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PART 1

THE CHURCH
AND ITS
DOCTRINAL STANDARDS

CHAPTER |

HISTORICAL STATEMENT

THE EARLY MOVEMENT

The Friends Church arose from a movement of Christian renewal that took
place in England during the seventeenth century. George Fox was the major
leader in this movement. As a sensitive youth he was repulsed by cold for-
malism and power politics in the church, and by empty pleasure seeking outside
the church. He studied his Bible and longed for authentic faith. He got
nowhere until he looked beyond human advisers to Jesus Christ, who “spoke to
his condition.” )

Immediately after his clear consciousness of saving grace, he began to pro-
claim the power of Christ to free men from both the gu1l’t and power of sin.
Thousands of seekers, disillusioned by dry and formal religion dgrmg the strug-
gle for religious dominance in England, responded to the eva'ngellcal message of
Fox and other young men and women whom the Lqrd. raised up. They pro-
claimed Christ as present now, by the Spirit, not by biblical record alone or in
ritual observance.

Wrote George Fox: . .
Now I was sent to turn people from darkness to the light that they might

receive Christ Jesus, for to as many as should receive him in his light, I
saw that he would give power to become the sons of God, which I hgfi
obtained by receiving Christ. And I was to di.rect peoplg to the Spirit
that gave forth the Scriptures, by which they might be led into all Truth
... 1 was to turn them to the grace of God, and to the Truth in the
heart, which came by Jesus, that by this grace they might be taught,
which would bring them into salvation . . . .” (Journal, ed. John

Nickalls, Cambridge, 1952, p. 34)

He wrote further:

I turned the people to the divine light, which Christ, the heavenly and

iri i ithal; i light they might
spiritual man, enlighteneth them withal; that with that '

sge their sins, and that they were in death and dal.'kness, and wnthc')ut
God in the world; and with the same light they might also see Christ,
from whom it comes, their Savior and Redeemer, who shed his blood

and died for them, who is the way to God, the truth and life.” (Journal,
ed. John Nickalls, Cambridge, 1952, pp. 225-226)
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THE CHURCH AND ITS DOCTRINAL STANDARDS

The Quaker Awakening of the church stands amon i
L, g the great revivals of
rCel;:ss;:la?;t{;e Itt challenged all efforts to establish “official” state religion; it
of religion. o oa ;gl as .merely environmental. Instead, it called men to freedom
they res , d nlident in the power of the Holy Spirit to change men’s hearts as
ponded inwardly to the saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Ligh;l: ’]:legrrftf;fel‘zd to themselves as “publishers of Truth,” or “children of the
accordance with }1:1 > ?f the Lo:d," They preferred to be called “Friends,” in
sus words, “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I com-

mand you,” : -
“Quakel;s ” an.B'le(cause of their religious enthusiasm they were dubbed
2 ickname that came to be a symbol for integrity.

l}e British Isles responded to the proclama-
hl; s Zal\:at.lon does not depend upon the inter-
ceremony. Th administration of any rite ordinance, or
Luther's refo, ': :Sglr): ?uaklfr movement looked upon this as the’: completion of
£ reveal his need of o3 l\?rtF €y taught how the Holy Spirit enlightens every man
bore witness s Christ's: ;gxrln aimd to bl:mg him into this new life in Christ. They
nourish with the Bresy se to bring new life to man, to abide within, to

. f i i
Perienced by every faith?ulll::lei;zvzrh el’i*lr:,esf;ge Was practical holiness, to be ex-
. § they preached Christ as the One who

baptizes Hisg : .
People with His promised Holy Spirit, the One who is known in

true communion, in spjri
l0n, In spiritua] w, i .
of Jesus Christ by active faith.orsmp and the partaking of the body and blood

The early move
e ment,
and willing to pay the priceﬂflgn" Was of a people seeking apostolic Christianity
tized with the Holy Spirit " & They were a people gathered to Christ, ba
fellowship, anq seeking tg \:' o communing with God in vital worship arﬁ;
shattered by civil ang relig ness the good news of actyal salvation in apworld

ious conflict.
THE DEVELOPI
X N
riends were G CHURCH

Strong for the v,

they reserved for isible community of faith, the Church. Indeed,

“Church.” Thus the church
- About 1800, a century
e w'tlr1n “Society of Friends”
A 1th some Quaker groups.
eet

unds that the carly Qlla]l(r::" prefer the term “The Friends

Wwitness to the cor i
r porate, Christ-
more forthnghtly evidenced,

Iy over sin—resulted ;:of Christ with His people, and

those in Physica] distress, € care of the mentally ill, and aid

y Christ .
ced Peace h lans, Fl’lends h
- They ca] .1ave oppos
than thoge of violencled rpon Christiang tcl)) uszdtl:‘;ar ond have faught and prac-

faithflllness €. They e N wea . e
t Mphas; . Pons of the
0 the command of Chlrzis? the single standard for tftll)tl}rll,tcr;tth:;

n - As
father than the lega] 10y a much greater me a result of these testimonies,
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Imprisonment, forfeiture of property, and death were the costs borne by
our Quaker forbears, and through them these gains were secured. Because of
their obedience to Jesus Christ, our world has been leavened with righteousness.

Friends have not always lived up to their heritage. Preoccupied with the
personal fruits of salvation, Friends have sometimes neglected its evangelistic

proclamation.

FRIENDS IN THE WORLD TODAY

Early Friends had a vision to evangelize the world. To the limit of their concern
and mobility, they sought to be faithful missionaries at a time when most other
Protestants were unawakened to missionary responsibility. But such efforts
were sporadic. Greater success attended the establishment of meetings in
England and the new colonies of America. Until the nineteenth century mis-
sionary movement, Quaker growth generally followed Anglo-American col-
onization. William Penn’s colony in the New World is the most widely known
example of colonial church extension.

Yearly meetings were set up in Philadelphia, New York, North Carolina,
New England; then a century later, with the westward migrations, new organi-
zations became established across America. (See chart at end of this chapter,
which shows organization of yearly meetings.)

In the westward migrations the colonizing tendency has persisted, partly
because of the Quaker distinctives in worship and customs, their strong desire
for Christian education, their strong sense of Christian community, and partly
from the pioneering urges that impelled Americans to be stewards of the new
land.

After Quakers lost control of the colony of Pennsylvania on tl}e pccasion
of the French and Indian War (1755), they tended to intensify a quietistic retreat
from the world. They were marked by plain dress, silent worship, and rigorous
church discipline. Out of this period came some great souls, men such as John
Woolman, but the evangelistic thrust was blunted. During the nmeteent.h cen-
tury, separations decimated American Quakers. The most severe, the Hicksite
separation, reflected a drift away from biblical authority. It set in motion the
ultraliberal, sometimes humanist, direction taken by some who call themselv_es
Quakers. Later in that century other divisions took place. These reflected dif-
ferences concerning the means by which Christ leads His Church. Some feared
all “creaturely activity”; others wanted to utilize methods such as Sunday
schools as means of God’s grace.

The latter position dominated. After the Civil War, toughed by .the
revivals that swept America, Friends rekindled the fireg of evangelism. l}eywal
meetings with penitents kneeling in prayer came into wide usage, and.mmlsters
were increasingly appointed for the pastoral care of the converts. Rapld gro».vth
ensued. To coordinate the movement and articulate a common basis of faith,
several uniting conferences were held around the last decgdg of tpat century.
They were widely representative. Through their impetus missionaries were sent
out to Africa, Cuba, Alaska, and elsewhere. A delegate pody, the “Five \fears
Meeting of Friends,” was established by eleven Amenc?n yearly meetings,
strengthened by the common bond of faith subscribed to in the 1887 Declara-
tion of Faith during the Richmond Conference.

This unity was shattered by the modernist-fundamentalist rift that shook
American Protestantism. The Quaker testimony te_nded to segment into

evangelism and humanitarianism. Several yearly meetings withdrew from the
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Five Years Meeting (now Friends United Meeting), including Oregon (now Nor-
thwest), in 1926; others formed allegiances with fragmented Protestant
groups—their loyalty to Friends greatly weakened.

:l‘he eyange]ical-liberal polarities have continued, with liberal theology
dommant. in Europe, Britain, and some parts of the Americas, but the past
decade witnessed a return toward a more balanced Christian orthodoxy. The
younger churches in Latin America, Africa, and Asia have suffered less erosion
of belief than those more continuously buffeted by the secular winds of Western
civilization. As of 1980 fully half of the 250,000 Quakers in the world are per-
sons of nqn-European ethnic origin.

t()Zeartal-n recent movements for spiritual renewal are bearing fruit in
?:521 rex:, "::l thg _qua]lty of spiritual life, and in doctrinal clarity. Scholarly
of o ec Qtnak;rlzng ]I:avg focused attention upon the Christo-centric character
Group, g 1o jou‘::a]enmg.k Smce. 1959 the Quaker Theological Discussion

I » Quaker Religious Thought, have provided a useful doc-

lical Friends, meeting triennially from

concerns. Northwest Yearly Meeting ‘;‘smag el'lligfx:lﬂ;i,e’:lghgd\::ictiﬁ:/lni:i-a:izgic::l

o ends Church—Eastern Region, compl'isi
the iri

grouping; “:)"f"‘“x:gig:nsplgtpal renewal have occurred within the different

Friends Uniteq Meeting, Frie r(iends o ocheir schools and _agencles-

All-FriFn ds Conferanerts N E s General Conference, and Conservative. The

the Faith and 1 1o Mot Ouis in 1970 served as a catalyst for renewal, and

Lovement, with j i
served to channe] this work of the Hléiyvg;li?}]ts booklets and conferences, has
it.

The Friends w .
i orld Committee for Consultation, begun in 1937, has

r?Su;oyreaflrly meetings, not only for the ex-
il con ns ostering dlal9gue and discussion.
neral world conferences, ang ence of Friends in the Americas, the
g mission and service ’h n ‘the topical conferences such as the series
ave increased understanding, reduced provin-

€ased ministry and outreach.

| . eetin i
In America ang he wo Meeting mainains of Friends Church in 1971.
of the Yearly Meeting |
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because of deep conviction of the need to spread the gospel. In 1980 the
membership was approximately 8,400.

A missionary enterprise in Bolivia, South America, opened to Northwest
Friends in 1930. The work is growing, with several thousand members, and has
become indigenous both in Bolivia and in Peru. Northwest Friends continue to
serve the Aymara Friends through missionary personnel.

The interest of Northwest Friends in education is evidenced by the
establishment of Pacific Academy at Newberg, Oregon, in 1885, which was
followed by Pacific College in 1891. The church college was renamed George
Fox College in 1949. Greenleaf Academy has been maintained by the
Greenleaf, Idaho, church since its opening in 1908. These schools have con-
tributed greatly to the Northwest and throughout the world.

In faithfulness to Friends testimonies, many young men have engaged in
work of relief and rehabilitation during war times as an alternative to military
service. A number of members serve regularly with agencies devoted to the
alleviation of economic and cultural disparity, both within and outside the
country. The church sponsors Friendsview Manor, a retirement home, in
Newberg, Oregon.

Friends Youth is an active organization. Beginning as early as 1918 a ser.ies
of youth and family conferences and camps has been held, with signal blessing
of the Lord. Thousands of youth have been in attendance and have received
spiritual stabilization at the various camps.

ESTABLISHMENT OF YEARLY MEETINGS
AND OTHER FRIENDS GROUPS

Approx.
Date Members
Name Affiliation  Est. 1980 Comments
; reuni 45
M* 1661 3,640 Separated l§45_. reunited 19
Iljg;vdlj:gland FGC/FU.. 1668 19,750 Quaker beginnings, 1652
Sublin) o vovnn.. 1669 1.750 .
IBr:}tail:og) Ublm.).' FGC/FUM 1672 3240  Sep. 1828; reunited 1968
Philadelphia . ......... FGC 1681 14,400  Sep. 1827; reunited 1955
New York ...... FGC/FUM 1695 6.150  Sep. 1828; reunited 1955
North Carolina ....... Fll{M 1698 14,180
i iends Church— ) e
Evégfg;;a:{:;;gﬁ .s ..... EFA 1813 8’2(8)87 gep- }g%g, formerly “Ohio
i 13 ep.
g::'gv:;).( .......... cons :gls 120 Legal status allowed 1845
WAY L. e N
glt?‘lan\? ley oo l;%bé }3%} 870  Sep. 1828; formerly “Indiana’
Canada oo\ FGC/FUM 1834 1,110 Sep. 1834, 1867; united 1955
WESLETn « v vavrvrnnns FUM 1846 10,040
IOWa ...eeeeennns FUM 1863 5,300 - ansas”
Mid-America ......... EFA 1872 8,100t  Formerly “kans
IHinois ......ooovenves FGC :g;g 928
Ttk e Cons 1877 770t  Sep. 1877 from Iowa FUM
ll\(d)gzcb """""""""" FUM 1887 200 Mission, 1871, FUM

= Fri i ting; EFA = Evangelical
*FGC = Friends General Conference; FUM = Friends United Meeting

Friends Alliance; Cons= Conservative
tIncludes some Costa Rif:q members
tIncludes 900 Nebraska joint members
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Date ;&pprox.
Name Affiliation Est. 7’9':9?’5 Com
Wilmington ........... FUM 1892 s
Igoll;thwest ............ EFA 1893 3288 F
alifornia ......., ’ ormerly “Oregon”
Australia ......... ") o 13(9)2-64 e -
Chma 1904 "o Lqm‘!onsetoffaSYM, 1964
North Carolina .. ... Cons 500?  Mission, 1887-1950, EFC—ER
Mid-India ... ....... . e 210 Sep. 1904, NC, FUM
Nebraska . 1907 420 Missi ’ ’
........... FUM 198 1,180 ssion, 1866, London
New Zeatand , iOO joint members with Mid-
Pemba .................. 1909_64 700 L ;l::inca
Japan ... 1916 140 Mission, 1897, Londun "
papan ... 1917/47 ission, 1897, London
Eyrmor _me"' Aus) ... 1925 izg Mission, 1884, Philadelphia
................. Earllel' Or ° 18
Cuba . from Indiana and
................ weSter
Near East FUM 1927 2 coern
Indie, Bl 1929 oo Mission, 1900, FUM
Netherlands ... . """ 1930 20 Mission, 1856, BrCT Em "
France (inc, Spaf:;) .......... 1931 140 E 1ssion, 1896, EFC—ER
Sweden (inc. Finlanci) """"" 1933 160 artier Org. 1677-1851
Lake Erie ... . . = R 1935 13 Barlier Org. 1785-1906
Yo FGC 1939 1 oog
Switaerland " FUM 1941 450 M
aSt A frice (1o oyttt 19 ission, 18
Pacific nca('nc Elgon) FUM 1922 % (1)38 T
Costa Rica 7" """+ e+ 1947 1700 Mission, 1902, FUM
Southern Africy |11 19477 e
urundi .. 7T 1948 ember Ohio, Iowa Cons
Rocky Moungain """ EFA  1955/89 1 ;88 Outreach, 1800, London
Mlgsouri Valley" "7 EFA 957 1 Mission, 1934, Mid-America
Bolivia . > TTtteeeees 1960/ ,iso Sep. from Nebraska
ggﬂ:ﬁ Centra """ FGC 1961/73 19 088 :\;‘fofmal conference
eastern |, , ey 1961 ission, 1930, N
Korere? .. FGC/FUM 350 , » Northwest
R se
. at:ll::alachia el '''' }969 gg ? monthly meeting, Seoul
o i A SN
eru .ttt .500 T
“e ~‘ ........... 1970 MISSlon’ 1897 i i
North Pagifie ~""***" "+ - 1970, 2,400 Mission » California
I , 1904
ntermountaly, - 1973 1,000 Missi , California
Northerq 2™ *+++enni . 360 sion, 1961, Northwest
Taiwan ROG) """ FGC 1o S0 Seq ofp y pacific
........ ¢to b i
..... 1977 3500 Y Pacific
Tot d Mission, 1953, EFC—
Information is pageq 254210 ER
OMmittee for Consu;lpon the Handpo,,

meeting records,

tation, | k of th .
977), Internation, Society of Friends (Friends World

tionq|
Work (FWCC, 1972), and yearly

CHAPTER 11

DOCTRINES AND TESTIMONIES

A—DOCTRINES

The doctrines of the apostolic days are held by Friends as essentials
of Christianity. The Fatherhood of God; the deity and humanity of the
Son; the gift of the Holy Spirit; the atonement through Jesus Christ by
which men are reconciled to God; the resurrection of our Lord, which
gives us assurance of the resurrection of all true believers; the high priest-
hood of Christ, by whom we have access to the Father in the forgiveness
of our sins; the individual priesthood of believers—these are most precious

truths, to be held as vital, life-giving realities.

1. GOD’S REVELATION IN CHRIST. We profess unwavering al-
legiance to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We believe the Word of
God spoken in every heart was supremely manifest in Jesus Christ, true
God and perfect man. Through His life, His atoning death, and His resur-
rection we receive God’s forgiveness and are restored to holiness by His

grace, as we walk in Christ’s light.

2. THE CHURCH AS THE PEO
church to be composed of persons who, through repentance and faith in
Jesus Christ, have been born into His kingdom and baptized by the Holy
Spirit into the one body. Scripturally, the term “church” refers to various
groupings of Christians as well as to the entire body of Christ. A denomi-
nation denotes Christians freely united by common biblical convictions, as-
sociated in worship, teaching, and public witness of the faith. The Friends

Church is so denominated.

3. THE PLACE AND AUTHORI
believe God reveals His truth to men.
principles of truth apart from the revelation of G
Spirit, God reveals Himself to us in Scripture.
lightens reason and instructs conscience. Man may,
the Holy Spirit the wisdom and the power individually,
through the church, to hear and obey the Lord.

4. THE PLACE AND AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURES. We believe

the Holy Scriptures, inspired of God, are the divinely authorized record
of the doctrines which Christians are bound to accept, and of the moral
principles which are to regulate their lives and actions. Interpreted by the
Holy Spirit, they are an unfailing source of spiritual truth.

11

PLE OF GOD. We believe the

TY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. We
There are no spiritual insights or
od. By inspiration of His
God by His Spirit en-
therefore, receive from
and corporately
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. 5. MAN’S SALVATION. We believe the Holy Spirit convi
sin 'fmd convinces him of Christ as the only hope o)il’ sflvation.vg;s gﬁg (i)nf
(éhl;;st, rzlmd. His shed blood on Calvary, man knows himself forgiven of
fa9th' aving been regenerated and reconciled to God, the believer by
Ith receives Christ’s promised baptism with the Holy Spirit and so is

enabled to live in victory o i
ve ir VEer sin now i
and eternal life in the world to come » and prepared for the resurrection

not o . n i . .
testirnr:}r):yfogxll:reachmg but also for p(;:irsem ee']t ings we provide opportunity
’ Ortatio . , silent and
pet. ™ and the sharing of concerns forvslf: lftll):ta;l)::rﬁnzzngf
Friends obserye the first da

also encourage daily Private ap Y of the week fo

d family Worship_r worship and rest. They

; Tistians hol
our family, p t0 eviden olding membership in
and as goog ;ilxrxﬁii hepevic reSPOr?:ibE}tmsnan holiness by conducting
2. S before Gog 1€ with honesty toward others

man famijly ; - Marriage is ordained of God
¥ In love apq discipline. It is no mere

o €verently within the church.
SOnS who haye }, roken by divorce except on

i cen divorced, however, but have
nt Christian lives should not

3.R
ESPECT kg m working in it.

templés of

. the Hol .
- Kn

;lghteousn"SS" ratheryt PIrt, we woyg ?Vlvmg that our bodies are the

PMe recreation apq an to Wickedness 3_’1%‘1 ;hem as “j

- Therefore we ep

. truments of
e disco ins
debasement of the bod‘;,r 2§et}:hose amuseme courage whole-
€ temp

" Gnts which debase or foster
od. Among these we warn

nor fro
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against are the social dance, gambling, and pictures lurid with crime and
illicit sex.

Members are warned against the use of and traffic in alcoholic
beverages and other habit-forming and body-defiling drugs, including to-
bacco. We urge vigorous opposition to the persistent traffic in such prod-
ucts, in order to prevent exploitation of the young, the ignorant, and the

unwary.

4. PEACE AND WAR. The teachings of Jesus, the whole spirit of
His gospel, and the provisions of His grace call us to live at peace with
all men. We feel that war and violence are not consistent with the Chris-
tian holiness to which we are summoned in Christ. We encourage our
members to find alternative ways in which to achieve civil justice and to
work within civil society for the redress of wrongs.

5. THE CHRISTIAN AND THE STATE. All men stand account-
able to God, whom they have the right to worship and serve freely with-
out state control. We resist every effort of the State to usurp the preroga-
tives of God. We recognize, nonetheless, that civil government is an instru-
ment of God to restrain evil and provide for the welfare of men. Out of
Christian conviction, then, we respect and submit to the government within

its proper function.

6. CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. Because we trust God as the righteous
judge before whom men spend their lives in proba}ion, we oppose c‘apltal
punishment. We feel it is an unchristian preempting of the authqnty.o.f
God over human life. As a leaven in society, Christians ought to lift c!wl
government to a closer approximation to God’s laws for human affairs.

7. RACE RELATIONS. Although we recognize that social injustice
arises in whatever situations men can gain selfish advantage qf others, we
believe the church ought firmly to bear public Christian witness to the
justice due all mankind under God. We repudiate all efforts to discriminate
among men on the basis of race, nationality, or caste. We seek. to w1tnehss
the dignity and worth of all men before God. We seek to bind u;}a1 the
hurts of those who suffer injuries. In the fellowship of the church ;v?
strive to break down the artificial barriers created by the prejudice of sinful

man.

- TS OF FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES
C—STATEMEN AND TESTIMONIES

ici ts of belief, the following

For explicit and more extended statemen i ,

historic docgments are included herevwg;l;: a;]n g&tr?:rtatfir‘;)nmoflig{tg; i:«‘s?l,é ;
, 1 ; the Dec

Letter to the Governor of Barbados L e D ey certain funda-

by the Richmond (Indiana) Conference . r
Irfertlt:l trllcx:thr;1 and Eestimonies adopted from time to time by Oregon Yearly

Meeting of Friends Church; and the Statement of Faith of the Evangelical
Friends Alliance.
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EXTRACT FROM GEORGE FOX’
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God | hee %v::atz:)x:dofbeillevg in the qnly wise, omnipotent, and everlasting
o al’l that T o O a dth.mgs bqth in heaven and earth, and the Preserver
be all honor. g m; e \yho is G'od over all, blessed forever; to whom
Pl evermore’. Y, dominion, praise, and thanksgiving, both now and

And i i

begotten SV(;':' (;r\;vnwsgd beheye in Jesus Christ, His beloved and only-
Holy Ghost, ,and bornmfHe 5 .We‘ll plcased; who was conceived by the
eveo tltnhe Vlrgm Mary; in whom we have redemption
, n ﬁe forgiveness of sins; who is the express image
things created o, rst-born of every creature, by whom were all
re in hgayen and in earth, visible and invisible,

m . oeal
lnions, principalities, or powers; all things

oour. Redeemer and Saviour, the

ilm Sin, as well as from hell and

€ serpent’s hand Pis works; He is the Seed

< Heafi, to wit, Christ Jesus, the

: jeu;iigas the Scriptures of truth

’ cation, and redemption;
mong - i

1ONg ‘men, where we or there is no other name under

. Ol our souls; Yy ; "y be saved. He alone is the

YOu of your brethyen 1g" ‘A prophet shals our Prophet, whom Moses long

€Ver he sha]] , lyke unto me; hjp, shallLorg o in o raise up unto

ou; . e 1 : -

ol some 0 s, ot vy sou

e ’ €ry sou
estroyed from among th):a people.”

:n Us an understanding, that
: e o hear;s by His law of love
. eav € qui ; SIn and death. o
ff}::)nkle d from g:édbz, (:vhose b]o%dlcyl‘(,zngg Spirit, the second“:d};z:l ° tll:e
.10 Makes peace a5q rercos, 10 serve the livigleansed, and our consciences
o Nciliation between é (Sc;i()dﬁ He is our Mediator,

> the ey Oliended and us offend-

vel our faictohvenan-t of light, life, grace, and
el, God wj us .w his Lord Jesus Christ, the
d S;id eHa" Own and believe in; He
e had spoken blasphemys;

€ rules j
n
from the law
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whom the priests and elders of the Jews took counsel together against, and
put to death; the same whom Judas betrayed for thirty pieces of silver,
which the priests gave him as a reward for his treason; who also gave
large money to the soldiers to broach a horrible lie, namely, “That his
disciples came and stole him away by night while they slept.” After He
was arisen from the dead, the history of the Acts of the Apostles sets
forth how the chief priests and elders persecuted the disciples of this Jesus,
for preaching Christ and His resurrection. This, we say, is that Lord
Jesus Christ, whom we own to be our life and salvation.

Concerning the Holy Scriptures, we believe that they were given forth
by the Holy Spirit of God, through the holy men of God, who (as the
Scripture itself declares, 2 Peter 1:21) “spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.” We believe they are to be read, believed, and fulfilled (He
that fulfills them is Christ); and they are “profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy
3:16-17); and “are able to make wise unto salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus.” (Autobiography of George Fox, edited by Henry Stanley

Newman)

DECLARATION OF FAITH ISSUED BY THE
RICHMOND CONFERENCE IN 1887
(N.B. It should be understood that the quotations from Scripture are
made from the Authorized Version unless stated to be from the Revised
Version.)

£ what we owe to Him who has loved us that
declaration of those fundamental doctrines
ways been professed by our branch of the

It is under a deep sense O
we feel called upon to offer a
of Christian truth that have al
Church of Christ.

OF GOD
i in one holy (Isaiah 6:3, 57:15), almighty (Genesis 17:1),
all-wi‘;‘;e (blilcl)(:x‘m/:r:: 11:33, )1’6(:27), and everlasting (}’salm 90:1,2) God,
the Father (Matthew 11:25-27), the Creator (GFneSIS 1:1) and Preserv};ar
(Job 7:20) of all things; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, by
whom all things were made (John 1:3), a_md by whom all things cl::onlilst
(Colossians 1:17), and in one Holy Spirit, proceeding from tl;]e at ](:jr
and the Son (John 15:26, 16:7), the Reprover (John 16:8) of t elrg%),
the Witness for Christ (John 15:26), and the ‘Teacher (John 14: 1’
Guide (John 16:13), and Sanctifier (2 Thessalonians 2:13) of thIiI pec;p e
of God: and that these three are oné in the eterna! Godhead (k atthew
28:19, iohn 10:30, 17:21), to whom be honor, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever. Amen.
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

ence and thanksgiving tha't we profess our unwavering
allegiance to our Lord and Savior, Jesus (?hr_lst. N% man hafththseeelr;ag:rd
at any time; the only begotten Son, who 1s In the l'(f)som ((j) he £ wa;
He hath declared Him (John 1:18). In Him was i e},]'alr: | the life was
the light of men (John 1:4). He s the true Light which lig

It is with rever
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man that cometh into the world (John 1:9), through whom the light of
truth in all ages has proceeded from the Father of lights (James 1:17).
He is the eternal Word (John 1:1) who was with God and was God, re-
vpaling Himself in infinite wisdom and love, both as man’s Creator (Colos-
sians 1:13-16) and Redeemer (Colossians 1:14); for by Him were all
tl}lpgs created }hat are in heaven and that are on the earth, visible and in-
visible. Conceived of the Holy Ghost (Matthew 1:20), born of the virgin
ll\l{allry (Matthew 1:23-25, Luke 1:35), the word was made flesh (John
f t‘l’;), and fiwelt amongst men. He came in the fullness (Galatians 4:4)

?h ; e z}gpomted time, being verily foreordained before the foundation of
eter:af;r (1 Peter 1:20) that He might fulfill (Isaiah 11:1-5, 52:13-15) the
o (Isc;ulr:sgl:;of the righteousness and love of God for the redemption of
(Colossia r?s 2.9))- I’?‘h Him dwelleth al! the fullness of the Godhead bodily
poor, veiling o the fo?rlrllgthe Wwas rich, yet, for our sakes, He became
His glory, that, through ot a servant (Philippians 2:7) the brightness of
, that, ugh Him, the kindness and love of God (Titus 3:4)

toward man might .
. appear in .
finite capacities. Hf pwen a manner every way suited to our wants and

; t about doin .
endured ) g good (Acts 10:38); for us He
Wearirr?ess(l(?::;: 236;1’ ;:il,l:e 12:50, 19:41, 22:44) sorrow, l)1ungoerr, thirst,
and of soul, » PAifl, unutterable anguish (Luke 22:43, 44) of body

being i :
(Hebrews 4:15)l?g’[]‘}r:u:“h£:::1;l]t.s temPted like as we are, yet without sin
emphatically recognized the dlll;tgie:hmself that we might be exalted, He

among the meang
dls(cl:lplined for heay
enduring them, leavin

righteousnesg (Matthegw gs: ltge one perfect sxample (1 Peter 2:21) of all

Ephesians 4:13 is revealed as t
. s rue G man
> 2 I?;ilfi(lair;;;a :t gflce able to suffer a?lg :lr:;li;lft;fiit save.
s 2:8) unto death, even the death of the

1S the propitiat:
for t . p Pltlatlon fOr .
or the sin hole worlq ((1)u§ *I0S, and not for ours only, but als®

od (Ephesiang 1(.)17m 2:2); in ‘whom we have redemp-
grace. It js oy *1), the forgiveness of sins according
Y partake of js opjy ' 10y to confess that the remission Of
rela 1nd :gll Virt“; of His most satisfact01‘5Y

and rog . 08y, Propos. v. and vi. par. 19,
es, beccfn?iiam the third day (1 Corinthiang 15:4)
®€p, and having shq 5 the.ﬁrSt fruits (1 Corinthians 15:23)
© Proofs (Acts 1.3 Wn Himself alive after His passion, bY
1 .© ascended into heaven, and hath
for us (Hebrey, la.Jgsty on high, now to appear in the
t in the :;ss’u11:24)_ With the apostles who
aken yp fy, rance of the angelic messengers:
Ye have seep, him OM You into heaven, shall so come
8 Into heaven” (Acts 1:11, and se@

Apostle Jop

. n,

thus watch; a?,hcgvme: Lord Jes‘rsls (WR(::']dl desire to unite in the words,
i \ ait, Lo elat; . h

(;’«VITO.r. He is he onéni’l We rejoice to be?;lon 22:20). And now, whilst
Imothy .5 ediator of eve that He is our King an

), whoe new and everlasting covenant

‘9, Hebrewg
11:15
makes peace and reconciliation

V. 7. With the
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between God offended and man offending (George Fox’s Epistle to the
Governor of Barbados); the great High Priest whose priesthood is un-
changeable (Hebrews 4:14, 7:24). He is able to save them to the utter-
most that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make interces-
sion for them (Hebrews 7:25). All power is given unto Him in heaven
and in earth (Matthew 28:18). By Him the world shall be judged in
righteousness (Acts 17:31); for the Father judgeth no man, but hath
committed all judgment unto the Son, that all men should honor the Son
even as they honor the Father (John 5:22,23). All that are in the graves
shall hear His voice, and shall come forth, they that have done good unto
the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto the resurrection
of judgment (John 5:28, 29 RV).

We reverently confess and believe that divine honor and worship are
due to the Son of God, and that He is in true faith to be prayed unto, and
His name to be called upon, as the Primitive Christians did, because of
the glorious oneness of the Father and the Son; _and that we cannot ac-
ceptably offer prayers and praises to God, nor receive from Him a gracious
answer or blessing, but in and through His dear Son (Declaration of 1693,

in Sewell’s History, vol. 1I, 379).

We would, with humble thanksgiving, bear an especial testimony o
our Lord’s perpetual dominion and power in His c}murch. Throug_h Him
the redeemed in all generations have derived their light, their forgiveness,
and their joy. All are members of this church, by whatsoever name they
may be called among men, who have been baptized by the‘one Spirit into
the one body; who are builded as living stones upon Christ, Fhe Et.erne.ll
Foundation, and are united in faith and love in that fellowship whns:h is
with the Father and with the Son. Of this church the Lord Jesus Christ is
the alone Head (Ephesians 1:22). All its true member§ are mgde one in
Him. They have washed their robes and made them W_hlte in His é)rzcmu;
blood (Revelation 7:14), and He has rqade tpem priests unto (:j an
His Father (Revelation 1:6). He dwells in the}r hegrts by falth, anlr1 g:ve:
them of His peace. His will is their law, and in Him they enjoy the iru

liberty, a freedom from the bondage of sin.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

We believe that the Holy Spirit is, in the umtyhOf tgg -Tgen}zalcggﬁ-
head, one with the Father and with ttle Son ”(M?t;l e(‘_)Nhrist. “t’he Father
thians 13:14). He is the comforter “Whom, _salt o w<;rld of sin. Of
will send in my name” (John 14:26). He convmcest'ﬁes O and gloriﬁes
righteousness, and of judgment (John 16:8). " testrll evil manifest. He
Jesus (John f6:14). It is the Holy Spirit who makes g opens the inward
quickens them that are dead in trespasses and sins, and op

t th away the sin of the world
eye to behold the Lamb of God that t:k:nd awitl}; the S ey of the

(Ephesians 2:1). Coming in the name ledge of the continued love
. ‘or. He is the precious plecg N

risen and ascended ?a‘;ilolg’in He takes of the things of Christ and shovlvls
and care of our exalte 8. | (John 16:14). Dwell-

them, as a realized pos§ession(,Jtohltlhab.eil;e)vugesg;ens ohin 16:14). ndings
ing in the hearts of believers (JO :17),

d and
that they may understand the Scriptures, and becc:m:.rsl,dtgat:ft g::lble a
surrendered heart, the Guide, Comforter, Support,
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We believe that the essential qualification for th ’ ice i

that | e Lord’s service is

l;{es;owct;d upon Hns chlldren.thrc?ugh the reception of and baptism with the
inon holsit.th.ns Holy Spirit is the seal of reconciliation to the believer
esus (Ephesians 1:13, 14), the witness to his adoption into the family

gﬁ“th; rl:r(ri:;l?:: a(;zomax;s 8:15, 16)., the earnest and the foretaste of the
unto the oen pertect joy which are reserved for them that endure

We own no principle of s

nature in the mind or heact of piritual light, life, or holiness, inherent by

light, 1i : ‘man. We believe in no princi iritual
e g, ot i s o e ol Sy of i, oo
Lord. It s the Capme measur}es and degrees through Jesushp;)rist our
, which, in an

pirit :: a‘:liht without the quickening

i can never dj ‘. with the F

Tisen and glorifieq Rede; rS;SOWn or {ilshOnOr our 0n0ea(t;1:§£i fzimc(ij thed igr;

: frriorr‘l'V 1? disavow iy professed illufninirtlion or
aith in Jesus Chyigt of Nazareth, cruci-

THE HO
It hag ever been, and stij]] isLY S

the Holy Scr;
: Tipt i
tion of God;put:;tes oge the OId and Ny, Test Society of Friends that
?l:her authority Wl;atsoersfo_re’ there cap pe né(l)ment Were given by inspira-
bepBh faith which jg 5 302t Y are able (o brct iTOm them to any
e}neve that Jegyg i In Jesyg Christ, “Theséo re'xe wise unto salvation
are written, that ye might

might haye life th S the Christ, the So

RIPTURES
» the belief of the

X ro n .

only divinely gyghoris % DS name (yop ;’g God; and that believing Ye
Tistians, to acee ¢d record of e d :31). The Scriptures are the

actions. No oy, PL and of e oCtrines which we are bound, as

- one ca ¥ moral pripci .
doctrine whicp, is ortl cbe Tequired tq ll))ell'n Ciples which are to regulate our
in

doe Dot co . ieve .
©% contrary tg g Scr?;au €d in them. .o 25 an article of faith, any
r

s a
8211da,nce y shu es, though l’lnéld Whatsoever any one says or
repl;::t(::lclf o the Christiaﬁmttﬁ st be reclt:, Profession of the immediate
X , n
ness of thattemt“’II of his r?i d Testamen; :g and accounted a mere
will be tazl\[lleW; thus will jgg . LIS t0 be renq imes With the solemn and
and the 8L to discery, th aning be Unvej| N the light and complete-
nspirey I(l)lfan}’mdedness a € unity mlltua? ) ;nd the humble disciple
. a .

in condegceng: PUTIE is eyey on Its testj aptation of the whole,

C t

ending | €, not Ls true Ip erpret mony to Christ. The great

superseding °r. He performs this officé
our understandings, but by
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renewing and enlightening them. Where Christ presides, idle speculation
is hushed; His doctrine is learned in the doing of His will, and all knowl-
edge ripens into a deeper and richer experience of His truth and love.

MAN'’S CREATION AND FALL

It pleased God, in His wisdom and goodness, to create man out of the
dust of the earth, and to breathe into his nostrils the breath of life, so that
man became a living soul; formed after the image and likeness of God,
capable of fulfilling the divine law, and of holding communion with his
Maker (Genesis 2:7, 1:26, 27). Being free to obey or to disobey, he fell
into transgression, through unbelief, under the temptation of Satar} (Gepe-
sis 3:1-7), and, thereby, lost that spiritual life of righteousness in which
he was created; and, so, death passed upon him, as the inevitable con-
sequence of his sin (Romans 5:12). As the children of fallen. Adam, gll
mankind bear his image. They partake of his nature, and are linvolved in
the consequences of his fall. To every member of every successive genera-
tion, the words of the Redeemer are alike applicable, “Ye must t?q born
again” (John 3:7). But while we hold these views of‘the lost condition qf
man in the fall, we rejoice to believe that sin is not_lmputed to any until
they transgress the divine law, after sufficient capacity has been given to
understand it; and that infants, though inheriting this fa!len nagure,_ are
saved in the infinite mercy of God through the redemption which is in

Christ Jesus.

JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION

“God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, t‘ha’t’
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life
(John 3:16). We believe that justification is of God's free grace, through
which, upon repentance and faith, He pardons our sins, and imparts to us
a new life. It is received, not for any works of righteousness that we have
done (Titus 3:5), but in the unmerited mercy of (_}od in Chrnslt1 Jesu.?i
Through faith in Him, and the shedding pf His precious blood,.t e gu1f
of sin is taken away, and we stand reconciled to God. Th}a offering qptod
Christ as the propitiation for the sins of the whole world is the dappIomt ;.S
manifestation both of the righteousness and of the love of God. nf ! hle
propitiation the pardon of sin involves no abrog?tlon or re]a}:l(aml)n O(Ro-
law of holiness. It is the vindicationdargdhi:stabh:lt]l?ne;;ts izfl to fatth:“é (Ro-
Mans 3: in virtue of the free and righteous ' _
Gogslgiri:ezl’f ltrcl> all its requirements. He, the unchangeably ]1:1*s.téép)rocll:a:.léx:rsl
Himself the justifier of him (tjhgt I:c:llie\f/egll1 ;gtJliZl\lrz g l::r?:nlfid&en r;lystery,
a sufferings and death o S ’ .
aﬁfi t:r::)%j(’ :)};eoﬂ“ense t(g) the unbelief and pride of man’s fallen r;g;ure,o z;t;
to the humble penitent whose heart is broken under the conI\-rIlic rri v%hI:) wer
of the Spirit, life is revealed in that death. As he looks upo‘r;V Him who was
wounded for our transgressions (Isaiah 53:5), anfi6 upgp o D and
was pleased to lay the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6), his e)(ri © is more and
more opened to see, and his heart to undf:rstand, the e);cee :jr:)gnin hnes
of sin for which the Savior died; whilst, 1n the senbse oh g:lr doniy fveg nov»;
he will joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by W

received the atonement (Romans 5: 11).
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We believe that in connection with Justification is Regeneration; that
they who come to this experience know that they are not their own (1
Corinthians 6:19), that being reconciled to God by the death of His Son,
we are saved by His life (Romans 5:10); a new heart is given and new
desnhres;.old things are passed away, and we become new creatures (2
Corinthians 5:17) through faith in Christ Jesus; our wills being surrender-

ed to His holy will, grace reigns through righteo i
by Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 5:21g). ¢ ueness, untocternal 1ife

_Sagctiﬁcation is experienced in the acceptance of Christ in living faith
f:rc ll:tsl-?efjicatl'?}r:’ in so far as the‘ pa'rdoned sinner, through faith in éhrist,
promise: f::_l a measure of His righteousness and receives the Spirit of
but ye a,re 'u,st?{si za[th the apostle, “Ye are washed, but ye are sanctified,
God” (1 Corinthiar ¢ 1ame of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
God's grace are s ﬂg 6:11). We rejoice to believe that the provisions of
guilt, of sin andut clent to deliver from the power, as well as from the
Christ (2 Cé)ri thi ° e"’f‘ble His believing children always to triumph in

nthians 2:14). How full of encouragement is the declara-

tion, “ i 4
ev:l_’ s‘l‘:‘;rcnc:{gll;ﬁ n::el}tl'ourhfa‘th be it unto you” (Matthew 9:29). Whoso-
Wwholly to God, believing and appropriating His

» soul, and strength and be able t0
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus

e, i .
nature, and love of Sanctification is deli

S .
erve the Lord witho We are every one called, that we may

ut fear, j :
the days of our life (Luk :ri ‘1;14holmess and righteousness before Him, all
the belleVers’ “Th “14,75). It was th
€ very God of peace s e prayer of the apostle for

) it and soy| anctify you wholly; and I pray God
coming of our Lorq je. and body be. preserved blameless punto the
hessalonians 553 thful is he that calleth you, who also

; <% 24). Yet the most holy Christian iS

to ;
m
and thay Godtlﬁztge:d, both of the juSI;“;re;, that there shall be a resur-
. n . .
Foeousness, by Jequ (e 2 day in which e o, nUSt (Acts 24:15),
hr’isetl‘-S tsr?lth the apostle “wnSt Whom He haq, 0“3"' A worldll)
to that h at every ope r;lay re must all appear befor Apec {Acts 17:3 o.
© hath done, whege Ve the things done ;. the judgment seat.
bl ngy gy 5°%0 OF BAd® (2 Corpoans 5+10)
s n . '
Ut a rising );: r:s“rr39ti0n in Christ from the fallen
;lt last ap ears Wicendmg into glory with Him here-
» Who live in repeye 2Y @PPear with Him in glory:
11 against the light of grace, an

after; that
en
But that all the wickee
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die finally impenitent, shall come forth to the resurrection of condemna-
tion. And that the soul of every man and woman shall be reserved, in its
own distinct and proper being, and shall have its proper body as God is
pleased to give it. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body
(1 Corinthians 15:44); that being first which is natural, and afterward that
which is spiritual. And though it is said, “this corruptible must put on in-
corruption, and this mortal must put on immortality” (1 Corinthians
15:53), the change shall be such as will accord with the declaration,
“Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth cor-
ruption inherit incorruption” (1 Corinthians 15:50). We shall be raised
out of all corruption and corruptibility, out of all mortality, and shall be
the children of God, being the children of resurrection (Luke 20:36).
(See also Declaration of 1693, Sewell’s History, vol. 1I, 383-384.)

“Our citizenship is in heaven” {(RV), from whence also we look fqr
the Savior the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile body thag it
may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, accordi.ng to the .vsforl'ung
whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself (Philippians
3:20, 21).

We believe that the punishment of the wicked and the blessedness of
the righteous shall be everlasting; according to the declaration Sf our
compassionate Redeemer, to whom the judgment 1s committed, Thes,e,
shall go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life
(RV, Matthew 25:46).

BAPTISM
s our continued conviction that our Lord appointed
no outward rite or ceremony for observance in His church. We accept
every command of our Lord, in what we believe to be its gen;med!mpol:;
as absolutely conclusive. The question of ‘the use o.f onétwar tor l;li]:l;i.al
is with us a question, not as to the authority of Christ, but as to

meaning.
We reverently believe t

We would expres

hat, as there is one Lord and one f'flith, so there
is, under the Christian dispensation, but one baptism (Ephesians 4:.}:]4, cfn)é
even that whereby all believers are bap}izgd in the one Spl:jltblnt‘t:’ismewi[h
body (1 Corinthians 12:13, RV). This is not an outwafrth af[i’lth ) with
water, but a spiritual experience; not the puttmg.awag °t n:forming the
flesh (1 Peter 3:21), but that inward work which, hy ;:wer g g
heart and settling the soul upon Christ, brings forth the Cahrist of & 8o
conscience towards God, by the resurrection of Jesus hris ’Savior =
perience of His love and power, as the risen apd.asct:)ré e ap03tfe o
baptism in outward water can satisfy the descnﬁtcl)(r):ans e s ;vith
being buried with Christ by b

xperience the an-
the Spirit alone that 20yt i lﬁlle(si e“II-)Ie shall baptize
nouncement of the forerunner of our Lord is fu ,

i) 4 hi view
you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire (Matthew 3}:111)\&at1:[1;eiv1828:18-
We accept the commission B 07 ?ilessegeLgrrl?oafhii;elslaying, All authority

L came to them and spa re, and
lzlgih ll:::r:ril Jg?\srg:l unto me in hgavenbagﬂz?;lg e;::;l:r'l i(ri‘t% yt(la;eﬂ:xe;;? of the
isci Il the nations, Da . : bserve
glz?tll(;::rd;céploefs tgcfa gon and of the Holy Ghost; teicglrgg“:ﬂimy;?] ‘;lwisvaYS,
all things whatsoever I commanded you, ¢ l(c)),mmission as we believe,
even unto the end of the world” (RV). This ¢ »

aptism unto death ( :
thus be baptized. In thi
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was not designed to set up a new ritual under the new covenant, or to
connect the initiation into a membership, in its nature essentially spiritual,
with a mere ceremony of a typical character. Otherwise it was not possible
for the Apostle Paul, who was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostle
(2 Corinthians 11:5), to have disclaimed that which would, in that case,
have been of the essence of his commission when he wrote, “Christ sent
me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel” (1 Corinthians 1:17). When-
ever an external ceremony is commanded, the particulars, the mode, and
incidents of that ceremony become of its essence. There is an utter
absence. of these particulars in the text before us, which confirms our
seirfiltlas;on that the commiss'ion must be construed in connection with the
oII)E H}‘saa;:sz: ;‘g:;cgflg]ee l"cl;eunrcﬁotrd I};_romised should attend the witness
mightily accompanied their mini %ot the und Which, after Pentecost, $0

It ministry of the word and prayer, that those to

and livi an experience wherein they had
Son and the Holy Spiri’t. ving fellowship with, the Father and the

THE SUPPER OF THE L
. ORD
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fullness that Pe, and to whom, the ingd NS and death of our Lord as
the true supp:’.sr lnf Christ. 1t s ghig im:/V elling Spirit gives to drink of the
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i invited to the festival of the Savior’s peace, and, in a pmted
:::: 2?11?;%8 and love, unfettered by any outward rite or ceremo]:nal, to
partake together of the body that was broken and of the bloo_d that wa:
shed for them, without the gates of Jerusalem. In such a wgrshlp they art
enabled to understand the words of the apo§tle as expressive of a iwe;t
and most real experience: “The cup of blessing which we blests), 1sk1 ;1 t
the communion of the blood of Christ? _The bread whlgh we break, i i
not the communion of the body of Christ? For we being m;r,ly lalgo:’in-
bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread” (

thians 10:16, 17).

PUBLIC WORSHIP . .
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i i i or 1
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It is not for individual exaltation, but for m
) ual , utual profit, that the
g1f;s are bestowed (1 Corinthians 12:7); and every living Ehurch, abiding
under the government of Christ, is humbly and thankfully to receive and

exercise them in subjection to her Holy Head
the Spirit ar'ld lives to itself alone mu);t di:, - The church that quenches
We believe the preaching of the Gos
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soul, the utterance of the cry, “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke
18:13), and, at every stage of the believer’s course, prayer is essential to
his spiritual life. A life without prayer is a life practically without God.
The Christian’s life is a continual asking. The thirst that prompts the
petition produces, as it is satisfied, still deeper longings, which prepare
for yet more bounteous supplies, from Him who delights to bless. Prayer
is not confined to the closet. When uttered in response to the promptings
of the Holy Spirit, it becomes an important part of public worship, and,
whenever the Lord’s people meet together in His name, it is their privilege
to wait upon Him for the spirit of grace and supplications (Zechariah
12:10). A life of prayer cannot be other than a life of praise. As the
peace of Christ reigns in the church, her living members accept all that
they receive as from His pure bounty, and each day brings thc?m fresh
pledges of their Father’s love. Satisfied with the goodness of His housg,
whether as individuals, in families, or in congregations, they will be still
praising Him (Psalm 84:4), heart answering to heart, “Bless the Lord, O
my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name” (Psalm 103:1).

LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE IN ITS
RELATION TO CIVIL GOVERNMENT

That conscience should be free, and that in matters of religiqus
doctrine and worship man is accountable only to Gpd, are truths which
are plainly declared in the New Testament; and which are confirmed by
the whole scope of the Gospel, and by the example of our Lord an.d.HlS
disciples. To rule over the conscience, and to command the spiritual
allegiance of His creature man, is the high and sacred prerogative of QOd
alone. In religion every act ought to be free. A f'orced' worship is pl.amly
a contradiction in terms, under that dispensation in which the worship of
the Father must be in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).
ined that it is the duty of Christiarfls to optiy the
enact ivil government, except those which interfere with our
allegi::i;tstoo%g::lv. V%’e owe much to its blessings. Through it we enJO}t'
liberty and protection, in connection with law and order. .Clv_nl go(\j'ernmeg_
is a divine ordinance (Romans 13:1; 1 Peter 2:13-16), institute t((i)gr
mote the best welfare of man, hence magistrates are to be regar eh as
God’s ministers who should be a terror to evil doers and a praise tot gm
that do well. Therefore, it is with us a matter_of conscience to render
them respect and obedience in the exercise of their proper functions.

We have ever mainta

MARRIAGE '
graciously ordained by the Creator Himself,

. . il
human family. It is not a mere Civ
f e ithout a reference to the

Marriage is an institution
for the help and continuance O

r to be entered upon Will
o o Moing of ho ordained it. It is a solemn engagement

sanction and blessing of Him w . 1 assistance
> . d for the mutual assistanc
for the term of life (Matthew 19:5,6), designe elpmeets to each other in

ay be h 1
and comfort of both sex®% thé}lt‘oﬂ:(;lz,s I:ng it should imply concurrence in

things t oral and spiritual. .
SPirigtflalergf \:/ell as tepmporal concerns, and should be entered upon dis
ear of the Lord.

creetly, soberly, and in the f



26 THE CHURCH AND ITS DOCTRINAL STANDARDS
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church, and through the church to the world around us, in the name of
our crucified Redeemer. Life from Christ, life in Christ, must ever be the
basis of life for Christ. For this we have been created and redeemed, and
by this alone can the longings of our immortal souls be satisfied.

FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS

1. THE SCRIPTURES. The Holy Scriptures were given by inspira-
tion of God and are the divinely authorized record of the doctrines
which Christians are bound to accept, and of the moral principles which
are to regulate their lives and actions. In them, as interpreted an.d.un-
folded by the Holy Spirit, is an ever fresh and unfailing source of spiritual
truth for the proper guidance of life and practice.

2. THE SPIRITUALITY OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE. The sin-
ful condition of man, his proneness to yield to temptation, the world’s
absolute need of a Savior, and the cleansing from sin in the work of for-
giveness and sanctification through the blood of :Ie:sus are c!early set forth
in the gospel of salvation. The possession gf spiritual llf(? is thus assured
man through a personal faith in Jesus Christ as the $avnor who through
His love and sacrifice draws us to Him. The vital principle of the Christian
faith is the truth that man’s salvation and higher life are personal matters
between the individual soul and God. The teachings of Jesus Christ con-
cerning the spiritual nature of religion, the impossﬂphty .of promc;tmtg t;lhe;
spiritual life by the ceremonial application of matengl things, thg ai ba
faith in Jesus Christ Himself is all sufficient, a.nd His presence in the t ;-
liever’s heart—these virtually destroy every priestly system and POI‘:nF de
soul to the only satisfying source of spiritual life and power. Triencs
accord to every man the right of equality with every other.

iction for sin is

3. THE WORK OF THE HOLY SP}RIT. Conviction
awakened by the operation of the Holy Spirit, who causes the soul to feel
rit testifies of Christ as

its need of reconciliation with God. The Holy Spirit | : -
the only hope of salvation; as man yields to Him he is .broug:thl:stoan&:e
ness of life through the regenerating power of the S%rlt,Ha; Spirit wit-
realization of citizenship in the kingdom of G°d'. ¢ tl'}lle fx;mi]y of
nesses further to the fact of a saved man’s adoption ;,mo ed nature and
God and of a consequent sonship through Christ. Ahc dapg race, man is
life give evidence of this new relation. Thus esta}) lis fe tl;llerg conﬁrmation
able to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit, which gives Iur

of a renewed state in grace. he newly con-

4. THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY Sle'gh gti:nnexpzrience
verted child of God soon realizes that‘, although his <r)ul ed that has
is well begun, he is but a babe in Christ. He senses ﬁa (Sis a longing for a
not yet been met. As he seeks for further light he fin tantly besets him.
greater triumph over the sin in his nature that so.fcc.)ns a ndy empowering
At this point Friends call his attention to the.P“;‘ y:nges the earnest be-
baptism with the Holy Spirit with which Chrl}? alr)uli a complete separa-
liever. Through it the Spirit is poured out UPST " ?e clearly seen as anti-
tion takes place in his life, in that sin anq hol'm?ssta be experienced. John
podes which cannot coexist if complete victory ;s bo e o Matthew 3:11,
the Baptist, in his presentation of this essential bap of the chaff, on the
12), made clear the fact of the complete destruction
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one hand, and the perfect preservation of the wheat on the other. Tf}e
chaff represents sin; the wheat, the purified nature of man preserved in
holiness. The soutis thus sanctified wholly, or made pure from the defile-
ment of sin within. Thus a complete triumph over sin in the nature is
provided for and growth in grace is greatly accelerated.
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'S RETURN. The grand consummation of the divine
urpgs.e’lil};I Irzca;;(r)ciz lt?) His people is seen in the prophetic ?lite?:]:ezsf%uiﬁg
?n the Scriptures concerning the return of the Lqrd. He w cd s b
of kings and Lord of lords to reign over all _H}S umgsesz;rilms s bring
to an end the operations of Satat} and his minions. :.h saints are com-
forted, as they view the devastations .caused by snr(; mreat dory ,for e
assurance that the Lord will come in power an gf Hiie peaplo. from
unishment of evil doers and the eternal d_ellverance_o 22020, Swrly T
{)he evils of the world. The Lord declare§ in Revelatloll;,s w.ife, ceoponds,
¢ " Fri ; e !
mF:r::l? Z?m’dcct)}rlr:;’ i‘gtrdbiesrzsisled by the arguments and reasoning of un
believers.

STATEMENT OF FAITH
OF EVANGELICAL FRIENDS ALLIANCE

. . inspiration of
THE“I/-{;OEI,?];?: Bt}I;aEt:'the Holy Scriptures were given by the inspir
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power, and glory; that He convicts the world of sin, imparts life to the
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in and through the fellowship of His Church; and that this work is con-
tinuous until Christ comes again calling the Church unto Himself. We
believe that all Christians are called upon to witness by word and by deed
within a sinful world, not returning evil for evil, but in Christlikeness
demonstrating love, forgiveness, and the way of peace. )

We believe that in the fellowship of His body, the Holy Spirit gives to
every member a gift to be exercised for the mutual advantage of every
member in the body, and for the influence of the church upon those out-
side; that the ministry is such a gift given to certain ones whom God calls
and ordains for a special service of leadership in His Church; that this
service may be that of pastoring, teaching, evangelizing, or administration.

LIBERTY: o
We believe in the doctrine of Christian liberty, and that this liberty

is to be granted in all areas that are not e§sential to one’s ﬁpal salvaion.
While we recognize that among God’s children there are differences of

faith and practice, due to our imperfection, we must look forward to the

tim 1l come into a greater unity of the faith. Uptil then
e ot b o that in nonessentials there

we believe that in essentials there must be unity, )
must be liberty, but in all things there must be charity.

SPIRITUAL REALITIES: ) »
We believe that both Christian baptism and communion are spiritual

realities beyond the mere physical and outward ordinances; that baptism 1s
an inward ¥eceiving of the Holy Spirit in which He becomes Lorg over all
—guiding, cleansing, empowering, and in general representing God to :l?z 182
immediate experience; that communion is the (_ially receiving .and re liza:
tion of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord;_ that this communion 1sh eﬁ{er}ll tegf
not only upon the condition of the believer walking dfllly in the ]l;)g 3
Christ, but in the historic act of Christ on Calvary as His body was rg ?1n
and blood shed once and for all for us; that ~Chnst _th'us becomps a. alér
personal spiritual reality known immediately 1_n.Chrlst;§u.1 exper;:::;,n a:; d
that through Him and His baptism God and divine realities are

perientially and immediately.

RESURRECTION AND JUDGMENT: ) ) .
We beﬁeTvIe in the second coming of Christ: that at His coming the

dead shall be resurrected, some to everlasting g}ory and othetrsotfo C?l‘;:irsltastto
ing shame; that we shall all stand before the J“dgl.nigttstelie judgment of
receive recompense for the things done in the flesh; fath 1 it ugnto hell:
the blessed shall be unto heaven, and the judgment © ef (t)h i hteous’
that the punishment of the wicked and the blesseddI;eSSf om. czr:llgassion-
shall be everlasting; that this judgment 1S In the han foH(') ¢ dogl Tove
ate Redeemer, who doeth all things after the counsel of Jis wiscom, ToT%
and holiness.
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CHAPTER |

THE DENOMINATION
OF FRIENDS

LT
Tho ME BOND OF UNIOX

dinate branch?slg]ggdog Friends is composed of yearly meetings with their subor-
maintained bylan elegate structures around the world. The bond of union is
l.h‘.: credentials f"UE}l .Correspondence between them, by issuing and receiving
tificates of men?b ministers for special service, by granting and receiving cer-
and benevolent ership in cases of removal, by joint participation in religious
is independent iemerpﬂses, apd by occasional gatherings. Each yearly meeting
resulted in gro n the transaction of its business, but consolidation of efforts has
T EouRiEs Of eatly | eetings as described in the HISTORICAL

2. TH
Fronds e OF GOVERNMENT
Christ is theg;{llzc and emphasize the fundamental @
that, as they lsf;‘ff of His Church; that He dwells in
for His guidance, their understandings are enlightened and
ith this is the further truth that the

they ar
e enabled to do His will. Associated W
each believer some special gift or

Head
‘¢ad of th .
gifts, Whic}f Eh‘urch is pleased to confer upon
e is to exercise with such ability . Members have
gifts they
£, Itis therefore both

€qual righ

have Tecii\t/isnd privi!eges in the denomination,

theocratic andand their faithfulness in the exercise t
democratic in the principles of its

3. AD

Frien dx‘:S!QN TO MEMBERSHIP

Josus Chrimll into membership all who make a profes

doctrine o?t’ whose lives testify to their union with Him, and who accept the
the gospel as held by Friends (see p- 70)-

4. PO
PositiOSnIST IONS OF LEADERSHIP.
recognition the organization relating to P! , (
n of these gifts by the body rather ointment to office.
member has duties to perform
is conducted in

Ppoint
m
and respolfr}ts_ Qe made to other positions- a e
sibilities to meet, and the b ¢ of the organizatiof
ith the further recognt-

recogniti usines

. t1 . 0
tion of tﬁn of this equality of rank in the memberships WIE er
e special gifts. There are o ions in the rights, privileges, OF

respons;j o distinct!
nsibiliti
bilities of the members because of sex, €0 or, or race.
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S. A FRIENDS CHURCH

A congregation of Fri
of Friends, full .
the supervision of i , fully established, i
n of its it , is called a local .
terests and as to th pastor and spiritual life committ church. Itis under
e moral conduct of its membe ee as to its spiritual in-
rs.

6. TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS

The busin
ess of the organization i
every active ganization is transa i . . . .
member of the body has a l”igh(iu:g r‘)’; ?_Ufo‘lness sessions, in which
rticipate.

CHAPTER 1l
NORTHWEST FRIENDS CHURCH

SECTION I

THE LOCAL CHURCH

A—GENERAL ORGANIZATION

'11: COMPOSITION

he local Friends church i izati
rch is an organizatio

recorded on its list of members. #

é. REGULAR MEETINGS

inug(t)i:ty anq mid.week services of instru

oon ormity with the schedule adopte

o ne more tha}n three months, plus cal

- fsuch sessions all active members are €nc
er fourteen years of age qualified to participate

3. CALLED SESSIONS

A special business session may be called when it seems necessary in the judgment
9f the pastor and/or the presiding clerk. Sucha called session, or a session ad-
Journ'ed to meet at the call of the clerk, is announced in the regular Sunday
morning service prior to the selected date of the session-

4. FUNCTIONS )
The local church is the general policy-making body. It has authority to call and
contract pastoral services; to adopt the annual budget to accept and dismiss
members; to hold and administer real estate and other property for the use of
the church; to consider, adopt, and carry out measures in the interest of the
church and of the community at large-

S. INCORPORA
v in harmony with the Constitution

Local churches are at li i t
at liberty to incorpord e,
and Discipline of the Yearly Meeting and state laws (se€ Sec. VI, p. 99).

6. REPRESENTATION IN THE AREA .
Each church appoints annually oné of it

nominating committee.

:::hREPRESENTATlON IN THE YEARLfY,fMEE'dent

The church appoints annually 0ne for each fifty res!

jor fracti :ous Yearly Meeting st2
ion thereof as of the Pfe‘"g‘;r]y Meeting; €ach churc

on the representative body of the

n that consists of all of those persons

ction, worship, and evangelism are held,
d. Business sessions are held at intervals
Jed sessions when circumstances require.
ncouraged to be present, with those
in reaching decisions.

s members to serve on the area

TING SESSIONS
active members or ma-

tistical report to serve
h is entitled to at

35
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least one, and at least one is appointed also to membership on the administrative
committee of the local church. Alternates to serve as representatives may be ap-
pointed at the discretion of the church (see page 69).

8. EXTENSION CHURCHES AND MISSION POINTS

A local church may be asked by the Yearly Meeting to sponsor an extension
church in its geographical area (see p. 40). The extension church may appoint
annually one member of the area nominating committee and one representative
to the Yearly Meeting sessions. A mission point may be initiated by the local

church' or by the Yearly Meeting and placed under the care of the local church
strategically located.

B—OFFICERS OF LOCAL CHURCH
1. CLERKS
A . .
siorrrllsemt,:,\esr orfets}'lg-ChurCh IS appointed annually to preside over all business S€s-
documents.” 11 |8 clerk he signs on behalf of the church all of its official
discernmer{( : r?dls chgsen .Vfll[h reference to his sound judgment and spiritual
the business cf thto :l]ls ability to determine the will of the body as he conducts
business Droceedine church. T_he recording clerk keeps a faithful record of all
them. Ap aSSistan%scT:rcli( zrl:)c;//ldes copies thereof to those authorized to request

or reading clerk al inted.

2. OTHER OFFICERS also may be appoin

Each church ;
customary resggﬁgilbnit[?t‘one of its members to serve as treasurer, with the
Serves as statistician 1:165'- Another person, or perhaps the recording clerk,
marriages, and trans’fereseplg)%lflccurale records of membership, births, deaths:
: €r pe .
-:’\-"QUALIFICATIONS Personnel may be added as required.
offj

cers and compmi )
mittee chairmep are to be active members of the church.

C—c

Four maj OI.WMITTEES OF THE LOCAL CHURCH
clude g |(r)1fc3]r:mlttees are appointeq

Committee, g €Partments of interest

. vy c1tel in.
Y the church; their responsibilitiés .
ducation Ommittee, Steyy

and activity. They are Spiritugls the
ardship Committee (which inclu®e:
aPPointmen of XCept as otherwise provided, each commther
c l-?"man, vice-chairman, secretary, an'c:'fzre"t
€se committees should see that the di e
. e ministint?QUal Trepresentation in the cqmmltte o
tion of the Standing o o4 oc alive Committee and the Nommatmgdiscre'
ch. cOmmittees may be appointed at the

hgirmen of ¢

e commm? . LIFE COMMITTEE

poinomm Omposed of

poir p r terrp of three ye thf?e

o ged With responsibila'lr’S .
. oordmation of the o

R ncouraging the .

. I'Chy ap‘
Or more active members of the chY eal-

the terms of one third expiring 40
as follows (see also paragraph ¢, P-

as of Worshj . .. eadership'
use of Pifte aw h.lp, evange]lsm’ and Splrltual ! artsS.
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¢. Review of pastoral leadership and recommendation, after consu]t.ation w1tl}
the Yearly Meeting General Superintendent, of a candidate and his terms O
service. . .
d. Recommendation to the local church concerning pastoral duties, assistants,
salaries, and vacations. ‘ L
e. Cooperation with and encouragement and strengthening of the minister in
his pastoral service and other responsibilities and interests. -
f. Counseling members regarding their spiritual w.el‘fare a-nd. endgavo(r;ngingtra_
them in the attainment of a high standard of splr.ltual life; loving a m'nee &
tion of corrective measures when deemed advisable. A Slll1bcon}11mlm o e
mature members with quick discernment and tender sympat )’:7‘;’)0
called elders, is given these crucial responsnbllltfes. (See pa.ge o.f Christian
g. Through spiritual communion and social function, promotion
fellowship and unity. .
h. Reviewing and recommending of candid
membership. ‘
i. Arranging for spe<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>