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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM, THE IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY, AND

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE MATERIAL INTO CHAPTERS
I. THE PROBLEM

Jesus, speaking to His disci§1@s, as recorded in the
Gospel according to Matthew, makes thils statement:

For then shall be great tfi%ulation, such as hath not
been from the beginning of the world until now, no nor
ever shall be. And except those days had been snortened,
no flesh would have been saved; but for the elect’'s sake
these days shall be SﬁO?ﬁﬁm@d.i

In these words, Jesus expresses in a very clear manner a truth
that is reflected in the 01ld and New Testaments alike. In

this statement Jesus is giving, almost word for word, a proph-
ecy uttered by Daniel as recorded in Daniel 12:1. TIsaiah 26:21
speaks of a time when, "Jehovah cometh forth out of His place
to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniguity.”
Thus, by the testimony of the 0ld and New Testaments, there 1s
ﬁroof of a time of tribulation to come upon the world such as
has never heen.

But there are certain scriptures that have been vari-

ously interpreted by different schools of prophecy winich have

caused much controversy over various phases of this time of

tribulation, and gquestions have arisen such as: What 1s the

1 Matthew 20i:21,22.



nature of this period; what relation doess it have to the
Lord's return, and does the Church go through any of this
tribulation?

In fact, there have been views so divergent from others
and that have so strained the truths of Seripture that it has
eaqs&d many to fall from the faith and to ask, "Where is the
promise of His coming?" And there have been those who have'
brought such disrepute upon the prophetical portions of the
Bible and the teachings of them that they have caused many min=
isters of God to discontinue ﬁh& use of the book of Revelation,
a book, that in the [irst chapter promises the blessings of

God upon the ones reading and the ones hearing its prophecies.

The problem. This investlcation was centered around

the problem and purpose of studying the various views, compar-
ing interpretation with interpretation, in the light of the Holy
Scriptures, in order to come to such a concluslon that conviec-
tlons might be had as the real teaching of the Word of God

on this matter, that the peorle of God might receive the blesg=~

ings promised,
II. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE S70UDY

When one pauses to look upon the world of today in the
light of what can be seen near at hand and what can be realized

by what 1s seen and heard through the eyes and ears of the press
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and radlo, one realizes that this world has arrived at.a per-
iod of time such as it has never before known. In the past 35
years there have been two major wars; the first belng far worse
than anything until then known and the second being as much
worse than the first as the first wés wors&rtﬁan anything pre-~
vious. And, not only so, but 1t seems that the world is facing
a holocaust that promises to wipe out all flesh upon the face
of the earth.

It is iIn times such as these that men who belleve in the
God of the Holy Secriptures turn to those Seriptures for guidance
and reassurance in order that they might gain that strength |
which is needed for passing triumphantly through times of great
travail., God has given the Bible, with 1ts counsel for every
phase of 1ife, for the very purpose of saving and feeding the
souls of men that they might face the future, any future, with
confidence and courage, and in s doing, bring glory to His
Name.,

Not only has God given the Scriptures that men's souls
might be fed, but He has alsoc called men of His own choosing
to come apart to study the Scriptures in order that His people_
might know the truth of what they, the Seriptures, speak,

If men aré sesking the truth and God has givén that
truth, then there is a grave responsibility laid upon those
whom God has called to search the Scriptures to determine what

He has to say concerning the things to come.
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It was with this purpose in mind, and in a splrit of
prayer and humility that the study of the aforessaid problem
was approached. In this study the American Revised Version

of the Scriptures was used, except where otherwise stated.
ITT. ORGANIZATION OF MATERIAL INTO CHAPTERS

From the timse Wheth@sua ascended from the Mount of
Olives and the message of the angels concerning His return
wag given to the disciples, untll the present, men have heen
looking for the return of our Lord. From the time of the wri-
ting of the bedk of Hevelation certaln men have seen a relation
between the time ﬁf trial or tribulation and the second coming.

Over the hundreds of years since the ascension of our
Lord, these various opinions have gradually fallen into a pat-
tern. At the present time the pattern has assumed very definite
outlines and the views held by Bible believers fall into three
major flelds; namely: The Prasterist (fulfillment past), the
Historical, and the Futurist (none has been fulfilled). There
is another view that has nothing to do with any times or sea-
sons and whlch will not be dealt with in this paper, and that
is the "Spiritualist” view, which gives a spiritual applicatign.
to the elements found in the book of Revelation.

The three major interpretations can themselves, be sub=-
divided into lesser divisions of thought and a chart is given

on the following page, which clearly sets forth these divisions.



A CHART SHOWING THE DIVISIONS OF THE
VARIOUS PROPHETICAL INTERPRETATIONS

OF THE TRIBULATION PERIOD

PRAETERIS
HISTORICAL ' PRE-TRIBULATION
| r PRE-MILLENNTIAL MID-TRIBULATION RAFPTURE
POST-TRIBULATION
FUTURIST memanen

| FOST-MILLENNIAL
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In the remaining chapters of this thesis (chapters II
to VIII, incl.) ﬁhese interpretations and their subdivisions

wlll be discussed in the following order:

Chapnter 11,

It becomes apparent that an effort should be made to
determine the meaning of some prophetical terms, and also of
the shades of meaning of some Greek words that carry a burden

of interpretation. This study was covered in this chapter,

CHAPTRER IIT,

A study of some of the Scriptural names for the period
of tribulation, with some of its characteristics, where we

find references to it in the Scriptures,

Chapter IV,

The Freterist.

Ghapt&r__}j,

The Historilcsal.

Chapter VI.

The Futurist Pre-lillennial Pre-Tribulation Rapture
view., Thils view is widely held among evangelical belilevers

of the present time.

Chapter VII.

The Futurist Pre-Millennial Mid-Tribulation and Fogte
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Tribulation views are also widely held, and. because cof their

importance were discussed in order,

Chapter VIII.

As a resuvult of this study the author arrived at some
very definite conclusions. These were presented in this

chapter.

Chapter IX,

Conclusion,



CHAPTER II
A STUDY OF TERNMS

It 1s of great importance to the study of any doctrine
to have an understanding of various terms relevant to that sub-
Ject or doctrine being studied. In the study of eschatology,
it is of speclal Importance to come to an understanding of the
Bible meanings of some terms that are used in any discussion
of the %éuth of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Since the subject herein being discussed in the period
of the "Great Tribulation," the word "tribulation" will be
considered first, both as to the meahing of the Engllsh word

and the word from the original Greek which is translated "trib-

ulation,” namely,

Tribulation. (Webster) Latin, "tribulato," to oppress,
affliet. French, "tribulum,” a threshing sledge. Akin
to Latin "terere,” "tritum," to rub, a state of distress
or severe affliction, a trouble, a trial,.

P .

P Y PeS{Thlipsis) a pressing, pressure, oporession,
tribulation, distress, stralts;: ')”vuzfv ch,{,zcnvit;ha
afflictions which Christ had to undergo (and which, there-
fore, His followers must not shrink from). Colossians,
first chapter and twenty-fourth verse.

’
The word,QAr¢es , is used a total of forty-three
times in the New Testament. Of these forty-three times, 1t is

translated:

1;§@saph, Henry Thayer, A Oreek-Inglish Lexicon of the
New Testament (New York: Harper and ErosS., 10597, p. 2071.




affliction «+ ¢« « « « 17 times
anguish . . « « « » 1 time
persecution . . . . 1 time
tribulation . . . . 21 times
trcublé e ¢ 3 ¢ o o 3 times

Note. Because Young's Analytical Concordance is based
on the Authorized Version, the following study as to the times
each word is used will be based on the Authorized Version, with
most Important differences in the American Revised Version
noted,

Of the twenty-one times that the word is translated
"tribulation,™ it is used in the following relatlonships to
prersons and ocaasioms.

| The Authorized Version translates the word "tribulation,”

six times when speaking of the period of "great tribulation,"
Three times in the twenty~fourth chapter of Watthew, once in
Mark the thirteenth chapter, once each in the second chapter

and the seventh chapter of the book of Revelation. Twice in

the thirteenth chapter of Mark, where i1t is rendered "afflic-
tion" in the Authorized Version, it is transiated "tribulation!
in the American Revised Version. This makes a total of eight
tim@§ it 1s used in relation to the period of great tribulation,
in the American Revised Version.

Thirteen times the word is translated "tribulation"

where 1t 1s used in relation to Christians. Two typical examples
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are given:

- ’
In the world ye have tribulation (&)X ¥ (V) but be
of good cheer, I have overcome the world.?

Confirming the souls of the disciples, exhorting them
to continue in_the falth, and that through many tribula-
tions (@A YPeW v ) we must enter into the kingdom of God.3
Three times 1t is used in relation to evil pergons. Ons
such example is given:
But unto them that are factious, and obey not the truth,

but obey unrighppausn&ss, shall be wrath, and indignation,
tribulation {(@Ar¢ ¢S ) and anguish,

The occaslon where the word is translated "anguish" 1is

of interest and is given:

A woman when she 13 in travail hath sorrow, because
her hour 1s come: but-when she is delivered of the child,
she remembereth no more the anguish (OAr YEwWS) for the
joy that a man is born into the world,>

Of the forty-three times this word is used in the New

Testament, it i1s used three times in relation to evil ones,
once in relation to a woman in travall, twice in relation to

salnts of the 0ld Testament, and the remaining thirty-seven

times is used when speaking of the saved on earth.

John 16:33.,
3 acts 1l:22.
" Romans 8:29,

5 John 16:21.,
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Elect. (Webster) One chosen or set apart, Theologl-
cal, one elect. HNow only as collective,
:E/()\f KT5~5(eclf~zctes) {Thayer) Picked out, cnosen,
chosed of G‘rc:d.‘6
This word is used twenty-three times in the New Testa~
ment. Sixteen times it is translated "elect,” and seven times

"chosen," in the Authorized Version. The study

is translated
of this word is most important. For the discourse of Jesus

as recorded In the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew and the
thirteenth chapter ol Mark, ﬁhich igs called the "Olivet Dis-
course,” is most impa%tant 1n determining certain character-
istics of the time of tribulation.’ In these two chapters this
word is translated "elect” aéx times. The problem is to deter-
mine who 1t is of whom Christ speaks,

Of the other ten times it ie so translated, twice it is
used in the second epistle of Jdwn, first when he is address-~
ing the "elect lady and her children,” and‘in his- e¢losing words
when he says, "the children of thine elect sister greet th@e,“?

Once 1t 1s used in relation to Jesus as Peter gquotes
0ld Testament prophecy, saying, "Behold, I lay in Zion a chief

a
cornerstone, elect, prscious,"®

6 Thayer, op. c¢it., p. 197.

7 11 John 1:13.
8 .

T Peter 2:6,
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Qﬂsa it is used im th@ gssusl aaaar&img @0 &uke to
speak sf ““ad'g &1ect” &né ‘seems tc be useé in gann&stian w1th
those who pass ﬁﬁreugh a p&rt at 1&&8@, sf ﬁ%e p@riad @f |
great tribulation, and Jesus closes His discourse with these
words, "Nevertheless, when the Son of Man cometh, shall He
find faith on the earth?"?

‘«Sf?tﬁéfﬁﬁhe? sixf%imeﬁ~ﬁﬁi9"waré%is transiated "elect",
all of them are speaking of the Church, the body of Christ,-
The first of these is found in the epistle to the Romans, "Who
shall lay anything to the eharg&*afs@é&$s elect?" This is
among th& closiﬂg verses of t@e eighth cmapter w%ic% describes
the life of th& sanetifiad Shrzstian,: ?&ave can’ he no ﬁﬁﬁh*
about wham Paal is sp@aklﬁg,le~ § - |

Another is found in the ‘epistle to the Colossians,
Paul is speaking to the Christlans of the Chureh at Colosses
"Put on therefore, as God's elect, holy amd balav&ﬁg a hegrt v
of compassion,” ete. 11
Two more representative Seriptures are found in the
First Epistle of Peter. < The first is f@uﬁdfiﬁfthﬁ first chap-~

ter and first verse:

: 9~Luke 18:7.
10 momans 8:33.

! Colossians 3:12,
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Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the elect
(EHALKToLS) who are sojourners of the dispersion in
Pontus . . . according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience
and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.
Here reter is evidently speaking to the Christians
scattered abroad by the persecutions.
The second and third references in this epistle have
I I
the word EMACKTIStranslated "chosen™ in the Authorized Ver-
sion and "elect" in the American Standard Version. They are

here given according to the American Standard Version:

Unto winom coming, a living st@nelgrejecteﬁ indeed of
men, but with God elect, precious.

But ye are an elect race, a royal prlesthood, a holy
nation, a people for God's own possession, that ye nay
show forth the excellencies of Him who called you out of
darkness inte iis marvellous light. v

Before making special consideration of the chapters in

Matthew and Mark that are of interest, 1t would be well to cone-
sider four references in the book of Isaiah in which the Hebrew
word "bachir" in translated "elect" in the Authorized Version
and "chosen'" in the American Standard Version,

These four references are the following:

"Behold My servant, whom I uphold; My chosen {elect),

in whom ¥y soul délightath.”lh This one is a prophecy and

12 I Peter 2:l,

13

I Peter 2:90,

1k Isalah Li2:1,
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1l
very evidently refers to Christ.

"For Jacob My servant's sake, and Israel My chosen
(elect) I have called thee by thy name, "5 In this passage
the prophet 1s evidently giving a message to Cyrus, and is
speaking of the nation Israel.

And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of

Judah, an inheritop of My mountains; and My chosen (elect)
shall inherit it.~~ :

For as the days of a tree shall be the days of My peo-
pl&e and My féosam (elect) shall long enjoy the work of
thelr hands.

These last two rassages are spsaking of the Israelites in the
relation to what some Bible authorlties believe to be the mil-
lennial period.

Now turning to the references in which the word (E£KAE€K-
7'63<} i1s translated "chosen,” Young's Analytical Concordance
lists seven times that this form is used in the Authorized
Version. However, two of these passages are not found in the
oldest manuscripts and are not translated and coplied in the
American Revised Version, and were not discussed here. The
passages found In the First Epistle of Peter, the second chap-
ter, ninth and tenth verses have already been‘discusseé on

page 13. Therefore, there are only four passages that 1t was

15
“ Isaiah L5:l.

16 Isaiah 65:9,

17 teaian 65:22.
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necessary to discuss.

The Tirst one considered was spoken by the rulers, while

Jesus was upon the cross, "Let Him save Himself, if this is the
’ ’ 18
Christ of God, His chosen (EKAE KT4s),"
The next one is self-evident as to its'subject: "Salute
7 / ) .
Rufus the chosen (EKA€ATOU) in the Lcrd.”lg
The next passage considered is of great interest to the
aim of the study of this word (EKAEKTOC ). Tt is found in
the seventeenth chapter of the book of Revelation., Tt is iden-
tifying those who are battling with the YLord Jesus in His fight
against the kings who are with the beast., It is hereby given
in full, with preceding verses:

And the ten horns that thou sawest are ten kings, who
nave recelved no kingdom as yet; but they receive authority
as kings, with the beast, for one hour. These have one
mind, and they give their power and authority unto the
beast, These shall war against the Lamb, and the Lamb
shall overcome them, for He is Lord of Lords, and Xing of
Kings; and they alsp shall gvercome that arg with Him,
called and chosen (£ MAEKTO) and faithful, <0

Aside from the slx passages in Matthew and Hark, fif-

., /
teen passages from the New Testament using the word EKAENTSS

and four passages from the book of Isalsh which translate the

Hebrew word "bachir™ as "chosen" or "elect", have been considered.

18 Tuke 23:35,

1% Romans 16:13,

20 Revelation 17:12-1l.
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Of these nineteen passages, four are used in speaking of Christ,
three, undoubtedly, are speaking of TIsrael (however, of these
three, all of which are found in the 014 Testament, two speak
of the Israel of the millennial period), two are speaking of
"the elect lady” and "thine elect sister" and of the passages
remaining, nine in number, all are used when speaking of tnosse
who belong to the Church of Jesus Christ.
) 7/
There 1is one other word that is akin toEKATANTAS ang
. / /
that is the word€KA 0)(}), which is translated "election. !
According to Thayer it means: the act of choosing, according
to an election whica is due to grace. It is used six times
in the New Testament, only three of which spply to Israelites
as a group. One of these passages i1s hereby given to show how
the words are used,

Even so than at this present fime also there is a rem=-
nant according to the election €£/¢Q%¢y % ) of grace. Bub
if 1t is by grace, it is no more of orks: otherwise grace
is no more grace., What then? That which Israel seeketh

for, that he obtained nctgg?u% the election obtalned it,
and the rest were hardened&

raul, using himself as an example, shows that among the
Israelites there were those who did accept the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour and were of the "election," but those Israelites who
réjected because of unbeliel were cast off.

With this background, the passages found in Vatthew,

chapter twenty-four, will be examined. The passages found in

21 . .
1 Homans 11:5.
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Mark are used in aim@st identical manner as those in Matthew;
so were not discussed. The passages from Maith&w are hereby
given: (These are tne words of Jesuaj.

For then shall be great tribulation, such as hath not
heen Trom the beginning of the world until now, no,
nor ever shall be, And except those days had bsen shorte-
gned, no lesh would have been sgaved: bub for the elect's
(EKNEKTOUS) sake those days shall be shortened. Then
if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is the Christ, or,
here: belleve 1t not. For there shall rise false Christs,
and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders:
80 as tg lead astray, 1f possible, even the elect (E£KAC K-
TOUS).°? \ .

Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they
shall see the 3Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. And He shall send forth His
angels with a great sound of a trumpegt, and they shall
gather together His elect (EKAEKTOUS) from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other,23

If one is to come to a concluslon as to the people or
group spoken of when a certain word is used, by the usage of
that word in other places, then it would seen that the safest
and most obviocus interpretation would be to gay that the Lord
Jesus, in His discourse as recorded in Mattﬁew,.the twenty-
fourth chapler, and Mark, the thirt@eéth chapter, was spesking
of tneose who are members of His church.

ﬂaﬁour[a-. {Thayer) 1. presence; 2. the presence

2l

. Y =
of one coming, hence the wming, advent, arrival.

22 Matthew 2l:21-2l.

23 Matthew 2L131.

2l

H
Thayer, op. cit. p. 490.
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This word is used twenty-four times in the New Testament;
twenty times it 1s rendered "coming" and twice it is rendered
"presence.” Of the twenty times it is rendered "coming," in
fifteen Instances it is used in relation to the second coning
of Jesus.
No word in the English language carries the full meaning
of this word. The word has been explained as denoting, "both
an arrival and a subseguent presesnce with.“25
The emphasis that is desired to set forth at this time
is this element mentioned of a coming and a subsequent presence,
To illustrate this meaning, three passages are given: to use
that which can be readily understood to clarify the thought of
that walch must be understoocd by faith,
And I rejolce at the coming ({Te oat(ﬂ of Stephanus
and Fortunatus and Achalcus: for “that which was lacking
on your part they supplied,? B

Nevertheless, He that cgmferteth,thﬁ‘lowly, e§$n od,
comforted us by the coming ﬁf?douo’ca} of Titus.”

That your glorying may abmgnd in Christ Jesus %@ me
through my presence (TT%paL”yLa,} with yow again,<"

:« |
25 J. F. Strombeck, First the Rapture (Moline, T11:
Strombeck Agency, Inc., n.d.), p. D5,

26 I Corinthians 16:17.

27 IT Gorinthians 7:0,
28

Philippians 1:26,
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The Rapture, A term that, by popular use, has come %o

mean the catching up of the Church out of the world by Jesua;
at the time of His coming. The exact term (Rapture) is not
found in the English Bible. The theology of the term 1s based
on I Thessalonlans, the fourth chapter and the thirteenth to
eighteenth verses. In this passage, the word {&/Jvfa}’wa‘g/wBa}
that is used in the original Greek to speak of the Christians
being caught up means to "convey away suddenly."2? 4 support-
ing passage of the thought of this ierm is found in I Corine-
thians, the fifteenth chaepter and the fiftieth to the fifty-
fourth verse,

The time of the Rapture is largely determined by the
character of the Great Tribulation and as to the people who
are upon earth during this time. - If the Church is not upon
earth during this time of trial, then the Rapture will take
place prior to the Tribulation; but i1f the Church goes through
a part, or all of the Tribulation, the Raptur& will teke place
at a later date, for the Rapture is the tlme when the Church

is taken out of the world,

29 Analytical Greek Lexicon (New York: Harper and
Bros., Pub.(n.dd )}, page 5<.




CHAPTER TIXI
"THE GREAT TRIBULATION"

Because toe various views of the periocd of time
popularly called "The Great Tribulation,” will be discussed
severally in succeeding chapters, this chepter will deal only
with some of the characteristics of this period that are accept-
ed by most Bible prophecy expositors.

It will be well, first, to locate some of the lmpor-
tant Scriptural sources of information that deal with this

subject,.

The Book of Jeremiah., While Jeremiah's prophecy deals

largely with the immediate future of Judah, vet he did prophecy
-l B - s &

of a time when Judah and Israel shall return to the land prom-

ised to Abraham and there they shall once become a people with
the laws of Cod written upon their hearts. In relation to

this return he spoke of a difficult time in these-words:

T will cause them bto return to the land that I gave to
their fathers, and they shall possess i1t. And thess are
the words that Jehovah spake concerning Israel and concern-
ing Judah, For tbus saith Jehovan: We have heard a voice
of trembling, of fear, and not of peace., Ask ve now, and
see whether a man doth travall with child: Wherefore do
T see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in
travail, and all faces are turned into paleness? Alasl
Tor that day is sreat, so that none i1s like it: 1t 1is
even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved
nut of it.

Jeremiah 30:3-7.
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The Book of Danlel. The prophet Daniel spoke much of

last things. Only two passages will be considered at this
time. One of these concerns Daniel's "Seventieth Week." This

expression is based on the following passage:

Seventy weeks are decreed upon thy people and upon thy

holy city, to finish transgression, . . And he shall make
& firm covenant with many for one week: and in the midst
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation

'3 LY

to cease; and upon the wing of abomination shall come one
that maketh desolate; and even unto the full end, and that
determined, shall wrath be poured out upon the desolate.-~
This final week symbolizes a period of time seven vears
in length. This conclusion is arrived at from a computation

£

of" the period of time covered by the preceding sixty-nine weeks,
which was from the first commandment to rebuild Jerusalem until
the cruclifizion of Jesus. This period of time is not accepted
ag identlcal with the periaé of tribulation by the Fraeterist
and Historieal views, but the Futurists hold that this seven
years will be the final seven years of nistory of a restored,
unlted kingdom of Judah and Israel in Palestine and will run
L
coneurrently with the period of tribulation., Reasons for this
view, by the Futurists, are:
1. The language of the passage, seh as the words,
Mdesolate," "abominations,"” etc,

2. The words of Jesus in Matthew and Mark: "When

therefore ye see the abomination of desolatlon, which was

Daniel 9:2l.,27.
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spoken by Daniel the prophet," etc.d

3. The dividing of the seven years into two periods
of three-and-one-half years each, which corresponds to exXpresgs
sions of time in the book of Révelatiam. These expressions
are: "forty-two months,”& "4 thousand two hundred and three-
score days,“g and "time, times, and hslf a time.”é
Another passage from Daniel to be considered and which

relates to this time ls: "and there shall be a time of trou

o

le,
such as never was since there was a natlon even to that same
time."7 The entire chap ter {(Daniel twelve) deals with this
period of time. The portion of the passage quoted that was
noticed 1s the part dealing with a unique period that has neve

er happened before.

The Gospel According to Matthew, Jesus, speaking as

reccrded in the twenty-fourth chapter of this record of th
gospel, from the fourth to the twenty-eighth verses, Tave &
prophecy of much tribulatlon, much of which applies to the

period of time under discussion as 1s evidenced by the iden-

by

3]

tifying phrase, "for then shall be great tribulation, such as

Hatthew 2l:

3“5.

Revelation 11:2.

+...
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Revelation 11:3
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Danisel 12:1,
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hatih not been from the beginning of the world until now, no

p

3

nor ever shall bhe.m

The Gospel According to Mark. The thirteenth chapter

of Mark is very similar to the twenty-fourth chapter of NMatthew

[

and 1s identified by a very similar statement of Jesus, as the
one quoted above. That statement is hereby zlven:
For those days sheall be tribulation, such as there hath
not been the like from the beginning of the creation wnich
gad created until now, and never shall be.-

First and Second Epistles of Paul to the Thessalonlans,

Paunl, while at Thesszalonica, had spoken of the return of the

- , . ne 11
Lord and of a time of trouble, waich time "the man of sin"t0

]

would be revealed. hese words of hils show plainly that ne

nad talked of such things to them while with them: "Remember

e not, tnat when T was yet with vou I told vou these thinqs?”*i
3 o o
The fourth and fifth chapters of the first epistle, and the
“ b > 3
seccond chapter of the qacand eplstle cwnt%in his words of in-
struction to this church. OCiven below is an identifying portion
ol the Tirst epistle:

But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, ve
have no need that aught be written unto you For yoursselves

B Yatthew 2L:21,

s YVark 13:19,

10 I1 Thegsalonians 2:3,
11 I Thessalonians 2:5.
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know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a
tatef in the night. When they are saylng, Feace and safe~-
ty, then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail
upon a woman with child; and they shall in no wise esc&pe.12

Book of the Revelation., As 1t was glven to John to

record the words: "In the world ye have tribulatlon: but be

13

of good cheer, I nave overcoms the world," ” so it was gilven

to John to give the most complete information on the great
time of tribulation to come upon the world, For the book of
Revelation describes a time of trial, tribulation, and judg-
ment such as has never, at least in its fulness, come Lo pass
upon the earth. |

Chapters four to nineteen are generally considered to

cover the time of tribulation., Chapters [four and I

introductory to this scene and gilve the events in heaven that

~ede the beginning of the tribulation upon earth. The trib-

)

pre
ulation proper, begins in the sixth cnapbter with the opening
of the first seal. Several kinds of persons, groups of persons,

situations, and characteristics are found in these chapters.

The outstanding ones are listed hsre.

The seven seals. The book of chapter f'ive, verse ons,

ot

was sealed with seven seals., 'When these are opened by the only

12 , . s
I Thessalonilans 5:1-3,

13 John 16:33.

i N
1d 4 . »
" Revelation 5:5,6,
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One found who was warﬁhy{to open them, namely, the Lamb who
is the Lion of the Tiribe of deah,lh certain events come to
pass upon the earth. These are opened in chapter six and

A

chapter eight, verse one.

The Seven Trumpets. When these are scunded by angels

from heaven, great judgments are visited upon the sarth. These

1

events are recorded Iin chapter elgnt, verse one; to chapter

alever,

The Seven Plagues or Bowls., These are the last judg-

ments to be visited upon the sarth by Ood, "for in them is
finished the wrath of @od.”15 These are recorded in chapters

Pifteen and sixtesen,

The Sealed of tihe House of Israel, Chapter seven,

[rae— prese——

verses four to eight rsecord the sealing of tae one mundred

and forty four thousand of the House of Israel.

Saints. There are s number of relesrences to salints of
God, It is not always clear Jjust who these are. The focllowing
)

references are those in which groups are mentioned that clearly

conglist of saints of God,.

ik , .
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1. Chapter seven, verses thirteen to seventeen.

3]

. Chapter twelve, verse seventeen.

3. Chapter thirteen, varse'eight.

L. Chapter fourteen, versesg one to {lve,
5., Chapter sixteen, verse [ifteen.

6. Chapter nineteen, verses one to ten.

The Ungodly. The ’u gments and plagues of God are

e, a&

The Two Beasts., The fourteenth chapter gives the re
] ]

ord of two beasts, one coming up oub of the “sa&,“lé and the

second coming up out of the

is generally identified with the "

(i)

Lo

and John's "antichr

worship of the First beast and 1s called the "false prophet.

Babylon. Called, "MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE

e . w2l
TIONS OF THE EARTH. ™

NMOTHER OF HARIOTS AND OF THE

This organization or system 1s called a "woman” and causes

16

Bevelation 13:1.

17 Revelation 13:11,

18 I Thessaloniasns 2:3.

19 I John 2:22,

20 pevelation 16:13: 19:20; 20:10.

2l pevelation 17:5.

16 ,
st."1? The second "beast" turns men to

. "
earth” (land}L?. The first beast

. 8 R - ‘
evil one"lY spoken of by raul,

he
w2
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kings and people of the esarth to commit all manner of ungod-
liness., She 1s plctured as sitting on seven "mountains" 2

and as being the ”great‘éity which relgneth over the kings of
the eapﬁh."23 {As chapters VI and VEI show, some interpreters
see two "Babylons,” one in chapter seventeen and one in chapter

eighteen, )

e2 Revelation 17:9.

23 Revelation 17:18.



CHAPTER IV
THE PRAETERIST VIEW

Those who accept this interpre statlon of the Seriptures
that prophesy of tribulation to come upon ths earth, believe
that the events prophesied came to pass in the first three cen-
turies of the hjsﬁary of the church, Some narrow the time of
fulfilliment to the érst cnmtury of church history., The m&mé
‘Praeterist” comes from the prefix "preter" which means "before.”

Thils view was not held by any of those who lived in &he
days, or socon arter the days, of the writing of the book of
the Revelation. This view has found favor in recent years
among liberal groups because they do not.beiieve in revelation
or .n the foretelling of fubture events. However, some conser-
vative men have held this view, the most prominent of whom was

Moses Stuart, of Andover.t His work, "The Apocalypse’ has the

respect of most students ol prophecy.

An outline of the twenty-fourth chapter of the gospel

sccording to Matthew that is representative of the Praeterist

inbterpretation. The exposition chosen was that of Adam Clark

e o
as given in his commentaries.<

1 Alhﬁﬁtus fleters, The Lamb, the Woman and the Dragon
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Tne Church Fress, 19371, Pe L2

2 Adam Clark, The Holy Bible, containing the 014 and
New Testament, with a commentary and_critical notes, Vol. V
{New York: Aoingdon-Cokesbury, Eé.d;»



29
Verses one and two are introductory to the prophetical

portions of the chapter; verse three conbtahs the questions of

.

the disciples that prompted the grophetical discourse of Je

ES

Verse five; "Hany shall come in my name saying, I am

the Christ." 1In the years preceding the destruction of Jeru-
salem, many came calling themselves "saviourd' and trying to

persuade the people that they were sent of God to de11V*r the

Jews from the Roman yoke. Some exauples wera:

*

Dositheus, the Samaritan, who pretended that e was the

Christ foretold by Hoses,

e

Theudas, who prophesied about L2 4.D.

During the days of Felix, procurator of Judea, so many
made similar claims that some were taken and killed almost every

T3

Verses six to fourteen: Irophesied of the wars of the
Jews which included the war with Home in which Jerusalem was
destroyed. These wars were accompanied by great affliction
Tor the follawers of Christe The "whole world" 1n which the

gospel was to be preached was the Roman world,

Verses filfteen to twenty-eight: The "abomination of .
desolation™ was tﬂa encompassing of Jerusaslem by the Roman
armies, Jesus' exhortation to "then let them which are in
Judea flee unto the mountains” was obeyed during the siege of
Jerusalem. After Cestlius Gallus had withdrawn his leglons for

no loglcal reason whatever, and as Vespasian was approaching
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with his army, the Christians remembered what Christ had told
them and fled. Ho Christlans perished in the destruction of
Jerusalem. When Jerusalem fell there were about one million,
one hundred thousand Jews who perished, Clark believeé’tbis
to be the tribuletion such as never was,

Verses twenty-nine to forty-four: The coming of the
Son of Mam referred to the apparsnt judgment of Jesus Christ
upon Jerusalem lor thelr rejectlon 5f Him., The sending forth
of His angels of verse thirty-one is the pgoing forth of the
disciples, the messengsrs of the gospel, to the four corners
of the esarth., The elect that are gathered are the Centiles
to whom the gospel 1s declared.

The rraeterists apply much the same method in their
interpretation of the book of Revelation and the other Scrip-
tures that deal with the periocd under discussion.

Chapters five to eleven of the book of Revelation tell
of the Church's victory over the Synagogue, or Judalsm.
Chapters twelve to nineteen tell ol Fer victory over
pagan Home,

Chapters twenty to twenity-two tell of the glory of the
Church in consequence of its victory over pagan Home,.

Those who take this view refer the ia?ger part of the

iletion

;‘”u

book to the Heronlan persecut ¢on, and find in 1t a pred

ol the return of Nero.
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The seven kings of chapter seventeen, verse ben, are
identifled with the Imperors Augustus, Tiberius, Cailugla,

Claudius, Nero, Galba, and Otho.

Criticism, The view just glven ddes not fulfill Cod's
prophecies of His divine plan. The consummation of the divine
purposes was not reached in the fall of pagan Rome. This inter-
pretation falls far short of being an adequate fulfillment of

the prophetle utterances of God's Word,
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The historical view of the Tribulation period has been
neld by groups and individuals who have f1lled important roles
in the course of nilstory. Just a few names glven here will
illustrate this fact: The Waldenses, Wyclifltes, IHussites; and
many of the reformers including: Luther, Zwingli, Melancthon,
and Calvin.l

These men did not always agree on the details or even

nosome of the main points of their interpretations but in
general they are much the same. The view presented 1s that of
Albert Barnes, as taken from his two works: "Notes on Matthew

and Mark," and "Notes on the Book of Revelation,"
Part T

(o)

Barnes expositlon on the gospsl according to Matthew

the twenty-fourth ahapter.z As Jesus and His disciple® left

the temple in Jerusalem the disci

&

ples commented on the beauty
of' the temple. Jesus stated at that time, that the time was
coming when the temple would be completely destroyed. Upon this,

the disclples asked three questions, namelys

287 x

W. Graham Scroggle, The CGreat Unveilin {Glasgows

[ 2 dlie]

The THulbert rfublishing Co., Lta.in.34 }s PPe 132, 133,

Hev. Albert Barnes, Hotes on Matthew and Mark (London:
George Routledge and Sons, [n.dJ ). p. 290,
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1. When those things should take place.

2. What should be the signs of His coming.

3. What should be the signs that the end of the world
was near.o

Jesus, in answering these guestions, did not distinctly
answer each one individually, but He intermingled the details
of His answer in such a way that it is difficult at times %o
tell to what particular subject it applies.

The following is a brief review of the exposition in

its natural divisions,

Verses four to fourteen., Many false prophets to come--

In the days before the destruction of Jerusalem many men claimed.
to be called of God to deliver the Jews from Roman bondage.

There was much unrest in the area around Palestine during the
years preceding the destruction of Jerusalem; "wars and rumours
of wars." The ones who endured the strife and persecution un-
til God made a full end of Judaism, the same would be saved.

By the testimony of Eaulh the gospel was preached to the ends

of the then known world at the time that he wrote.

Verses rifteen Lo twenty-eight. The prophecy of the

"abomination of Desoclation" was fulfilled in the encircling of
Jerusalem by the Roman armies. All Jerusalem was considered

holy and the Romancarmy was considered to be an abomination.

3 Ipid., p. 291.

Colossians 1:6,23,
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because it was Gentlle and because of the idols it worshipped.
The Christlans that were in Judea and Jerusalem, remem-
pering the words of Jesus to "flee to the mountains," fled to
Pella, and not one Christian perished in the destruction of the
city. This destruction was conslidered the great tribulation
because many perished, A total of one million, three-hundred-
and-f1ifty-thousand people perished in Jerusalem and surrounding
provinces. PBecause of many Christlians {elect) in the surroundQ

ing provinces, the time was shortened that these might be saved.

Verses twenty-nine to fifty-one. The gathering together

of the elect. This has a partial applicatlon to the Christians
escaping the destruction of the city, but has a more distant
application to the return of the Lord for His own, the Church,.
The parableraf the fig tree has 1ts application to the time of

the TLordls return.
PART 11X

Barnes' exposition on the Book of Revelation., Chaptlers

six to aightﬂen.g

Chapter sixy verses one and two, the first seal, the
Whita.hars&‘and'his rider. Fulfilledfin the events taking
place in the Roman Zmpire from the death of Emperor Domitian,
o6 A.D., to the accession of Commudus, 180 A.D. This was a per=-

lod of general prosperity, of triumph and conguest, extending

5 Rev. Albert Barnes, Notes on the Book of Revelation
(Edinburgh: Gall and Inglish, [m.dd ), pp. 180-53L.
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through the relgns of Nerva, Tragan, Adrian, and the two

Antonines.

Chapter six, vsrses three and four: the second seal,

the red horse and his rider. From the death of Commudus,

193 A.D, onward. With the assassination of Emperor Commudus

a period of a series of civil wars commenced and continued

until approximately 28h A,ﬁ. During this time thirty-two emper-
ors and twenty-seven pretenders to the emplire, alternately hur-

ried each other from the throne by incessant warfare,

Verges five and six: +the third seal, the black horse,

From the time of Caracalla, 211 A.D., and onward. A time of
severe taxation. The Prastorian prefects and a great number
of subordinate officers were commitﬁéd to the task of collect-
ing, at first a twentietn, but later a tenth, of the value of
the four most universal items of produce: corn, barley, ocil,
and wine., The owners of lands were warned that 1 vineyards
or groves were damapged to escape paying'the tax, the penalty
was death. The old and the weak, the young and the strong,
allke were so alfllcted that 1t was generally a time of famine

and affliction. This period and its trials had a gfeat deal

to do with the fall of the Roman LZmpire,

Verses seven and eight: the fourth seal, the pale

horse, plagues and death. From the time of Decius, 2113 AsDay
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to the time of Gallienus, 268 A.D. During this period the
Goths made their first invasion of Italy. Because of previous
famine, the result of severe taxation, and this war with the
Goths, there ﬁas a general condition of 111 health in the em-
plre that resulted in a great plague ooveriﬁgytﬁe vears betwsen
250 and 265 A.D. One historian® vecords the fact that this
was a time when the wild beasts of the earth became so great a

menace that the Christlans were blamed for the calamity.

Verses nine to eleven: the firth seal, the soculs under

the altar. 4 time of great persecution for the Christians,

from 268 to 30L A.D. The souls under the altar are those who
were persecuted and killed in the ten great persescutions which
ended with Constantine's conversion and the subsequent legal~

izing of the Christlan religion.

Verses twelve to seventeen: the sixth seal, The inva=-

slons of Rome by the barbarians; Goths, Vandals, etc. of 1365

A.D., and onwards.

Chapter seven: the sealing of the one hundred and

forty four thousand, and the scene of the great multitude that

had come out of the Great Tribulation. The holding of the winds

was the restraining of the wars and troubles on earth until the

great creeds had been formed to legislate against heresy, This

6 Ibid., p. 212,
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was the sealing of the one hundred and forty four thousand.
This also might apply to the preservation of the Church through
the Dark Ages. The scene of the great multitude in heaven
shows the final triumph of the Church over its adversafieg and

is given for the encouragement of the Church and of Christians

that go through tribulation,

Chapter eight: The opening of the seventh seal, which

includes the seven trumpets,

Verse seven., The first angel sounds. Invasion of Rome

by Alaric the Goth, 395 to L10 A.D.

Verses elght and nine. The second angel socunds. Inva-

sion of Rome by Genseric the Vandal, 1,28 to L68 A.D.

Verses ten and eleven, The tnird angel sounds. The
invasion of Rome by Attila the Hun, L33 to Li53 A.D. The great
star that fell from heaven is symbolical of a great leader and

is identified with Attila,

Verse twelve. The fourth angel sounds. Final conquest

of the Emplire by Odoacer, King of the Heruli, 176 to &90 4.0,

Chapter nine. The last three trumpets. ZHExtending to

the end of time,

Verses one to twelve, I[he fifth trumpet. The great




38
star falling from heaven symbollizes the birth and rise of
Mohammed. The locusts are the forces of the Saracens wﬁo wers
clad in coats of mail. This power was to be active for five
prophetical months or actually one«hundred~and—f1fﬁy years.,

The following is a partial outline of the history of the Moham-

medan conquests:

570 A.D. Birth of Mohammed.

609 A.D. Mohammed began to preach,

622 A.D. Hegira, flight from Mecca.

721 A.D. Invasion of France by Arabs.

732 A.D Defeat of Saracens by Charles Martel,

755 A.D. Revolt of Spain,
Thus, from the time that Mohammed began to preach until
the revolt of Spain, which finally broke the power of the Moham-

medan conquest, was one-hundred-and-forty-six yvears.

Verses thirteen to twentye-one. The sixth trumpet.

This is the perilod of the wars of the Turks. The hour, day,
month, year period gives a period of time of three-hundred-and-
ninety-one prophetical days; whiéh gives a period of actual
time of three-hundred-and-ninety-one years, The conquest of
Constantinople was effected in 1153 A.D. Figuring back three-
hundred-and-ninety-~one years gives the year 1062 A.D. It was
in 1055 A.D. that the Turks overthrew Bagdéd and came into
power, The Turks had colorful coats of mail, which seem to

be alluded to by the statement of "having breastplates of fire

and of hyacinth and of bromstone.'! The Turks were among the

7 Revelation ©:17,
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first to use artillery powered by sunpowder.,

The final verses of the chapter speak of men not repent-
ing of their deeds of idolatry and ungodliness. This is known
to be true of the worship practices of the Church of Rome.

Thay had practiced iconoclastic worshlp before the time of the

Turks and have continued this to the present time,

Chapter ten. The strong angel; the 1ittle book open,

This chapter symbolizes the perlod of the Reformation., The
1ittle bhook that 1s open is the Bible given back to the world,
The angel crying in a loud volce is symbolical of the Reforma-
tion. The seven thunders that are heard but nobt recorded-are

he seven anathemas that the Pope hurled against the Reformation,

Chapter eleven, The two witnesses and the final culmi-

nstion of world nistory,

Verses one to thirtesen. The two wiitnesses. The two

witnesses represent the fact that through a period of one-
thousand, two-hundred-sixty vears the Roman Church was in
control of much of the WQrid and the True Church wltnesses
under much difficulty and this witness had little influence,
The witnesses were effectually "killed," ﬁhé one-thousand,
two-hundred-sixty years are represented by the figures of

4

r N .
speech, "forty-two months,"” and "one-thousand, two-hundred

Revelation 11:2.
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10 symbolized

and three-score days."” The "shree days and a half"
the period of time that the Latersn Council was in session,
from 1513 to 1517; a period of just three years and a half.‘
Tnis Councll proclaimed that all opposition to the Fapal power
had ceased.

The Reformation was the fulfiliment éf the resurrection
of the witnesses. The sarthquake symholizes the shock produced

in Europe by the action of the Reformers,

Verses fourteen to nineteen. The seventh trumpet. The

beginning of the reign of the saints. The kingdoms of the

world to be won for Christ. This reign will never end; not nec~

o
e

sarily to last forever on earth, but continually in heaven,
The final verses give the final culmination of time with the

judgment of the dead,

Chapter twelve. The woman and the dragon., The woman

of this chapter is the Church, the man child represents the
people of the Church. The catching up to heaven of the man
child symbollzes the fact that the church is safely kept by
God, and will triumph. The war in heaven is representative
of the fact of the great conflict between the forces of God

and Satan., The "thousand two hundred and three score days, "1l

Revelation 11:13,

10 Hevelation 11:11.

Revelation 12:6,.
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nl?2 represents the one-

and the "time, times and half a time,
. S t
thousand, two-hundred-sixty years of the Church s obscurity

during the Papsal supremacy.

Chapter thirteen. The two beasts. The first beast

coming up out of the sea was like unto the four beasts of
Daniel. The four beasts of Daniel are known to represent four
kingdams.l3 These four kingdoms were combined in the Roman
Empire. Thus the first beast is the pagan Roman Empif@. The
dragon, the same one that attempts to devour the man child in
chapter twelve, gives the beast its power and authority., The

1

death stroke was the fall of the Roman Empire, but this death
stroke was healed,

The second beast was like unto the first beast and has
been ldentified with the rapacy. It was through the power of
the Papacy that the Roman Empire was renewed and actually the
Papacy and the Roman Church exercised all the authority of the
Roman Empire under the Ceasars. The Papsacy exerclsed complete
control over the lives of all the people under 1ts authority.

The number of the beast, "six hundred and sixty and six"1l

has been interpreted in various ways. Barnes favors the fol-

lowing interpretation based on the Greek word (lateinos)

12 Revelation 12:1l.,

13 Daniel 7.

Revelation 13:18,
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which means "Latin,"*~

Chapter fourteen. The final triumph. This chapter

gives the final scene in heaven., This is a scens of triumph
to relieve the gloom of former chapters and to encourage the
Christians of all ages., This shows that the gospel will be

preached in all natlons and that "Babylon," the Papacy, will

enter into Judgment. Happy are those who die in the Lord. The

harvest of the world ls indicated.

Chapter fifteen., An Introductory chepter to the things

that follow, The following scenes show the final triumph of
the saved and their presence with God. The angels who have

the seven plagues finish the wrath of God upon wicked man.

Chapter sixteen. Represents the judgment of CGod on the

rapacy and the countries under its eontrol, This scene covers
much of what happened in the French Revolution. The following
is a brief outline of the exposition on the seven bowls of

wrath,

Verse two. The first bowl poured out, The atheism,

infidelity and general dissolution of soaiety of the days of

the French Revolution and the days following it was that sym-

w16

"grievous sore upon men

Lk

bolized by the

15

Barnes, op. eit., p. 443,

fnk
e
s

Revelation 16:2.-
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Verse three. The second bowl poured out. Symbolical

of the victories of the English navy over the French and Span-

ish navies, which were under the control of the rapacy.

Verses four to seven. The third bowl poured out. Indi-
cative of the wars of Napoleon in the valleys of the rivers Po,
Rhine, and the Alpine streams of Piedmont and Lombardy. These
wars were in retribution for the persecution of the Fapacy dire

ected toward the Waldenses who had peopled these valleys.

Verses elght and nine. The fourth bowl poured out,

This prophecy was indicative of the great European wars after
the French Revolution that brought an end to the great power
of the rapacy and which took the lives of so many thousands of

people.

Verses ten and sleven. The fifth bowl poured out. The
attacks against the Papacy that took place in the years 1798
and 1799, in which the Papacy received a very serious blow and

which resulted in the capture of the FPope himself,

Verses twelve to gixteen. The sixth bowl poured out.

The decline of the Turkish Empire which was visioned as being
astride the Euphrates river, The three unclean spirits are

probably Mmhamm&danisa, paganism, and the Papacy. The battle
of Har-magedon is still in the future. The kings of the east

sare stlll fulture and unidentified,
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Verses seventeen to twenty-one. The seventh bowl.

Final and eternal defeat of the besst and Babylon. Babylon
is recognized as Rome and as the center of the system which

will be done saway,

Chapters seventeen and eighteen., The overthrow of

Babylon {(Rome and the rapacy) given in detail,

How other writers agree with given interpretation.:

That the interpretation of Reverend Rarnes is representative
is shown by the following list of authors' viewpolints.

Of twenty-six most distinguished writers from the Refor-
mation to our own time there 1s remarkable agreemsnt on the
main points. '

For example, they agree:

That Trumpet 8ix refers to the Turks . . . . . 21
That chapter 11 is the Papal persecution of

the 82Ints .vie o ¢ o v v v 4 4 4 o o o o o s & 22
That the Beasts are aspects of the Papacy
Tnat chapter 17 refers to ROME « o« o« o « o « » 26
That chapter 18 is the Fapacy .+ « o o o « « o 26
That a day is the symbol of 8 year + + ¢ « & o 19
That chapter 12 is the history of the true v
Chureh during the Fapal agesSes o « o « » o . . 1817

»
N

»

J
N

-

-3 O e B et
L] L

Criticism, While there is an amazing parallel in the
events of history with the prophecies of the book of Revelation
still there are so many unfulfilled points that thls interpre-
tation is not entirely satisfactory. Some of the details on

which 1t is not satisfactory are listed,

17 %. Graham Seroggle, The Great Unvelling (CGlasgow:
The Hulbert Publishing Co. Ltd. ]n.EJ ] Pp. 135w
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1. The trials and tribulations of past history could

'be repeated, The events of recent years prove that the "time
of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to

nl8 and, "nelither shsall be,”lg has not necessar-

that same time,
ily come to pass. When this time comes 1t can never, on the
testimony of Beripture, come tc pass agaln.
2. On the year-day theory, if 1t 1s taken for granted
that the last half of Danlel's "seventieth week" really means
a year for a day and that the three-and-cone-halfl days are
reslly a period of time of one-thousand, two~hundred-sixty years,
then the other sixty~-nine weeks would be a period of time of
One-hundred—seventy~éix thousand, four-hundred years,
| 3, This school of interpretation narrows the field of
activity to Hurope and nearby points alone. It does not give
2 proper world view,
i, TMistory has reflected the fact that most attempts
to halt the fulfillment of the salvation of men have been con-
nected in some way with Rome. DBut the Papacy has not wholly
fulfilled these words of Faul:
Who opposeth and éxaitath nimself above all that is
called God, or that is worsnipped: so that he as God sit- 0

teth in the temple of God, showing himself that he 1s God.

Even the Pope of Home recognizes the (God of heaven,

16 Daniel 12:1.

19 mark 13:19. -

20 17 Thessalonians 2:l A.V.
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Coneclusion. This view has real value, While it does
notb sb@% the characteristics of the complete fulfillment of
the prophecles of God, yet 1t truly does give a foreview of
things to come, In the words of W. Graham Scroggle:

History repeats itself, All the angles of a pyramild
are in harmony, so that we have a large pyramid at the
bage and a small one at the apex. It is certainly right
to look for the fulfillment of the Divine purposes all
along the line of history; and, though I do not see with
the Historleclsts that their application of the Apocalypse
is the true one, yet 1t is Impossible not to see a wonder-
ful general analogy in the past history with what very many
belleve to be the yet future fulfiliment of the ﬁpacalgpse.gl

Scroggle, op. cit., Do 12,



CHAPTER VI

FUTURIST, PRE~MILLENNIAL VIEW

PRE-TRIBULATION RAPTURE

This view was first set forth by John N. Darby, a
learned and godly man, the founder of the group Known as the
Plymouth Brathren.z It was also set forth by Joseph A. Selss,

s

D.D., in his three-volume work, The Apocalypse. It 1z this

view that 1s set forth In the notes in the Scofield Bible and
has come to be widely held in recent times.

The outstanding teaching of this school of interpreta~-
tion is that the Church will be raptured before the opening
of the tribulation period. This view divideé the history of
the world from the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ un-

til the setting up of the millennial reign into two main per-

o

ilods of time. These two periods are: period one, the church

f

age, from the crucifixion {or from Pentecost) to the Hapture:

and period two, the tribulation period which is a perlod of

!!s

i

s € k] 2 2]
seven years duration which 1s the eventieth week"" of Dani
and the time of "Jacob's Trouble."S This will be the final
period of Jewish history before the setting up of the Millen-

nial reign by our Lord Jesus Christ.

PL@t@?S, Albertus, The Lamb, the Woman and the Dragon
[; p. 55,

{Grand Rapids, Mi ichigan: Zondervan fubllshlng Housge, ln a

2 Daniel 9:27.

3 Jeremiah 30:7.



PART I
THE CHURCH AGE

When the Jews rejected Clrist as their King and Mesg-
siah and crucified Him, the way was opened for the setting up
f the Church of Jesus Christ waich was to consist @f both Jew
and Gentile. This Church actually came into being on the day
of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples,
Peter preached the first sermon of the Church Age, and three
thousand people were saved, This Chureh was to continue until
such time as the "Body of Christ" was complete, at which time
the Church would be "Raptured." The Ghuréh, while upon earth,
was to be busy taking "out of them (Gentiles/, a people for
His ﬂam&.h This part of God's great plan was not foreseem‘by

o

the Jews and there was no specific mention of it in the 01d
Testament, |

Unlike the Historical View, the FPuturist Dispensation=-
alistas do not apply the book of Revelation, from the fourth
cnapter onward, to the history of the church, The messages to
the seven churches recorded in the second and third chapters
of the Revelation relate to seven great periods of time in the
history of the world during the Church Age. That history closes
with the period of time described in the message to the Church

of Laodicea. At the close of this period, no man knowing the

L
' Acts 15:1l.
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day nor the hour, Jesus shall come and take His Churech out of

the world as described in the following Scripture:

For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven, with a
shout, with the volce of the archangel, and with the trump
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we
that are alive, that are left, snall together with them he
caught up in the clovds, To meet the Lord in the air: and
so shall we ever be with the Lord.,~

The signal for this teking of the Church out of the
world, is thought by some adherents of this view, to be simul-

taneous with the words of the Lord to Jdn, "Come up hither,”

&

recorded in the Revelation, chapter four, vepse one,®
Besides the Scripture given above, the fact of the rap=-
ture is assumed from tne following Seriptures:

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
belleve »lso in me., In my Father's house are many mansions;
if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to pre=-
pare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and will recaiv% rou unto myself:
tnat where I am, there ye may be also,’

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We all shall not sleep,
but we shall all be chanred, iIn a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the. last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the gea& shall be raised incorriptible, and we shall be
changed,

HBvidences of pre-tribulation rapbure., The Scriptures

given above are evidence of the fact of the rapture, but thevw

5 I Thessalonlans L:16,17.

6 J. 's Strombeck, First the Rapture (Moline, Illinois:
Strombeck Agency, Ind., 1951), p. 106,

7 John 1hii1-3,

I Corinthians 15:51,52.
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do not give any indication of the time of the rapture. There
are a number of passages of Scripture that are interpreted s

giving the time of the rapture as preceding the period of trib-

becde

ulation, Some of the most important ones were selscted as

representing the types of proof used,

Rapture to be secret. There are certain Scriptures@
that speak of the coming of Jesus being 1ike the coming of a
thief in the nights From these Scriptures 1t 1s believed that
Jegus'! coming for His Chruch will be secret and the rest of
the world will know @oﬁhing of this coming until they reallze
the Church is gone., Only those who are faithful and are look-
ing for His coming will hear the sound of the trump, the wice

of the archangel, and the shout of the Lord. Regarding thils

bellef, Mr. Strombeck, in dealling with statements of those
opposing the pre~tribulation view, speaks thus:

Speaking of a secret rapture which is directly related
to the secret parousia 1t has been said: "It 1s as pure
a myth as ever entered the brain of man."

The thought that an innumerable body of sleeping saints
shall rise at the coming of Christ as told in I Thessalon-
ijans l;:15-17, without making any lmpression on the world
is ridiculed, But why not? All these saints shall be
raised with bodies like unto the glorious body of Christ
when He arose from the grave. There 1s no record that He
was seen after He arose by anyone except bel levers, Christ's
body passed through closed doors. WHis body was invisible
except at times when He showed Himselfl to witnesses chosen
by God.

9 I Thessalonians Z:2; Revelation 16:15,
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And what of the living saints? They shall also be
changed in the twinkling of an eye into bodlss like
Christ's, Of course, the world will know that something
has happened because all bellevers shall suddenly disap-
pear {rom the presence ?g the unsaved with whom they are
when that moment comes.-

The Church to escape itrlbulation. Jesus, speaking to

His disciples, as recorded in the gospel according to TLuke,
chapter twenty-one, in foretelling the destruction of Jerusa-
lem and the time of His second coming, spoke of them escaping
the trisls coming:

But watch yve at every season, making supplication, that
ye may prevail to escape all these things that shall come
to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man. 11

Again in the Revelation Jests gave a message, through
John, to the Church at Philadelphia:

Because thou didst keep the word of my patience, I also
will keep thee from the hour of trial, that hour which is
to come upon the whole world, to try them that dwell upon
the earth, 1 come quickly: hmidlgast that wnhich thou
hast, that no one take thy crown.

These Scriptures are offered as proof that the Church
will escape the entire period of tribulation. However, tnere
is a difficulty in connection with the one out of the gospel
according to Luke, Another item of proof must be consldered.

before dealing with the difficulty.

0 Strombeck, op. cit., pp. 152-153.

1l Luke 21:36,

12 Revelation 3:10.
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The "elect" of Matthew, chapter twenty-four. To the

one holding the pre-tribulation rapture theory, the "elect!
of this chapter 1s applied to Israsl, and Israsl, only.

E

The fact that Jesus in verse 15 mentioned the abomina-
tion of desolation spoken of by Danlel shows that He was
speaking of something that concerns Israel. He also said:
"Then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains."
and again; "But pray ye that your flight be not in winter,
neither on the Sabbath day." These statements were sddressed
to Jews. The elect mentioned in verses 22 and 2L, must be
the same people to whom He f%oke. These elect are obviously
not the Church, but Israel.

In the twenty-first chapter of the gospel according to

Luke, the author (Luke) was recording the Mt. Olivet discourse,
the same discourse that is recorded in the twenty-fourth chap=

ter of the gospel according to Matthew. To be consistent, one

must belleve that what Jesus sald to His disciples in one

place concerning one subject must apply in the other place con-
cerning the same subject. If the "elect" in Vatthew, the twen-
ty-fourth chapter applies to the Jews, then the statement that

N E i s
"ve may prevail to escape all these things that shall come to

wih

asg must apply to the Jews also.
b PR

The twenty-four alders.*h In this scene, John, the ones
D b »
who witnessed the scene, saw four "Living creatures" and

"twenty-four elders." The twenty-four elders were sitbting on

13 strombeck, op. cit., p. 141,

1 Tuke 21:36.

-

Revelation li:L-6.
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twenty~-four thrones round about a throne in heaven, and are
arrayed in white garments and wearing crowns of gold. This
scene is interpreted to be a scene depicting the Church in
heaven. The elders symbolize the saints of the 0ld and New

Testaments.

As the "Elders" are representative of both the 014
and New Testament Saints, and the 0l1d Tegtament Salints are
represented by the Twelve Tribes of Israel, and the New
Testament Saints by the Twelve Apostles of the Lamb, they
together make up the 2l representative characters. This
digtinection is clearly brought out in the description of
the New Jerusalem, where the 12 Foundation Stones are
named after the Twelve Apostles of the Lamb, and the 12 6
Gates after the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Rev, 21:10-1l.t

As these "Elders" are seen in heaven before the opening
of the first seal, it is belleved that the Church has been rap-

tured and 1is In heaven before the opening of the tribulation

ke

eriod,

The Misslion of the Holy Spirit. 1In the second letter

of Paul to the Church at Thessalonica Paul speaks of the
revealing of the man of sin.
The day of the Lord. . . will not be, except the
falling away come first, and the man of sin be revealed
« « « And now ye know that which rastrai&ef?, to the end
that He may be revealed in His own season.

The one that restraineth is the Holy Spirit and it is

16 Clarence Larkin, The Book of Revelation (Fox Chass,
Philadelphia: Published by Clarence Larkin, 19107, p. L0

17

II Thessalonians 2:2-6,
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believed by the ones holding the pre-tribulation repture view,

%

that the Holy Spirit is taken out of the world with the Churech
and that all restraint upon lawlessness will be thus removed,
This will allow the man of sin to have full away and the tribu-

lation period will be ushered in.
PART IT
THE TIME OF GREAT TRIBULATION

After the rapture of the Uhurch, which in relation
to the book of Revelation, occurs between the third and fourth
chapter, there are scenes in heaven that are preparatory to
the opening of the first seal in cnapter six the tribulation
period opens. Chapters six to eighteen, inclusive, deal with
this time of trouble,

The first four seals are understood as deplcting the
reign of Anti-Christ. The rider of the white horse is Anti-
Christ coming out conquering and setting up hls reign. War,
famine, and death follow the attempt to set up a reign of

ivilizatlion and pesce upon @arﬁh by dictator methods without

the help of God. The saints under the altar, as seen with the
opening of the rifth seal, are the martyrs of the early part
of the tribulation. The sixth seal is the anticlpation of the

final end.

Chapter seven records the sealing of the "hundred and
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23 18 —

forty and four thousand" out of every tribe of Israel and
, 10

the appearance of the "great multitude,"™~

The hundred and forty four thousand are Jewish Chris-
tilans who will preach the "gospel of the Kingdom”zo during the
tribulation period.

Gaebelein belisves the great multitude before the throne
are gentiles who will be saved during the millennlal reign and
that the throne before which they appear is the millennial,
earthly throne of Christ.?l! Seiss believes that they are nomi-
nal Christiens who have been left behind at the rapture and
because they see that they have failed of the first glory, will
repent and be saved.

They are people wnom the judgment found unprepared, and

1 ¥ 5 1 3 4 - e AT
who consequently were "left" when the rapture of the Church
took place., . . And many, whose repentance comes, alas,

too late for eternity's higher glories will turn themselves
in sorrowful earnestness to that Saviour whose sublimer 55
offers they let slip for this paltry and perishing world.“<

Larkin belleves that they are the ones that will be

o3
saved through martyrdom during the tribulation Jeriod.¢3
> ¥

18 Revelation 7:l.
19 Revelation 7:9.

20 Matthew 2&:1&.

21 prno c. Gaebelein, The Revelation (New York: Publi=-
cation Office "Our Hope," 1015}, p. 50.

22 Joseph A. Selss, D.D., The Apocalypse (New York:
Charles C. Cook, 1005}, Vol. 1, pp. L33-LIT.

23

Larkin, op. cit., p. 67.



56

With the opening of the eighth chapter, the seventh
seal 1s opened and all that happens during the sounding of the
seven trumpets 1s Included in the seventh seal., The judgments
of God uponi an ungodly world are fulfilled in the blewing'of
fhe seven trumpets and are recorded in the eighth and ninth
chapters.

The "two witnesses” of chapter eleven are understood
to be two men. Larkin states positively that they are Moses
and Elijah returned to earth for the purpose of witnessing
during this period,

If we study carefully what shall happen during the

perlcd the "TWO WITNESSES" shall testify, which as we
have seen will be the last half of the "Week," or 3%

years, we shall se that the ”gw& WITNESSES" can be no
other than MOSES and ELIJAH, <"

T

Seiss states that they are Enoch and Elijah. Because
these two men were translated and did not sece death, and as
it is "appointed unto men once to die" they will return to
earth to witness and to be killed.
Whenever we hear of the last great Anti-Christ and the
witnesses who withstand him unto death, Elijah and Enoch,
Enoch and Elijah are the namss we hear from Lnoe lips of

the most eminent teachers, blshops, ap@logisgs, and mar-
tyrs, from the time of the Apostles onward,%>

Gaebelein.states that perhaps they will be two great

instruments, manifesting the spirit of Moses and Elijah,

2l Larkin, op. cit., p. 86.
25 Seiss, op. cit., b, 196.
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endowed with supernatural power. He, however, believes that
& larger number of witnesses‘is in view here.20

Various opinions are given for the identity of the
"Woman" of chapter twelve. Larkin is positive that she is
Israel, and that the "man child" is Christ.27 Seiss believed
that she symbolized the Church of both 01d and New Tastammnts.zg
As iﬁ is the duty of the Church to bring men to new birth, the
"man child" born to the woman symbolizes the saved of the Church.
All of those holding this view of the pre-tribulation rapture
believe that the "dragon" is S8atan.

The first beast of chapter thirteen is the revived
Roman Empire, ruled over by a mighty leader. This leader
is the Anti-Christ of John's first epistle., He will have
great authority over “"every tribe and people and tongue and
nati@n.”gg He is seen as being supernatural, attractive, fas-
cinating and the supplanter of everything divine,

The second beast is the prgghet of the first beast.
The first beast receives his power from the dragon. Hers is
the Satanic Trinity. Satan is the unseen and the "Father™.

The first beast 1s the "son of perdition," and the sescond

25 . . .
Gaebelein, op. clte, pe 70.

27
28

Larkin, op. cit., p. 90.
Seiss, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. 277.
29 Revelation 13:7,.



58
beast, or false prophet carries into living effect the Satanic

will of both the Satanic father and son. These three are "

one
vital essence, ons esconomy, one administration."30 Because of
the activities of the second beast, the first beast will be
worshipped by the people of the whole world, except those whose
names are written in the Lamb's Book of ILife. Then will be
developed the most complete, the most terrible, tyranny ever

to come upon the world.

The "hundred and forty and four thousand">t of chapter
fourteen are either all of Isrsel, a perfect completensss of
the nation, or the hundred and forty four thousand sesled ones
of chapter seven., If they are the sesled ones of chapter
seven, the result of thelr sealing is that they were able to
overcome and are called "virgins,™

Verses fourteen to twenty of chapter fourteen record
the "harvest and the vintage.">2 According to the interpre-
tation glven by the view being considered, these both apply
to the harvest of the wicked, when the wicked are cast into
the winepress of the Wrath of God.

With the sxception of verse one, chapter [ifteen is not

dealt with dogmatically. But verse one, together with chap ter
& ¥ By

30 seiss, op. cit., Vol. 2, p. L17.

31

a2

Revelatlon 1ll:1.

Larkin, op. ¢it., p. 136.
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sixteen 1s the account of the pouring out of the seven vials,
or bowls of wrath, with which the wrath of God is finished,
The seven bowls gilve in detall all that happens to the ungodly
when they are cast into the winepress of the wrath of God.

The Woman of chapter seventeen 1s identified as being
related to the Papacy of the Roman Church, 1s the bride of
Anti-Christ and is celled "Mystery, Babylon the Great. "3
This bride of Antl-Christ will be composed of the followers of
all false religions, This religlous system will fall a viectim
to the "ten kings".3h

Babylon, the city of the nlneteenth chapter, is truly
Zabylon, on the Euphrates river. The prophecies concerning
the destruction of anclent Babylon as recorded in Isalah, Chap-
terg fifty and fifty-one, were never completely fulfilled,
therefore this 1s held as proof that Babylon will be rebuilt
and become the seat of the rule of Anti-Christ, and then it

will be completely destroyed.

Conapter nineteen., The marrlage supper of the Lamb.

This is the glorious scene in heaven, after the judgment of
the members of the Church for rewards, when the wedding supper
of the Lamb 1s held, The actual marriage wasz at the rapture

and this is the celebration. The guests will not be the members

Revelation 17:5.

Revelation 17:12,16.
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of the Church, but will be the 01d T@étam@nt saints and all
of those who are saved out of the Grealt Tribulation.
After the wedding feast the Lord returns to earth with
His bride and destroys the wicked nations and sets up the

millennial reign.



CHAPTER VII

FUTURIST

PRE-MILLENNIAL

POST-TRIBULATION RAPTURE VIEW

The Post-Tribulation view 1s so callsed because the
bellef is that the Church, as well as the Jews, go through
the seven-year period of tribulation. That period is so close
with the second coming of Jesus with His holy angels to gather
Hig Church out of the world and to judge all nations.

Two authors were gselected as rspresentatlives of
view. They are Henry W. Frost, D.D., and S. De Gordon. Be-
cause of dififerences in their expositions, each one was brieflly

outlined to show the trend of thought in this interpretation.
PART I

MATTHEW TWENTY FOUR AND THE REVELATION T

Henry W. Frost, D.D.

SECTION I
MATTHEW TWENTY-FOUR

The period of time Jesus had in view, in His discourse
to the disciples in this chapter, was the zeven-year period

of Jewish history which 18 synchronous with the tribulation
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period,

The time which Christ has in view throughout the chap-
ter, is, as we belleve, the future seven-year pericd in
which the Antichrist is to live and reign on the earth.
This periocd had been defined and described in thne 01d
Testament (Dan, 9:25-27; 11:23-L5; 12: 1-13).

Dr. Frost divided this chapter into three main sections
according to the following outline:
THE INTRODUCTION o « o o o o o s o o o o o
le The place .+ o & & o s » o o s s o o s

1
2, The 0CCABI0N ¢ + » o o s o s s s+ o o 2 2
3. The question « ¢ ¢ s o o 5 « o 2 & + o 3

]

II THE ERQFFEGY a8 & € e @ ® @ e e ® % ® & & & & }4“}4:1&
}.o 1,&@ fiI"S* “alf & L] ® ® e @ L L] ® L] % é?"‘}.
{The &ividing verse, 15)
2‘ r{ghe Q@CUZAQ ﬁ&lf * ® L. L] . ® ® » e L] 15"“&1
IE;{ THE GON{‘STYJ’&D Oﬁ 2 » ¢ & & & [y « ¢ © & & & ® &
3.. Tk}\@ @Xﬂ I‘taf}ion e ® . ® 3 L] L L ® s ¢ &S‘Lh‘é
2, The promise . + o« « o ¢ s o s s s o » % 75
3. T}j.ﬁ‘ Wa:“ni?{}g e ¢ & ® ® » ® ® ® s & o @ U«\'Ci"i:;}.. -
0f these three divisions, only the second, with its two
subdivisions was considered in this study of the great
tribulation.
Jesus was spesking to His disciples as to Jews and
Christians., And in answering their questions of "when"> and
L S X - . -
"what'“ He answered the first with the prophecy as recorded

in verses four to fourteen, and the second In that recorded in

verses sixteen to forty-one. The first period is a periocd of

Henry W, Frost, D.D., Matthew twenty-four and the Reve
elation (New York: Oxford University Press, 1924), p. 12,

2 T
< Frost, Ibld., p. 3,

3 watthew 2L:3.

{ N )
L Matthew 2:3.
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3 ,
"tribulation"” and the second veriod is one of "great tribu-

6

lation,”

It is to be observed that the whole of the seven years
of the Antichrist is a period of tribulation, for the same
Greak word ( ) 1s used 50 describe hoth the first
and second half of that time,

The first half. Verses four to fourteen. "Tribulation,"

The Lord opened His prophecy with an impressive mention of the
apostasy to come and that would precede His coming. He also
indicated that the peril of false teaching was to steadily
incresse until the end. Many saints will be decelved by the
inecrease of inilguity. The tribulation that the psople of God
are to undergo in the first three-and-one-half years will be
indirectly caused by a "time of wars, famines, pestilences,

A
earthquakes, and social and family upheavel.,"”

The [{ifteanth verse,

When therefore ye see the abomination of desolation
winlch was spoken of througlh Daniel the propnet, stan?img
in the holy place (let him that readeth understand).

This event is the mid-point of Daniel's "seventieth

weel' as is shown by the fact that it is svnehronous with
v K,

Ul

Matthew 2&:9.
Matthew 2l:9,
Frost, op. clt., pe 30.

Frost, Ibid,, p} 30.

N2 & -3

Matthew 2li:15,
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with Daniel, chapter nine, verse twenty-seven; and also with

Daniel, chapter twelve, verse eleven., Thils event is that in
2

which Anti-Christ sets himself up in the temple of God.

fhe gecond half. Verses sixteen to fority-one. "Great

Tribulation." During the last three-and-one-half years of the

seven-year tribulatlion period, the Lord's elect suffer as a
direct result of Anti-Christ's deification of himselfl, and his
hatred of God and of all who name the name of Christ. When
Anti-Christ has done his worst, Christ will appear with the

angels to gather His own and to destroy the Evil One.

Conclusion of study of Matthew twenty-four. Dr. Frost

"

believed that if the Jews had accepted Christ as their Messlah,
that the order of events would possibly have been as Follows:

The crucifixion; the resurrectlon; the ascension; the
outpouring of the Spirit (Fentecost); the revelation and
reign of Antichrist; the tribulation; the preaching of
the gospel of the kingdom in the midst of persecutions;
the sign of the Son of Man; the sending forth of the angels
to gather the elect; the appearing of the Son of Man; and
finally, the establishment of the kingdom. Bmt it will be
seen from this outline that the experiences of the seveny
year period would have been subsequent to Pentecost., . .

Frost, op. cit., p. 66,



65
PART T

SECTION II

THE REVELATION

Henry W. Frost, D.D,

The following is Dr, Frost's outline of the book of

Rev&latiom.ll
1. The letter period, seven letters . . . 129 to 3:22
2. The seal pericd, seven seals . . « o o 21 %o 65:17,
el
3. The trumpet period, seven trumpets . o 7:1 to 9:31,
11:18

L. The thunder period, é@V@n thunders . . 10:1-11

5. The vial period, seven vials . . . . . 11:1 %o 16:21
6. The judgment period, seven judgments .. 17:1 to 20:15
7. The new-things period, seven new things

« e« o o 21:1 to 22:5

1. The letter period. Seven letters to seven churches.
The seven churches for whom John received messages, and to whom
he wrote the seven letters, were actually seven churches that
are to be in existence during the seven-year period of the rule
of Anti-Christ updn the earth. This‘fir&t division of the

prophecy 1is a preview of the life of these churches during this

period. Dr. Frost believed that through a readjustment of

11 Frost, Op. cit., pp. B80-83.
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political alliances and nations of the Near East, the churches
named in the gecond and third chapters will be rebuillt and the
prophecies concerning them will be completely fulfilled.

This is the only division that CQVer$ éﬁéj%ul1 seven
years, the other six divisions covering only portibhgyéf the

seven-year period,

2. The seal period. Seven seals opened, 7The reign

of Anti-Christ begins with the opening of the first seal, The
riders of the four horses all represent the Anti-Christ, sym-
bolizing him as a man of peace, of war, of famine, and through
these things, a8 man who brings death to many. The martyrs
under the altar, as seen with the opening of the fifth seal,
are those faithful ones to Christ, who have been slain during
the first four seals. God begins fto move in judgment witb'tna

opening of the slxth seal,

3. The trumpet period. Ssaven trumpets., This period

begins with chapter seven, with an introduction to the things
about to come to pass, God's judgment began in‘pepiod two and
continues on in period three, increasing in intensity until the
end of the seven-year period brings the final and terrible
Judgment of God. The sounding of the seventh trumpet is of

s the ""last trump" that sounds when Jesus

bole

long duration and

comes again. The perlod of the ssven thunders and the perilod
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of the seven vials, both occur under the sounding of the

seventh trumpet.

i« The thunder pericd. The seven thunders. While

thunder in Scripture is ordinarily expressive of the wrath of
God, there is no direct indication of what is the content of
the seven thunders,

This period is the midpoint of the ssven-year period,

o

or in the midst of the "week.,”

S. The vial period. The seven vials of wrath. This

period covers chapters sleven to sixteen. Chapters eleven to
fif'teen are introductory chapters to the events that take place
during this period,

The two witnesses of chapter eleven were believed to be
Moseg and BElijdh.

The woman in chapmﬁ°tﬁﬁlv& was Mary: the man-child was
Christ. Mary was the representative of the Church, for the

Church 1s to give spiritual Birth to persons who become members
of the body of Christ. '

The first beast of chapter thirteen is seen rising up
out of the "sea," This "sea" 1s symbolical of the nations, or
Gentiles. This beast is the Anti-Christ, 1s a Gentile, and a

ruler over ten kingdoms. The second beast 1s a Jew, and ths

prophet of the first beast. The dragon, the {irst beast, and



68

the second beast together fofm the satanlc trinity that shall

rule the world. Dr. Frost gives no interpretation of the num-
ber "sixz hundred and sixty six,“ls except that 1t expresses a

perfect incompleteness.

Chapter fourteen is divided into three parts;

Which may be described, in the phraseo’ gy of Leviticus
as follows: first, the first fruits (1l:31 ~5)' gecond,  the
harvest (1li:1l- 16}, and third, the vintage (li :17-20). 1k

The first-frults are the "hundred and forty and four

novsand”15 and are the same ones represented by this number
in chapter seven. They are Christian Jews who have been trans-
lated and are seen to be around the throne of God.

The harvest is the ﬁranslation of the CGentile Christlans

and is the Rapture.
The vintage represents the pouring out of the wrath of
God upon the world. |

These three events are fore-views of what actually oc-
curas in the niﬁet@emth chapter, the harvest being the actual
coming of Christ for His saints and the vintage beling the coming
of Christ with His saints. Verse Sevén of echapter ten ls the

pivotal verse of the Rapture, chapter fourteen 1s the plvotal

Revelation 13:18,
1l

15

Frost, op. clt., p. 231.

Revelabtion 1l:1.
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chapter of the Rapture, but both actually have their fulfill-
ment in chapter nineteen,

With the opening of chapter sixteen the vial period

proper begins.

&. The judgment period, The seven judgments. The

Tirst judgment is that of "mystical Babylon" or the false
church and is revealed in the seventeenth chapter, Anclent
Babylon, with 1ts Baal worship is a type of the new actual
Babylon, which is to be rebuilt on the river Buphrates, and
which will contain every false ligion that man can devise,
Rome and Jerusalem will also be united in some way in this

'3 Ky

apostasized, mystlcal union. These three cities will form a

-

trini§y of cities from which Anti-tChrist will rule the world.
The first judgment Falls upon this false rel igious system.

The second judgment is revealed in the elghteenth chap=-
ter and falls upon the rebuilt city of Babylon which will be
the center of world trade. In-the destruction of this city the
prophecy of Iaaiahlé in regard to the destruction of Babylon
will be fulfilled.

Foilawihg 1s a list of the seven judgments:

1. On mystical Bab¥lon o o 4 4 o 4 4 « & . . 17:1-18.

2. On commercial Babylon « « v v v « 4o & o . 18:1- 2l

3. QI’}. th@ CﬁUI’Ch e & o L3 e » * & e LI LI 19:1"‘109

ot
O

Isaish, chapters 13 and 1l,
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lis On Anti-Christ and the false prophet . . 19:11-20.
5 On the nations ¢ o« « « o » o « o 19:21 Lo 20:1-9
6. oOn satan and his angels. o o« o o o o« & 20:10

7. On%;he Wick@d dﬁ*ad ® @ ® e ® ™ s ® * * Y 20:11"’15:
PART II
SECTION I

EXPOSTION ON NATTHEW TWENTY-FOURLT

3. D. Gordon

In his exposition of the words of Jesus concerning the
time of great tribulation as recorded in the twenty-fourth
chapter of Matthew, Mr, Gordon divides the subject matter into

four divisions or paragraphs.

1.  Paragraph one. Verses four to eight. This paragraph

cautions against men coming under the pretense of being Christ
and gives general characteristics of the beginning of the tribu-
lation, whith characteristics will include wars, rumours of

wars, Tamines, and esarthquakes,

2. Paragraph two. Verses nine to fourteen., In this

passage Jesus told of great tribulaticn coming to His followers,

These followers are Christians, The Church will go through

17 £. D. Gordon, (ulet Talks About Our Lord's Return,
{new York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1912}, pp. 30-4.0.
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thls time of trouble which will be a preat time of testing and
sifting, and will end when the gospel of the kingdom is

preached in all nations.

3. [raragraph three. Verses fifteen to eighteen. This

paragraph glves the opening event of the tribulation which

Fal

hing or someone called "the abomination of deso-

ct

refers to some
lation." When this is seen standing in the Holy Place of the
temple of Jerusalem, that will indicabe the beginning of the

tribulation,

s Paragraph four. Verses twenty-nine to thirty-one.

These verses give the closing events of the tribulation which

include the disturbances in the heavens, the sign of the Son

4

heavens and the sgending forth of the angels to

«

of Wan in ths

gather the redeemed from the four corners of the world.

o

EXPOSITICN OF THE BOOK OF REVEEfTI@Nl

5. D, Gordon

Mr. Gordon, for the purposes of expositlion, divided the

book of Revelation into five divisions, as given in the following

18 Gordon, Ibid., pp. 11L=1Ll.
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outline: .

Introduction « « « v & o ¢ o o &« & o « » 1:1-8

Vision of glorified Jesus . . o« « . . o 1:9=20

Message to followers on earth ; o + + « chaps. 2-3

Group of coming events . « + o . . o . . L to 22:5

Closing personal paragraphs . . . « . . 22:6=21

O0f these divisions, only one deals directly with the
tribulation period, thus was the only cne considered; namely,
"Groups of coming events." fThis division is further divided
into an introduction and se?em vigions. ZEach of these visions
covers the same period of time (the tribulation) but sach
emphaslzes a different aspect of that time. Visions 1, 2, 3,

and 5 close with a great earthguake.

Group of coming events. Chapters four and five are

introductory chapters to the group of coming events, These
two chapters describe a scene in heaven of great dazzling
glory. There 1s a throne aetjaﬁd the One sitting on the throne
has a sealed roll in His right hand. Only One is found who is
worthy to open that roll and this One proves to be the Lord
Jesus,

To &ndeﬁstamd the meaning of this scene it is naceés&ry
to astudy the symbolism mf Jeremiah, chapter thirty-two. There
allusion is made to the simple, primitive Quétom\of the Hebrew

3

people in the exchange of real estate. When property was pur-
.g') e _ L

chased the deed to the new owner was made out in duplicate, an



open copy and a sealed copy. The seai&& Qogg was the p@rgi

copy of the purchaser, and ag such was pyeaf af nis own@rship.‘
This sealed roll could belong to na~onﬁebat Jesus, for
no one else had rightful claim to it. "For Thou W&St ﬁl&ln,
and dldst uurchase unto God with Thy blood men of &v&ry trmbe,
end tongue, and people, and nation.," 19 When the first seal is
opened the tribulation period opens and Jesus begins the taék
of dispossessing the unrighteous people who have been in pos=-

session of the earth.

Vision one. Opening of the sealed roll. Chapters six

and seven., The goling forth of the conquering one is followed
by war, f&min@, death, and-pers&cutioﬁ, and the killing of
Christ's followers, This is followed by a great earZQQHdkﬁ,
and disturbances of heavenly bodies, and mourning among men,
This is a final scene and coincides with the closing event of
the tribulation perlod, as described in the Olivet talk.
Chapter seven is a parentinetical chapter contalning
the record of the sealing of the one hundred and forty four
thousand of Esraei. This symbollzes the pouring out of the
Holy Spirit on all of Israel, The number, one hundred and
forty-four tlaasand being a number of composite completeness.
The vision of the great multitude in heaven is a scene

of the saved of earth after the rapture,

19 Revelation. 5:9.
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These two iltems in the parentheals occur in connectlon
with the earthquake and the shaking of the heavens. In
connection with the closing of the tribulation time occurs
+this double event, the conversion of the Jews down upon
earth, and the catching away from earth to heaven of the
followers of our Lord Jesus.

Second vision. Chapters eight and nine; eleven, verse

fifteen to close of chapter. The sgeven trumpeta. Chapters

eight and nine contain a scene of great woes coming upon the
earth., This scene begins with a period of silence that seems
to answer to the hush of the great sounds of pralse in chap-
ters four and five., This takes the thought back to the same
starting point as that of the first vision.

There 1s a parenthetical break running from chapter
ten, verse one, ts'ehapter'&ieven,,V@PS@ fourteen, This sec~

tion contains two subdivisions. First, in chapter ten there

1. The seven thund@rs that John is not allowed to
record,

7. A solemn declaration that there will be no further

3., A personal word for Jobn.
The second portion of the parenthetical gsection lsg
P i
chapter eleven with the account of the two witnesses, This

proves, also, to be the third vision. The witnesses are not
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ldentified with any special names or groups, but are evident
proof that there will be an unbroken witness for God through
the tribulation.

Both visions, two and three, end with a great earth-

quake in the closing verses of chapter eleven.

Pourth vi@w. Chapters twelve to fourteen., This vision

covers the same period of time as the other visions, but is a

sketeh of the career of the "lawless one"2l of Faul's writings

e e 22

and the "Anti-Christ' of Jonn.
The woman of chapter twelve 1s Israel, who gave birih

to Jesus in the person of Wary. The Church is the "rest of

"23  This is a time of persecution of the Jewish

her seed,
nation, which continues for fartﬁ#two months.
The ‘sketch of the career of the "Beast" is recorded in

apter thirteen. In him are combined all of the svil traits
and all the power of thé Evil One himself, The second beast
is an assistant to the first, having great influence over
crowds and doin ng wiraculous things. This is a time of. great
ﬁribulatisn for the people of God, the Church of Christ., Tt
1g the great testing time Qf the saints. Then right at the

5 2

height of the trial, there 1s a new sight before the throne.

21 II Thessalonians 2:8,

g}
22 I John 2:18,

23 Revelation 12:17.
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A gréat multitude 1s before the throne surrounding the Lord
Jesus. The thing that has happened is that when things are
theilr devilish worst, Jesus returns for Fis own and has

caught away His believing followers. This group is the hundred
and forty four thousand of chapter fourteen, The end 1s quilckly

told in the language of the harvest,

ifth vision., Chapters fifteen and sixteen., The rifth

b

view makﬁs up chapter sixteen, with chapter fifteen as an
explaﬁ&torg introduction., This view does not cover the whole
period, but events near its close, therefore, chapter fifteen
connects back to the tribulation martyrs and events of other
views. Chapter sixteen gives the account of fimél events of
the tribulation ending with a great earthquake as in other

views,

Sixth view., Chapter seventeen., Nr. Gordon bellieved.

that the woman of chapter seventeen, called "lystery, Babylon

-

the Great" 1s symbolical of the external organization with the

o

Holy Spirit having been removed, It 1s the tree of the Church,

the Roman Church bsling

L]

the main stem, the Greek Orthodox beling
the first branching out, and the rest of the dencminatlions

branching out in order. The Church as an organizatlon has gone

over to the enemy.

Beventn view., Chapter eiphteen, The last look 1ls at
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the city of Babylon. This is the anclent city rebuilt and has
become tne head of the rdiglous system. This view closes
wlth the final destruction of this c¢ity. The destruction will
be the final fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah in regard

to the destruction of Babylon.

Conclusion,

The remainder of the book of Revelation can be quickly,
briefly gathered up. Chapter ninetesn begins with a great
burst of praise by the multitudes in heaven. The Tord
Jesus comes out of the opened heavens, riding to war against
the assembled hosts of evil on the earth. A word from His
lips decides the conflict, the lawless ons and his court-
preacher are taken captive, Safan himself bound, the resur-
rectlon of dead believers takes place, a?d Christ's own
people reign with Him a thousand y@ars.gi

22‘% GGrdQﬁ, «QE' Cit. 2 }r}' - 1)3:’%0



CHAPTER VIII
AUTHOR'S VIEW

The author had no intention of becoming a setter gorth
of new doctrines, but merely to give expression to the convic-
tion he had come to in an effort to harmonize the difficultises
of the varlous views,

The Scriptures plainly tell us that "evil men and impos-
ters shall wax worse and worse, decelving and being d@ceived,“z
and that they will get to the place where they shall be ﬁﬁemy»
ing even the Master that bought th@m,”z until the pecple of
God will "be hated of all the nations for"> the sake of the
name of Jesus,

This tribulation shall get worse until such time as it
will be headed up in that one that shall deny God and set him=
self up as God. When the time seems hopeless for the Church
and those Jews who, though t@gy have never accepted Jesus, yet
have never ceased to look f@% the comlng of thelr Messilah,
Jesus will come and send His angels to gather the Church from
the four winds and they, the Church, shall be caught up to be

with Him, and these Jews will look upon Him whom they pierced

T Timothy 3:13.
II Peter 2:1,

Matthew 2li:9,
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and accept Him and shall go away into a place prepared for them,

Come my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut
thy doors about thee: hide thyself for g little moment,’
until the indignation be overpast. For, Jehovah cometh
forth out of His place to punish the Inhabitants of the
earth for thelr iniquity: the earth also sha&l disclose
her blood, and shsall no more cover her slain.” '

And the woman fled Into the wilderness, where ghe hath
a place prepared of God, that there they nay nourish her
a thousand two hundred and threescore days.,
The naticns will then be allowed to destroy one another
in extreme wickedness until such time as God says 1t 1s enough,
then will be a great earthguake, great hall will fall and

Jesus will return with His saints to set up the millennisal

relgn,.

Seriptural evidence., The importance of the place in

prophecy held by the words of Jesus as recorded in the twenty-
fourth chapter of the Gospel according to Matthew is shown in
the words of Dr. Frost.,

The twenty-fourth chapter of the Gospel according to
Matthew occuples a unique place in the prophetic writings.
This is the case for two reasons, In the first place,
apart from the Revelatlion, it 1s the fullest presentation
of the period in view to be found In the Word of God; and
in the second, 1t 1s evidently the model after which all
later prophecies, inecluding the Revelation, are patterned,
the mold into which they are run, the key by which they are

H
Y Tgaiah 26:20-21.

Revelation 12:6,
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unlocked. « . The chapter thané has a paramount claim
upon all students of prophecy.

It has been noticed that when Jesus answered the three
questions of the disciples, He did not explicitly say to which
guestions the various elements of His answer applied. He an-
swered as 1f there was only one question to answer, Appsrently
He knew that one answer would cover the questions.

In reality, there were only two questions asked, as
follows:

1. When shall these things be: (The destruction of
the temple).

- E ”
2. What shall be the sign G% thy coming {Tf@DOLIJLa},
and the end of the world (age}?

Jesus answered the first question by telling of events

£
that would come to pass, and>did come to pags, in the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem. In this the Praeterist interpreters are
correct.

But there were some elements of this answer that were
not fulfilled at that time: .

1. The gospel had not been preached in the whole hab-
itable world, To iInterpret thils as meaning the then known

world, is not sufflcient.

2. At the destruction of Jerusalem, Jesus did not

6

Henry W. Frost, Matthew Twenty-four and the Revelation
Oxford University Press, American Branch, 1924), pe 1lle

{New Yor

ks
T rims
Matthew 2&:3.
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come "as lightning,” neither did He fulfill the wards\sfa%hg
angels as they spoke to the disciples who were staniing look-
ing up when Jesus ascended.g

3. The "elect," whether they be Jew or the Church,
were not gathered by the angels from the four winds and from
one end of heaven to the other,

If Jesus was*ansﬁ@ring more than the first guestion,
His answer must apply to the second guestion, "What is the

-
gn

*,,}h

sign of Thy coming and of the end of the world?" The "s
is thes subject of the sentence, therefore Jesus' answer must
give the slgn of His parousias. The sign of the fig tree is
not sufficient to answer this guestion and to apply the ele=~
ments not fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem. There-
fore, 1t secemed ressonable to believe that the destruction of
Jerusalem must have been a pattern or ghadow of the events
that were to come fo pass preceding and at the time of His
coming.

Of the vgrigug ave&té that happened in the destruction
of Jerusalem, one egpeclally was of great interest, That was
the ssgcape of the Christians from besieged Jerusalem. Geatius
Gallug first surrounded Jerusalem with his troops and laid
siege against‘it with good prospects of success. At that time

Jerusalem had many Christlans in it. Then, for no apparent
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reason Gallus started to retreat with his troops and as a
result was gursued by the Jewlsh armies and many of his sol-
diers lost their 1ives.9 The Christians, remembering the words
of Jesus, took advantage of the 1ifting of the siege and fled
Jerusalem and esca?ad. After a briel respite, Jerusalem was
again besleged by the Romans under Titus and not a single in-
habltant of Jerusalem escaped. All either were killed or taken
prisoner.lo Therefore 1t can be truly sald that out of the
midst of tribulation the saved of the TLord escaped,

Another point that is of greatest Importance in the
interpretation of ﬁatthew twenty~four, is the guestion of the
identity of the eslect. Was Jesus talking to the disciples as
Jews or as representatives and_éeed of the Church? The use
of the Greek word, (eclectos) has already besen dig-
cugsed in Chapter I1. &mefhﬁr ciue as to the ildentity of the
""elect” was found in the chronologleal order of the calling of
the twelve apostles. Jesus did not choose the twelve until it
was very evident bthat ﬁh@-réiars of Jerusalem had re jected Him
and Intended to put Him to death. Matthew, Mark, 8nd Luke
record the lact that alter Jesus healed the man with the with-

ered hand on the Sabbasth the FPhariseess and the Ferodians took

&
LS

Flavius Josephus "Wars of the Jews" Translated by
William Whiston, A.M. (Philadelphla: The John C. Winston Co.
[r.a] ), Book II, pp. 700-703.

10 1p14., Book VI, pp. 831-832.

EX
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counsel against Him, how they might destroy Him;

And the Pharisees went out, and straightway wlith the
Eersdianslfook counsel against him, how they might des-
troy him,.

Mark and Luke both rscord that it was almost inmedi-
ately after this that Jesus, after spending the night in

prayver, called the twelve,

Cf the views studied, all except the Fubturist Fre-
milllennial, Pre-tribulation Rapture group interpreted the
"elect"™ to be the Church.

P

The preponderance of the evidence is toward consider-

ing the "elect" to be the Church. If this is true, then the

ES
coming of the Son of Man, and His sending of His angels to
gather the elect 1s the rapture and the same esvent asg that of

I Thessalonlans, the fourth chapter and the thirteenth to

seventeanth verses,

With this as a key, the study was turned to the book of
Revelation, Before entering a textual examination of the book
of Revelation, a few outstanding characteristics of the book

were notlced. First, there is an Interésting series of "twos"

in the book.

Of the faithful,

1. In chapters four and five are geen the twenty-four

elders which immedlately suggest the twelve tribes of Israel

1ﬁark 3:6,
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and the twelve apostles. These two groups are mentioned in
this order in chapter twenty-sn&.lg

2s In chapter seven, there are found Lwo more groups,
the one hundred and forty-four thousand of Israel, and the
great multitude before the throne, of every tribe and tongue
and nation.

3, Chapter eleven contains the vislon of the two
witnesses,

L. Chépter twelve tells of the "woman' and the "the rest
of her seed;" both persecuted by the dragon,

5. Chapter fourteen, verses fourteen to twenty, tells

of two harvests, or rather a harvest and a vintage., Another

et
d
[

Serir

&

ure similer to this is found in Josl the third chap ter,
the thirteenth verse.

Put ye in the sickle; for the harvest is ripe: come,
tread ye; for the winepress is_full, the vats overflow;
for their wickedness 1ls great.

In connesctlon with this Scripture in Joel, .two more

palrs are found, as follows:

I will execute judgment upon thfﬁ there (1) for my
people and (2} my heritage Israel,

12 Revelation 21:12,1k.

13 Joel 3:13, .

W roe 3.0,
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But Jehovah will be a (1) refuge unto his _people, and
a (2) stronghold to the children of Israel,iD

This harvest and vintage also parallels very closely
the parables of Jesus in the thirteenth chapter of Matthew,
concerning the harvest of the tares and the grain; and the
drawing of the net that gathered every kind, and the good was
gathered into vessels and the bad cast away., If this inter-
pretation reflects the truth as the Lord intended it, then the
harvest is the Lord gathering His own, and the vintage ls the
casting away of the wicked, Therefore, in chapter fourteen,
there 1s found, as in chapter seven, the hundred and forty
four thousand of Israel and the gathering of the righteous of
the Lord,

o Chapter fiftéen records a scene of a group that sing
two songs, the song of Woses and the song of the Lamb.

It seemed possible to the author that these two groups

could be, in all instancesg, Israel and the Church.

Iwo divisions of the book of Revelation from chapter

four to chapter eighteen. The subject matter of these chap=-

ters dlvides very well into two divisions of parallel accounts
of the same period of tire. The characteristics of thege two

periods are shown in chart form on the following page,

15 Joel 3:16,



THE TWO DIVISIONS OF THE

REVELATION FROM CHAPTER FOUR TO

Sectlon One

Chapters L-11
As seen
from heaven

Chapters L and 5

Chapter 6
Chapter 6:9-11

Chapter 7
Chapter 10:5~7

chapters 8, 9
11:18=-19

Chapter 9:13-21
tnder sixth
trumpeb

Chapter 10:6
"delay no longer"
To be completed in
days when seventh
angel sounds

Chapter>11119

Parallel
Charscteristics

Introduction

Beginnings of
tribulation

Great trisl for
God's people

Protection of
Israel, and the
Rapture

Angel bringing
pQGd tidings and

warnings of Judgment

Great twmilt upon
the sarth

Batitle of
Armageddon
End of CGod's

longsuffering

Earthguake and

great hail
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BOOK OF THE

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

Section Two

Chapters 11-18
A8 seen
from earth

“hapter 12

Chepter 13
Chapter 13:8,17

Chapter 1l

Chape 1h:6,7

Chap. 14:6,7

Chapter 16:16
Iinder sixth
bowl of wrath

Chapter *é,l?
“It is done.”

Under seventh
bowl of wrath

Chapter 16:18,21
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The Book of the Revelation. The tribulation opens with

the opening of the first seal of chapter six., The Fifth seal
bears record that fellow-servants of those that had been slain
for the Word of God were'still upon the esrth and were to be
k¥11led as those wiose soulswere under the altar,

Under the zixth seal were seen the signs in the heav-
ens, and chapter seven tells of the sealing of the hundred and
forty four thousand of Israel, and of the great multitude in
heaven. <he sealing of the Israclites represents them going
into the place prepared for them. The great multitude reprs-
sents the ?aﬁtured Church of all ages Including those who have
a part in the first resurrection, for they are out of "every
nation and of all tribes and peoples and tangu@s.“lé When did

this happen? Below is given a table of parallel passages,

SELECTED VERSES FROM

MATTHEW TWENTY-FOURTH \ : LUKE SEVENTEEN
' CHAPTER . CHAPTER
-When therefore ye see And they shall say to ymu,
the abomination of desola- Lo, there! Lo, here! go not
tlon, which was spoken of away, nor follow after them:

through Daniel the prophet, For as the lightning, when it
standing in the holy .place, lighteneth out of the one part

then let them that are in under the heaven, shineth into
Judea flee unto the moun- the other part under hesven:
tains: let him that is on s0 shall the Son of WMan be in
the housetop not go down to His day. . . 1In that day, he
take out the things that that shall be on the housetop,
are in his house: and let and his goods in the house,

Revelation 7:9.



him that is in the fileld
not return back to take his
cloak., . . For then shall
be great tribulation, such
as hath not been from the
beginning of the world un-=

til now, no, nor ever shall
be., And except those days

had been shortened, no flesh
would have been saved: but
for the elect's sake thosge
days shall be shortened,
Then 1f any man shall say
unto you, Lo, here 1s the
Christ, or here; bellsve 1i%¥
not. . . For as the light-
ning cometh forth from the
east, and ls seen even unto
the west;.so shall be the
coming of the Son of man.
Wheresoever the carcass 1s,
there will the eagles be
gathered btogether. But im-
medlately after the tribu-
lation of those days the sun
shall be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her
lisht, and the stars shall
fall from heaven, and the
powers of the heavens: shall
be shaken: and then shsall
appear the sign of the Son
of man in heaven: ..and then
shall all the tribes of the
earth mourn, and they shall
see the Son of man coming
on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory.
And He shall dend forth His
angels with a great sound
of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together His elect
from the four winds, from
one end of heaven toc the
other. g
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let him not go down to take
them away and let him that is
in the fleld likewise not pe-
turn back. . « I say unto

yvou, in that night there

shall be two men on one bed;
the one shall be taken, and
the other left. There shall
be two women grinding together;
the one shall be taken, and
the other shd 1 be léft.. And.
they answering say unto Him,
Where Lord? And He sald unto
them, Where the body 1s, thi-
ther will the eagles also be
gathered together,

REVELATION CHAPTER SIX

And 1 saw when He opened
the sixth sesl, and there was
a great earthguake; and the
sun became black as sackcloth
of hair, and the whole moon
became as blood; and the stars

“of the heaven fell unto the

sarth, as a fig tree casteth
her unripe figs when she 1s
shaken of a great wind. And
the heaven was removed as a
scroll when 1t is rolled up;
And every mountain and island
were moved out of their places,
And the kings of the earth. . .
and every bondman and free

man nid themselves in caves
and in the rocks of the moun-
tains; and they say to the
mowntains: and to the rocks,
Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of Him that sitteth
on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb; for the
great day of thelr wrath 1is
come; and who 1s able to

stand.
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With the Church gone and the fal thful Jews gathered
into & place apart, the scene opens on the beginning of the
wrath of God. Chapter eight opens with silence in heaven for
half an hour. No singing of angels, no rejoicing in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth. Silence, Awe. For even the
patience and long suffering of Almighty God has come to an
end., In chapters eight and nine, and in chapter eleven, verse
fifteen to the end of the chapter, the seven trumpets are
sounded which bring woe upon the earth and bring the culminatlon.
Chapter nine, verses thirteen to nineteen tells of the
breat battle upon earth that is parallel to the battle of Armag-
eddon, as recorded in chapter sixteen.
-In chapter ten it is seen that an angel brings the mes-
sage that there will be delay no longer,
And the angel that I sa@. . . aware by Him that liveth
for ever and ever,. . . that there shall be delay no longer;
but in the days of the voice of the ssventh angel, when he
i1s about to sound, then if finished the mystery of God,
aoccrd;yg to thg’gogd tidings which He declared to His ser-
vants the prophets. [
4lso, in this chapter, John is glven the commandment to
prophesy "agaln over many peoples and nations and tongues and

king&.”la Seeing that John did not write another book of pro-

phecy, this statement could mean that John is to glve this

ot
o}

Revelation 10:5=-7,

]
(@]

Revelation 10:11.
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prophecy again, Chapters twelve to eighteen seem to fulfill
this prophecy.

Chapter eleven tells of the two witnesses who testify
under great trisal. Th@ period of thelr testimony 1s a thousand
two hundred and threescore days, or three years and & half.
These two witnesses are, in the opinion of the author, Israsl
and the Church. At the close of the period of thelr testimony,
their witness or influence is "killed" by official decree frém
the seat of authority of Antl-Christ.

Chapter twelve takes the scene back to the birth and

kY

ascension of Lord Jesus, for the woman "arrayed with the

f‘?

sun, and moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of

‘ e Wl
twelve stars

£its the natlion Israel better than any other
one figure of history. Church history is not mentioned, but
has come to pass between verses five and six of this chapter.
Satan, the great red dragon, persecubes Israel and when she
is prét@cted by God,-he turns to persecute the Church, who 1s
"the rest of her seed that keep the commandments of God and
nold @hé testimony of Jesus."20

Chapter’thirtaem.télas of the besst and the Talse pro-

phet. The beast 1s the head of the world empire and the false

prophet the head of Talse world religion. It is to be a time

1
? Revelation 12:1,

e} .
20 pevelation 12:17.
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of dire straits for the people of God, Verse eight states:

And all that dwell on the earth ghall worship him,
everyone wnose name hath not bsen written from the foun-
dation of the WOE%@ in the book of life of the Lamb that
hath been slain.

Verse seventeen tells what wlll happen to thoss who do

not worship the beast.

And that no man should be able to buy or sel, save he
that hath the magg, even the name of the beast or the num-
ber of his name,

Chapter fourteen repeats the story of chapter seven,

With the opening of the chapter, the hundred and forty four
thousand are seen again, this time in a blessed relationship
to the ¥Messiah of Isrsel, the Christ of the Church, Verses
six and seven mention the angel that proclaims good tidings
and the warnings of judgment to come, Verses fourteen to six-

.

teen tell of the harvest at the end of the world fage). The
Lord gathers the righteous to Himself. Verses seventeen to
twenty tell of the harvest of the wicked. This harvest is a
foreview of the judgments as they are recorded in chapter
sixteen,

The seven bowls of wrath that finish the wrath of God

are poured out in chagfer sixteen. Verse sixteen tells of the

gathering for the battle of Armageddon, and when the seventh

Revelatlon 13:8,

22 Revelation 13:17.
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bowl is poured oubt in verse seventeen, a volce from the throne
is heard saying, "It is done." Verses elghteen and twenty-one
tell of the great earthquake and great hall that is the sign
of the f[inal culminaﬁicn. Verse nineteen 1s a foreview of the
destruction of Babvlon which comes to pass in chapters seven-
teen and eighteen,

Rabylon the system of world religion is destroyed in
chapter seventeen and 3Babylon the great world commerclal sys-
tem is destroyed in chapter eighteen.

Ghapﬁ@r nineteen records the marriage supper of the
Lamb and His coming to the earth with His salnts to set up the

millennial reign.



CHAPTER IX
CONCLUSION
I. SUMMARY

The purpose of atudy, as stated in chapter one of this
thesis, was to arrive at a convictlon on what the Scriptures
had to teach on the subject of the "Great Tribulation." After
the study was completed 1t was real ized that the words of
W. Graham écroggia expressed a great truth:

No one mind, or system of interpretation, has a monopoly
of truth, but all who are serious, devout, and studious

have gome contribution to Take towards the more perfect
understanding of the Word.

Every interpretation studled presented some truth as

well as some difficulties,

w

ome truths arnd diffitulties presented in the views

studied. -

Praeterists., While 1t is true that the events that

happened in connection with the destruction of Jerusalem ful-
filled szowe of the ﬁraphcciagtJesus utteréd in His discourse
to the disciples in the Olivet talks, yet they did not fulfill
all of the detéils of that prophecy. As the Praeterists inter-

pret the thirteenth to nineteenth chapters of Revelation to be

W. Graham Scroggie, The Great Unveiling (Gl asgow:
The Hulbert Fublishing Co., Ltd., 1925), p. 79. :
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speaking of Nero and the Nerolan persecution, this makes it
necessary for the book of Revelation to have been written be-
fore 60 A.D., for 1t to be a book of prophecy. The book of
Revelation was actually written approximately 90 A.D.; 80 could

not apply to the Neronian era. ({A.D. 54-68).

Historicists. There are many parallels between his-

tory and prophecy as presented by tinls interpretation. However,
many of the points presented are weak in their application and
deal with very small areas of countries as was noticed in the

conclusion of Chapter V. This view does not adequatey fulfill

the prophecles.

Paiturist: Pre-millennial, Pre-Tribulation Rapture view,

The Puturist interpretation does give more adequate provision
for the fulfillment of prophecy and, as the views of the Frae-
terists and Yistoricists do not give adequate place for comple te
fulfilliment, there must be a place in the future for fulfill-
ment, if one believes the Bible to be the Word of God.

8uﬁ the pre-tribulation view presents some problems of
interpretation. The interpretation that the "elect" of Natthew,
twenty-four; and mark; thirteen, is Israel is very difficult
to prove, If it does not apply to Israel, then 1t must apply
to the Church, and the Church will go through tribulation.

Another point of difficulty is the question of the
P 3

"tpibulation saints." All of the views studled agree that
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there will be saved Gentiles on earth during the tribulation.
Tf the Church is raptured before the tribulation, there 1is
difficulty in determining Dy what method they are saved. One
of the arguments of tnis view is that the Church is to reign

N

with Christ, and that the twenty-four "elders," of chapter
four have crowns while the "Great vultitude of chapter seven
only have palms in thelr nands, But mention is made of the
multitude in chapter twenty, verse four, where they are said

to reign with Christ a thousand years. Surely, not without

CTOWIE .,

Puturist, Pre-millennisl, Post-tribulation Rapture. In

order to solve the difficulties of the former view, this view
believes that the "elect" of Matthew twenty-four, to be the
Cchurch. The Church goes through all of the tribulaticn, and

at the end tﬁe Son of Man comss, ﬁék@s the Church out of the
Wcrlﬁ and immediately, or aflter a very short periocd of time,

He comes all ﬁh@ way to earth with His saints and sets up the
millennial rule. The ¢hurch is to go through such esvents &as
those recorded in chapters eight, nine, and sixteen of the book
of Revelation. This is difficult to accept, because these chap~
ters appear to record the coming of the wrath of God upon men
and the Ecripiuﬁes definitely say that the éhuych will escape
the wrath of Gad. Alsc, there are no indications in fthese

chapters that the saints are on earth at thils time.
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From the study of these various interpretations the
author came to the conclusion that the fhureh will go through
the tribulation, but will not be upon earth when the wrath of
God begins upon the earth., There must be & distinction made

between tribulation and wrabh.

author's view., 1In making the distinction between trib-

uwlation and wrath, and agsuming that the Church goes through
tribuia@ian, nwut not wrath, some problems are solved. The
method by which the sdints of the tribulatlon are saved is
readily seen., The saints are of the Church. This view har-
monizes with the seemingly apparent fact that the "glect' are

3

the Church, and yet the Church does not experience the wrath
of God.

One problem that arises with this view igs the difficul-
ty in explaining the geripture that states that the two witnes~
ses after beling f111ed" their bodies are allowed to lie in
the sitreet of "the great city, which spiritually is called

Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was cr&cifiad.“g The

sther'3 could be the rapture.

ty

volce calling them to ''come up
Tn summing up the complete study, the following words
of Dr. Ironside are very figting:

0thers have written far mors fully and more ably on this

N

Revelation 11:8.

L

Ravelaticn‘11:12.
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guestion than I. May it be ours to search the
Scriptures dally whether these things be sp, and
to live in the power of that Blessed Hope.”

Iy

Harry A. JTronside, Not Wrath but Rapture (Vew York:
Loizeaux Bros., [(n.dJ ), pe L8, B
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