sin now, and prepared for the resurrection
and eternal life in the world to come.

6. OUR LORD’S RETURN. We believe the risen Lord, now present
with His Church, will return in person to consummate His rule over men
and nations. We believe His triumph will end the usurpations of Satan,
and that, after the resurrection and final judgment of the wicked, the
universe will be restored to the glory for which it was created.

7. THE WORSHIP AND WORK OF THE CHURCH. We believe
all Christians receive certain gifts from the Spirit for use in and for the
church. Some may preach, others evangelize, teach, heal, administer,
counse!, !)ear burdens, or help in a variety of ways to fulfill the Great
Commission. The church seeks to encourage and rightly order the exer-
cise of these gifts for the sake of the kingdom. Gifts in the ministry
often warrant official recognition and financial support by the church.

Friends worship on the basis of o

not only for preaching but also for pru'r ot ang Dpde opportunity
testimony, exhortation, and the sharin
the gospel.

Friends observe the

first day of th
also encourage daily priv Y ¢ week fo

ate and family worship.

B—TESTIMONIES

IN WORD AND DEED.
f:lea_r commands, we refra
1ty in speech. It is our c
well served by Christians
seek to evidence Christian

and civic responsibilities wit
before God.

r worship and rest. They

1. INTE
GRITY In allegiance to Christ
in from swearing legal
onviction that openness
holding membership in
holiness by conducting
h honesty toward others

Secret societies. We
our family, business,
and as good stewards

vield th bodies are thtz

i €ld them as “jnstruments ©

w X

and discouragelct]l(qedness' Therefore we encourage whole-

as theotSe amusements which debase or foster

, éamb“t;mple of Qod. Among these we warn
8 and pictures lurid with crime and

flgainst are the
illicit sex.

-defiling drugs, including to-
€rsistent traffic in such prod-
young, the ignorant, and the

S Opposition to the p

reve itati
unwary. B Nt exploitation of the
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4. PEACE AND WAR. The teachings of Jesus, the whole spirit .of
His gospel, and the provisions of His grace call us to live at peace wx‘th
all men. We feel that war and violence are not consistent with the Chris-
tian holiness to which we are summoned in Christ. We encourage our
members to find alternative ways in which to achieve civil justice and to
work within civil society for the redress of wrongs.

5. THE CHRISTIAN AND THE STATE. All men stand account-
able to God, whom they have the right to worship and serve freely with-
out state control. We resist every effort of the State to usurp t‘he preroga-
tives of God. We recognize, nonetheless, that civil government is an instru-
ment of God to restrain evil and provide for the welfare of men. Out gf
Christian conviction, then, we respect and submit to the government within
its proper function. i

6. CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. Because we trust God as the rlghtegus
judge before whom men spend their lives in proba_tion, we oppose c'apltal
punishment. We feel it is an unchristian preempting of the authqnty.o.f
God over human life. As a leaven in society, Christians ought to lift C{wl
government to a closer approximation to God's laws for human affairs.

7. RACE RELATIONS. Although we recognize that social injustice
arises in whatever situations men can gain selfish adv'an'tage qf others, we
believe the church ought firmly to bear public Christian witness to the
justice due all mankind under God. We repudiate all efforts to discriminate
among men on the basis of race, nationality, or caste. We seek to witness
the dignity and worth of all men before God. We seek to bind up the
hurts of those who suffer injuries. In the fellowship of the church we
strive to break down the artificial barriers created by the prejudice of sinful
man.

C—STATEMENTS OF FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES
AND TESTIMONIES

For explicit and more extended statements of belief, the followin'g
historic documents are included herewith: an extract from Geo;ge_Foxs
Letter to the Governor of Barbados, 1671; thg DCCI?ratIOH of Fal.[h issued
by the Richmond (Indiana) Conference of F_nends in 1887; certain funda-
mental truths and testimonies adopted from time to time by Oregon Yegr]y
Meeting of Friends Church; and the Statement of Faith of the Evangelical
Friends Alliance.

EXTRACT FROM GEORGE FOX’S LETTER
TO THE GOVERNOR OF BARBADOS, 1671d "
d believe in the only wise, omnipotent, and everlasting
God,\tlhee %V;’gmil; of all things both in heaven and earth, and the Preserver
of all that He hath made; who is God over all, bles§ef:l forever; to whon;
be all honor, glory, dominion, praise, and thanksgiving, both now an
for e;/\e;gl (5': own and believe in Jesus Christ, His beloveq and onlg'-
begotten Son, in whom He is well pleased; who was concelveg by the
Holy Ghost, and born of the Virgin Mary; in whom we have re en_mpnon
through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins; who is the express 1magﬁ
of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature, py whom were a
things created that are in heaven anq in egr.th, visible anfi mvmlble,
whether they be thrones, dominions, prmcgpalmes, or powers; all thmgs
were created by Him. And we own and believe that He was.made a .SaCI‘l-
fice for sin, who knew no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth; that

13



He was crucified for us in the flesh, without the gates of Jerusalem; and
that He was buried, and rose again the third day by the power of His
Father, for our justification; and that He ascended up into heaven, and
now sitteth at the right hand of God. This Jesus, who was the foundation
of the holy prophets and apostles, is our foundation; and we believe that
there is no other foundation to be laid but that which is laid, even Christ
Jesus; Wl:lO tgsted death for every man, who shed His blood for all men, is
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of
thf: whole world: according as John the Baptist testified of Him when he
said, “Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world!”
(John.1:29) We believe that He alone is our Redeemer and Saviour, the
Captain of our salvation who saves us from sin, as well as from hell and
the wrath to come, and destroys the devil and his works; He is the Seed
of the woman that bruises the serpent’s head, to wit, Christ Jesus, the
Alpha anq Omega, the First and the Last. He is (as the Scriptures of truth
say of Him) our wisdom, righteousness, justification, and redemption;
neither is there salvation in any other, for there is no ,other name under

h; H: is our Prophet, whom Moses long
' ophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto
Z‘?: ‘Lf Y(;]Ufubfethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatso-

T he shall say unto you; and it shall come to pass, that every soul that

will not hear t -
(Acts 3:22,11;3)hat prophet shall be destroyed from among the people.

He is now come in Spirit «
We may know him that is true.”

since testified of, saying, “A pr

and hath given us an understanding, that
He rules in our hearts by His law of love
om the law of sin and death, We have no
quickening Spirit, the second Adam, ihe
ood Wl‘:‘ alre cleansed, and our consciences
» 10 serve the living G ; i
who o g God. He is our Mediator
ing; Ir{n ea]l(aisinpe?ﬁe zl)nd reconciliation between God offended and us offend-’
peace, the aﬁthoi aﬁtdh f?rfnisthg’ t;]e NEW covenant of light, life, grace, and
heavenly man, the Emmanuel. God w1 This Lord Jesus Christ, the

. . with us, w : P
whom the high-priest raged against, and said eHa;l I?E‘:jnsand believe in; He

whom the priests and elders of th poken blgsphemy;

God may be n righte
3:16.17); ey icCh throughly furnished yner CoUSHESs, that the man of

Christ Jesus.”
Newman)
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DECLARATION OF FAITH ISSUED BY THE
RICHMOND CONFERENCE IN 1887

(N.B. It should be understood that the quotations from Scripture are
made from the Authorized Version unless stated to be from the Revis€

Version.)

It is under a deep sense of what we owe to Him who has loved us fhﬂt
we feel called upon to offer a declaration of those fundamental doctnnl:!S
of Christian truth that have always been professed by our branch of the
Church of Christ.

OF GOD

We believe in one holy (Isaiah 6:3, 57:15)_, almighty (Genem: 176:121’
all-wise (Romans 11:33, 16:27), and everlasting (}’salm 90:1, 2) Oer’
the Father (Matthew 11:25-27), the Creator (ngesns 1:1) and Pres:larvb
(Job 7:20) of all things; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, ‘s);
whom all things were made (John 1:3),' z}nd by whpm all things %on;ler
(Colossians 1:17), and in one Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Fat ¥
and the Son (John 15:26, 16:7), the Reprover (John 16:8) of the wc’a’r6 s
the Witness for Christ (John 15:26), and the .Teacher (John 14:2 ;e,
Guide (John 16:13), and Sanctifier (2 Thessalonians 2:13) of the pezp
of God; and that these three are one in the eterna! Godhead (Ma.tt_ew
28:19, John 10:30, 17:21), to whom be honor, praise, and thanksgiving,

now and forever. Amen.
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

It is with reverence and thanksgiving thaF we profess our unwavering
allegiance to our Lord and Savior, Jesus C.hr'lst. No man hath seeI? t(}:;:rd
at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bpsom of thel.fa a;
He hath declared Him (John 1:18). In Him was llfe,‘and_the leﬁ ‘Zr
the light of men (John 1:4). He is the true Light which llghteth ;v }E
man that cometh into the world (John 1:9), through whom the 111g~1t7c)’
truth in all ages has proceeded from the Father of lights (Jame:} d re:
He is the eternal Word (John 1:1) who was with God ?nd was %:)los-
vealing Himself in infinite wisdom and lpve, both as man’s Cre_ator ( olos
sians 1:13-16) and Redeemer (Colossians 1:14); for by Hlp;l werd 2l
things created that are in heaven and that are on the earth, visi i)m\]fr ™
visible. Conceived of the Holy Ghost (Matthew 1:20), born oig the (}Oghn
Mary (Matthew 1:23-25, Luke 1:35), th@ word was made] es o
1:14), and dwelt amongst men. He came 1n the fullness (Gfa atl‘;antgon. A
of the appointed time, being verily foreordained ‘before. the 5ozu‘r; 3a115) X
the world (1 Peter 1:20) that He might fulfill (Isaiah 11:1-5, d. -tion he
cternal counsel of the righteousness A Jove B 201 e Godnead bodily
man (Isaiah 53). In Him dwelleth all o eoame

i -9). Though He was rich, yet, .for our sakes, He
lﬁggrl?s\/sel:?l?;gzir? )the formgof a servant (Philippians 2:7) thedbn"[%}:me;s- :)f
His glory, that, through Him, the kindness and love of God ( 1usts a.md
toward man might appear in a manner every way su1ted0?(;801.1r fwl;.mus e
finite capacities. He went about doing good (Acts 10: })1, 0 s
endured (Isaiah 53:4, Luke 12:50, él9z4é,g112i§}:1421£ui(;rr202»\'1;13 u4[11g)er6f bod);
weariness (John 4:6), pain, unutterable ang :43, ) of bocy

ing in all points tempted like as we are, yet without si
?;Iibﬁ;gui’: IbSe)l?g”l:lr:us hl?mbling Himself that we mlght be exaltefi, Hes:
emphatically recognized the duties and the sufferings of humanity a
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among the means whereby, through the obedience of faith, we are to be
dlsc1p!1ned for heaven, sanctifying them to us, by Himself performing and
epdurmg them, leaving us the one perfect example (1 Peter 2:21) of all
righteousness (Matthew 3:15) in self-sacrificing love.

.But not pnly in these blessed relations must the Lord Jesus be ever
precious to His people. In Him is revealed as true God and perfect man
hEphesnans 4:13), a Redgemer, at once able to suffer and almighty to save.

e becamq obedient gl?h:lippians 2:8) unto death, even the death of the
cf:ross},‘ anfl is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also
tioorntﬂc]ar(s)lnsholf_rthe whole worlq (1 John 2:2); in whom we have redemp-
to the ricuhges Esl_l;}ood (EpheSI.ans 1:’{), the forgiveness of sins according
ey ano is kgrace.. It is our joy to confess that the remission of
Saerificah @ y {)art}? e of is only in and by virtue of His most satisfactory
p. 141) He :,ZS %t e_r\gnse. (Barclay's Apology, Propos. v. and vi. par. 15,
according to th uried and rose again the third day (1 Corinthians 15:4)

8 to the Scriptures, becoming the first fruits (1 Corinthians 15:23)

f th ; .
Omanyer?nft:lzllitblséeep’ a?d having shown Himself alive after His passion, by
proofs (Acts 1:3), He ascended into heaven, and hath

sat i .

pres(i?]‘::vg élft ggdn%ht hand of the Majesty on high, now to appear in the

beheld His ascensioc:: e lebrews 1:3, 11:24). With the apostles who

“This same Jesu h’_we.rest In the assurance of the angelic messengers,
 wnch is taken Up from you into heaven, shall so come

in lik
V. 7|)e m\:’?tiertha: iep:;;r: ;ce,ir; him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11, and see
“Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jes 5 (Rovelpmgsire to unite in the words,

thus watchi A us” (Revelation 22:20). ilst
Savior. Héngisalt];lew(?rllgnijj We rejoice to believe that I-;e ;:nodu;](;zvi})\gyzlrl]d
(1 Timothy 1:5, Hebrew e]dlu.ltor of the new and everlasting covenant
between God offendeq Sd :15), who makes peace and reconciliation
Governor of Barbados)z-mh man offending (George Fox’s Epistle to the
changeable (Hebrews 4-’1‘: ¢ .great High Priest whose priesthood is un-
most that come unto Gc;d l; 7.2-4)' H':3 is able to save then{ to the utter-
: Hebrews 7-§5Hlm’ seeing He ever liveth to make interces-
and in earth (Matthew 2g. ) All power is given unto Him in heaven
Z‘og‘“eqlsness (Acts 17:31)';18&))} 311, ?im the world shall be judged in

mmitted all judgment unto the Son, t}?z:l:ez:lljumigruet:holzlcl)d n}:?:l,orb:]l:e hSaC;Ll
the resurrectj ii?:: fSor%l‘:-, oy I that are in the graves
of i frection of life, ang they that » they that have done good unto

Judgment (John 5:28, 29 RV) at have done evil untg the resurrection

belj o
on of God, and that Hle.ve. that divine honor and worship are

is n N i
ame t 'S In true faith to be prayed unto, and

ceptably offer pra
answer or blessip
In Sewell’s Histo

yers and praj y ; and that t ac-
g, but in zll)nglstisrotﬁ ?013’. nor receive from I-‘;vitr?ncz?ngrrlgcious
v, vol. 11, 379y, " 'S dear Son (Declaration of 1693,

Foundation, and are united in faith and love in that fellowship which is
with the Father and with the Son. Of this church the Lord Jesus Christ is
the alone Head (Ephesians 1:22). All its true members are made one in
Him. They have washed their robes and made them white in His precious
blood (Revelation 7:14), and He has made them priests unto God and
His Father (Revelation 1:6). He dwells in their hearts by faith, and gives
them of His peace. His will is their law, and in Him they enjoy the irue
liberty, a freedom from the bondage of sin.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

We believe that the Holy Spirit is, in the unity of the eternal God-
head, one with the Father and with the Son (Matthew 28:19, 2 Corin-
thians 13:14). He is the comforter “Whom,” saith Christ, “the Father
will send in my name” (John 14:26). He convinces the world of sinZ of
righteousness, and of judgment (John 16:8). He testifies ~f and glorifies
Jesus (John 16:14). It is the Holy Spirit who makes the evil manifest. He
quickens them that are dead in trespasses and sins, and opens the inward
eye to behold the Lamb of God ihat taketh away the sin of the world
(Ephesians 2:1). Coming in the name and with the authority of the
risen and ascended Savior, He is the precious pledge of the continued love
and care of our exalted King. He takes of the things of Christ and shows
them, as a realized possession, to the believing soul (John 16:14). Dwell-
ing in the hearts of believers (John 14:17), He opens their understandings
that they may understand the Scriptures, and becomes, to the humbled and
surrendered heart, the Guide, Comforter, Support, and Sanctifier.

We believe that the essential qualification for the Lord's seryice is
bestowed upon His children through the reception of and baptism wntl? the
Holy Ghost. This Holy Spirit is the seal of reconciliation to the believer
in Jesus (Ephesians 1:13, 14), the witness to his adoption into the family
of the redeemed (Romans 8:15, 16), the earnest and the foretaste of the
full communion and perfect joy which are reserved for them that endure
unto the end.

We own no principle of spiritual light, life, or holiness, inherent by
nature in the mind or heart of man. We believe in no Pr'inc1ple of spiritual
light, life, or holiness, but the influence of the Holy Spirit of God, bestow-
ed on mankind in various measures and degrees through Jesus Chr:s} our
Lord. It is the capacity to receive this blessed influence, which, in an
especial manner, gives man pre-eminence above the beasts that perish;
which distinguishes him, in every nation and in every clime, as an object of
the redeeming love of God; as a being not only intelligent but responsnbl.e;
for whom the message of salvation through our crucified Redeemer is,
under all possible circumstances, designed to be a joyful spund. The
Holy Spirit must ever be distinguished, both from the conscience which
He enlightens, and from the natural faculty of reason, which when un-
subjected to His Holy influence, is, in the things of God, very fool'lshness.
As the eye is to the body, so is the conscienge to our inner being, the
organ by which we see; and as both light and life are essential to the eye,
so conscience, as the inward eye, cannot see aright without the quickening
and illumination of the Spirit of God. One with the Father_and the Son,
the Holy Spirit can never disown or dishonor our once cru'c1ﬁed. and now
risen and glorified Redeemer. We disavow all pro‘fessed illumination or
spirituality that is divorced from faith in Jesus Christ of Nazareth, cruci-
fied for us without the gates of Jerusalem.
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THE HOLY SCRIPTURES

It has ever been, and still is, the belief of the Society of Friends that

the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament were given by inspira-
tion of God; that, therefore, there can be no appeal from them to any
other authority whatsoever; that they are able to make wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Jesus Christ. “These are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name” (John 30:31). The Scriptures are the
only divinely authorized record of the doctrines which we are bound, as
Christians, to accept, and of the moral principles which arc to regulatc our
actlops. Nq one can be required to believe, as an article of faith, any
doctrine which is not contained in them; and whatsoever any one says or
dogs, contrary to the Scriptures, though under profession of the immediate
guidance of the Holy Spirit, must be reckoned and accounted a mere
delusion. To the Christian, the Old Testament comes with the solemn and
repeated attestation of his Lord. It is to be read in the Ij lete-
ness of the New; thus will its meanij fled s ght and complets
will be taught to discern the uea'["ng P umveiled, and the humble disciple
and the manysided nity and_mutuql adaptation of the whole,
| ysidedness and harmony of its test i t
Inspirer of Scripture is ever its t | OBy to Christ. Tr}e i
in condescending love, not b u, ‘nte'rpreter_ He performs this office
) Y superseding our understandings, but by

renewing and enlightening th i i i i
is hushed; His doctrine isglearem Where Christ presides, idle speculation

: . ned in the doing of His will, and all knowl-
edge ripens into a deeper and richer experience of Hils ’t;lunth aand love.

o hi , to create man out of the
: s nostrils the breath of life, so that
i,vifr?énl]ed after the image and likeness of God,
Maker (Genesis 2:7, 1:26 aw, and of holding communion with his
' obey or to disobey, he fell
emptation of Satan (Gene-

d i of righteousness in which
sequence of his sin (Rom cath passed UPon him, as the inevitable con-
is i : - As the children of fallen Adam, all

. T .
hey partake of his nature, and are involved in

the consequ ;
. ences of his fg]
tio all. To ever
N, the words of the Redeemer arey member of every successive genera-

It while we hol

has been given i0

Throue : ut in gy ins, and imparts to US
rough faith i, H In the Unmerited ousness that we have
in im m X .
18 We stand reconcileq (o ére:l:nol]J_s blood, the gu!
0d. The offering up ©

Christ as the propitiation for the sins of the whole world is the appointe.d
manifestation both of the righteousness and of the love of God. In this
propitiation the pardon of sin involves no abrogation or relaxation of the
law of holiness. It is the vindication and establishment of that law (Ro-
mans 3:31), in virtue of the free and righteous submission of the Son_ of
God Himself to all its requirements. He, the unchangeably just, proclaims
Himself the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus (Romans 3:26). From
age to age, the sufferings and death of Christ have been a hidden mystery,
and a rock of offense to the unbelief and pride of man’s fallen nature; yet,
to the humble penitent whose heart is broken under the convicting power
of the Spirit, life is revealed in that death. As he looks upon Him who was
wounded for our transgressions (Isaiah 53:5), and upon whom the Lord
was pleased to lay the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6), his eye is more and
more opened to see, and his heart to understand, the exceeding sinfulness
of sin for which the Savior died; whilst, in the sense of pardoning grace,
he will joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now
received the atonement (Romans 5:11). _

We believe that in connection with Justification is Regeneration; that
they who come to this experience know that they are not their own (1
Corinthians 6:19), that being reconciled to God by the c.ieatl.u of His Son,
we are saved by His life (Romans 5:10): a new heart is given and new
desires; old things are passed away, and we become new creatures 2
Corinthians 5:17) through faith in Christ Jesus; our wills being surrender-
ed to His holy will, grace reigns through righteousness, unto eternal life,
by Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 5:21). o '

Sanctification is experienced in the acceptance of Christ in living faith
for justification, in so far as the pardoned sinner, through faith in Christ,
is ciothed with a measure of His righteousness and receives the Splr_lt of
promise; for, as saith the apostle, “Ye are washed, but ye are _sgnctlﬁed,
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Splr_lt_of ouirr
God™ (1 Corinthians 6:11). We rejoice to believe that the provisions o
God's grace are sufficient to deliver from the power, as well as from the
guilt, of sin, and to enable His believing children always to triumph in
Christ (2 Corinthians 2:14). How full of encouragement is the declara-
tion, “According to your faith be it unto y<_)u"‘ (Matthew 9:29)'. -Whosc_)-
ever submits himself wholly to God, believing and appropriating His
promises, and exercising faith in Christ Jesus, will have his heart contmpal-
ly cleansed from all sin by His precious plood, and through the rene\émg,
refining power of the Holy Spirit, be kept in conformity to the will of o‘ .
will love Him with all his heart, mind, soul, an.d.strength gnd be. able io
say, with the Apostle Paul, “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and death” (Romans 8:2). ThuS,
in its full experience, Sanctification is deliverance from the pollution,
nature, and love of sin. To this we are every one called, that we may
serve the Lord without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him, all
the days of our life (Luke 1:74,75). It was the prayer of the apostle for

the believers, “The very God of peace sanctify you wholly: and I pray God

your whole spirit and soul and body be‘preserved blameless lll’;]to tlhe
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who a s0
will do it” (1 Thessalonians 5:23,24). Yet the most holy Christian 1s
still liable to temptation, is exposed to the subtle assaults of Satan, and cag
only continue to follow holiness as he humbl.y watche_s uqto prayer, an
is kept in constant dependence upon hi.s Savior, walking in the light (1
John 1:7), in the loving obedience of faith.
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THE RESURRECTION AND FINAL JUDGMENT

We believe, according to the Scriptures, that there shall be a resur-
rection from the dead, both of the just and of the unjust (Acts 24:15),
and that God hath appointed a day in which He will judge the world in
righteousness, by Jesus Christ whom He hath ordained (Acts 17:31).
For, as saith the apostle, “We must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10).

We sincerely believe, not only a resurrection in Christ from the fallen
and sinful state here, but a rising and ascending into glory with Him here-
after; that when He at Jast appears we may appear with Him in glory.
But that all the wicked, who live in rebellion against the light of grace, and
die finally impenitent, shall come forth to the resurrection of condemna-
tion. And that the soul of every man and woman shall be reserved, in its
own distinct and proper being, and shall have its proper body as God is
Pleased to give it. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body
(1 Corjnthians 15:44); that being first which is natural, and afterward that
which Is spiritual. And though it is said, “this corruptible must put on in-
corruption, and this mortal must put on immortality” (1 Corinthians
15:53), the change shall be such as will accord with the declaration,
“Fle§h and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth cor-
ruption inherit incorruption” (1 Corinthians 15:50). We shall be raised
out of all corruption and corruptibility, out of all mortality, and shall be
the children of God, being the children of resurrection (Luke 20:36).
(See “also Dgglaration of 1693, Sewell’s History, vol, II, 383-384.)

O}Jr citizenship is in heaven” (RV), from whence also we look for
the Savior the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body that it
may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working

wh i : . .
3:293’6331/)?& 1s able even to subdue al| things unto Himgself (Philippians

" We believe that the punishment of the wicked and the blessedness of

e rlghpeous shall be everlasting; according to the declaration of our
compassionate Redeemer, to whom the judgment js committed, *“These
shall go away l to orer

into et i : . o
(RV, Matthew 25::68)1..%1 punishment, but the righteous into eternal life

body (1 Corinthians 12:)3, RV) baptized in the one Spiriy nt

Water, b iri ;

fish (1 Peter 3:31) ‘eI 1O the puting auny oy fith of the
2eel), t inward i

heart and 2 work  which, i

conscizzcesigngdthe soul upon Christ, brings forth t}ll)g atransformmg ths

perience of I, rl s God, by the Tesurrection of Jesus Cgs'wer of a goo

baoticm Is love and POWwer, as the risen d ac fist, In the ex-

aptism in outward water and ‘ascended Savior. No

i ; . Y an satisfy the deseping:
being buried with Christ by baptism unto deai;cr(lﬁg?: of the apos}le, .of
20 ans 6:4), It js with

. axperience the an-
the Spirit alone that any can thus be baptizeq. In this e"“l}-)lzn:ll::" baptize
nouncement of the forerunner of our Lord is fulﬁlled,. b, In this view
you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire” (Matthew 3:1 Aatthew 28:18-
we accept the commission of our blessed Lord as given 1n All authority
20: *And Jesus came to them and spake unto them Saymg’therefofes an
hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go yt;’e e of ihe
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into ‘hem to ODSErVe
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost; teaching th you always
all things whatsoever I commanded you, an_d lo, I am w a5 We believe,
even unto the end of the world” (RV). This commnssnon,covenam, or to
was not designed to set up a new ritual under the newentially spiritual,
connect the initiation into a membership, in its nature CS'f “vas not possi
with a mere ceremony of a typical <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>