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QUAKER COLLECTION

pPREFACE, G 76

Tue following letters, having been by permis-
sion contributed to a religious periodical, have
caused such interest as to warrant an edition in
the preseut form. It would be difficult to find in
the range of Christian literature & more simple,
lucid and convincing presentation of the glorious
theme, “which,” says Peter, “even the angels
desire to look into.”

In making public the original letters, it is not
designed to supersede the popular tract on Re-
demption, which, having been prepared from
them with some addition and considerable
abridgment, has a wide and continuous circu-
lation, both in Great Britain and in this country.

The writer is well known, not merely as an
eminent and exemplary member of the religious
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iv. PREFACE.

Society of Friends, but as onc of the most promi-
nent Christian ministers, writers and philanthro-
Pists of the present century. Ile was a “ man
greatly beloved,” though not exempt from the
lot predicted by Paul for « all that will live codly
in Christ Jesus,” In him were beautifully illus-
trated the words of John : ““ ITe that doeth truth
cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made
manifest, that they were wrought in God.” Xe
was pre-eminently a man ¢ full of faith and of
good works.” His memory is fragrant and
blessed; and will be increasingly so, as, year
after year, fresh evidences are brought into no-

tice of the efficiency and fidelity with which he
served the Lord Christ,
W.J. AL



LETTERS
ON

REDEMPTION,

A little book entitled, “ A letter to a friend
on the authority, purpose and eftects of Chris-
tianity, and especially, on the doctrine of Ri-
DEMPTION,” having been published in various
forms, both in England and America, and
hundreds of thousands of copies circulated, may
fairly be considered as holding an established
place in Christian literature. It is not gen-
erally known, however, that the tract is only
a condensation from a serics of letters written
by our beloved friend, the late Joseph John
Gurney, which have never appeared in print, or
been put in circulation. The original auto-
graph letters now lic before us, and as all the
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individuals referred to therein have passed out
of time, all reasons for privacy scem to be re-
moved ; and we propose to place them before
our readers. The condensed tract has been
blessed, it is belicved, to the winning of souls
to Christ, and we believe that the whole of
the originals may be circulated with benefit.

It is proper to introduze the documents by
the following extract from the MS. autobio-
graphy of J. J. G.:

It was about this period [18217 that T he-
came greatly interested in the case of Dr.
Alderson, an ewinent physician at Norwich,
then an cld man of 77 or 73, but still in much
vigor as to his intellectual faculties. Ile was
one of thoge in whom the evil heart of unbelief
had long been predowinant, and whom T had
sometimes seen occupying ‘the scat of the
scorner.” I believed it would be right for me to
go and pay him a religidus visit, iu the charac-
ter of a gospel minister, but so weak was my
faith that it scemed impossible, and [ actually
did not yicld to the impression for 2 full month.
Finding no peace, however, on any o'ber
terms, I at length called upou bim, and, with
his danghter’s™ help, induced him to allow me

“ Awelin Opie.



REDEMPTION, {

to sit down with him in silence. It was an
awkward occasion.  Ie was very restless, and
my ministration ag weak as possible. However,
in broken terms, T expressed my sense of the
unutterable importance of simple faith in
Christ.  Some considerable tinie afterwards, he
was exposed to great personal danger, on his
way home from London, in consequence of the
horses in the coach running away. He was
alarmed.  The Lord applied that alarm to the
highest prrposes, and he suddenly awoke to a
painful solicitude respecting the state of his
immortal soul.

“In this condition he desired his daughter to
apply to me for a selection of passages from
Scripture on the subject of the atonemecut.
(O the importance of that ouly refuge for the
awakened sinver!) Most willing was she to
cwbrace the oceasion ; and I to avail myself of
it; aud without delay 1T sat down and wrote
the original of wmy ¢ Letter to a friend on the
euthority, importance and effect of Christian-
ity.” It contained a brief summary of the evi-,
dences and doctrines of our holy religion, and
especially of the doctrine of Redemption by
Christ; and pressed the subject home practi-
cally. T anxiously awaited the resalt, and soon
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found, to my great joy, that it was well re-
ceived. The Doctor placed the letter under the
cushion of his arm-chair, and for several weeks
read it daily. His ever-watchful daughter was
always at Land to second every good impression.
The Bible was read to him from time to time.
and, in the course of a few weeks. his wind
was changed. His opinions, his temper, his
heart, had all undergone a revolution. The
lion was become the lamb. It was the Lord's
doings, and murvellous in our eyes. On calling
upon him one day, when about to leave Nor-
wich, I expressed a desire for his prescrvation
in the Truth. I do assure you,” he replied,
‘I have not one sceptical fecling left.” He was
much afflicted with a painful discase which he
bore with patience, and allowed we to take away
the following prayer, which he bLad just been
writing and which I found lying on his table.
“¢ Almighty God and most merciful Father !
I humbly besecch thee to ease my pain,
increase my patience, and lay upon me no more
than I awm able to bear, although I have de-
served it all : and grant that when my soul is re-
leased from this prison of my body, it may be
admitted into that rest which is appointed for
all such as repent, amend, and believe; as [
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trust does thy unworthy servant, who now lics
prostrate before thee, in humble reliance on the
atoning merits of thy beloved Son, who suffered
death that we might enjoy life eternal, and to
whom be all honor, dominion and power forever
and ever, Amen !

“He continued steadfast in the Christian
faith, until his death, which took place about
two years afterwards. Though unhesitating in
his belief, he was often in conflict respecting
Limself, but evidently kept his hold of Jesus,
Standing by his bedside two or three days
before his end, I said: ¢ Ah, Doctor, what a
comfort it is that the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth from all sin.”  ¢Oh yes,” he replied,
with intense fecling, ¢if it was not for that, I
know not what would become of me!”  After
his death, his countenance wore the calm, dig-
nified expression, not of an unbelieving philoso-
pher, but of some veteran apostle.”

Before introducing the letters which were
thus blessed to the soul of this aged person, we
will give an extract from a letter from Robert
Hankinson, (a clergyman of the Church of
Tngland,) addressed to J. J. Gurney.

Hasesrean, April 4th, 1839,
« - . Some months ago, I called upon a lady
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with whom I had a slight acquaintance, and
whose inquiring state of mind had previously
interested me. I found her very anxious about
her father, who was in a declining state of
health,  His religious views were very unsatis-
factory, and it was evident from her account
that he had drank deeply of the poison of' So-
cinianism.  When I went home, 1 put a copy
of your “ Letter to a friend on the authority,
purpose and effrets of Christianity,”” as pub-
lished by the Religious Tract Society, within a
copy of your ¢ Iissays,” and sent them to her.
About a fortnight ago they were returned with
a short note, and 1 have since called on her.
Striking indeed was her report.  After carnest
prayer she went with the bhooks to Ler father's
bedroom. Not knowing in what way to intro-
duce them, nor how far they were suited to tho
turn of his mind, she determined therefore, if pos-
sible, to induce him to disclose to her his religi-
ous sentiments; and after much carnest pressing
he told her that many years ago ke had been in
the habit of ass iciating with the friend to whom
your letter was addressed, and sowe others in
Norwich, and that from these he had taken his
religious opinions. Ile had not wished that
they should bias his family, and thercfore had
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refrained from communicating with them on
the subject; but he was one who did not
believe in the divinity of Christ.  The oppor-
tunity had come. Ilis daughter told him that
she had in the room with her a letter which
had been addressed to his friend, and had
been the means of inducing him to change
his opinion. e was fucredulous about it, but
said he should like to hearit. She began to
read, and with growing interest he listened,
The letter was read again and again, and from
it they weut to the Kssays, reading those por-
tions that particularly interested him, and so
was it all over-ruled and blessed, that it end-
cd in his complete acknowledgment of the
Saviour. The day before his.douth, when his
family were around him, he said, spontaneously,
¢ I wish to make this acknowledgment to you:

feel myself to be a miserable sinner, but my
entire trust is in Christ my Saviour.”  DMay we
not, my dear friend, be thankful for such a
testimony, and may we not humbly believe that,
in his 85th year, he was turned from his error,
and is @ monument of the all-saving power of
Christ. (Tt will not be less interesting to you
to know that this individual was the late Sir
William —.)




12 LETTERS ON

Joseph John Gurney to Amelia Gple.
Earpuad, 4th month 15th, 1822,

My Dear Friend,—The subject of the great
atonement made by the Son of God for the
sins of mankind, is one in which we have both
long felt the deepest iuterest. Couscious of
our own sinfulness in the sight of an infinitely
pure and Omnipresent Deity, we cannot but re-
joice in the assurance that he has provided a
means by which the deep stains of sin may be
washed out, and we accepted with favor by the
author of all true happincss. Nor is it won-
derful that we should feel for 2ll whom we love,
an earnest and even a painful solicitude, that
they also may be brought to a full discovery of
this wuy of escape, and come to acknowledge
Christ Jesus the Lord of life and glory to be
the  propitiation for their sins.”

Kunowing thy anxiety with refercnce to this
subject respecting one dear to many, and dear
above all other mortals to thyself, [ am inclined
to suggest a few considerations, and to advert
to certain passages of the sacred volume, which
may perhaps assist his reflections on this fun-
damental doctrine of the Christian faith. Thou
and the doctor will forgive me if I prove tedi-
ous; butas I well know how useless it is to
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attempt a superstructure without laying a foun-
dation, T shall take the liberty of commencing
ab ovo: and I must in the first place state two
or three propositions which are indispensably
necessary to the validity of my future observa-
tions, but from which it is far from my design
to enter into any detailed argument.

I. Let we state in the first place that Chres-
tianity is to be recelved, not as a moral science
of human invention, but as a religion revealed
to mankind by the Creator himself, and promul-
gated wupon his authordy. On this primary
point there are three particulars to which T am
inclined shortly to advert. 1. God created all
things, and has himsclf ordained the order of
nature.  Miracles are supernatural changes in
that order of things which God ordained ; and
as the original order is to be traced to God,
s0, also, the Znterruptions of that order and the
changes, which have on peculiar occasions been
permitted to take place in it, can justly be at-
tributed to Zim only. Sinee then all true wira-
cles must be the work of (tod himself, that reve-
lation which is «attested by true miracles, must
be a revelation of an authority really divine.
That the Christian miracles were ¢rue miracles,
is proved by the clear and unsophisticated testi-
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mony of several eye witnessess; the truth of
whose story is confirmed by all the internal evi-
dences of simplicity, honesty and goodness;
by the sufferings unto death which they under-
went for the sake of the truths they declared ;
by the cotemporary declarations of heathen
writers ; and by the prodigious effects which the
introduction of Christianity produced in the
world. 2. We may, secondly, presume that fore-
kuowledge is an attribute peculicr to the
Supreme Being.  Hence it follows that all true
prophecies, (I mean prophecies that have been,
by the course of events, proved to have pro- ‘
ceeded, not from human guessing or intellect-
ual sagacity, but from a real foreknowledge of
future events,) must have been dictated by
God himself. Now, any one who compares the
prophecies of the Old Testament respecting
Jesus Christ, with the exact and orderly fulfil-
ment of them in his birth, life, ministry, death
and resurrection, ust allow that these are (rue
prophecies ; that they could have arisen only
from the actual Sorelnowledye of evenls ; that
therefore they came from God, and that the
religion to which they bear testimony, must
be—not the religion of human invention,
but the rcligion of God himself. 3. All
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who are not atheists will allow that God
is not only all powerful and omniscient, but
infinitely just, holy, pure and merciful. Now,
as the face of a man is reflected in the water,
so the character of God is reflected in the con-
duct and deportment of every rea/ Christian.
DPretenders to Christianity have nothing to do
with my arguwment, but re«/ Christians are, ac-
cording to their measure, like God. In the in-
tegrity of their words and actions, in the justice
of their dealings, in the purity of their hearts,
in the conspicuous holiness of their lives, and in
their kinduess, love and merey to all around them,
they represent God.  Now they do not derive
this character from themscloes.  They derive it
Jrom (fod, as every one of thewm will freely ac-
konowledge, and  Christianity is the means by
which they obtain it. Christianity is the Zn-
strument employed by God for this purpose.
Christicnity Is therefore the veliyion of God,
(for no other religion has ever produced these
effects)

bringing the children of men into his own char-

; and as it 1s inconceivable that in

acter, God should make use of a lic, we must
confess that Christiauity is true.

IT. Well, then, Christianity being the religion
of God, and the only true religion, how and
when is it revealed ?
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It was revealed by a series of Prophets,
from Abraham downwards, who were inspired
by the Almighty to declare his truth; and
who, by the miracles which (fod was pleased to
work by their instrumentality, demonstrated
the reality of their divine mission. The ful-
ness of the revelation was, however, reserved for
that period when the Son of God himself came
into the world, and fulfilled those things of which
the Prophets had spoken. By Liim the apostles
were commissioned to promulgate the religion
which he introduced,—or, rather, which he
came to confirm. Now, these inspired prophets
and apostles not only preached the truth, but
wrote it.  Their writings, like their preaching,
were given by inspiration of God. The au-
thenticity of these writings is proved by the
most ample and satisfactory evidence ; and they
are contained in the Binre. If, then, I am
asked where we are to find a full and sufficient
record of that Christianity of which we have
already noticed the divine authority, T answer,
not in the schools of polemical divines,—not in
the treatises of modern and uninspired theolo-
gians,—not in the dicta of any established
hierarchy,—but in the well-authenticated com-
vositions of men proved to have been inspired :
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—in the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New
Testament,

If T am told that there is much in the Bible
which the learned are unable to comprehend,—
much in it which the wicked have perverted to
evil purposes,—I would observe, in reply, that
there is much also in the science of nature itself
which the wise have not comprehended, and
the vicious have misapplicd to evil; and I-
would further remark that the Bible is not jo-
tended to gratify the curiosity, or to illuminate
the speculations of wordly wisdom, but to in-
struct the humble and devotional reader ; and to
such as ¢these, the Bible, as to every main doc-
trine of religion and on every practical subject,
is clear and intelligible. The law of God is so
plain that the wayfuring man, though a fool,
cannot mistake it. '

IIL.  Christianity, then, being true,—the
Bible being the gehuine and authorized record
of all its truths,—what does that sacred vol-
ume declare respecting God, ourselves, and Jesus
Christ 2

Respecting God, it, in the first place, con-
firms those truths which we derive from natural
religion ; that he is a Being of infinite power,
knowledge and wisdom, the first great cause of

2
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all things; the Maker, Ruler and Protector of
the uuiverse—oNE (Gop. And, in the second
place, it fully reveals those his attributes of
Jjustice on the one hand and mercy on the other,
which are of the highest importance as affect-
ing our own relations with Iiim, and which
form the principal features in the system of
Christianity. It iz more particularly to our
present purpose to observe, that the Bible re-
veals God as a Being of absolute purity, in
whose sight every species of iniquity, whether
in thought or deed, is «abominable ; so that he
will by no means acquit the guilty (unless re-
deemed from their sins)—and so that “without
holiness none can sce God.’ .

Of oursclves, the Bible says many things of
awful consequence:—that we are endued, not
only with a frail body, but with immortal souls;
that when the body perishies, the soul must con-
tinue to live ; that tAds is a life of probation ; that
in a future life we are to be rewarded with un-
speakable happiness, or punished with un-
speakable misery, according to owr works. The
Bible declares, woreover, that which all expers-
ence confirms, that wman is a fallen creature;
that he is naturally prone to evil; that his in-
iquities are more than the hairs of his head
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that all have sinned ; that there is net one ab-
solutely righteous: ““no, not one!”  Such are
the declavations of the Bible respecting our-
selves.  Where, then, is there any hope for us
who are, in the first place, naturally prone to
sin, and in so many particulars sinners, and who
are, therefore, tn the second place, liable to the
wrath of (tod,—his just wrath in the eternal
world to come? Truly our hope is in a Saviour
and in IHim alone. .

What, then, lastly, does the Bible teach us
respecting Jesus Christ?

It declares that, before his appearance in the
earth,—in the beginning—when the world was
created, and from cverlusting (Johu i. 1, Mark
v. 2) he was “with God;” that he was in
s>me manner, which we cannot comprehend, the
SoN of the Father Almighty, (John i. 14,
Prov. xxx. 4., &ec. ;) that e and His Father
are one, (John x. 30 ;) that he is therefore with
the Father one God, (John i. 1, Isa. iz. 6,
Rom. ix. 53) that “by him all things were
made’'—that ¢ without him was not any thing
made that was made.” (John i. 3, Col. i. 16,
Heb. i. 2.) Thus in his pre-existent character
he was the source of eternal life to all true be-
lievers, (John i. 1, 2,) the spiritual governor
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and illuminator of the children of men, (John
i. 4, 5;) and that all these divine attributes-are
perpetual. They cease not. He is declared to
be “the same yesterday and to-day and for-
ever.” (Heb. xiii. 8.)

[Note.—In the dtalicising in this and the
subsequent letters, we follow the original.]

The Bible further declares that, when the
fulness of time was come, the Word (that is,
the Son of God pre-existent) became man ; that
he was born a child into the world, and really
took cur frail nature upon him; being made in
all points like unto his brethren, sin excepted ;
for “in him was no &in.” (See Johni. 14;
Gal. iv. 4; 1 Tim. iii. 16 ; Heb. ii. 14—18,
x. 5—10+) that he dwelt, during the period of
a short life, (about 32 years,) amongst men :
that by his own power he wrought many mir-
acles—healing the sick, restoring the lame,
opening the eyes of the blind, raising the dead
to life: that he preached a system of perfect
righteousness : exemplified that system in his
own life: and, at length, resigned himself,
without a murmur, to the ignominious and
painful death of the cross: that he rose again
from the dead amongst many witnesses: that
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he ascended into heaven and sat down on the
right hand of the majesty on high, being re-
stored to that state of infinite and unscarchable
glory, which he possessed in the Father's pres-
ence before the world was. (John xvii. 5.)

Now, what could be the mighty and equiva-
lent purpose for which this glorious and Divine
Person—the Tternal Son of God—condescend-
ed so to humble himself as to take our nature
upon him, to become a man, and a man of low
condition, to undergo every species of con-
tumely and persccution, and at last to die a
cruel and shameful death ?

It is not surely to be supposed that such an
one should come into the world for the mere
purpose of revealing the truth. Any inspired
prophet, whose divine mission was attested by
miracles, was suflicient to reveal the truth ; and
it is well known that Jesus left to his apostles,
after his death, the officc of developing to man-
kind the doctrines of Christianity. That it
was one of the offices of the Liord Jesus to re-
veal the truth to mankind, cannot be denied;
nor are we to forget that it was another of his
offices, by his holy and merciful life and con-
versation on earth, to set that pattern, after
which the conduct of his disciples in all futare
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ages was to be formed and regulated. But,
important as these offices were, the whole cir-
cumstances of the case plainly lead us to be-
lieve that, in humbling himself from the height
of his divine glory, and in assuming our frail
and suffering nature, he had yet higher, nobler
and more comprehensive purposes in his view.
Now, on this subject, as on every other con-
nected with religion, we are not left to depend
upon our own fallible conclusions. This is a
point on which the testimony of Seripture is, in
the greatest degree, decisive and explicit.

“God so loved the world,” says John,  that
he sent his only begotten Son into the world,
that whosoever believeth in him might have
everlasting life.”” (John iii.)

¢ Herein is Love,” says the same Apostle,
“not that we loved him, but that he loved us,
and sent his Son to be the propitiation (or sac-
rifice) for our sins.” (1 John iv. 10.) «If any
man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ, the rightcous. And fe
1s the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours
only, but for those of the wholeworld.” (1 John
ii. 1,2.) ¢ He that committeth sin is of the
devil ; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.
For this purpose was the Son of God manifest-
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ed, that he might destroy the works of the
devil.” (1 John iii. 8.)

“ He took part of flesh and blood,” says the
inspired author of the Bpistle to the Hebrews,
“ that through death he might destroy him that
hath the power of death, even the devil ; and
deliver them, who, through fear of death, were
all their lifetime sulject to bondage.” (Heb. ii.
15.)

When the angel announced to the Virgin
Mary the approaching birth of her son, he said,
“Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall
save his people from their sins”’ (Matt. 1. 21.)
This declaration is perfectly consistent with the
words of John the Buptist, who, when he saw
Jesus coming to him to be baptized, cried out,
saying, « Behold the Luwmb of God which talketh
away the sin of the world.”” (John i. 29.)

The Apostles Peter and Paul have repeatedly
declared the same doetrine.  Peter says, « Yo
were not redeemed with corruptible things, ag
silver and eold, from your vain conversation,
received by tradition from your fathers, but by
the precious blood of Christ, as of @ Lol
without blemish awd without spoty who, verily,
was fore ordained before the foundation of the
world, hut was meanitest i these lust times fo,
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you” (1 Pet.i. 18—20.) Again, speaking
of Jesus, he says: ¢ Who, when he was reviled,
reviled not again ; when he suffered he threat-
ened not ; but comwitted himself to hiw that
judgeth righteously, who Zis own self bare our
sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being
dead to sin, might live unto righteousness ; by
whose stripes ye are healed ; for ye were as
sheep going astray, but are now returned unto
the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.” (1
Pet. ii. 23, 25.) The Apostle Pay] says:
“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of a]] ac-
ceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the
to save sinners.” (1 Tim. i. 15.)

“ But when the fulness of time wag come,
God sent forth hisson, made of a woman, made
under the law, to redeem them that weye under
the law, that we might receive the adoption of
sons.” (Gal. iv. 4, 5.)

For all have sinned and come short of the
glory of God; being justified (or pardoned)
Jreely by his grace through the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus, whom 7, hath sct

world

Jorth to be a propitiation throuyl, Juith i his
blood ; to declare his righteonsness fop the re-
mission of sins that are past, through the for-
bearance of God ; to declare, Isay, at his time,



REDEMPTION. 25

his righteousness, that he might be just and the
Justifier of him that belicveth in Jesus.” (Rom.
iii. 23—26.)

“Tor he hath made h¢m to be sin (that is, a
sin-offering) for us, who Znew no sin, that we
might become the righteousuess of God in
Him.” (2 Cor. v. 21.)

“ (tod hath delivered us from the power of
durkness, and hath tthnslated us into the king-
dom of his dear Son, in whom we have re-
demption through his blood, even the forgiveness
of sins.” (Col. i. 12—14.)

¢« As it is appointed unto all men once to die, '
and after that the judgment, so Christ was
once offered to bear the sins of many, and unto
them that look for him shall he appear a second
time without sin unto salvation.” (Heb. ix.
27, 28.)

To the inquiry, for what mighty and equiva-
lent purpose did the Sop of God hiwself come
into the world and die on the cross? these
passages of Secripture give a clear answer,
Our Lord, himself, has, moreover, answered
that inquiry in the following short but explici
declarations : ¢ The Son of man is come ‘(o seel
and to save that which was lost.”  (Luke xix,
10.) ¢ 'The Son of man came wot to be minig-
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tered uuto, but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many.” (Matt. xx. 28.)

There is one more passage of the sacred
volume, which, amongst a multitude of others
not here noticed, must be adduced with refer-
ence to this subject. Itis a passage so clear,
so strong, so fraught with consolation to the
poor, heavy-laden sinner, whatever and who-
ever he may be, that I Gannot withhold it. I
mean the prophecy of Isaiah respecting the
humble character, vicarious sufferings, and
atoning death of Jesus Christ—a prophecy ap-

" plicable to noue but Jesus, and repeatedly ap-
plied o Zim by the inspired authors of the New
Testament. (See Acts viii. 32—35; 1 Pet. ii.
24.)  “Who hath believed our report 7 and to
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ? Ior
he shall grow up as a root out of a dry ground ;
be hath no form nor cowmeliness; and when we
sce him there is no beauty in him that we
should desire him. e is despised and re-
jected of mea—a man of sorrows and acquaint-
ed with gricf; and we hid, as it were, our
faces from him; we despised and esteemed him
not.  Surely ke hath borue our griefs and car-
ried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God and afilicted. But he
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was wounded for our transgressioms; he was
bruised for our iniquitics; the chastisement of
our peace (or the chastisement whereby we ob-
tain peace) was wpon Ilim; and with kis stripes
we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone
astray, and the Lord hath laid wpon Him the
iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and he
was afllicted ”—these last words ought rather
to be rendered, ¢ It was exacled, and he was
made answerable—yet heopened not his mouth ;
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as
@ sheep before his shearers is dumb, so opencth
he not his mouth.” (Isaiah liii. Compare‘Matt.
xxvi. 03, &e.)

Here we have a plain account of the humility
of our Saviour’s lifz on earth, of the obscurity
and poverty of his outward condition, of his
many sorrows and humiliations, and of his
cruel death ; also, of the purpose for which he
suffered—that he might bear owi iniquities, and
be made answerable for owr sins. Such was
the means which an all-wise God appointed,
whereby he might display at once his abhor-
rence of sin, and his mercy to the sivner. Tt
was not in the wrath, but the love of God, that
this mighty scheme of salvation originated.
“God s0 loved the world that he sent his Son,”
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&e. “ Herein was Love, that God sent his son,”
&e.  Christ “ loved the Church and gave him-
self for it.” (Iiph. v. 25.)

1t appears, then, with the utmost plainness,
that God hath provided for poor fallen sinful
wan—man, who, for his many transgressions, is
so plainly liable to his wrath and to the awful
punishments of the world to come—a way of |
escape ; and Christ is that way. * God hath
not appointed us unto wrath, but to obtain sal-
vation by our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thess.v.9.)

In order to avail oursclves of the means
which God, in his unscarchable wisdom, hath
thus ordained for our salvation, we must belicve
(not merely with the understanding, but with
the Zeart) in his Son Jesus Christ. ¢ Ie that
belicveth on the Son hath everlasting life ; and
he that believeth not the Son shall not sce life;
but the wrath of God abideth (or coutinueth)
on him.” (John iii. 36.)

We are mortally discased—the fatal malady
of sin rankles in our veins. Ilow are we to
experience the cure if we refuse to accept the
appointed-remedy ? ¢ Ie that hath the son
hath life ; and he that hath not the Son of God
hath not life.” (1 John v.12.) ¢TI am the
Resurrection and the Life,” said our Saviour ;
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“ Te that believeth on me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth
and believeth on me shall never die.” (John
xi. 25—27.) Are we not aware of our own
many iniquities? Doth not the burthen of
sin oppress us? Arc we not weary of that
burthen ? Then let us open the ear of the
soul to the blessed invitation of Jesus Christ,
“Come unto me all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and / will give you rest.”  (Matt.
xi. 28.) Let us not only assent to the histori-
cal truth of the gospel, but let us freely, earn-
estly and aflectionately accept Jesus Christ as
our only Saviour. Tet him enter into our
hearts and sufe there! This is true, saving
faith. Thisis the faith which bears the precious
fruits of holiness, righteousness and peace.
One observation only remains,—and my
long, very long letter will be concluded. Christ
is our RRedeemer, not only because he died to
reconcile us to the Father, and to procure for
us, by his own blood-shedding, the forgiveness
of our sins, but also because he prepares us
for heaven by his Spirit. e redeems. us
Jrom our sins. It remains to be cternally true,
that without holiness none shall see God or en-
ter into his kingdom: but Christ is an all-suf-
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ficient Saviour for us. He procures us the free
pardon cf all our past transgressions, and by
his sanctifying power, light and life within us,
he purifies and changes our vile sinful hearts,
imparts to us his own holy nature, enables us
to walk before Him in righteousness, love, pu-
rity and peace: and thus prepares us for the
enjoyment of that heavenly inheritance which
he has, by his own meritorious sufferings and
death, purchased for us.

How infinitely desirable, my dear friend,
does it appear, for ourselves and for all whom
we love, that we should not, through the evil
heart of unbelicf, miss that glory and happiness
which is prepared for us; that we should no
longer amuse and deceive ourselves with scep-
tical speculations on the theory of religion ; bub
rather that we should, with all diligence, lay
hold of its substance, and FLEE FROM THE
WRATI TO COME :—that with reverecnce, hu-
mility, gratitude and joyfulness, we should
accept ¢ the unspeakable gift of God’—even
His Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ!

It is the prayer of my heart that it may be
80 with us all.

Tarewell. T am thy affectionate friend,

' J. J. Gur~EY.

®
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Of the convicting impression produced by
the above letter we are already apprized. Placed
by Dr. Alderson under the cushion of his casy
chair, it was daily perused for several weeksy
with careful references to the sacred text as
guoted ; his daughter, Amelia Opie, often read-
ing the Bible to him, and gladly aiding him, as,
like the noble Bercans, he scarched the Serip-
tures daily, whether these things are so. About
five months subsequent to the date of this in-
valuable Christian manual, Joseph Jobn Gurney
received, at the close of a religious meeting at
Norwich, a note from Dr. A., which, as will be
seen by the following response written on the
same day, cvinced a deep solicitude to prove
himself, whether he was truly *in the faith,”
and whether his feet were turned into the way
of salvation.

Those who have been privileged to know this
great and good man will readily appreciate the
benignant glow—the deep thankfulness to God
who giveth the increase—with which lie re-
garded this evidence that the seed of the King-
dom, sown in trembling faith, was beginning to
yield fruit to the glory of the good Husband-
man. It is, perhaps, in a large majority of
cases, all that is permitted to the faithful am-
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bassador for Christ, to know that ¢ the word
of the Lord shall not return unto him void,”
and to feel the flowing peace which is graciously
vouchsafed as a reward to the humble instru-
ment who, so far from claiming reward, pro-
foundly feels that after having done all he is an
unprofitable servant, having done only what it
was his duty to do. But it is sometimes per-
mitted to the minister of Christ, to see that the
message sent by him bas been blessed to the
accomplishment of that whercto it was scat.
Aud then, with gushing thankfulness, the lan-
guage of his heart is that of our beloved friend’s
lips on the present oceasion : “The Lord alone
be praised!” His promptitude in responding
to the cry of an anxious, seeking soul illustrates
the Psalmist’s words: I will 7un the way of
thy commandments, when thou shall enlarge
my heart.” '
To Dr. JAMES ALDERSON.
Norwicn, Ninth month Gth, 1822,

My very dear friend:—After our meeting
had broken up this morning, a lady, whom we
both dearly love, slipped into my hands thy in-
teresting little note : interesting I must call it,
both because the inquiry it contains is of so
much importance, and because the dear in-
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quirer himself is so cordially in earnest. I must
say, that in the very question which he puts to
me, he affords me some good reason to believe
that his faith in the Redeemer of men is of the
heart as well as of the head.

I think in my last letter I observed, amongst
other things, that we are indeed to be saved by
Jaith in Jesus Christ. When the jailer at
Philippi so anxiously inquired of Paul, ¢ Whay
shall I do to be saved ?”’—the inspired apostle
was at no loss to answer him. ¢ B:lieve in the
Lord Jesus Christ,” said he, “and thou shalt be
saved.”” ¢ (God sent Ilis only begotten Son into
the world,” said our Saviour, *‘that whosoever
belicveth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.””  In the epistles there are also
many passages which plainly prove that we are
Jjustified—that is, that we are acquitted and ac-
cepted of the Father as innocent (dticiueda)
through /uith in the Son of God.

Now it is certainly very true, that the faith
or belicf by which we arc thus saved and justi-
fied is not a bare assent of the understanding
to the reality of the miscion and sufferings of
Jesus. The evil spirits ¢ believe and tremble ;"
and whilst, as we read in the Gospels, they rec-
oguized the Lord Jesus, saying, “ We know

3
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who thou art—the Zoly One of God,”’—they
were also heard to cry out: ¢ What have we to
do with thee, Jesus thou Son of the Most
High!” Now our knowledge may not be equal
to theirs, yet we are as men of understanding,
furnished with abundant evidence that Jesus
who appeared in the world nearly two thousand
years ago, was indeed the Holy One of Israel,
and the Son of Giod: and whilst, with our
rational faculty, we fully assent to this truth, we
may nevertheless have nothing to do with him,
or with the hopes of his salvation! This bare
assent of the understanding to the truth of
Christianity—an assent unaccompanied by the
Jruits of righteousness—is called by the apostle
James dead fuaith. ¢ Faith without works,”
says he, ¢ is dead.” And this dead taith can save
no one.

Let us then have recourse to its opposite, and
observe that the faith which is to save us is /.
ing faith, Whilst the convictions of the under-
standing in favor of true religion are ofrunspeak-
able value as a preparation for the work of
Grace, thou art plainly right in thy notion that
this living faith is the operation of the Zeart.
The apostle Paul declares that ¢“in Christ
Jesus, (or with reference to the religion of
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Christ Jesus,) neither cireumeision availeth any-
thing nor uncircumecision,” but «/fuith that
worketh by nove.”  Living faith is that active
principle in our minds by which we willingly
receive and earacstly strive after the truth of
God; and by which the affections of our hearts
are engaged in loving him who first loved us.
“ Ierein is love, not that we loved God, but
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be a pro-
pitiation for our sins.  We love him because he
JSirst loved us””  How worderfully are the
doctrines of the gospel adapted to our real con-
dition ! ITow plainly are they caleulated to en-
gage our natural affections on the side of truth
and righteousness! Do we not show gratitude
one to ancther? And shall we not—are we
not almost constrained to—love and serve God,
who ““spared not his own Son, but gave him up
for us all 77 Shall we not love and serve the
blessed Jesus, « who being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God,
but made himself (for our sakes) of no reputa-
tion, and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men; and
being found in fashion as a man, humbled him-
self, and beeame obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross? Shall we not love and serve

2993
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Jim, who bare in his own body the unutterable
weight of our transgressions,—who groaned, who
bled, who died for us? Shall we not love and
serve him who is ¢ touched with a feeling of
our infirmities,” and who ¢ ever liveth to muke
intercession for us.”

I feel persuaded, my dear friend, that with
thy present views of the adorable mercies of
our God and Saviour, thy affections must be
engaged towards him—that thou canst not fail
to love him who first loved thee. And if this
be the case with thoe, be enconraged : thy faith
in Christ is not dead. Tt is a living faith—a
¢ faith which worketh by love.”

Thou wilt pereeive that my observations have
at least a tendency towards the aunswering of
thy question, « By what symptoms the sinner s
to know whether the fuith he has latly acquired
comes from his head or Lis heart?”’ But 1
must reply to that question still more plainly
and directly :—* The trce is lnown by its
Jfruits”’  True, living, heartfelt faith is to be
distinguished by no other symptoms than by
the fruits which it produces. Perhaps thou wilt
tell me that thou art no longer able to bear the
fruits of true faith—that the eleventh hour is
come—that thy day for working the works of
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righteousness is gone by—that the opportunity
for active usefulness in the service of thy God
is exchanged for infirmity, sickness and seclu-
sion. But be assured that the old man, the
sick man, the sceluded man, may bear « the
fruits of the Spirit,” to the praise of his God.

One of these fruits I have already adverted
to,—ZLove. DMayest thou indecd be enabled to
“love thy God with all thy heart, with all thy
soul, with all thy mind, and with all thy
strength ; and thy neighbor as thyself.” DMay
no enmity towards any fellow creature find a
resting place in thy bosom! Mayest thou be
taught of the Lord heartily to forgive all those
who at any time have injured thee—to bless
them—to pray for them—to live under the
sweet influences of Christian charity towards all
mankind !

Shall I venture to touch upon one or two
more of those fruits of the Spirit, which are sure
symptoms that our faith is genuine, and the
absence of which is as certain a proof that our
faith is spurious 7

ITumility. The sinner who is brought to a
living faith in Jesus Christ never fails to be
deeply humbled in the sight of his Creator;
becausc of his sins.  1le knows that God is per-
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fectly holy, perfeetly just, perfectly merciful;
and when he reflects in how many particulars
of thought, word and deed he has broken
the law of his God—how often he has been
unholy, selfish, impure, uncharitable—he is
indeed laid low as in the very dust; and
earnestly does he pray with the poor publican :
“Lord have mercy upon me a sinner.”” The
load of his sins oppresses him; he can no
longer lay the flattering unction to his soul,
and say that “he has been as good as other
men”—¢ tolerably good”’ —¢ good enough.”’—
0! nq-—he now has a view of the perfect purity
of God; of the excellence, holiness and justice
of the Divine law ; and, on the other hand, of the
vileness and iniquity of his own heart; and he
cries out in deep penitence and humility of
soul: ¢“A Redeemer, or I die! A Saviour; or I
perish forever I’ May this fruit of the Spirit—
even a broken and a conirite heart—be found
more and more in my dear and honored friend !
Acceptable is such a sacrifice in the sight of
God.

Submission.—The true Christian, however
he may be tried, however deeply and anxiously
afflicted, is nevertheless enabled to say with
sincerity and even with cheerfulness, ¢ Thy
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will, O God, and not mioe, be done!” Nay,
he is so assured that “all things work together
for good unto those who love God,” and that
“whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,” that
he gives thanks, even from the midst of the
furnace. Mayest thou, then, during thy heavy
and painful afiliction, be submissive and thank-
Jul. Mayest thou, under a sense of the spiritual
mercies of thy God, ery out with the inspired
David, « Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all
that is within me, bless his holy name; who
forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all
thy diseases ; who redeemeth thy life from des-
truction ; who crowneth thee with loving
kindness and tender mercies !”

Again, with submission come meckness, gen-
tleness and patience.  Ah!l mayest thou be
clothed with what the apostle calls the ¢ gentle-
ness of Christ;” mayest thou, like %im, be
meck as the lamb that ig led to the slaughter;
and mayest thou patiently and cheerfully bear
every pain, in the happy remembrance that
those “ who suffer with Christ shall also reign
with him !”

These and such as these, dearest Dector, are
the fruits of the spirit, and the symptoms of a
faith in Christ, which springs from the Zeart.
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I have only to observe in conclusion that the
Grace of God is able to make these fruits
abound in us; nor will they ever be produced
without it. Now, this Grace is offered to us
all—old or young, sick or well, worthy or un-
worthy. ¢ The Grace of God, which bringeth
salvaidon, hath appeared to «// men;” to all it
teaches the same lesson—¢ teaching us that
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
should live soberly, righteously and godly in
this present world ;”” and on all, also, it im-
presses the same hopes; ¢ looking for that
blessed hope and glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ, who
gave himself for us that he might redecem us
from all iniquity, and purify us unto himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works.” Tit. ii.
Seek this Grace, my dear friend, with sincere,
earnest and fervent prayer, and thou wilt not
seek it in vain. Thedruits of love, humility,
gubmission, thankfulness, meekness, gentleness
and patience will be increasingly produced in
thee; and thou wilt have to rejoice in the
persuasion that thy faith is the gift of God—a
true and living faith—the faith not of the
head, but of the heart. Thus wilt thou know
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that the Lord Jesus is, indeed, and in truth,
thy resurrection and thy life.
I am thy affectionate friend,
J. J. GURNEY.

Although Joseph John Gurney made re-
peated visits to his aged physician, in which,
at times, they reverently sat under the solemn
covering of Divine Goodness, and the visitor
was enabled to minister to the spiritual con-
dition of one who had often prescribed for him
in bodily sickness; yet it appears that the
venerable doctor preferred the use of the pen
in telling of his secret conflicts, and in asking
counsel and instruction from his friend, to
whom, though so much his junior, he looked
up as to a father, who “in Christ Jesus had
begotten him through the gospel.”

J. J. Gurney to Dr. Alderson.
Baruuad, Seventh month 8th, 1823.

My Dear Friend :—The pressure of many
occupations prevents my answering thy inter-
esting mnote of inquiry at such length as the
subjects proposed wight suggest; but I have
pleasure in offering to thy attention a few
plain hints.

I remember on & former occasion thou ad-
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dressedst to me the query, by what symptoms
it might be known, that thy faith in Christ
was truly a saving fuith? To that query I
answered that the tree must be known by its
fruits ; and that if thy faith in Christ was ac-
companied by repentance and amendment—by
a real contrition for past sins,and by a thorough
change in disposition, heart and conduct—
these accompaniments afforded a proper and
legitimate evidence that thy faith was not dead
but living, not nominal but saving.

Thy present inquiry is, “ by what symptoms
he who repents, amends and believes can know
that he isaceepted and may hope for salvation 7’
Tosuch an inquiry I must reply to my beloved
and honored medical friend that this is not an
affuir of symptoms, (a description which prop-
erly applied to the former query,) but one in
which we have nothing to do but to rest on
the simple declarations and promises of that
God who cannot lie.

The whole subject is one, respecting which
the knowledge and wisdom of man is of little
or no avail. In these matters God must be his
teacher; and however we may prize the infor-
mation which he permits us to derive even
from natural reliyion, we must have rccourse
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principally to the authentic records of his re-
vealed will, which, as a means of correet infor-
mation on relizious subjects, as conmipared with
any subordinate means, are as the bright
shining of the noonday sun compared with
the shadows of twilight.

Through the instrumentality, then, of the
inspired writers, God has declared in the plain-
est manner, and on a great variety of occasions,
that they who repent, amend and believe aie
safe; that they are accepted of him; and that
being accepted they shall be saved.

First, with regard to repentance, the essence
and vital substance of it are poverty, humility
and contrition of heart ; that such a condition
of the heart is accepted of the Lord, who be-
lieve, who will not allow ?”

“Ilumble yourselves in the sizht of the
Lord, and he shall lift you up.” James iv. 10.

“Surely the Lord scorneth the scorners;
but he giveth grace unto the lowly.””  Prov.
iii. 34,

“The sacrifices of God arc a broken spirit :
a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou
wilt not despise.” Ps. li. 17.

“Thus saith the Lord ; the Heaven is my
throne and the Tarth is my footstool : where is
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the house that ye build for me? And where
is the place of my rest? I7or all these things
hath my hand made, and all these things have
been, saith the Lord : but unto this man will I
look, even to him that is poor aud of a contrite
spirit, and that trembleth «t my word.”

Many more passages might be cited in refer-
ence to this true and essential grace—the 100t
of life and repentance—tenderness and abase-
ment of soul; but I nead only add the compre-
hensive and forcible words of the Redeemer
himself : ¢ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matt. v. 3.

lepentance is valuable chiefly for t]us
reason—that it leads to amendment.

The amended siuner—the sinner who bas
put off “the old man which is corrupt accord-
ing to the deceitful lusts,” and who has put on
“the new man, which after God, is created in
‘righteousness and true haliness 7 —is surely the
object of abundant and unutterable mercy ;
for such a one is delivered from  the power of
darkness, and translated into the kingdom of
the dear Son of God.” It is wholly needless
to quote largely on such a subject. Suffice it
that “ God willeth not the death of the sinner,
but rather that he should tura from his wick-
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edness and live.”” Suflice it that he even con-
descends to beseech his people to turn from
their sins, that they may live, saying, “ Why
will ye die, O house of Israel.”” Two or three
passages. however, from the exquaisitely beauti-
ful writings of the Hebrew prophets, I must
venture to throw before thee:

“Wash you, make you clean; put away the
evil of your doings from before mine eyes;
ccase to do evil; learn to do well. Come now
and let us reason together, saith the Lord.
Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isa.i. 16—18.

“Tet the wicked forsake his way and the
unrightcous man his paths ; and let him re-
turn unto the Lord, and he will have merey
upon him, and to our God, and he will abun-
dantly pardon.” Isa.lv. 7.

“(Come and let us return uato the Lord ; for
he hath torn and he will heal us; he hath
smitten and he will bind us up. After two
days will he revive us; in the third day he
will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.
Then shall we know if we follow on to know
the Lord; his going forth is prepared as the
morning ; and he shall come unto us as the

»
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rain, as the latter and former rain upon the
earth.”  Hos. vi. 1—3.

“ T will heal their backsliding ; T will love
them freely ; for mine anger is turned away
from him. I will be as the dew unto Israel:
he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his
roots as Lebanon.”  IMos. xiv. 4, 5.

I have considered the promises attached in
Scripture to repentance and amendment in the
first place, because they arc first mentioned in
thy mnote of inquiry; but both one and the
other are symptoms, (as I have already stated.)
and not only symptoms, but fruits and conse-
quences of a true and living fuith.

We cannot repent without, in the first place,
believing in - God, against whom we have
sinned; and wonderfully, indced, is our re-
pentance deepened, and our humility and con-
trition of heart enlarged, when, with the eye of
faith, we have beheld that crucified Redeemer,
that divine and all-merciful Emanuel, who bore,
in his own body, the unspeakable weight of our
transgressions, who groaned, and bled, and died
Jor us. Much less can we truly amend our
lives or alter the frame of our hearts and dis-
positions, until we have taken refuge in Christy
to whom all power is given in heaven and in

>
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earth—who “scarcheth the reins of the heart,”
(Rev. ii. 23)) and who ““ gave himself for us”
for this especial purpose—that, by the power
and sanctifying influence of his Holy Spirit,
“he might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous
of good works.” Tit. ii. 14.

Without this precious faith our morals
(however we may strive) will be nothing better
than the morals of the philosopher. They will
be inseparably connected with the pride of our
own hearts. They will be directed to our own
glory, and not to the glory of God. They will
be hard, and high, and assuming, destitute of
that deep humiliation, that childlike sub-
mission, that tender love which will ever be
found the leading characteristics of the disciple
of Jesus.

These observations premised, I may proceed
to cite a few plain and invaluable promises and
declarations, which are amply sufficient to sat-
isfy the humble inquirer, that he who believeth
is accepted of God, and shall be saved.

¢ Abraham believed God, and it was counted
unto him for righteousness.” Rom.iv. 3.

“ Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye
perish from the way when his wrath is kindled
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but a little. Blessed are all they that put their
trust in Him.”” Ps. ii. 12.

“They that trust in the Lord shall be as
Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but
abideth forever.” Ps. cxxv. 1.

“Blessed is the man that trusteth in the
Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. TFor he
shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and
that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and
shall not sce when heat cometh, but her leaf
shall be green, and shall not be careful in the
year of droughts, neither shall cease from
yielding fruit.” Jer. xvii. 7, 8.

“By grace ye are saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves : it is the gift of God.”
Eph. ii. 8.

“ We are kept by the power of God tZrough
Jaith unto salvation.” 1 Pet. i. 5.

“He [Christ] came unto his own) and his
own reccived him not. DBut as many as re-
ceived him, to them gave he power to become
the Sons of' God, even to them that belicve on
his name.” John i. 11, 12.

“God so loved the world that he gave his
only begotten Son, that wmosorver (mark
that word) Oelievet/y on him should not perish,
but have everlasting life””  John iii. 16.
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What more canst thou then require? Many
such passages, as thou knowest, are scattered
over the New Testament, of which sacred volume
this salvation through faith may be deseribed
as the leading sentiment. I add only the words
of Christ on another occasion: “I am the res-
urrection aund the life: he that believeth sin
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:
and whosoever liveth and bclieveth in me,
SHALL NEVER DIE.”—John xi. 25, 26. Glori-
ous and blessed promise! Receive it—believe
in it—with all willingness, thankfulness and
joy.

“ Having thercfore, brethren, boldness to
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus—by
a new and living way which he hath consecra-
ted for us, through the veil, that is to say, his
flesh; and having an Iigh Priest over the
house of God—Ilet us draw mear with a true
heart, in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience [by the
blood of Christ,] and our bodies washed with
pure water: [by the power of the spirit;] and
let us hold fust the profession of our faith with-
out wavering ; ﬁn he s faithful that pronu'scd.”
—Ieb. x. 19,

So, my dear fncnd thou wilt perceive that

4
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the volume of Holy Writ has again been the
means of helping us over our difficulties. I
would therefore, in the first place, take the pres-
ent opportunity of carnestly advising thee to
devote part of thy time to the perusal of Serip-
ture itself, with meditation and prayer. Thou
wilt find such a practice helpful, salutary, de-
lightful! It will be the means of deepening
thy repentance, of enlarging thy views, and of
animating thy hopes.

Secondly, as the promises and declarations of
the Most High God afford so explicit an answer
to thy query; as they so plainly show, that he
who repents, amends and believes, shall be
saved—remember that it is thy duty, as well as
thy privilege, to receive these promises and dec-
larations with the simplicity of a little child,
and with a perfeet confidence that they are
true and cannot fail. The promises of God in
Christ Jesus, to use the forcible expressions of
an apostle, are “yea aud amen forever.”

May the Lord who is rich in merey do all
things needful for thee! May he visit thee in
thy solitary moments with the teudering im-
pressions of his paternal love ! May he establish
thy faith= on the Rock of Ages! May he
deepen thy conviction of the perfect purity of
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his own nature, and of the sinfulness of all
transgression—more especially of that worldly,
careless, - scornful and irreligious mind, in
which myriads of believers have long lived!
May he show thee that the low valley of hu-
wiliation is the place of all waters! May he
pacify thy uneasiness, regulate thy tempers,
and shed his love abroad in thy heart. May he
bind up all thy wounds, preserve thee patient
through all thy sufferings, and comfort thee in
every sorrow ! Iinally, may he teach thee to
trust implicitly in his holy word, and to look
forward with childlike affiance and cheerful ex-
pectation to the interminable and unutterable
joys of his GREAT SALVATION !

1 am thy affectionate friend,
J. J. GURNEY.

In the following letter, as in preceding ones,
the reader must be impressed not merely with
the Christian tenderness, but with the unflatter-
ing and pastoral honesty with which the writer
applies the probe, so that every lurking place of
sin might be searched, and the work fully com-
pleted, that after casting down every high thing
that exalted itself against the knowledge of
God, every thought might be brought into eap-
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tivity to the obedience of Christ. J. J. G. left
his home for a few days for service in Upton,
London, &e. ¢DMay the Lord condescend to
bless me,” he notes in his diary, ¢ in my going
out and in my coming in, and to bless the dear
children and others whom I leave behind ! I
feel some sweet confidence that it will be so.”
On the very date of the letter, we find that he
attended a large meeting of the British and
Foreign Bible Society, at which the speak-
ers were Lords Harrowby, Bexley, Roden, Bar-
ham, Teynmouth, Charles Grant, Sir H. Inglis,
Sir Geo. Rose, Morrison, J. J. Gurney, Ward-
law, John Cunningham, &e. J. J. G. spoke
at considerable length, to which he thus refers
in his diary. “1I revived the consideration of
the main original principles of the Bible Soci-
ety,—that all Scripture is given by inspiration ;
—that divine truth is to be trusted™ by itself;
and that sectarian distinctions sink into almost
nothing, when Christians are engaged in pro-
mulgating their common gospel. It was well
received, though, possibly, a little too strong for
some persons, as it related to that fundamental
error of Popery—that divine truth is not to be
trusted by itself.”

Labor ecnough for one day, we might think :—
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and truly the family of Christ might profitably
contemplate the example of one thus ¢ fervent
in spirit, not slothful in business, serving the
Lord.” Bearing on his heart'his aged friend,
whose sands, he felt certain, were nearly run,
he wrote, on that very evening, what appears to
be his last epistle to him.

Joseph John Gurney to James Alderson, M. D.
HAumpsTEAD, Fifth mo. 6tb, 1824,

My dear friend—Such is the warmth and
constancy of the Christian regard which I feel
for thee, that I cannot leave home without
bearing thee on my mind ; and believing that I
can minister to thee more effectually by letter
than by word of mouth, I do not hesitate to ad-
dress thee. In looking at thy present condition
both of body and of mind, I think those who
really love thee cannot fail to perceive matter
for thanlfulness. Advanced to so great an age,
thou art still permitted to preserve a clear and
vigorous mental power; and although a con-
siderable degree of weakness and pain are thy
allotment, yet thou wilt gratefully confess that
the weakness is not extreme, and the pain not
intolerable. When, however, we turn our view
from the frai} tabernacle of clay to the inner
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man—to the immortal spirit which is still per-
mitted to dwell within it—and when we con-
sider that this immortal spirit has been taught
in a great degrée to rely upon the Lamb of God
who taketh away all sin: then indeed may we
celebrate the praises of that gracious Redeemer,
who is ever ready to act as the good Samaritan
did—graciously to regard us—to say to us when
we are in our blood, L1VE. Indeed, my beloved
friend, thou hast cause for unutterable grati-
tude, that God has been pleased to give a new
direction to the whole current of thy thoughts,
thy feelings, thy opinions, thy intentions, thy
prospects. The first introduction of the gospel
dispensation was distinguished by the voice of
exhortation : REPENT—for the kingdom of
Heaven is at hand. Thy divine Master be-
held thee advancing towards the conclusion of
thy mortal pilgrimage—He knew that the
hour of retribution was approaching ; and he
graciously condescended to answer the prayers
which were offered for thee by a pious daughter
and affectionate friends, to say, Rerent. The
word is very comprehensive. The repentance
of the New Testament is meraviz2—not only a
sorrow for past transgressions, but’'a radica
change of mind. It constitutes the new birth :
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—and no birth, no creation is more wonderful!
Whea the darkened mind becomes enlightened ;
when the sinner becomes the penitent; when
the unbeliever of former days acknowledges
Christ to be his only hope of glory—when the
scorner of Divine truth learns to value it as the
pearl of great price—then, truly, there is pro-
duced, by the wonderful working of the grace of
God, and out of materials apparently the most
unfavorable for such a work,—the NEW man—
the child of the Lord—the dear object of divine-
regard, tenderness and condescension.

This great change is sometimes very gradual.
On the one hand we behold a child educated in
the fear of the Lord, and enabled, with the in-
crease of his stature, and by slow degrees, to
overcome the evil principles ALWAYS inhe-
rent in our nature, until the young man—the
middle-aged man—the old man, into whom he
successively grows—is found to be strong in the
Lord,—the word of God abiding in him,—and
teaching him to overcome the wicked one; on
the other hand, we trace the course of an apos-
tle who is suddenly turned from the wicked
violence of a senseless persecutor to the child-
like condition of those who are willing to follow
ihe Lamb whithersocver he goeth.,
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Whether the change of which I speak be
gradual or sudden, it is necessary; it is abso-
lutely essential. No man can be the heir of
glory without it. Ixcept a man be born again,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

Now, my dear doctor, it is impossible to deny
with any justice, that this mighty change has
been commenced, and has been materially
carried forward, in thy own soul. The differ-
ence, the contrast, are not to be concealed from
thyself or from others. It has on the whole
been a work of a rapid and unexpected nature,
and (awful and interesting thought) it has
been wrought in the eleventh hour!

Such a gracious interposition in thy favor is,
as I said before, a Zoud call for unfeigned grati-
tude. But I feel very anxious that this holy,
all-important work, may not be impeded, but
may go on to COMPLETION.

The tree is to be tricd by its fruits ; and I
beseech thee mnever to feel satisfied till every
evil temper is subdued—till entire resignation
to the divine will is obtained—till all is gentle-
ness, patience, forbearance and love! Ah,
thou hast cause to believe that Christ will do all
things well for thee, as thou art enabled to cast
all thy care upon him! Pray—pray earnestly—
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for the HorLy SpIRIT, that the inward shrine of
the heart may be sanctified, and that the Prince
of Peace may reign there without a rival. Thus
shalt thou be ready, when he shall be pleased
to cut short the thread of life and to call thee
IOME.

In order to promote this greatest of objects,
we must not neglect the outward means which
Divine Providence has placed within our
power.

The first of these I have already alluded to—
prayer ; if that can be called an outward means
which must spring from the inmost recesses of
the heart. Let thy secret aspirations to the
throne of Grace be frequent; let thy mind ha-
bitually turn to God ; let the spirit of thy pe-
titions be: ILord, bring me more fully to
Christ ! Lord, make me al/ that thou wouldst
have me to be!

Another means, which I have often desired
affectionately to recommend to thee is, the daily
perusal of some portion of Scripture. Indeed,
dear friend, it is a sacred duty, and ought never
to be neglected ; and let me advise thee always
to use our own authorized version, which is un-
speakably superior in point of truthfulness, as
well as of taste, to the Wakefields, the IHar-
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woods, and such like. Socinian interpreters
may sometimes be learned; but their whole
system is marked with eritical perversions and
practical danger. I earnestly beg thee to ban-
ish them entirely from thy presence. It is for
thee to cultivate, not the dry cavils and super-
ficial reasoning of that awfully deluded school;
but that firm, and settled, and deep reliance on
the essential doctrines of Christianity, which
will, alone, be found to rob death of its sting,
the grave of its victory, and the judgment seat
of its terrois !

Well, it only remains for me to express the
earnest desire which I feel, that the angels of
the Lord may ever encamp around thee, and
deliver thee, that God may be about thy bed,
and about thy ways—that a free access may be
opened for thee to the fountain of living
waters—that CHRIST MAY DWELL IN THY
HEART BY FAITH—and that in the end thou
mayest be numbered amongst that glorified
host, who have forever ceased from all sorrow
and sighing ; and who enjoy those pleasures
that are at the right hand of their God and Sa-
viour.

Thou wilt be pleased to hear that I have
been much interested by many things since I
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left home. My journey up to London with F.
Cunningham and a young clergyman and his
wife,was very agrecable, and we found a warm-
welcome at Upton, where I have a most affec-
tionate and happy brother and sister, where
eight children make them look, in spite of their
own juvenility, quite patriarchal !

The next day I was engaged first by tho
Plaistow week-day meeting, and afterward by
attending the funeral of a gentleman whose re-
quest was that he might be buried among
Triends. The request was complied with.
There were five Baptist and other ministers
present, who seemed well plessed to discover
the orthodoxy of Friends; and the clergyman
of the parish (as I afterwards learned) was
promised hds fees from wmy services. What a
gingular arrangement !

Yesterday was the meeting of the Bible So-
ciety ; a most animating and extraordinary oc-
casion. Such a meeting as I never attended
before. The progress of the cause is wonderful ;
and the tone of deep evangelical seriousness,
which distinguished the speeches of many
great people, was delightful.  The Earl of Ro-
den, with the utmost simplicity, honesty and
apparent humility, described his own remarka-
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ble conversion from worldly dissipation to a
gerious view of religion—a conversion of
which a meeting of the Bible Socicty was the
occagion. I had several important topics before
me ; and the words flowed ecasily. My subject
was the testimony borne by the Bible Society
to those great principles that all Scripture is
given by inspiration of God—that divine truth
is to be trusted by itself—and that the Church
of Christ is composed not of the members of
any particular sect, but of ALL who fear and
love Grod, and believe in their Redeemer.

Pray ask Amelia (to whom, with thyself, I
send my hearty salutation of love) to forward
the 4ntelligence conveyed in this long epistle to
my sisters. I am, my dear friend,

Thy affectionate friend,
J.J. GURNEY.

P.S. T have written very hastily. Bear
with all blunders.

It was stated, in the carly part of this essay,
that, after the Christian visit made to Dr. Al-
derson, he was “exposed to great personal
danger.” Ile and his daughter, after a visit to
Hudson Gurney, were rcturning in a coach to
Norwich. ¢ The horses took fright,” says
Cecilia L. DBrightwell, in her biography of
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Amelia Opie, “the coachman and horses were
thrown off the coach, and the leaders broke
their traces.” When Dr. Alderson, who was
not at first aware of the peril they had incurred,
was told by his daughter the particulars of the
accident, he exclaimed, as he thanked God that
they had reached Norwich in safety, “I have
been mercifully spared, my dear child, and I
wonder why.”

Tt was after this peril and preservation that
he applied, through his daughter, to J. J. Gur-
ney for Seriptural instruction on the grand
theme of Redemption, which had been the sub-
ject of the sermon preached to him under the
constraint of the Divine Spirit, in the memo-
rable visit which had been the means of
awakening him. ¢ Afterwards” (we quote
again the biography of A. 0.) he said, “O!
my dear child, I know now why I was spared.”

It was during the Doctor’s life that the sub.
stance of the letters, with both enlargement
and abridgement, was published as a tract.
The present publication is by no means in-
tended to supersede the other, which was given
to the world in the form judged to be best by
the gifted writer; but with a conviction that it
will be acceptable to many, to sce the simple
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originals as they flowed, in confidential earnest-
ness, from a heart yearning intcnsely for the
salvation of a particular soul. It will interest
the Christian reader to see exactly how so great
an instrumentality for good was brought about:
how it was that so many sinners were converted
from the error of their thoughts and ways : how
it was that, in their several cases, a multitude
of sins were covered—hidden—blotted out.
From A. Opic’s memoranda it is found that the
originals were repeatedly lent to persons whose
need it was thought they would meet, and
striking instances of conversion, not here re-
corded, are known to have resulted. We find
in them no scholastic advocacy of a mere the-
ory to be accepted by the understanding, but
rather a presentation of the gracious terms:
(Isa. 1. 18.) “Come, now, let us reason to-
gether, saith Yahveh,—though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be white as snow: though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”
They point unto II1M in whom there is mercy
and plenteous REDEMPTION—to Him ¢ who
gave himsclf for us that he might REDEEM us
from all iniquity.”

Dr. Alderson’s appreciation of the sacred
volume was evinced a very short time before
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his death, by his copying on his note book this
verse from Dr. Watts:

« Let all the heathen writers join
To form one perfect book ;

Greatl God! when once compared with thine
How mean their writings look !

At length, in his 83d year,in a peaceful, re-
signed state of mind, he “sunk down into his
last illness.” ¢TI look forward,” he wrote in
his note book, ¢ to my being saved for happi-
ness hereafter. ITow much I long for my last
end ! but in this I act wrongly; for a man
ought to wait paticntly till his end comcs, for

T can live no longer than God pleases.”” To
him were applicable the consoling words, ¢ Fear
not, for I have REDEEMED thee, ——— thou

art mine.”

His daughter’s biographer tells us that it
was his dyg request to be buried in the
Triends’ graveyard. And on the 28th of
Tenth month, 1323, his purified spirit left its
mortal casket.

« Fifth-day,” <ays J. J. G. in his diary,
« amidst its full and eager pursuits, was sad-
dened and solemnized by the death of dear old
Dr. Alderson ; after a night of severe suffering,
and after a struggle of a distressing character.
1 saw him the last time on Third-day afternoun,
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when T took the opportunity of his awaking
from his usual state of slumber, to pour forth a
prayer by his bedside. I'or this he was very
thankful ; and the impression left on my own
spirit by the circumstance was comforting, as it
related to this beloved aged friend. Believing
that the promises of God in Christ Jesus are
yea and amen forever, I cannot but believe that
he is now at rest with the Lord of Glory. On
the whole I have never known (that I remem-
ber) so remarkable a change of sentiment and
disposition in any other person. Ie entered
into the vineyard in the eleventh hour, and in
good earnest. Dear A. O. is wonderfully helped
and supported.”

The parties concerned in the narrative now
brought to a close have all passed away. ‘Re-
deemed without money ”—¢ Justified freely
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”
or if thatcannot be, sealed by the Holy Spirit of
God unto the day of redemption—they have re-
alized, we cannct doubt, that the High Priest of
good things to come has obtained for them eter-
nal redemption. To the writer of the Ietters has
not been assigned a “starless crown.” DMay
the perusal of them be blessed to many souls.
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