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INTRODUCTION.

Tuxr compiler has, for many years, been collecting suit-
able reading for the children of Friends, which, with some
additional lessons and instructive extracts from able writers
on education, were, some years since, published in the
Friendly Visitant. A succession of young parents and young
readers induces him to devotc some of his last days to re-
vising that worlk, and adding a few new lessons.

Previously to furnishing a child with a new book, the
parents should give it a thorough examination. Parts of a
book may be good, and other parts more or less objection-
able or pernicious. There are so many attractive books,
that our children are in great danger of having their taste
for the Scriptures and the edifying writings of Friends
vitiated. Their first reading should be of the best quality.

Parents are invited to give this small volume an attentive
reading ; and, if they approve the contents, devote suflicient
time for interesting their children thercin. Young readers
are too apt to hasten superficially over their lessons. They
should learn these lessons so thoroughly that they can re-
peat them to their friends. The language of some of them
is adapted to quite young learners, and may be read to
them, and talked over in a pleasing manner, before they
can read themselves. It is hoped that particular attention
will be given to the choice passages of Scripture sclected or
referred to.

(iii)



v INTRODUCTION,

We have long known the faithful parents of eight sons
and daughters who all became ministers of the gospel.  We
are not particularly informed of the manner of training in
this remarkable family, except that the children were kept
strictly to the plain language. They had no select schools,
and when about to send their children to one of a mixed
character, the father always engaged the teacher to leep
his children strictly to the plain language ; and it is proba-
ble they had a similar understanding with their domestics ;
and, judging from the character of the parents, we cannot
doubt the children were well acquainted with the Scriptures
and with the writings of Friends. What encouragement tq
parents to devote themselves to training up their children
in the “fear and admonition of the Lord!” Is it not for
want of the good example of parents, and necessary train.
ing, that children grieve their best friends by going astray ?

In our yearly meeting are more than a hundred smal],
isolated meetings of Friends, where the children are poorly
provided with good schools. Sympathy for these, not pe-
cuniary motives, was the principal inducement for this
volume. The compiler designs presenting a volume to cach
meeting, and cordially invites his friends to circulate sub-
scriptions for it: and if any family or families cannot spare
the means to pay, send on to the bookstore of Friends, in
New York, and they will be furnished gratuitously. The
work, like other Friends’ books sold there, will be set at g
very moderate price, as marked.

It is hoped generous friends will subscribe for many copies
for distribution among children who are not members of our
society.

Josern Tarrcor,
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THE

FRIENDLY VISITANT.

ADDRESS TO CHILDREN.

Wk address you children who have no good school
to attend, where you can learn the IIoly Scriptures,
and other good things. We feel very sorry to have
you go where you will hear bad words, and be in
danger of learning wrong things.

Some kind parents have taken a great deal of pains
to teach their children themselves, rather than to send
them to school, where they will play with naughty
children, and learn to be wicked; some dear children
have tried to learn as much as they could at home.

One dear little boy was so engaged, that he would
get up very early in the morning in order to learn his
book, and he was very industrious in reading his
Bible when he had a little leisure. He loved his
Bible very much, and he took notice of what he read,
so that he could turn to almost any passage, and he
tried to mind the good advice it gives. He loved to

2 1



2 THE FRIENDLY VISITANT.

read it better than he did to play; and he would tall
very seriously with his mother, and wanted to be good.
He loved to see other children learn, and when he
was only ten years old he taught a little school for
them.

How beautiful it is when brothers and sisters kindly
help one another in learning the Bible and other good
books. We have known a number of worthy brothers
and sisters who have taken much pains to teach the
little ones. This is beautiful. Some dear parents
have also tried to improve themselves, so that they
could teach their children. Children should love such
kind parents very much, and try to learn as fast as
they can, and be good. One little girl that could
spell only in three letters, learned to read in the Bible
in two months without going to school.

This little book 1s made to help and encourage goq]
children that wish to learn. It begins with casy
reading, sc that you can understand it. If your
parents think that they have no time to teach you, or
that they have not learning enough, if you try to be
good children and ask them handsomely, they will be
likely to try, and when they do try, they always suc-
ceed better than they expected.

One young mother thought she could not get time
to teach her little daughter to spell, but when she
tried she was so well pleased to see her good little chilq
learn, that she spent much time in instructing her ang
her younger sister, and they learned to read and Write
most beautifully. They used to commit a great many
little verses and passages of Scripture to memory, and
repeat them to their friends very prettily, Thege
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children went very little out of their father’s house to
get their learning, yet they are some of the most ac-
complished young women in the country.

We want you to read these lessons over a number
of times, so that you can understand and remember
them. We also wish you to get your parents or
your elder brothers or sisters to help you find all the
passages of Scripture referred to, and learn the an-
swers to all the questions, so that you can repeat
them. This will be good employment for the leisure
time on the first day of the week, and if your kind
parents are willing to go with you to meet with your
cousins, and some of the children in the neighbourhood,
and there say what you have learned, and hear others
say their lessons, it will be very pleasant, and encour-
age you to use greater diligence in learning your les-
sons. It will also be pleasant to you to enjoy the
company of some of your good friends, who will take
kind notice of you, and sometimes give you good ad-
vice; good children always love to hear good advice
from their kind friends.

CONVERSATION BETWEEN A MOTHER AND
HER CHILDREN.

Child. How are we to know there is a God if we
cannot see him?

JMother. Before I answer this question, tell me what
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it is that moves yonder tree, and makes its leaves
shake ?

C. Oh! it is the wind.

JM. But have you ever seen the wind ?

C. Oh! no (replied one of the children,) but I feel
it, and I perceive the waving of the flowers, and the
motion of the trees.

M. Then we may believe there is something that
we cannot see?

C. Yes we may; for though we cannot see the
wind, yet it is very powerful, for it blows down, and
tears up, great strong trees by the roots.

M. Can any of you think of any other powerful
something that we cannot see ?

C. I cannot see my mind. The mind helps men to
build houses, and ships, and steam-engines, and (,
many other things.

M. Do you recollect reading in whose likeness man
was made ?

C. In the book of Genesis God said, ¢ Let ys malke
man in our own image, after our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creep-
cth upon the earth: so God created man in his own
image.”’

M. You know that God is a spirit, and so is the
soul ; and as we cannot see our own souls, neither cap,
we see him. DBut we know him by the effects of b
power. We see the sun, and moon, and stars, which he
has made; we behold this beautiful world, calculateq
to make us so happy and comfortable. We read in
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the Bible what God is, and we also feel a ray of his
power which comes through his dear Son, the blessed
Jesus, that tenders our hearts and makes us sorrowful
when we do wrong, and makes us feel happy when we
try to be good.

C. Is it God that makes a little girl feel so happy
when she is at a place of worship, and tries to sit still
and think about Jesus, and wants to be good ?

M. It is the grace of God, which, an apostle says,
‘“has appeared unto all men, teaching us that denying
ungodliness, and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously and godly in this present world, looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of
the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works.”

C. Cannot we think good thoughts, and desire to be
good without this grace ?

M. My dear children, we cannot think a good
thought, nor have a good desire, without this grace.
When we feel a desire to be good, and try to turn
away from bad thoughts, grace will help us. Tt is
called by different names. It is called the light of
Christ, because by its help we see our duty. It re-
minds children what their good parents, or their
preacher, or their Bible says. It never tells them to
believe or do anything contrary to the Holy Scrip-
tures.

C. Is minding these feelings the means of going to
heaven ?

M. Christ said “T am the door into the sheepfold,”
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He declared, “If T am lifted up, I draw all men unto
me.”  The Scriptures are as a school-master to bring
us to know what this is, that secretly draws us and
shows us the way we ought to go, and rebukes us
when we sin. We must mind these feelings, they
make us know God, and if we obey his first command-
ments he will love us, and when we die we shall go to
live with him for ever, and be very huppy.

THE LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PETER.

Simon Peter was a fisherman, and when Jesus
came to the sea where Peter and his brother Andrew
were washing their nets, Jesus went into theip ship
and preached to the people on the shore ; and after
he had done preaching, he told Peter to Jauncl, out
where the water was deep, and let down their nets to
catch the fish, but Peter answered, “ Master, we have
toiled all the night and have not caught any ; never-
theless at thy word I will let down the net.” And
when they had done so, they enclosed a great multj-
tude of fishes, so that their net brake, ang they got
their partners to come from another ship and help
them. And they came and filled both ships; and they
were all astonished.

Jesus then told Peter, that he should catch men ;
meaning that he should become a preacher, and shoulq

persuade men to be good. He then invited Peter anq
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Andrew to go along with him, and they left all and
followed him, because they loved him very much
James and his brother John were also fishermen, and
they too went along with Jesus.

After Jesus had been crucified and was risen to Jife
again, Peter said to the other disciples who were there,
«I goa fishing.” They say ““we go along with thee.”
And they went into a ship and fished all the night, but
could not get any. 'When it was morning Jesus stood
on the shore, but they did not know that it was Jesus.
And he said unto them, ¢ Cast the net on the right
side of the ship, and ye shall find.””  And they did as
Jesus told them, and they caught so many that they
could not draw it to the shore, and then they knew
that it was Jesus, and they were glad.

And the other disciples came in a little ship to help
them, and they dragged the net to the shore full of
great fishes, a hundred and fifty-three, and, for all
there were so many, the net did not break. And Jesus
told them to bring the fish, and they did so, and they
broiled some of them and did eat. Then Jesus asked
Peter if he loved him? Peter answered, ¢ Yea, Lord.”
Then Jesus said ¢ Feed my lambs.”” Jesus asked himn
again, ¢ Lovest thou me?”” Peter replied, “ Yea, Lord,
thou knowest that I love thee.”” Jesus saith unto
him, “ Feed my sheep.” Jesus meant that if Peter
loved him, he must go and preach and encourage both

" children and grown people to be good, and love Jesus,
and obey his commands. We know that Jesus has
commanded us, to do to everybody as we are willing
they should do to us.

After Jesus was gone to heaven, the apostles and a



8 THE FRIENDLY VISITANT.

great many other people were met together, and there
came a sound from heaven as a mighty rushing wind,
and it filled all the house where they were sitting, and
they were filled with the IToly Ghost or Holy Spirit;
and this qualified them to preach; and Peter stood up
and began to preach, and to tell them about Jesus,
how good and kind he had been, and yet they had
abused him, and put him to death, and that he had
come to life again, and was gone to heaven. Peter
told them that they must repent and beljeve on Jesus ;
and many of the people believed what Peter said, so
that three thousand of them joined with the apostles in
one day.

As Peter and John were going to the temple to pray,
there was a poor lame man lying at the gate, who
would have them to give him some money, but they
told him they had none to give him; byt Peter said to
him, ““In the name of Jesus Christ rise up and wallk,”’
and the poor lame man was cured, and got up and
walled, and was very glad and very thankfyl,

And many who knew the lame man came and won-
dered when they saw that he was cured ; but Peter
told them, that it was not by their power or holiness
that he was cured, but it was by the power of Jesus,
whom they had killed. He told them they must re-
pent, that their sins might be forgiven. Apq , great
many minded what Peter said, to about the number of
five thousand. But others were so wicked, that they
did not love to hear about Jesus; and the chief Priestg
commanded Peter and John not to speak nor teach ip
the name of Jesus; but they told the priests that they
must obey their Heavenly Father, and then they went
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to their own company, and told what had been done,
and they all rejoiced.

After these things, Ananias told a falschood about
some money, and Peter asked him how he came to do
so, and reproved him for it, and Ananias fell down
dead, and the young men carried him away and buried
him. Three hours after this, Sapphira, the wife of
Ananias, came in. She did not know that he was
dead. And Peter inquired of her about the money,
and she told a lie about it, like Ananias. Then Peter
reproved her, and she also fell down dead, and the
young men carried her away and buried her by the
side of her husband. It is very wicked to tell a lie.

A great many sick folks were brought to the apostle,
and by the power of Jesus he cured them all; and
multitudes of men and women believed on the Lord
Jesus. But the chief priest, and they that were with
him, were angry, and put Peter and John in prison;
but the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison
doors, and brought them out, and told them to go into
the temple and speak to the people. The captain
brought them to the priest, and he said, ¢ Did we not
straitly command you that ye should not teach in the
name of Jesus, and behold ye have filled Jerusalem
with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s
blood upon us.””  Then Peter and the other apostles
answered and  said, “We ought to obey God rather
than man.”  But they were very angry, and . wanted
to have the apostles put to death, but Gamaliel, a good
man, told them to refrain from these men und let them
alone; so they beat them, and commanded them that
they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let
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them go: and they went away rejoicing, that they
were worthy to suffer for his name, and they ceased
not to preach and persuade people to love their dear
Lord Jesus Christ.

The Holy Ghost had not yet been received in the
city of Samaria. Peter and John went there and
prayed, and the good people received the Holy Ghost.
And Peter came to Lydda, and there he found a cer-
tain man named Eneas, who was sick, and had kept
his bed eight years, and Peter said to him, ‘ Eneas,
Jesus Christ maketh thee whole ;”” and he was cured,
and many believed on Jesus.

Now there was a good woman who lived at .J oppa,
named Tabitha. She was very kind to poor people,
and she was sick, and died. Peter went into the
chamber where she lay, and all the poor widows stood
weeping, and showing the garments and coats which
Tabitha had made them. They were mourning be-
cause their good friend was dead. But Peter kneeleg
down and prayed, and turning him to the body said
“Tabitha, arise.”” And she opened her eyes, an(i
when she saw Peter, she sat up, and he gave her his
hand and lifted her up, and they were all very glad,
and believed on Jesus.

There was a good man named Cornelius, he was not
a Jew, and had no hand in crucifying Jesus, and an
angel came and told him to send for Peter, who would
tell him what he ought to do; and when he came, he
opened his mouth and said, “Of a truth I perceive that
God is no respecter of persons, but in every natiop he
that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is H~
cepted with him.”” And Peter told Cornelius how
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good Jesus was, and he believed, and the Holy Ghost
fell on him, as it did on those at Jerusalem and Sama-
ria.  And the apostles were glad when the Gentiles,
who had not known about Jesus, were willing to love
him, and obey his commands, because this would make
them more happy in this life, and when they come to
die, their souls would go to live with the blessed Je-
sus, and be happy for ever.

About this time the wicked king Herod killed the
good apostle James ; and he had Peter put in prison,
intending no doubt to kill him also; but prayer was
made for him by the church; and, as Peter was sleep-
ing between two soldiers, bound by two chains, an
angel of the Lord came and raised him up, and his
chains fell off from his hands, and he followed the an-
gel, and the iron gate opened to them of its own accord,
and they went out; and he went to the door where
the apostles were, and knocking at the door, a damsel
named Rhoda let him in, and they were very glad.
The soldiers who kept Peter could not prevent his get-
ting away from the prison, but wicked Herod com-
manded that they should be put to death. After this.
upon a set day, Herod made a speech, and the people
said, it was the voice of a god and not of a man. And
immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, and he
was eaten of worms and died. We should love good
men, not hate them, and want to injure them, for this
is very wicked, and no man ought to be worshipped.
Our Heavenly Father and his dear Son must be ho-
noured and worshipped. James said we must be
humble and not receive honour one of another. Peter
wmte two excellent epistles, which children may read
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in the Bible. The Bible is the best book in the world.
It tells about a great many good men and women, and
about our dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Good
people love very much to read in the Bible.

Before children can read, it will be quite as interesting to them to
hear parents repeat the substance of Scripture lessons as unmeaning
tales, and be far more useful. °

PUTNAM TF. LOCKE.

Although the following obituary has been considey-
ably spread, yet it is believed that it has not yet
reached many of our distant readers. As it is pecy.
liarly sentimental, it is thought right to offer it to o,
youngest readers in a still plainer style, for the more
distinctly they understand the sentiments that they
read, the deeper they will impress the mind.

Putnam F. Locke was born in the county of Rut-
land, in the State of Vermont, in the year 1791.
When he was five years old, he had learned to read,
and he loved his book so well that he rose early in the
morning to read. He took great pleasure in reading
the Holy Scriptures, and he loved to know the mean-
ing of what he read, and he knew where to find pas-
sages, so that when he was seven years old he could
turn to almost any passage he wanted to find in the
Bible. It is a good practice for children, when they
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find a very good passage, to take notice of the chapter
and verse, so that they can turn to it again.

At about eight years of age he grew more serious,
and thought much about his soul: left off play, and
rcad a good deal in his Bible. He was very sorry
to hear boys use bad words, and he refused to play
with such boys.  One morning he was found weeping :
he said he heard a voice that told him he had not long
to live. He said, “I must lay aside all play, and
prepare for death. What shall I do to be saved?
Will not the great God have mercy on my soul? I
will fall down on my knees and pray to him who made
me, to save me, lest I perish. Let me die at the feet
of Jesus, who died to save lost man.” He inquired of
his mother if she was willing to part with him, saying,
that if he should die, she would still have one son left
to comfort her ; that God had the best right to us, and
she must give all up.

He also said, “I am determined to spend the few
days I have in this world in praying and reading good
books, not novels and romances, for it may be very
hurtful to me, who am but a child, to read anything
but the truth. T am very young, but I must have a
standard in my own breast. I must not tell a lie. I
must not allow myself to speak evil against any per-
son. If I have anything against them I must go and
tell them. This practice would prevent much uneasi-
ness in the world. If we believe every story we hear,
we may not have as good an opinion of people as we
ought. 'We should be very careful of each other’s
character.” What beautiful sayings for a little boy!

He was kind and tender-hearted, and loved, when he
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had a few pence, to give his mite for the relief of the
poor. He was mild and good natured, and loved to
mind what his parents said to him. He was obliging
and respectful to everybody, and patient and tc;ulcx"
to his companions. And above all, he was remarlkable
for his love to his Maker, and reverence to his great
and holy name.

‘When in the ninth year of his age, he was one day
left at home alone, and on the return of his parents, he
said to them, ¢ While alone by myself, thinking how
my mother had given me up to God, I felt so L]mppy
that I fell on my knees in prayer, and gave myself up
to the service of the living God. I have now set out
to do everything I can for his honour and glory.
May I never dishonour the cause of religion! I re-
solve to read much in my Bible, and avoid trifling con-
versation and vain amusements.’’

He loved very much to see children engaged in
learning their books, and when he was ten years of
age he began to teach a little school, which he did
during three summers, and was very successful in the
employment. . Being taken ill he believed he should
soon die, and having his mind prepared for it, he bid
adieu to all things here below, and rejoicing in the
hope of a glorious immortality, he departed, and we
trust, his happy spirit ascended to God who gave it.
His age was not quite fifteen.
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FUTURE IIAPPINESS.

When beauty’s charms decay, as soon they must,
And all its glory’s humbled in the dust,

The virtuous mind, beyond the rage of time,
Shall ever blossom in a happier clime,

Whose never fading joys no tongue can tell,
Where everlasting youth and beauty dwell ;
Where pain and sorrow never more shall move
But all is harmony, and joy, and love.

Questions for children which they may copy if capa-
ble of it, and annex the answers, and commit them to
memory.

1. What are the words of that beautiful psalm rela-
tive to love and unity amongst brethren ?

2. Where was the birth place of our Lord and Sa-
viour Jesus Christ; and in what manner were {he wise
men led to where he was; and what did they say and
do when they found him, Luke ii. 9, 10?

3. What were the words of the angel to the shep-
herds that brought the tidings of the birth of the child
Jesus?

4. What is said respecting the heavenly host, at the
time that the angel appeared to the shepherds, Luke
.13, 142
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5. What did good Simeon do and say, when he
came where Jesus was?

6. What did Anne, the prophetess, say, when she
came to where the child Jesus was?

7. What did our blessed Lord say respecting peace-
making? .

8. What are the words of the Lord’s prayer ?

9. What command has our blessed Lord left us in
Matt. vii. 12?2

10. To whom did our blessed Lord liken those who
obey, and those who disobey his commands ?

MATERNAL INSTRUCTION.

Intelligence'and piety are essential to sustaining our
public institutions, both civil and religious. Every
practicable means ought to be brought into operation
in order to promote these accomplishments. The most
essential of these, we must admit, is piety. This
virtue is very dependent on maternal instruction and
influence. In proportion as young mothers become
pious and skilful, our nation will become elevated in
its character, and our excellent government made
secure. Some improved plans for elevating character,
have been successfully brought into operation of latter
time. The influence of education on low and dissi-
pated families, by means of a course of education prac-
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tised in our charitable institutions, has -been very
extraordinary.

De Witt Clinton, when Governor of the State of New
York, in his message to the Legislature, stated, ¢ that
amongst the thousands who had been educated at these
schools, it had been very rare that any one of them had
ever been convicted in after time of a crime.”’

Although improvements have been made in the m-
portant business of education, yet much more remains
to be done. 1In many instances, where private families
have not had access to a good school, parents have
been very successful in teaching their children them-
selves, and occasionally employing a family tutor to
aid them. It is well known to the writer of this, that
a little girl of five years old was, the past winter, ad-
vanced from spelling in words of three letters to read-
ing understandingly in easy parts of the Bible in two
months.  Something like half an hour was daily spent
by some of the family in teaching her.  She took great
pleasure in reading about good Jesus, as she called
him, especially of his curing those who were in dis-
tress, and restoring the dead to life, and once com-
plained of her little picture books, and said they did
not tell one word about Jesus.

Children of slow parts have been known to pro-
gress rapidly, by applying instruction in such a man-
ner as to invite and draw out their latent faculties.
Those who are well taught at home, make good
scholars when they get an opportunity to attend
school. A periodical to impart information of the late

- Improvements in education, with successful examples,

as well as to furnish suitable reading for children,
3
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will probably be acceptable to the readers of this
tract.

The benefits contemplated, however, will depend es-
sentially on the co-operation of parents, in carrying the
design of the publication into effect. Should they be
as much engaged to improve their own children, and
to make it their study to qualify themselves for it, as
the teachers of schools often are to make themselves
useful to children, important and wunlooked for im-
provements will doubtless be made.

Dr. Henderson, in his work on Iceland, states, ¢ that
though there is but one school on the island, he scarcely
ever entered a hut, where he did not find individuals
capable of talking on topics altogether above the un-
derstanding of people of the same cast in other coun-
tries of Europe.”” 'The samé may be said of particular
families in our own country.

SOCIAL SCHOOLS.

Amongst the various methods of p[‘olnoting social
enjoyment and benefit, few, if any, have o
following.

A dozen or more written questions were handed to
as many young persons, and they inviteq to prepare
written anonymous answers, and meet at a certain
time and place, where they were read, and after pass-
ing remarks. they were handed to a reviewing com-

xceeded the
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mittee, who might select one or two of the essays
which they considered the most valuable, to be read
at the next monthly school, together with their pro-
posed amendments, and then put on file or recorded.

Tach of the learners were prepared with Scripture
questions, which were verbally answered by any one
of the company. After spending an hour or two with
as much social freedom as would add to their pleasure
and improvement, a_portion of Scripture selected for
the purpose was to be read to close the school. Some of
the more pious and qualified parents were willing to
superintend.

Should any of our readers incline to try the experi-
ment, they are invited to forward some of their essays,
together with a few questions, for insertion in the Visi-
tant. The following questions are proposed for the
first month.

1. What will be the probable effects of Social
Schools, and what improvements may be made on the
plan here suggested

2. What are the benefits of early rising, and the
disadvantages of a contrary course?

3. Is the choice of reading a matter of consequence?
If so, for what reasons?

4. What are the benefits of punctuality to the time
appointed for worship, and other purposes ?

5. Is the state of the world advancing or retrograd-
ing, as relates to piety and morality ?

6. What are the benefits of promoting charitable
and benevolent objects, to the giver as well as to the
receiver ?
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7. What good reasons can be given why Agur
should desire neither poverty nor riches ?
8. What are the effects of doing good for evil ?
9. What are the benefits of connecting manual la-
bour with study, in our seminaries for young men ?
10. Which of the prophecies and their fulfilment are
peculiarly interesting, and what are they ?

A PIOUS MOTIIER.

This amiable woman was the mother of seven sons
and four daughters, who all grew to be men and wo-
men. Both their literary and religious education rested
principally with the mother, and schoolg being scarce,
she exerted herself much in promoting home improve-
ment by every practicable means. She induced them
to fill up their leisure seasons by study in improving
themselves, and was very successful in her labours.
Their books consisted exclusively of the Scriptures,
and the writings of pious authors, until they were
grown to be men and women, after which they had
access to general reading, and some of them acquired
extensive general information.*

The mother had frequent opportunities in the family
for the devout reading of the Holy Scriptures, and not
unfrequently prayed with them. Her watchful care

* A pious writer says, “ the minds of the young shoulg early be filled
with the best sentiments, o as to keep out those less valuable,”
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over her household was unceasing, and she sought for
the best opportunities and seasons for correcting any
improprieties that she discovered amongst them. .»\lte
they had retired to bed, she hcqucnt!_\ visited them,
where she tenderly admonished them, and sometimes
prayed with them on those occasions.

These maternal labours had a powerful regulating
influence on the numerous family. They both loved
and feared their mother, to whom they yielded a ready
and willing obedience. Four of the number died early,
and one later in life, and all left satisfactory evidence
that they were prepared for a happy immortality.

The rest of the family all became pious, respectable
members of society, and have raised a numerous pos-
terity, who generally give reason to hope that they
will possess the virtues of their honourable grandmo-
ther. I do not recollect of the death of more than one
of the grandchildren, and that one gave satisfactory
evidence of having attained the object of the saints’
faith. After living to a good old age, this worthy
mother was gathered as a shock of corn fully ripe, to
unite with the just of all generations, leaving an ex-
ample worthy of imitation not only of her own pos-
terity, but of mothers generally.

May many who read these lines be encouraged
thereby to increasing degrees of fervency of spirit in
serving the Lord, and praying for wisdom and strength
to perform the important duty of forming the minds of
their offspring for usefulness, and endunno enjoyment,
in such a manner as to e\penence the consolatxons of
the Holy Spirit when drawing towards the close of
life and about to give an account of their stewardship.
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O what a consolation it must be to a pious mother, to
see her dying bed surrounded with a virtuous posterity,
who she has reason to hope will ere long follow her to
the regions of interminable bliss! Young mothers can-
not too soon be mindful of the vast importance of be-
ginning early to ““bend the twig, and teach the young
idea how to shoot,”” and to form the minds of their
tender offspring for never-ending enjoyment.

O for ever, and ever! Iow awful the 1lmught!
How often are mothers snatched unexpectedly away
in younger life from their precious little flock! As
early impressions are very Iusting, and go far in form-
ing the future character, how important, how wise, it
1s to begin early, and lose no opportunity for iinpress-
ing their tender susceptible minds with reverence to
the almighty Being.. As this is early fixed in their
minds, should they be left lonely orphans,
the hour of temptation and danger, be likely to remem-
ber the allseeing eye, and his gracious promise to be a
father to the fatherless. This wil] not only have a
restraining influence in preventing their falling into
temptation, but a consoling and encouraging tendency
to make them flee from evil and cleave to what they
believe is right in his sight. A lively reverential sense
of the omnipresence and majesty of the Most High,
has a no less regulating influence on thoge who realize
it, than the presence of a venerated father has in his
family. Generations yet to come wil] be likely to fecl
the benign and preserving influence of the example and
precepts of a plous mother, who has cultivated this
temper of mind in herself and in her offspring.*

* Our worthy friend Daniel Wheeler pursued nearly the same course
as this mother.

they will, in
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REJOICE EVERMORE.

Although the blooming plants forget to shoot,

The fig-tree fade, and vines deny their fruit;

No tasteful olives finish our repast;

Nor opening buds survive the wintry blast ;

The barren fields their wonted blades withhold,
And lambs no longer fill the scanty fold ;

Nor flocks nor herds around the vale be scen,

But one stern famine sweep th’ impoverish’d green,
Yet shall the God of nature claim my praise,
‘Wake my first songs, and share my latest lays.
Each night and morn shall string the duteous lyre,
And all my nerves retouch with sacred fire;

Hills, vales, and groves the sounding anthem own,
And the sweet echoes reach th’ unshaken throne,
Where reigns for ever, in unclouded day,

My guide, that lcads at once and lights my way.
He from my paths will turn th’ opposing wind,
And give my feet the swiftness of the hind;
Life’s rugged tracts make like the pleasant plains,
On whose smooth ground the trav’ler soothes his pains

REASONING WITH A CHILD.

A little boy of four years old fell from a fence, and
his teeth cut his tongue quite through, about two-thirds
of the distance across. There could be nothing done
unless the doctor would take a stitch in it. Whether
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this could be done was a doubtful case; an attemnpt was
however concluded to be made. The father sat by the
cradle and informed the child how badly he was
wounded, and that he would never be likely to tall
any more, unless the doctor could sew it up, but it
would hurt him very badly ; but if he would hold very
still, and let the doctor do it, we hoped it might grow
up and get well. The doctor drew out the steep of
his tongue with his forceps so that he could operate,
and took a good stitch through both parts, and the
little fellow never so much as flinched or made the
least noise. He was then told that he must not try to
speak short of a week, if he did, it would probably
break the stitch loose. This he also complied with.

This remarkable case shows the importance of treating
children like rational beings.

PARTED FRIENDS.

BY C. W. THOMPSON.

Parted friends may mect again,
When the storms of life are past

And the spirit freed from pain,
Basks in friendship that wil] last,

Worldly cares may sever wide—
Distant far their path may be—

But, the bond by Death untied,
They shall once again be free,
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Death—the end of care and pain—
Death—the wretch’s happiest meed—

Death can break the strongest chain—
Death is liberty indeed

Parted friends again may meet,
I'rom the toils of nature free ;
Crown’d with mercy, O how swect

Will cternal friendship be

MEMOIRS OF SAMUEL W. CLARKE, AS
GIVEN BY HIS MOTHER.

As our young readers love to understand what they
read, we explain the meaning of some of the words in
the following beautiful account of little Samuel W.
Clarke. If you learn these words well, you can the bet-
ter understand it.

Infancy—when little children.
Extraordinary—more than common.
Attachment—Ilove or regard.
Apprehension—opinion or fear.
Accuracy—exactness, nicety.
Excellence—very good.
Anxious—uneasy, or very desirous.
Momentous—weighty.
Illuminated—enlightened.
Absorbed—swallowed up.
Preference—to like one thing better than another.
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Preceding—going before.

Acceded—allowed or agreed to.

Attracted—drawn or invited to.

Disgust—dislike.

Manifestly—plainly.

Occurred—happened.

Our beloved son was born on the 14th of December,
1805. I'rom infancy to six or seven years of age,
there was nothing extraordinary in his character cx-
cept his attachment to old people. He was tender in
his feelings, affectionate to his parents and sisters,
quick in his apprehension, and endued with an accu-
racy of observation and memory which promised not
only usefulness but excellence. Ie was an object of
more than common interest to all that knew him.

When seven years of age, our dear son had his
young heart very much affected and engaged on the
subject of religion. T had till that time lived without
the true and saving knowledge of God in t}e heart,
though what the world calls a believer, but the day-
star then, I trust, began to rise in my soul, and the
day-spring from on high to visit me, and I became
deeply anxious to instruct my dear children in the
great doctrines and momentous truths on which I now
rested the salvation of my own soul.

Our dear son seemed earnestly engaged on these
subjects; his mind was in a remarkable manner illu-
minated and absorbed by these great truths, and his
conversation was to our surprise clear, connected and
fluent. He addressed himself to old ang young, to the
servants as well as his companions, insisting on obedi-
ence to our Heavenly I'ather and love to his only Son,



THE FRIENDLY VISITANT. 27

as the only foundation of happiness here and hereafter,
painting in the words of Scripture the dreadful state
of the disobedient.

He seemed particularly engaged for the blacks. On
a visit to his uncle’s, he conversed much with an aged
coloured woman belonging to the house, who was
pious, but could not read the Bible. He wanted to
teach her to read, but as he could not do that he said
he would tell her what was in it.  He endeavoured to
instruct his sisters, and I have often wept on observing
the precious impressions of the Holy Spirit on such
young hearts. All this time he had not learned to
read the Bible with ease, but it was constantly in his
hand.

My dear son informed me of his wish to attend the
Quaker meeting. I consented that he should malke
trial, and ever after was a constant attendant at their
usual house for worship. e soon began to form ac-
quaintances with those of that society, and became
much attached to some of the ancient members. His
first attendance and preference was entirely independent
of my personal acquaintance with those people. Their
meetings in the middle of the weelk attracted his atten-
tion, and I made arrangements for his dismissal from
school at the proper hour.

He attended their meeting for worship preceding
their meeting for business, and being anxious to sit n
the latter, it was proposed and acceded to by the mem-
bers. I have noticed with surprise that my dear child
returned from these meetings, which lasted from three
to five hours, without the least appearance of fatigue,
or disgust, or hunger. e wished to dress In their
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manner, and to use their language, and desired me to
excuse him from the usual forms of address and salu-
tation.

I acceded entirely to his wishes in this as well as ali
other particulars connected with his religion, believing
that I had no right to interfere in regulating a mind so
manifestly taught by the Spirit of God.

The dear boy requested me to say grace in my heart
before meals, declaring his own intention and wish to
give the Lord thanks always, and wanted that I should
induce his uncle and aunt to join us. His conversa-
tion was now serious and pious. He began the Bible,
intending to read it through. IHis sisters were bap-
tized, but I left him perfectly at liberty to choose for
himself, and he refused to join them, saying that he
believed in but one baptism, and that of the Holy
Spirit.

Our town was very sickly the last winter, and many
deaths occurred, which made a deep Impression on his
mind. He often, in a solemn manner, remarked on
our uncertain existence, and the great necessity there
was for a due preparation for death. He was in the
habit of drawing considerations for the improvement
of the heart from any striking or interesting occur-
rences, such as the one just mentioned, the deliverance
of his friends or neighbours from dangers or misfor-
tunes, the public punishment of those who had trans-
gressed the laws of the country. He dwelt very
strongly and earnestly on the hope which he felt from
the confession and conduct of a criminal, that God
would give him repentance and forgive his sins.

The great and essential doctrines of Jesus Christ
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were made plain to his understanding, and he could
give as good a reason for the hope that was in him, as
most of those who are much older. He adhered uni-
formly to the faith he had embraced, and zealously
defended the Qualkers’ practices and belief, repeating
his hope, and expectation of being a Quaker preacher.
It was a matter of great satisfaction to him if he could
induce his young friends to attend meeting with him.

In the midst of all our hopes, both spiritual and
temporal, God saw meet to remove him from us and
tale him to himself. Eight days’ anguish and sickness
severed him from our arms for ever. His age was
nine years.

ADVANTAGE OF EARLY RELIGION.

Happy the child, whose tender years,
Receive instruction well ;

Who hates the sinner’s path, and fears
The road that leads to hell.

When we give up our youth to God,
"T'is pleasing in his eyes :
A flower, that’s offered in the bud,

Is no vain sacrifice.

"Tis easy work, if we begin
To fear the Lord betimes ;
While sinners, who grow old in sin,

Are hardened in their crimes.



30 THE FRIENDLY VISITANT.

*T'will save us from a thousand snares,
To mind religion young;
It will preserve our following years,

And make our virtue strong.

To thee, Almighty God! to thee
Our childhood we resign ;
"Twill please us to look back and sce

"That our whole lives were thine.

Let the sweet work of prayer and praise
Employ our youngest breath
Thus we're prepared for longer days,
Or fit for early death. WarTs.

SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS FOR CHILDREN.

1. What was the language of Abraham to Lot when
their husbandmen differed, Genesis, chap. 137

2. What was the testimony of the Lord respecting
Abraham, Gen. 18—19?

3. What were the words of Balaam when he saw
the children of Israel abiding in their tents, Num. 2-1
— 5,67

4. What are the words of the first commandment,
Exodus 20—1 to 7?

5. What was Mary’s choice, Luke 10—42 ?

6. What did our blessed Lord say respecting the
merciful, and must we be kind and merciful to all liv-
ing creatures—Matt. 5—7?
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7. What was the prophecy of Zechariah, 9—9, and
how was it fulfilled, Matt. 21—6, 7, 8, 92

8. What was the prophecy of Isaiah, 85—5? and
what is said of its fulfilment, John 9—06, 7? Matt. 11
—35, and 15—30, 31, and 21—142

SAUL, OR PAUL TIE APOSTLE.

Paul was a learned man and zealous for the Jews,
but he persecuted those that loved Jesus. When that
good man Stephen was stoned to death, he was con-
senting to it, and kept the clothes of the young men
while they killed Stephen. He haled both men and
women and committed them to prison.

As he was going to seck such as he could find that
loved Jesus, suddenly there shined round about him a
light from heaven; and he fell to the earth, and heard
a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me? And Saul said, who art thou, Lord? And
the Lord said, I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest.
And Saul, trembling and astonished, said, Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do? And Jesus told him what
he should do. And when Paul got up he was blind,
and remained so for three days; and they led him to
Damascus. And there was a good man named Ana-
nias, who went to see him, and putting his hands on
him, said, brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that ap-
peared to thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent

-~



32 THE FRIENDLY VISITANT.

me that thou mightest receive thy sight and be filled
with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell
from his eyes as it had been scales, and he received
his sight, and after a few days he began to preach and
to persuade people to love Jesus, but all that heard
him were amazed, and said, is not this he who de-
stroyed those who called on the name of Jesus.  And
after many days the Jews tool counsel to kill him, and
they watched the gates day and night to murder him.
Then the disciples took him by night, and let him
down the wall in a basket, and he went away to Jeru-
salem; but the good Jews were afraid of him; but
Barnabas told them that he had become a good man,
and loved Jesus; then the disciples were willing he
should stay with them, and he preached boldly in the
hame of Jesus, but the Grecians wanted to kill him,
but his brethren sent him away, so that his encmies did
not hurt him. And the Holy Ghost sent Paul and
Barnabas to preach and to persuade people to believe
on Jesus ; and there was a good man whose name was
Sergius Paulus, who desired to hear them, but a wicked
man named Bar-Jesus, opposed and told the good man
not to hear Barnabas and Paul, but Paul reproved him
and he became blind and went about seeking some to
lead him by the hand. They went on to Iconium, and
preached there a good while, and many were convinced
and loved Jesus; but the wicked folks were angry and
wanted to stone them ; but they went away to Lystra,
where Paul cured a lame man, an( many believed on
Jesus. But others were angry with him and stoned
him, and supposing he was dead, dragged him out of
the city, but while the disciples stood around him, he
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rose up and came into the city. And the next day
they went on their journey, and preached in many
places and encouraged the people to be good, and told
them it was through much tribulation we go to hea-
ven. And when they came to Antioch, they gathered
the church together and told them about their journey.

Then Paul and Silas travelled together, and they
came to the house of a kind woman named Lydia ; and
a young woman came there possessed of an evil spirit,
and Paul cured her, but some of the people were
angry with Paul and Silas, and when they had laid
many stripes on them, cast them into prison, and made
their feet fast in the stocks. At midnight Paul and
Silas prayed and sang praises to God; and suddenly
there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations
of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the
doors were opened and every one’s bands were loosed.
And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep,
and seeing the prison doors opened, he drew out his
sword and would have killed himself, supposing the
prisoners were fled and he should have to be punished
for letting them get away. But Paul cried with a loud
voice, saying, do thyself no harm, for we are all here.
Then the jailer called for a light, and came trembling
to Paul and Silas, and asked them what he should do
to be saved ? and they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou and thy family shall be saved. Then
the jailer washed their stripes, and gave them some-
thing to eat, and believing in God he and his family
rejoiced. And they went again to see Lydia. And
coming to Thessalonica, they told them about Jesus,

how good he was and how the Jews had crucified him,
4 ,
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and that he had arisen from the dead; and a great
multitude of the Greeks and of the best women be-
lieved ; but the wicked people were angry, and Paul
and Silas went away in the night and got clear of
them. After these things Paul came to Corinth, where
he found a good man named Aquilla, and his wife’s
name was Priscilla. Here Paul staid a year and six
months, and helped them tomake tents, for he was a tent-
maker like them. Then spake the Lord by night in a
vision to Paul, and said, Be not afraid, but spealk and
not hold thy peace, for I am with thee and no man
shall hurt thee. So Paul preached about Jesus and
many believed. But some of the Jews were angry
and beat poor Paul for trying to persuade them to be
good. Then Paul travelled and preached in many
places, and God wrought special miracleg by the hands
of Paul. So that from his body were brought unto
the sick, handkerchiefs and aprons, and the sick peo-
ple were cured, and many believed on the Lord Jesus.
And some who had bad books burnt them. The peo-
ple had made an image and named it Diana, and they
worshipped it, but Paul told them they must worship
God. A silversmith whose name was Demetrius, got
a great deal of money for making silver things for Di-
ana, and he wanted the people to worship the image
so that he should not lose his business, and he and the
other silversmiths were angry, but the town-clerk
wanted them to be quiet and let Payl alone, and so
they went away. :

Paul stayed at Troas seven days and preached to
the people, and one evening he continued hjg speech
till midnight. And there was a young man named
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Eutychus who sat in a chamber window, and he got to
sleep and fell from the third story, and was taken up
dead. And Paul went down and restored him to life
again, and the people were very glad.  When Paul
was at Miletus he sent and called together the good
people ; he told them that he had a great deal of
trouble, for while he was trying to persuade the peo-
ple to repent and believe on Jesus, some were angry
with him, and tried to kill him. But he says, None
of these things move me, neither count I my life dear
to myself, so that I may finish my course with joy.
1Te told his friends that he was going up to Jerusalem,
and they should never see his face any more. And he
kneeled down and prayed, and they all wept and fell
on Paul’s neck and kissed him, and they accompanied
him to the ship. And when he had come to Jerusa-
lem he told the apostle James and the good people
there about his journey, and that a great many of the
Gentiles who worshipped images had repented and
loved Jesus, and when they heard it they were very
glad. But the Jews came and the people ran together
and took Paul, and drew him out of the temple, and as
they were about to kill him, the chief captain stopped
them, and commanded him to be bound with two
chains, but Paul wanted to speak for himself, and there
was a great silence, and he stood on the stairs and
made his defence. And there was a great dissension
among the people, and the chief captain fearing lest
Paul should have been pulled in pieces, sent soldiers
and took him away. And the night following the
Comforter, the Holy Ghost, came to comfort him, and
told him to be of good cheer. We read that Jesus
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promised to send the Comforter to those who love him,
when they are in trouble. More than forty Jews
agreed that they would not eat till they had killed
Paul. But the chief captain sent Payl away to Felix,
the Governor. After five days the Jews came and
told Felix that Paul was a bad man. But Felix let
Paul speak for himself. When Paul reasoned of right-
eousness, temperance, and Judgment to come, Ielix
trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time, and
when I have a more convenient season I will call for
thee. Felix commanded a soldier to keep Paul and to
let him have his liberty; and he continued there two
years. Then the wicked people came to Festus, and
wanted he should let Paul be killed, but he would not
consent, but had him sent to king Agrippa. And Paul
stretched forth his hand and told Agrippa how it was,
and Agrippa was pleased, and sai] to Paul, Thou
almost persuadest me to be a Christian. And Agrippa
sent .Paul. to Rome in Italy, a great way off. And
entering into a ship, they sailed away. After some
days there arose a great wind and tempest, and when
neither sun nor stars had appeared for three days, all
hope that they should be saved was lost. But Paul
stood forth and told them to be of good cheer, for
there shall be no loss of any man’s life, for there stood
by me this night an angel of God, and said, Fear not,
Paul. After fourteen nights Paul wanted the people to
eat, telling them to be of good cheer, for there should
not an hair fall from any one of them, meaning that they
should not be drowned, so they minded Paul, and eat,
and were all of good cheer, being two hundred and
sixty-six persons. And when they had eaten enough,
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they lichted the ship and cast out the wheat into the
sea. The soldiers wanted to have Paul and the other
prisoners to be killed, lest any of them should swim
out and escape, but the centurion told them to swim
out, and some of them got on to boards, and some on
to broken pieces of the ship, and they all got safe to
land on the Island of Melita; and the poor folks there
were kind, and when Paul had made a fire, there came
a viper and fastened on his hand, and when the people
saw it, they thought he was a murderer, and expected
he would swell upand die; but he shook off the poisonous
snake into the fire and felt no harm ; then they said he
was a god. Paul continued there three months and
cured many sick people; he then went in another
ship towards Rome. And the Christians came to the
three taverns to meet Paul, and he thanked God and
took courage. When they came to Rome, the cen-
turion delivered Paul to the captain of the guard, and
a soldier kept him and gave him liberty, but he had to
wear a chain. He lived in his own hired house two
years and preached to the people, telling them about
Jesus and persuading them to love him 'md obey his
commands, so that thLy mlrrht be happy in this life,
and when they come to (he their souls would go to
live with the blessed Jesus and be happy for ever and
ever.
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From the Yearly Meeting of Friends in London, by adjournments,
Jrom the 20th to the 30th, inclusive, of the fifth month, 1818.

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings in Great Britain and Ircland.

Dear Friesps,—A fear having prevailed in this
meeting, that the minds of many of the children of
Friends are suffered to remain in a state of much ignor-
ance respecting the great truths of the Christian reli-
gion; and this fear being confirmed by information
now received, of their too frequent want of almost any
instruction when first introduced to our public schools,
we feel it our duty to express the desire which dwells
on our minds, that the attention of parents, and others
~amongst us who have the care of children, may be
more directed to training them up ““in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.”

Parents, as they watch the opening capacities of their
beloved offspring, may instil into them, during their
very early years, (a period when. prejudice and worldly
temptations present but little obstruction to the work)
the first principles of religion. It is their indispen-
sable duty to seek opportunities for this purpose ; that
they may impress upon their children the fear and the
love of God; and point their early affections to the
blessed Jesus, who laid down his life for them, and has
in a peculiar manner called them unto himself. ¢ Suf-
fer little children to come unto me, and forbid them
not.”

A highly important means for promoting these ob-
jects, is instruction in the Holy Scriptures. No study
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is more interesting to children when it is Judiciously
presented to their attention. It isa pleasant and most
useful employment to store their tender minds with a
knowledge of those sacred histories which so beauti-
fully display the wisdom and love of God; to malke
them acquainted with the types and prophecies which
represented beforehand the coming and character of
Christ ; and to point out to them those essential truths
which were fully brought to light by the gospel. In
the course of such instruction, their minds ought to
be directed to those parts of Scripture which clu(uldle
our pccuhm religious testimonies. Thus, as they ad-
vance in life, the) will know on what their profession
rests. An increasing attachment to that profession
will also be plomoted in them, by their being led to
peruse the history of our Soc1etv. and ccpecmll\ the
interesting lives of our early predecessors.

As Friends are thus concerned to communicate to
their tender charge a knowledge of Christian truth, we

‘believe that they will themselves often derive instruc-

tion as well as comfort from the work. In prosecut-
ing this work, however, let us remember that we can-
not, of ourselves, produce religion in the mind; and
that the letter is of value to us only as it introduces to
the spirit,

On this principle, we must make it our chief object
to direct the early and constant attention of our off-
spring to the Spirit of Christ within them, from which
alone can spring the fruits of righteousness: we must
wait upon that Spirit ourselves, for ability to perforin
our parental duties; and we must seek the Lord in
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prayer, for his blessing upon our efforts. And let it
be your concern, dear friends, to fix in your children
also, the habit of prayer: teach them, that of them-
selves they can do nothing; let them be accustomed,
in early life, to religious retirement ; an( tenderly ad-
vise them to lift up their hearts, morning by morning,
and evening by evening, to the Author of all their mer-
cies. Thus they will experience preservation, and as
they increase in stature, will increase also in favour
with God and man.

Finally, may you be encouraged above everything,
to set before them, in your own conduct, a truly Chris-
tian example. Let them behold, in your pure conver-
sation and humble deportment, the true beauty of ho-
liness; and let the sweetness of your spirits, and the
gentleness of your demeanor, be 3 means of leading
them ““to prefer Jerusalem above theiy chief joy.”

As Friends of all classes become more completely
alive to the duty of promoting, as we have now recom-
mended, the religious edification of thej, beloved chil-
dren, we fully believe that, through divine grace, the
good fruit will be conspicuous, and that very many will
be raised up from amongst us, to glorify the God of
their fathers.

We are, with love, your Friends and Brethren.

Signed in and behalf of the Yearly-Meeting by

WiLLiam DiLnworTy CrEwDSsON,

Clerk to the .Mectz'ng this Year.

[(5= The several Quarterly Meetings are earnestly
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recommended to pay solid attention to the Important
subject of this Epistle, and to make such use and djs-
tribution of it as may best answer the purpose in-
tended.*]

THE BIBLE.

I have regularly and attentively read these Holy Scriptures; and I
am of opinion, that this volume, independently of its Divine origin, con-
tams more true sublimity, morc exquisite beauty, more pure morality,
more important history, and finer strains both of poetry and eloquence,
than can be collected from all other books, in whatever age or language
they may have been composed.—Sir Williarn Jones.

What a blessing is a wise and venerated father! His
presence disposes every child in his family to regularity
and good order. So it is with the great family of
mankind who reverence our Heavenly Father. What-
ever promotes this is of inestimable value. The con-
tents of the Bible in an eminent degree produce this
effect. The wisdom, power, majesty and goodness of an
almighty Being, unfolded in the Holy Scriptures, strike
us with awe and veneration. No other writings are
to be compared to them for producing this effect.