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The following brief memorial, of the experience of a
deeply devoted mind, is deemed worthy of public no
tice, as an additional testimony to " the cloud of wit
nesses," we are ah-eady favoured with, to the inter
nal efficacy of the power and principle of trutli. The
writer was a valuable example of Solomon's observa

tion, " Honoui-able age js not that which standeth in
length of time j nor tliat is measured by number of
years : but wisdom is grey hairs unto men ; and an
unspotted life is old age:" being remarkably distin
guished by a steady, uniform devotion, and dedication
of heart to tlie pure cause of truth and righteousness
on tlie earth j which he believed himself cailed to
maintain, and to endeavour to prcmote by example
and precept. His memory is therefoi'O very precious ;
in particular to some who had an intimate acquaint
ance with him. To these more emphatically, "he
being dead yet spcaketh," in the remembrance of Ids
solid, wise deportrnent, his fewness of words, and
those seasoned witli grace ; and his steady firmness
towards opposers of principles and testimonies, which
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he had not taken upon trust, but deeply examined
their foundation, nature, and tendency ; and being bap
tized under a living concern to support tirem, as be
fore observed, he dared not flinch in the day of battle,
but both in that society of which he became a membei-,
and also among others, he was deeply and awfully
engaged to stand his ground in the divine ability af
forded, and to exhibit an example of ancient simplic
ity and uprightness ; as he observed to a friend in
one of his letters, some months before his decease.
After pointing out his great concern in observing the
declensions amongst a highly professing and eminent
ly favoured people, and making various remarks on
the importance of prespmng as a wall of defence,
the religious discipline established among them, and
not giving way to weakness, in order to maintain a spe
cious, merely external unity, and by being indifferent to
wards those noble testimonies which his soul loved,
and was uncommonly bound to : he firmly, yet hum
bly, added, " O my friend, excuse my freedom ; the
cause of trutli I have to believe, though with a due
proportion of fear I would express it, is so deeply im
pressed upon my mind, that neither the fear nor the
love of any created being or tiling, can be permitted
to obstruct or divert me from what may appear to be
required of me." In a great degree in this firmness he
lived, bearing much epposhion, and the cross, as re-
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Lited in the following memorial; and yet more paj--
ticulaily known to some who were acquainted with
him ; and thus firmly he died in great stabUity :u»cl
peace ; having little to say, hut that little was truly
mucli in a smaU compass, expressed at different times
to a few friends who visited him near his end: some
of whom were also wlUi him just at the solemn period:
and though in the midst of mourning, were joj-ful wit
nesses and partakers of that solemnity and peace,
which proved as a seal to the deep concern, exercise,
and happy close of the dear deceased. He was ill
about three weeks of a fever ; and in the forepart of
his illness expressed to a friend who visited him,
" tliat there was no cause of discouragement to the
right minded." Being asked at another time if he had
any thing in particular to express to friends, he re
plied, " No; only my love: all is well: notliing stands
in my way." And thus he peacefully laid down Ins
life, in the fiOtli year of his age, the 30lh of tlie 1st
month, 1795.

X 2
\



S O M E

A C C O U N T, & c .

I SHALL pass over the early part of my
life, only observing I had been educated in
a religious way. I mention this, as at
times, wlicn I lived in London,. where I
scrvmd an apprenticeship, in the midst of
my dissipation, I frequently felt the reproofs
of the I.ord in mine heart, but which were
soon smothered in the vortex of pleasure.
After I had served my apprenticeship, I re
turned into the country to assist my father
in his business of a farrier, at Reading, in
the year 1786. A little time afterwards, as
I attended the parish church so called,
where a celebrated preacher officiated, I
found an atvakening power, which produced
not a little alteration in me. I more con
stantly attended the services, public and pri-
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vate;'joined the more particular professors,
and went on for several years as one of
them. I also abstained from vain company
and conversa t ion wh ich I had before been
addicted to, so that I was one of the chief
professors ; but I found a gradual wearing
off of the forfce of the impressions I had re-

, ceived; less dislike to worldly company;
and the power of sin gaining the ascendency;
that I at times felt much uneasiness ; partic
ularly as, on serious reflection, I felt the
strength of my lusts and passions, and the
evil propensities of my nature unsubdued ;
notwithstanding my knowledge of the truths
of the gospel, and the profession I made :
and observing and conversing with my fel
low professors, I found the same great anx
iety of mind, and breathings to the Lord,
that he would make me indeed what I pro
fessed to be ; and what I was persuaded by
the scriptures of tmth, a true christian
might be: that is, free from the power, as
well as the guilt of sin. Thus I went on
till about the year 1792, often feeling the
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dominion of sin, and desiring deliverance
from it; when I was led to consider the
people called quakers, and was soon satis
fied there was a manifest difference between
them and others, even in outward appear
ance;'which, when I considered, I was
convinced was more conformable to Chris
tianity than any others I had known ; most of
whom followed all the fashions of the world,
particularly in dress ; an inconsistency I fre
quently observed with much concern. I
tlien sought the conversation of some of
them, and still foimd more simplicity, more
like the precepts and practices of Christ and
his apostles, that I desired to know the prm-

• ciples from which such superior practices re
sulted, and inquired for some of their wri
tings. The first book I think that I read,
was W. Penn's " No Cross, No Crown,"
which much tendered my spirit, and remov
ed some unfavourable opinions which I
had received respecting friends. I then, m
some measure, saw how far what I
known before fell short of what that work
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^ directed to; yet I continued attending at
the parish place of worship ; having the
most favourable opinion of the minister
there, and a particular esteem for him, as a
man who also frequently professed a partic
ular affection towards me. Once I remem
ber, -when I had so far deviated from my
profession, as to go to a horse-race, he sent
for me, and kindly admonished me as a
friend and overseer. I mention this, as after
wards, when it pleased the Lord to enlight
en my mind more clearly, and convince me
of the necessity of leaving the form of wor
ship I had been accustomed to, it was a sore
trial to me to leave him, in a manner that I
apprehended he would feel not a little con
cerned about. The next book I read I
think, was " Barclay's Apology," which
opened many things so clearly to me, that
I could not but consent to them ; neverthe
less, there were some things that at first
reading I could not assent to, particularly
respecting public worship. I thought it
needful there should be a time appointed,
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and somebody ready to officiate, that the ig
norant might be instructed and that a man,
taught as I apprehended, of the Lord, and '
properly qualified, might at any time exhort
or preach to the people. I still attended the
old place, going occasionally to friends' meet
ings on any particular occasions, when some
strangers were expected ; whose testimonies,
though I could not but approve of them, yet
were not able to draw me from my former
society ; but I found the work of the Lord
going on by degrees.

At first, I think, I considered the ordi
nance of the Lord's supper, as it is called,
and was sensible I had never found any profit
in it, from the beginning of my partaking of
it; and though I had often heard others
speak very highly of it, as finding particular
and extraordinary comfort and benefit in it ;
and I often at the time earnestly desired to
find the benefit of it as well as others; yet it
still remained a dead, unprofitable sers'ice : I
therefore declined it entirely. The next thing
I think I observed, was the public singing.
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I began to see a great inconsistency in
that practice, particularly after sermon. I
could feel it had in myself as well as in
others, a manifest tendency to lightness of
spirit, and removing any serious impressions
which might have been received from the
foregoing discourse; that I soon left the
place, immediately after sermon was ended.
It was not long, however, before I saw a
gross inconsistency in the practice altogether,
when I weightily considered the matter con
tained in what was sung, how impossible it
was for a congregation of different kinds of
people to join in singing whatever might be
given out, whether suitable to their condi
tions or not; much of which, I was persuad
ed, could not be said by any, without utter
ing gross falsehoods ; which I could not be
lieve could be acceptable in the sight of the
Lord. I was in consequence constrained to
give forth some observations on the subject
in writing, addressed to tlie professors of re
ligion, attending the place called St. Giles'
c h u r c h .
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" Afew obsevvattons concerning the custom

of singing in public meetings of worship ; by
one, who has long been convinced of the in
consistency of it, and now calls upon every
one who professes to be a follower of the
meek and loxvly Jesus, to lay aside prejudice,
and seriously consider thefollozuing remarks,
which are offered in the fear of the Lord.

" First, It ought ever to be considered,
that God is a Spirit, and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
In other words, it is the language of the
heart which he regards, not words, liowever
excellent of themselves. Now I appeal to
the ■w itness of God in every heart, consider
ing the variety of conditions, the different
subjects of praise, adoration, confession, pe
titioning, &c. contained in every collec
tion, whether in the fear of the Lord any
one, in whatever state or condition he may
be at the time, can with propriety be ready
to sing whatever may be given out. It ap
pears to me impossible that a whole congre-

B
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gation (even if we except the ignorant) can
be in the same frame of mind, considering
the various dispensations of the Lord's pro
vidence towards his people; consequently, if
that is not the case, it follows, of course,
that if all sing, some must utter words with
the mouth contrary to the language of the
heart, which so far from being acceptable to
the Lord, I am persuaded is hypocrisy, and
an abomination in his sight.

" Again, it appears to me inconsistent
also with regard to the other parts of wor
ship; for if the language of the heart is
spoken in prayer, which often precedes sing
ing, aud which implies a sense of our wants,
doth it not shew an indifference whether our

prayers are heard and ansv/ered or not to be
gin singing immediately, perhaps very differ
ent in matter as tvcll as in manner, to what
has been prayed for ?

" Again, after preaching, if the Lord's
power is known and felt under the word, is
it not more likely to profit, if the mind is
occupied in seriotts meditation, than sing-



ing, which from ray own cxpc.iicnce, I can
Bay, has a tendency to divert the raind Irora
solemn, serious reflection ? J am now speak
ing more particidarly concerning those,
who have attained to a measure of the grace
of God. Ask yourselves seriously, Is out
ward singing intended or calculated to please
the carnal ears of men, or a holy God? Why
such anxiety about tunes, voices, and music?
Is the Lord to be pleased with such poor
things ? Oh! no; you cannot suppose it. Con
sider from what root it springs, from the old
man or the new; and remember the axe is laid
to the root, to destroy all that is of the earth,
of our fleshly nature. I have considered
those passages in the New Testament, where
the subject is mentioned, and am confirmed
by them in my opinion, of the inconsistency
of public singing. The apostle speaks of
singing with grace in the heart; of mak
ing melod}'- in the lieart to the Lord; not
making a noise with the tongue unless
that proceeds from the heart; which how
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seldom it does in public singing I appeal to
every considerate mind.

" I am convinced in my own mind, con
sidering our situation here, the power and de
vices of the enemy, our own inbred corrup
tions, that It is more seasonable to watch
and pray, to be ever on our guard, and wait
ing to feel the light and power of Christ, to
discover and subdue the hidden things of
darkness; that as children of the light we
may walk \n the light, and find the blood of
Jesus Christ, his spirit and power, cleans
ing us from all sin; than evidencing that
trifling, careless spirit, too commonly, if not
always, attending outward singing." I could say much more against it, but
would not be tedious, particularly respecting
those that are without. How seldom can
such people, living in open and avowed op
position to God, join in singing without ut
tering gross, abominable lies: and are we
not accessary thereto? Is it not expected
when a psalm or hymn is given out, all pre
sent who are capable will join? Then let it
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not be said, how can we help the abuse of it.
Ought we not rather to set them an example
of truth and righteousness, and not counte
nance any practice that has a tendency to
promote lightness and irreverence? Oh!
my friends, this cannot be acceptable to the
Lord, who requireth truth in the inward
parts. I recommend to your serious consid
eration, what the Lord says in the 1st of
Isaiah respecting the ordinances, of his own
appointing, when not done in a proper spir
it. I perceive every day more and more, an
evident departure from the simplicity of
Christ. Where is the daily cross borne?
Observe the appearance of professors. What
difference is there from the world ? Sure,
my friends, these things ought not to be.
Bear with me, I beseech you. I am much
concerned for the honour ot our profession.
If the cross is truly borne, all self-seeking and
self-pleasing will be done away, and the fruits
of the spirit more evidenced ; which I £ini
persuaded will not be in the present practice
of public outward singing, often of words, as

B 2
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to the matter, scarce within the bounds of
probability: and I am convinced if people
would seriously consider the manner, it would
appear very inconsistent with the gravity an'd
solemnity of the true christian profession." May the Lord set these things home uj)-
on every heart, that there may be a concern
to offer unto him acceptable sacrifice ; which
more than once is said to be a broken and
contrite spirit.

" Blessed are ije that mourn," says Christ,
(not ye that sing) "/or ye shall rejoice
which rejoicing, if it may be applied to the
present state of the church here, I conceive
to be a grateful sense of the Lord's mercies ;
and showing forth his praises not only with
our lips but in our lives. To conclude, my
friends, turn into your own hearts : .behold,
says Christ, the kingdom of God is within
you ; look not without for what I am per
suaded is only to be found within. It is not
much hearing or much speaking, that brings
true peace to the soul; the ear is never sat
isfied with hearing. As a proof of that.



m

1 9

do not %ve see professors running hither and
thither, as though the more they heard, the
better they should be ; encompassing them
selves about with sparks ot their own kind
ling, but what saith the Lord? " 27' shall
Uc down in sorrow."' I am fully convinced
it is for want of this looking in, and waiting
to feel the power of tl\e Lord there, judging
and subduing siu, that there is so much talk,
so much outward parade, and so little spiritu
ality in the lives and conversation of the
people. " J . SPALDINP."

»

This I sent to the clerk, at the same time
I sent some reasons for the apparent change
in me, as absenting from the sacrament, so
called ; and which I desired him to la}' be
fore tlie minister and others, at a prayer
meeting: which he seemed to object to, sup
posing me in an error, and having a very un
favourable opinion of iViends' principles. I
soon after had some conversation with him
on the subject; which rather confirmed me
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in my opinion than otherwise, his arguments
appeared so weak against friends. Thus I
went on some little time longer, still attend
ing mornings and evenings; but attending
friends' meetings in the afternoon. About
this time I read " Sewel's History of the
Quakers," which I think removed every ob
jection, and confirmed me in my opinion of
the truth of their principles. Their severe
sufferings, their patience under them, and
honest boldness before kings and rulers, con
vinced me, that nothing but a divine power
could have supported them. I sought the
company of some faithful friends, as I could
discover in some I had been with, little more
than the form. I desired to know the pow
er in myself, and to be truly taught of the
Lord, that I might not do any thing by imi
tation, or becpuse others did so ; but retir
ed often alone, to be instructed of the Lord,
what to do and what to leave ; and, glory to
his name, he was found of me, and made
those retirements precious and profitable to
me, revealing his will unto me by degi-ees.
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as I was able to bear it. I now became ac
quainted with some solid frends, and was
occasionally in company with them, which
excited tiie attention of my triends and ncigh-
boui-s ; so that there was much talk about
me, and various reports were propagated
respecting it, most people thinking it very
strange I should turn quaker.

About this time I met with a considerable
trial, the death of my father whom I dearly
loved. I had long been persuaded in some
measure of dte vanity and inconsistency of
wearing black clothes on such occasions,
knowing it to be only a worldly custom ; and
had often said to myself during my father's
illness, I would not put it on for any one ex
cept him; but there appeared so manyreasons
why I should conform on his account, that
it was not till a little time before his death,
that it pleased the Lord to remove my scru
ples i-especting it, and strengthen me to bear
such a public testimony, as of necessity that
event occasioned. And indeed much oppo
sition I met with on account of it, but the
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Lord supported me through all. I then
constantly attended friends' meetings.
. About th is t ime a lso I was concerned to
write an address to some who usually met
on first days, from different parts of the
neighbouring country, to hear the minister,
at a private house ; where I had occasion
ally attended, with other professors of the
town. I also wrote to the clerk, and sent
h im " No Cross, No Crownsoon a f ter
"Barclay's Apologj-;" and to another intimate
friend, who was very zealous, I wrote and
sent, "Beavan's Primitive Christianity Re
stored." And though I desired in what
I wrote to individuals, as well as the so-
ciety, that it might be put about for the
perusal of any; I found little notice taken
by any, I thought they seemed rather to
avoid me. One steady experienced man,
in a little conversation, observing, he Hoped
I did not look for that in myself, which was
only to be found in Christ, I was concerned
to write to him some little time after on the
subject; and sent him at the same time,
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« No Cross, No Crown." While I was exer-
cised towards the society I had left, I met
with some more trials from other quarters ;
my relations complained of my silence, put
ting unfavourable constructions upon it. In
deed I had so much upon my mind, that I
had little desire to speak much; for being
often in my way of business with people of
consequence in the neighbourhood, most of
whom had alwaj's shewn me much attention
and favour, now observing such a change,
thovlgh only in dress at first, they began to
look rather strangely upon me. The enemy
of souls was not unmindful of my situation,
and raised many difficulties in my way ; as
the loss of their favours, and, of course, my
business; the great oftence my conforming
to other things not yet done would give
them; such as the ceremony of the hat, the
language, and their titles so highly valued ;
these seemed indeed so great discourage
ments, that my mind was at times sorely-
distressed.
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I had some t ime fe l t an uneas iness re

specting the performing some part of my
business, such as nicking and cropping horses
&c. punishing them for the sake of appear
ance, to please the fancies of men. When I
began to mention my scruples, much oppo
sition was made, as the consequence must of
course be the loss of much business. 1
know not whether I was not too hasty ill
this matter, beginning in mine own strength,
and not waiting the due time ; for I found
when I was required to do it, I gave way,
which brought trouble upon me ; till at last
I was enabled to refuse several, among
whom was one for whom I did much busi
ness, who, on my objecting and telling him.
my reasons, seemed very angry and re
proached me for changing my religion, &c.
He asked me torecommend some one to do it,
but I told him I could not recommend an
other to do what I thought not right to do
myself.. This event occasioned some uneasiness ; I
was blamed highly on the supposition that I
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should soon lose my business; but I an
swered in the words of our Lord, " Except
a man forsake all that he liath^ he cannot be
my disciple" I saw, more and more, how
people could follow the ways, customs, and
fashions of the world, and use means not
always the most honest to get its riches: so
true is our Lord's saying, " Where your
treasure is there xvill ijour hearts be also"
Oh! how few really deny themselves and
take up the cross.

About this time came the quarterly meet
ing of a society I helped to establish, called
" The Sick Man's Visitor," to relieve the
wants of those in distress, conducted by the
chief and most serious of the professors, a
committee of whom met every week to
transact the business of it, and to hold a
prayer meeting as they called it, at the same
time singing, reading, &c. Being the time
I used to serve on the committee, I took the
opportunity to write to them, giving my rea
sons why I could not join in the services *
performed at those times ; .also something

c
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more respecting the principles, &c. of"
friends, with what was upon my mind be
sides ; observing if any were desirous of
more information on the subject, or had any
objections to propose respecting friends'
principles, I was willing to receive them.

Hitherto there had not been any material
alteration in my dress, except what I wore on
first days; I still Avearing a modern hat;
but now I found it required of me to make
an alteration there ; which, as it was more
conspicuous than any I had made, I found
very tjying ; nature being unwilling to bear
the cross; but it pleased the Lord to
sti'engthen me; and indeed it caused much
gazing, admiration, and ridicule, as I coiJd
perceive and hear, though little was said
directly to me, but the Lord preserved
me, and I thought I found rather a kind
ness, of behaviour among the more con
siderable of my neighbours Avhen I at
tended in the course of my business,

• particularly from the chief justice Eyre,
Avhere I had apprehended not a little dis"-
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couragement, but I found through the mer
cy of my God, a veiy favourable inter
course. And here I may observe respect
ing these things, I felt a little at a time re
quired of me ; and as I was willing to give
up, the Lord was pleased to afford mc
strength to be faithful to him. Now I am
aware these things, respecting dress, &c.
are, in the eyes of man's v/lsdom despised,
and thought of no consequence: indeed of
themselves, I am persuaded they are of no
consequence, or if done from a wrong motive
may be rather injurious than otherwise ; yet
when the Lord commands, it becomes his
creatures to obey, and net reason about it,
whether it is of consequence or not. When
I felt a desire to reason about it, the example
of Naamaii, the Syrian, was brought to my
remembrance. When the prophet ordered
liim to wash seven times in Jordan, his
pride and tvisdom were offended ; he want
ed some great thing done, somewhat pom
pous, and agreeable to the ideas of his world
ly mind; and had not his servants been
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wiser than their master, he might have con
tinued in his disease ; but the event pi-oved,
how despicable soever the means appeared,
it fully answered all he could wish; there
fore it is good for any one who feels occa
sionally the judgment of the Lord, against
any thing however trifling it may appear, not
to consult with flesh and blood, not to reason
about it, but give up in simplicity of mind ;
and then I am persuaded it will be found of
more consequence than was apprehended ;
for if we arc not faithful in the little, how
can we expect the greater will be committed
to us. And, indeed, in this matter I have
been mentioning, I found not a little ad
vantage; for before, when my appearance
■was not very different from the world, my
acquaintance would enter into familiar con
verse with me ; which too often had a ten
dency to divert my mind from that serious
ness I wished to preserve, and leave unpleas
ant reflections afterwards; but when they
saw (in their eyes) my uncouth appearance,
It operated as a kind of check to lightness,
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and preserved me from the snare of unneces-
saiy worldly conversation ; so that 1 had the
advantage of more retirement, which I trust
I can say I have found the most profitable
seasons. The apostle saith not in vain, " If
any man love the world, the love of the Fa
ther is not in himF And a follower of Chiist
will not be conformed to the world, nor up
hold whatever is of it, cither in himself or
others ; not merely because it is witnessed
against in the scriptures, but being influenced
by the same spirit, which was in them, he
is taught by it to testify against the same the
disciples of old did in their day.

It was a great grief and conceni to me to
consider, that as it was a day of so great pro
fession, many walking miles to hear what
they supposed the gospel preached, our
steeple house being generally crowded by-
people from the other parishes; I say it
grieved me, that my leaving the fashions of
the world which they all professed to deny,
phould cause such amazement as it appeared
to do even in professors ; which helped tp

• c 2
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confirm me in my opinion, that how- much
soever> they could talk about religion, very
little of the power thereof was knotvn: in
deed, had I not felt a want of the power of
godlines, I should not have left them, as
there were many ties which held me both to
the priest and people. But it was that di
vine power I longed for ; and nothing short
of it could satisfy me, and sure nothing but
that could have supported me in the different
trials I soon had to encounter ; but the bat
tle was the Lord's and his was the victoiy
over every appearance of mine adversary,
and to him be all the glory.

For several months my mind was much
exercised on various occasions, the enemy
assaulting me continually with reproaches
from without and fears within. " My busi
ness seemed to decline, itnd I was: reproved
for over acting my part, and informed that
some of the society had said so. It was
great grief to me to observe some friends,
for whom I entertained great esteem, not so
faithful against worldly titles, as Esq
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Sir such a one ; Mr. , &c. as I believed
was requiredand practised by ancient friends.
It gave the enemies much occasion against
m e .

About this time peoples' minds were much
agitated on political subjects, the French
having overturned all orders and distinctions,
which gave great ofTence to people in gene
ral ; they called their days, &c. as do friends,
instead of the old names. I mention this be
cause the adversary assailed me with tlie
suggestion that I should be deemed of their
spirit. I could expectlittle favour, though po
litics was a subject I thought little about, and
spokeless; believing as our blessed Lord said," Mij kingdom is not of this world;" every
true disciple being influenced by the same
spirit, the attention as well as the alfections
will be engaged in things above, not of tliis
world, more than needful; and it had been
some time before a concern to me, to observe
some of the society of friends meddling
with such matters, more warmly than I
thought'consistent with their profession.



I was at times so sorely pressed, so bur-
dened in spirit, that I seemed as though itiy
strength was broken, and was ready to cry
out, " The children are come to the birth^
and there is not strength to bring forth ;''''
but still my desires were to the Lord, who
had hitherto supported me, that I might still
experience him a God near at hand, and hot
afar off; for I felt hoW unable I was tomd.ve 
a step without his divine assistance. So low
was I reduced, that though I received several
reviling letters, which were clearly against
the truth, I had not power to answer them; "
being taught to leave the cause to the Air
tniglity, and not be anxious to justify myself 
before men, but which maybe an encourage-
ment to any who may experience ■ similar
trials, I felt a secret upholding, a consoling'
assurance, that the Lord w:ould plead. his
own cause, and in his own time bring: forth
judgment unto victory; and I desired thathis hand might not spare, neither, his eye
pity, till his work was accomplished to his
ovn glory, however it might be with me.
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Thus I continued some time, till it plensed
the Lord to revive me ; when, though I had
little business in comparison to what I had
heretofore, yet I was abundantly satisfied with
an enlivening sense of the Lord s piesence ,
which infinitely surpassed all worldly goods,
so that in measure I knew the truth of out
dear Lord's promise, that whoever may be
enabled to leave any thiiig for his name s
sake, shall receive an hundred fold even in
this life, either in kind or in kindness ; and
sure the comfortable sense of the approbation
of the Most High, is of infinitely greater value
than any thing this world can afford. O ! that
the people, particularly the Lord's profess
ing people, may be encouraged to be willing
to part with every thing, however near and
dear to flesh andblood, that stands in the way,
■which obstructs that divine communion with
him we are taught to expectlor true it is,
except a matt forsake all that he hath, he can
not he Christ's disciple; and he is hot a
hard master, doth not require any thing to
be parted with, but what would really be m-
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jurious to our spiritual welfare ; though t®
^ man s carnal apprehenson it may seem in
some cases in a different light. Man natu
rally loves ease. The cross of Christ is not
pleasant to flesh and blood : but, my friends,if ever we know the truth of what Paul de
clares, that " they who are Christ's have
crucified the flesh with its affections and
lustsand the more readily we submit to
the yoke, I am persuaded we shall the soon
er experience that subdued, which dislikes
t e cross: then we shall know what our
Lord said that his yoke is easy and his
burden light.

A fear had arisen in my mind, lest I
should be beholding the mote in my broth
er s eye, and not attending sufficiently to
that power, which could alone remove the
beam, out of my own ; and though my spiritwas frequently grieved on hearing vai con-
versation, and often seemed to feel a desire to
reprove, yet I was afraid to cast a stone,
feeling myself not without sin, and I had to
remember and to desire to practise what is
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recorded: to study to be quiet and mind iny
own business ; and I think I can truly sa\-,
that in stillness and retiredness I experienced
a degree of peace, and I trust a growth in
grace : and I must acknowledge with hum
ble thankfulnes, the condescending kindness
of my heavenly Father, in favouring me with
much opportunity of retirement; having
comparatively but little worldly business, for
I sorrowfully found in those lawful engage
ments, a very great difficulty of keeping in
that straight line of duty, which I believed
■was marked out for me. In the course of
conversation words would occasionally drop,
wh-ich,afterwards,on reflection, brought dis
tress on my mind, and I desired to be thank
ful that I was enabled not to desire much of
this world's goods, but rather the reverse,
and to be content with food and raiment. It
was a concern to me to observe ajiaong
friends, on a young man's beginning busi
ness for himself a conformity in some things
with the world, I thought fo gain their fa-
vottr and custom; it appeared to me paying
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very dear for their assistance; and I be
lieved I could prefer working hard as a ser
vant, to the most profitable situation on such
terms ; and fervent desires would frequently
arise in my mind, that all who profess to be
followers of Christ, particularly friends, who
profess more than most, would be concerned
to practise our blessed Lord's advice, to
seek first the kingdom of God and his righ
teousness ; yea, and seek nothing else till
they had found it; then I believed, by at
tending to that, they would be divinely di
rected in temporal concerns ; and, preferring
it above all things, would be preserved from
the too prevailing snare of flattering the
world for their support. I have thought
that people are often led to such practices,
by engaging in concerns which bring extra-
ordinaiy expense upon them ; which, re
quiring more of the things of this .world, a
greater difficulty is experienced in bearing
a faithful testimony against what they may
be convinced is evil. These considerations,
through divine assistance, induced me to be
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eareful of confining my expenses In asnaiTCiv
a compass as I believed consistent with my
situation ; and though for many years I had
strong inclinations to enter into the marriage
state, I now experienced a check to every
desire of the kind: believing it was my duty
to keep myself as much as possible from the
cumbers of this world, and as a faithful sol
dier to be ready for whatever my great Lord
and Master should require of me. ,

Near the close of the year 1793, I wrote
to the friends of the monthly meeting, to be
admitted amember of society ; which friends
in due season expressed their unity and
compliance with : and here I would observe,
that from my first acquaintance with friends,
I could not but approve their caution, in not
hastily admitting any into membership ; dif
fering from most societies, who, I have per
ceived, evince a kind of exulting eagernesa
in adding to their numbers. And I can say
that I did not feel an anxiety to be received
into membership ; but rather to know that
power which first gathered friends iirto a
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society; to experience an union of spirit
with the faithful, than any name or outward
relationship; and though a little before I
wrote to the monthly meeting, I,had some
apprehension of being drawn for the militia,
which would probably have exposed ine to
some severe trial, not being of the society ;
yet convinced of the necessity of bearing my
testimony against wars and fightings, I was
^nercifully enabled to be still, and leave the
event, whatever it might be, to the Lord,
who had hitherto supported me, and not ap-
pl} for admission any sooner on that ac
c o u n t .

'The first meeting for discipline I sat in, I
felt a powerful concern to speak on a partic
ular subject, but considering my state of
childhood in the society, and a fear lest
I should appear forward, I endeavoured to
get rid of it, and avoid speaking; yet it seemed rather to increase than diminish, till just
at the close, I expressed a few sentences,
and found in a little time the burden reliev
ed, at least in a degree.
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I wns often sorrowfully concerned to observe
in the nomination of friends to quarterly and
yearly meetings, a disposition to make ex
cuses ; believinc; those meetings were estab
lished under the .influence and power of di
vine wisdom, I thought it there was a pio-
per attention to the guidance of the same,
friends would be directed in their nomina
tion ; that the great Lord ot the harvest
would choose whom he pleased to cmpiov
in any particular service; and I thought
there might be danger in lightly and hastily
making excuses, lest it should be a disobey
ing the call of the Most High. It ajipeared
to me, that worldly concerns had too much
influence ; that it was considered whether it
would be convenient or not. Now I knew
from my own experience, that if an ear was
open to listen to excuses, enough would be
presented against many services or duties, as
attending week day meetings, and others, in
times of business. But I saw or felt it was
safer and better to have a single eye, to have
ftnlv one object in view, what the Lord re-
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quired of me ; .than to look on temporal con
cerns, whether it was convenient or not, but
simply give up and leave the consequence ;
and I can with humble thankfulness and gra
titude acknowledge the inconveniencies, or
losses I might have apprehended would b
the consequence, were changed into a com
fortable sense of divine approbation, and an
a b u n d a n t i - e w a r d o f p e a e e

The asth of the 2d month, 1794, being
appointed by government to be obseiwed a
a g-meral fast and humiliation before Al
mighty God, and the mayor of Reading
sending out a bill, desiring all sects and par
ties to observe it as required : I felt a con
cern to write a few reasons, &c. why vve,
the religious society called quakers, coul
not observe it as required ; which were
copied and handed about in manuscripOne copy I . mt to the clerk of the parish,
desiring him to lay it before their ministers,
and as many of the people as might be.



4-1

" A ''nu reasons luhy the religions society
called qnakers, cannot observe, as reqwred,
the day appointed for a general fast and hu
miliation (so called) before Almighty God.

That the magistrates and people may
knorv it is not from any contempt of author
ity, nor in rebellion against government, butthat they may preserve a conscience voi of
offence tovoards God and towards man:

" First, Because we believe that the Lord
alotie hath a right and authority to enact
and require how and when he will be wor
shipped. That all worship whatsoever per
formed in the will of man, and which the
spirit of Christ doth not lead into, is not ac
ceptable unto the Lord, who hath declared,
that in vain do they worsh 'p me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of men ;
and that " the true xuorslvppers must wor
ship in spirit and in truths "• 'ihereiore,
•we believe, that it doth not belong to man to
impose modes and forms of worship, and ii„
in compliauce with the will of men, .>nv

D 2
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should conform to such pretended worship,
the conscience not being clear, nor the heart
rightly engaged in the service, it would be
hypocrisy in the sight of God, and sin to the
person so complying for " whatsoever is
not of faith, is sin."

" Secondly, Because we believe, it is not
the fast which the Lord hath chosen, or will
approve of, according to what he hath declared by the prophet Isaiah, and elsewhere,
as for man to afflict his soul for a day, and to
bow down his head as a i)ulrush. And our
Lord called those hypocrites, who desired to
appear unto men to fast; and commandedhis disciples to anoint their heads, and wash
their faces, that they might not anpear unto
men to fast, but unto him who seeth in se
cret; who doth not look on the outward ap
pearance, but upon the heart, and who re-
quireth tnith m the inward parts. And bv
the prophet he declared, that the fast which he
had chosen, was to loose the bands of wick
edness, to feed the poor, clothe the naked,
&c. that then he would accept their prayers.
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" Thirdly, Because it is required to im
plore the blessing of Almighty God for the
success of our arms, which we believe is re
pugnant to the spirit of Christianity ; as
Christ is the Prince of Peace, who did not
come to destroy men's lives, but to save
them; and commanded his disciples not to
resist evil, but to love their enemies, and to
do good to them that hate them. Therefore,
in obedience to these commands, through
the influence and assistance of the spirit of
Christ, we cannot willingly think or do evil
to any, whatever they may intend to do unto
us ; but are enabled to commit ourselves to
divine protection, without the use of any
carnal weapons, assuredly believing the
Lord will preserve all those who faithfully
confide in, and. obey him.

" For these reasons, and not from obsti
nacy, or perverseness, or any disrespect to
those in authority, we cannot keep our shops
shut, or in any manner directly or indirect
ly, uphold or countenance such a custom.
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" It is believed by a remnant, who are se

cretly mourning for the abominations of the
land, and travailing in spirit, that truth and
righteousness may abound, that there is
great cause for fasting arid humiliation be
fore Almighty God ; for the transgressions
of the people are multiplied against him, so
that there is reason to expect that the Lord
will visit with his rod even this highly fa
voured country ; and it is their secret desire
that as thejudgments of the Lord are in the
earth, the inhabitants thereof may learn
righteousness. But, friends, your pretended
humiliation for a day, with your lips con
fessing your sins, and again returning to
your old course, is only mocking God, whowill not hear, though you make many pray
ers, and cause your voice to be heard on highwhile your hands are full of blood,, while yoJ
are desiring the destruction of your fellow
creatures ; for that spirit is not of God, for
God is love, and whoever are led by the
spirit of God, will love their fellow creatures,
and not desire their harm. Therefore,
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IViends, consider what spirit you are of, be
fore you presume to draw near to the Most
High, who is not to be honoured with foe
lips, while the heart is far from him, which
it is and ever must be, while defiled with
the pollution of sin; but seek for that new
heart and new spirit which God hath prom
ised ; and remember a language of old, to
those who pretend to honour him with their
lips, while their hearts are far from him : -«' IFasA ije, make xje clean, put away the
evil of your doings from before mine eyes;
cease to do evil; learn to do well.'" Then
(and not till then, though you make never so
many prayers, and afflict yourselves never so
much) the Lord will hear your prayers and
regard your petitions."

A few months after I also wrote a few
reasons why we could not illuminate our
houses on any occasion ; as friends, in some
places, had suffered considerably on that ac
count." Whereas we, the religious society or
people callecl quakers, are accused by some
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®f being disaffected to government, because
we do not illuminate our houses, as our
neighbours do, on particular occasions ; this
is for the information of any who inav be de
sirous of knowing why we thus differ : that
it is not from any political motives, nor to
express any disapprobation of tliose who are
in authority ; but as christians, professing to
walk in the fear of the Lord, in a holy
life and conversation, we believe such su
perficial demonstrations of joy inconsistent
with this our profession, on any occasion
whatever; but as it sometimes happens that
such customs are in consequence of a sup
posed advantage gained in war, we cannotbelieve as christians uninfluenced by any
political considerations, that there, can be
any real cause of rejoicing, but rather of
mourning, for the destruction of our fellow
creatures, and to lament the prevalence of
those " lusts, from whencef as the apostle
says, " come wars and fg-htmgs." Profes
sing also to be followers of Christ, who is
the Prince of Peace, of whose kingdom it
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was prophesied, *' that they shall beat their
sxvords into ploughshares, and their spears
into pruning hooks, that nation shall not lift
np sivord against nation, neither shall they
learn war any moref we believe, wherever
this kingdom is established in the heai't of
any individual, the warring, fighting nature
will be subjected by the peaceable righteous
sceptre of Christ; who enjoined his follow
ers not to resist evil, but to love even their
enemies : therefore we cannot, without sub
jecting ourselves to the displeasure of the
Most High, conform to any custom, which
countenances or upholds such practices.

" But though we differ from the rest of
our countrymen, we are not enemies to our
country: but our prayers are to the God of
the spirits of all flesh, that he " may please
to break the bow, and snap the spear in sun-
der, to cause -wars to cease to the ends of the
earth f that the people may turn every one
from the evil of their ways, and serve him
alone from whom every blessing is received:
then, would righteousness and peace meet
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together, and abound in the earth to his
praise, and to our present and eternal felic
i ty. "

I had for some months, at different times,
as I apprehended the concern revive, wrote
an address to the professors of religion, par
ticularly those who attended the place I had
left. Feeling a concern to have it printed,
I waited from time to time to feel it clearly,
as appearing in public in any manner of such
a nature, was to me a most weighty consid
eration; I was fearful of moving in mine
mvn will, but at length I apprehended the
time come for its publicly appearing, and
submitted it to the inspection of several
friends of our meeting, for their approbation
of its being laid before the morning meeting
in London ; being unwilling to move with
out the full concurrence of friends. It met
with their approbation and consent, and it
was going to be sent to London, when a
member of that meefing happened to come
to our town. Friends advised i t to be
shewn to him, who expressed a fear, that
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1 was so lately come among friends, if it was
not quite approved of, it might be a discour
agement to me, and recommended, if I was
easy, to let it rest a little longer. I seemed
willing to find an excuse, and to get rid of
the burden without its publicly appearing;
and laid it by, not leeling the concern again
revive with sufficient power; but I had at
times to fear whether I had not too hastily
got rid of it, and let the right time pass by.
TVlay the great Master not impute rebellion
to me, but have in this matter, as I have at
other times experienced, a gracious conde
scending regard to my weakness ; for I have
desired to be made willing to be completely-
given up to his service, and follow him
wheresoever and howsoever he may require;
the frequent breathing of my spirit is, that
the inward ear may be so opened that I may
be able to distinguish between the Master's
voice and every appearance of the adver
sary, and all willings and rtinnings of the
c r e a t u r e .

E -
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In the year 1794, I was at the yearly
meeting in London, which held, I think,
nine days, and notwithstanding the nature
of my business, I was made willing to give
up the time, and have with thankfulness to
acknowledge I found no loss, but the inval
uable reward of peace. Surely the Lord is
not a hard maste-̂ , but whatever is given up
under a sense of his requiring,- is abundant
ly restored, yea as an hundred fold.

A. little time after being at an appointed
meeting v.-here no regular one is held, under
an appreliension of duty, I spoke a few
words. And here I would observe, I had
long a sense as though I should have to ap
pear in this service, and often felt a word
arise in meetings, but was fearful of moving
in my own will, of running before I -was
sent; remembering the command of old," He that hath ray ivord let him speak my
xuorc! faithfully; u'hut is the chaff to the
xvhcut P" I desired that there might her
no mixture, nothing of the creature, but
that the master might prepare the of-
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fering wholly; yet I often found a sim
ilar testimony to what I felt arise, de
livered by another friend. I would willing-
1\' have been excused the service, the pios-
pect being far from pleasant, at least to thatwhich would prefer case, yet I was desirous
that I might he willing and able to give up
to whatever the master required ; I seemed
only to wish to know quite clearly, beyond
the least doubt w^hen and what to speak.
Perhaps I expected a clearer evidence than
was meet, or made it an excuse to refrain,
till after one first day meeting, not giving
up to speak a word, I felt the reproofs of
the Most High so sharply, till next meeting,
that though very unwillingly, and after
much inward wrestling against it, I found it
safest to give up, and was in a degree sensi
ble, that it is better to appear as a fool unto
men, than bear the indignation of the Lord.

Some little time after I felt the concern of
publishing the little piece before mentioned
revive with increased weight; and after a
time I believed it my duty to send it up to
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the morning meeting of friends in London,
for their inspection and judgment respecting
printing it; which I did, under the title of" Reasons for leaving the n uional established
mode of worship ; more particularly addres-
ed to those who attend at the place called St.
Giles' Church, Reading:" accompanied
with a few lines to the meeting, from friends
of our own, which the meeting with a few
alterations approved of, and left me at liber
ty to print it. As soon as I received the
pamphlets I sent one to the priest, with the
following letter: I also sent one to each of
the principal professors with whom I had
been acquainted.

T o * # * #
9

Respected Friend,

The httle piece whicli this accompa-
nieth, I think I can truly say, I wrote under
an apprehension of duty, uninfluenced by
any personal motives whatever.. I submit it
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to thy candid perusal, and can assure thee,
that notwithstanding the apparent difference,
I still retain an affectionate regard, and a
real respect for thee: nor can I suppose thou
wilt impute to a tvant thereof my omitting
thy usual titles, being persuaded thou art
sensible that true honour and respect do not
consist in words, or any superficial expres
sions. I was constrained to drop them,
from a belief of the inconsistency thereof
with the simplicity of true Christianity, and
of the rmlawfulness of feeding the vain mind
in man, by giving him flattering titles. I
have desired to follow nothing by imitation,
but from conviction, and I hope these de
sires have been mercifully answered.

I remain, respectfully,
Thy Friend,

John Spalding."
neading, 11 Mo. 1794.
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Postscript,
" There is a little matter I have for so

time felt a desire to call thy serious attention
to. Not long since, part of the goods of
some of thy peaceable neighbours were tak
en away by force, for the repairing, I ap
prehend, the place where thy congregation
meet to worship. I have been led to con
sider the inconsistency of this practice with
the spirit of the gospel, of which thou art
esteemed a minister. I have examined the
scriptures of truth, and do not find that
either Christ or his apostles ever used, or
taught such a practice, to oblige those to
support them, or their places of worship,who did not receive them. " As- rjou xvould
that men should do unto you" said our
Lord, " do ye even so xuito them;' for this" is the law and the prophets." Now I am
much inclined to think, if thou wilt calmly
and weightily consider this matter, a devia
tion from this important injunction will ap
pear. If this people had the powers of the
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earth on their side (as thou hast in these
matters) and insisted upon thy helping to
support their place of worship, where thou
hadst a conscientious objection to go, wouldst
not thou think it unreasonable ;'and rather
that every society should support its own
ministers and places of worship ? And truly
there arc those who from a real conscien
tious scruple, cannot willingly uphold those
called parish churches. I have felt it my-
*self, and expect I can if thou require it, ad
vance some weighty reasons for so doing; at
present my regard for thee induces me to
press a serious examination of this matter ;
and I feel a desire that customs originating
in the times of ignorance and superstition,
and the more powerful motive of interest it
self, may not induce thee to contemn the
simple, yet I hope sincere, representations of
the mean and despised.

" Now this I do not write from any de
sire to avoid suffering, for praised be the
Lord, there is a remnant at this day, who are
enabled to take joyfully the spoiling of theif
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goods- for a good conscience sake, in .sup
porting. their testimonies against what tliey
believe to be repugnant to the spirit of the
gospel dispensation."

^ This I sent with one of my pamphlets be-
ifore-mentioned ; the next evening I receiv
ed the following.

Mr. Spalding,

" As I am willing to hope that 3'&ur
pamphlet and letter were well meant, I thank
you for them ; but as they are replete with
most wicked errors, and as the author of
them is a schismatic and heretic, I must re
ject both you and them. As you once gave
hope that you might walk in the ordinances
of the Lord blameless, and continue with us
in a church which God is still filling with his
glory, I cannot but feel a regard for you,̂and pity you the more for jour departure
and apostacy from the faith. I would ad
vise yoti to search. Qod's word, and your
own heart, with prayer, for the teaching of
his spirit, that you may discover the sound.
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"5^ doctrine of the one, and the sore plague of
f the other. Peradventure God will give you
repentance to the acknovdedging tlie truth,' and you mav be restored to a sound and so-

. ber mind, out of the snare of the devil, by
; \vriom you are iww taken captive at his will.
.. Slrould tin event so desirable to yourself
i and your family ever take place, I shall re-' joice to stilute and embrace you in Christ
Jesus, but till then I must beg to. decline all
correspondence with you. . .

I a m ,
. , " your s incere f r iend
' J f ■ ' a n d w e l l - w i s h e r . "

Reading, Nov. 28, 1794.

A little v/hile after he desired my brpther
io tell me to send in his account, and also
to know if he should stop his tithes out of

: which amounted to three pounds,. I W
consequence wrote his account, and s6nt it
in the following letter, with a little piede, cal
led " Reasons why the People called Quak̂  -
ers do not pay Tithes."
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" Respected Friend,

I should not at this time thus communicate
■with thee, but for thj' inquiring of my brother
somewhat respecting my paying tithes. It
appears to me thereby, that thou art unac
quainted with our reasons for not paying
tithes, Stc. yet, as I suppose from thy letter,
thou may not be willing to receive my rea
sons on that subject, I will only observe, that
it is not from any personal disregard to
thee, nor in imitation of others, that I refuse
to pay them, but front a full conviction of
the inconsistency thereof with the dispensa
tion of the gospel ; and that if I did in any
manner contribute to support suchapractice,it
would be a denying that Christ is come, who
by his coming put an end to, and totally ab
rogated or disannulled, that law or dispensa-
tion to which tithes belonged. J send thee
a small piece on this subject. Shouldst
thou be disposed to be more fully informed
respecting it, I have other authors who have
confuted every argument in favour of tithes,



&c. in this last and more glorious dispensa>
tion,

I remain, respectfully,
Thy Friend,

John Spalding."
Reading, 12 mo. 23d. 17'94.
« P. S. As thou desired, I send thy ac

count; and Tiere it may be proper to remark,
that I cannot suffer thy demand to be paid
therebv. Thou, perhaps, wilt think me
troublesome and impertinent, but the Lord
knoweth my heart in this matter, that it is
from a persuasion of duty towards him, and
not from a peiwerscness of disposition, as
men may suppose it is."

I found a spirit generally prevail among
them, both preachers and hearers, confident
in their own opinion, and condemning with
out hearing the sentiments of others. Oh!
how doth my spirit mourn for them, under a
sense of the danger of their situation, and a
persuasion of the applicablcness of an ancient
language, " The prophets prpphesy falsely.
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the priests bear rule by their means, and the
people love to have it so ; but what will they
d o i n t h e e n d t h e r e o f ! "

Being appointed by the parish, overseer
this year, I had frequent opportunities of ob
serving the difficulties many of the poor la
boured under, and was favoured to sympa
thize with them therein ; and I had often to
consider the manner of living among those
in superior situations as to outward things,
and it appeared to me inconsistent with the
gracious designs of our heavenly Father,
that some should live luxuriously, and ex
pend much upon superfluities, while so many
fellow creatures were in want of the com
forts and necessaries of life. It seemed to
me a great evil, and my spirit was often bow
ed in consideration thereof ; for I. thought
that the oppression oi the poor, and the ex
travagant living of others, was one cause of
the judgments of the iVlost Hig-h being at this
time so awfully executed in the neighbouring
kingdoms. Anditwasoften thesecre.breath
ing of my spirit, that the people of this land
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instead of applying to camal weapons, which
was now pretty general throughout the king
dom, and trusting to the multitude of their
hosts, might endeavour to avert the threaten
ed indignation before it came home, by turn
ing every one from the evil of their ways, to
serve the Lord with their whole hearts, to
relieve the distresses of the poor, and con
tent themselves with a moderate way of liv
ing, as becomes the followers of him, who
said, " Mij kingdom is not of this zvorld."
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A few serious queries and observations, ad'
dressed to the high professors of religion
in this day, by one who was long in the
profession, but knew not the power, till it
pleased the Lord, by the ministrij and
writings of the people called quakers, to di
rect him where alone the power is to be
known, within.

What is a true Christian P
Is it one who assents to and believes cer

tain facts, as recorded in holy writ, and
forms certain principles and opinions there
upon ; producing perhaps a partial reforma
tion, an abstaining from the grosser pollu
tions of sm, but denying the possibility of
a total cleansing and freedom from sin in
this world ? Or is it one who knows not in
word only, but in deed and in truth, a death
unto sin, and anew birth unto righteousness;
a being born again, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of man, but of God ?
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" For" says our blessed Lord, " except a
vtan be born again, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God." A man may know with
Nicodemus, and confess, that Christ is a
teacher sent from God, he may be able to
talk much about the doctrines of the gospel, ^
and fancy himself secure by imputation, but
what has this to do with the new birth so es
sentially necessary ? What can all his wis
dom and understanding teach him. Nay,
he cannot come into the new birth till all is
parted with. The very nature of the thing
implies a beginning again, a life as different
from his former, as light from darkness.
" Ye were sometimes darkness," says Paul,
" but now are ye light in the Lord." Now
he who knows this new birth, not a change of
opinion, not a cumprehending the truths of
the gospel in his understanding, or joining
this or that society, but who knows the thing
itself; not the name, not the imaginations
concerning it, but the nature, the life, the es
sence ; will such a man be like what he was
before J
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The forerunner of our Lord expressly
told his hearers, when preparing them for
the gospel dispensation, " The axe is laid to
the root of the trees., and everij tree that
bnngcth not forth good fruit is hewn down
and cast into thefre." What tree and what
root is there meant ? Is it outward or in
ward? Who can answer that, but he who
hath felt the axe, and the destruction, in a
measure of the corrupt tree ? » ffis fan is in
his handf he adds, and he will thoronghhj
purge his foorf (mark " thoroughly,")
what will remain then ? Oh ! that professors
were concerned to know, and willing to part
with all that stands in the way, that they may
know indeed what it is to be thoroughly
purged, instead of denying the possibility
of it; for it is a dreadful thing to oppose or
deny the power of Christ.

Christ said, " Blessed are the pure in
heart f but modern christians, as they
would be thought, say, there is no purity of
heart, but it is and must remain deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked.
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Again it said, " who briug's a clean thing"
out of an unclean P" That the heart is natu
rally unclean is allowed, but hath not the
Lord promised to cleanse his people from
all their uncleanness ? mark, all; what
uncleanness will then remain ? Some at
tempt to excuse themselves by what Paul
once experienced; " The fesh lusteth
against the spirit̂  and the spirit against the
fesh ; a law in the members warring against
the laxv of the mind." That Paul once felt
that is allowed, but did he not afterwards say,
" There is no condemnation to them that are
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the fesh
but after the spiritand did he not say,
" The law of the spirit of life had made him
free from the laxu of sin ; and how could thctj
xvho xvere dead unto sin live any longer there
in P" Doth he not again say, " I am dead
with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I,
(not natural sinful self), but Christ liveth in
me ?" " J t/we// in them, and walk in
them saith the Lordand will the Lord
dwell in an unholy place ? As soon would
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light dwell with darkness. Satan can in-
deed transform himself into an angel of light,
yea, he, " as God sitteth in the temple of
God^ shexuing himself that he is God." The
imagining part in man is sure to be deceived,
and worship the appearance instead of the
reality, for the world by wisdom, man by
his natural or humanly acquired abilities,
knew not, nor ever can know God. " If
any man," says Paul, " xvill be xvise, let h m
first become a foolf that his old eye may be
closed, and the new eye, which alone can
discern the things of God, may be opened.

Again, Christ saith, " Be ye perfect, even
as your Father xvhickis in heaven is perfect."
But modern christians, as they call them
selves, say there is no such thing as per
fection. Oh! that they would consider
whom they oppose by so saying.

Doth not Paul desire those he was writing
to, to cleanse themselves from all filthiness
of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of the Lord ; and pray that others may
be perfect and complete in all the will of
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God? What does such plain express lan
guage mean ? Oh! the subtilty of that ser
pent, who can reason and argue the true
meaning away; and Oh! the lamentable
estate of those that are so deceived by him,
who are sitting down at ease, with the vain
imagination that what Christ hath done, as
they suppose for them, will be sufficient;
without experiencing the work in them ; who
having eyes, see not, and ears, hear not, in
the true spiritual sense.

Again, Christ saith, " Ŝ ucar not at aliP̂
but modern christians say. We may swear
in some cases. We will reason about
Christ's words, and judge ourselves what
they mean ; how far they are to be obeyed
or not. Though James says, " Above all
things, my brethren, swearnot" Yet ye say,
We may swear such and such oaths. O poor
Christendom, how is thy gold become dim !

Again, Christ saith, " iVhosoevcr he be oj
you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he
cannot be my disc'plebut now christians
can keep all; their own wisdom, their own

%
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wills, the favour of the world, its riches and
friendships, its fashions and customs; tho'our Lord saith, " Whoever is the friend of
the -worlds is the enemy of God;" and Paul
says, If I yet please them^ I am not theser-,
vant of Christ."
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FEW REASONS,
For leaving the National Established Mode of Wor

ship, addressed priiicipall) to those who attend
at the place called St Giles' Church,

Reading.

" Prove alt things, holdfast thatvihich is good."
1 Thes. V. 21..

F r i e n d s ,
My mind hath been much ex

ercised at times, since 1 separated from
your communion, with desires for your real
advancement in the spirit and power of that
religion you make profession of; and being
persuaded there are those among you who
do really desire to know the truth, I feel a
renewed concent to salute these, in a degree
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I hope of true gospel lo
your serious consideration, the reasons
which induced me to separate from your so
ciety. And truly, friends, there were many
ties, which nearly united me to you; and
very unwilling I was for a considerable time,
to believe that those things I had been en
gaged in, and so highly esteemed, were not
what they had appeared to be; but, as I
earnestly desired to know the truth, whatever
it might cost me, I felt the axe laid to the
root of the tree, and the fine buildings and
plausible appearances were shaken, i be
came sensible, that the tree must first be
made good, before the fruit could be good;
a doctrine essentially different from what I
had heard of men ; even of men highly es
teemed ; by whom I was taught, that deliv
erance from-sin is not to be expected in this
life : and was hearing day after day, the
uniform acknowledgement of ' being miser
able sinners, having no health,' &c. which I
found, by the manifestations of that spirit
which " is given to every man to prop with.
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al,^' 1 Cor. xii. 7, and which discovers the
secret things of darkness, to be not agreeable,
but contrary, to the scriptures of truth;
which expressly declare, that the great Au
thor of the gospel dispensation " came to
save his people from their sinsf Mat. 1. xxi.
and not in them ; a very essential difference.
This I believed must be experimentally
known, feeling sin to be the great disease of
the soul, the alone cause of separation from
the Most High, in whom alone true happi
ness is found. I was sensible that while sin
remained, the separation must continue,
there being " no communion bettveen light
and darkness, righteousness arid unrighteous
ness;" 2 Cor. vi. 14, nor could that gracious
promise be fulfilled, " Irvill dwell in them,
and walk in them, I will be their God, and
they shall be my people;" 2 Cor. vi. 16, for
the apostle says, " ye are the temple of God,
and the temple of God is holy" 1 Cor. iii.
1 7 .

Further, John the Baptist, who was sent
to prepare the way of the Lord, describing
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the nature and effects of his master's king
dom, says," Now (mark, now) is the axe laid
to the root of the tree; every tree that brhig-
eth not forth good fruit, is hcxvn down, and
cast into the fre." Mat. iii. 10. This is a
language surely implying a complete, effectual
cleansing from all the pollutions of sin, even
now injthis life. Our Lord himself, uniformly,
in all his discourses, inculcated this doctrine.
In that most excellent sermon on the Mount,
Mat. V. 6, 7, he insists on the necessity ot a
righteousness superior to that of the law ;
for, says he, " except your righteousness ex
ceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pha
risees, ye shall in no case enter into the
kingdom of heaven." What language can be
plainer ? And that he did not mean an ima
ginary, merely imputed righteousness, as I
fear, many vainly suppose, is evident from
the conclusion; where he draws the com
parison between those who hear, and do
his sayings, and them who hear and do them
not; thereby fully establishing the possibil
ity of doing them. And if due attention is
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paid to every part of that discourse, I think
it must be obvious, that they who are of the
happy number, who not only hear, but do
those sayings, and whom our Lord likens to a
building upon a rock, on which they are able
to withstand all opposition, will not be mis
erable sinners, doing what they ought not to
do, having no health in them, &c. but will
know a righteousness wrought in them far
superior to that of the law. For, as the law,
the outward law, written on tables of stone,
took cognizance of outward actions ; the law
of Christ, written as the apostle sa3's, in the
fleshly tables of the heart, reaches to the
root, and source of action : for,.whercas the
law said, " thou shalt not Christ for
bids being angry without eause. Again, the
law said, " Thou shalt not commit adulterijP
Christ forbids lust, thus striking at the root.
The cause being removed, the consequence
or elTect must unavoidably be done awaj%
Once more, the law said, " Thou shalt love
thij neighbour̂  and hate thine cnenn/; an eijc
for an eije^ and a tooth for a tooth." Christ

c
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says, " Resist not evil, love your enemies, do
good to theni that hate yoic;" with much
more of like import, which many who pro
fess to follow him, seem to pay very little at
tention to; as though it was an indifferent
matter, whether they do them or not. But
it may be well for such to consider whether
our Lord would have said, " Be ye perfect,
even as your Father -which is in heaven is per
fect f if he did not mean they should be so;
and whether they who do as he there exhorts,
will not be perfect. I cannot conceive how
it is possible to deduce any other inference
without grossly wresting the scripture. " Te
are my friends f said he, at another time,

if -whatsoever I have coiiunanded
youR John xv. 14. " He loveth
me keepeth my commandments.'''' . John
xiv. 21. " Not every one that saith unto
me. Lord, Lord, (that call me Master,
and honour me with their lips), shall en
ter into the k'lngdom of heaven, but he that
doeth the -will of my Father -which is in
heaven:' Mat. vii. 21. " ̂  ye know these
things, happy are ye if ye do them:'' John xiii.



ir. For, if the simple belief of Christ's suf
ferings, resurrection, &c. be sufficient to
save ; to what purpose was all his discourses,
wherein he repeatedly insists upon the ne
cessity of regeneration, a being born again ;
which certainly implies something more
 than a change of opinion, a persuasion of theudgment, and a partial reformation. P'or, as
he said to Nicodemus, " That xvhich is born
ofthefiesĥ  isJlesh ; and that which is born ofthe spirit, is spirit." John iii. 6, it obviously
follows, that they who are really bom of the
spirit, will be of the same nature as the spirit
Old things will be passed away, and al
things become new, and all of God. " A
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.'''' Luke .
xiii. 21. " xvinc must he put into Jieru
bottles.'" Mark ii. 22; with many other
similitudes, plainly implying the necessity of
a total, effectual change. Again, to conflim
thijS great and necessary truth of freedomfrom sin, he says to his disciples, " if y«
continue in nnjword, then are ye my disciples
indeed, and ye shall Itnoxv the truth, and the
truth shall make you freef and, to reprove
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their carnal ideas of a
freedom, he adds, " He that comnvUethsm,
is the servant of sin, and if the Son shall make
you free, ye shall be free indeed.̂ '' John viii.
31, &c. That this freedom from sin, even
from the power, as well as the guilt, is to
be known in this life, is certified again, by
his saying of those who die in their sins," W'7i 7Aer I go, ye cannot comed'' John viii.
21. Now, if deliverance from sin is not
known m this life, we must of necessity die
in our sins. Therefore it matters not what
kMwledge a man hath, what is his faith, orwhat profession he hath made, if he hath not
known deliverance from sin. This ft a

. point so important, and a mistake thereinliable to such baneful consequences, that I
am induced to dwell upon it, knowing from
my own experience, how prevailing is the
contrary opinion. Nor is it strange, that
people should prefer and indulge the notionof the possibility of deliverance from fhe
guilt and punishment of sin, without the
power thereof being subdued. We natural.
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ly love ease, an ease which the cross of
Christ is decidedly against. So close does it
apply, that it is, in our Lord's own words, as
cutting off a right hand, and plucking out a
right eye. Mat. vi. 29, 30. ." IFhosoever,"
says he, again and again, " doth not bear his
cross, and come after me, cannot be my ais-
ciple." Luke xiv. 27. The apostle hears
testimony to this important truth, where he
says," They that are Christ's, have crucified
the flesh ivitli its affections and lusts." Gal.
V. 24. Surely, if lusts and affections, the
very root and seed of sin, are slain, what can
remain thereof? In another place he says,

Hoxu shall xve, that are dead to sin, live
any longer therein ?" Kom. vi. 2. Another
apostle says, " Whosoever is born of God,
doth not commit sin, for his seed remameth
in htm, and he cannot sin, because he is born
of God." 1 John iii. 9.

I have produced a few plain passages of
scripture, to shew the ground or cause of
my separation; that deliverance from sin,
a being cleansed from all defilement there-

r , 2
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of in this life, is not only possible, but
indispensably necessary ; and that the con
trary doctrine is fundamentally erroneous ;
as it sets up the shadow instead of the sub-?
stance, an imaginary instead of a real holi
ness. I may probably make gome more ob
servations on this most important point, as I
proceed. I shall now offer a few remarks on
some of the services usually performed;
comparing them also with the scriptures of
truth, which most professors acknowledge
to be the standard or rule; from which
comparison they clearly appear to me, not to
he wh it many call them, 'means of grace
and ordinances of God ; but the mere inven
tions of man, set up in his own fallen wisdom,
as a substitute for the life and power, which
were lost in a long dark night of apostacy:
not the true.worship of God, but such iiodi-
ly exercise as the apostle says, ''projitelh
littk:' 1 Tim. iv. 8. For be it remembered,
the great Author of the gospel dispensation,
expressly declared, " tlmt the inte rvorship-
per-i .shall tvorship the Father in spirit and in
truth," John iv. 23. And the apostle
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confinns it, by saying, " We knoxv not xvhat
we should pray for^ as rve ought; but the
spirit helpcth our infirmities, and maheth in
tercession for us xvilh groanings xvhich can
not be uttered^'' Rom. vii. 26. Therefore,
as this necessary assistance is not at our
command, for people to pretend to worship
the Most High in a prescribed form, or in
the studied or extempore productions of
their own natur.al or acquired abilities, in
their own wills, and their own time, with
out waiting to feel the influence and mov-
ings of the Holy Spirit, in and through
which alone true worship can be perlormed,
•appears to me notliing better, whatever it
may be called, than will-worship. The
scriptures also repeatedly mention a grow
ing in grace, 2 Pet. iii. 18. a going on un
to perfection, Heb. vi. 1. How inconsist
ent then is the repeated uniform acknowl
edgment, " We are miserable sinners, do
ng rvhat wc ought not to do, having no
health in us ?" &c. Doth it not obviously
confess, if the truth is spoken, that no ben
efit hath been received, notwithstanding the



8 0

frequent (as it Is pretended) waiting upon
the Lord ? But if it is true, as the scriptures
declare, that Christ came to ' save his peo
ple from their sinsthey who make that
confession, acknowledge they are not of that
numlier; for if they are miserable sinners,
they certainly are not saved from their sins,
however they may attempt to reconcile so
plain a contradiction. This is a language
not confined to a particular part of the ser
vice ; the inconsistency of the whole ap
pears equally"obvious; as at one time con
fessing their sins and wickednesses; then
called upon to address the Most High, with
pure, humble, penitent, and obedient hearts ;
one while returning thanks for creation, pre
servation, and redemption ; again acknowl
edging having erred and strayed like lost
sheep, desiring to shew forth his praise not
only with their lips, but in their lives, by
giving themselves up to his service, and
walking before him in holiness and righte
ousness all their days; but still miserable
sinners, doing what they ought not to do.
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&c. Can this running backwards and for
wards, one time saying one thing, another
time quite the contrary, be acceptable ser
vice to that God, who searcheth the heart,
trieth the reins, and requireth truth in the
inward parts i Again, in repeating the ex
periences of the royal Psalmist, how is it
possible but many gross falsehoods must be
expressed? For if the words of the mouth
do not express the real experimental lan
guage of the heart, however excellent they
may be, yet they are to those who utter
tliem, not the language of truth but of false
hood. I should hope a little serious consid
eration will convince of this.

Again, respecting the custom or practice
of singing, I have a few observations to
make. How inconsistent it is, that they who
have just before been confessing their mise
ry and wretchedness, should appear so quick
y and easily to forget all, and begin singing*
Surely it seems evidently to declare, they
were not sincere in their acknowledgments,
or that they think it of very little consequence
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whether their prayers are answered or not.
Besides, not only the manner to me appears
aljsurd and inconsistent, but the matter in
many quite contrary to truth, and to what has
been just before openly avowed. I could
specify many instances in every collection I
have seen, but I wish people to search for
themselves. Surely this is trifling- with seri
ous things. I am fully persuaded that the com
mon practice of singing is only calculated to a-
muse the creature, to please the outward ear;
whatever may Ijc pretended of its wanning
the heart, andkindlingdevotion. And if those
who practise it would be honest and candid,
I am of opinion they would be constrained
to acknowledge that amusement is the chief
object; or why so pleased with tunes and
music ? Can it for a moment be supposed,
that the Almighty is to be pleased with such
superficial conduct ? Surely not. And with
respect to its kindling devotion, it may be
well to remember what is said of those,
" -tuho kindle a Jire, and encompass themselves
about with sparks; they may xvalk in the,
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light thereof^ kit they shall lie dcvin in sot -
row" Isa. 1. 11. I readily admit what is ad
vanced to defend this custom, that our Lord
and his disciples, the night before he suffered,
sang a hymn, but what or how we arc not
informed ; no doubt the matter and manner
were both proper and seasonable ; and that
Paul and Silas, in prison, " sang praises to
the Lord," I believe ; but 1 cannot conceive
what argument can be deduced from thence
for the present custom of singing whatever
may be given out, suitable or not, whether
praise, profession, acknowledgment, or pe
tition. I fully believe this outward incon
siderate singing is very difterent from that
recommended by the apostle, " Singing
with the spirit, and with the imderstand-
ing." 1 Cor. xiv. 15. " Singing and tiiak-
ing melody in your hearts to the Lord."
Eph. V. 19. And I also believe, tliat the
true source of praise, even a grateful sense
of the Lord's mercies can be more consist
ently expressed than in outward jingle and
s o u n d .
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Indeed, my friends, I fear you are, many
of you, agreeably to your own confession, in a
miserable condition. Suffer me- to prevail
upon you to consider, whether your continu
ing year after year miserable sinners, is not
the consequence of your prayers not being
heard: and let a concern arise to inquire,
whether you have been seeking aright or
not: for our Lord promised plainly and
expressly, " that they xvho seek shall find.''''
Mat. vii. 5. Now, what have they found,
who continue, as they acknowledge,' miser
able sinners, having no health in them&c.
Do they not rather confess that the means
they have used are insufficient to cleanse and
heal them ; that they have not rightly ap
plied to the great physician, to the balm of
Gilead, " to that tree, whose leaves are for
the healing of the nations ; but have been
spending their money for that which is not
bread, and their labour for that which satis-^
fieth not; instead of hearkening diligently
unto the Lord, and eating that which is
good;" Isa. Iv. 2. that true bread of life,
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which our Lord said, " he that eateth of this
bread shall live for ever." John vi. 58. It' may be well to have recourse to these means
before the possibility of cure is denied; lest
they thereby deny the power of God, that he
is not able to " cast out the strong man ann-
ed, who keepeth his palace and his goods in
peace." Luke xi. 21. I think I need not add,
who is there meant by the strong man arm
ed, where is his palace, and what are his
goods. The apostle speaks of some, " who
had a form of godliness, but denied the
power thereof." 2 Tim. iii. 5. Now, it
maybe well to consider, in what can the
power of godliness be known, but in domin
ion over its adversary which is sin. And
do not they who deny the possibility of sin s
being subdued, deny the power of godliness ?
A serious consideration may not be unprofit
able. I have often admired, that those who
plead for sin, pretend highly to value the
scriptures, and say, ' the scriptures are the
rule whereas the scriptures uniformly in
sist upon the necessity of holiness; not an

H
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imaginary holiness, but a real purity of
hear t and of l i fe . " Wi thout ho l iness, "
said the apostle, " no man shall see the
Lord." Heb. xii. 14. " Be ye holy in all
manner of conversation, because it is written,
be ye holy for I am holy." 1 Pet. i. 15.
" Present your bodies, (mark, your bodies)
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service." Rom. xii.
1. They talk much of the blood of Christ;
it is a subject often in the mouth, but what
of the nature and effects of it is known, let
their own acknowledgments testify. The
apostle declares it " cleanseth from all sin."
1 yo/tn i. 7. Now how those who continue
' miserable, sinners, doing what they ought
not to do,' &c. can be cleansed from ad sin,
let the considerate judge.

It is with me now, to answer some ob
jections to this important truth ; antl to re
mark on some passages of scripture, which
those who deny the possibility of sin being sub
dued, endeavour to cover themselves with.
First, that ' The heart of man is deceitful
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above all tbintrs, and desperately wScVed, "-ho
can know itr" ̂ er. xvii. 9. That the heart of
every man, of every natural unregenerate
man, is truly so, I firmly believe : but be it
remembered, that the Lord promised to
give his people a new heart and a new spirit.
EzeL xxxvi. 26. And dare any one say,
that heart is deceitful and wicked ? Oh! be
ware of depreciating the gift of God. "Bless
ed are the pure in heart," saith our Lord,
" for thev shall see God." Jilfit. v. 8. " A
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neith
er can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit."
Mark vii. 18. " The seed on the good
ground are they who in an honest and good
heart, having heard the word,_k̂ ep it, and
bring forth fruit with patience." Luke vin.
15. For now, in the gospel dispensation,
the axe is laid to the root of the tree, 3ht.
iii. 10. What is the root of the tree there
alluded to but the heart, from whence words
and actions'have their birth ? " Thou blind
Pharisee," said Christ, " cleanse first that
•which is within the cup and the platter, that the
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outside may be clean also," Mat. xxiii.
26. And do they not in the stated foiiti,
pray that God ' would cleanse the thoughts
of their hearts, hy the inspiration of his
holy Spirita most excellent petition ; but
what is it in those who use it, and yet deny
the possibility of its being answered, hut a
solemn mockery ? For if the thoughts of the
heart are really cleansed, there can be no sin;
for sin defiles and pollutes the heart.

Another objection, is the language of the
apostle, where he speaks of " a law in his
members warring against the law of his
mind, and bringing him into captivity to the
law of sip, and that in his flesh dwelt no good
thing." Rom. vii. That the apostle once
was in that state, I think, is beyond a doubt;
and that every real christian experiences a
similar, till the strong man armed is cast out,
and the old leaven purged away. But that he
was so at the time of writing it, to me ap
pears by no means credible, from what he
has written just before and after; or he
must grossly contradict himself, which will
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hardly be allowed ; but rather that he was
describing the effects of the law upon
the carnal unregenerate mind : for he says,
" The law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold
under sin." Now can it be supposed that
the apostle was then carnal ? &c. Surely not.
For just after, he says, ' The carnal mind is.
enmity against God,' and ' to be carnally
minded is death,' chap. viii. 6, 7. and that
" they who are in the flesli cannot please
God but he adds, "Ye are not in the
flesh, but in the spirit, if the spirit of God
dwell in you ; and if any man have not the
spirit of Christ, he is none of his." It conse
quently follows, that if the apostle was then
in a carnal state, he was none of Christ's,
but at enmity against God. A little before,
he says, " Knowing this, that our old man
is crucified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that hencelorth we
should not serve sin : for he that is dead is
freed from sin," chap. vi. 6,7. And in the 2nd
verse " How shall we that are dead to sm,• live any longer therein." And in the 22nd
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verse, " Being made free from sin, and be
come servants to God, j'c have your fruit
unto holiness, and the end everlasting life."

Now let this plain language, both before
and after, written no doubt at the same time,
determine whether the apostle was then in

.a carnal, unregenerate state or not. And
though he elsewhere says, " Not as though I
had already attained, either were already per
fect." Phil. iii. 10. I think it in no respect
favours the construction many put upon it,
that the apostle was then in a sinful state ;
but rather makes against them, as it plainly
condemns the notion, of being perfectly and
for ever justified by mere imputation, and
evinces the danger of sitting down at ease,
resting satisfied with an imaginaiy justificji-
tion. For in another place, speaking of
the christian progress, he says, though he
did not run as uncertainly, or fight as one
that beateth the air, yet he found it necessa
ry to keep under his body, and bring it into
subjection, or there was a danger, notwith-
standing he had preached to others, of his be-
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ing still a cast away. 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. An
other objection is, 'that same apostle says,
" By grace ye are saved, through faith,
and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest any'man should
boast." Ej>h. ii. 8, 9. In answer to which,
I believe it is very necessary to distinguish
between the works of man, which he does
in his own will and strength, • and those
works which are wrought of God. Per
haps it is not rightly knowing this distinc
tion that people cry out against works, as
though they were all self-righteousness, flie
works of man, of the unrenewed carnal
mind, yea the best of them, are as filthy rags;
but I think there should be a great care not to
join the works of God (those which he work-
eth in his people) with man's own works ; fot
in the next verse the apostle says, " Ye are
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God hath before or
dained, that we should walk in them." That
it is by grace, I believe, no real christian will
deny, but will, with humble gratitude in all
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his progress, acknowledge with the apostle,
by the grace of God'I am what I am."

1 Cor. XV. lO. This grace the same apos
tle declared, hath appeared to all men, (mark
that, not to any particular part) and teaches,
that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, righteously and godly,
in this present world. He does not say (it
teaches) we must continue in sin. " What,"
says he in another place, " shall we continue
in sin, that grace may abound, God for
bid." Rom, vi. 1. That it is also through
faith, who will deny ? for " without faith it
is impossible to please God." Heb. xi. 6.
But the apostle speaks of a dead faith, James
ii. IT. of a faith the devils have, verse 19.
The true faith, he says, worketh by love,
Ga/. v. 6. purifieth the heart. Acts xv. 9.
and overcometh the world, 1 Jo/i?i v. 4.
Now what faith have those, who say, they
are ' tied and bound with the chain of their
sins, that they are miserable sinners having
no health in them,' &c. The tree is known
by its fruit.
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Again, the words of our Lord, when
upon the earth in the days of his flesh, to
those whom he had healed of their diseases,
are pleaded in excuse for continuing in sin
as " Thy faith hath saved thee, thy faith
hath made thee whole," &c. But be it re
membered, that those to whom he said so
were completely cured, received ' perfect
soundness and I believe, there, is a rem
nant at this day, tvho witness the same
works, spiritually accomplished by tlie pow
erful operation of the same word in the
heart, even a being made whole, a being
healed of the great disease of sin, prefigured
by the various cures performed on the bodies
of the people.

Once more another argument adduced is
where the apostle says, " If we say we have
no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is
not in us," J yo/in i. 8. But a due attention
to what follows, I think will clearly explain
that the apostle does not favour the idea that
he was then in that state ; for he adds, " if we
say we have not sinned," plainly alluding to
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time past, and continues, " if we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright-
ousness;" and as all unrighteousness is sin,
chap. V. 17. they who are cleansed from all,
surely can have none remaining. It is the
sincere desire of my mind, that the people
would consider for themselves, and not take
things of such importance upon trust, but
attend to the advice of the apostle, " Let
every man prove his own work, then shall
he have rejoicing in himself, and not in an
other, for every man shall bear his own bur
den." Gal. vi. 4, 5a " Be not deceived," he
adds just after, " God is not mocked ; what
soever a man soweth, that shall he reap,"
whatever be his opinion, knowledge or faith.
And in another place he says, though he had
all knowledge, could understand all myste
ries, though he had all faith, even to re
move mountains, yet he might be as noth
ing, 1 Cor. xiii. 2, Therefore it might be
well to have a care of talking so highly of
the scriptures, while the life and conversa-
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tion is not agreeable thereto ; and remem
ber the words of our Lord to some ol old,
" Search the scriptures for in them ye think
ye have eternal life ; and they are they which
testify of me, and ye will not come unto me
thatyemighthavelife."yoA?jV. 39,40. From
which it appears, and is worthy of the most se
rious attention, that those who had the scrip
tures and valued them, as to think they had
eternal life in them, yet they would not come
unto Christ, of whom they testified ; and
•' who was and is alone the life as well as
the light of men." John i. 4. Therefore it
may be well to take care of putting the let
ter, the testimony, the declaration, con
cerning an object, for the object itself; for out
Lord did not say the scriptures are the way;
but " I am the way, the truth and the life,
and no man cometh unto the .Father but by
me." John xiv. 6. And learn the difference
between the letter, the outward word, and
the word that was in the beginning, John u
1. before the scriptures, " the word nigh in
the mouth, and in the heart; Rom. x. 8.



" which is quick and powerful, sharper t;|
thiui a two-edged sword, dividing asunder '
soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the'fi
heart, before whom all things are naked and '
open." Heb. iy. 12. and of whom, as I be
fore observed, th« scriptures testify ; and
without whose all-powerful aid they remain
a dead letter, a sealed book. The apostle
declared, the things of God can only be
known by the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. ii. 11.
They are foolishness to the natural man.
Therefore I think we should be careful how
we attempt to comprehend the truths, which
are contained in the scriptures bv our own
understandings ; but rather be willing, as the
apostle recommends, to become fools, that
we may be truly wise, 1 Cor. iii. 18.

I would now oifer a tew remarks on those
two ordinances or ceremonies, Baptism and
the Lord's Supper, as they are called.

With respect to the first, as practised by
those I more particularly address myself to,
little need be said; as sprinkling infants is
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not even an imitation of true baptism, has
no relation to it whatever, nor do I believe
there can be found a single precept or exam
ple for it in any of the scriptures of truth. I
am well persuaded it is, like many other
things of the kind, a mere popish inven
tion, in the times of darkness and apos-
tacy, as a substitute for the reality; not in
any one respect calculated to answer any
good purpose whatever. It may be well se
riously to consider a language used at that
ceremony, " that this child is regenerate,and grafted into the body of Christ's
church and in the catechism respecting it,
that " he is therein made a member of Christ,
a child of God, and an inheritor of the king
dom of Heaven." Now let every consider
ate person solemnly ask himself, whether he
really believes such effects are really produ
ced by it. If it is possible that any one
can think so, his ideas of regeneration, and
Christ's church also, differ very widely from
m i n e .
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Let it be considered also, what people are
taught to promise at this ceremony: " To
renounce the devil and all his works, the
pomps and vanities of this wicked world,
and all the sinful lusts of the flesh ; to keep
God's holy will and commandments, and to
walk in the same all the days of their lives."
Are they not here required to promise what
is believed and confessed to be impossible to
perform? for surely it it was performed, they
would not be " miserable sinners, doing
what they ought not to do," &c.

That baptism is necessarjq absolutely
necessar}-, for every member of Christ's
church, I fully believe; but I believe, no
application of water, even when rightly im
itated, is the one true baptism. It is
not the putting away the filth of the flesh,
which is all outward elementary water can
do, but " the baptism of the Holy Ghost
and of fire," Mat. iii. u, even a be
ing baptised in the name, that is nature, of
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; thereby
experiencing the consuming of tlte earthly
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part in themselves, and a being cleansed and
purified from all filthiness of flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear ot the Lord ;
for the apostle says, " As many as are bap
tised into Christ have put on Christ," GaL
iii. 27. not imaginarily, but really ; and be
ing buried with him, by this spiritual bap
tism into death, even a death unto sin : that
" like as Christ was raised from the dead by
the glory of the Father, so they also will
walk in the newness of life." Rom. vi. 4.
And again. If any man be in Christ he is a
new creature, old things are passed away,
all - things become new, and all of God."
2 Cor. V. 17. and if all of God, there can be
no sin, " for sin is of the devil, and not of
God." 1 John iii. 8.

With respect to that other ceremony, call
ed the Lord's Supper, notwithstanding I am
sensible of the deep rooted prejudice in fa
vour of it, I feel no discouragement; under
a belief that a glorious day is dawning, when
clouds and shadows, signs and appearances,
shall give place to reality, to the pure essen-
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tial substance. I am perfectly satisfied in
mine own mind respecting it, and v/ill endeav
our to give my reasons, why I believe it is
not of that consequence or obligation many
fix upon it.

That our Lord, the night before he suf
fered took bread and brake it, and gave to
his disciples, as also the cup, I believe ; and
that he said, this do in remembrance of me;
but that he enjoined it to be an ordinance I
cannot find. I presume it will be allowed
to be a part of the feast of the Jewish pass-
over, as our Lord said, " With desire, I have
desired to eat this passover with you, before
I suffer," Luke xxii. 16. and which was a
remarkable type or figure of Christ, who was
the very Paschal Lamb, the substance or an
titype itself. That the bread and wine, as a
part of the passover, represented the body
and blood of Christ, to be broken and shed
for the remission of sins, I presume will al
so be allowed. Now as there is certainly
a very essential difference between the sign
and the thing signified, let us consider a lit-
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tie, which is of most consequence, or whe^
ther both are of obligation. I expect none
to whom I address myself will deny, that
Christ was and is really the substance and
antitype of every type and figure, under the
Mosaic ceremonial dispensation. This then
being one of those figures representing the
death of Christ; the substance being come,
the type fulfilled, what need of the shadow ;
why not give place, as others are acknowl
edged to do ? The apostle, writing to some,
remarks, " As often as ye eat this bread,
and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's
death, till he come." 1 Cor. xi. -26. Biit
this I think, by no means implies that it
was an enjoined ordinance, but rather, that
those to whom he was writing, continued in
the use or observance of the Jewish passover.
This I think, cannot appear improbable,
when it is considered, that for a time it waS
taught by some of the disciples, that " it
was needful to be circumcised, and to keep
the law of Moses," Acts xv. 5. of course this
among the rest. Therefore it appears to

T 2
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me, that they, as yet, knew not, in a spiritual
sense, the coming of Christ; that is, his spirit
ual appearance in their hearts ; an inference
which seems to be confirmed by what is re
corded of some, who had been baptised
with John's baptism, that is of water, yet
had not so much as heard whether there
were an Holy Ghost, Acts xix. 2. the promis
ed mode of his coming again, ̂ o/in xvi. 7.
Again, the apostle says, speaking unto wise
men, no doubt spiritually wise, " The cup
of blessing we bless, is it not the communion
of the blood of Christ ? The bread we break,
is it not the communion of the body of
Christ?' 1 Cor. x. 15, 15. Can it be sup-

- posed that he here alludes to outward bread
and wine? for if he did, all who partake of
that ceremony, let them be who they may, or
what they may, have communion with Christ.
Surely that would be joining light and dark
ness, Christ and Belial, righteousness and
unrighteousness together, in direct opposi
tion to the same apostle's plain declaration to
the same people. 2 Cor. vi. 15. He says again,
"Ye cannot drink of the cup of the Lord, and
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the cup of devils ; ye cannot be partakers of
the Lord's table and the table of devils," 1
Cor. X. 20. Now it is very obvious, that any
can partake of the outward bread and wine,,
therefore that cannot be the cup and table of
the Lord. Again, what is recorded of the
disciples breaking bread from house to house,
Jets ii. 24. I think by no means implies
such a ceremony, but rather a social way of
living among themselves ; as it is said, they
had all things common, verse 44, and, from
what immediately follows, " did eat then-
meat with gladness and singleness of heart,
verse 46, plainly alluding to their common
meals. It is also I think, very observable,
that when the apostles were assembled at
Jerusalem, to consider what wasnecessarj to
be enjoined to the believing Gentiles, this
ceremony was not even mentioned : which
had it been necessary, would sure not have
been omitted, considering the things which
were then enjoined; most of which have
since been laid aside. Jets \v. 20. otir
Lord's own words appear to me decidedly
■to discountenance the outward sign; as where
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he emphatically calls himself the " Bread of
Life." " That his flesh is meat indeed, and
his blood drink indeed, and that whosotver
ate and drank it had eternal life." John
vi. 46, &c. And to reprove their carnal
ideas of outward eating and drinking, verse
52, and to direct their minds to the spiritual
allusion, he adds, " What, and if vou shall
see the Son of Man ascend up where he v as
before," verse 62, how will ye eat him then?
not in outward bread and wine, " it is the
spirit that quickeneth : the flesh (or outv. aid
food) profueth nothing."

I Itelieve tiiere are among those whom I
address myself to, such as are sensible of tha
necessity of this spiritual communion, and
are truly desirous to partake thereof. Far
be it from me to wound any of these. I do
tenderly salute them, and feel a degree of
unity with the least appearance of the true
seed of the kingdom ; I would not hurt the
least plant of the Lord's own right hand
planting". However, some little differences
may appear, yet let me say to these in a
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spirit of love and unity, as this is acknowl
edged to he but a sign or token, why is this
continued, when others of equal authority
and obligation are dispensed with ? Foi in
stance, that of circumcision, which our Lord
submitted to, Luke ii. 21 ; and which for a
time, even after his ascension, was enjoined
by his disciples, as I before quoted ; VV ay
this laid aside ? It may perhaps be answered,
this sign according to the apostle's defini
tion of it, represented the circumcision made
without hands, in putting off the bodj' of the
sins of the fiesh. Col. ii- H- I fi'Hv
it did, and as it is equally true, that bread
and wine is also a sign, there appears to me
not a shadow of a reason, why the one
should be continued in preference to the
other; the thing signified by both being of
equal obligation.

Again, it was worthy of observation, that
the beloved disciple John, in his relation,
makes not the least mention of this cere
mony ; but is very particular in giving an
account of our Loi-d's washing his disciples
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feet. "Why is not this ceremony observed,
as it appears to be more particularly enjoin
ed than the other ? For, says Christ, " Ye
call me Master, and Lord, and ye say well,
for so I am ; if I then, your Lord and Mas
ter have washed, your feet, ye ought also to
wash one another's feet, for I have given
you an example, that ye should do as I have
done unto you." John xiii. 13. Now,
where can there be found so strong an in
junction for the other, that of bread andwine? If it is answered, that was a sign or
figure to teach humility and love to each
other, which I readily admit it was, I think it
is necessary to prove the other to be some
what more than a sign to support its conti
nuance in preference, which I expect will
hardly be attempted. That it was not prac
tised or observed as an ordinance by the
apostles, I think evidently appears, from
the whole tenor of their writings. Paul re
proves some for being subject to ordinances." Touch not, taste not, handle not," says he,
" which all are to perish with the using "
CoU ii. 20. and doth not outward bread and
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"ivine perish -with the using? The apostle
well knew the true living bread was not of a
perishable nature. Again, he saj s, " Let
no man judge you in meat and in drink, or
in respect to tlte holy day, new moon, or
the sabbath, which" he adds, " are a shadow
of things to come, but the bod)', (the sub
stance) is of Christ," uerse 16. In another
place he says, " The kingdom ot God is
not meat and drink, but righteousness and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." jRom.
xiv. 17. And to some others lie said " I
am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed on
you labour in vainbecause after they had
known God, had tasted somewhat of the
substance, they turned again to the weak and
beggarly elements, whereunto they desired
again to be in bondage. Gal. iv. 9. " Ye ob
serve days, and months, and times,and years,"
verse 10, said he, which he had declared to
be but shadows of good things ; and I fear
the same language is too applicable to many
Avho make a very high profession in this day.

From what I have observed on this sub
ject, I think, to an unprejudiced mind, it
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iiiiist appear that the true supper of the
I-ord is an inuarcl, spiritual communion.
" Behold," says Christ, " I stand at the

door, and knock ; if any man hear my voice
and open the door, I -will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with me."
liev. iii. 20 ; and that the outward bread
and wine, was nothing more than a part of
the Jewish ceremonial dispensation ; neither
commanded to, nor practised generally by,
the Gentiles, in the apostle's days. For, I
tv ould just add, if it is a necessary ordinance ;
if in other words, it is what by many it is
asserted to be, the effects of it would be
evident; for our Lord said, " Whosoever
ate his flesh and drank his blood, had eter
nal life.' Now, I presume no one to whom
I now address myself will impute such an
effect to outward bread and wine ; therefore
it cannot be the Lord's supper. We no
tvhere read of two suppers. The difference
between the sign and thing signified, the
shadow and the substance, I believe many
are in a degree sensible of; and as the sub-
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stance, the realitj' is to be partaken of, yea,
absolutely necessary; (for, said.our Lord," Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man,
and drink his blood,ye have no life in you;
John vi. 53.) and, as I before observed, we
read of but one supper of the Lord; surely
it is of consequence rightly to know which is
indeed the true supper.

I have no doubt but there are those
who in sincerity and uprightness of heart
continue in the use of the sign; far be it
from me to judge these. I have only a
caution to give in love, that where these
signs are regarded, it may be as to the Lord,
and not unto men. See Rom. xiv. 6. I lul-
ly believe religion doth not consist in ob
serving, or not observing outward cere
monies. For as the apostle says, " In
Christ Jesus, neither circumcision avail-
eth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a
new creature." Gal. vi . 15. I t is not a
name, a profession, or any outward ob
servance ; but I am not without a fear that
many regard them as to men, and are in
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bondage imto them, and so settled down at
ease in them, that they will hardly hear the
least objection to them. Such perhaps must
be left for a time : however, 1 have given
some of my reasons for absenting myself
from your communion, and why 1 believe
the worship thei'e performed, is not the wor
ship which the Lord requireth ; that it is not
agreeable, but contrary to the scriptures; that
it is not' the means of grace, and ordinance
of God,' but the invention and imagination of
man ; that it is wrong in principle and in
practice; in principle^ because you are taught
that you must not expect deliverance froms in
in this life, whereas the scriptures testify the
•contrary ; in practice^ because you worship
in your own wills, and teach for doctrines
the commandments of men, which our Lord
testified against, Mark vii. 7. yea, in an unre-
generate state, according to your own con
fession, for a sinner is not regenerate. There
fore, what I have heard among you, that
your* best services are polluted, is strictly
true; for while you yourserves are iu the
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polluted state, all your performances are
polluted also. " For who can bring a clean-
thing out of an unclean? not one." yob xiv.
4. But it mav be well to remember, it stands
an unchangeable truth, "That the sacrifices
of the wicked are an abomination to the
Lord," Prov. xxi. 27. and though we
may amuse ourselves with the vain idea
that all is well, I do assuredly believe, that
to offer any acceptable sacrifice or service,
we must know, experimentally know, a be
ing washed, sanctified, and justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the sprit of
our God. iCcr.vi.ll. Therefore remember
a language of old to some who had no health
in them, but were unsound from head to foot,
as many confess they now are. " To what
purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices ?"
Isa. i. 11. " Bring no more vain oblations,

I incense is abomination to me, the new moons
and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies I can
not away with, it is iniquity even the solemn
meeting. When you spread forth your
hands, I will hide mine eyes, yea, when ye
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niake many prayers, I will not hear." vcr.
1 3 , 1 4 . A n d c o n s i d e r t h e e x h o r t a t i o n t o
them, " Wash ye, make ye clean, put away
the evil of your doings from before mine
eyes : cease to do evil, learn to do well,"
&c. ver. 16. Then it is added, " Though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be white
as snow: though they be red like crimson, they
shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obe
dient, ye shall eat the good of the land; but if
ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with
the sword; for the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it." ver. 18. Oh, how awful is this
denunciation now fulfilling around us ! It is
the fervent breathing of my spirit, that this
highly professing, much favoured nation,who have been calling abundantly upon the
Lord with their mouths, and honouring him
with their lips, may avert the impending
stroke, by truly humbling themselves be
fore him; and as his judgments are in the
earth may indeed learn righteousness, Jsa.
s x v i . 9 .
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I know, friends, from a degree of experi-
ence, that there are many and various ap
pearances, signs, and shadows, set up among
professing christians ; some of which I have
pointed out. I now wish to direct, accord
ing to the ability I am at present favoured
with, to the reality or substance itself; and
this inestimable treasure which I had long
in vain sought for without, among the vari
ous appearances, I at last found to be with
in. I can anticipate the surprise, and per
haps the indignation, the word tvhhin may
excite in some minds, who may be ready to
exclaim, can there be any good thing in man ?
Yes, friends, the sovereign good, the only
good, is to be found there ; and I desire
your patient attention while I endeavour to
remove that unjust, delusive, yea too de
structive idea, that nothing good is to be
found in man. I believe it is the grand ar
tifice, the most successful insinuation of the
great adversary of mankind, to divert the
attention from that which is alone able effec- ,
tually to destroy his kingdom or rule in tlie

K 2
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heart, and draw it to objects without, to si'
militudes and appearances. (Mysterj' Baby
lon.) This good then, though in man, is not
of man, it is not natural to him ; but a free,
spontaneous, unmerited gift. This good is,
with reverence be it spoken, even God him
self; a truth, I believe of the utmost import
ance to be experimentally known by every
individual ; and a truth abundantly testified
to m the sacred writing; as the ground work,
the substance, the foundation of real relig
ion ; a language also repeatedly expressed
by the professors of Christianity ; though
the truth, the reality of it, appears so little
known, as by many even to be denied. Do
not you frequently read, " I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; I will be their
God, and they shall be my people," 2 Cor.
vi. 16. " If a man love me," said our Lord,
" he will keep my words, and my Father
will love him, and we will come unto him,
and make our abode with him." yo/tn xiv.
23. " The Comforter, even the Spirit of
Truth," proceeding from the Father, said
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e, ** dwelleth with you, and shall be ia
you," ver. 17. " Know ye not," said the
apostle, " that Jesus Christ is in you except
ye be reprobates i" 2 Cor. xiii. 5, and that
your bodies are the temples of the living
God ? 1 Cor. vi. 19. I could multiply quota
tions of scriptures, to prove this great im
portant truth, but am sensible that those to
whom I address myself are well acquainted
with the words. You are frequently reading
" of Christ within, the hope of glory. Col. i.
27, under various similitudes ; but what is
the reason, he is not known there ? It is an
important question. What is the reason, I
again repeat it, that Christ so often read of
in the scriptures as within notwithstanding
so much talk and imaginations about him,
is not known there in, reality ?■ I believe,
friends, I can tell you the reason why he, the
one great foundation, is not known, where
alone he is truly to be known. Because he
is not souglit for there.; but in something
without, some appearance or representation
of him, a knowledge gathered from men or
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books, from the history or outward letter
which, however highly it may be valued, I
believe is merely notional. The real ex
perimental knowledge is only known by his
internal appearance, his second coming,
without sin, unto salvation; Ifei. ix. 28. and
the operation and effects thereby produced;
See Ma/, ui. 3. " The kingdom of God,"
said our Lord, « cometh not by observa
tion man, with all his wisdom, is unable
to comprehend it, neither shall they say" Lo! here is Christ; of, lo! there," not in any
outward appearance, " for, behold the king
dom of God is within you." LMe xvii. 20,
21. " Say not in thine heart," said the apos
tle, " who shall ascend into heaven that is
to bring Christ down from above, or who
shall descend into the deep, that is to bring
Christ again from the dead:" He is not at a
distance, but " the word is nigh thee, in thy
mouth and in thy heart," /?om. x. 6, 7, 8
Our Lord represeftted this great truth by
various objects or similitudes, to convey
spiritual instruction to hts disciples; as a
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treasure hid in a field; Mat. xiii. 44, seed
•own in the ground ; Mark iv. 26, a grain of
mustard seed ; Mat. xiii. 31, a little leaven
hid in meal; ver. 33, plainly alluding to this
inestimable treasure as hid in the heart, the
earthly part of man. There were some of
whom our Lord said, having ears they heard
not; they could not understand the spiritual
meaning of his parables; but to some he
•aid, " Unto you it is given to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of God." Mark
iv. 11. Now, friends, it is of "consequence
to know of which number we are, whether
these are still to us as parables, or whether
we know that which unfolds their true mean
ing : « I am the light of the world," said
Christ: " he that follqweth me, shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of
l i f e . " y o h n v i i i . 1 2 . .

The apostle says there is no communion,
between light and darkness. 2 Cor. vi. 14.
If we have not light, we must of necessity be
in darkness. There is a spiritual light, as
well as a natural. This great apostle te the
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gentiles, declaring his commission to preach
the gospel, said it was to turn people from -
darkness to light, from the power of Satan
unto God. Acts xxvi. 18. Of what conse- .
quence then is it to be acquainted with this
light, by which alone we can discern be
tween good and evil. All things," said
the apostle, «' that are reproved, are made
manifest by the light j for whatsoever doth
make manifest is light." £/,h. v. 13. That
we may know what this light is the scrip
tures abundantly declare, John the Baptist'
was sent to bear witness of this light, which
is the true light, which Hghteth every man
that Cometh into the world, yohn i. 8, 9.
In him, i. e. Christ, was life, and the life
was the light of men, ver. 4. This light
shineth in darkness, even the dark heart of
man ; though the darkness comprehended it
not. ver. 5. This is the light of the glori
ous gospel; therefore, friends, I caution you
to beware of calling it a natural light, or a
new light as many have done. For, I be- .
lieve the same light, if attended to, and its
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discoveries obeyed, will effect the ^samt
works spiritually in the heart, or inner man,
as it formerly did on the bodies of the peo
ple. Therefore I believe there is great dan
ger of speaking evil of the light, for whoever
do, confess they are strangers to it, and of
course are walking in darkness, for there is
but one true spiritual light. And, " If we
say we have fellowship with him and walk in
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth : but
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,

/we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son, cleanseth
ws from all sin." 1 Johri i. 6, 7.

Our Lord himself plainly declared, that
" Every one that doeth evil, hateth the
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his
deeds should be reproved ; but he that'doeth
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds
may be made manifest, that they are wrought
m God." Johnui. 20,21. Tlterefore, it
is not strange that those who plead for sin,
which is evil, should speak against this
light, and call it a natural light; or any
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thing to excuse themselves; because it can
not but condemn them. Those things
which the light, if attended to, would mani
fest to be evil, are too dearly loved to be
parted with, while they can persuade them
selves they are secure in retaining them. I
speak from experience, and do earnestly re
commend a turning to this light within,
from all the ' Lo heres,^ and ' Lo theres,'the
various appearances, signs, and shadows, set
up by the will and wisdom of men, in the
times of darkness and apostacy; even to
Christ within, the hope of glory, the true
foundation, 1 Cor. iii. 11; the rock against
which as it is faithfully abode in, even the
gates of hell shall not prevail, Mat. xvi, 18 ;
nor all the opposition of men. This I be
lieve is the substance of every shadow, the
reality of every appearance, the word nigh
in the mouth and in the heart; the true
anointing, which is truth and no lie, and
which teacheth all things without need of
^man's teaching. i yohn ii. 27. This is
the netv covenant, graciously promised by
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the Most High. " I will put my law in
their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts, and will be their God, and they shall
be my people; and they shall teach no more
every man his neighbour, and every man his
brother, saying. Know the Lord, for they
shall all know me, from the least of them
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord."
Jer. xxxi. 33, 34,

Behold, said our Lord, the kingdom of
God is within you. Luke xvii. 21. The
seed of the kingdom which is sown in the
heart, though too small forthe eye of man's
wisdom to discover, though it is still to
the high professing Jew a stumbling block,
and to the worldly wise Greek, foolish
ness ; yet it is to those who hear its call
and obey it, Christ, the power of God, and
the wisdom of God. 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. This
I believe is the new birth, without which
our Lord declared no one even could see
the kingdom of God. 'John iii. 3. The
birth which is not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of GotJ,
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John i. IS. For that which is boni of
the flesh, however high and specious its
appearance, is still flesh ; and that which
is born of the spirit, however mean and con
temptible in the eye of man's wisdom, is
spirit. The gospel is a spiritual dispensa
tion. The spirit of truth inwardly manifest
ed, our Lord promised should guide into all
truth. John xvi. 13. The apostles were
not to leave Jerusalem till they had received
it. Acts i. 4, and then we are informed," They spake as the spirit gave them utter
ance." Acts ii. 4. We have no reason to
suppose they used any form of words, nei
ther that they spake when or where they
chose; but we are frequently informed of
their going or forbearing, as by the spirit
they were directed. Acts viii. 29. xix- 7,
&c. neither are we to suppose that this in
fluence and direction of the spirit was con
fined to any period of time; for, says our
Lord, " Lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the .world." Mat. xxviii. 20.
What a departure from their example and
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precepts is lamentably conspicuous among
most professing christians; tvho have in
vented various images, forms, and modes of
worship, which they can perform when they
please ; evidently acknowledging that they
th ink the influence and ass is tance o f the

spirit unnecessary; at least that they will
begin at a venture, whether it may come or
not! Surely it may be well to consider,
whether it is not offering strange fire before
the Lord. Lev. x. 1. The only true wor
ship under the gospel dispensation, is, agree
ably to our Lord's express declaration, that
which is in spirit and in truth, yohn iv. 24,
and as the influences and movings of the
spirit, (although so absolutely necessary, as
that no acceptable worship can be performed
without them) are not at our command ;
hovv proper, yea, how needful then, is an
humble, silent, dependent waiting upon Him,
who a lone can admin is ter th is ass is tance;
that thereby the true preparation of the heart
may be experienced, to receive whatever He,
who searcheth the heart, and who alone
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fenoweth what is good for those who wait
upon him, may be pleased to administer:
whether immediately, by his still small
voice in the secret of the heart: or instru-

mentally, by whomsoever he may please
to appoint!

''They that wait upon the Lord," said the
prophet, " shall renew their strength." Isa.
xl. 31. It is the professed object of most as
semblies for religious worship, to wait upon
the Lord. Now, whether those who in sol
emn humble silence, wait to feel the influ
ences of the spirit, to instruct and enable,
when and what to oflTer, or what immediate
ly to receive from the fountain of good, arc
such as that promise applies to; or those
who are always ready to begin, either in a
prescribed form, or in the exercise of their
ev/n natural or acquired abilities, whether
they may have the assistance so necessary
or not; I think a little serious consideration
may determine. Indeed the plain express
meaning of the term, Waiting, appears to
me to be a silent, attentive expectation of



1

1 2 5

something; and if it is weightily considered,
that, at such times, we more particularly
profess to approach the sacred presence of
Him, " who searcheth the heart, trieth the
reins, and requireth truth in the inward
parts who cannot possibly be deceived or
amused by the most plausible expressions,
or the most eloquent language; who has de
cidedly condemned the practice of drawing
near to him with the mouth, and honouiang
him with the lips, whilst the heart is far
from him ; Isa. xxix. 13, surely it is needful
at such times to wait, silently wait, for the
reception of spiritual power, lest we should
be like those who offer the sacrifice of fools.
Eccles. V. 1. " Let not thine heart," said
the wise man, " be hasty to utter any thing
before God, for Ciod is in heaven and thou
upon earth ; therefore let thy words be few,
verse 2. " Without me," said our blessed
Lord, " ye can do nothing." Jotm xv. 5.
Yet the practice of many who profess to fol
low him evidently declares that they think
they can do without him, for they are, as to

L 2
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words and outward performances, always
ready. The apostle plainly declared, that

we know not what we should pray for 'as
we ought, hut it is the spirit that helpeth our
infirmities." Rom. viii. 26. Then what arc
all the arts of composition, and the powers
of human eloquence, without this assistance,
but as " sounding brass or a tinkling cym
bal ? " When ye pray," said our Lord,
" use not vain repititions as the heathen do;
for they think they shall he heard, for their
much speaking:" Mat. vi. 7. A language too
applicable, I fear, not only to the prescribed
formal prayers, but to the more private ex
tempore productions, as though prayer con
sisted in outward expression ; an idea repeat
edly condemned in the scriptures of Truth,

The apostle, after saying we know not
what to pray for, adds, " The spirit itself
maketh intercession for us, with groanings
which cannot be uttered." And Christ called
them hypocrites who prayed to be seen of
men ; Mat. vi. 5, and directed his disciples
to pray in secret to the Father who seeth iti
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secret, ver. 6. The apostle alsb recoiii-
mends a praying always, with all prayer and
supplication in the spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance. Eph. vi. 18.
He does not recommend fo begin singing as
soon as they conclude a prayer. In another
place, he exhorts to a " continuing instant m
prayer;" Rom, xii. 12. again, " Pray without ceasing;" 1 Thes. V. 17. from all which
I think it must appear that there may be true
prayer -without -words, and that there may
also be words without prayer. I believe
there are those possessed of considerable
abilities, a ready flow of words, and a pleas
ing eloquent delivery, who can at any timewhen they please, deliver what I have heard
called an excellent prayer ; without waiting
to feel that influence, which can alone enable
to "pray with the spirit, and with true un
derstanding :" but though such exercises
may produce a temporary warmth, both m
speaker and hearer, I believe, it will be found
to be only a fire of their own kindling, a
mere appearance, and not the effects of the
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live coal from the true altar. Isa. vi. 6.
The same observations are equally applica
ble to every other external performance of
worship, public or private: for, however it
may alfect the outward ear, yea, and kindle
sparks, as it were producing a temporary-
warmth ; if it does not proceed from the im
mediate sensible movings of the spirit of
truth,. I much fear the appellation of will-
worship is too applicable to it.I have also had a fear, that a language
of old, respecting some of whom it was said," they limited the Holy One of Israel," Psa.
Ixxvui. 41. is applicable to most professing
religious societies, where any particular man
or set of men, assume to themselves the ex
clusive right of teaching or preaching: a
practice I believe totally repugnant to the
gospel dispensation, and the uniform exam
ple and precepts of Christ and his apostles.For I fully believe that no human authority,
call, qualif cation, or ordination, can make a
minister of Christ. That is the prerogative of
Christ himself. It is absolutely necessary
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that every individual christian should be
bom of the spirit; John iii. 5. and surely
it must also be necessary that the ministers
of Christ should, in an especial manner, be
BO too. Paul said he was made an apostle,
" Not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus
Christ and God the Father." Gal. i. 1. And,
as I before observed, the dispensation of the
gospel being a " dispensation of the spirit,"
the ministers thereof are ministers of the
spirit, and not of the letter: not ministers
of the word only, though scripture words
themselves ; but of the « word of eternal
life," even of the " word which was in the
beginning,which liveth and abideth forever."
1 Pet. i. 23. That word which is quick and
powerful, discerning the thoughts and intents
of the heart," Heb. iv. 12. Words may have,
and no doubt have, their service, as the spir
it brings to remembrance, and giveth utter
ance ; but to steal the words of scripture, see
Jer. xxiii. 30,31, and put them in a premed
itated form, however eloquently they may



1 3 0

be delivered, I believe is not preaching the
gospel. But, I believe, that they who are
particularly called, qualified, and sent by
Christ himself, as I believe every true min
ister is, will not presume to preach or pray,
when, where, or what they please; but as
they are immediately moved and directed by
the spirit of Christ, inwardly revealed ; see
Gal. i. 16. who can alone know what is need
ful to be administered, and these as they
freely receive, they will, agreeably to our
Lord's command. Freely give. Mat. x. 8,
&c.." without any view to temporal interest
whatever." And as they are,not their own,
they cannot dispose of their time or talents,
according to their own wills; but as He
who hath called them is pleased to direct.

To conclude ; the few observations I have
now offered, may, perhaps, to unprejudiced
minds; be sufficient to evince the inward
spiritual nature of the gospel dispensation;
and that " signs and figures, all external cer
emonial performances, are totaUy abolished



1 3 1

from that worship, which can only be per
formed in spirit and in truth." John iv.
2 5 , 2 4 .

They may also evince that the only neces
sary qualification for true worship, is the in
fluence and direction of the spirit of truth in
wardly revealed ; that this necessary assist
ance is not confined to time or place, nor to
any particular man or set of men. For, as
the apostle declared, " The manifestation of
the spirit is given to every man, to profit
withal," 1 Cor. xii. 7. I believe there are
no individuals arrived to the years of dis
cretion, but who are favoured with a suffic
ient portion thereof, if properly attended to,
to direct them into the paths of true judg
ment. The word, even the word of eternal
life, is nigh to all, nor need any look to men
for instruction ; but this same anointing, if
the mind is simply and unreservedly direct
ed to it, teacheth all things, and is truth.
1 "John ii. 27. Who is there, who has not
felt its secret reproofs for evil, and its ap
probation for good? To this true teacher.
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of whose all-sufficient aid I have thankfully
to acknowledge a degree ot experience, I do
earnestly recommend the particular, un
wearied, faithful, attention of every indivi
d u a l .

JOHN SPALDING.

Readings ZOth of the 7 th Month, 1794,

P I N I S .
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