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HISTORICAL STATEMENT

The Early Movement

The Friends Church (Quaker) arose from a movement of Christian renewal that began in England during the seventeenth
century. The major leader of this renewal was George Fox, who as a sensitive youth had been repulsed by cold formalism
and power politics in the church and by empty pleasure-seeking outside the church. Young Fox studied the Bible and
longed for an authentic faith to match its Christian message. This longing remained unfulfilled, even frustrated, by human
counselors until he looked beyond them. Then he discovered One who could "speak to thy condition” as phrased in Fox’s
Journal.

George Fox found this experience with the living Christ so compelling that he quickly told others about it. He shared the
good news that Christ could free persons from the guilt and power of sin. To this message people responded eagerly. They
were seekers, disillusioned by dry and formal religion, and they were attracted to the warm, evangelical message preached
by this earnest young messenger. Scores of young men and women were "raised up of the Lord" for a ministry across
England. Known as the "valiant sixty," they proclaimed that Christ could be experienced in the present, not just read about
in the Bible or remembered through ritual observance. This is how George Fox perceived his ministry:

Now I was sent to turn people from darkness to the light that they might receive Christ Jesus, for to as many as
should receive him in his light, I saw that he would give power to become the sons of God, which I had obtained
by receiving Christ. And I was to direct people to the Spirit that gave forth the Scriptures, by which they might
be led into all Truth. . . I was to turn them to the grace of God, and to the Truth in the heart, which came by
Jesus, that by this grace they might be taught, which would bring them into salvation....

—Journal, Nickalls edition, Cambridge, 1952, p. 34

George Fox explained grace in terms of the Light of Christ, using the terms found in the Gospel of John. By this inward
light, said Fox, people can understand Jesus Christ as "their Saviour and Redeemer, who shed his blood and died for them,
who is the way to God, the truth and life." (Journal, pp. 225-226)

The Quaker Awakening constitutes one of the great revivals within Christianity. Particularly significant was its challenge
to official religion. The first Friends believed that religious monopolies, whether Protestant or Catholic, weakened the
Christian faith and fostered unspiritual, timeserving ministry. Therefore they urged freedom of religion, trusting !hg power
of the Lord rather than civil coercion, to advance the Gospel. Friends were a people gathered to Christ, communing with
God in vital worship and fellowship, witnessing the good news of Christ's Kingdom in a world shangred by civil and
religious conflict. Their message met resistance. Thousands suffered imprisonment and hundreds died for religious
freedom.

These Christians first referred to themselves as "publishers of Truth," children of the Light," or"‘the camp of the Lord."
Gradually they came to prefer the term "Friends" in accordance with Jesus' v{ords "You are my fpends if you do whatever
I command" ( John 15:12-15). Their eritics dubbed these enthusiastic Christians "Quakers," a nickname that has become
a symbol of integrity rather than a term of derision.

Friends used the word "church" to describe the people of God, not the buil@ing in which the people met. "Meetinghouse”
became their word for the building in which the church gathered to “(orshnp. Aboqt a cent}lry aﬁgr the movement began,
the term "Society of Friends" came into general use. The word "society" conven}ently dlstmguxghed Friends ?’nd other
legal but dissenting groups from the established Chprch of England. In the twermeth century "Friends Church" became
the preferred term in some yearly meetings, including Northwest Yearly Meeting,

The Quaker Awakening constituted a fast-growing missionary movement dun:ng its eqliest decgdcs. People in England

oined by the thousands. Within a few years Friends became a major force m.Colomal Ameqca. People welcomed a
J("hn'stia;lity freed from state authority and priestly ritual. They liked an emphasis upon Christ's inward baptism with the
l-ioly Spirit and the Quaker concern for practical holiness.
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The Developing Church
The Friends teaching about the real and sanctifying presence of Christ with Hi

testimonies. These included support for religious and political freedom, opposition to slavery and civil bondage, just

relationships with aboriginal and minority persons, honesty in business, humane and remedial treatment of offenders
compassionate care of the mentally ill, and aid to war victims and others in distress. y

Friends opposed war and practiced peacemaking, They took their standards from the New Testa
example of Christian pacifism during the early Christian centuries. Quakers urged Christians to use the weapons of the
Holy Spirit rather than the weapons of violence, believing such a choice to be both right and practical. They emphasize
a single standard for truth, rejecting legal oaths out of faithfulness to the express command of Christ,

These ethical testimonies produced significant results. Religious freedom is now widely acknowled
social good. Oppression by courts has diminished. The right to conscientious objection to war has been widely supported
by religious bodies and honored in many nations. Over the years the Quakers have often served as the conscience of the
Church. Such moral leadership has sometimes been a heavy burden. Friends have not always lived up to their Teputation
Sometimes they became preoccupied with ethical concerns to the neglect of evangelistic proclama ]

5 ; : ) : tion. At other times
in reaction to this burden, or to their own legalism, they became preoccuy the neglect of sociaf
testimonies.

s people resulted in strong ethical

ment and from the

ged as basic to the

pied with evangelism to

It is sometimes forgotten that early Friends had a vision to evangelize the world at a time when most P
awakened to missionary responsibility. The first Quaker efforts may have lacked organization, but
global vision. This missionary vision was diminished during the decades of colonizin
was some outreach to the American Indian. In the nineteenth century the mission:

rotestants had not
3 they did display a
g in the New World, although there
ary expansion resumed.

Quakers first organized their local gatherings for worship into regional clusters called "
first yearly meetings were in England (London) and Ireland (Dublin). In the colonies, the
New York, North Carolina, and New England came into being. With the westward mi
new groups became established across America.

yearly meetings." In Europe the
ygarly meetings of Philadelphia,
grations of the nineteenth century

William Penn's colony in the New World is the most widely known example of colonial C
years the Quakers sought to make Pennsylvania a society embodying Christian values.
oppressed persons and an example of respectful relationships with the Indian nations,
brought such pressures to compromise their convictions that in 1755 the Quakers relinquished control of the colony

A retreat from worldly affairs followed, marked by plain dress, silent worship, moral scrupulosity, and Tigorous chur, h
discipline. Although their evangelistic outreach diminished, their social concerns did not, In their persistent and effectic
opposition to slavery, John Woolman of America and William Allen of England illustrate the period at its best s

ry urhanization changed the pattery
of a distinctive lifestyle, and 4 stron, :
solate members from Spiritual renewals

hristian outreach, For seventy
The colony became a haven for
But the French and Indian War

In the westward migrations the colonizing tendency persisted until twentieth centus
Quaker centers were reinforced by the establishment of schools, the preservation
sense of community. These communities sustained ethical standards but tended to i
around them.

During the nineteenth century two major separations took place. The first caused serious
emphasizing biblical authority and the historical aspects of salvation, and the liberal

individual conscience and the inward aspects of religion. Later in the century differences
concerning the appropriateness of planned worship and ministry. The Wilburites wanted
of immediate spiritual guidance; the Gurneyites wanted to acknowledge biblical and
under the Spirif's guidance. The latter position proved to be more successful in accomm
moving, pioneering America.

divisions: the orthodo
party (Hicksite) emphasizing
arose within the orthodgy p

tq preserve the quietist tradition
rational preparation, for Ministry
odating Quakerism 10 a westwarg

X party

After the Civil War, touched by revivals that swept America, Friends rekindled their banked fires of evangel;

joined other Christians in new evangelistic forms. Revival meetings with singing and altar calls characten'zis 1Sm and
mode. Traveling ministers became settled ministers; and thus arose the pastoral system soon to become dy t_he new
American Quakerdom. Rapid growth occurred during the latter decades of the nineteenth century. To coordip ItT!lnant n
and to articulate Quaker faith and practice, several uniting conferences were held, Widely rePK‘Semala € growth
conferences led to programs of missionary outreach to Mexico, Africa, Alaska, the Caribbean, India, Ching lv;, these
Eleven American yearly meetings established a delegate organization, the Five Years Meeting, and 3fﬁm1ed, !:n Japan,
of spiritual unity in a significant document, the 1887 Richmond Declaration of Faith. eir bonds
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This unity was broken by a modernist-fundamentalist rift in American Protestantism between World Wars I and II.
Polarization developed between those who stressed evangelism and doctrinal essentials and those who stressed
humanitarian concerns and doctrinal liberty. In 1926 Northwest Yearly Meeting (then called Oregon) withdrew from the
Five Years Meeting (now called Friends United Meeting). In several other yearly meetings withdrawals occurred, or
disaffected evangelicals formed association with fragmented Protestants (particularly Wesleyan). Loyalty to Quaker
connections and testimonies became weakened as a result of these schisms. During these decades Protestant liberalism
dominated Europe and America.

Friends in the World Today

The evangelical-liberal polarities have continued, with the liberal theology dominant in Europe, Britain, and some parts
of the Americas. But the pendulum has swung the other way for much of America and the world. For the last few decades
evangelicalism has become dominant. Various theological movements following World War II helped Quakers regain
a more central theology, with evangelical fervor and social concern becoming more often paired than polarized. Several
movements for spiritual renewal are bearing fruit in membership gains, in the enrichment of spiritual life, and in doctrinal
clarity. Scholarly research and writing have reasserted the Christ-centered, prophetic character of the early Quaker
Awakening. Since 1959 the journal Quaker Religious Thought has provided a useful forum.

The Association of Evangelical Friends, meeting triennially from 1947 until 1970, restated the evangelical character of
the Quaker beginnings. This movement gave rise to the Evangelical Fn‘er_lds Alliance (EFA), formed in 1965 by several
independent yearly meetings, including Northwest Yearly Meeting. Regionalism has been reduced fgr these Friends as
they have cooperated in missions, publications, education, social concerns, yquth work, and evange]llsm. In 1_989 E_FA
was instrumental in the formation of Evangelical Friends International which is made up of four regions: Asia, Africa,
Latin America, and North America.

National pastors conferences have brought together Amefican n}inisters from both FriendsA United Meeting and
Evangelical Friends (Alliance) International/NA Region. Various regional and world youth gatherings have strengthengd
Quaker identity. The All-Friends Conference at St. Louis in 1970 bgcame a cataly;t for renewal. The subsgqugm Faith
and Life movement, with its various conferences and study matenals,lhas had similar results. The publications and
visiting ministry of the New Foundation movement has also brought spiritual rehewal, espechahlly to nohpastoral Fnen?s.
The Friends Educational Council and the Friends Association of Higher Educanon have facxhtate@ spiritual concern for
Friends schools. The Friends World Committee for Consultat.ion, begun m‘1937', has been useq increasingly in recen}:
years by the various yearly meetings for exchanging informahoh and Fffejctmg dialogue. Its regional conferences, suc :
as the Conference of Friends in the Americas in 1977, and its penoql_c wprld conferences have enhanced mllml.)xal
understanding, clarified differences, reduced provincialism, deepened spirituality, and opened the way for a more globa
witness. .
Tension points remain, however, for doctrinal differences range along the full theo]oglga] spectrum, from ﬁm]damemaltx:m
to universalism, although often distinctions become blurred. In sqvgral yegrly rheetmgs therg isa ‘smlxg% e to ccf)n ; in
divergent beliefs and practices. Political differences often make spiritual unity difficult. This is particu arly maf:ru es! l}in
ttitudes about public-affairs agencies and social concem§. In §ome ways the older churches fmd healing from the
- aker groups in Latin America, Africa, and Asia, which have encountered less polarity between doctrinal
hgggigse;n?jusocialg:viufess than those of Western civilization. As of 1987 half of th.e 300.,000 Frienc}s in the‘world are
persons of non-European ethnic origin. Recently the greatest growth has occurred in Africa and Latin America.

i early meetings or associations belong to one of the following organizational structures:
Llh;hniisuaﬁgdsﬁziihzstthz largyest, enco%npassing a broadly orthodox range pf theolog_y;. Friends General Confch;
erally liberal in theology; Conservative, the smallest of the group, representing the quxenst legacy; anq the Evmge ic
rie dsl{ ternational, generally evangelical or fundamentalist in theology. Such characterizations are incomplete; they
s t fu]:l el-rnm-:asure,the life of the Spirit within these groups. They cannot measure obedience to the Light. But they do
::::;1 zome }:vays Friends perceive themselves and act upon their Christian heritage.

i in the Northwest b )
Fnendsthl; earliest Quakers to reach Oregon before the Civil War was the Lewelling family, whg brought nursery stock
Amof;g kie by oxen over the Oregon Trail in 1847. Other families settled in Ashland and the Willamette Valley. Roberf
i g,isl;‘::l I ind:ay ministers from London, traveled to the Willamette Valley in 1859 to support the growing but scattered
an L )

3
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communities of Friends. Organizational direction, however, came in the 1870s through William Hobson, an lowa F riend
His vision stimulated a major migration to the Chehalem Valley. Most families came from lowa, which be. :
yearly meeting, although some, such as Jesse Edwards, came from Indiana. In 1893 the
Newberg and Salem, Oregon, area were constituted Oregon Yearly Meeting of Friends.

lirigation projects brought Friends families to Idaho's Boise Valley during the first decade of the twentieth century, with
early settlements at Star, Riverside, and Greenleaf. Oregon Yearly Meeting soon included churches in W;
well as Idaho. Puget Sound Quarterly Meeting arose following Quaker migrations from Indiana. An an
meeting in Washington never developed, and in 1945 Friends from this area united with Ore
Yearly Meeting changed its name to Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church.

As a result of evangelical resurgency following World War I, the National Association

Oregon Yearly Meeting joined this organization in 1945, At the present time membershi
Friends International.

came the parent
Quaker settlements in the

ashington, as
ticipated yearly
gon Friends. In 197] the

of Evangelicals was formed.
p is through the Evangelical

Evangelism and outreach became major concerns in the Yearly Meeting because of o
developing region and because of deep spiritual convictions. These concerns were often expre
ncluding revival meetings. By 1997 the membership numbered approximately 7,100.

Missionary work among the Aymara people of South America began in 1930 and has been strongly sustained since that
time. Bolivia Yearly Meeting was established in 1975, and Peru Yearly Meeting was established in 1997, Northwest
Yearly Meeting supplies assistance, particularly in education. The Yearly Meeting, through the Evangelica] Friends
International, also supports ministry in Mexico City, the Philippines, Rwanda, Taiwan, Burundi, and India; ang has an
interest in the Christian University of Bolivia and the Navajo people of Southwestern United States,

Northwest Yearly Meeting outreach also includes social programs. In faithfulness to the peace testimon:
persons have engaged in relief work as an alternative to military service. Members often serve with agen
the alleviation of economic and cultural disparity in America or abroad. Inner-city ministries, peacemakin,
economic assistance to the needy receive local and Yearly Meeting direction. Yearly Meeting conce;
struction of Friendsview Manor, a retirement home.

pportunities affordeq by a
ssed through varioys modes,

Y many young
cies devoted to
g activities, and
m fostered cop-

Interest in education is evidenced by the establishment at Newberg, Oregon, of Pacific Academy in 1885 ang Pacific
College in 1891 (renamed George Fox College in 1949). In 1996 with the merger of George Fox College and Western
Evangelical Seminary, the college reached university status and thus became George Fox University, Greenleaf Academ

in Idaho has been maintained by area Friends since 1908. These schools have contributed sigm'ﬁcantly to Quaker ang
Christian leadership in the Northwest and throughout the world. Recently several local churches haye included schools
and day-care centers in their ministry. The Yearly Meeting since 1918 has supported programs of camping and noy has
several conference centers. These presently include Twin Rocks on the Oregon coast, Quaker Hill and Twin Lakeg i
central and north Idaho, and Quaker Cove on the Puget Sound. Tilikum, a retreat center and day camp negr Newberg

was established in 1970 as the result of a gift of property. It is an agency of George Fox University. These programs ar,
widely used by the churches. &

In its various missionary, educational, and outreach ministries, Northwest Year]
tradition of Friends. Its interests and strengths vary from time to time. Sometime
its energies and misplaced its priorities; however, restoration to wholeness has als
joy in the Lord.

y Meeting continues in the Christj

- Stian
s the Yearly Meeting has Misdirecteq
0 occurred, accompanied by unity and
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FRIENDS FAITH

WHAT FRIENDS BELIEVE

Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church affirms as essential Christian truths the following teachings of the apostolic
church the sovereignty of God; the deity and humanity of Jesus Christ; the atonement through Jesus Christ by which
persons are reconciled to God; the resurrection of Jesus, which assures the resurrection of all true worshipers; the gift of
the Holy Spirit to believers; and the authority of the Holy Scriptures.

The Yearly Meeting also endorses traditional statements of Friends, including those e_mphasizing an .inward encounter
with God, a worship of communion without ritual, an individual responsibility for ministry and service, anq a striving
for peace and justice. In addition, the Yearly Meeting speaks to contemporary issues concerning morality, human
relationships, and Christian commitment.

Friends hold that an authentic Christian belief includes both an inward faith and an outward expression of that belief.
Accordingly, the two parts "Faith Expressed as Doctrine" and "Faith Expressed Through Witness" constitute the set of
beliefs endorsed by Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church.

Statements that more fully express Friends beliefs are given in two foundational documents "George Fox's L;ner to the
Governor of Barbados" and "The Richmond Declaration of Faith" (see pp. 10-18) and in earlier interpretations of the
Yearly Meeting, shown in the Appendix as "Doctrines," "Testimonies," and "Fundamental Truths." (see pp. 62-67).

Faith Expressed as Doctrine

1. God as Creator : _

We believe God is the Creator and Sustainer of the cosmos, whose creative work prowdes the basn§ for order, bgauty,
purpose, and rationality. God is holy and eternal; He is loving, almight_y, and al]iw1se. He reyeals Hlmse_lf and His will
to His creation. He illuminates humankind through rational l{nderstanflmg_, experience, @d dqecl reve]agon. He speaks
through the Scriptures. We believe that in redeeming humamty,‘God is bringing the universe into a glorious expression
of His purpose. In joy of this hope we offer Him honor and praise.

's Revelation in Christ g ‘
i\'/e ti?izjekﬂaat the word of God spoken into every heart was supreme!y matu'fest in Jesus Christ, who in His virgin bmh
and sinless life was true God and perfect man. Christ is the Word. He is the Light that exposes our sir and bnngs‘us into
the righteousness of God. He is the Redeemer through whose z_&tom’ng death and resun*ectlop we receive the forg:venes;
of God. He is Lord and to Him we give our obedience. Christ is the first and last word of divine wisdom by which Go:

is drawing His creation into a new covenant of peace.

f ion by the Spirit ) @

z’;’e ti;:jeRé;Zhizsnme sc};urce o[t,‘ truth, that there are no spiritual msnghts or pringiples ind.ependent of Hig revelauoq.f(;oci s
Spirit teaches us through the Scriptures and through the creation. He convncts'a‘nd Amstmf:ts conscience, tesq ies to
F; ion through Christ, and gives wisdom and power for holy living. The Spirit gives discernment concerning the
;?Jr‘;)ac:lszrsl of Gog through, natural and social history. The Spirit enlightens reason and quickens human creativity that we

might share in the work of the Creator.

A jon in the Scriptures
% bG(])d SeRt;:eII-lIJ:];nS’c';i;liures opf the Old and New Testaments were given by inspiration of God. Tl?cy.are the divinely
i s d of the doctrines that we as Christians are bound to accept, and of the moral principles that are to
o v re‘mr . d actions. By their own declaration, the Scriptures are able to make us "wise for salvation thmugh
reg;léteg;;;v;ssﬁ‘ 2 Timt;thy 3:15 NIV), Interpreted by the Holy Spirit, they are an unfailing source of truth, We
lf::ltie\lzz the Spirit will not lead persons or groups contrary to the teachings of the Scriptures.
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5. Human Redemption

We believe that God created the human being, male and female, in His own image; but that when Adam and Eve fell from
a state of holy obedience, the human race lost a perfect relationship to God, and self instead of the Creator became the
center of life. Through the blood of Christ our Savior we may be recovered from the fall and made right (justified) before
God. To those who put their faith in Christ, God offers forgiveness of sins, regeneration of affections and actions, and
final glorification of the resurrected body. '

6. The Baptism with the Holy Spirit

We believe Christ's baptism to be the inward receiving of the promised Holy Spirit, whereby the believer is immersed
in Jesus' power, purity, and wisdom. This baptism is the essential Christian baptism: an experience of cleansing from sin
that supplants old covenant rituals. The sanctification that is initiated with this experience is a continuing work of the
Holy Spirit in which we are instructed into righteous living and perfected in love. Thus sanctification is the work of God's
grace by which our affections are purified and exalted to a supreme love of God.
7. The Church

We believe the Church is composed of persons who, through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ, h
His Kingdom and baptized with the Holy Spirit into the one Body. These persons agree together to fo
This Church is spiritual in nature, universal in scope, holy in character, and redemptive in purpos
Christ, who serves immediately as priest and ministers directly as teacher and prophet. The Church e
meetings for worship and in groupings of these churches as they are united in common expression:

8. God's Kingdom

We believe the Church is called to demonstrate in this life the righteous character of Christ'
Kingdom. The Kingdom is present now to the extent that the people of God hear His voice an
Kingdom will be initiated by the second appearing of Jesus Christ (as foretold by the prophets)
of the dead. The world will then be judged righteously by Jesus Christ and there w:
the finally unrepentant wicked and everlasting blessedness for the righteous. At th;
the grip of evil and satanic power, and Christ will reign over a restored universe.

ave been born into
llow Jesus as Lord.
e. Its head is Jesus
Xists visibly in local
s of faith and action,

S present and coming
d obey it. The coming
: and by the resurrection
ill come everlasting punishment for
at time the world will be freed from

9. The Spiritual Experience

We believe that we may experience Christ directly and immediately without the necessity of
intervention and that this experience is available to every person. The spiritual life is nourished
teaches and guides us both individually and corporately according to His commandments. For
Lord is an inward feeding on Christ by faith in response to His broken body and shed blood.

10. Worship

Worship is the adoring response of heart and mind to the Spirit of God. The meeting for worship brings a personal d
corporate renewal, an edification and communion of believers, and a witness of the Gospel to the unconverted a\;
recognize the value of silence to center our thoughts upon God. We believe the Spirit speaks to worshipers Lhré:u E
persons He has prepared and selected, whose message may be given in various modes by men or women, childre; g
adults. We believe God calls some persons to a special preaching ministry, which the church should respectfully ey
Friends observe the first day of the week for corporate worship and for rest. Y receive.

priestly or ceremonial
by the Holy Spirit, who
Friends the Supper of the

Faith Expressed through Witness

11. Christian Witness Through Ministry

We believe that the Holy Spirit bestows gifts on the followers of Christ for them to use on behalf of church and so;
(see "Gifts," pp. 66-67) and that these gifis should be exercised in all of life, not just at religious gatherings, W, Z@nety
God calls the Church to encourage the general ministry of all Christians and to facilitate the special work of.lhee elieve
women He ordains for public ministry. Friends desiring to be of service should remain open to the leading of }:“en apd
Service and ministry should spring from a devotion to the will of God. € of the Spirit,

12. Christian Witness to Peace

We believe the precepts of Christ our Lord and the whole spirit of His Gospel call us to live at
Therefore we consider war and violence incompatible with the holiness we profess, We ask our leaders
nonviolent altematives for sustaining economic and civil order. We respect government as an instrum 0 choose

: " : a5 o £ ent of GG
restrain evil and promote justice, and we submit to it in matters that do not interfere with obedience tg Christ f (;lod to
" our Lorg,

peace with aj) people.
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13. Christian Witness to Justice
We witness to the dignity and worth of all persons before God. We repudiate and seek to remove discrimination based
on gender, race, nationality, or class. We deplore the use of selfish ends to gain unfair advantage, and we urge political.

economic, and social justice for all peoples. We consider civil order most just when conscience is free and religious faith
uncoerced.

14. Commitment to Simplicity

As Friends we have a long tradition for adhering to scriptural injunctions for plain living. In this respect, we are
encouraged to work toward transforming the values of our culture rather than conforming without question. We recognize
our responsibility for the care and use of the earth and, therefore, our obligation to maintain a style of living that will
conserve resources for future generations.

15. Commitment to Integrity
We believe that integrity of speech and action honors Christ as it advances truth and, therefore, should characterize our

social and business relationships. In allegiance to Christ's command, we refrain from swearing oaths and from profanity
of speech. We consider integrity a mark of Christian holiness.

16. Respect for Human Life

We reject the unchristian preempting of God's authority over human life. Because we trust God as the righteous and final
judge before whom we spend our lives in probation, we oppose capital punishment. Because we believe in the sacredness
of human life, we oppose abortion for personal convenience.

17. Respect for the Body

We affirm the sacredness of body, mind, and spirit, and the necessity for Christians to conduct themselves in ways that
honor God. Out of respect for ourselves and consideration for those we influence, we refuse to be defiled by salacious
literature and amusements, and we reject involvement that could lead to drug or alcohol abuse, or to occult religious
practices. We consider the body a temple of God to be cared for with respect, the mind a gift from God to be developed
for personal and social enrichment, and the spirit an inner place for God to dwell.

18. Christian Witness to Human Sexuality

We hold that only marriage is conducive to godly fulfillment in sexual relationships for the purposes of reproduction and
enrichment of life. We consider sexual intimacy outside marriage as sinful because it distorts God's purposes for human
sexuality. We denounce, as contrary to the moral laws of God, acts of homosexuality, sexual abuse, and any other fom
of sexual perversion (see "Human Sexuality," p. 64). The church, however, as a communit){ of forgiveq Ppersons, remains
loving and sensitive to those we consider in error. Because God's grace can deliver from sins of any kind, we are called
to forgive those who have repented and to free them for participation in the church.

19. Christian Witness to the Home

We believe the church sustains the home whether the home consists of immediate family members, persons together
because of need, or one person alone. We value the single person and respect singleness whther by choice or
circumstance. Gospel order affords equality to single and married persons. We believe that marriage is ordained of God
to order the human family in love and that it is a lifetime commitment, not to be broken except on scriptural grounds; but
we also recognize the church as a place for the healing of hurts, including those of brolfen marriages. We hold the godly
home accountable for the nurture and care of those within its circle, particularly the children and ?he gged. For. all in our
various homes, the church provides support for the disciplines of truth and love and sustenance in times of distress.

20. Commitment to Christian Faith and Witness

We believe the Christian life is characterized by disciplined devotion and commitment, by a hunger foni God and a thirst
for righteousness. This commitment is strengthened by habits of prayer and Bible regdmg. For us this Chnsuan faith
involves commitment to the work of Friends. Although we respect freedom of conscience ap@ honor diversity in the
family of God, we affirm our covenant with God as Friends pepple. Therefore, we aim to be faithful to those structures
of our denominational life through which our Gospel witness is made clear.
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THE QUERIES

The Queries are thoughtful questions that remind people of the spiritual and moral values Friends se
help individuals and the church to consider the true source of spiritual strength, to nurture loving r
maintain a strong Christian witness to society. The Queries should be read frequently,
for worship and business and other gatherings of Friends, and in private devotions.
reflection. Reading the Queries is a tradition of Friends.

ek to uphold. They
elationships, and to
as a whole or in part, in meetings
Always there should be time for

Personal Faith

Query I

Do you live in vital relationship with God, trusting in Jesus Christ as your savin
Holy Spirit? Is Christ's presence evident in your life?

Query 2

Do you cultivate your spiritual growth through prayer and Bible reading and through attendance at mee
and study? Are you finding joy in the Lord?

Query 3

Does your inward faith turn outward? Do you pray for your friends and associates and for those en
the Gospel? Have you examined your beliefs and prepared yourself to share them, with sensitivity
Holy Spirit leads?

Query 4

Do you acknowledge God's ownership of all that is under your care? Do you give of your time and abili
to church and community and gratefully use your possessions as a trust to honor God?

g Lord and obeying the leadings of the
tings for worship

gaged in spreading
and humility, as the

€5 in service

The Individual and the Church

Query 5

Are meetings for worship and business duly held, and are you regular in attending them? Do
commune with God and to fellowship with believers, willing to participate in contemplation or in
Query 6

As followers of Christ do you love and respect each other? Do patience and consideration govern your inte
when differences arise, do you resolve them promptly in a spirit of forgiveness and understanding? Are yo
the reputation of others?

Query 7

Do you give generous financial support to the work of Friends? Do you contribute regularly to the m;
church and to the wider outreach of the Yearly Meeting? Are you and your meeting aware of those lj
material aid, and do you give freely to those in need?

Query 8

Do you uphold the standards of Friends? Are you careful in appointing officers and Sunday schoo] teac
pastors and special speakers, in sending out missionaries and recording ministers, to see that they are in
the principles of Friends as stated in the Faith and Practice of Northwest Yearly Meeting?

YOUu come ready to
spoken ministry?

ractions; and
u careful with

nistry of your
kely to require

hers, in calling
harmony with

Marriage, Children, Home
Query 9
Do you conduct yourself in a manner that supports and preserves the sanctity and permanence of m

in deci - h other as individual ATiage? Do you who
are married yield to each other in decisions and build up each other as individuals, always cherishin

8 Your common bopgo
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Query 10

Do you who have children under your care educate them for upright and useful lives? Do you nurture them toward
Christian faith and commitment, giving them the Scriptures for their guide? Are you watching over your young people
with loving concern and providing a place for each one in the life of the church?

Query 11

Are you teaching your children the ways of Friends? Do you encourage them to participate in Friends programs and to
attend Friends schools?

Query 12
Do you and your family use your free time in ways that refresh the spirit and benefit mind and body, that encourage
creativity and friendliness? Is your home a pleasant, peaceful place?

Manner of Living

Query 13

Is your life marked by simplicity? Are you free from the burden of unnecessary possessions? Do you avoid waste? Do
you refuse to let the prevailing culture and media dictate your needs and values?

Query 14

Are you careful to live within your income? Do you avoid involving yourself in business beyond your ability to manage
or in highly speculative ventures? Are you willing to accept a lower economic standard rather than compromise Christian
values?

Query 15 A
Are you honest and just in your dealings? Are you true to your promises, prompt in paying your debts, and responsible
in handling money or property entrusted to you?

Query 16 .

Do you discipline your mind and body to serve as instruments of the Lord? Do you avoid pornography? Do you abstain
from harmful, addictive, and unnecessary drugs—including alcoholic beverages, tobacco, marijuana, and cocaine—and
from profiting through their use? Do you refrain from gambling and taking part in lotteries?

Concerns for Society

Query 17 o . o
Do you exercise your civic responsibilities and support acceptable legislation? Do you pray for thoge in authority? Are
you careful to avoid defrauding the public treasury? In or out of court do you affirm instead of taking oaths?

Query 18 ' i - |

Do you speak out for justice and morality, and against oppression, exploitation, and public wrong? Do you recognize
the equality of persons regardless of race, gender, or economic status?

Query 19 - . - ‘

As a Christian steward, do you treat the earth with respect and with a sense of God's splendor in creation, guarding it
against abuse by greed, misapplied technology, or your own carelessness?

Query 20 - ) n _ A

Do you observe and teach the Friends testimony against military training and service, making clear that war is
incompatible with the spirit and teachings of the Gospel? Do you find appropriate ways to work for peace?
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EXTRACT FROM
GEORGE FOX'S LETTER
TO THE GOVERNOR
OF BARBADOS, 1671

We own and believe in the only wise, omnipotent, and everlasting God, the Creator of all thin
and the Preserver of all that He hath made; who is God over all, blessed forever; to whom b
praise, and thanksgiving, both now and for evermore.

gs both in heaven and earth,
e all honor, glory, dominion,

And we own and believe in Jesus Christ, His beloved and only begotten Son, in whom He is well pleased; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, and bomn of the Virgin Mary; in whom we have redemption through His blood, even the
forgiveness of sins; who is the express image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature, by whom were all
things created that are in heaven and in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, dominions, principalities
or powers; all things were created by Him. And we own and believe that He was made a sacrifice for sin, who knew n<;
sin, neither was guile found in His mouth; that He was crucified for us in the flesh, without the gates of Jerusalem; and
that He was buried, and rose again the third day by the power of His Father, for our Justification; and that He ascended
up into heaven, and now sitteth at the right hand of God. This Jesus, who was the foundation of the holy prophets and
apostles, is our foundation; and we believe that there is no other foundation to be laid but that which is laid, even Christ
Jesus; who tasted death for every man, who shed His blood for all men, is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours
only, but also for the sins of the whole world according as John the Baptist testified of Him when he said, "Behold the
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29) We believe that He alone is our Redeemer and Saviour.
the Captain of our salvation who saves us from sin, as well as from hell and the wrath to come, and destroys the devii
and his works; He is the Seed of the woman that bruises the serpent's head, to wit, Christ Jesus, the Alpha and Omega
the First and the Last. He is (as the Scriptures of truth say of Him) our wisdom, righteousness, Justification, ami
redemption; neither is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we may be saved. He alone is the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls; He is our Prophet, whom Moses long since testified
of, saying, "A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shal] ye hear in all
things whatsoever he shall say unto you; and it shall come to pass, that every soul that will not hear that prophet shall be
destroyed from among the people." (Acts 3:22, 23)

He is now come in Spirit "and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true."
by His law of love and of life, and makes us free from the law of sin and death. We have no life, but of Him; for He is
the quickening Spirit, the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, by whose blood we are cleansed, and our consciences
sprinkled from dead works, to serve the living God. He is our Mediator, who makes peace and reconciliation between
God offended and us offending; He being the Oath of God, the new covenant of light, life, grace, and peace, the author
and finisher of our faith. This Lord Jesus Christ, the heavenly man, the Emmanuel, God with us, we al] own and believe
in; He whom the high-priest raged against, and said He had spoken blasphemy; whom the priests and elders of the Jews
took counsel together against, and put to death; the same whom Judas betrayed for thirty pieces of silver, which the iste
gave him as a reward for his treason; who also gave large money to the soldiers to broach a horribje lie, namely p"]‘}f

his disciples came and stole him away by night while they slept." After He was arisen from the dead, the histo ’ of }? ‘
Acts of the Apostles sets forth how the chief priests and elders persecuted the disciples of this Jesus, for preachinry s h; e
and His resurrection. This, we say, is that Lord Jesus Christ, whom we own to be our life and salvation, 5 -

Concerning the Holy Scriptures, we believe that they were given forth by the Holy Spirit of God, t
of God, who (as the Scripture itself declares, 2 Peter 1:21) "spake as they were moved by the Hol
they are to be read, believed, and fulfilled (He that fulfills them is Christ); and they are "profitable for doctri

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thorough]y Hisoist f;e, for
all good works," and "are able to make wise unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 3:15-173e unto

.—Aulobmgraphy of George Fox
edited by Henry Stanley Ncwmar}

He rules in our hearts

hrough the holy men
y Ghost." We believe
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DECLARATION OF FAITH
ISSUED BY THE
RICHMOND CONFERENCE IN 1887

It should be understood that the quotations from Scripture are made from the Authorized Version unless stated to be from
the Revised Version.

It is under a deep sense of what we owe to Him who has loved us that we feel called upon to offer a declaration of those
fundamental doctrines of Christian truth that have always been professed by our branch of the Church of Christ.

Of God

We believe in one holy (Isaiah 6:3, 57:15), almighty (Genesis 17:1), allwise (Romans 11:33, 16:27), and everlasting
(Psalm 90:1, 2) God, the Father (Matthew 11:25-27), the Creator (Genesis 1:1) and Preserver (Job 7:20) of all things; and
in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, by whom all things were made (John 1:3), and by whom all things consist (Colos-
sians 1:17), and in one Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son (John 15:26; 16:7), the Reprover (John 16:8)
of the world, the Witness for Christ (John 15:26), and the Teacher (John 14:26), Guide (John 16:13), and Sanctifier (2
Thessalonians 2:13) of the people of God; and that these three are one in the eternal Godhead (Matthew 28:19, John
10:30, 17:21), to whom be honor, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord Jesus Christ

It is with reverence and thanksgiving that we profess our unwavering allegiance to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. No
man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He hgth declared Him (John
1:18). In Him was life, and the life was the light of men (John 14). He is the true Light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world (John 19), through whom the light of truth in all ages has proce‘eded frorn the Fathgr of 'hghts
(James 1:17). He is the eternal Word (John 1:1) who was with God and was God, revealing Hmelf in mﬁmte wisdom
and love, both as man's Creator (Colossians 1:13-16) and Redeemer (Colossians 1:14); for by Him were all things created
that are in heaven and that are on the earth, visible and invisible. Conceived of the Holy Ghost (Matthew 1:20), born of
the virgin Mary (Matthew 1:23-25; Luke 1:35), the word was made flesh (John 1:14), and dwelt amongst men. He came
in the fullness (Galatians 4: 4) of the appointed time, being verily foreordained befqre the foundation of the world (I Peter
1:20) that He might fulfill (Tsaiah 11:1-5; 52:13-15) the eternal counsel of the nghteousnes§ and love of God for the
redemption of man (Isaiah 53). In Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godheaq I.)od.lly (Colossians 2 9). Though‘ He was
rich, yet, for our sakes, He became poor, veiling in the form of a servant (l.’hlhpplans ?:7) the brightness of His glory,
that, through Him, the kindness and love of God (Titus 3:4) toward man might appear in a manner every way sune.d tc?
our wants and finite capacities. He went about doing good (Af:ts 10:38); for us Hg endured (Isaiah 53:4; Luke 12.50,-
19: 41; 22:44) sorrow, hunger, thirst, weariness (John 4:6), pain, unutterable anguish (Luke A22:43., 44) of body and of
soul, being in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin (I{ebrews 4:15'). Thus humbling Himself that we mlgh}:
be exalted, He emphatically recognized the duties and the suffenpg§ of humanity as among the means \f/hereby, througl
the obedience of faith, we are to be disciplined for heaven, sancpfymg them to us, by Hunself perfomung aqd enduring
them, leaving us the one perfect example (1 Peter 2:21) of all righteousness (Matthew 3:15) in self-sacrificing love.

i relations must the Lord Jesus be ever precious to His people. In Him is revealed as true God
BU‘; m:r(f):cl? rlxl:atrlx1 e(sépl;::is:nds 4:13), a Redeemer, at once able to suffer and almighty to save. He became obedient
alr"h'lp ians 2:8) unto death, even the death of the cross, and is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but
(l 0l ;Efthe sir;s of the whole world (1 John 2:2); in whom we have redemption through His blloo.d (Ephelsnans 1:7), the
e f sins according to the riches of His grace. It is our joy to confess that the remission of sins which any
forgWenefS & nly in and by virtue of His most satisfactory sacrifice and not otherwise. (Barclay's Apology, Propos. v
panak_e £ lslos g 141) He was buried and rose again the third day (1 Corinthians 15:4) according to the Seriptures,
L E part.h f rFs,l fruits (1 Corinthians 15:23) of them that sleep, and having shown Himself alive after His passion, by
becom'mfg ll'l:l 1 roofs (Acts 1:3), He ascended into heaven, and hath sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
n::\:yt;na;p;areis the présence of,God for us (Hebrews 1:3; 9:24). With the apostles who beheld His ascension, we rest
n
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in the assurance of the angelic messengers, "This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven" (Acts 1:11, and see v 7). With the Apostle John, we would desire to
unite in the words, "Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (Revelation 22:20). And now, whilst thus watching and waiting,
we rejoice to believe that He is our King and Savior. He is the one Mediator of the new and everlasting covenant (1
Timothy 1:5; Hebrews 9:15), who makes peace and reconciliation between God offended and man offending (George
Fox's Epistle to the Governor of Barbados); the great High Priest whose priesthood is unchangeable (Hebrews 4:14- 7
24). He is able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession !for.
them (Hebrews 7:25). All power is given unto Him in heaven and in earth (Matthew 28:18). By Him the world shall be
Judged in righteousness (Acts 17:31); for the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all Judgment unto the Son, that
all men should honor the Son even as they honor the Father (John 5:22, 23). All that are in the graves shall hear Hig V’Oice

and shall come forth, they that have done good unto the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto the
resurrection of judgment (John 5:28, 29 RV).

We reverently confess and believe that divine honor and worship are due to the Son of God, and that He is in true faith
to be prayed unto, and His name to be called upon, as the Primitive Christians did, because of the glorious oneness of the
Father and the Son; and that we cannot acceptably offer prayers and praises to God, nor receive from Him a gracious
answer or blessing, but in and through His dear Son (Declaration of 1693, in Sewell's History, vol. 11, 379),

We would, with humble thanksgiving, bear an especial testimony to our Lord's perpetual dominion and power in His
church. Through Him the redeemed in all generations have derived their light, their forgiveness, and their joy. All are
members of this church, by whatsoever name they may be called among men, who have been baptized by the one Spirit
into the one body; who are builded as living stones upon Christ, the Eternal Foundation, and are united in faith and Joye
in that fellowship which is with the Father and with the Son. Of this church the Lord Jesus Christ is the alone Head
(Ephesians 1:22). All its true members are made one in Him. They have washed their robes and made them white in His
precious blood (Revelation 7:14), and He has made them priests unto God and His Father (Revelation 1:6). He dwells

in their hearts by faith, and gives them of His peace. His will is their law, and in Him they enjoy the true liberty
freedom from the bondage of sin. »a

The Holy Spirit

We believe that the Holy Spirit is, in the unity of the eternal Godhead, one with the Father and with the Son (Matthew
28:19, 2 Corinthians 13:14). He is the Comforter "Whom," saith Christ, "the Father will send in my name" (John 14:26)
He convinces the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment (John 16:8). He testifies of and glorifies Jesys ( J Ohr;
16:14). It is the Holy Spirit who makes the evil manifest. He quickens them that are dead in trespasses and sins, and oper,

the inward eye to behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world (Ephesians 2:1). Coming in the nl:ms
and with the authority of the risen and ascended Savior, He is the precious pledge of the continued love and care °foue
exalted King. He takes of the things of Christ and shows them, as a realized possession, to the believing soul (John 16'14)1-
Dwelling in the hearts of believers (John 14:17), He opens their understandings that they may understand the Scripn.xres_
and becomes, to the humbled and surrendered heart, the Guide, Comforter, Support, and Sanctifier. 5

We believe that the essential qualification for the Lord's service is bestowed upon His children thro
and baptism with the Holy Ghost. This Holy Spirit is the seal of reconciliation to the believer in Je
14), the witness to his adoption into the family of the redeemed (Romans 8:15, 16), the eamest
full communion and perfect joy which are reserved for them that endure unto the end,

ugh the reception of
sus (Ephesians 1:1 3.
and the foretaste of the

We own no principle of spiritual light, life, or holiness, inherent by nature in the mind or heart of
principle of spiritual light, life, or holiness, but the influence of the Holy Spirit of God, bestowed
measures and degrees through Jesus Christ our Lord. It is the capacity to receive this blessed
especial manner, gives man pre-eminence above the beasts that perish; which distinguishes him, in every nat

every clime, as an object of the redeeming love of God; as a being not only intelligent but responsible; for 'le: and in
message of salvation through our crucified Redeemer is, under all possible circumstances, designed to be 'a b ";’ lﬂm the
I'he Holy Spirit must ever be distinguished, both from the conscience which He enlightens, and from the ni l)"u] §oundA
of reason, which when unsubjected to His Holy influence, is, in the things of God, very foolishness, As the cUla faculty
body, so is the conscience to our inner being, the organ by which we see; and as both light and life are ess .ye 1S to the
eye, so conscience, as the inward eye, cannot see aright without the quickening and illumination of -ential to the

: the Spirit of 3
with the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit can never disown or dishonor our once crucified and now nr;cn und(";d. (f) 5
glorified

man. We believe i no
on mankind ip various
nfluence, which, in an
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Redeemer. We disavow all professed illumination or spirituality that is divorced from faith in Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
crucified for us without the gates of Jerusalem.

The Holy Scriptures

It has ever been, and still is, the belief of the Society of Friends that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament
were given by inspiration of God; that, therefore, there can be no appeal from them to any other authority whatsoever:
that they are able to make wise unto salvation through faith which is in Jesus Christ. "These are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name" (John 20:3 1).
The Scriptures are the only divinely authorized record of the doctrines which we are bound as Christians to accept, and
of the moral principles which are to regulate our actions. No one can be required to believe, as an article of faith, any
doctrine which is not contained in them; and whatsoever any one says or does, contrary to the Scriptures, though under
profession of the immediate guidance of the Holy Spirit, must be reckoned and accounted a mere delusion. To the
Christian, the Old Testament comes with the solemn and repeated attestation of his Lord. It is to be read in the light and
completeness of the New; thus will its meaning be unveiled, and the humble disciple will be taught to discern the unity
and mutual adaptation of the whole, and the many sidedness and harmony of its testimony to Christ. The great Inspirer
of Scripture is ever its true Interpreter. He performs this office in condescending love, not by superseding our
understandings, but by renewing and enlightening them. Where Christ presides, idle speculation is hushed; His doctrine
is learned in the doing of His will, and all knowledge ripens into a deeper and richer experience of His truth and love.

Man's Creation and Fall

It pleased God, in His wisdom and goodness, to create man out of the dust of the earth, and to breathe into his nostrils
the breath of life, so that man became a living soul; formed after the image and likeness of God, capable of fulfilling the
divine law, and of holding communion with his Maker (Genesis 2:7; 1:26, 27). Being free to obey or to disobey, he fell
into transgression, through unbelief, under the temptation of Satan (Genesis 3:1-7), and, Fhereby, lost that spiritual life
of righteousness in which he was created; and, so, death passed upon him, as the inevitable consequence o‘f his sin
(Romans 5:12). As the children of fallen Adam, all mankind bear his image. They partake of his nature, and are involved
in the consequences of his fall. To every member of every successive generation, the words of Fh.e Redeemey are alike
applicable, "Ye must be born again" (John 3:7). But while we hold these vigw‘s of the lost condltfon of man in the fall,
we rejoice to believe that sin is not imputed to any until they transgress the divine law, aﬁgr suﬁicwnt capacity has been
given to understand it; and that infants, though inheriting this fallen nature, are saved in the infinite mercy of God through
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.

Justification and Sanctification - iy |
"God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life" (John 3:16). We believe that justification 4is of Qod‘s free grace, through whlch, upon repentance and
faith, He pardons our sins, and imparts to us a new life. It is received, not for any Yvor'ks of’ righteousness thgt we havg
done (Titus 3:5), but in the unmerited mercy of God in Christ Jesus. Through faith in Him, gnd the sheddxpg of His
precious blood, the guilt of sin is taken away, and we stand r_econqled to God. Thg offering up of Christ as the
propitiation for the sins of the whole world is the appointed {namfestahonl both of the nghteogsness apd of me love of
God. In this propitiation the pardon of sin involves no abrogation or rela)'(ahon of the law qf holiness. It is the vindication
and establishment of that law (Romans 3:31), in virtue of the free and nghtepus Subrplssmn of Fhe Son of God Himself
to all its requirements. He, the unchangeably just, proclaims Himself the Ju§nﬁer of him that believeth in Jesus (Romans
3:26). From age to age, the sufferings and death of Christ havc; been a hidden mystery, and a rock of offepse to the
unbelief and pride of man's fallen nature; yet, to the humble penitent whose heart is broken under the convicting pow{er
of the Spirit, life is revealed in that death. As he looks upon Him who was woundgd for our transgressions (Isaiah 53:5),

d upon whom the Lord was pleased to lay the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:6), hls-eye is more and more opened to see,
ancl hP heart to understand, the exceeding sinfulness of sin for which the Savior died; whilst, in the sense of pardoning
Zr:acelsheewill joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement (Romans 5:11),




We believe that in connection with justification is regeneration; that they who come to this experience know that they
are not their own (1 Corinthians 6:19), that being reconciled to God by the death of His Son, we are saved by His life
(Romans 5:10); a new heart is given and new desires; old things are passed away, and we become new creatures (2
Corinthians 5:17) through faith in Christ Jesus; our wills being surrendered to His holy will, grace reigns through
righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 5:21).

Sanctification is experienced in the acceptance of Christ in living faith for justification, in so far as the pardoned sinner,
through faith in Christ, 1s clothed with a measure of His righteousness and receives the Spirit of promise; for, as saith the
apostle, "Ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
God" (1 Corinthians 6:11). We rejoice to believe that the provisions of God's grace are sufficient to deliver from the
power, as well as from the guilt, of sin, and to enable His believing children always to triumph in Christ (2 Corinthians
2:14). How full of encouragement is the declaration, "According to your faith be it unto you" (Matthew 9:29). Whosoever
submits himself wholly to God, believing and appropriating His promises, and exercising faith in Christ Jesus, will have
his heart continually cleansed from all sin by His precious blood, and through the renewing, refining power of the Holy
Spirit, be kept in conformity to the will of God, will love Him with all his heart, mind, soul, and strength and be able to
say, with the Apostle Paul, "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death"
(Romans 8:2). Thus, in its full experience, sanctification is deliverance from the pollution, nature, and love of sin. To this
we are every one called, that we may serve the Lord without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him, all he days
of our life (Luke 1:74, 75). It was the prayer of the apostle for the believers, "The very God of peace sanctify you wholly;
and [ pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it" (1 Thessalonians 5:23, 24). Yet the most holy Christian is still liable
to temptation, is exposed to the subtle assaults of Satan, and can only continue to follow holiness as he humbly watches
unto prayer, and is kept in constant dependence upon his Savior, walking in the light (I John 1:7), in the loving obedience
of faith.

The Resurrection and Final Judgment
We believe, according to the Scriptures, that there shall be a resurrection from the dead, both of the Just and of the unjust
(Acts 24:15), and that God hath appointed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness, by Jesus Christ whom
He hath ordained (Acts 17:31). For, as saith the apostle, "We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" @
Corinthians 5:10).

We sincerely believe, not only a resurrection in Christ from the fallen and sin_ful state here, but a
into glory with Him hereafter; that when He at last appears we may appear with Him in glory. B
who live in rebellion against the light of grace, and die finally impenitent, shall come forth
condemmnation. And that the soul of every man and woman shall be reserved, in its own distinct
shall have its proper body as God is pleased to give it. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body (1 Corinthians
15:44); that being first which is natural, and afterward that which is spixritua}. And though it is said, "thig corruptible must
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality" (1 Cor_mt}uans 15:53), the change shall be such as will
accord with the declaration, "Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit
incorruption” (1 Corinthians 15:50). We shall be raised out of all corruption and corruptibility, out of aj] mortality, and
shall be the children of God, being the children of resurrection (Luke 20:36). (See also Declaration of 1693, Sewelr 's‘His.
tory, vol. II, pp. 383-384.)

"Our citizenship is in heaven" (RV), from whence also we look for the Savior the Lord Jesu
our vile body that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the workin
to subdue all things unto Himself (Philippians 3:20, 21).

rising and ascending
ut that all the wicked,
to the resurrection of
and proper being, and

s Christ, who shall change
g Whereby He js able even

We believe that the punishment of the wicked and the blessedness of me righteous shall be ey
declaration of our compassionate Redeemer, to whom the judgment is committed, "These
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life" (Matthew 25:46, RV).

erlasting; according to the
shall go away into eternal
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Baptism

We would express our continued conviction that our Lord appointed no outward rite or ceremony for observance in His
church. We accept every command of our Lord, in what we believe to be its genuine import, as absolutely conclusive.

The question of the use of outward ordinances is with us a question, not as to the authority of Christ, but as to His real
meaning.

We reverently believe that, as there is one Lord and one faith, so there is, under the Christian dispensation, but one
baptism (Ephesians 4:4, 5), even that whereby all believers are baptized in the one Spirit into the one body (1 Corinthians
12:13, RV). This is not an outward baptism with water, but a spiritual experience; not the putting away of the filth of the
flesh (1 Peter 3:21), but that inward work which, by transforming the heart and settling the soul upon Christ, brings forth
the answer of a good conscience towards God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, in the experience of His love and
power, as the risen and ascended Savior. No baptism in outward water can satisfy the description of the apostle, of being
buried with Christ by baptism unto death (Romans 6:4). It is with the Spirit alone that any can thus be baptized. In this
experience the announcement of the forerunner of our Lord is fulfilled, "He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and
with fire" (Matthew 3:11). In this view we accept the commission of our blessed Lord as given in Matthew 28:18-20 "And
Jesus came to them and spake unto them saying, 'All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye,
therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you, and lo, T am with you always, even unto the
end of the world' " (RV). This commission, as we believe, was not designed to set up a new ritual under the new covenant,
or to connect the initiation into a membership, in its nature essentially spiritual, with a mere ceremony of a typical
character. Otherwise it was not possible for the Apostle Paul, who was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostle (2
Corinthians 1:15), to have disclaimed that which would, in that case, have been of the essence of his commission when
he wrote, "Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel" (1 Corinthians 1:17). Whenever an external ceremony
is commanded, the particulars, the mode, and incidents of that ceremony become of its essence. There is an utter absenge
of these particulars in the text before us, which confirms our persuasion that the commission must be construed in
connection with the spiritual power which the risen Lord promised should attend the witness of His apostles and of the
church to Him, and which, after Pentecost, so mightily accompanied their ministry of the word and prayer, that those to
whom they were sent were introduced into an experience wherein they had a saving knowledge of, and living fellowship
with, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

The Supper of the Lord i,
Intimately connected with the conviction already expressed is the view that we h'ave ever mam@med as to the true supper
of the Lord. We are well aware that our Lord was pleased to make use of a variety of sym'b.ohc utterances, bpt He often
gently upbraided His disciples for accepting literally what He had intendeq only in its spiritual meaning. His legchmg,
as in His parables or in the command to wash one another’s feet, was often in symbols, and ought ever to bg rﬁcewed in
the light of His own emphatic declaration, "The words that I speak unto you, t}?ey are spirit, and they are life" (John 6:
63). The old covenant was full of ceremonial symbols; the new covenant, to which our Savior alluded at the last Supper,
is expressly declared by the prophet to be "not according to thg olq" (.Jeremlah 3i1:32; Hebljews 8:9)4. We cannot believe
that in setting up this new covenant the Lord Jesus intended an institution out of harmony with the spirit of this prophecy.
The eating of His body and the drinking of His blood cannot be an outward act. The)f truly parmke_qf mem who habmmlly
rest upon the sufferings and death of our Lord as their only hoPe, and t.o whom the indwelling Spirit gives to drink of the
fullness that is in Christ. It is this inward and spiritual partaking that is the true supper of the Lord.

The presence of Christ with His church is not designed to be by symbol or representation, but in thg real ‘communicatioril‘
of His own Spirit. "I will pray the Father, and he shall give you anoﬂwr Comfo.rter, {hat he may abide with you forever
(John 14:16). Convincing of sin, testifying of Jesus, taking of the thmgs of Christ, this blessed Comforter communicates
to the believer and to the church, in a gracious, abiding manifestation thg REAL PRESENCE of ghe Lord. As the great
Remembrancer, through whom the promise is fulfilled, He nced§ no ntgal or priestly 1?tervenuon in bringing to the
ience the true commemoration and communion. "Behold," saith the risen Redgeme'r, I stand at Q)c door, and knock
s hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me" (Revelation
szg?)il rl!:]anan espec}i,al mar{ner, when assembled for congregational worship, are believers invited to the festival of the
Sav ‘f eace, and, in a united act of faith and love, unfettered by any outward rite or ceremonial, to partake together
cip ¥ I:i h yt was broken and of the blood that was shed for them, without the gates of Jerusalem. In such a worship
Sxfelxlf‘ixioe:a;ﬂ?:d to understand the words of the apostle as expressive of a sweet and most real experience "The cup of
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blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the

communion of the body of Christ? For we being many are one bread, and one body for we are all partakers of that one
bread" (1 Corinthians 10:16, 17).

Public Worship

Worship is the adoring response of the heart and mind to the influence of the Spirit of God. It stands neither in forms nor
in the formal disuse of forms; it may be without words as well as with them, but it must be in spirit and in truth John 4:
24). We recognize the value of silence, not as an end, but as a means toward the attainment of the end; a silence, not of
listlessness or of vacant musing, but of holy expectation before the Lord. Having become His adopted children through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, it is our privilege to meet together and unite in the worship of Almighty God, to wait upon
Him for the renewal of our strength, for communion one with another, for the edification of believers in the exercise of
various spiritual gifts, and for the declaration of the glad tidings of salvation to the unconverted who may gather with us,
This worship depends not upon numbers. Where two or three are gathered together in the name of Christ there is a church

and Christ, the living Head, in the midst of them. Through His mediation, without the necessity for any inferio;
instrumentality, is the Father to be approached and reverently worshipped. The Lord Jesus has forever fulfilled and ended
the typical and sacrificial worship under the law, by the offering up of Himself upon the cross for us, once for all. He has
opened the door of access into the inner sanctuary, and graciously provided spiritual offerings for the service of His
temple, suited to the several conditions of all who worship in spirit and in truth. The broken and the contrite heart, the
confession of the soul prostrate before God, the prayer of the afflicted when he is overwhelmed, the earnest wrestling of
the spirit, the outpouring of humble thanksgiving, the spiritual song and melody of the heart (Ephesians 5:19), the simple
exercise of faith, the self-denying service of love, these are among the sacrifices which He, our merciful and faithful High

Priest, is pleased to prepare, by His Spirit, in the hearts of them that receive Him, and to present with acceptance unto
God.

By the immediate operations of the Holy Spirit, He, as the Head of the church, alone selects and
to present His messages or engage in other service for Him; and hence, we cannot commit any fo
one in our regular meetings for worship. We are well aware that the Lord has provided a diversi
12:4-6) for the needs both of the church and of the world, and we desire that the church may feel
the government of her Great Head, in doing her part to foster these gifts, and in making arran:
exercise.

qualifies those who are
rmal arrangement to any
ty of gifts (1 Corinthians
her responsibility, under
gements for their proper

It is not for individual exaltation, but for mutual profit, that the gifts are bestowed (1 Corinthians 12:7);
church, abiding under the government of Christ, is humbly and thankfully to receive and exercise the:
her Holy Head. The church that quenches the Spirit and lives to itself alone must die.

and every living
m 1n subjection to

We believe the preaching of the Gospel to be one of the chief means, divinely appointed, for the s
tidings of life and salvation through our crucified Redeemer, for the awakening and conversion o
comfort and edification of believers. As it is the prerogative of the Great Head of the church alone
ministers of His Gospel, so we believe that both the gift and the qualification to exercise it must be
from Him, and that, as in the primitive church, so now also, He confers spiritual gifts upon women
agreeably to the prophecy recited by the Apostle Peter, "It shall come to pass in the last days, sai
of my Spirit upon all flesh and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy" (Acts 2:17),
declares, "The promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even
shall call" (Acts 2:39). As the gift is freely received so it is to be freely exercised (Matthew
in simple obedience to the will of God.

preading of the glad
f sinners, and for the
to select and call the
derived Immediately
as well as upon men,
th God, T wil] pour out
respecting which the apostle
as many as the Lord our God
10:8; see also Acts 20:33-35),

Spiritual gifts, precious as they are, must not be mistaken for grace; they add to our responsibility, but do not raise the
minister above his brethren or sisters. They must be exercised in continued dependence upon our Lord, anq blessed is
that ministry in which man is humbled, and Christ and His grace exalted. "He that is greatest among you," saiq our Lord
and Master, "let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve . . . [ am among you as he thag serveth"
(Luke 22:26, 27).
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While the church cannot confer spiritual gifts, it is its duty to recognize and foster them, and to promote their efficiency
by all the means in its power. And while, on the one hand, the Gospel should never be preached for money (Acts 8:20;
20:33-35), on the other, it is the duty of the church to make such provision that it shall never be hindered for want of it.

The church, if true to her allegiance, cannot forget her part in the command, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). Knowing that it is the Spirit of God that can alone prepare and qualify the
instruments who fulfill this command, the true disciple will be found still sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening that he may
learn, and learning that he may obey. He humbly places himself at his Lord's disposal, and, when he hears the call,
"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" is prepared to respond, in childlike reverence and love,

"Here am [; send
me" (Isaiah 6:8).

Prayer and Praise

Prayer is the outcome of our sense of need, and of our continual dependence upon God. He who uttered the invitation,
"Ask, and it shall be given you" (Matthew 7:7), is Himself the Mediator and High Priest who, by His Spirit, prompts the
petition, and who presents it with acceptance before God. With such an invitation, prayer becomes the duty and the
privilege of all who are called by His name. Prayer is, in the awakened soul, the utterance of the cry, "God be merciful
to me a sinner" (Luke 18:13), and, at every stage of the believer's course, prayer is essential to his spiritual life. A life
without prayer is a life practically without God. The Christian's life is a continual asking. The thirst that prompts the
petition produces, as it is satisfied, still deeper longings, which prepare for yet more bounteous supplies, from Him who
delights to bless. Prayer is not confined to the closet. When uttered in response to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, it
becomes an important part of public worship, and, whenever the Lord's people meet together in His name, it is their
privilege to wait upon Him for the spirit of grace and supplications (Zechariah 12:10). A life of prayer cannot be other
than a life of praise. As the peace of Christ reigns in the church, her living members accept all that they receivg as from

His pure bounty, and each day brings them fresh pledges of their Father's love. Satisfied with the goodness of His hpuse.

whether as individuals, in families, or in congregations, they will be still praising Him (Psalm 84:4), heart answering to

heart, "Bless the Lord, O my soul and all that is within me, bless his holy name" (Psalm 103:1).

Liberty of Conscience in Its Relation to Civil Government

That conscience should be free, and that in matters of religious doctrine and worship man is accountable only to God,
are truths which are plainly declared in the New Testament; and which are confirmed by the whole scopg of the Gqspel.
and by the example of our Lord and His disciples. To rule over the conscience,'and to command the spiritual allegiance
of His creature man, is the high and sacred prerogative of God alone. In religion every act ought to be free. A forced
worship is plainly a contradiction in terms, under that dispensation in which the worship of the Father must be in spirit
and in truth (John 4:24).

We have ever maintained that it is the duty of Christians to obey th_e enactments of civil goyemrpent, except Lhose.wluch
interfere with our allegiance to God. We owe much to.it's bless1.ngs. Through it we enjoy liberty and pnfotec_:uon, in
connection with law and order. Civil government is a divine ordinance (Roman; 1.3:1; 1 Peter 2:13-16), instituted to
promote the best welfare of man, hence magistrates are to be‘ regarded as God's mmls.ters who should be a terror to evil
doers and a praise to them that do well. Therefore, it is with us a matter of conscience to render them respect and
obedience in the exercise of their proper functions.

x:r:ir:;ieis an institution graciously ordained by the Creator Himsglf, for the help and continuanpe of the human fami!y.
It is not a mere civil contract, and ought never to be entered upon without a reference Fo the sanction and blessing of Him
who ordained it. It is a solemn engagement for the term of life (Mgtthe\y 19:5, 6), designed fo? the m}ntua] assistance and
comfort of both sexes, that they may be helpmeets to each other in things temporal and sp}ntual. To this end it should
imply concurrence in spiritual as well as temporal concerns, and should be entered upon discreetly, soberly, and in the
fear of the Lord.
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Peace

We feel bound explicitly to avow our unshaken persuasion that all war is utterly incompatible with the plain precepts of
our divine Lord and Law-giver, and the whole spirit of His Gospel, and that no plea of necessity or policy, however
urgent or peculiar, can avail to release either individuals or nations from the paramount allegiance which they owe to Him
who hath said, "Love your enemies" (Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:27). In enjoining this love, and the forgiveness of injuries,
He who has bought us to Himself has not prescribed for man precepts which are incapable of being carried into practice,
or of which the practice is to be postponed until all shall be persuaded to act upon them. We cannot doubt that they are
incumbent now, and that we have in the prophetic Scriptures the distinct intimation of their direct application not only

to individuals, but to nations also (Isaiah 2:4, Micah 4:1). When nations conform their laws to this divine teaching, wars
must necessarily cease.

We would, in humility, but in faithfulness to our Lord, express our firm persuasion that all the exigencies of civi]
government and social order may be met under the banner of the Prince of Peace, in strict conformity with His commands,

Oaths

We hold it to be the inalienable privilege of the disciple of the Lord Jesus that his statements concerning matters of fact
within his knowledge should be accepted, under all circumstances, as expressing his belief as to the fact asserted, We rest
upon the plain command of our Lord and Master, "Swear not at all" (Matthew 5:34); and we believe any departure from
this standard to be prejudicial to the cause of truth and to that confidence between man and man, the maintenance of
which is indispensable to our mutual well being. This command, in our persuasion, applies not to profane swearing only,

but to judicial oaths also. It abrogates any previous permission to the contrary, and is, for the Christian, absolutely
conclusive.

The First Day of the Week

Whilst the remembrance of our Creator ought to be at all times present with the Christian, we would express our
thankfulness to our Heavenly Father that He has been pleased to honor the setting apart of one day in seven for the
purpose of holy rest, religious duties, and public worship; and we desire that all under our name may ayail themselves
of this great privilege as those who are called to be risen with Christ, and to seek those things that are above where He
sitteth at the right hand of God (Colossians 3:1). May the release thus granted from other occupations be diligently
improved. On this day of the week especially ought the households of Friends to be assembled for the reading of the
Seriptures and for waiting upon the Lord; and we trust that, in a Christianly wise economy of our time and strength, the
engagements of the day may be so ordered as not to frustrate the gracious provision thus made for ug by our Heavenly
Father, or to shut out the opportunity either for public worship or for private retirement and devotional reading,

In presenting this declaration of our Christian faith, we desire that all our members may be afresh encouraged, in humility
and devotedness, to renewed faithfulness in fulfilling their part in the great mission of the church, and through the church
to the world around us, in the name of our crucified Redeemer. Life from Christ, life in Christ, must ey

L ! er be the basis of
life for Christ. For this we have been created and redeemed, and by this alone can the longings of our immortal souls be
satisfied.
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FRIENDS PRACTICE:
THE FORM
OF GOVERNMENT

FRIENDS AS A DENOMINATION

The denomination of Friends consists of yearly meetings with their constituent branches and delegate structures around
the world. The bond of union is maintained by annual correspondence between them, by issuing and receiving the
credentials of ministers, by granting and receiving certificates of membership, by joint participation in various ministries,
and by occasional gatherings. Each yearly meeting is independent from others in the declaration of its doctrinal covenant
and the transaction of its business. Cooperation has resulted in groupings of yearly meetings and shared statements of
faith, as described in the "Historical Statement."

Friends recognize and emphasize that Jesus Christ is the head of the Church, that He dwells in the midst of His people
as well as in their hearts, and that He guides the understanding of believers, thus enabling them individually and
corporately to obey His will. Friends believe that Christ confers upon each believer some special gift or gifts to be exer-
cised faithfully according to ability. In the church, members have equal rights and privileges varying only in accordance
with the nature of their gifts and their faithfulness in exercising them. There are no distinctions in the rights, privileges,
or responsibilities of members because of gender, color, or race. Friends polity is connectional, rather than congregational
or episcopal; therefore the yearly meeting represents the highest court of appeal in matters of faith and practice.

The business of the church is transacted in regular, announced sessions, in which every active member has a right to
participate. Deliberations are aimed at determining the will of God rather than collecting majority opinions. It is expected,
therefore, that worship shall surround business deliberations and that policies and practices shall reflect Christian unity.
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FRIENDS OF
NORTHWEST YEARLY MEETING

Admission to Membership

The churches of Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends welcome into membership all who make a profession of faith in

Jesus Christ, whose lives testify to their union with Him, and who accept Christian beliefs as held by Friends (see "What
Friends Believe," pp. 5-7).

A Friends Church

A congregation of Friends fully established is called a local church (or meeting). Its organization consists of all persons
recorded on its list of members. Clerks, elders, and pastors provide spiritual and moral guidance. It is through official
recognition of spiritual gifts and qualities in certain persons that positions of leadership in public ministry are filled,
Appointments are made to other positions.

Purpose

Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends is committed to the spread of the Gospel through proclamation, fellowship, and
service. The underlying purpose of each office, department, and activity of the local church and the Yearly Meeting is
to exalt Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and to so witness the Gospel that persons will be converted and brought into
Christ's Kingdom.

Area Sessions
Iocal churches are organized into regional Areas, which sponsor rallies and conferences of various kinds for the common
good of the churches. Business matters are minimal.

Yearly Meeting Sessions

Yearly Meeting sessions occur annually, providing opportunity for inspiration, fellowship, and edification, as wel] a5 for
the transaction of business. Local churches send official representatives (outlined below, p. 21). Various boards and
committees submit their reports and hold their meetings.

Leadership: nomenclature and terms of office
The word "clerk" is used uniformly to designate presiding officers of the Yearly Meeting, its constituent bodies, and its
local churches. The term "secretary"” especially for committees, may be an accepted alternative to "recording clerk "
Instead of "vice-chairman," "assistant clerk" is used. Descriptively, the terms "preside over" and "presiding clerk" an:e
appropriate. In case of absence or incapacity, leadership passes from presiding clerk to assistant clerk to recording clerk
For related organizations connected with Northwest Yearly Meeting, these terms need not apply. For them, ;

"
; : director"
or "president” may be appropriate alternatives to "chairman" or "clerk."

In order to develop spiritual and administrative leadership, it is recommended that local and Area appointments and the
internal appointments of the Yearly Meeting generally should not extend beyond six to ten continuoug
particular responsibility. At the Yearly Meeting level, where some organizations have representation named
sources, a combined period of up to ten years continuous service may be considered adequate.

years in any
from different

Only active members may serve the local church as officers, elders, ministers, trustees, or clerks of standin,
only active members may serve on the Nominating Committee or as representatives to Yearly Meetin
members may serve the Yearly Meeting as its officers or on its councils, boards, or commissions,

g commmces;
g. Only active
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ORGANIZATION
OF THE LOCAL CHURCH

Structure and Function

Meetings for Worship

Sunday and midweek meetings for instruction, worship, evangelism, and discipleship are held as scheduled. Special
meetings and changes of schedule should be given sufficient announcement.

Business Meetings

Regularly scheduled business sessions occur at intervals of not more than three months. If business must be continued
at the call of the clerk, it shall be so announced in a regular Sunday morming meeting for worship prior to the session. A
special business session may be called if it seems necessary in the judgment of the presiding clerk or the pastor and if
similar provision is made for its advertisement. All active members are encouraged to participate in speaking to business
and making decisions in these business meetings.

Responsibilities of the Local Church

The local church is a general policy-making body. It has authority to call and contract pastoral services; to adopt the
annual budget; to accept and dismiss members; to hold and administer real estate and other property for the use of the
church; to initiate and sponsor an extension church or mission congregation (see p. 25); to consider, adopt, and carry out
measures in the interest of the church and of the community at large.

Incorporation
Local churches are encouraged to secure legal incorporation, in harmony with the Faith and Practice of Northwest Yearly
Meeting and state laws (see p. 58).

Representation in the Area

Each church appoints annually one of its members to serve on the Area Nominating Committee. If an Area fails to |
appoint a Nominating Committee, appointments to Yearly Meeting boards will be made by the boards themselves. |
Geographic representation will be considered to the degree possible. ‘

Representation in the Yearly Meeting Sessions

The local church makes annual appointments to the Council of Representatives. It may appoint one person for each fifty
resident active members or major fraction thereof as of the previous Yearly Meeting statistical report. Each local church
is entitled to at least two representatives; each extension church is entitled to one. If the church has an Administrative
Committee, at least one of these representatives shall serve on it. An additional representative may be appointed by a
mission point at the discretion of the mother church or the Yearly Meeting. Alternates may be appointed at the discretion
of the church (see p. 34).

Officers of the Local Church

Clerks

A member of the church is appointed annually to preside over all business sessions. The presiding clerk, acting on behalf
of the church, signs all of its official documents except those designated to the trustees. The clerk gives guidance to the
committees and is an ex officio officer of them. Qua]ities .dcsirt':d in a clerk are sound judgment, spiritual discernment,
and ability to determine the will of the body in business deliberations. The church also appoints annually a recording clerk
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to keep faithful records of all business proceedings and to provide copies to those authorized to request them. An assistant
clerk and/or reading clerk also may be appointed.

Other Officers

Each church appoints one of its members to serve as treasurer; another person, perhaps the recording clerk, to serve as
statistician for keeping accurate records of membership, births, deaths, marriages, and transfers; and other officers as
needed. Each church selects a reporter to release items of interest to the NWYM Connection or F, riends Voice and other
media and to secure suitable memorials for deceased Friends and forward them to the Yearly Meeting sessions.

Qualifications

All officers, trustees, elders, and committee clerks, and all persons on the Nominating Committee and the Administrative
Committee are to be resident active members of the church.

Committees of the Local Church

Committees are appointed by the church to oversee departmental interests and activities. These committees ar
Education, Missions, Peace and Social Concerns, Nominating, and Stewardship (which includes the trustees).
and Administrative committees are optional. Except as otherwise provided, each committee organizes itself by appointing
a presiding clerk, an assistant clerk, and a recording clerk (or secretary). Other officers and committees may be appointed
as needed. Clerks of committees should determine that the various areas of interest and concern are responsibly
represented.

¢ Elders,
Fine Arts

Elders
The Committee of Elders is composed of three or more active members of the church (men and women) who are
collectively responsible to the church for its pastoral leadership and for the oversight of its spiritual and mora] welfare,
Elders should be recognized for lives guided by the Holy Spirit and for spiritual discernment and maturity. They should
be experienced in Friends practices and committed to Friends beliefs as set forth in this book of Faith and Practice. They
serve for terms of three years, the terms of one-third expiring each year. Normally, service is limited to no more than two
consecutive terms unless another qualified person is unavailable. When circumstances require, subcommittees of
individuals may be appointed for special responsibilities, such as counseling, pastoral relations, evangelism, and fine arts
if there is no separate committee; and some tasks may be delegated to the Administrative Committee. Although the
Committee of Elders is to maintain oversight of the church generally, it is specifically charged with the following
responsibilities:
1. Uphold the Christian beliefs of Friends as set forth in this Faith and Practice and see that officers
missionaries, and teachers affirm them.
2. Determine policies concerning worship and Christian fellowship; encourage members of the church to attend these
meetings faithfully; appoint and supervise ushers and greeters for all regular church meetings,
3. Recommend to the church the calling of pastors and other ministers, with their terms of service, after co
general superintendent of the Yearly Meeting.
4. Support the pastoral ministries through cooperation and counsel.
8. Oversee programs of evangelism, discipleship, and community outreach; arrange for special and supply minist
n consultation with the pastor. Ty
6. Seek out those whom God may be calling into ministry or missionary service, nurturing their Spiritual growt}
disceming and fostering their gifts, and, as appropriate, facilitating their process of recording if they are in b :
with the Faith and Practice of the Yearly Meeting. ROy
7. Counsel members in respect to their spiritual welfare and maturity, possibly providin
members whose conduct is unbecoming the Gospel (see pp. 51-52 for guidance in deali
8. Review, prepare, and recommend applicants for membership.

» Ministers,

nsulling the

ga ?ovmg discipline of
ng with offenses),

July, 1999 22

9. Encourage private devotions and the practice of Bible reading and prayer in families.

10. Encourage the formation and maintenance of Bible study groups.

11. Foster a concern for mission points and extension churches, and help secure persons for such outreach ministry.
12. Nominate members to serve on the church Nominating Committee.

13. Keep in touch with nonresident members.

14. Consider a member's request for short-term service within the Yearly Meeting.

Education

The Education Committee is composed of three or more persons appointed for terms of three years, the terms of one-third

expiring each year. Normally, service is limited to no more than two consecutive terms unless another qualified person

is unavailable. The Committee initiates and supervises the education of children, youth, and adults. Its concerns include

Sunday school, day school, Friends Youth, vacation Bible school, clubs, camping and retreats, and the church library.

With subcommittees or individuals appointed for special areas, the Committee carries these responsibilities:

1. Coordinate church education ministries, to avoid overlap and conflict either in schedule or personnel, and provide
leadership training.

2. Appoint personnel involved in these ministries and nominate to the church the general superintendent of the Sunday
school.

3. Cooperate with the elders in calling and appointing youth ministers or directors.

4. Select suitable curricula for all educational activities, using approved Yearly Meeting or Evangelical Friends

International programs.

Recommend improvements in physical facilities and equipment.

Make sure that Friends beliefs are understood and taught.

Provide for nursery care and children's worship.

Encourage the youth of the church to attend a Friends school or college; admonish all, especially those who attend

secular schools, to maintain a consistent Christian witness.

9. Promote individual and church support for the schools sponsored by Northwest Yearly Meeting, such as George
Fox University and local church-sponsored schools such as Greenleaf Friends Academy.

10. Encourage members to participate in local school organizations.

OORSSIHONLRY

Missions
The Missions Committee is composed of three or more persons appointed for terms of three years, the terms of one-third |
expiring each year. Normally, service is limited to no more than two consecutive terms unless another qualified person |
s unavailable. Using subcommittees or individuals for special duties, the Comm‘ittee carries these responsibilities: |
1. Keep the church informed about missions and encourage prayer and financial support.

2. Cooperate with other churches in planning and conducting Area missions conferences.

3' Nurture the spiritual growth and gifts of those interested in missionary service, encouraging them to seek appropriate

education and cross-cultural preparation. . )
4. Promote intercultural communication, visitation, and activities.

Peace and Social Concerns |
The Peace and Social Concemns Committee is conrpo§ed pf lhree or more persons appointed for terms of three years, the
of one-third expiring each year. Normally, service is limited to no more than two consecutive terms unless another
[C;Tllisﬁed person is unavailable. Using subcommittees or individuals for special duties, the Committee carries the
?ollowing responsibilities: .
1. Provide programs of physical assistance to those in need, whgther members or not. v i %
2. Recommend and promote special relief and development projects, local and world-wide, giving priority to those
' sponsored by the Yearly Meeting Board of Peace @d Social Concerns.
3. Foster throughout the church the Friends peace tes'tllmony, .
. Counsel youth about conscientious objection to military service. . .
5. Encourage careful preparation for marriage and promote programs that foster successful family living.
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6. Provide instruction about dangers in the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs.

Encourage the church to support legislation conducive to sound moral principles and to protest morally destructive
legislation or policies.

8.  Support suitable sex education.
9. Provide guidance in respect to the popular media.

Stewardship

The Stewardship Committee is composed of three or more persons appointed for terms of three years, the terms of one-
third expiring each year. Of these, three or more active members of the church are appointed to serve as trustees for terms
of three years, the terms of one-third expiring each year. Normally. service is limited to no more than two consecutive
terms unless another qualified person is unavailable. The Committee includes the church treasurer in its membership.
Using subcommittees or individuals for special duties, the Committee with advice and assistance from the Ppastor carries
the following responsibilities:

1. Prepare an annual budget in consultation with other committees, and present it for approval to the church in business
session.

2. Consider and approve proposals for special offerings and non-budget expenditures.

3. Supervise the treasurer and provide for an audit of the books.

4. Plan budget funding in cooperation with the church.

5. Promote education in the stewardship of time, talents, and money.

6. Give guidance in estate planning.

7. Provide adequate retirement coverage for ministers, in cooperation with other churches.

The duties of the #rustees as legal agents of the church are as follows:

8. Hold and care for all church properties.

9. Receive and administer all proceeds from wills, endowments, and other gifts as directed by the donors and the
church.

10. Provide archival custody of all except current church records.

11. Transact real estate purchases and sales and execute mortgages and other legal instruments as directed by the church,

12. Secure and maintain adequate insurance.

13. Budget payable taxes and insurance premiums.

14. Employ and supervise custodial services.

15. Establish policies about the use of church facilities.

Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is appointed by the church upon nomination by the elders. It is composed of three or more
active members of the church, the terms of one-third expiring each year. Normally, service is limited to no more than
two consecutive terms unless another qualified person is unavailable. The Committee retains its identity throughout the
year in order to act when there is a vacancy in any office under its jurisdiction. By the last business session of the church
year, the committee with advice and assistance from the pastor presents nominations to the church for alj offices and
committee memberships, having endeavored to secure the best information possible regarding capabilities appropriate
to the different offices. If so instructed, it designates by name the clerks of the main committees,

The Administrative Committee (optional)

Some local or extension churches may find it useful to appoint an Administrative Committee, This committee is
accountable to the church, and it reports its actions to the business sessions. It consists of the pastor, the
recording clerks, the presiding clerks of the main committees, and at least one of the representatives
Meeting. Other active members may be included at the discretion of the church. If the business sessions
are held quarterly, the Administrative Committee meets each month in the interim between sessions, Additi
may be called by the presiding clerk and/or the pastor, either of whom may be designated by the church ¢
the meetings of the Committee.

presiding and
to the Yearly
of the church
onal meetings
0 preside over
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Fine Arts (optional)

The Fine Arts Committee is composed of three or more persons appointed for terms of three years, the terms of one-third |
expiring each year. Normally, service is limited to no more than two consecutive terms unless another qualified person ‘
is unavailable. The Committee is accountable to the elders, but if no such committee is appointed, the duties devolve upon
the elders. Using special subcommittees or individuals, the Committee carries the following responsibilities:

1. Plan music appropriate for worship.

2. Plan and implement musical programs for social occasions.
3. Encourage development and use of gifts in the arts.
4. Encourage programs utilizing drama for Christian purposes.
5. Foster an appreciation of the arts on a high moral and cultural level.
6. Plan exhibits of arts and crafts.
Opening and Closing Churches
Opening a New Work

A new work may be started by the elders of a local church, by several churches, or by the Yearly Meeting Board of
Evangelism. When a person or a group desires to initiate a work, the authorization of one of these bodies should first be
secured.

Mission Points

Unless organized by a substantial group of Friends from a local church (see below), a religious work that is duly
authorized and carried on by Friends leadership is designated in its first phase as a mission point. It may consist of a
Sunday school, a prayer meeting, a Bible study class, or a preaching point. It may meet in a home or any other convenient
building, Very little local organization is required, inasmuch as all of its affairs are administered by the body under whose
leadership it has been initiated.

Extension Churches

When a mission has developed sufficiently so that in the judgment of the initiating body it could become a local church,
its sponsoring group petitions the Yearly Meeting Board of Evangelism to organize it as an extension church. The Board,
at its discretion, may do so by guiding the mission congregation into a simple but functional organization, appointing one
or more of its own members to handle local affairs.

Several families of Friends from established churches who live in a region where there is no Friends work may wish to
form a new congregation. They may petition a conveniently situated local church or the Board of Evangelism and follow
the procedure as outlined above. The Yearly Meeting Board of Eva.ngelis.m, after consultatipn with the local congregation
and the general superintendent, will select and secure pastoral leadership, as well as provide general supervision of the
extension church. Such supervision implies no financial obligation on its part other than that which it may voluntarily
assume. The Board may petition a local church, preferably the initiating one, to share in the sponsorship of the
congregation, with or without financial obligation. Friends'and others may become mempers of the extension church
through regular procedures (see pp. 46-48). They are lheq listed separately as dual nopre51dent members by the parent
church (but not included in its statistical report) and as resndgnt members by the extension church (which includes them
in its statistical report). The clerk of the extension church notifies the clerk of the parent church concerning the reception
and transfer of members to other churches.

Once established in accordance with the procedures outlined above, the extension church thereaﬁgr appoints its own
officers and committees annually, subject to the approval gf th.e Yearly Mecling Board of Evangglxsm The extension
church appoints annually one member to the Area Nommatlng Committee, repomng |ts.appAomlmenl to the Area
Superintendent; and one member to the_Yearly Mgctmg Council of Representatives, reporting its appointment to the
Yearly Meeting clerk. A standard statistical report is prepared annually.
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An extension church is responsible for contributing toward the financial support of the Yearly Meeting programs. Its
proportionate share of the Yearly Meeting budget is on the same terms as those of a local church. All property rights
mvolved in connection with an extension church are vested in the Yearly Meeting through its Trustees, or, atkthe
discretion of the Board of Evangelism, in some incorporated Friends church within the same state. Projects for buying,

building, and remodeling are to be submitted to the proper agencies of the Yearly Meeting and their approval secured
before action is taken (see p. 36).

New Local Churches

An extension church may request the sponsoring body to take proper steps toward its establishment as a new local church,
Likewise the sponsoring church may take the initiative, making sure to secure the concurrence of the extension church,
When such action has been approved by the local church, the extension church petitions the Yearly Meeting Board of
Evangelism, proposing time and place for business sessions and Area affinity. Upon receiving notification of Board
approval, the extension church is authorized to proceed with full organization as a local church.

Merger of Churches

When two or more local or extension churches propose to unite into one new local church, each church must give careful
consideration to the merger. After they have consulted the general superintendent and after each has taken official action
to approve the merger, the general superintendent carries their request to the Council of Elders. When sanction by this
Council has been secured, the churches proceed to unify their business sessions, their officers and committees, their
services, and their holdings. They consult the Yearly Meeting Trustees about proper handling of real estate and other
assets. The united church selects its official name and chooses the site and facilities appropriate to its need, Membership
of merging churches is transferred en masse to the new church. If the constituent churches are located in different Areas,
the new church petitions the Yearly Meeting for affiliation with the Area of its choice.

Discontinuance of Churches

When irregularity of procedure or deterioration of status appears in a local or extension church, the Council of Elders has
authority to make careful investigation through its officers or the Board of Evangelism. It advises in cases of difficulty,
endeavoring to help the church to maintain its active relationship with the Yearly Meeting and with the community. If
the Council of Elders judges the church to be ineffective or out of unity with Friends Faith and Practice, the Board of
Evangelism, acting for the Yearly Meeting, may discontinue the church, or it may effect a union with another Friends
church. It will then transfer the membership en masse. Alternatively, the local church experiencing difficulty may be
given the status of an extension church.

Return to Extension Church Status

The Yearly Meeting Board of Evangelism or the local church that is involved may initiate action to consider whether the
church should return to the status of an extension church. The Board appoints a committee to assess the situation, in
coaperation with the local church or a committee appointed by it. If by common agreement and official action of the local
church the change appears to be in order, the Board of Evangelism then assumes supervision of the church as outlined
above. The new status continues until action to change the status is again appropriate.

Nomenclature

The word "Friends" is to be included in the name of a Friends group in any stage of its development; for example
Pennville Friends Mission Point, Pennville Friends Extension Church, or Pennville Friends Church, o
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Changes in Affiliation

New Areas

Local churches may petition the Yearly Meeting to establish, discontinue, divide, or redefine an Area, or to unite two or
more Areas (see below). They may also request transfer of their affiliation from one Area to another.

New Yearly Meetings

Areas whose members wish to be set off and established as a new yearly meeting should inform the Yearly Meeting of
that desire and of the concurrence of the constituent churches in the proposal. The Yearly Meeting then considers the
proposal and makes a decision. If action is favorable and a new yearly meeting is to be established, the Yearly Meeting
appoints a committee, not to exceed ten in number, to attend the opening of the new yearly meeting and to present the
authorizing minute and inaugurate sessions in accordance with Friends form of government (see pp. 19, 53).

Church Communications

A local or extension church may send to the Area business session any excerpts from its minutes that it desires to have
forwarded to the Yearly Meeting for its deliberation and action, or it may send the excerpts directly to the Yearly Meeting.

These may propose joint action in establishing mission points, or may express concerns about the welfare and Christian
witness of the churches of the Yearly Meeting.
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ORGANIZATION OF AREAS

Formation

The Yearly Meeting may authorize the grouping of new or existing local churches with their sponsored extension
churches and mission points into administrative entities known as Areas. Division into Areas is made on the basis of
geographical proximity or accessibility, with consideration given to local preferences.

Membership

An Area consists of all the local and extension churches and mission points within its limits and all their listed members.

Officers

The Area officers, active resident members appointed annually, are as follows: the secretaries, representing the boards
of the Yearly Meeting, one from each board; the Area representative on the Yearly Meeting Executive Council; and a
recording secretary. The secretary for the Board of Evangelism serves as Area superintendent; the secretary for the Board
of Stewardship, as treasurer. Except for the recording secretary, these officers are appointed as members of their
respective Yearly Meeting boards. They are chosen on the basis of a vital and knowledgeable interest in the board's
responsibilities and their willingness and ability to attend regularly the announced meetings. All officers are nominated
to the Area in business session by a committee composed of Friends named by each of the constituent local and extension
churches (see pp. 21, 25-26). The Area superintendent convenes and instructs the Nominating Committee, presiding until
a clerk is named. If for any reason an Area fails to make appointments to Yearly Meeting boards, those appointments
will be made by the boards themselves.

Railies and Conferences

Each Area holds rallies or conferences three times a year: fall, winter, and spring. These rallies or conferences are
planned and supervised by the Area superintendent in cooperation with the other officers so that the work of the various
boards may be adequately presented. The Areas also provide opportunity for public information and support of special
programs of the Yearly Meeting, Worship and inspiration should be balanced with program promotion,

Business Meetings

Areas have at least one business session a year in order to elect officers, hear the financial report, receive and approve
the annual budget, and consider and approve concerns to be forwarded to the churches or the Yearly Meeting. Adjourned
sessions may be scheduled if ample notice is given to the churches. A special business session may be called by the Area
superintendent at the request of two or more clerks of local churches or the Yearly Meeting general superintendent.
Notification and agenda are sent to the clerks of local and extension churches in time for announcement in a

Sunday
meeting for worship.
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ORGANIZATION OF THE
YEARLY MEETING

General Organization

Composition and Powers

The Yearly Meeting consists of the members of the local churches and Areas, It possesses complete legislative, judicial,
and administrative authority. It has the authority to counsel, admonish, and discipline its constituent churches: to institute
measures and provide means for the promotion of truth and righteousness; to inaugurate and maintain departments of
evangelistic outreach and philanthropic work. It may review the proceedings of any church and give advice and
instruction to the churches when requested or when considered necessary by the Yearly Meeting. Its officers and all

persons serving its internal organizations are resident active members of Northwest Yearly Meeting. Any exceptions must
be approved by the Yearly Meeting or its Executive Council.

Time and Purpose of the Annual Sessions

The annual sessions of Northwest Yearly Meeting are held at Newberg, Oregon, at times determined by the Yearly
Meeting or its Executive Council. (See Yearly Meeting Minutes for current schedule.) Sessions may be held elsewhere
by adjournment or action of the Meeting. The sessions are opened by the presiding clerk, who directs the representatives
from the churches to make nominations at once to fill vacancies, on a pro tem or regular basis, as the case may require.
If the presiding clerk is absent, the sessions are opened in turn by the assistant clerk or the recording clerk. These annual
sessions are held in order for Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends to determine policies and procedures appropriate to
its mission, to communicate them to members of the churches, and to find fellowship and unity through worship and
instruction.

Business Procedures ‘

1. Business presented as an expression of concern is forwarded from the churches, from Areas, from councils, frqm
constituent bodies of the Yearly Meeting, or from other yearly meetings through official correspondence. Also, with
the consent of the presiding clerk, business may be laid before the Yearly Meeting by any of its members. The
Business Committee (see p. 44) facilitates the flow of business to the clerk in proper form and sequence.

2. The clerk may call for action by the Meeting or, if the matter requires discussion or mvestlgagon beyond what can
be handled in open session, may refer it to the Council of Representatives or to a special committee for consideration
and recommendation before the Meeting takes formal action. g

3. Proposals from the churches or Areas are to be subnﬁngd in writing as excerpts frqm their minutes and are to be held

' over at least one day subsequent to their introductior_x in order to allow dehberatl_on‘. All proposals for arnendment
to this Faith and Practice must be submitted in writing and referred after preliminary approval to the Revision
Committee before final action (see p. 44). '

4. The Council of Elders reports to the Yearly Meeting in ‘p]enary session its summary of the state of the church,

. allowing time for prayerful considgmtion of issues raised by the report and by any attached judgments or
interpretations offered by the Council of Elders. “

5. The Yearly Meeting receives and decides all cases of appeal from the decisions of local churches which may be

. brought before it (see p. 52 for procedures).
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Officers of the Yearly Meeting

Presiding Clerk

The presiding clerk of the Yearly Meeting is the presiding officer at the annual sessions. The clerk also presides over the
Executive Council, makes all needful preparations for presenting the business of the Meeting at the next annual sessions,
and oversees the scheduling of board presentations at these sessions. The clerk's interpretations of Faith and Practice are
final unless overruled by Yearly Meeting action.

The presiding clerk of the Yearly Meeting serves as correspondent receiving and answering official communications,
signing epistles and other documents issued to yearly meetings or associations, endorsing official certificates for members

liberated for service in foreign lands, and signing certain documents and transcripts of record that require official
certification.

At an early business session, the Council of Representatives nominates to the Yearly Meeting a person to serve as
presiding clerk for the following year. If the nomination is approved, the newly appointed clerk assumes office
immediately upon the close of the Yearly Meeting sessions.

Other Clerks

The Yearly Meeting also appoints on nomination by the Council of Representatives the following officers: an assistant
clerk, who reads official communications to the Meeting and keeps sufficiently informed about the business agenda to
take the place of an absent presiding clerk; a recording clerk, who records and reads the minutes of the sessions; an
assistant recording clerk, who compiles the Yearly Meeting directory for inclusion in the annual Minutes; an announcing
clerk, who organizes and presents pertinent announcements; and a statistician, who annually gathers and publishes useful
statistics about church membership and activities.

General Superintendent

On nomination by the Executive Council the Yearly Meeting appoints a person to serve as general superintendent, one
who is well qualified by maturity, experience, and executive ability to exercise general supervisory care over all work
in the Yearly Meeting. The initial appointment is for a term of two years. At the close of the first year and annually
thereafter as services prove to be satisfactory, effective, and in the will of the Lord, the appointment is extended for an
additional year. This system of advance appointment permits long-range planning and a smooth transition to a successor.
The general superintendent is authorized to convene any board or committee of the Yearly Meeting in case of a vacancy
in the presiding office, and is an ex officio member of all administrative units. The superintendent gives special
administrative concern to programs of evangelism and Christian discipleship; to placement, encouragement, and counse|
of pastors, evangelists, and missionaries; to promotion of conferences leading to spiritual renewal and nurture; and to
organization of new meetings.

Associate Superintendent

The Yearly Meeting appoints annually a person well qualified by maturity and experience to serve as an associate with
the superintendent. The initial appointment is for a term of two years. At the close of the first year and annually thereafter
as services prove to be satisfactory, effective, and in the will of the Lord, the appointment is extended for an additional
year. Nomination to this appointment comes from the Executive Council, with the advice and approval of the general
superintendent. Under the supervision of the general superintendent, the associate may be assigned administrative
responsibility within the Yearly Meeting and may attend meetings of the organizations at their request or the request of
the general superintendent.

Field Secretaries

As the needs of Yearly Meeting organizations may require, the Yearly Meeting may appoint or employ field secretaries
to supervise and promote the work. These field secretaries are nominated by the Executive Council upon the request of
interested organizations and with the advice and approval of the general superintendent. The Executive Council specifies
their compensation. They are accountable to the Yearly Meeting through the general superintendent,
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Treasurer

On qoxmnation by the Executive Council, the Yearly Meeting appoints annually a person to serve as treasurer. This officer
receives money from the churches and other sources for Yearly Meeting use and disburses funds as directed by the Yearly

Meeting. The treasurer is authorized to receive and issue official receipts for all legacies, donations, or other funds
requiring a formal legal acknowledgment, and to submit an annual report.

Director of Development
The Department of Development (Friends Fund) appoints annually,
to serve as Director of Development to oversee the work of the Dep!

duty of the Director of Development is to encourage individuals
Meeting.

subject to approval of the Executive Council, a person
artment of Development (Friends Fund). The primary
0 consider deferred gifts to the ministry of the Yearly

Archivist

On nomination by the Executive Council, the Yearly Meeting appoints a person to serve as Yearly Meeting archivist. The
term of office is two years, with reappointment subject to the discretion of the Yearly Meeting. The one selected must
evidence an active interest in history and an understanding of the value of documents for the writing of history. The
responsibilities of the archivist are to gather, evaluate, and preserve various documents of the past, and to make them con-
veniently available for approved scholars. The Yearly Meeting provides a repository suitably located with conditions
appropriate for preservation of perishable materials. By virtue of the office the archivist is a member of the Yearly
Meeting Commission on Media and through it requests budget support.

Clerks of the Representatives

On nomination by the Representatives, the Yearly Meeting appoints annually a person to preside over the deliberations
of the Council of Representatives and a recording clerk to keep records and assist the presiding clerk with agenda for the
following year. Clerks are appointed soon after the opening of the annual sessions so that if they lack previous experience
they may sit in the remaining sessions of the Representatives to observe the procedure and be instructed by the current
clerks. They may be reappointed on expiration of their terms.

The presiding clerk should be well qualified to preside without prejudice or partiality, to expedite the handling of business
without neglect of proper hearing and deliberation, and to gather the sense of the meeting with discernment. The clerk
should become thoroughly knowledgeable about the functions of the Representatives and understand what procedures
and materials (such as lists of church and Area appointments) are needed for the sessions. The clerk instructs and aids
the recording clerk in the preparation of reports, minuted actions, and authorized nominations that are forwarded to the
Yearly Meeting (see pp. 27, 75).

Structure and Responsibilities

The work of the Yearly Meeting is arranged under various councils, boards, commissions, trustees, and committees.
These agencies differ mainly in respect to focys and function. Councils lfocus broadly upon the concerns of the Yearly
Meeting and have heavy policy-making functions. The focus of boards is upon departments of church work: the focus
of commissions and committees, upon closgly dpﬁned church‘ concerns—all with major procedural responsibilities.
Trustees represent the church in legal requnsxbilihes. Mt'zmb'ershlps anfi rﬁcthods of appointment reflect these differences,
as outlined below. Provision is made within each organization for activities appropriate to the responsibility. Whenever
possible, new activities are to be handled by an existing structure rather than one that must be created.

General Regulations _ _ ) . !

1. All persons serving the Yearly Meeting on its councn.ls, boards, commissions, and committees or as Yearly Meeting
trustees should be resident active members cxpcrncnccd in Friends practices and committed to the Christian
principles set forth in this book of Faith and Pl:(lclu‘c. i
The number of persons serving a Yearly Meeting organization varies according to its need. The number on the
Council of Representatives is determined by a formula based upon local church memberships. The Council of Elders

(5]
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consists of twelve persons, one representative of each Area, and three at large. Unless otherwise specified in this
Faith and Practice, boards normally consist of one person appointed from each Area and a number equal to the
aggregate named by the Yearly Meeting upon nomination by the Representatives (1998 total, 18). Departures from
this practice will be approved by Executive Council to be followed by Faith and Practice change within one year
if the need still exists. The commissions consist of from six to nine persons, committees three to six. There are five
trustees. Appointments are for one year unless otherwise specified; the usual pattern is three.

3 Persons serving on councils, boards, commissions, and committees, and as trustees are appointed by the Yearly
Meeting through appropriate nominating procedures, according to quotas assigned. From its own number each
organization nominates a person to serve as its presiding clerk and appoints other officers as needed. Funds are
appropriated by the Yearly Meeting for organizational use.

4. Organizations meet at scheduled midyear and Yearly Meeting sessions or otherwise at the call of their presiding
clerk. Sufficient notice must be given for all meetings. Funding for travel to scheduled meetings is provided by the
Yearly Meeting budget; for other meetings, as arranged by each organization.

5. Each organization determines how statistics and other information about its work may best be presented to the
Yearly Meeting in session. To this end it secures information from local churches and committees, Area
superintendents, or task forces. The Yearly Meeting may provide forms for such reporting, Scheduling is under
direction of the Yearly Meeting clerks.

6. Vacancies are filled according to approved procedures. These vacancies may be caused by voluntary resignation,
by Yearly Meeting appointment (in the case of boards) to another board or official position, by removal of residence
from the Yearly Meeting or the Area from which appointed, by disownment or deposition from the ministry, or by
death. The vacancy may be filled, however, by the organization concerned if it occurs before its last interim meeting,
or by the Yearly Meeting in session if it occurs after the interim meeting. Lack of interest, or failure to attend annual
and midyear meetings, may result in suspension of membership after a year, provided the clerk of the organization
gives ample notice of intent and sufficient opportunity to respond. If by the next scheduled meeting the one whose
position is in question has failed to show cause for delinquency of interest or intention, a vacancy is declared and
a new appointment secured according to approved procedures.

7. Each organization budgets and allocates funds for the ministries of the Yearly Meeting for which it is responsible.

Regulations Pertaining to Boards
1. Each board may submit to the Executive Council the names of up to five additional Friends for appointment to its
board unless a greater number of appointments is specifically authorized in Faith and Practice. The Board of
Education and Youth may submit up to nine additional Friends for appointment to its board.
2. No one may be an officer of more than one organization or represent more than one board on the Executive Council.
The Executive Committee within each board consists of its clerks, other officers, and the general superintendent
ex officio. It acts upon board instruction.

Executive Council of the Yearly Meeting

Composition

The Executive Council is composed of the Yearly Meeting clerk and assistant clerk; the general superintendent, associate
superintendent, youth superintendent, and treasurer of the Yearly Meeting; the clerk of the Representatives, the clerk of
the Council of Elders, and the clerk of the Trustees; one person chosen by each of the Yearly Meeting boards and
commissions, one by each of the Areas, and not more than three additional persons designated by the Yearl
The Yearly Meeting representative to the Evangelical Friends Intemnational/North America Region may be as
on the Council ex officio. The presiding officer is the Yearly Meeting Clerk.

y Meeting,
ked to serve
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Meetings

The Executive Council meets at regular times for the transaction of routine business. It may also meet any time of the
year at the call of its presiding officer or at the request of five or more of its number, provided all on the Council have
been given an agenda and ten days written notice. Fifty percent of the membership constitutes a quorum for official
action. Its Administrative Committee, composed of the Presiding Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, and two additional
members-at-large selected by the Executive Council, makes needed decisions and is available to the general
superintendent for advice and counsel during interims between full Council meetings. It may also do research and
administer projects as assigned by the Council.

Duties and Functions

The Executive Council attends to any business referred to it by the Yearly Meeting. It is given these specific

responsibilities:

1. Represent the Yearly Meeting in the interim of its annual sessions and act on behalf of the Yearly Meeting in
situations where the interest or reputation of Friends requires action or deliberation, reporting all such proceedings
to the Yearly Meeting in session.

2. Consider at its midyear meeting the departmental budget recommendations as received through the Stewardship
Board.

3. Prepare a budget consistent with the general objectives of the Yearly Meeting (see below), taking into account the
financial requirements and the resources of the Yearly Meeting,

Present the budget to the Yearly Meeting for its approval.

5. Consider and act upon any request from a board or other Yearly Meeting body desiring to make a special financial
appeal at the annual sessions, or a general appeal during the year for support beyond its share of the budget.

6. Nominate to the Yearly Meeting the general superintendent and an assistant to the superintendent; the financial
secretary, treasurer, statistician, and custodian of documents; and other official positions as the Yearly Meeting may
designate. The Council recommends salaries and expense allowances where appropriate.

7. Consider carefully and act upon any question of organization, policy, or procedure that may be submitted by an
officer, an organization of the Yearly Meeting, or the Council of Representatives.

8. Nominate annually to the Yearly Meeting six persons to serve on the George Fox University Board of Trustees.

9. Nominate to the Council of Representatives one Friend from each Area plus three at large to serve on the Council
of Elders for a term of three years, the terms of approximately one-third expiring each year.

10. Nominate to the Yearly Meeting three persons to serve on the Commission on Ethnic Ministries for a term of three
years, the term of one to expire each year.

11. Consider and act upon names submitted by the boards for service on their respective boards. These are in addition
to board appointments named from the Areas and by the Yearly Meeting. Limits set by the Yearly Meeting (see p.
32) must be observed.

12. Appoint the Board of Directors for Barclay Press.

13. Make appointments and nominations to related organizations, as explained on pp. 59-60.

The Yearly Meeting Budget - . ,
The Executive Council presents to the Yearly Meeting a budget by which to provide inclusive funding of the essential
programs of the various organizations and other activities and services of the Yearly Meeting. The budget process is as
follows: ' . ‘
1. The Executive Council receives requests from boards, councils, and other organizations. They receive from the
. Board of Stewardship their expected projected income.
The Executive Council then combines the requests into an operating plan consistent with the overall objectives of
the Yearly Meeting, taking into account the financial requirements of the plan and the resources of the churches
It resolves priority differences and allocates funds in a way most appropriate to accomplish the ministry of Christ's
Kingdom. . |
3. The Council directs or delegates the promotion of the budget among the churches. Funds specially designated must
; be applied as designated, but proceeds from promotional activities are channeled through the Yearly Meeting

budget.
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Council of Representatives

Composition

The Council of Representatives is composed of members of local and extension churches who have been chosen,
prayerfully, on the basis of spiritual maturity, respected judgment, and acceptance of Friends beliefs and procedures as
set forth in this book of Faith and Practice. At their first meeting, roll call is taken and representatives are seated.
Alternates may be seated in place of representatives to fill allowable quotas (see p. 21). No late seating may take place
except as authorized by the presiding clerk of the Yearly Meeting. Those approved and seated are the official
Representatives. Officers consist of a presiding clerk and a recording clerk, who are selected annually by recommendation
of the Nominating Committee of the Representatives and approved by the Council of the Representatives and the Yearly
Meeting (see below). Both are constituted officers of the Yearly Meeting. The Yearly Meeting presiding clerk and general
superintendent are ex officio members. The Representatives meet in open sessions to encourage wider understanding of
church business. If a matter of seriously sensitive nature should arise, however, the presiding clerk with the concurrence
of the Representatives may request visitors to absent themselves.

Meetings

The Council of Representatives meets in conjunction with the annual sessions of the Yearly Meeting but may be called
to meet at times between the annual sessions with the concurrence of at least two of the following: the clerk of the
Representatives, the presiding clerk of the Yearly Meeting, and the general superintendent of the Yearly Meeting,

Term of Office

Representatives are appointed by their local church for a term of not less than two years commencing with the start of
the calendar year. Terms should last either two or three years, a proportionate number being replaced each year.

Duties

The Council of Representatives attends to any business that it initiates or that the Yearly Meeting, Areas, or local churches
refer to it. It is authorized to present any such business for consideration to the Yearly Meeting in session. It is also
specifically responsible to:

1. Submit to the Yearly Meeting annual nominations for the following offices: the presiding clerk, assistant presiding
clerk, recording clerk, assistant recording clerk, and announcing clerk of the Yearly Meeting; and the clerk and
recording clerk of the Council of Representatives .

2. Submit to the Yearly Meeting annual nominations for members of Yearly Meeting boards, councils, and
commissions, except for those nominations specifically reserved to the Areas or other bodies, seeking to fill these
positions with a broad view of the work of the Yearly Meeting and a knowledge of qualified persons. The Council
of Representatives may receive from the boards the names of persons they wish considered for appointment,
together with appropriate information and commentary.

3. Approve nominations by organizations for their presiding clerks and report them to the Yearly Meeting,

4. Approve on nomination from the Executive Council and report to the Yearly Meeting the persons to serve on the
Council of Elders, making sure the appointments represent the Areas (see p. 33).
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Yearly Meeting Council of Elders
Composition
The Council of Elders of the Yearly Meeting is appointed by the Yearly Meeting after nomination by the Executive
Council and approval by the Council of Representatives. The Council consists of twelve persons, including up to three
serving at large and otherwise reflecting Area representation. Terms are three years, approximately one-third of the terms
expiring each year. Persons selected should be recognized for lives guided by the Holy Spirit and for evident spiritual

discernment and maturity. They should be experienced in Friends practices and committed to the Friends beliefs as set
forth in this book of Faith and Practice.

Meetings

The Council of Elders meets twice yearly and on the call of its clerks or the general superintendent. Ten days written
notice, accompanied by an agenda, must be extended to all persons on the Council prior to a meeting. A quorum for
official action is seven. If there is a conflict of interest, the persons involved should refrain from decision-making.

Duties and Functions

The Council of Elders stands in a pastor-counselor relationship to the Yearly Meeting as a whole and serves in an

advisory capacity to the Yearly Meeting clerks and general superintendent. Elders are expected to reflect prayerfully about

the needs of the churches and the Yearly Meeting activities and to lay concerns before the Council of Representatives
or an appropriate board or other organization as the Spirit may direct. Specifically they are responsible to:

1. Receive from the local churches annual reports of the state of the church, summarizing and compiling them by Area,
and forwarding them to the Yearly Meeting.

2. Serve as peacemakers in the Yearly Meeting, offering reconciliation as needed; ascertain serious problems or
declining spiritual vitality in local churches or in the Yearly Meeting and offer counsel to constituent churches and
organizations in an effort to solve problems or restore spiritual vitality; recommend action by the Board of
Evangelism.

3. Consider carefully questions that arise about beliefs and offer appropriate counsel.

Make policies concerning the Yearly Meeting sessions in consultation with the Yearly Meeting clerks and the
general superintendent.

5. Provide a fellowship for non-resident members.

6. Encourage local churches to present opportunities in ministry and their members to consider God's call to the
Christian ministry.

7. Act on recommendations received from the Board of Ministerial Service for the recording of ministers, and make
appropriate recommendations to the Yearly Meeting, as outlined below, p. 37.

8. Consider the request of a minister or other member who wishes to be liberated for short-term service outside the
Yearly Meeting.

9. Nominate to the Yearly Meeting three persons to serve on the Commission on Ethnic Ministries, the term of one
to expire each year.

Liberating Members for Service
When a recorded minister or another member is drawn of God to perform special, short-term ministerial service outside
the local church or Area, the following course should be taken:

1. Upon request the local elders consider the matter. If they are in unity with th: concern, they will so recommend to
the next business session of the church, or, if time does not permit, to the presiding clerk, who will report any action
at the next meeting.

If the church concurs with a proposed ministry within the Yearly Meeting, its clerk prepares a certificate of service,

commending the Friend to those who will be served.

3. If the proposed service is in another yearly meeting wnhm_ the United States, the Council of Elders considers the
proposed ministry. If it concurs, its clerk endorses the certificate.

)
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4. If the service lies beyond the United States, the Yearly Meeting in session considers the proposed ministry; if the
body concurs, the clerks endorse the certificate. If time does not permit, the clerk of the Yearly Meeting and clerk
of the Council of Elders may act and report their action to the next sessions.

S.

At the conclusion of the special ministry, officials of churches or other groups served prepare a returning minute,
which is returned to the issuing and endorsing bodies for public reading and recording.

If the proposed service is for extended pastoral, evangelistic, or educational ministry, the church may issue a general
certificate, showing unity and spiritual support. The process outlined above is followed, except that the service will be
reviewed annually by those making the endorsements. When the church is satisfied that the concern has been fulfilled
or that a membership transfer should be effected, it shall notify the member, who is then obli

ged to conclude the ministry
or make other arrangement for church endorsement.

Elders for the Local Church

Each local and extension church appoints elders, who are collectively responsible to the church for its
and spiritual welfare. (Their responsibilities are detailed on pp. 22-23). Local elders also coo
Meeting Board of Evangelism, the Commission on Ethnic Ministries, and Area su
disciples and extending the church.

pastoral leadership
perate with the Yearly
perintendent in the work of making

Board of Evangelism

Purposes and Functions

The Board of Evangelism, which is generally concerned with the pastoral, evangelistic, and church extension work of
the Yearly Meeting, gives special attention to finding places open for Gospel witness within or contiguous to the Yearly
Meeting, and arranges for ministry appropriate to the needs. The Board aims to provide Gospel service that will bring

sinners to repentance and faith in Christ and will strengthen believers into the disciplines of God's Kingdom. Specific
responsibilities are to:

1. Gather scattered members into new or existing meetings for worship.

2. Plant churches in newer population centers whenever feasible.

3. Solicit funds, as authorized by the Yearly Meeting or its Executive Council, to construct or remodel meetinghouses
and other facilities useful to local churches.

4. Examine and help determine the desirability of new locations and of plans for constructing and remodeling church
buildings and parsonages.

5. Determine amounts to be paid local workers supported by Yearly Meeting funds.

6. Take prompt action to protect the interests of Northwest Yearly Meeting in cases of insubordination or disorder
within local churches.

7.  Provide ministries to the handicapped, the elderly, and persons in prison.
8. Provide opportunities for the continuing education of pastors.
9. Make appointments to a related organization, as explained on p. 59.

Area Secretary

Each Area appoints annually one member to the Yearly Meeting Board of Evangelism, who as Area secretary for the
Board, cooperates with the general superintendent in supervising the work of the Board. This person also serves as Area
superintendent and in this position plans conferences, rallies, and pastoral gatherings. If an Area fails to appoint an area
secretary, the board will fill this position as it sees fit, maintaining geographic representation to the degree possible.

The Church Committee

The elders of the local church are responsible for the concerns of the Board of Evangelism, and through them the Y.

early
Meeting makes its contact.
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Board of Ministerial Service

Purposes and Functions

The Board of Ministerial Service works with the local churches in the recording process by which persons attain and
retain ministerial recognition through the Yearly Meeting. It is responsible for encouraging persons to use their gifts and
talents in evangelistic, pastoral, and educational ministry for the service of Christ and the church. It encourages ministers
and those in the process of recording to grow spiritually and intellectually and to develop leadership in such a way that
their ministry is in keeping with Friends beliefs, as set forth in this book of Faith and Practice.

Recording of Ministers

Whenever a member, whether man or woman, has demonstrated gifts in ministry so that the church is edified and

spiritually helped, the local elders carefully consider whether this Friend has received from the Head of the Church 2 gift

in public ministry. A person may occasionally exhort, give personal testimony, or offer vocal prayer eloguently and in
the power of the Spirit without having received, necessarily, a special gift in public ministry. It is in the local church that
discernment between general and special ministry must begin. The steps are as follows:

1. Recognition of the gift and encouragement of its exercise. If the local elders determine that a member has a giftin
public ministry, they should encourage its exercise in local meetings for worship and in appointed public ministry.

2. Consideration by the church. When the elders are satisfied, both through observation and interview, that the person
under consideration (hereafter called the candidate) has a gift in public ministry, they send to the local church a
recommendation for recording. If the church does not concur, the proceedings stop. If the church concurs, it notifies
the clerk of the local elders, the Area representative to the Council of Elders, and the general superintendent of the
Yearly Meeting.

3. Action by the Board of Ministerial Service. The presiding clerk of the local elders reports the actions of the church
to the clerk of the Board of Ministerial Service. Upon receiving the local recommendation, the clerk of the Board
issues the candidate an inquiry form to be completed, and requests a written statement of belief related particularly
to the section "Friends Faith" in Faith and Practice. The clerk of the Board also secures appropriate references. '1'_he
Board considers the actions of the local church and the documents submitted, ascertaining character @d persopalxt.}'
traits, evidence of a gift and divine call, educational preparation, experience in miru'spy, and afﬁrmagon of Friends
beliefs. A personal interview is secured on behalf of the Board. The candidate is continued lunder the instruction and
guidance of the Board for a minimum of two years until it is fully satisfied that the candndatg .Sholﬂd be recorded
a minister of the Gospel under Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church. The Board of Ministerial Service then
recommends the candidate to the Yearly Meeting Council of Elders. ‘ Ak

4. Action by the Council of Elders. Eatly in the recordiflg process the Councﬂ of Elders Teviews the candidate's

' statement of Christian belief and shares any concerns it might have: v'mh 'the Boafd of Ministerial Service. Once
any concerns are addressed to the satisfaction of the Board of Ministerial Serv1.ce, the Board 'recommends the
candidate to the Council of Elders for recording. If it concurs with the Board's action, the Council recommends to
the Yearly Meeting that the candidate be recorded a minister of the QOspel. .

5. Action by the Yearly Meeting. The Yearly Meeting, no ob§tac1e appearing, takes ailcpon on the rgcomendagon from

‘ the Council of Elders. Upon approval, the Yearly Meeting authqnzes the presiding clerk'to issue a certificate of

cording to the candidate as a minister of the Gospel and to notify the logal churc;h of this action. vA recognition
:;rvice for newly recorded ministers is arranged by the Board of Ministerial Service at an appropriate session of
Yearly Meeting and at the candidate's church. LAk ' . 4 . Al

6. Privileges of recorded ministry. The recordc:d m1m§t§r is entitled to exercise the pq;/ll(;%e ;)’f selrv;cig 12 whatever

appropriate pastoral, evangelistic, or educational ministry may open within or outside the Yearly Meeting.

inisters in Training ¢ R ) _ ;
][\:?ms‘ ms advisable to protect a young person for uninterrupted ministerial preparation and service, a license may be
it see

; i i | elders and the Board of Ministerial
] i lerk of the Yearly Meeting, upon recommendation of the loca ders ‘
1ssue_d o pr}f;]udll(;]lg):taken to provide this license only for those who evidence an active interest and a vital call to the
Sgrylce. Car? Sl'cense is valid only if the person holding it is engaged in formal education or mlemship under the direction
n}lnl;qy» thlllrch in a service that contributes directly to the form of ministry chosen. This license is issued for one year
of a Frien
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and is renewable as conditions warrant. It is void when the minister-in-training has been issued a regular pastor’'s license
or when the final action of recording has been completed.

Annual Report of Ministers

Every minister reports annually to the Yearly Meeting. Those who are pastors do so directly to the general superintendent,
Those who are not pastors, regardless of place of residence, do so on report forms due to be returned in the month before
Yearly Meeting sessions. These reports are reviewed by the general superintendent and the Board of Ministerial Service,
The purpose of the report is to learn how the gift in ministry has been exercised and how faithful and effective the

minister has been. If any of the reports are unsatisfactory or if no report is sent, the Board confers with the Council of
Elders regarding appropriate inquiry or action.

Transfer of Ministers

Every certificate of transfer of membership issued on behalf of a Friends minister includes a statement indicating the
ministerial position. Transfer within the limits of the Evangelical Friends International carries both membership and
position to the church receiving it. The ministerial status of those called from other yearly meetings to be pastors within
Northwest Yearly Meeting is also transferred with membership. The ministerial status of other persons transferring to
the Yearly Meeting is reviewed by the Board of Ministerial Service, following this procedure:
1. The clerk of the local meeting receiving the transfer request forwards pertinent biographical information and
recommendations from the local elders to the clerk of the Board of Ministerial Service; this occurs prior to action
on membership by the church.

The Board of Ministerial Service and the Yearly Meeting general superintendent are notified regarding the applicant

for ministerial status.

3. The Board sends its decision by letter to the clerk of the local church, who then presents the transfer request, with
or without ministerial status. If ministerial status is recognized, the person whose membership is transferred is
officially recognized as a recorded minister of Northwest Yearly Meeting. Notification of the action is sent to the
church making the transfer. Promptness as well as discernment is important, for unnecessary delay may cause
embarrassment to the minister and the churches involved in the transfer.

A Friends minister transferring membership to another denomination is entitled to a letter stating the nature and extent

of the applicant's ministry among Friends. One who thus transfers and later returns to membership among Friends is not

listed as a minister until the full recording process has been repeated. A minister of another denomination who becomes

a Friend is not received as a minister. A local church must initiate the recording process.

(]

Voluntary Surrender of Position of Minister

Any minister, whether pastor or not, who feels clear that his or her calling has been fulfilled and all responsibilities
discharged is urged to surrender ministerial status. This is done by notifying the local elders and returning the certificate
of recording. The elders then notify the Yearly Meeting Board of Ministerial Service, which reports the action to the
Yearly Meeting, The name is then removed from all official lists. The same course is urged upon ministers who find
themselves at variance with the Christian beliefs of the Yearly Meeting as set forth in Faith and Practice.

Forfeiture of Recorded Status

When a person leaves the ministry, not by reason of age or physical disability of self or family, and chooses not to engage
in any form of pastoral, evangelistic, teaching, or Christian service ministry, the Board of Ministerial Service may
question retaining this person as a recorded minister. It is also understood that recorded status carries with it a
commitment to serve among and to be accountable to Friends. Thus, habitual and unreasonable neglect of Friends
meetings for worship (not to be confused with short-term liberation for service, p. 35) or failure to submit annual reports
(p. 38) may also cause the Board of Ministerial Service to call a minister's right of recording into question. (See also
"Dealing with Offenders," p. 51). With approval of the Council of Elders and the Yearly Meeting, the certificate of
recording will not be renewed, and the name removed from official lists of ministers. If at a later time the church finds
there is qualification for reinstatement, recording may proceed.
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Area Secretary

The Area secretary for the Board of Ministerial Service encourages local elders in discerning ministerial gifts and in

facilitating the recording process. If an Area fails to appoint an area secretary, the board will bill this position as it sees
fit, maintaining geographic representation to the degree possible.

The Local Church
The elders serve as the liaison group between a church and the Board of Ministerial Service.

Board of Education and Youth

Purposes and Functions

Persuaded that a basic understanding of human thought and endeavor adds greatly to the effectiveness of Christian
witness, the Board of Education and Youth promotes within the Yearly Meeting the policies and practices that foster good
education for all age groups. This kind of education includes solid biblical knowledge as well as intellectual skills so that
persons may respond to issues of contemporary culture with the mind of Christ. Specific responsibilities are assigned to
subordinate departments, as follows:

1. The Department of Church Education guides local churches in developing and coordinating Christian education for
all ages, including Sunday schools, weekday education, leadership training, vacation Bible schools, and clubs.

2. The Department of General Education encourages appropriate learning for students of all ages and at all levels of
education. It encourages excellence in Yearly Meeting educators, provides opportunities for fellowship, and
publishes a record of names and positions held. The Department enlists financial support for Yearly Meeting
students attending George Fox University and for those pursuing graduate education for vocational ministry
purposes within Northwest Yearly Meeting. It promotes attendance at George Fox Uni‘{ersity and other schools
sponsored by the Yearly Meeting or its constituent churches. The Department enlists candidates for the George Fox
University and Western Evangelical Seminary Boards of Trustees for approval by the Yearly Meeting Executive

cil.

31 '?'E:Y)epamnent of Christian Testimonies, in order to assist local churches, prodtfces @d disseminates materials that
teach Quaker testimonies about peace; moral and social concerns; stewardship of time, talents and money; and
world-wide missions. It maintains and publishes lists of recommended books, tapes, apd other media that teach
Quaker testimonies for use in local churches and homes. The Departmen.t supplies Friends-related bogks to the
library of Western Evangelical Seminary and maintains and publishes a list of these books for use by interested
Friends. i : ' ) ]

4. The Department of Yearly Meeting for Children provides suitable leadershlp'for its Yearly Meeting programs and

/ correlates activities with the theme and schedule of the Yearly Meeting sessions. A
5. The Department of Youth serves as an advisory aqd cpnsultative l:)oard for Yearly Meenpg youfh'program. It
; supervises the Friends Youth and its affiliated organizations, budgeting funds, and encouraging activities on behalf
of young people of junior high, high school, and college age. It evalu:_ites other on-going programs, such as Youth
Challenge, Summer Ambassadors, and camping, and serves as an advxsor)" board for any items of concern brought
to it by the Board of Education and Youth or others from the Yearly Meeting. It also evaluates and encourages the
work of the youth superintendent and staff. ' :
Composition: In addition to Area appointments and an equal_ flumber nominated by the Council of
Representatives, the Council of Representatives shall nominate an additional three members.

et Secre?at? annually one person to the Yearly Meeting Board of Education and Youth who serves on the
s apt? Zl: rch Education, unless otherwise assigned by the Board, The Area Secretary helps identify ways to
N 10! of l’ocal churches and promotes the programs of the Board in the Area churches and works
Sup e dl"e C(Ihg;::;fo,n g::':mmee clerks. If an Area fails to appoint an area secretary, the board will fill this position
::‘i]: :c]:s (f)‘lcl?main taining geographic representation to the degree possible.
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The Church Committee

The local Education Committee cooperates with the Board of Education and Youth and its programs, as well as directing
its own activities (see p. 23).

Board of Missions

Purposes and Functions

The Board of Missions encourages the local churches to be faithful in heeding Christ's command to make disciples of
all peoples. To this end it administers the mission programs sponsored directly by the Yearly Meeting and cooperatively
through the Evangelical Friends International. The Board provides guidance to those members who may be called to other
fields of international service. The Board has specific responsibilities to:

1. Provide standards of qualification for missionary service, and appropriate application forms; provide instructions
on policy for those who serve.

2. Evaluate applications, screen the applicants through references and interviews, and select persons for appointment
by the Yearly Meeting.

3. Decide personnel and policy matters for its programs and determine the schedule of financial support for the
workers.

The Area Secretary

Each Area appoints annually one person to the Yearly Meeting Board of Missions, who as Area secretary for the Board
promotes its programs, working through the local committees. If an Area fails to appoint an area secretary, the board will
fill this position as it sees fit, maintaining geographic representation to the degree possible.

The Church Committee

Each local and extension church appoints a Missions Committee, which is responsible to the church for the Yearly
Meeting programs as well as for its local concerns (see p. 23).

Board of Peace and Social Concerns

Purposes and Functions
The Board of Peace and Social Concerns seeks to reduce tensions, prevent and alleviate suffering, and promote a Chris-
tian standard of righteousness in the family, in business, in culture, and in government. The Board gives direction to the
Yearly Meeting for making effective efforts toward peacemaking and reconciliation, promoting scriptural principles of
peace based upon the teachings of Jesus Christ and His sanctifying power. To those young men and women whose lives
exemplify "the spirit which takes away the occasion for war" it counsels alternatives to the draft or military service. The
Board helps the churches become aware of government policies of injustice that provoke violence. It shows them how
they may bring a Gospel witness to the law-making process. It informs the churches about contemporary moral issues;
1t encourages government, business, and media to alleviate economic, cultural, and social injustices and to strengthen
moral values within society. It shares concerns with related organizations and makes nominations, as explained on page
60.

Area Secretary

Each Area appoints annually one person to the Yearly Meeting Board of Peace and Social Concerns, who as Area
secretary for the Board promotes its programs, working through the local committees. If an Area fails to appoint an area
secretary, the board will fill this position as it sees fit, maintaining geographic representation to the degree possible

The Church Committee

Each local and extension church appoints a Peace and Social Concerns Committee, which is responsible to the church
for Yearly Meeting programs of peace and social concern, as well as for its local activities (see pp. 23-24)
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Board of Stewardship

Purposes and Functions

The Board of Stewardship offers guidance to the church for the proper care of property and resources, both individually

and corporately, so that what belongs to the Creator is rightly used for the good of all. One of the Yearly Meeting trustees

serves on this Board. Specific responsibilities are assigned to subordinate departments, as follows:

1. The Department of Finance receives financial pledges from the churches. It summarizes them along with other
expected income and recommends a total expected revenue to the Board of Stewardship. They, in turn, act upon
the recommendation and pass it on to the Executive Council which has the responsibility for approving the expected
revenue and preparing the expense side of the budget. The Department of Finance and the Administrative
Committee of the Board of Stewardship, along with the Treasurer, monitor the budget during the year and, if
necessary, indicate their concern to the Executive Council regarding significant changes in revenue and expenses.

The Department of Finance determines the amount, as computed by a formula approved by the Executive Council,
to be recommended to the local and extension churches as their proportionate share of the approved Yearly Meeting
budget.

2. The Department of Stewardship Promotion promotes its biblical message in respect to time, talents, possessions,
and finances so that the Christian witness may be strengthened by conserving care rather than dissipated through
mismanagement.

3. The Department of Benefits (Pension Fund) administers a program offering support to ministers, church staff, and
members of other entities closely related to NWYM, for retirement and insurance benefits. The Department
administers two programs:

1) The Pension Fund, and

2) Ministers Aid for those pastors and spouses who have retired and were not a part of the Pension Fund.
The Department also oversees health, disability, and life insurance matters, and establishes eligibility criteria for
participation.

The Department of Benefits is composed of nine persons, all members of NWYM. Tﬁe memberg’ terms sh_all
begin July 1, with one-third of the terms of appointees expiring each year. The E.xe.cuuve Council of NWYM
appoints four persons, the NWYM Board of Stewardship three, and' the Pastors Assoqatlon two. No more than four
of the appointed members shall benefit in any way from the pension plan. Ex officio members shall be the clerk
of the Board of Stewardship, the Director of Finance and Dev_elopm.ent, the Treasurer, and the General
Superintendent. The Executive Council approves all appointments, including that of the clerk.

4. The Department of Development (Friends Fund) includes 9versight of ﬁna.n'c1al dev.elopmem for the Yearly
Meeting. Individuals are encouraged to considered deferred g}ﬁs such as annuities, cha.ntab]e trusts, and bequests
through wills to the long-term ministries of the Yearly Meeting. W}‘nlg in the field, the director also assists the |
Board of Stewardship in challenging churches and individuals in giving to the annual program of the Yearly ‘
Meeting. i ) v ’ S

The Department of Development (Friends Fund) is lcompnsed. of nine persons appointed to three-year terms with |
one-third of the terms expiring each year. The Executive Council appoints three persons, d}e Board of Stewardship
three persons, and the Department of Development (Friends Fund) tlpee persons, AThe Director of Development, |
the General Superintendent, and the Clerk of the Board of Stewardship are ex-officio members of the Department. |

Secreta : ] .
"éhehAArree’: appoin(srim'lually one person to the Yearly Meeting Board of Stewardship. This secretary of stewardship also |
ac

i i i i i | budget for the Area
urer, cooperating with the Area superintendent in formulating a proposed annual bu
serve§ ?JS Al:,a ::;s as direc}::d, giving a complete report to the annual business session. Participation in the Department
a??\;ii:ﬁs' iid may be required as well. Ifan Area fails to appoint an area secretary, the board will fill this position
of Mi

as it sees fit, maintaining geographic representation to the degree possible.

f h Committee y
; heh(;hc::nd extension church appoints a Stewardship Committee, which is responsible to the church for the programs
ach lo

f the Stewardship Board, as well as for its local activities (see p. 24). The Committee organizes according to its
of the ’
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responsibilities. It gathers data needed to recommend assessment to the Yearly Meeting budget, in accordance with an
established formula, and presents the data to the Board of Stewardship on an approved schedule.

Commission on Family Life

Purposes and Functions

The Commission on Family Life informs the churches about principles of Christian marriage and family life. It promotes
resources, workshops, and seminars that affirm these principles. The Commission gives guidance to churches for the
reconciliation of stressed families and the healing of broken ones. The nine persons of the Commission are appointed by
the Yearly Meeting upon nomination by the Representatives, the terms of one-third expiring each year. The clerk of the
Board of Peace and Social Concerns serves ex officio on this Commission.

The Area
Because of the special nature of its ministry, Area representation is not required for the Commission.

The Church Committee
The Commission makes contact with local churches through the Peace and Social Concerns Committee.

Commission on Ethnic Ministries

Purposes and Functions

The Commission on Ethnic Ministries interacts with and draws together various cultures in Northwest Yearly Meeting
with the goal of Christian fellowship and mutual ministry. The Commission works closely with the Yearly Meeting
boards and commissions to accomplish this goal. The nine persons on the Commission are appointed by the Yearly
Meeting, three of whom are nominated by the Council of Elders, three by the Executive Council, and three by the
Representatives, the terms of one-third from each nominating group expiring each year.

The Commission is responsible to:

1. Bearesource to Yearly Meeting churches, boards, and commissions in areas specific to cross-cultural work such
as communication, expectations, and understanding.

2. Encourage and facilitate healthy race relations within the Yearly Meeting.

3. Encourage new and self-sufficient ethnic congregations in the Yearly Meeting.

4. Educate and inspire Friends of all ages to develop and exhibit Christ-like attitudes with regard to race.
5. Witness to the world in word and action that all persons have equal value.

The Area

Because of the special nature of its ministry, Area representation is not required for the Commission.

The Church Committee
The Commission makes contact with local churches through their elders.

Commission on Fine Arts

Purposes and Functions

T'he Commission on Fine Arts offers guidance to the local churches in vocal and instrumental music, in poetry and drama,
in the visual arts and crafts, and in other creative activities by and for the church. The six persons on the Commission are
appointed by the Yearly Meeting upon nomination by the Representatives, the terms of one-third expiring each year. The
Commission is responsible to:

1. Foster creative activities by and for artists of the Yearly Meeting.

2. Encourage and assist the local and Area churches in ministering through the fine arts.
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3. Consider and recommend for certification as ministers of music those persons w.
such Christian service, proposing to the Council of Elders the names of those
for affirmation of Friends beliefs and for spiritual maturity,

ho sense a definite call of God for
qualified. (After reviewing candidates
this Council may recommend them to the Yearly

Meeting.)

4. Recommend to the Council of Elders appropriate workshops and ministry in the fine arts for the sessions of the
Yearly Meeting.

The Area

Because of the special nature of its ministry, Area representation is not required.

The Church Committee
Each local and extension church may appoint a Fine Arts Committee, which is responsible for music and other artistic
ministries by and for the church. The Committee is accountable to the local elders in determining the kind of musical o

artistic presentations appropriate for worship. It may initiate procedures for the certification of music ministers, securing
first the concurrence of the local church, whose clerk then forwards the recommendation to the Commission on F ine Arts.

Commission on Media

Purposes and Functions

The Commission on Media directs the production of print and other media on behalf of the Yearly Meeting and its
churches. Serving on the Commission are nine persons appointed by the Yearly Meeting upon nomination by the
Representatives, the terms of one-third expiring each year. Also serving, by virtue of their offices, are the Yearly Meeting
archivist and the manager of Barclay Press, both of whom are on its executive committee, the archivist nonvoting. The
Commission is responsible to:

1. Operate the Barclay Press, setting forth editorial, financial, and publication policies and overseeing a Barclay Press
Board of Directors, holding it accountable to the Yearly Meeting. This subordinate Board consists of five persons,
all members of the Friends Church, three nominated by the Executive Council, two by the Commission itself, and
all approved by the Executive Council. The Barclay Press Board makes budget and policy decisions, employs staff,
and reports annually to the Commission.

2. Cooperate with the other yearly meetings in the Evangelical Friends International/North America Region to publish
the Friends Voice, for this purpose appointing two of its number to the EFI/NA Communications Commission.

3. Publish and promote printed material such as pamphlets and books, and electronic programs such as video cassettes
and films— all on behalf of the Yearly Meeting and its organizations or at its own initiative. To this end it is
authorized to build and administer a capital fund.

The Area
Because of the special nature of its ministry, Area representation is not required.

The Local Church
Each church appoints a reporter to release items of local interest to the NWYM Connection or the Friends Voice and other
publications. The local church librarian keeps informed about the publications of Barclay Press and promotes their reading

by members and attenders.

Trustees

Appointment and Responsibilities . \ |
On nomination by the Representatives, the Yearly Meeting appoints five persons to constitute the Yearly Meeting
Trustees, naming one trustee each year for a term of five years. Trustees shall also be.appoimed for shorten terms to 6l
vacancies resulting from resignation or other reasons so that the term of one trustee will expire each year. The Trustees
select their own clerk. The Trustees are the legal representatives of the Yearly Meeting. They shall cause the titles to
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all real and personal property owned by the Yearly Meeting to be vested in
Church," which is an Oregon non-profit corporation. (Also see 3. below) Such
of the state or county or in such other place where the title to such property is
responsible for the receipt of all funds and other property received by bequest
according to the wishes of the donors. They may make investments when adv
execute legal instruments essential to normal procedure in business affairs and o
Meeting and the local churches. For convenience, the Trustees may designat
documents on their behalf. These two may sign only if they do not have a veste
and if the transaction is approved by the Trustees or by a resolution approved by the Yearly Meeting in session, or by the
Executive Council. All transactions are to be reported annually to the Yearly Meeting in session. The Trustees must

exercise care to observe the requirements of the statutes of the states within which their transactions are made. They are
also responsible to:

1.

"Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends
titles shall be recorded in official records
normally recorded. They shall also be
or donation and shall administer them
isable. The Trustees are authorized to
wnership of property held by the Yearly
€ any two of their number to sign legal
d interest in the transaction being handled

Administer property and funds that come from the discontinuance of a local church or other organization of
Northwest Yearly Meeting (see also pp. 26, 58). In these cases, title is to be transferred to the Yearly Meeting's
corporate name. Assets realized from these transfers may be administered by the Board of Evangelism at its
discretion, provided that any property or funds donated for a specific purpose are to be administered in accordance
with the wishes of the original donor.

Appoint one of their number to serve on the Yearly Meeting Board of Stewardship.

Take action as necessary to maintain Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church as a corporation in good standing

in the State of Oregon, with authority to hold property and conduct business in other states or countries as
considered necessary.

w N

Yearly Meeting Committees

Temporary and standing committees necessary for the realization of the purposes and objectives of the Yearly Meeting
are appointed from time to time.

Standing Committees

On nomination by the Executive Council, the Yearly Meeting appoints annually the following standing committees,
providing expenses as needed:

1. The Business Committee of three persons, serving under direction of the presiding clerk, expedites the processing
of business during the sessions of the Yearly Meeting. To this end all agenda matters—including reports,
recommendations, proposals, and nominations—are presented to this Committee in writing. The Business
Committee has authority to request prompt submission of business so that it may determine the time and order of
presentation and may forward the items to the presiding clerk in proper sequence.

3% ]

The Faith and Practice Revision Committee of five persons handles all matters pertaining to proposed revisions to
Faith and Practice. The Committee itself or any officer or official body of the Yearly Meeting may initiate
proposals for amendment. Any proposal originating elsewhere than in the Committee is referred to it through its
clerk before being presented on the floor of the Yearly Meeting; this is to insure consistency with Faith and Practice
as @ whole and uniformity of style and expression. All proposals will be read twice for approval.
amendments to either reading require that the proposal be resubmitted for first reading. Proposals treating matters
of Friends faith or rules of discipline must be read the second time at the subsequent annual sessions, Proposals
treating matters of government, procedures, and organizations may, with the approval of the business meeting, be
read twice for approval at the same annual sessions, provided that the readings do not oceur on the same or
consecutive days, and that notices of the proposed changes have been given to the monthly meetings at least three
months prior to the Yearly Meeting sessions.

Substantive
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Special Committees

The Council of Representatives makes appointments to special committees, each appointment for a three-year term, one-
third of the terms expiring each year. Committees and their functions are as follows:
1. The Memorial Committee, composed of three persons, receives from the local churches memorial statements about

Friends who have died during the year and arranges a suitable service of worship in their memory at the sessions
of Yearly Meeting.

2. The Committee on Correspondence, composed of six persons, functions during and after each Yearly Meeting
session to assure appropriate correspondence relative to the Yearly Meeting session is prepared and sent.

The Committee is responsible to:

a. Read, make available for interested readers, and present to the Yearly Meeting in session a digest of epistles
received from other yearly meetings. It also prepares for Yearly Meeting approval an epistle to be sent to other
yearly meetings. ' o4

b. Prepare thoughtful responses to the certificates of ministry presented to the Yearly Meeting by visiting Friends.

c. Solicit names of older Friends who because of infirmity are unable to attend the sessions of Yearly Meeting and
write letters to them conveying the love and interest of the church.

Committees on Yearly Meeting Details .
1. A Program Committee to plan the sessions of the Yearly Meeting will be appointed and convened by the general
superintendent under the guidance of the Council of Elders.
2. Caretakers facilitate the handling of business in the plenary sessions. They are selected by the Yearly Meeting clerks
in cooperation with local Friends churches. .
3. The Committee on Entertainment and Facilities is under the direction of the Yearly Meeting office. .
; A Printing Committee to look after the printing of the Yearly Meeting Minutes and related documents is composed
of the Yearly Meeting clerks and the general superintendent.

The Long-Range Planning Committee . : ' ’ v
Th Execitive Council may appoint from time to time a Long-Range Planning Committee to set in motion a continuing

oecess of evaluating past efforts and of looking to the future. The Committee is directed to develop objectives, goals,
tP;:emes and overall plans for the Yearly Meeting. The Committee is accountable to the Executive Council.

The Church Year

The official year for various interests and activities of the Yearly Meeting is as follows:
: June 1 to May 31.

3 Gk re;:joﬁea officers: July 1 to June 30. Exceptions: Area secretaries newly elected attend all board meetings

. ghurct.:l:?ime of appointment; those retiring from office attend until excused by their respective board clerks.
Ron:.esentatives: from the start of the calendar year until the end of their appointment. .

. Mep bers of boards and other organizations and Yearly Meeting officers: one Yearly Meeting annual session

4. embe! . :
through the next, as appointed in these sessions.

5. General superintendent and other administrators: July 1 to June 30.

. Pastors: July 1 to June 30. 49 .
7. Fiscal matters, including the budget: to coincide with the calendar year.
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RULES OF DISCIPLINE

MEMBERSHIP

Active Membership

Description and Qualification

An active member of Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church is a person—adult, young adult, or adolescent—who
has made a credible profession of faith, and who, either on that profession or by certificate from another Friends church,
has been admitted to full membership by the church. Active members may be resident or nonresident. An active resident
member is one to whom the place of worship is reasonably accessible by ordinary means of travel and who gives priority
to the church in attendance and support. These members make the church what it is by their ready participation in its
activities and services, their genuine interest in its objectives, and their faithful financial and material support.

A non-resident member is one who, on account of distance or some other equally valid reason, attends and supports a

church other than the one in which membership is held. In urban areas distance is relative and sometimes less
determinative than other factors.

Preparation for Membership
Preparation in a membership class or other forms of instruction should precede application for membership. The pastor

or local elders may provide such instruction. At the conclusion of the preparatory period, appropriate membership,
whether active or affiliate, will be considered.

Application for Membership

A person desiring to unite with a church as an active member makes application in writing or in person to the local or
extension church through the pastor or local elders.

Action on the Request
Upon receiving the request, the elders ascertain whether the applicant:

1. Makes a credible profession of faith in Christ Jesus as Savior and Lord,
2. Lives consistently with that profession,

3. Accepts the beliefs of Christianity as held by Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends (see "Friends Faith," pp. 5-18)
and will conform to its spiritual disciplines. .

The elders refer the application, with their judgment, to the local or extension church, which acts to accept or reject the
applicant or to recommend affiliate membership. The clerk notifies the applicant as to the action of the church.

Reception into Membership

New members are accorded public recognition at a previously announced meeting for worship so that all members may
extend them welcome.
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Associate Membership

Definition and Qualification

Children of members are, with the consent of the parents or guardians, enrolled by the statistician as associate members.
Children of persons applying for membership may be so enrolled on application by the parents or guardians or by the
request of one parent and the consent of the other. Children of non-members may be so enrolled on their request and with
the consent of the parents. Children are thus recognized as participants in the church, not because of a birthright or family
connection, but because of the hope that through Christian nurture they will come to God early in life and will then take

a living interest in the church. It is hoped that they will thus confirm experientially what they have learned and observed
in church and home.

From Associate to Active Membership

Associate members may be enrolled as active members when they have made a credible profession of faith in Jesus Christ
as Savior and Lord, have participated in a membership class or received other formal instruction, and have accepted the
Christian beliefs as held by Friends (see "What Friends Believe," pp. 5-7). Associate members should be encouraged to
seek active membership by the age of twenty-one. If they do not, the local elders may recommend to the church that their
names be removed from the membership list.

Fellowship of Non-Resident Members

The Fellowship of Non-Resident Members is an informal program by which persons removed from active association
with Friends are encouraged to maintain their Quaker affinity. The local elders and the Yearly Meeting Council of Elders
have responsibility for this program. Non-residents are urged to correspond with the local churches in which membership
is held and with the Yearly Meeting through this Fellowship.

Affiliate Membership

Definitions and Qualifications »

Persons who desire to participate in a local church but who are not ready for active membgrshxp because .of temporary

residence, tentativeness about Friends faith, or other substantial reason may app?y for affiliate membership. .Tl_‘ey may

be granted affiliate membership if they are in harmony with one of the following, the local elders determining their

readiness:

1. "What Friends Believe" (see pp. 5-7). . A i

2. The following essential Christian doctrines: the sovereignty of God; the deity and hurpamty of Jesus Chnst: the
atonement through Jesus Christ by which persons may be reconciled to Qod; the resurrection qf Jesus, whxch assures
the resurrection of all true worshipers; the gift of the Holy Spirit to believers; and the authority of the Scriptures.

3. The Statement of Faith of the National Association of Evangelicals, in which Northwest Yearly Meeting has

membership (see p. 70).

Responsibilities and Privileges A . : .
Affiliate members recognize and fulfill the obligation of regular att_endance in meetings of the church, giving moral and
financial support to its programs. Their children may begomc afﬁhate m.emlbcr-s also or, at the request or by consent of

ei ts. associate members. Affiliate members are given certificates indicating their relationship to the church. They
e d arately on membership rolls. Only active members, however, may serve on the Nominating Committee
;;'Ll}l:t‘::]}?f::h z?;s officers, elders, ministers, trustees, or clerks of standing committees. Only active members may act
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as representatives to Yearly Meeting or serve on its councils, boards, or commissions. Affi

liate members are encouraged,
therefore, to prepare themselves for active membership through a membership class or p

astoral instruction.

Transfer by Certificate

Among Friends

When a member in good standing, or an associate member, has removed to the limits of another church, a certificate of
membership is issued upon request of the member, or at the initiative of the local church but with the consent of the
member. Transfer of membership becomes complete when acknowledgment has been received from the accepting church,

With Other Denominations

When an applicant for membership produces a letter of transfer from another Christian denomination, the church will
require a membership class or other appropriate preparation. The church may receive the applicant into membership on
the basis of transfer recommendation or upon profession of faith. The church may also delay or reject the application,

or recommend affiliate membership as outlined above. In such cases the elders should interpret carefully to the applicant
the judgment of the church.

If a member in good standing wishes to unite with another Christian body, the church may grant a certificate of

recommendation to the church of that member's choice. After acknowledgment that this certificate has been received, this
person's membership with Friends is terminated.

Transfer of Ministers (see p. 38).

Record of Transfers

The acceptance and issuance of all certificates are to be recorded in the minutes of the local church, the lists of members
corrected accordingly by the statistician. The statistician must maintain a current list of members.

Resignation and Forfeiture

Resignation

Resignation of membership is submitted to the church in writing. The church may then exercise its discretion about
accepting it.

Uniting with another Denomination

When a member has united with another religious body that functions as a denomination, information verifying the fact
authorizes the church to remove the name from its membership list. The clerk informs the person of the action.

Forfeiture

Members who remove to places remote from any Friends church should correspond with their churches, and the churches,
through their elders, with them. When no communication has been received from a non-resident member for three years
and when after this period the Committee of Elders has made a reasonable effort to communicate, the church at its
discretion may instruct the statistician to remove the name from its list of members.

Certificates of Membership

(For sample membership forms see pp. 55-57.)
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PASTORS AND
OTHER CHRISTIAN WORKERS

Duties and Privileges of Pastors

Initiation of Pastoral Service

The elders of a local church initiate arrangements for pastoral services, consulting with the general superintendent of the
Yearly Meeting and after prayerful deliberation making recommendation to the church. When the church unites with the
judgment of the elders, it extends the call to a minister for pastoral leadership. When a new pastor comes from another
Friends yearly meeting and when this person's membership and ministerial standing have been accepted, the church
requests the clerk of the Yearly Meeting to issue a minister's certificate. The pastor chosen should accept the Christian
beliefs as held by Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church.

Pastoral Care -
The pastor and elders share responsibility for the spiritual care of the church. The pastor should in no sense dominate the
church but should serve it, helping members through individual encounter and organized endeavor to become more
effective in Christian proclamation, fellowship, and service. The pastor should take care that in meetings for worship the
members of the congregation are afforded opportunity for their exercise of ministry, as the Lord may lead. The pastor
is particularly responsible, in agreement with the elders, to:
1. Affirm through public ministry the Faith and Practice of the Yearly Meeting.
Facilitate systematic religious visitation among members and other attenders. » -
Provide individual counseling to persons seeking spiritual and moral guidance, and to those preparing for marriage.
Call on the sick, the bereaved, and the needy, and facilitate the compassionate interest of others on their behalf.
Preach for the edification of the church, as led of the Lord, working with the elders in arrangements for worship and
other preaching ministries. ‘
6. Lead the church in programs of evangelistic outreach. A
7. Serve as an advisory member of the church committees and departments, giving counsel to organizations such as the
. Sunday school and Friends Youth, reinforcing their concerns through public ministry.
8. Provide systematic preparation for membership.

GoE e

Pnrecezr:;‘:rx:zleset;rssadvisable for a church to call as pastor a person who is not yet a rt?corded Friends minister or for

e Meeting Board of Evangelism to appoint an unrecorded minister to an extension church, the presiding clerk
. Yearly1 ;71 mtgin upon recommendation by the clerk of the Council of Elders and the general superintendent, issues
Of_ by l%é:rt?ﬁcate of license. This certificate, which must be requested by the Council of Elders or the Board
U?;Sﬁ;ﬁ?ﬂfhmzes temporary pastoral ministry, including the performance of wedding ceremonies when legal
0 )

requirements have been met.

ual Report by Pastors ]
?nn s(o:’)servmg a local church within the Yearly Meeting sends an annual report to the general superintendent, using
Every pa

a form provided.
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Pastoral Relationship with a Church

The church formulates a written understanding with the pastor regarding length of service, whether it is one year, a
specified term of years, or an indefinite time. This arrangement may be renewed at the discretion of the church, with
notice given not less than three months prior to the close of the pastoral year. When a pastor or church discerns that this
particular pastoral service has been fulfilled or that the ministerial service is no longer required, the relationship can be
terminated by either party. Written notice should be given at least three months in advance. When possible, termination
should coincide with the close of the pastoral year. When the church initiates termination procedure, the pastor may
request, and is entitled to, a hearing before the elders or before the church in business session.

Northwest Yearly Meeting Pension Plan

The Pension Plan of Northwest Yearly Meeting provides retirement benefits to ministers and Christian workers. This plan
is available to all persons whose customary church employment requires at least thirty hours a week. It is administered
by the Pension Board, which makes suitable investments from the funds contributed (see also p. 60). Churches making
pastoral arrangements should ensure participation in this plan or a suitable alternative. Enrollment forms and other
information may be secured from the Yearly Meeting office.

Other Christian Workers

Appointment

Local elders may from time to time recommend, and the church may appoint at their discretion, members who are not
recorded ministers to perform special types of service for the church. These include assistant pastors and youth pastors;
music directors and vocal or instrumental musicians; evangelists and helpers for any other service that contributes to the

spiritual ministry of the church. The church should bear in mind provisions for the certification of ministers of music (see
p. 42).

Liberation and Recommendation

When a Christian worker as defined above feels led, and an opportunity has been offered, to perform some special type
of service temporarily in another church, the concem is presented to the local elders. If they unite with the concemn, they
so recommend to the church, which may grant a certificate of service, with commendation, to the fellowship of Friends
where the proposed ministry is to occur. (See p. 54 for a suggested form.)
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DEALING WITH OFFENDERS

Ministers

Grounds for Investigation

When there is evidence that a minister has lost the gift in ministry and usefulness to its work, or no longer represents the
Yearly Meeting in that ministry, or can no longer affirm the Faith and Practice of Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends
Church, that minister's right of recording is brought into question.

Initiation of Action

Request for a review of ministerial status may originate from Yearly Meeting superintendents, the elders of a local church,
or the Council of Elders. Requests originating with the local elders or the superintendents will be forwarded to the Yearly
Meeting Council of Elders.

Investigation and Final Action

Each case is investigated as thoroughly as possible by the Yearly Meeting Superintendent and the Yearly Meeting Council
of Elders in conjunction with the local elders. The Yearly Meeting Council of Elders may designate representatives to
work with the superintendents. If after laboring prayerfully and lovingly with the minister in question the invesu'ggtmg
body finds the charges sustained, the minister is disciplined according to Council of Elders guidelines for disciplining
and restoring erring ministers. During the restoration process the minister's recording is not re;voked, but is suspended.
If the restoration process fails, the Council of Elders may recommend to the Yearly Meeting that the recording or
credentials of the minister be rescinded. If the Yearly Meeting concurs in this recommendation, tht_a certificate of
recording must be surrendered. (An appeals procedure is outlined below.) If the restoration process is successfully
completed, the recording status is promptly restored.

Erring Members

Causes for Action and Preliminary Measures . |
If there are erring members in the church, the elders are to initiate discipline and to do so with love and prayer. Actions
that constitute sufficient cause include failure to live a consistent moral life, conduct unbecoming to a Chnst_xan, hgbltual
and unreasonable neglect of meetings for worship, denial or repudiation of Christian beliefs as set forth in Faith and

Practice.

i Further Dealings
l\;\;)}:ﬂmaLLCl(::::;l:ll;:xsslnaie exercised proper pastoral care without avail, they lodge with the cl_lurcb a formal complaint
s 4o the erring member, setting forth the charges and their efforts at restoration, if necessary calling upon
g agalnst efor assgistance in’conﬂic! resolution. It must be evident that the elders have exercised loving care,
"}1:)::::?:3, r::stt‘::igperson the nature of the default, and sought to bring about repentance and restored communion with
s

Christ and the church.

Final Action of Disownment L | ‘ |
i cercise of care and forbearance proves unavailing and the offender maintains the pattern of conduct at issue
If’::]fc I(l:xerrcc‘ontinucs to neglect meetings for worship (the latter for a space of three years), the church executes a minute
willfully o

f di ent. the clerk furnishing the offender a copy thereof and so reporting to the next business session of the
of disownment,

church.
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Appeals

Filing an Appeal

A member under dealings as an offender who is dissatisfied with the decision of the church may file with the church at
its next business session, or the one succeeding it, an appeal to the Yearly Meeting Council of Elders for a review of the
case. The church enters this appeal upon its minutes as a record, sends a copy to the Council, and appoints a committee
of three to represent its position before the Council.

Procedure of the Council of Elders

The Council of Elders, after due deliberation upon the presentations by the church and the aggrieved member, may let
stand the decision of the local church. Or it may find that the offense has not been correctly adjudged, or that the charge
has not been sufficiently sustained, or that irregularities of procedure have infringed the rights of the appellant. If so, the
Council sets aside the judgment of the church; the ground of the decision is entered upon the minutes; and the parties are
so informed. If, and only if, the charge is dropped on the basis of irregularity of procedure, the church at its discretion
may take up the case again.

Appeal to the Yearly Meeting

An appellant who is dissatisfied with the decision of the Council of Elders may file an appeal with the next session of
the Council or the succeeding one (but not later). The Council enters this appeal upon its minutes as a record, sends a copy
to the clerk of the Yearly Meeting, and appoints a committee of three to represent its position before the Yearly Meeting,

A local church that feels aggrieved by the decision of the Council of Elders may appeal to the Yearly Meeting, following
the same procedures.

Yearly Meeting Action

The Yearly Meeting appoints a committee to examine the nature of the charge and the proceedings in the case. The
appellant has the right to be present and to challenge any appointment, these objections being adjudged by the Yearly
Meeting, The appointed committee considers fully the statements of the appellant and the statements and minuted records
of the respondent (the local elders), and reviews the findings of the Council of Elders. The committee reports its judgment
to the Yearly Meeting. The decision of the Yearly Meeting is final. The clerk notifies the appellant of this action in
writing and reports this action to the next session of the Yearly Meeting, Every appeal decision is recorded in the minutes
of the Yearly Meeting, a copy of which is forwarded to the church initiating the disciplinary action with instructions to
enter it into its own minutes.
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PROCEDURES AND FORMS

Conduct of Business Sessions

It is a Quaker conviction that the Lord of the Church is present in its times of decision making as well as in its times of
worship. This conviction in no way lessens the need for clarity of presentation or thoughtful reasoning, but rather
reinforces it so that every thought is made captive to Christ, who is present with his people for their corporate as well as
individual judgments (see Acts 15). This conviction supports the following suggestions for business procedures.

A Devotional Period

Every session should begin with a devotional period, a time of waiting upon the Lord, so that minds and hearts may be
united with Christ. During this period some may wish to offer prayer, testimony, or exhortation, or to read an appropriate
Seripture passage. The clerk should determine that all minds are clear and ready for matters of business.

The Opening Minute
Business begins with the reading of the opening minute by the recording clerk. It is worded somewhat as follows
"Pennville Friends Church has met in regular session January __ , 19 ,at p-m. (Some churches may want to

preserve a continuing record of the age of the church; for example, "has met in its eighty-ninth regular session.")

Reading of the Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting should be printed for distribution, or read aloud; their presentation at this time is
for the information of those present. Usually the recording clerk formulates the minutes as business goes forward and
reads them at the close of the session for correction and approval. If this has not been done, approval of the previous
minutes is the first agenda item.

Presentation of Business

From an agenda drawn up by the presiding clerk, the meeting moves through old business, then postponed matters, then
to reports and recommendations by standing and special committees, then to matters of new business on the agenda, and
finally to new matters introduced from the floor of the meeting, Every active member of the church has a right to
participate and therefore to introduce new business. IAt is customary among Friends to present matters of business in the
form of a proposal or a suggestion rather than a motion.

Consideration of Business Matters '
Persons proposing action do so, not with the idea of championing an idea an(;l !.toringing the church to that point of view,
but with a desire for united action based upon the Divine will. Accordingly, it is incumbent upon members to speak freely
to the issue, from their particular perspectives. When this is done m humility and godly fear, it is ﬁ'equeptly the case that
the common thought of the people may shift to one or the other s1de of the proposa!. When all who wish to do so hzfve
expressed their judgments, the presiding clerk gathers thg collective judgment, aslsxng fqr approval. When approval is
voiced clearly, the clerk announces the will of the church, in words such as these "tis my Judgmen? that .Fnends approve
the action, but are there those who do not feel clear about it?" Unless gbjectlons are raised, or clanﬁcanon reqmr'ed. the
clerk then announces that it is the decision of the meeting. The repordmg clerk th(_anl formulate§ a minute embodying the
proposition and the decision. The business session resorts to voting only when civil law requires it.

The Conciuding Minute o
After all matters have been considered and there is no further business to be presented, the presiding clerk, perceiving

that all minds are clear, reads or has read a concluding minute, for example, "The session adjourned, to meet. .

19, oratthe call of the clerk."

53
July, 1998



Marriage Ceremonies

The Spiritual Nature of Marriage

Marriage is divinely ordained and ought to be entered with prayerful deliberation and in the fear of God. Young people,
especially, are advised to seek the counsel of pastors or elders and to be guided by their admonitions so that there s a
context of support by parents and others sufficient to sustain the establishment of a new home in Christian grace and love,
Because of the spiritual nature of marriage, a wedding should be a religious rather than a civil occasion whether the

marriage is solemnized in a meetinghouse, in a home, or elsewhere. Spiritual celebration, rather than social ostentation,
should characterize the ceremony.

Those who are united in marriage and the ministers who participate in wedding ceremonies must be careful to meet all
legal requirements of the state in which they reside there should be a valid m:
registration of the minister, authentication by witnesses, and
appropriate civil authorities.

arriage license, proper certification and
prompt and official reporting of the marriage ceremony to

Forms of Marriage Ceremonies

Wedding ceremonies vary greatly according to family wishes and tradition, Basic t
of the exchanged vows. In some states a certified minister is required to si
In all cases two or more witnesses should sign. Friends should ensure that the emphasis is upon the couple prayerfully
and joyfully pledging faithfulness to each other in the presence of family and friends. An appropriate ceremony may be
arranged with a minister presiding, or a traditional form of the Friends ceremony may be used, as follows:

After a time of silent waiting in a gathered meeting for worship, the man and woman should stand before the church and,
taking each other by the hand, declare to the following effect: "In the presence of the Lord and before these witnesses,
I take you, D.E. [using the full name], to be my wife, promising with Divine assistance to be unto you a loving and
faithful husband, as long as we both shall live."

0 all of them is the public witnessing
gn and return a portion of the marriage license.

"In the presence of the Lord and before these witnesses, I take you, A.B. [using the full name], to be my husband,
promising with Divine assistance to be unto you a loving and faithful wife, as long as we both shall live."

A minister or elder may then declare that they are husband and wife, directing the witnesses (or perhaj

ps all those present)
to sign the license and a certificate of record.

A certificate becomes the property of the bride and groom. Care should be taken that the legal document provided by the
county clerk is filled out properly and returned by the official to the civil authorities.

Suggested Form for Minutes of Service

When a minister or other member has been liberated for service beyond the local church (see pp- 35-36, 50), a minute

may be drawn to the following effect:

_____has expressed a concern for ministry among Friends in . We concur with this concern and

recommend him/her/them to your fellowship and care, has been active among us in the following ways
. We would be pleased to receive an endorsement of this minute of service and any response to the

ministry you may wish to send. Our prayers are with you.

(Signed) , Presiding Clerk
—— o . PriendsChindk

(Similarly, a sojourning minute may be drawn for persons desiring to visit among Friends,

particularly in other yearly
meetings and in other countries.)
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Membership Forms

Suggested Application for Active Membership

I (name) , having acknowledged Jesus Christ as my Savior and having studied the Christian beliefs
of Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church and accepted them, desire to become associated with fellow Christians
of this faith and do hereby apply for active membershipin ___ Friends Church.

I'am ready to take advantage of opportunities for spiritual growth offered through the various ministries of the church
and to take an interest in the business of the church and the work of the Yearly Meeting,
I understand that membership implies an obligation on my part to support the church in the following ways:

(1) by living a consistent and godly life (Romans 1:21),

(2) by using my gifts in ministry and service as God directs me (1 Peter 4:10),

(3) by attending the regular meetings for worship and fellowship unless hindered by reasons I can conscientiously
give to my Lord (Hebrews 10:23-25),

(4) by making regular financial contributions to the ministry of the church (2 Corinthians 9:6-8).

1 am prepared to uphold the statements of Christian belief of Northwest Yearly Meeting, but if at any time I can no longer
work in harmony with the faith and practice of Friends, I shall ask that my name be removed from membership.

(Signed) Phone
Address
Birth date Single Married

Are you now a member of another church?

If so, where?
************************************************************tx*

Recommendation to the Business Meeting:

The Committee of Elders accepts this applicant and presents for active membership.
Date .
(Signed) , Clerk of Committee of Elders
Date

Date of business meeting and action taken

d Application for Affiliate Membership . . A .
i , having acknowledged Jesus Christ as my Savior and having studl'ed the Christian
L(?a?;egmmhwes[ Yearly Meeting of Friends Church, desire to become associated with fellow Christians of this faith

i i ip i i Church. I am not yet ready for active
ly for affiliate membership in Friends : r -
= 12:;;1?0: zl:e);'oﬁ;;ing reason (a) temporary residence, _____(b) tentativeness about Friends beliefs, or
mem phaan o

(c) other (specify)

dy to take advantage of opportunities for spiritual growth offered through the various ministries of the church
ina?t;e;.ki an interest in the business of the church and the work of the Yearly Meeting.

[ understand that membership implies an obligation on my part to support the church in the following ways:
un ' .
(1) by living a consistent and godly life (Romans ].21?,
2) by using my gifts in ministry and service as God directs me (1 Peter 4:10),
EB; by ttending the regular meetings for worship and fellowship unless hindered by reasons I can conscientiously
y a

i d (Hebrews 10:23-25), gl :
(gnl;eb[; ::Zkl;:g re(gular financial contributions to the ministry of the church (2 Corinthians 9:6-8).

w
o
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I'am prepared to respect the statements of Christian belief of Northwest Ye

v : . arly Meeting, but if at any time [ can no longer
work in harmony with the faith and practice of Friends, I shall ask that

my name be removed from membership.

(Signed) Phone
Address
Birth date Single Married

Are you now a member of another church?

If so, where?

*****#**t******************************************************
Recommendation to the Business Meeting:

The Committee of Elders accepts this applicant and presents
for affiliate membership.

Date

(Signed) , Clerk of Committee of Elders
Date

Date of Business Meeting and action taken

Suggested Certificate for Active Membership

This is to certify that has been granted active membership on the basis of a credible profession
of faith in Christ Jesus as Savior and Lord, a manner of life consistent with that profession, an acceptance of the beliefs
of Christianity as held by Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends, and a unity with its spiritual disciplines.

Children uniting as associate members:

(Name) Birth date

et Su B L C L ol i
(Name) Birth date

S T N TR
(Name) Birth date

_—

Approved in business session on (date)

Friends Church
(Signed) , Presiding Clerk

Suggested Certificate for Affiliate Membership

This is to certify that has been granted affiliate membership on the basis of harmony with one of the following;
1. The Faith and Practice of Northwest Yearly Meeting

2. The following essential Christian doctrines: the sovereignty of God; the deity and humanity of Jesus Christ; the
atonement through Jesus Christ by which persons may be reconciled to God; the resurrection of Jesus, which assures
the resurrection of all true worshipers; the gift of the Holy Spirit to believers; and the authority of the Seriptures,
3. The Statement of Faith of the National Association of Evangelicals (see p. 70).
Accordingly, ~ isgranted the privilege of participating in the worship and business of
this church within the limits set forth by Faith and Practice (see p. 47), and the obligation of faithful attendance at
services of the church, active moral and spiritual support, and considerate giving toward its financial needs. This
membership will be reviewed annually and may be terminated at any time by the member or by the church,

Approved in business session on (date)
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Friends Church
(Signed) , Presiding Clerk

Suggested Certificate for Persons Received by Transfer

This is to certify that has been granted active membership on the basis of transfer from

Friends Church ( Yearly Meeting), which has issued a certificate
of good standing and a commendation to Christian care and fellowship.

Children uniting as associate members:

(Name) Birth date
(Name) Birth date
(Name) Birth date

Approved in business session on (date)

Friends Church

(Signed) , Presiding Clerk
Suggested Certificate of Transfer
This is to certify that , who wishes to transfer to (church/address)
is a member of good standing with us, and we commend him/her to your
Christian fellowship. On behalf of Friends Church, (address)
and by official action (date) . The transfer
will be made official upon acknowledgment of this certificate.
Friends Church
(Signed) , Presiding Clerk
***************************************************t******t#*tt
Acknowledged on this date by (presiding officer),
Church.

Note: Local churches, or the Yearly Meeting, may wish to prepare more extensive certificates embodying spiritual goals
and c'ovenams Any such certificates should include as the statement of faith the summary document "What Friends
Believe" from this Faith and Practice.
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Incorporation of Local Churches

Inasmuch as articles of incorporation for churches must take various forms because of the differing corporation laws in
the states within which the churches of Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends are located, no precise wording is provided.

The Yearly Meeting does require, however, that in each instance of incorporation the articles must contain the following
four paragraphs:

First, that somewhere in the paragraph on purpose or objective there be included this clause: "to conduct a local church
in accordance with the provisions as set forth in the Faith and Practice of Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church,
a nonprofit corporation in the State of Oregon."

Second, in the paragraph on dissolution there be included this statement: "Though intended to be perpetual, the

corporation, in case of dissolution, provides that the assets shall become the property of Northwest Yearly Meeting of
Friends Church or its successors."

Third, in the paragraph on membership there be included this statement: "Every person who has been admitted as a
member of the Friends Church in accordance with the said Faith and Practice shall be a
member of this corporation, and no other terms of admission into such corporation will be recognized or required."

Fourth, in the paragraph on trusteeship there be included this statement: "The method of electing trustees and the duties
of the trustees shall be in accord with the said Faith and Practice of Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church."

If the exact wording as stated above is inconsistent with the statute of the state under which the church is seeking
incorporation, differing wording will be allowed provided that it states in essence the concepts delineated above, and that
the suggested change is approved by the Yearly Meeting general superintendent.

(This policy concerning incorporation is based upon action taken by Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends in 1966, as
shown in minute 43 of that year. The extract from that minute has been modified only to revise syntax and to include the
change of terminology, from Constitution and Discipline to Faith and Practice, as approved by the Yearly Meeting in
session, July 27, 1987, minute 19, both terms referring to the same church body.)
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RELATED ORGANIZATIONS

Northwest Yearly Meeting Organizations

The following organizations receive most or all of their members through election by the Yearly Meeting or its councils
and boards, and are accountable to the Yearly Meeting.

The Barclay Press

The Barclay Press is a non-profit publishing house serving Northwest Yearly Meeting, other Friends groups, and the
general Christian public. It is accountable to the Commission on Media. It has a board of directors appointed by the
Executive Council (see p. 33).

Friends Action Board

The Friends Action Board offers opportunities for Christian service to persons with concerns for the imprisoned, the
oppressed, the underprivileged, and the disinherited. It looks for ways the Yearly Meeting can offer Christian compassion.
It is subsidiary to the Board of Social Concerns, which it serves by calling attention to projects the churches can handle
with budgeted support or special funding.

Friends Church Extension Foundation

The Friends Church Extension Foundation is a charitable and religious corporation which secures funds by gift and loan,
and lends these funds to constituent local and extension churches of Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church for
construction purposes. Its six members are appointed by the Board of Evangelism for terms of three years, one-third of
the terms expiring each year. The Foundation elects its own officers. A description of the program with investment
prospectus, and application forms for construction loans, may be secured from the Yearly Meeting office.

Friends Fund '
See page 41, Board of Stewardship, Department of Development (Friends Fund).

Friends Youth . |
Friends Youth provides leadership for high school and college-age young pegple. It has 1}5 own clerks, its own
organizational structure, and a handbook detailing purposes and procedures. Fnendg Youth is related to the Yearly
Meeting under the Board of Education and Youth, three me.mbers of \Avhom serve, with an appointed adviser and the
general superintendent of the Yearly Meeting, on its Executive Committee.

George Fox University . 1 y ‘ -
George Fox University, the Yearly Meeting institution of higher education, reports annually to the Yearly Meeting, which
elects all its trustees. Of the forty-two trustees, not more than fom‘teen are elected each year for terms of three years. These
are nominated as follows not more than six by the Executive f:our?ml of the Yearly quung; not more than six by the
University Board of Trustees; not more than two by the University Alumni Association. Membel"s to fill vacancies

curring otherwise than by expiration of term are nominated by the group entitled to represgntaugn by the original
i University bylaws state that no change affecting the relationship between the University and the Yearly
:/c‘)m:p: tlz:; l;‘e made without consent of the Yearly Meeting. Tilikum Center for Retreats and the Center for Peace
Le:cnllfg areyagencies of George Fox University with their own boards of advisers.

Northwest Yearly Meeting Pension Board
See page 41, Board of Stewardship, Department of Benefits.
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Organizations Having
Yearly Meeting Representation

Friendsview Manor Corporation

The Friendsview Manor Corporation has had a close relationship with the Yearly Meeting. It came into being in the late
1950s when concerned members of the Yearly Meeting and the Board of Peace and Service called for the establishment
of a retirement home. The Corporation, which manages Friendsview Manor in Newberg, Oregon, consists of a board of
not more than twenty-one directors; it is largely self-sustaining. Three directors are appointed by the Yearly Meeting

through nomination by the Board of Peace and Social Concerns. Their terms are for three years, one director being named
each year.

Western Evangelical Seminary

Under a long-standing policy of Western Evangelical Seminary, five members of the Yearly Meeting serve on the
Seminary Board. These members are nominated by the Executive Council and appointed by the Yearly Meeting, to which
they report annually. They serve three-year terms, approximately one-third of the terms expiring each year.

Organizations Serving
Northwest Yearly Meeting

These organizations are composed of Yearly Meeting Friends but are organized independently:

Friends Men

Friends Men offers men of the Yearly Meeting an annual retreat for inspiration and fellowship and fosters interest in
special projects of Christian outreach. The fellowship appoints its own officers.

The Friends Women's Missionary Fellowship

Friends Women's Missionary Fellowship promotes missions by sharing and distributing literature, by praying for the
missionaries and encouraging their families, and by contributing financial support. The Fellowship sponsors an annual
retreat. It appoints its own officers.

The Pastors Association

The pastors and other ministers of Northwest Yearly Meeting meet annually for fellowship and inspiration. The Pastors
Association appoints its own officers. It also makes appointments to a related organization (see above).

Quaker Benevolent Society

Members of the Quaker Benevolent Society are Friends from any yearly meeting who wish to share in a minimal way
the expenses at a member's death. A self-perpetuating committee, with terms unspecified, supervises the program and
appoints a secretary-treasurer to collect and distribute funds. The committee reports on its activities to the Board of Peace

and Social Concerns, which confirms nominations to the Committee. Membership forms are available at the Y

early
Meeting office.
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Organizations in Which the
Yearly Meeting Holds Membership

Evangelical Friends International
Northwest Yearly Meeting is a member of the Evangelical Friends International (EFI).

Evangelical Friends International/North America Region

Northwest Yearly Meeting is a member of Evangelical Friends International/North America Region (EFI/NA). It is
represented by the general superintendent, two members from each appropriate board, and one member-at-large. EFI/NA
provides cooperative action in missions, education, and publications; and it represents the constituent yearly meetings
in various Friends ecumenical activities. It holds national conferences periodically. Its Statement of Faith is found in the
Appendix, page 68.

The National Association of Evangelicals

Northwest Yearly Meeting is a member of the National Association of Evangelicals, with representation through
Evangelical Friends Intemnational/NA appointment. The Statement of Faith of the Association is found in the Appendix,
page 70.

The National Black Evangelical Association

Northwest Yearly Meeting is a member of the National Black Evangelical Association. It is represented by its general
superintendent and other officers.
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APPENDIX

EARLIER INTERPRETATIONS
OF CHRISTIAN FAITH
(Northwest Yearly Meeting)

Northwest )’early Meeting continues to look to the "Richmond Declaration of Faith" (1887) as a basic document of
Friends belief. It also continues to set forth interpretations of Christian faith for contemporary Friends. A significant

statement of faith was adopted in 1902, and major revisions were made in 1945, 1970, and 1987. For the 1987 adoption.
see "What Friends Believe," page 5. :

In the §eclion belqw are the most recent interpretations adopted by the Yearly Meeting prior to 1987. The following
‘Doctrines," "Testimonies," and "Fundamental Truths" (pp. 62-67) are from the 1979 Constitution and Discipline; they
include the official changes and additions made between 1979 and 1987.

Doctrines

["Doctrines" was adopted in 1970 with the wording shown below and was reprinted in 1979. One of the paragraphs, given
here as the introduction, has been included in every Discipline of the Yearly Meeting since 1902. It received min
in 1945. For the 1987 revision of this paragraph see "What Friends Believe," page 5.]

The doctrines of the apostolic days are held by Friends as essentials of Christianity. The Fatherhood of God, the deity
and humanity of the Son; the gift of the Holy Spirit; the atonement through Jesus Christ by which men are reconciled to
God; the resurrection of our Lord, which gives us assurance of the resurrection of all true believers; the high priesthood
of Christ, by whom we have access to the Father in the forgiveness of our sins; the individual priesthood of believers—
these are most precious truths, to be held as vital, life-giving realities.

God's Revelation in Christ

We profess unwavering allegiance to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We believe the Word of God spoken in every
heart was supremely manifest in Jesus Christ, true God and perfect man. Through His life, His atoning death, and His
resurrection we receive God's forgiveness and are restored to holiness by His grace, as we walk in Christ's light.

The Church as the People of God

We believe the church to be composed of persons who, through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ, have been born into
His Kingdom and baptized by the Holy Spirit into the one body. Scripturally, the term "church" refers to various
groupings of Christians as well as to the entire body of Christ. A denomination denotes Christians freely united by

common biblical convictions, associated in worship, teaching, and public witness of the faith, The Friends Church is so
denominated.

The Place and Authority of the Holy Spirit
We believe God reveals His truth to men. There are no spiritual insights or principles of truth apart from the revelation
of God. By inspiration of His Spirit, God reveals Himself to us in Scripture. God by His Spirit enlightens reason and

instructs conscience. Man may, therefore, receive from the Holy Spirit the wisdom and the power individually, and
corporately through the church, to hear and obey the Lord.

or editing

The Place and Authority of Scriptures

We believe the Holy Scriptures, inspired of God, are the divinely authorized record of the doctrines which Christians are
bound to accept, and of the moral principles which are to regulate their lives and actions, Interpreted by the Holy Spirit
they are an unfailing source of spiritual truth. }
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Man's Salvation

We believe the Holy Spirit convicts man of sin and convinces him of Christ as the only hope of salvation. By faith in
Christ, and His blood shed on Calvary, man knows himself forgiven of God. Having been regenerated and reconciled
to God, the believer by faith receives Christ's promised baptism with the Holy Spirit and so is enabled to live in victory
over sin now, and prepared for the resurrection and eternal life in the world to come.

Our Lord's Return

We believe the risen Lord, now present with His Church, will return in person to consummate His rule over men and
nations. We believe His triumph will end the usurpations of Satan, and that, after the resurrection and final judgment of
the wicked, the universe will be restored to the glory for which it was created.

The Worship and Work of the Church

We believe all Christians receive certain gifts from the Spirit for use in and for the church. Some may preach, others
evangelize, teach, heal, administer, counsel, bear burdens, or help in a variety of ways to fulfill the Great Commission.
The church seeks to encourage and rightly order the exercise of these gifts for the sake of the Kingdom. Gifis in the
ministry often warrant official recognition and financial support by the church.

Friends worship on the basis of obedience to the Holy Spirit. Our communion with the Lord is unbroken by outward rite
or ceremony. In the covenant of the promised Holy Spirit, Christ leads us both in worship and in the business of the
church. In our meetings we provide opportunity not only for preaching but also for praise, silent and vocal prayer, song,
testimony, exhortation, and the sharing of concerns for the furtherance of the Gospel.

Friends observe the first day of the week for worship and rest. They also encourage daily private and family worship.
Testimonies

["Testimonies" was adopted in 1970 and reprinted in 1979. Concerns about integrity marriage and family amusements,
alcoholic beverages and harmful drugs, peace and war, and the Christian's relation to the state—all have been expressed
in every Discipline of the Yearly Meeting. Statements on capital punishment and race relations were adopted in 1958
and revised in 1970. Dates of recent changes and additions are indicated.]

Integrity in Word and Deed ' ]
In allegiance to Christ and obedience to His clear commands, we refrain from swearing legal Qaths and from p.rofam!y
in speech. It is our conviction that openness toward others is not well served by Christians holdmg membersvh?p in secret
societies. We seek to evidence Christian holiness by conducting our family, business, and civic responsibilities with
honesty toward others and as good stewards before God.

i Famil
][\;:;:;:cgijna?gsgljemhd pazlagraph added in 1981] Marriage is ordained pf God for the ort'ieﬁng of the human family in
love and discipline. It is no mere civil act. We feel it should be entered into revgrent}y within the f:hurch. The body of
believers has a responsibility to pray for and encourage c_ouplgs whq are in marital distress, believing _r.hat diligent care
within the Body may avert the tragedy of divorce. Marriage is for life a_nd ought not be broke_q by divorce except on
scriptural grounds. In all cases serious attempts should be made for forgiveness and for reconciliation.

Where divorce has occurred, it is the responsibility of Friends to demonstrate the love of God so that the divorced person
el've urposefully within the Christian fellowship. Whether the person remains single or remarries, the church is to
n}:ay ]lov: If a remarriage occurs, the church is to encourage the new marriage relationship to be centered in Christ's love.
; o ns w.ho have been divorced but are living consistent Christian lives should not be hindered from joining the church
ersorkin init. A central purpose of the church is to assure men and women that Christ brings a new beginning in life
Or: ::s potgential‘ fulfillment. When there is forgiveness, there is no desire to remember the past. Just as Christ called and
an :
blessed those whom He forgave, so must we.
i iag iate lifestyle chosen by some (1 Corinthians 7:6-9) as
i the state of singleness (nonmarriage) as an appropriate y i :
iy aﬂjart‘: in which one mgay unwillingly find oneself. Not all are expected to marry and some may find the state of
“',c“laS:s: preferred. A single person is considered qualified equally with others in regard to spiritual gifts and abilities
singlen i

for use in the Lord's work.
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Respect for the Body

[Revised in 1981] Believing that one's body is "the temple of the Holy Spirit," and that we should therefore "
with your body" (1 Corinthians 6:19-20), we exhort all believers to "present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
aceeptable unto God, which is your reasonable service" (Romans 1:21). In view of this, we encourage members to give
prayerful and conscientious consideration in regard to their reading matter, the amusements they attend, and the activities
in which they participate. In contrast to any sensual obsession evidenced in the media, in style of dress, and in printed

matter, Friends positively affirm the sacredness of the body and mind and urge Christians to deport themselves in a way
that glorifies God.

glorify God

Members are wamed against the production, sale, and use of alcoholic
body-defiling drugs, including marijuana, tobacco, beer, and wine. We ur
by society in such products.

beverages and other habit-forming and
ge vigorous opposition to the persistent traffic

Human Sexuality

[Added in 1982] Friends believe that the divine intent of marriage is to fulfill the emotional, spiritual, and physical needs
of humankind and that only within the bonds of marriage divinely ordained can there be a beautiful sexual relationship

for the purposes of reproduction and life enrichment. Adultery and fornication are sinful because they distort the purposes
of God for the right ordering of human sexuality.

Friends believe that the practice of sexual perversion in any form is sinful and contrary to the God-ordained purposes in
sexual relationships. These perversions include sexual violence, homosexual acts, transvestism, incest, and sex acts with
animals. The sin nature is capable of vile affections when humankind rejects the moral laws of God.

Scriptures relating to these distorted and perverse forms of sexuality include Genesis 19:1-13; Deut
Leviticus 18:20, 22, 23; Romans 1:24-28; 1 Corinthians 5:1, 2 and 6:9-20. Neither in the Scriptures nor i
have these practices been regarded as consistent with righteous living.

eronomy 22:5;
n church history

Friends do not accept as members those involved in these perverse practices; neither do they permit them to hold positions
of responsibility or leadership in the church. However, Friends believe that the grace of God is adequate to cleanse and
deliver from all sin (1 John 19; 2 Corinthians 5:17), and they desire to be tender and sensitive to all people, ready to
express kindness, love, and forgiveness. See also Jude 7, 8; Colossians 3:5-7; and Revelation 2:18, 27. When the erring
one has been repentant, the past should not be remembered. As Christ called and blessed those whom He forgave, so must
His followers, Friends must not hinder the forgiven person from holding membership or having responsibility in the
church.

Friends churches should exercise concern for their members on matters of sexuality and should discipline offenders in
love and truth (see "Rules of Discipline" p. 46).

Peace and War

The teachings of Jesus, the whole spirit of His gospel, and the provisions of His grace call us to live at peace with all men,
We feel that war and violence are not consistent with the Christian holiness to which we are summoned in Christ. We
encourage our members to find alternative ways in which to achieve civil justice and to work within civil society for the
redress of wrongs.

The Christian and the State

All men stand accountable to God, whom they have the right to worship and serve freely without state control. We resist
every effort of the State to usurp the prerogatives of God. We recognize, nonetheless, that civil government is an
instrument of God to restrain evil and provide for the welfare of men. Out of Christian conviction, then, wi

. e respect and
submit to the government within its proper function.

Sacredness of Life

[Second paragraph added in 1981] Because we trust God as the righteous judge before whom men spend their lives in
probation, we oppose capital punishment. We feel it is an unchristian preempting of the authority of God over human life,

As a leaven in society, Christians ought to lift civil government to a closer approximation to God's laws for human affairs,

Because we believe human life is sacred and created in God's image, we oppose induced abortion
convenience or population control. Under no circumstances should abortion be considered without compe
psychiatric, and spiritual counseling.

for personal
tent medical,
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Race Relations

Although we recognize that social injustice arises in whatever situations individuals can gain selfish advantage of others,
we believe the church ought firmly to bear public Christian witness to the justice due all mankind under God. We
repudiate all efforts to discriminate on the basis of race, nationality, or caste. We seek to witness the dignity and worth
of all before God. We seek to bind up the hurts of those who suffer injuries. In the fellowship of the church we strive to
break down the artificial barriers created by the prejudice of human beings.

Christian Living

[Added in 1981] Because God entrusted man with the responsibility in the care and use of earth's natural resources.
Christians ought to maintain a lifestyle that will help to conserve and replenish resources important for the life of future
generations. As Quakers, who have a long tradition of adhering to scriptural injunctions for plain living, we should seck

to transform the values of our culture rather than to conform to them in this important area (Matthew 6 :4-34; Philippians
4:6; Romans 12:2; Genesis 1:28).

Fundamental Truths

["Fundamental Truths" was adopted in 1945. It was reprinted in 1970 and 1979 except that one paragraph was removed
to serve as the introduction to "Doctrines," page 62.]

The Scriptures . 4
The Holy Scriptures were given by inspiration of God and are the divinely authorized record of the doctrines Christians
are bound to accept, and of the moral principles which are to regulate their lives and actions. In them, as interprel_ed and
unfolded by the Holy Spirit, is an ever fresh and unfailing source of spiritual truth for the proper guidance of life and
practice.

The Spirituality of Religious Experience ,
The sinful condition of man, his proneness to yield to temptation, the world's absolute need of a Savior, apd the c!eangxng
from sin in the work of forgiveness and sanctification through the blood of Je§us are cleafly set forth in the gospel of
salvation. The possession of spiritual life is thus assured through a pers_on'al falt..h in Jesus Christ as the Savxqr who through
His love and sacrifice draws us to Him. The vital principle of the Christian fanh is the truth t}?at our salvation and higher
life are personal matters between the individual soul and‘ God.. The teachings of .'Iesus C_hns_t concerning the spiritual
nature of religion, the impossibility of promoting the spintua} life by the‘ ceremon?al application of malt?nal things, the
fact that faith in Jesus Christ Himself is all sufficient, 'and' His presence in Y.he be}never‘s hem—these virtually destroy
every priestly system and point the soul to the only satisfying source of spiritual life and power. Friends accord to every

person the right of equality with every other.

Spirit
z:xew‘::lt(;:: ?:rt:ixel g(:\iak';ned by the operation of the Holy Spirit, who causes thf: soul to _feel it§ need of rgconciliauon
ith God. The Holy Spirit testifies of Christ as the only hope of salvation; as one y!glds to Hlm he is t?rought into newness
thh S h the regenerating power of the Spirit, and has a true realization of citizenship in the Kingdom of God. The
ik th'm'ug s Efunhcr to the fact of a saved man's adoption into the family of God and of a consequent sonship
i Sp]an‘er' ltm;sts:;an ed nature and life give evidence of this new relation. Thus established in grace, one is able to
Lhrjl—gggfznh thse.fruit of tie Spirit, which gives further confirmation of a renewed state in grace.

i i Spirit

I:: iﬁ;mzn:::e:hghﬁ;lzf god soon realizes that, although the Christian expen'gnce is well begun, he is but a babe
i i oul need that has not yet been met. As he seeks for further light he finds a longing for a greater
5 Cutghtsc s;nse's : Shis nature that so constantly besets him. At this point Friends call his attention to the purifying
e ;m i with the Holy Spirit with which Christ baptizes the eamest believer. Through it the Spirit is
and empowering -apuS(T complete separation takes place in his life, in that sin and holiness are clearly seen as antipodes
poqmd iz o hu‘n tm?f caom l‘e)te victory is to be experienced. John the Baptist, in his presentation of this essential
Wh“?h e cocx31151 1l 12) rﬁade clear the fact of the complete destruction of the chaff, on the one hand, and the perfect
e (Matthew : h : t- ;1 the other. The chaff represents sin; the wheat, the purified nature of man preserved in holi-
presel’;;szglifi;h;:s ::ncgjﬁed wholly, or made pure from the defilement of sin within. Thus a complete triumph over
ness.

sin in the nature is provided for and growth in grace is greatly accelerated.
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The Bestowment of Gifts

[Revised in 1982 and 1987] Friends believe that spiritual gifts are bestowed by the Holy Spirit for the propagation of
the Gospel, for the perfection of believers, and for the edifying of the church in faith and power. In seeking the baptism
with the Holy Spirit, Friends have sought not so much to receive a particular gift as to be controlled by the Giver of the
gifts. Even so, it is recognized that the Spirit gives different gifts to different members of the body of Christ (Romans 12).
The exercise of these gifts brings Christ's truth to personal consciousness in varied ways appropriate to need, Accordingly,
sharp distinctions between different types of ministry should not be attempted. Persons may have multiple gifts, exercised

at different times, both through ordinary abilities sanctified to divine use and through extraordinary sensitivities and
actions.

Friends believe that gifts are for God's glory and that enduement of power must be subordinate to purity. Friends also
believe that the baptism with the Holy Spirit brings heart cleansing and conformity to the image of Christ (Acts 15:8).
In Hebrews 12:14 (NIV) we are asked to "make every effort to live in peace with all men and be holy: without holiness
no one shall see the Lord." For evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit Friends are exhorted to look to inner
transformation. This transformation empowers the believer to live in victory over willful sin and produces a condition
of love, shown outwardly by the fruit of the Spirit and Christian graces.

Friends worship is characterized by simplicity and the freedom of the Holy Spirit to minister to the worshipers gathered.
Similarly, service and ministry, both channels for Truth, are characterized by obedience to God and single devotion to
His will. A local church in gospel order will foster the right use of gifts, whether in worship or as witness in the world,

There is a gift of speaking to the states and needs of individuals, to congregations, and to the orders of society. This
prophetic ministry is characterized by its spiritual vision, its penetrating application of biblical truth, the self-evidence
of its message, and its timeliness. Such discerning ministry often arises out of open, silent worship, as Christ lays His
message upon a ready messenger. Such ministry reaches to the understanding as well as to the emotions, for it bears the
mark of divine unction whether spoken by a minister or by another. It should not be confused with praise or testimony,
although these have their place in worship. Prophetic speaking or writing may occur also within ordinary channels of
human activity, as Friends declare the word of the Lord. Such prophetic words may be intensely personal and private or
pertinent to public life. As a movement Friends have aimed at faithfulness to Christ as Truth without fear or compromise.
They have aimed at the high gift of prophetic ministry as admonished by Paul in 1 Corinthians 14:1.

There is a gift for the ministry of instruction and exposition for teaching the truth. Those who possess this gift are enabled
to contribute in different degrees toward establishing the membership and expanding the conception of divine things. This

ministry of teaching requires a balanced, trained, and well-stored mind and the consecration of that mind to the service
of Him who is the Truth.

There is the gift of exhortation, which is an ability for making an appeal to the hearts of men, stirring them to a sense of

God's love and His purposes for them; it is the power of moving and convincing souls. Those who possess this gift are
peculiarly fitted for evangelistic work.

There is also the pastoral gift, which consists especially of ability to do personal work with individuals or with families.
This gift enables the possessor to comfort those who moumn, to lead the members into a deeper religious life, to arouse
in the young an interest in the things of the Spirit, and to impress others with a sense of the scope and reality of the
spiritual life. It is the gift of shepherding and feeding the flock.

The church does not make or appoint ministers; it only recognizes gifts where they exist and properly provides for their
exercise and development as a sacred bestowal of the Head of the Church.

In addition to those for the ministry of the Word, other gifts are set forth in the Scriptures. Friends should
await and receive the divine leading and should be open to the movings of the Spirit. The gift of tongues (la
not considered the evidence of the baptism with the Holy Spirit. This view is supported in 1 Corinthians 1
the question "Do you all speak in tongues?" is answered with an implied "no."

prayerfully
nguages) is
2:30, where

According to the belief of Friends, Seripture teaches that any gift of the Holy Spirit is to be exercised in a se
manner edifying to the Church (1 Corinthians 14:26-33). Any practice in worship or other Christian gathering is to be
a spiritual help to the body of Christ and to the individuals involved.

The Lord's Return

tting and

T'he grand consummation of the divine purpose in regard to His people is seen in the prophetic utterances found in the
Scriptures concerning the return of the Lord. He will come as King of kings and Lord of lords to reign over all His
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universe and thus bring to an end the operations of Satan and his minions. The saints are comforted, as they view the
devastations caused by sin in the world, in the assurance that the Lord will come in power and great glory for the
punishment of evil doers and the eternal deliverance of His people from the evils of the world. The Lord declares in
Revelation 22:20, "Surely I come quickly;" and the Church, the bride, the Lamb's wife, responds, "Even so, come, Lord

Jesus." Friends should ever keep this great truth in mind, and thus not be misled by the arguments and reasoning of
unbelievers.
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STATEMENT OF FAITH
OF THE
EVANGELICAL FRIENDS INTERNATIONAL

The Holy Bible

We believe that the Holy Scriptures were given by the inspiration of God; that there can be no appeal from them to any
other authority whatsoever; that they are fully sufficient to make one wise unto salvation through faith that is in Jesus
Christ; that the Holy Spirit who inspired the Scriptures must ever be its true interpreter as He works through the
disciplined and dedicated minds of those within His Church; that any professed guidance that is contrary to these
Seriptures must be counted as a delusion.

God

We believe in one God, revealed through the Holy Bible in the person of Jesus Christ; that He is both the creator and
preserver of all things visible and invisible; that He alone is worthy of worship—honor, glory, dominion, praise, and
thanksgiving—both now and forevermore; and that in the unity of the Godhead there exist three persons, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, inseparable in divinity, power, glory, and eternity.

Jesus Christ

We believe Jesus Christ to be the only-begotten Son of God; that He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary; that He is the express image of the invisible God; and that He combines within Himself both the nature of
God and the nature of man in one perfect indivisible personality—the God-man.

We believe that He was crucified as an atonement for the sins of the whole world, making provision whereby man could
find the forgiveness of sins, the power for a new life, and be brought back into a perfect relationship with the Father.

We believe that He arose from the dead, ascended to the right hand of God, making intercession for us, and that He will
come to earth again to receive His Church unto Himself and to Judge the world in righteousness.

Holy Spirit
We believe the Holy Spirit to be the third person of the Godhead, proceeding from both Father and Son, but equal with

them in authority, power, and glory; that He convicts the world of sin, imparts life to the penitent believer, sanctifies the
child of God, and enables one by His indwelling presence to love God supremely.

Man

We believe that God created man in His own image; that he enjoyed unbroken fellowship with his maker; and that his
whole life centered in the person of God. We believe that man fell from this original state by an act of transgression; that
in this fall man suffered the immediate loss of his perfect relationship to God, making self the center of his life; and that
in this act he suffered immediate spiritual death. In this disposition to sin all men are born. We own 1o principle inherent
naturally in man by which he may be saved, except by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ as a provision for all mankind.
Salvation

We believe that by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and by the direct and immediate agency of the Holy Spirit, man
may be recovered from his fallen state through divine enlightenment, forgiveness of sin, regeneration and sanctification
of his affections, and the final glorification of his body; that in this life man may love God with all his heart, soul, mind,
and strength; that he may live in victory over sin and enjoy unbroken fellowship with his Father; and that once more his
whole life may center in and revolve around his Creator and Father,

We believe that the experience of sanctification is the work of God's grace by which the affections of men are purified
and exalted to a supreme love to God; and the believer is empowered to witness to the living Christ. This is accomplished
by the baptism with the Holy Spirit in the life of a dedicated and believing child of God; that this is both an act in which
the heart is cleansed from an imperfect relationship and state and a process in which the life is continuously disciplined
mto paths of holiness.
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The Church

We believe that all those persons who repent of their sins and believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior are born again into
His Kingdom by the Holy Spirit, and that these constitute the Church universal of Jesus Christ. This Church we believe
to be spiritual in nature, universal in scope, holy in character, and redemptive in her life and purpose.

We believe that wherever two or three are gathered together in the name of Christ, He is truly present in the person of
the Holy Spirit and that such an assembly is a local church, the visible expression of His body, and the Church universal.

We believe that every believer must relate himself to the local and visible body of Christ being fitly framed together with
others into a holy temple in the Lord and builded together for a habitation of His Spirit,

Christian Work

We believe that in the church, the believer is committed to both the worship and the work of God, that this work involves
not only personal righteousness as the fruit of a new life, but the ministry of evangelism and teaching; that in this
commission of Christ every believer is involved in the stewardship of the Kingdom, and that it is fulfilled only by faithful
service in and through the fellowship of His Church; and that this work is continuous until Christ comes again calling
the Church unto Himself. We believe that all Christians are called upon to witness by word and by deed within a sinful
world, not returning evil for evil, but in Christlikeness demonstrating love, forgiveness, and the way of peace.

We believe that in the fellowship of His body, the Holy Spirit gives to every member a gift to be exercised for the mutual
advantage of every member in the body, and for the influence of the church upon those outside; that the ministry is such
a gift given to certain ones whom God calls and ordains for a special service of leadership in His Church; that this service
may be that of pastoring, teaching, evangelizing, or administration.

Liber

We bet])i,eve in the doctrine of Christian liberty, and that this liberty is to be granted in all areas that are not essential to
one's final salvation. While we recognize that among God's children there are differences of faith and practice, f:lue to our
imperfection, we must look forward to the time when we shall all come into a greater unity of the faith. Unti] then we
believe that in essentials there must be unity, that in nonessentials there must be liberty, but in all things there must be
charity.

Spiritual Realities ‘s (l ;
We believe that both Christian baptism and communion are spmmgl Teahtlfzs beyond the mere physical and ouward
ordinances; that baptism is an inward receiving of the Holy .Splvnt in ».vhlch He‘becomes Lord over all—guiding,
cleansing, empowering, and in general representing God to us in ¥mmednate experience; that communion is the daily
receiving and realization of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lor.d; that Qus communion is dependent not oply upon the condi-
tion of the believer walking daily in the light of Christ, but in the hlstopc act of Chnst. on Calvag as His body was brolfen
and blood shed once and for all for us; that Christ thus bect.xmes a daily pexfsqnal spnl'xFual reality known 1mmedlately in
Christian experience; and that through Him and His baptism God and divine realities are known experientially and
immediately.
i nt

gvis;;ﬂ::?: t::‘:e‘lcl::rilgl::nﬁng of Christ that at His conﬁng the dead shall be resyrrected, some to everlasting glory .and
others to everlasting shame; that we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Chqst to receive recompense for Lhe thmff
done in the flesh; that the judgment of the blessed sha.ll be unto heaven, and thg Judgment. of the lost gm.o hell; that t Lf

unishment of the wicked and the blessedness of the righteous shall be evgrlaspng; that this Judgrngnt is in the hands o
gur compassionate Redeemer, who doeth all things after the counsel of His wisdom, love, and holiness.
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STATEMENT OF FAITH
OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF EVANGELICALS

We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative Word of God.
We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His
vicarious and atoning death through His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand
of the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory.

We believe that for the salvation of lost and sinful men regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential.

We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly
life.

We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost they that are saved unto the resurrection of life and they
that are lost unto the resurrection of damnation.

We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in Christ.
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ESTIMATED MEMBERSHIP OF THE
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (1986)

APRICR: o iemmimesisriams st it st e e L bR o delt s oL sl MY 108,305
Burndilds. i ik st st e LR B L 3,000
O ATty ks A A s timvas sttt shten b b ticd e ML JOREDCHNIL (NS BN 17
Wganda i ikt aasaribatiaisins sttt it 1,500
Bast Atfica VIV Raimosil o 8 o e i L DR e B 30,000
East Afeal (S ont B TR g R e 58,000
Elgon Religious Society of Friends? ST e R Sl | 15,000
7711 (PNt W 0 1 My SN s C O LR SO AR 1 0 e o HANIY T o 1 f 500
Pemba YM* .. . 140
SoUtHETRIATRIGAY v e thsirissinsssss G At e Rt e e Bl it Sl bt nih b 148
Madagascar A et e T i e et el L I RN bt o T NA

s L 3 Lo s P e T R L) A 4518
China, People's Republic5 .......................................................................................................... NA

TN e o)1 07 o B e e L gL Fe B it & 0
General Conference*
IR TRAE, oot e e Ot S O B AN S A R, e S e

MR s R oo RN RS RGN I
MEREART perane e ST K S R
B s el b s |
CENTRAL and SOUTH AMERICA ........oooiiimmmmmmmssmmssinmisssesissssimmsss st sinse
Bolivia’ i
Iglesia Nacional de Los Amigos (IINELA) Bolivia YM) «.uorasesvssinsions 15,000
Iélesia Amigos Santidad and "splinter
Iglesia Central de Los Amigos ........
Others8

Colombia

Costa Rica

El Salvador
Guatemala?
Honduras

Jamaica
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Denmark ..

......................................................................................................................... 38
BB i Sl o i o b i g A el 121
Germany (DEmOCTAtIc REPUBIC): ...u.scuscssesssssspossasssssssssesssssrissssessstisostasaessotsetreseetmssess s 50

Ireland

Others in Europe

INORIIBAMBRICA, . oo tontibisi it toodb bl i tssseihis st o 111,039

Oaman).. e S Rt U e e bl

New England .
New York

45,863
WIS - o ot A T e A B O A A SR 5 Mt eyt g Ll B 8,452
WVRERIRGHOAN o covcicdes MRt oy s s s Lo ST BT B e s s 3,151
FRIEBND S GBNBRAL CONFBRENCE ....iuoioiiicrisiiterioiionssssssimtbormistsssiasstsmtssramsidiotsits 17,251

Central Alaska ..

[llinois

CPRNINEEE ; occodobrs s bontmtlian ms b v, 0o ot oo b st o) o 870
BEAREIMIN .S 15 s iy vt R s B I ol 12,896
BRURIGHRER i i 0250 oo R 5k S b T U T e bt s 358

Southern Appalachian.

GBI /i, it o it A A AR AR I T R s A T 380
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EVANGELICAL FRIENDS INTERNATIONAL/NORTH AMERICA 25,685

Eastern Region.
Mid:-Amenieait ftee Akl o i il L
Northwest

UNAFPILIATBID) s ot ssbiteliinn s i s MR L s sl e L L il 1Ly
Alaska*...........
Centtal ([RdIARA). = -, b oot s iiet soreies s Bew s o gose bier o Hsgonsse oo 437

Intermountain.................

Missouri Valley !
N0 U T (O o o e L e R e o A o B SRS A )

PAGHAC ..+ sovisidivares veonsscsisssniuss

Wiorld!International e bems Bl e R s e e i ) 54
GRAND TOTAL 301,711

* Indicates the figure has not been updated since the 1982 publication of Finding Friends Around the World by FWCC.
NA—Not Available.

NOTES

1. Membership statistics for East Africa are extremely elusive and hard to pinpoint. In most groups of East African
Friends a two-year membership preparation course is required. Therefore, the actual num\zer of members could only
be a fraction (some say one-half) of those who would consider themselves "Quakers" and regular, committed
attenders. Also, some groups do not count children below 15 years of age (ERSF), and some count only men.
Therefore, when the meaning of "membership" is not uniform, it is dlfﬁcglt tq be sure that numbers are representative
and meaningful. There are also groups of Friends in such places as Nigeria and Tu;kar'xa' for which Fhere are no
available statistics. The following figures were quoted by the late Eldqn Helm after his visit, representing FUM, in
1984. (Statistics are unknown for Nairobi and "Northern" Yearly Meetings. Actual!y, these tyo ygarly meetings are
still in the process of being established, which is reflected by the fact that at the time of this writing Friends frqm
Malava and Witale are seeking a name other than "Northern.") Other lfepons have estimated 75,000 merpbers. with
twice the number of committed attenders (Zablon Malenge, of Nairobi, Kenya), and 45,000 by the FWCC—which
Val Ferguson feels is a fairly representative figure for adult members who have complgted thg two-year membership
course and are regular, financial contributers. Helm's figures were chosep because his on-site report seemed most
representative of membership as it is understood in other parts of Quakerism.
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10.

. This work is overseen by FUM, while Pemba YM (

. There are three or four groups in Bolivia that have splintered off from Frien,

. The figures for Guatemala and Honduras were received from Andres Carranz

ERSF only considers its "converted"
young Friends (15 years or younge
15,000 adult members for a rough t
members.

members as thos_e who are 15 years of age or older. Since there are about 15,000
1) who are contributing (financially) attenders, Eldon Helm added them to the

otal of 30,000. However, we have retained the 15,000 figure, as it reflects "actual

also in Tanzania) represents work be I

| gun by London YM in 1897.
In 1968, Friends from the Malagasy Republic joined with two other Protestant groups to b ited "
of Jesus Christ in Madagascar." i i s e
There is reason to believe that there are still many Friends in Mainland China In 198

: : 2, Arthur O. Roberts led a
George Fox College study tour to China, and the t wi isti
o ﬁncemin. g y y met with several Quaker contacts there. Statistics, however, are
The 1982 FWCC report suggests that these statistics are quite low.

These figures are approximate calculations, based on number of Friends churches within each of these gr
oups.

ds. Th i i
and are therefore included in these statistics. Ve By Beimc of e

a, COAL Offices i i i
Because this figure represents those yearly meetings with dual affiliation wit e o

h FUM i
to the sum of each to arrive at the total (i.e., for FUM the total is 60,276, and for FG(;1 ?td i: ?lcééttis)homd i
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