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rue v coa: “Athietics—Education for Leadership,

We of NAIA are greatly concerned
about the need for the immediate im-
provement of the
conduct of our
intercollegiate
athletic program.
This year we
have instituted
a program
throughout our
- 520 member col-
leges and univer-
sities to improve
this extremely
imporiant phase
of the educa-
tional process.
Throughout the
31-year history of the National Asso-
ciation of Intercollegiate Athletics, our
foremost goal has been to insure that
the intercollegiate athletic program at
our institutions is educationally de-
fensible—that it is an integral part of
the college ~rriculum just as are lib-
eral arts, | ical education, the de-
bate team, the college newspaper,
teacher education, etc.

To this end, our program intends
to present a positive approach to a
change of emphasis within all seg-
ments of the college community of the
member institution as we strive to
raise the level of moral and ethical
practices within the program.

As an alumnus or sports fan of an
NAIA member institution, you have a
great influence on the total atmo-
sphere in which athletic contests are
held. Individually, we are all aware
of what is good and unacceptable con-

t at an athletic event. However,

often in a crowd situation we tend
to violate our private convictions
v er the emotional stress of the con-
test and justify or rationalize our lax-
ity because of our enthusiasm.

We hope that each of you will give
your influence to encouragé the high-
est in courtesy and vocal enthusiasm
toward officials, coaches, athletes and
fans who are guests of your institution.
They are amateur athletes, don’t for-
get, who are performing for your en-

> than 99 per cent of
er play professionally,

the z¢ h their
olishments. Let us help
g people to get the

A. O. Duer

By A. O. Duver,
NAIA Executive Secretary-Treasurer

most out of their efforts and leave
with them a good feeling when they
remember their college careers and
your community in later life.

For some years, the official NAIA
stationery and envelopes have carried
the following slogan:
“ATHLETICS—EDU-
CATION FOR LEAD-
ERSHIP, CHARAC-
TER, CITIZENSHIP”.
You see it at the top
of this page. We of
NAIA are serious about
this motto or slogan.
This is what we feel it
is all about. Intercol-
legiate athletics is un-
fortunately about the
last bastion for fair play. But we feel
that if the athlete is properly trained,
he will take this feeling of fair play
into the business world and be an
active agent for good.

Now, in addition to what you, as a
fan or alumnus, can do to put an
immediate stop to the evils of inter-
collegiate athletics, we want to share
with you some of the responsibilities
that the college community must as-
sume, so that you can serve as an
encouraging force to them and be able
to measure the progress within your
area.

The officials of the NAIA member
institution must make definite state-
ments of the aims and objectives of
the intercollegiate program as a part
of the total educational process. This
requires the leadership of the college
president, faculty athletic representa-
tive and his committee, the athletic
director and his coaches, and the
student body leaders.

Then, in addition, these campus
leaders must involve the entire com-
munity and see that it is dedicated to
these emphases of sportsmanship and
fair play. This involves the attitude to-
ward and treatment of opponents, the
conduct of athletes on and off the
field of competition, the conduct of
fans, and the planning to assure the
highest level of conduct in every area
of the contest. This must be accom-
plished if athletics is to share its re-
g sibil.  in pr vation of our dem-
ocratic anu free society. Otherwise,
the decay of morality and ethical

Character, Citize ship”

practices will continue to our ultimate
destruction.

How often have we all looked for-
ward for days, weeks and months to
a particular contest between our favor-
ite team and its No. 1 rival? How
often have we discussed
with our friends a pre-
vious meeting between
these two institutions
that occurred as long
as ten or even twenty
years before? How of-
ten has this game to
which we looked for-
ward with such antici-
pated enjoyment degen-
erated into a booing
contest between the ri-
val factions that prohably included a
fistfight or two between the players
and in general resulted in a perform-
ance that we all regretted when the
emotions cooled? The time to prevent
amateur contests from becoming some-
thing of which we are not proud is be-
fore and during the contest, and not
afterward.

We are asking the cooperation and
support of everyone connected with
the athletic program in the most direct
or remote way to engender the neces-
sary leadership and the equally neces-
sary ‘“followership” and take the steps
to set standards which will be ex-
pected of each segment of the college
community.

Keen competition and winning
will still be a major emphasis of the
coach, the athlete, the student body
and the fans, but always witbin the
definite rules of conduct.

A most significant area of this
program must be the maintenance of
sound and positive relationships be-
tween participating institutions and
lessening of tensions caused by inci-
dents unworthy of the program.

Let me leave you with three
thoughts. The success of this program
depends upon you and YOUR con-
duct. As a participant in, or supporter
of, intercollegiate athletics, you must
subscribe firmly to the belief that
intercollegiate: athletics is worthy of
only your highest conduct. This is an
area of endeavor where the actions of
ONE person—yourself— will make a
significant difference.

TYNDALE & CO.
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	Digital Commons @ George Fox University
	1968

	Football Game Program 3 1968
	George Fox University Archives
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1504645082.pdf.vWVM9

