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And on fome other Cuftoms;

Submitted, with a heart overflowing with good will, to
the notice and confideration of the profeffors of the
Chriftian name, in the different religious focieties ;

By JOHN KENDALL.

« People are rejoiced, and feel much complacency
in that pomp and high appearance in themfelves, and
others, which is not confiftent with Chriftian gravity : alfo
in fhews, which fill the heart with vain ideas, and tend to
ftir up impure paflions.”
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REMARKS, &c.

T has often gricved me to obierve
difpofition in my neighbeurs and ac-
quaintance, to attend the plays and ab
femblies, and other places of publick
cntertainment, more elpecially at a time
when we are called upon, by the alnoft
unparalleled affli€tions which at prefent
attend a neighbouring nation, and the
late vifitation of Heaven by ficknefs,
among thofe who are more nearly allied
A3 to



(6

to us,* to be fober-minded, and amend
our ways; as the like may be permitted
to reach us, if our tranfgreflions fhould
fo increafe as to require fuch chatftife-
ment.

1 would have us difpofed to feek the
favour and blefling of the Almighty, by
breaking off from our fins ; and ordering
our lives, through his 'aﬂiﬁance, in great
fobriety and temperance ; rather than in-
dulging ourfelves in vain fhews, which
tend to unfit for the concerns of immor-
tal fpirits: whofe happinefs confifts in
the pradtice of virtue, and a near ap-
proach' to that Sovereign Good, without

whofe favour no happinefs can be ex.
perienced.

¥ Thecity of Philadelphia is here meant, where
upwards of 3000 of the inhabitants dicd by a fick-

nefs not much different from the plague, in the
foace of a few months,

Though
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Though the enterrainments of tlic
ftage continue to be ufed, as though they
were neceflary to the well-being of a
people, and are not difullowed by the
law of the land; I can venture to fay,
they are difallowed by the law of right-
eoufnefs placed in our minds; and are
contrary to the nature of the religion we
profefs, and the injunétions of thofe fa-
cred records we fo much place our de-
pendance upon, as a rule of our faith
and pra&ice. We fhall find nothing in
the pra&ice or precepts of Chrift (the
great example and high prieft of our
profeffion) or in the writings of his
apoftles, to countenance thefe diverfions g
but inftead of it, a conftant warchfulnels
recommended. So that it will not be
eafy to open any part of the New Tellu-
ment, without mecting with paflages which
tend to fhew us the neceflity of uiing our
endeavours to be prepared for a removal

from this fcene of aion: in which,
. whilft
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whillt we are doubtful concerning many
things; and fee only in part, as to the
wonderful produ&ions of nature, and the
condut of the great Author of our be-
ing, in the formation of man, and the
earth he inhabits; we are certain as
to the teftimony of our confcience ; which
informs us of the way we fhould walk,
and what tends to promote the peace of
our minds, and the favour of heaven ;
as the prophet declares, “ God hath
¢ fhewed thee, O man, what is good :
and what doth the Lord require of
thee, but to do jultly, love mercy,
and walk humbly with thy God

<<
£

<<

Let us be awakened by the intimations
of decay, which we feel, from time to
time, in ourfelves, and the frequent ob-
je€ts of mortality placed before us. They

ought to be regarded as calls to

prepare
for our removal,

The time of fick-
nefs, and greag bodily weaknefs, is not

the
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time to be depended upon for working
out our falvation, with fear and tremb-
ling, as the apoftle advifes ; but rather a
time when our greateft comfort fhould
be to look back upon the former. part of
our lives, and confider the facrifices of
love and obedience we have made to the
great Author of our being; and how
we have endeavoured to. walk before
him (through the afliftance of his gocd
fpirit) in all holinefs of life and conver--
{ation, with.a perfe& hearl. Even then
we have nothing to depend upon but the
mercies of a gracious God, through his
Son Jefus Chrift, who remembers our
weaknefs, and has fent help to us; it we
are willing: to receive ir, and make ufe-
of it..

But what will become of thofe, who,,
negledting this great falvation, perfilt in
the indulgence oflvain inclinations, being
lovers of pleafure more than lovers. of.

B: God ;.
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God; to whom ferioufnefs, and ferious
people, or ferious thoughts, are burden-
fome; of whom it may be faid, too truly,
they live as without God in the world ?
‘What will be the end of thefe? If the
righteous fcarcely are faved, where will
the ungodly and finner appear ? *

To fpeak freely, 1 can fee nothing in
thefe affemblies, or in the difcourfes of
the ftage, which has a tendency to pro-
mote the pra&tice of piety, or a good

- life; but, on the contrary, they are likely
to weaken the Deft refolutions which may
be formed to amend our ways, and re-
form our lives. Meeting with many i
thefe places, who are difpofed for pl( a-
fure, we are in danger of being brought
to lay afide the reftraints of religion, by
thch only we can be kept in the bounds
of Chriftian moderation. I would therefore
advife my neighbours and acquaintance,

1 Pet. iv, 8,
and
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and all into whofe hands thefe may
come, to decline the practice of attend-
ing them, if they have at any time in-
dulged themfelves in it. I think it moft
of all unfuitable for the minifters of re-
ligion to countenance thefe entertain-
mients, by their prefence, or in any other
way. I would warn them to keep ata
diftance, left harms fhould come whiclh
they may not expeét. No example, how-
ever, of others (in whatever {tation they
may be) fhould draw us to a conformity
in things which our confcience ditates
not to be expedient nor fafe for us. If we
ilieuld tranigrefs the rule of virtue and
Lolinefs placed in our minds, as a di-
reGion and help to us in cur paffage
through life ; who knows but we may be
left to follow the devices of a wicked
heart, till great mifchief comes? The
contelt with cvil inclinations muft be
kept up, or we {hall foon be loft to what
is good for us here, and will prove of
B2 ever-
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everlafting advantage hereafter. If we
“indulge in the pleafures of this world,
we muft part with the peace and inward
complacency of a converfation ordered
in God’s fear : which may be called his
kingdom, here begun on earth, in the

hearts of thofe who follow him in the
way of his leadings.

Another confideration makes me di-
approve of the cuftom ; which is, that
few, if any, attend the play-houfe from
religious motives, to be inftru&ted and
benefited as to their moral condu& ; bur,
I am apprehenfive people go, for the
moft part, with a view of being enter-
rained, and diverted by ludicrous fhews
and difcourfes, and other performances
which tend to enervate the mind. If the

g.dv.cc of the apoflle is regarded * to

bifain from all appearance of evil,”
we fhall keep away from thefe nur-
feries of vice, and find a more rational

and.
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and Chriftian-like way of fpending our
tme. '

I would further obferve, that we cannot
with fafety conclude, that, becaufe thefe
entertainments have been long in ufe,
and are become general, they are there-
fore allowable. If any cuftoms of thofe
who 1ived before us appear to be incon-
fiftent with the religion we make pro-
feflion of, it will be right to lay them
afide. The frame of the human mind is
fuch as to admit of improvement from
age to age; fo that things which were
pradtifed in former times, arc now fcen
to be improper, and are no longer in ule,
as might be fhewn in many inftances : and
we are ready to wonder how men could
be fo void of a right underftanding, as not
to fee the impropriety of fuch conduét.

Thus I wuft it will be in fome future
time, with refpe® to ftage entertain-

B 3 mMents 3
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ments, if the inconfiltency of them fhould
not be feen by us of the prefent age. As
light and truth rife, like the fun, on
the minds of people, and they are obe-
dient to them in fucceeding times ; thefec,
with fome other things will be removed
from ftates and mnations profefling the
Chriftian name, and be no longer in ufe.
This is my belief; which affords me
comfort, in a profped of the increafing

happinefs which may attend fome future
generation.

But however it may be in fucceeding
times, we are to attend to the dlfCO\C-
vies of truth in the prefent time 3 and as
;xny information or warning comes to us,
it will not be fafe lnﬁlly to rejedt it, be-
cavfe it comes not in the way our reafon
may fuggelt, or may be contrary to the
lentiments we have of things, from pre-
judices of education, or otherwife. We
fhould remember, many difcoveries of

truth
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truth have been made by means of inftru-
ments, weak in the fight of men, and of
low condition in this world, Dbut favoured
by heaven with wifdom beyond many of
their fellow-creatures : and much good
would have come from their inftruétions,
had they been regarded.

I fpeak this, that there may be a dif-
pofition to receive what is propofed for
our good. Itis well known we muft be
removed from this ftate of trial, and that
it often happens in a way and time which
are net expeited. We are alfo aflured
there is a future {tate, in which the moft
excellent part of us will exift through un-
numbered ages; and that there are
joys prepared, as the reward of virtuous
condu&; and unfpeakable forrow for
thofe who err from the path of virtues;
according to the mercy and juftice of the
great Ruler of the univerfe. Suchthoughts
{hould make us defirous of fpending our

days
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days in the fear of God; waiting, with
a humble hope of being admitred into
his prefence, to join the aflembly of the
righteous of all generations. But if the
God who made wus is not in our thoughts,
but rather an anxious purfuit afrer the
perifhing enjoyments and pleafures of this
life; what fhall we have 1o depend
upon, when they -arc taken from us?
How fhall the woid be filled up in our
minds, when the world, and all that g
in it, finks under our feet; and leaves us
without thofe comforts we have been
ufed to draw our {upport from ?

Tam inclined to add the

fome excellent perfons in
this fubje&,

fentiments of

times paft on
in hopes their Judgment may
tend to check thefe indulgencics.

Archbithop Tillotfon fays of plays :

*¢ They are not fit to be admitted in
“¢ a.civilized, much lefs a Chriftian, na-

¢ tion.
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tion. They do moft notorioufly minifter
to vice and infidelity. By their pro-
fanencfs they are apt ro inflil bad prin-
ciples into the minds of men, and to
leflen that awe and reverence which
all men ought to have of God and re-
ligion: and by their lewdnefs they
teach vice, and are apt to infe& the
minds of men, and difpofe them to
lewd and diffolute practices.”

Another writer remarks ¢¢ Thofe
who think that plays make no ill im-
preflion on them, becaufe they do not

find them excitc any formed evil de-

fire, deceive.themfelves greatly. There
are many degrees before one comes to
an entire corruption of mind; and it
is always hurtful to the foul, to deftroy
the ramparts which fecured it from
temptation. One does net begin to
fall when the fall becomes {enfible.
The fallings-of the foul are flow; they

¢ have
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have progreflions and preparations.
We may be overcome by a temptation,
only bir having weakened ourfelves
in occafions which feemed of no im-
portance : he who defpifes fmall things
fhall fall by litle and litle. Let not
thofe who do not find that romances
and plays excite in their minds thofe
paffions which are apprehended from
them, think themfelves therefore in
fafety 5 and let them not imagine thefe

books and fights have done them no
hurt.

“ But fappofing it true, that plays.
have no ill effe@ upon fome perfons,
they cannot, however, think them-
felves Dblamelefs in being prefent at
them.  Plays are not a&ed for one
perfon alone, they are expofed to all
forts, of which the greater part are
weak and corrupted ; and to whom,

“ Dy confequence, they are extremely

¢ dan-
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dangerous. Tis their faul, you’ll fay,
to go to them in that ftate. That’s true,
but you authorize them by your ex-
ample : you contribute to make them
look on plays as a thing indifferent;
the more regular you are in other ac-
tions, the bolder they are to imitate
you in this—You are acceflary then to
their fin; and if plays give you no
wounds of themfelves, you wound
yourfelves by thofe which others re-
ceive from your example and thus
you are the moft guilty. Let it be con-
fidered.”

Nothing better fhews the  danger. of

plays, and how much they are forbidden
to Chriftians, than their oppofition to the
ftate of mind in which we ought to en-
Jeavour to eftablifh ourfelves, by conti-
nual requefts for prefervation. For temp-
tations Dbeing in @ mannher continual,

prayer,
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prayer, which is the remedy againft them,
oughtto be fo too.

It appears by writings of the Chriftians
in the firft ages of the church, that they
confidered the entertainments of the ftage
contrary to their profeflion, and wholly
unlawful for them. It will be well for
us to confider, if they are any more al.
lowable to us of the prefent time, who
are called by the fame name, and profefs
to be reformed from the {uperftition and
other grofs pradtices of a degenerated
church.

One of the carly writers thus exprefles
Jumfelf ;

“ Many imagine it is not certain there
is any fin in going to the play; but,
¢ whatever they may think of it plays
¢ do certainly caufe abundance of evil::
s for the pleafure that is taken in them

(49 ,Pl:o-

£¢
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produces all forts of debauchiery.. We
are not only obliged to avoid fin, but
we ought alfo to fhun thofe things
which do infenfibly lead. to it.”?

He adds,

¢ Tt is not fit for us to pafs our time
in diverfions and entertainments, which
arc only fit for players. This is by
no means the {pirit of thofe who are
called to an eternal kingdom ; whofe
names are written in the celeftial city,
and profcfs a fpiritual warfare. Itis
fatan who has made an art of thefe
diverfions to draw away the foldiers
of Jefus Chrift to himfelf, and to re-
lax the vigour of their virtue. For
this end he has caufed theatres to be
ereGed in publick places; and makes
ufe of them to infet, as with a plague,
the whole city. St. Paul has forbid

foolifh jefting, and whatever tends to
¢ vain
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*¢ vain diverfion ; but fatan perfuades us

13

to love both the one and the other.”

A writer of great note, and general

efteem, of later times, fays,

‘ce
(13
<<
<<
LC
(19
€<
3
(49
<¢
(X3
(44
113
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¢¢ The hearts of men are fo perverfe
and blind, that they imagine the world
to be in full felicity, when the in-
habitants of it think of nothing but
adorning and embellithing their ‘houfes,
whilft they take no notice of the ruin
of their fouls ; when magnificent the-
atres are built, and the foundations of
virtue thrown down; when the abun-
dance of the rich maintains the luxury
of players, whilft the poor want what
is meceflary for their fubfiftance. If
God permits thefe diforders to pre-
vail, and leaves thefe crimes unpunifh-
ed, ’tis then he may be faid to punith
them moft feverely; but when by
poverty he prevents the increafe and

- ¢ excefs
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< excefs of voluptuoufnefs and diffipa-
< tion, however contrary to our defires,
<¢ it is an effe& of his mercy.”

Having made thefe remarks on the
ftage entertainments which are {o much
attended to, in the prefent time, (in my
apprehenfion to the great hurt of the
nation, both in its civil and religious ca-
pacity), and eafed my mind a little of the
weight which I have felt on this account ;
I fhall proceed to fay {fomething concern-
ing the difpofition for reading Novels,
and other books calculated to afford di-
verfion and entertainment ; the fale and
hire of which make a confiderable part
of the bufinefs of a bookfeller, in moft
parts of the nation. The hurt which
attends the reading thefe books is like
to be great, to the youth in particular;
who, inftead of being formed to the
pradtice of religion and virtue, and in-
ftru&ted in a Chriftian-like condud&, by

~ frequent
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frequent reading the Holy Scriptures,
and other excellent writings which may
tend to form gocd principles, have their
minds filled with ideas of vanity and
lightnefs, and are ready to forget the
obligation: of a humble walking in the
fear of God, in a land from which. they
muft foon be removed !

If Chriftian chara&ers were' exhibited’
in thefe compofitions, with a view to
promote the interefts of religion and piety
(which I fear is feldom the cafe) ; there
would be the lefs objection to them; but
when it appears they are intended merely
for the purpofe of amufement, and rather-
to banith {ferious. thoughts and reflec.
tions, than to ftrengthen them in us; it
gives room to fear great harm will come
from this method of fpending our pre-
cious time : much the fame as by feeing
and hearing the adtions and {peeches of
the ftage ; and ought to be cqually avoid-

ed
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ed by thofe who defire to be helped in
all the ways of promoting their beft in-
terefts, and to be preferved from the
contaminating evils of a wicked world.

I would alfo caution againft reading
fome publications of the prefent time,
which, under a fpecious appearance, tend
to fubvert the doérines of Chriftianity ;
by a prefumptuous abufe of reafon, and
by vain difputations, after the rudiments
of the world, and not after Chrift.

Having faid thus much on fome cuf-
toms of the prefent time, which have a
tendency to lay walte the obligations of
religion, and lead from that humility and
fear, which are the ornaments of the
Chriftian profeflion; I am inclined to
take notice of the great negle& which ap-
pears amongft us, both in thofe of high
and low degree, in attending places of
worfhip, on the day appointed by the

laws of the land for this purpofe.
If
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If the number of fervants who are ems
ployed to prepare our food, to ornament
our perfons, and provide for our travel-
ling from one place to another, on this
day, were rightly confidered ; it would fill
our minds with fympathy, for fo many of
our fellow creatures, who are thus de-
prived of the opportunity of publick in-
ftru&ion; and it is to be feared have little,
if any, afforded them at other times. If
it is true that we often want to be re-
minded of our duty, and that even with
frequent inftruction we are apt to deviate
from a virtuous conduc ; how is it like
to be with this numerous clafs of the
people, who are left in a neglected ftate,
as if they had no other part to provide
for than their perithing bodies ; nor any
other concern than what relates to the
prefent life and its enjoyments ? Whereas,
it is certainly known, they have fouls to
be faved or loft, and are in the fame
awful ftate of trial with thofe they ferve.

God
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God has declared by his prophet, « The

<« fouls of men are his, as the foul of the
¢ Father, fo alfo the foul of the Son is
¢¢ mine; the foul that finneth it fhall die.”*

I would not be thought to place fo
much ftrefs upon the attending of publick
worfhip on certain days of the week, as
to infinuate that it will make amends for
the mifcondu& of other days; orthat the
obfervance of any rites or ceremonies,
will be available to obtain the favour of
Heaven, whillt we remain in 2 ftate of
traﬁfgreﬁion, and are violating the righte-
ous law of God written in our hearts.

Let us mourn for the condition of
thoufands of our fellow creatures, Who
are left in a great meafure deftitute of
outward inflru&ion, wallowing in the
mire of {in and pollution without reftraint ;
unlefs they are ftopped in their courfe by

# Ezek, xviil, 4 '

the
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the immediate vification ‘of Heaven -
which muft not be prefumed upon, but
the means of help and inftru&ion are to
be made ufe of. ‘

I confider the ftate of many, who are
employed in the different manufaGories
and trades of the nation, as workmen,
who are no further under the dire&ion of
their mafters, than to do the work ap-
pointed them, and receive their wages;
how they fpend much of their time in
publick houfes, and contra& habits of
drinking ftrong liquors to the great
injury of their health: fo that num.
bers are brought to their graves who
might have lived many more years,
and been ufeful members of {ociety,
had they conducted themfelves by the
tules of reafon and religion, and kept
within the limits of temperance. Having
been in the pradtice of fpending much of
their time in thefe houfes, on other days

of
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of the weck, they have no comfort mn
“aitending a place of publick worfhip on
the day appointed for this purpofe ; but
ftill refort to the place where they have
been uled to gratfy their appetites, to
aflociate with fuch as are like minded, to
rejoice and be merry, to the endangering
their peace and happinefs in the prefent
life, and in the life which is to come.

IWhat words can be ufed to exprefs the
harms which proceed from this condudt,
not only to themfelves, but to all with
whom they are conneéted ; and to the na-
tion at large, whofe fins are accumulated
by the undue liberties of individuals !
Have we not room to exped, that after
much long fuffering of the great Ruler of
the univerfe, and many warnings given to
an offending people, great troubles may
come as the chaftifement of wickednefs
perfifted in, and not repented of ? In the

affe@ion of a brother and friend, I would
requeft
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requeft of thofe who are in the higher
ftations, of heads of families, and rulers
in the land, that they would come forward
by their example, to ftop the increafing
diffipation and undue liberties which are
taken in many refpeds, to the great dif
honour of the Chriftian name !

-As my intention in the preceding re-
marks is to recommend the pra&ice of
that which will promote the peace and
profperity of individuals as well as fami-
lies, both as to their temporal concerns,
and alfo thofe comforts which are of
everlafting duration, I am the more free
to make them publick, and the lefs afraid
of giving offence. And my requeft to
the Author of all good (whofe favour ig
above all things to be fought for, though
it be with the lofs of many fenfual grati-
fications) is, that his blefling may attend
the weak endeavour of his fervant, to
promote the caufe of religion and virtue :

and

-



( 3t )

and that the attention of fome incon-
fiderate minds may be turned to thofe
concerns which have a tendency to pre-
pare us for a removal from this tranfient
{tate, to a happy Eternity.

FINISs
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