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Seat in stands
hard to take
for McIntire

But clash with UW coach
makes her return unlikely

By Sheldon Spencer
P-1 Repaner
or Jocelyn Melntire, this basketball sea-
F son has been like many others she has
seen in her 15 years in the sport — and
like no other.

McIntire, who ranks among the University
of Washington’s career leaders in assists, free
throw accuracy and 3-point shot accuracy,
runs the court two, three, maybe five nights a
week. She is a point guard with a deft handle,
sweet shot and keen court sense.

She runs the show — only this show is off,
off-Montlake Boulevard, home of the Husky
team she played 91 games for between 1989
91. This show is for Mama’s Mexican Kitchen,
the sponsor of one of two city league teams
Mclntire plays for in order to satisfy her
roundball appetite. .

The UW senior from Lake Oswego, Ore.,
longed for the chance io finish her collegiate
career in a Husky uniform this season. She
even formally sought a return to the team in
December. But today Mcintire realizes that
was 3 chance she forfeited long ago.

So this Saturday night, when the 15-10
Huskies play what should have been MclIn-

tire’s home finale against Washington State, a ;

savvy point guard will sit in the student
section of Edmundson Pavilion watching a
young Husky team struggle -— in part because
it does not have a savvy point guard.

“1t was hard to watch the games,” Melntire
said. “l wanted to be out there contributing
with the team. But I guess I need to say that
(not playing) has gotten easier to accept with
time.”

Last May McIntire and UW Coach Chris:
Gabrechit called a truce in a three-year battle'

of personalities, They signed an agreement in
which Melntire could continue to pursue her
degree in psychology, to train and study with .
her teammates, o retain her basketball
scholarship.

But coach and player thought it best that
she not play for the Huskies this season, so
Mcintire became a redshirt.

Gobrecht denies ever being
contacted about Mcintire's possi-
ble return and reiterates that she
and MecIntire have not spoken
since May. Yet Gobrecht, who has
admitted that lack of an experi-
enced point guard has been a
trying problem this season, insists
that McIntire's absence has little
to do with the Huskies' woes.

“What is going on with the
team, it was irrelévant - whether
we were going to go 28-0 or 0-28 —
it was irrelevant to the situation
involving Jocelyn.

“We npever said. ‘'Jocelyn.
you’re not going 1o play next year
because we don't need you,' That

- has nothing to do with it.”

. -Then what is the issue that
précluded speaking with Mcintire
abput the possibility of returning
Iliis season?
T “That's between Jocelyn and
myself.” Gobrecht says. “1 realize
gverybody’s got an opinion on it,

ut so far nobody's even been
close,

.“7’d be the first to say. yeah,
sure we needed Jocelyn (this
season). But that was irrelevant to
why the decision was made then.”
- ~MeclIntire refuses to speculate
on-what difference she could have
made to this Husky team. which
nlight miss the NCAA tournament
Yor - the first time in Gobrecht's
seven-year tenure and since 1984

. Each admits to some regrets.
but neither Mclntire nor Gobrecht

*will specify why they agreed to |

disagree to the extent that it
' should end Mclntire's UW career
prematurely.

.- Melntire, 21, does not expect
to use her final season of eligibil-
ity-as a Husky. '

She thinks her problems with
Gobrecht were based on “miscom-
munications”™ that were ail too
common.

. ~Those miscommunications in-
ciuded swapping words on the
bench at the 1991 NCAA West
Regional in Las Vegas, where UW
was buried under a Stanford sec-
ond-half avalanche in a 7347
season-ending loss. ,

-. Gobrecht brought Mclntire to
the bench after a couple of Stan-
ford 3-point shots.

“I understood why I was being
taken out of the game,” McIntire
Tecalls of her last UW game, “but I
guess you could say we had some
words that weren't probably ap-
propriate.” ‘ ‘
t.. In'the aftermath of that loss.
fpgiuatxng seniors Laurie Mer-
H and Karen Bryant were sus-
perided from the team for break-
;:E:a team rule about drinking
aleohol. That divided team and
eoarh for a time,

20d - 3/4)7>

iZ-When tne annual spring one-
fa-one discussion with Coach Go-
brecht approached. Mclntire was
i.ready to talk So Mclntire told
srecht that she “needed time
Jori the wounds to heal.”
«2-Melntire told her coach via a

I.
- -Z¥She didn’t take to that too |
Kindly,” Moclntire says of her
toach’s response.
7 >So player and coach decided
onra one-year hiatus.
; -“In her words she thought I
was being continuously disrup-
'tive,” Melntire said. “That could
 Delinterpreted a variety of ways, I
ess. But I think we were never
on.the same page.”
* “So Melntire watches from the
outside. But initially that was very
difficult.
= In December she wanted to
end her exile, McIntire contacted
Kit Green, UW associate athietic
director, to see if the door was
open, It was sealed shut.
* = *“Under no circumstances” Go-
brecht replied, Green said.

- -"™We had an agreement with
Jocelyn that was .imn writing.”
Green said. “That was formalized
last spring [ think the coach
iwwanted to stay true to that agree-
‘ment.” '

“1 would like to think that I

| would have been able to help

thewm out,” she says. “There were
a lot of close games that they
should have won. But there’s no
guarantee that I would have made
a difference.”

*  She will graduate this spring
* with her degree in psychology and

she is pursuing admission to one
of three graduate programs in
physical therapy. including the
UW's. The burden of graduaie
courses probably precludes her
pursuing one more season of col-

| lege basketball. regardless where
she is enrolled.

;' If her career is over, “it didn't
end the way I wanted it to end.”
. NlcIntire said. “But I was ready
for basketball to be over after this
"year. I'm ready to move on and do
other things, Basketball is fun. but
it's not everything.” . R
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Soviets to give UW’s
point guard initiation

Byl&emmth Rlchardson
,maapmer -

‘ l;t"s a good thing Jocelyn Meln-

re doeén’t rattle easily. . .
Sunday she gets'her first
srart aE point guard for the Wash-
zHuskies against one of the
vtteams in the world, the Soviet
Nalional Team, at 3 b m. in Hee
Edn‘?ndson Pawlhon '
avent played agamst the
Sowet’hUmon “before,” Meclntire
s3id. “but I know the)l are’ very
physical and their guards are
grept outside shooters:.” ~

.“Melntire, a 5-foot-8 junior who
averaged 2.5 points during her
linfiled playing time last season,
has been handed the reins to
Waghington's offense by Coach
Chlis Gobrecht

» %She could be as imporiant to
the Huskies’ season as All-Amerj-
ca xcandidate Karen Dedén and
sharpshooler Laurie Merlino, the
tezm’s two senior starters.

‘Last year Jocelyn had a cer-
taili role and ‘she played it well,”
said Gobrecht, who pointed out
that during key situations in big
gakees McIntire often tan the
offtnse instead of senior starter
Jagki Myers.

" %I think you are just going to
gef more ol 'what you have seen
frdin her, * Gobrecht said.

#4250 "year wheb Washington
upset top-ranked Stanford 81-78,
Md!nnre took over the offense in;,

“final winutes. 'l"ralhng, Stan- |
fo went to 2 \rapping defense,
huﬂMcIntlre was able to handle it

- WThis “year the former star of
Laire Oswego (Ore.) High School
may have a hew role, but she is
haldling it with the same poise.

=Nah,” she says when asked if
she feels pressure.” “T think I'm
goihg to play more and probably
hayeranore:responsibility, but I
dop’t feel any real pressure. I've
gat:four people out thére wnth me
alllhe time. It's not just.me.”

- FPoint guard-is a question mark
for-Washinglon this year in terms .
of\matchmg up with elite teams.
Laﬁ year Myers gave the Huskies

S

speed and ball-handling skills,
Against teams wilth great quick-

ness, she was able to hold her
OWTL.
Lack of speed in the backcoun

is a major concern of Gobrecht's,

But Melntire. says: she can
make up for her lack of speed. -

“Practicing against Jacki f0r
two years really helped,” she said.
“For a long time it seemed Jike 1
was getting my tail whipped every
day, becauwe she was-§o much
quicker. I had to learn how to play
her or else.”

Melntire sard ‘she learncd to
use position Lo make up for the
speed differential. She learned to
anticipate and 10 never, ‘ever
leave her feel.

“Not that 1 could block any-
body’s shol anyway.” she said.

“The main thing I'learned is
that if T could guard Jacki in
practice for two years, I can stlck
with anybody else I'm gonpa sec.’

With Melntire, Gobrecht also
gets the bonus of a :Having an
outside scoring threat

“If people try to sag on us this
year, Jacelyn McIntire won't hesi-

lale to put it up from'eutsidg,”

said Deden, casting 2 teasing look
at her teammate.

Melntire has never been shy
about shooting. In fact she has
never been shy about anything.

“1 was always aggressive and
outspoken a3 a kid,” she said. -

It's that' aggressivéness and
brashness that adds o her tough-
ness. And Gebrecht thmks il could
help make the Huskies.tougher.

“Last year Jackie. wouldn
hesitate to throw herself into a
group of bodies, but I always
wornied aboul her geiting hunt

when she did,” Gobrecht said. 1

don’t worry about Jocelyn. She's
pretty tough.”

Mclntire has developed her
own sort of bump-and-run de-

fense, but elaims she dpesn’t real-
2" ly like physical basketball. ¢

Y don't like it if there is a lot
.of pushing and shov¥ing — unigss
I'm doing the pushmg and shqv-

,mg”she said. - . i

P, Ml w

The Seattle Post-Intelligencer
Friday, November 16, 1990
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.The Seattle Post-Intelligencer

EMCIIItiI'e_ gets : Sg—wve, Friday, January 4, 1991
in Huskies’ win -

¢ P-| Staff and Mews Services

!+ TUCSON, Ariz. — The 13th-ranked
Washington women’s basketball team
has looked to forward Karen Deden
and guard Lax_xrie Merlino this season.

Bqt last night point guard Jocelyn
Mcintire spelled relief for the seniors,
collecting 22 points, 7 assists, and 6

. steals to lead Washington to a 94-71
vicltory in the Pac-10 Conference open-
er fo:;ll’:loth teams . - .. C

. “Arizona'was.leaving Jocelyn open
and she was just having a ﬁel{dn dgy.-"v‘
said _ HuskyCoach Chris - Gobrecht, |

- UW women ' .

B

whose team improved to 9-1 overail
while dropping Arizons to 5-9.
“I thought they would be all over:
Her in the second half,”- Gobrecht said,
but she still ‘managed. to. get ther:
Shot';) Off."- B Y vz‘ . e . ey -_{

Merline hit 7 of 13 field-goal at-;
tempts, 6 of 9 on 3-pointers. ' ' * .. -
3" .. Four.other Huskies scored.in dou-
'"ble figures, led by sephomare forward .
;Erika Hardwick’s: 13 points. Deden,

]
¢

. Merlino and freshman reserve fqi-i}:arci

r

-Tara Davis added 12 apiece. Davis had
"1):rebounds while Deden added 10. |
’ Mclntire gave Washinglon a 10
point lead at halflime, 38-28. canning a
- 3-point field goal after taking the ball
; across midcourt with time running out.
7" It was the end of the half:~ but just
.the beginning of the end for UA: ¢ |
%+ : Mcintire scored her third consecu-
;+tive $-pointer with 13:05 to play.in the
;. gameé, then connected on 4 two-pointer
i.and twa riore threes. The junior guard:
¢ from Lake Oswego, Ore., was true on
i, Seven shots in -a-row, including six
{from 3-point range. © - L8 F L - 4 4
“Jocelyn did a pretly good job of
picking Arizona apart offensively in
the second hall,” Gobrecht said, “Tle
whole team got involved in the second
half. which was important because
Karen and Laurie were struggling.™
Deden hit just 4 of 14 shots while
Merlino was slightly better (6-13).
“They were just not having goed
senior nights,” Gobreeht: said. “It’s,
nice to have other people step forward,
and do what they need to do.” . -, |
"~ Timi Brown led Arizona, with 21
L;oivr\xts despite a brokea shooting hand.|
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The Bremerton Sun

Meclntire eyes—="
Point guard matchup critical St anfor(

By Terry Mosher
Y un staft

Jocelyn MclIntire had the best half
of her career last Saturday against
Iowa, tossing in 17 points to help
Washington hold off the frustrated
Hawkeyes.

Mclntire, 2 5-7 junior point guard,

Fivd "of offogt 193 -1
NCA{;W""@ENS

Thursday night
when the 24-4
Huskies clash
for the third
time this season
with 24-5 Stan-
ford, the Pac-10 B :
FINAL FOUR

champion, in an

NCAA West Re- T O G LEE N
glon first-round

game at Thomas and Mack Arena in
Las Vegas.

Georgia, 27-3 and third-ranked in
the country, meets Long Beach State,
247, in the second game.

Washington and Stanford tip off at
5:07. The game will be shown live on
Prime Sports Northwest (Channel 6,
TCI Cable).

“Ii's going to take everything that it
took the last pame against them or the
game that we played against Iowa to
win,” McIntire said just before board-
ing the bus Tuesday for the ride to
Sea-Tac aud the plane trip to Vegas.
“We’re going to have to come out and
play some good team defense, and at
the same time be able to execute qur
offense. L
B Stanford vs. Washington,
Thursday, 6 p.m.,, PSN/KOMO-
1000, 6 p.m. - -
B MHusky stats, r
on CA.
200

“We're going to have to play each
(ball) possession like it's. our last
possession, and we are going to have
to board well.” .

Washington and Stanford have split
two games this season.. The Cardinal
won at Hee Edmundson Pavilion, 75
71, snapping Washington’s 22-game
home-court win streak. The Hugkies
later beat Stanford 69-68 -at. Maples
Pavilion, snapping.the:Cardinal’s 42+
game home-court win streak -

gional pairings

~— i

The match-up is interesting enough
with both teams employing tough
man-to-man defense and both enjoy-
ing strength inside. But the key may
be out front where McIntire is paired

against Sonja Henning, a 5-8 senior .

All-Ameriean.

But MelIntire, a tireless performer
both in the classroom and on the
court, is not afraid to tread in
dangerous waters. She relishes 2
good fight

“She (Henning) is the top point
guard in the nation and she’s going to
be tough to play against, but there are
a lot of tough guards to play against
once you get into the regionals,”
Melntire said. __ ..

1 Melntire’s performance
i against Henning this year
has amounted to a collec-
tive 5-for-13 shooting from
the field, 2-for-3 from 3-
point range and 3-for-6 from
the line. She grabbed seven
rebounds and had 11 as-
sists.

Most telling, however, is
the 11 turnovers-she had in
the two games,

For the season, McIntire
is averaging 9.6 points and
has a team-high 142 assists,
She also has 57 steals, sec-
ond to Laurie Merlino’s 59.

“This is a real good
match-up,” Meclntire says.
“But we’re not going to get
into the hype of it being,
Washington versus Stan-
ford. We're looking at it as
the first game of regionals.”

Coach Chris Gobrecht,
who got In trouble with UW
administration a year ago
when she said she- hated
Stanford, also downplayed
tonight's battle.

“We're going to try to key

in that i's a first-round

region game and hot.Stan-
ford.and Washington,”. Gob-

recht said. “I-don't know if
we can pull that off, but

we’ll try.”

“There's a little too much
hype in this (the Stanford
rivalry),” Mclntire protest-
ed. “No matter who we play,
we have to play well.”

Which she did against
Iowa, knocking down three
three-pointers at crucial
times in the second half that
blunted a surge by the
Hawkeyes. It wasnt until
much later that MeIntire
realized that she had
equailed her career high of
22 points.

“I was actually focused in
on my defense,” Meclntire
explained. “Usually if my
defense goes well, every-
thing else seems to go weil.
And I was just fortunate to
be left open and I was able
to get my shot ofT.

“It’s going to be tougher to
do that against Stanford,
iust heecansa  avarvhade
knows how everybody else
plays, But hopefully they
will leave me open.”

Iowa coach C. Vivian
Stringer complained that
the '.of,;icia]s Saturday let
Washington be too physical
and that took her team out
of the game, especially in
the first half. Stringer is
anxious to see how Wagh-
ington will play if the game
ls_called more closely, as
might happen Thursday
night '

MelIntire doesn't think
that’s going to be a problem.

“We play an agpressive
man—lto-man .:Ieftanievs and
people see it as physical
but really it's not” she said."
“You can’t be physical be-
cause if you do, you foul
them. We laok to not have
contaet” .

Gobrecht backed up her
point guard. . -

“I think so--much of the
contact’that happens. with,
us defensively is often injt;-
ated by the offense tryingta.
et rid of"us?: ..
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MclIntire, Gobrecht

strive to keep their
bridge from burning

By Kenneth Richardson
P~ Reporner

~ Jocelyn MelIntire, the feisty University of Wash-
ington point guard who on Monday had her end-of-
the-season suspension upgraded to redshirt status
for next year, said she is leaving the ﬂoor open for
her return in the 1992-93 season.

And Husky women's basketball coach Chris
Gobrecht said, “We don’t want to burn any bridges
and put ourselves in a
position that would prohib- M Thiel: it's business
it that from happening.” . before pleasure at

But while Gobrecht and Uw. Page D3
MecIntire insisted on stick-
Ing to an agreement restricting their comments
regarding each other and the redshirt settlement,
the player’s father said a personality conflict was at
the root of their problems.

“Over the last three years there was definitely a
personality conflict between Jocelyn and Chns,”

NO.683 _ P.6

=5 -al
WVANAANANAANTT

Patrick McIntire said yesterday from his home, in

See McINTIRE, Page D3

Mcintire: Player made -
decision to redshlrt' in ’9};3

From Pag. e D1

Salem, Ore.

McIntire became a crowd fa-
vorite as 2 junior starting guard
last season because of her tough,
aggressive approach to the game,
But she discovered that approach
wasn’t always well received off
the court, especially by her ecoach.

After the season, Gobrecht
suspended Mclntire, but the se-
nior was given time to think about
it and then could appeal the
decision later.

That appeal was held Monday
in a meeting that involved Go-
brecht, McIntire, her mother Ja-
net and acting athletic director
Chuck Armstrong.

“The decision to redshirt was
Jocelyn’s decision,” Patrick McIn-
tire said.

“I think it was the best deci-
sion for everybody concerned,”
Jocelyn Melnfire said.

Gobrecht said she would not
be against her playmaker return-
ing after next season.

“Jocelyn had an extremely dif-

ficult responsibility that requires

a -great deal of her,” Gobrecht
sajd. “Our hope is that the..time
away will let her recharge for that
responsibility.” .

“The Meclntires said it - was

unportant that Jocelyn’s stntus be

changed from suspended. -—-

“Joeelyn is.a good student
with a 3.5 grade point average,”
Patrick Melntire said. “She’s al-
ways been outspoken, but not
disrespectful.”

The MclIntires and Gobrecht
would not discuss specifies that
led to the suspension and redshirt
status, but Jocelyn MclIntire
doesn’t think the year off wxll
alter her personality.

“T don’t see myself changing
who I am,” MelIntire said. “I think
who I am will get me to where 1
want to go.”

Gobrecht said she didn't want
to reflect negatively on Melntire.

‘“We are two elements trying-to
evolve into a relationship that ean
worlt,” Gobrecht said. “The deci-
sion nght now is that some time
off would be healthy.” -

The coach said the McIntire
situation has nothing to do with
the suspension of Laurie Merlino.

Merlino, the Huskies’ other
starting guard, and Karen Bryant
were suspended for being out
after curfew and drinking afler
the team's 7347 loss to Stanfoxd
in the NCAA West Regional in Es2
Vegas, Both players have complet—
ed their eligibility. - en

. . Gobrecht and Merlino yester

day declined to discuss spectrms
of the suspensmn_ ) Tlux
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HUSKY SPORTS NEWS

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

May 13, 1991
TO: Seattle Area Media

FR: Cindy Fester
Assistant Sports Information Director

RE: Women’s Basketball Announcement

SEATTLE, Wash. - University of Washington head women’s basketball coach Chris
Gobrecht and junior guard Jocelyn Mclntire today jointly announced that Mclntire will red-
shirt during the 1991-92 season.

This is a joint decision made by MclIntire and the coaching staff in the best interest of
all concerned. The reasons for the decision are personal.

"For anyone not close to this situation, it will be difficuit to understand why this
decision has been made,” Gobrecht said. " I truly hope that our fans can accept it as a jomt
decision that was made in the interest of the team, Jocelyn Mclntire and the coaching staff,
This was by no means an easy decision for anyone."

T want to be sure the fans know how much I've appreciated their support during my
career here,” Mclntire said. "Husky basketball fans provide us outstanding support. This has
been a difficult decision on my part because of the feelings I have for the team. I look
forward to getting my degree as a Husky."

MciIntire, who will be a senior next fall, retains her scholarship and will continue to
pursue her degree in psychology at the University of Washington. She has completed three
years of an available four years of collegiate athletic eligibility, earning a Washington varsity
letter each season. All student-athletes under the jurisdiction of the National Collegiate
Athletic Association are allowed five years to complete four years of eligibility.

McIntire earned a starting role at point guard for the first time during the recently
completed season. She was an honorable mention Pacific-10 Conference All-Academic team
selection at the conclusion of the season. At the conclusion of her junior season, she is
ranked second in career 3-point field goal shooting percentage (.394), fourth in Husky career
free throw shooting percentage (.761), and ninth in career assists (270). Mclntire ranks
second on the Husky single-season assist list (151 in the 1991 season), fourth (402, 1991) and
sixth (.353, 1989) on the season 3-point field goal percentage list and eighth on the single-
season free throw percentage list (779 in 1991).

The Huskies return seven letterwinners for the 1992 season, and Gobrecht signed five
high school seniors to letters of intent.

Sports Information
PACIFIC 202 Graves, GC-20
"' Searde, WA 98195

(208) 5432230
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Ezstern Oregon State College - La Gramde, Oregon

Apﬂl 18, 1997 — For Immediste Releass
Contact: Dave Glrirsrd, Sports Info (541-862-3732)

EASTERN OREGON NAMES NEW WOMEN'S BASKETBALL COACH

Margaret “Peg" Haviovick, former women's hea hasketball coach at Montana Tech, has been ramed
the new women's head baskethall coach at Eastern Oragon University.

Hiavlovickvasﬂreheadcoachmhb@aTMmNAtADMsion1 ingtitgtion, for 11 years (1985-
1996). She was the Frontier Conference Coach of the Ysar in $991-92. Haviovick did not coach last
Season, instead deveting her lime to the starting of a small outdoor recreation business in Buts, Mort.

“I'm neal excited and | think it'Tl be a great opportunity to get back into coaching,” Haviovick said. “The
things | missed are here — great people, a good academic ingtitution and a nuclews of players who are
eager 1o do everything they can to be part of a quality program.

*I'm looking forward 1o what Eastem Oregon has to offer and | think il be fun,” said Haviovick.

Havigvick received her bachsior's and master's degrees from Eastern Montana College (now Mortana
State bniversiw-sﬂlms).

-shomaquawpmﬁmmmewgy. intagrity and experience that is vary capable of taking our
program 1o the next MWEMMMMMn “Mer players at Tech were
guod students, good citizens and they graduated. She will be a great addition to cur physical
educafion/health and athletic programs. Her background in aquatcs, oudoor education and first aidicpr
wilt I:ngood strengthg for our depariment.”

H?ﬂoﬁdrepim&llsamasmmn'sbm:wmamn. Bauer, who coached the Lady
Mourtaineers for two seasons, will be retiting from the La Grande School District in June and moving from
™e area. He is a counselor at La Grande High Schoo,

— 30 —--

1410 "L" Avenue, La Grande, OR 97850-2859
{541) 9623672 (EOSC)
A Member of the Oregon State System of Higher Education

TOTAL P.&1




























































































































































































































































George Fox University
1998-99 Women’s Basketball Outlook

How good was the recruiting year for George Fox women’s basketball coach Scott Rueck?

Consider this. After losing three starters - including Northwest Conference Player of the Year Nancy
Rissmiller - he’s using words like "deeper” and "more talented” to describe his 1998-99 team.

Will this group be better than last year’s 16-9 squad that ranked in the NAIA Div. II national top 25?

"I feel we can be at least as competitive as last year," says Rueck. "Overall, we have better skill
throughout our team. From one through 14, this is the most offensive talent we've had since I've been
here. But, there’s a lot more youth this year, so there still are questions to be answered"

Last year’s squad ranked third in the conference in scoring at 66.7 points per game, but Rueck thinks
that number could climb higher.

"I know we can score. We've got several players who can shoot it. We have the potential to have
four 3-point shooters on the court at a time. In one year, we went from being a team that struggled to
score to having scoring be our strength.”

Although the Lady Bruins have added outside shooting, the offense starts inside where George Fox
returns three post players. When the ball goes to 6-foot Katie Greller (So., MOC/Floyd Valley HS,
Orange City, Iowa), there’s a good chance it will find its way into the hoop. Last year - in her first
season in a George Fox uniform - she broke the school field-goal percentage record by shooting 58.2
percent. She was the second-leading scorer on the team at 13.0 points a game and pulled down 7.2
rebounds. Northwest Conference coaches awarded her second-team all-conference honors - making her
the highest honored freshman in the conference.

Defense is the forte of 6-foot post Rachel Powell (Sr., Cascade HS, Turner, Ore.), who was one of
the conference leaders in blocks (0.9 a game). She also pulled down 6.2 rebounds a contest.

Trish Rathka (So., Banks HS, Ore.) was limited to five games last year by a stress fracture, but she
may earn more playing time this year thanks to her solid shooting touch inside 15 feet.

Five-foot-11 junior college transfer Wendy Clark (Jr., Bainbridge HS, Bainbridge Island, Wash.)
played on the Skagit Valley College (Wash.) team that went 32-0 last season. She was named Skagit’s
Female Athlete of the Year, but won’t join the basketball team until her duties with the George Fox
volleyball team end.

"Our post position has gotten better," says Rueck. "Our emphasis is inside. Everything revolves
around the post and this year it will be tough for other teams to double-down on our posts."”

That’s because of the shooting threat of his perimeter players.

After losing his two starting guards, Rueck restocked his backcourt.






NAITA Div. I transfer Christy Brock (Sr., North Eugene HS, Ore.) is a proven scorer. A 5-9 guard,
Brock scored more than 1,400 points in three years at Azusa Pacific University, leaving as their No. 3
career scorer. A three-time all-conference first-team selection, she holds APU records for 3-pointers in a
career (153) and game (7).

Rueck has high hopes for 5-10 wing Nicole Prazeau (Fr., Central Catholic HS, Portland, Ore.), 2
first-team all-Mt. Hood League pick who broke the career-scoring record at Central Catholic with 667
points. He predicts her offensive skills and athletic ability could make her one of the most talented
players ever to play at George Fox.

Returners at the wing position are Melissa Heuberger (Jr., Yamhill-Carlton HS, Yambhill, Ore.)
and hot-shooting Tabitha Dawson (So., Eagle HS, Idaho). Dawson came off the bench to hit 46 of 130
3-pointers (35.4) last year, averaging 8.6 points a game. She led the Northwest Conference with a 88.6
free-throw percentage.

Perhaps the biggest question mark for the team is at the point, where Rueck must find a replacement
for graduate Cherish Carroll.

"Cherish's shoes will be tough to fill at the beginning of year, but I'm confident our point guards can
meet challenge,” says Rueck. "I think we can be better defensively at the point. We may not be as good
at creating, but we’ll be better in perimeter scoring.”

Four players will battle for playing time. Last year’s back-up was Michelle Fresvik (So., David
Douglas HS, Portland, Ore.). In limited action, she showed a solid shooting touch.

Oregon Class 2A Player of the Year Becky Thompson (Fr., Colton HS, Ore.) has the top
credentials of the three freshmen at the position. Thompson averaged 15.1 points, 6.6 assists, 6.4 steals
while leading Colton High to a 28-1 season and the state title.

The two others were both all-league selections in high school. Jill Barram (Fr., Salem Academy,
Ore.) is the quickest player on the team, while Rueck gives high marks to all-league Karen Glover (Fr.,
Shoreline Christian HS, Snohomish, Wash.) as a fierce competitor.

Rueck says George Fox has more than just talent.

"We’ve got great chemistry on this team," he says. "The chemistry hasn't been this good since the
first year I was here. That’s absolutely huge."

Although the Lady Bruins should be tough to stop, defense, not offense, may determine the season’s
outcome. George Fox gave up 61.2 points a game last year - second stingiest in the Northwest
Conference.

"This year we have more polished offensive talent, but it is yet to be seen whether this year's team

can rise to the defensive level of last year's team. Our goal is to always hold our opponents under 60






points a game. If we get to a level where we defend as well as last year, we should have a successful

season.”
This is the last shot George Fox will have for making the NAIA Div. II national tournament since the

school is joining NCAA Div. Il next season. Achieving that goal will require finishing ahead of the two
other NAIA teams in the Northwest Conference - Seattle University and University of Puget Sound - and

winning a playoff game against either Western Oregon University, The Evergreen State College (Wash.)

or Hope International College (Calif.).
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