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INTRODUCIION

The Problem. Tithing is included as & porition of & Chrise

tizn's obligaetlon to the Church by most Christisn groups of today.

! considersble amount of material has been written on the subject.

o
o
@

These materials very in approach and interpretation. It wa

-l
¥

zuthor's purvose to find the Biblical bssis asnd teaching for ti-

thing, both in the 01ld znd lHew leslaments,

9

Justification of the Study, ‘The repeated references to

o

tithing in the Scriptures aserk it zs o subject worthy of special
study. The adverse view of some Christisns, such us 2r. Cherles

23

Fuller and Joseoh H. Cohn of the imerican Hoard of issions to
the Jews, toward some asvecis of tithing werrants sn investiga-

tion of the [Biblical tesching.

The suthor developed an lncroase in bthe subject
through & term paper written on the szme subject esrlier in his

gseninary studles,

Sources of Data. The vrimery source of dabta wes the sper-

ican Standard Version, 1901, of the Holy Bible. Ihe Apoeryphal

books of the 0ld Testazment, ass revised in 1894, w

inelud-
ed. lumerous velgmes on the tithe ss well as bocks desling with
Bt@w&rﬁshi?‘W@ra studied. The oubtstanding works on the tithe

are two volumes by the Snglish student Dr, Henry Lansdell entitled

The Sacred Tenth, This work was first psublished about 1905, llis
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work traces the history of the tithe from anticuity forward %o
the twentieth century. Nearly every source of dats consulted

was indebied to the monumentsl work of Dr., Lansdell, Phie suthor

likewlise drew heazvily on his work,

Basle fssumptions, The author's busic assumphlon was that

the Holy #ible is the inspired, zsuthoritstive and vreserved word
of Gpd for every generstion. The Bible is true history and its

hip for 21l Chrise

teachings convey principles of obedience and

tians., There is & unity in the two Testamoents,

Limitations of the Study. The study was besicslly z Bidble

i

study, The references in the Dible are few in number, frapgmen-
tory in explanstion, and often given In an indi
related studies of firstfrults, offeriungs, stewardssly end socpi-

ficas were maﬁ studied, These toplcs offer on eres for sdditionsl

future study.

Definltione, The following deflinitions. indicste the mean-

kPR, 5
BOBLE .

o

ings of some terms as used in this
Tithe indicates that proportiocn of one zart osut of ten,
or & tenth in vrelatlon to incone, ‘
Ufferings deseribe amounts glven either in evesess of the
tithe, or sepsrately from the tithe,

The Lew refers to the Scripbural stutubtes eand compandments

8 glven by Moses. The term was also used o describe o veriod
of time extending frowm the dey of iloses until the birth of the

Christisn Church at Pentecost.



A

btewardshiy wes used to rofer to man's care or menasement

over 11 of his God given life, faculiies, talents

s

pogzessions, Stewsrdship is a broasd bterm of which

but one aspect.

Ownership in a strict sensz apolies only to God. lis
ownership is clesarly indicated in Psalms 24:1 and Issiah 43:1

The storehouse wss a term used to designste the plece
where tithes were brought. It was God's house and wes also re-

ferred to as the tressure~house or chambor,

P z

Statement of Orpanizstion, The method of srranging bh

meterial was meinly chronologlcsl. ‘The first considerabions

dealt with the tithing practices prior to the tisze of loses.

o

The teasehings on tithineg Jduring the period of the Law were

e
B

considered next with syéci&l references tm»th
A Tew Tesbament &%ﬁ&y followed in which bthe teuchings of
Jesus and Taul were gnoted, A study of bhe :ebrew letter was al-
so included in This chapter.
The period of the early Church was considered with obser-
vatlops frowm the esrly Church fathors and ggarch councils.

The final chapter contains the findin

ferent periods of time, The conclusions piven venressnited the

anthorts findlings from a Biblicel study of the bhasis, nethod and

values for tithing.



P TITT TN Gy e T e e v
TUTHING PRICE 70 PMHE GIVING OF

addind

Pithing was practiced well in zdvunce of the Jossic Law,

s

This is clearly shown in the accounts of tithing by Abrzhanm and
Jacob, The sarly history of the nstlions outside the Jewish naw-
ticn also indicates the practice of tilthing prior to the piviag

of the Law, This chapter relates the practice of tithing during

that early peried,
Gfferings of Caln and Abel

The firat Bible reference to the offeving of naterisl

things to Jehovah comes frowm the lives of Cain and ibel ss found

<

T

he bringing of these wa

o

in Cenesis 4:1-7. ‘The resl resson For |

Teringse is not disclosed. OUne of the offerin

able and the oither was rejected.

in the third century wrote that
Czin because in his offering he dic

lief was besed on the reasding of the Latin

which reads,

Aod the Lord seid to Caln, ‘herelore
didst thou become vexed, and wherefore
didst thy countenance fall? If thou dids
rightly offer, but didst not rightly di-

b
ot 3
. . Ll
vide, didst thou not sin? Hold thy pesce.

1. o - o . © s .
Jenry Lansdell, The Sacred Tenth (Urend naoids, lichi-
gan, Beker Book u&&@eg 1955), vel. I, p. 39.

Zzbiév; @o }'i‘@ {}@ﬁ@‘ ,1,.» z{' O“I’;’,

H
s 3




The same passage 1o the Americen Standord Version follows:

Aind Jehovaeb sald to Ciin, Yhy srt

thou wroth? asnd why is thy countenance

fallen? I{ thou dosst well, shall it

not be 1ifted up? and if thou doest

not well, sin couchsth at the door:

and unio bthee shall be itu desirey bul

do thou rule over 1t.

The suthor of the Epistle to the Hebrews wrote that by
1

s

faith Abel offered unto God & more excellent sserifice than Csin.
The thought thaet the Septusgint rendering mlight refer bto tithing
was grest enough that at the Counecil of aﬁvxliag held sbout 5390
4, D., & canon was pessed which would have the curses inflicted
;}
upon Cain heaped upon any who failed to tithe ln that day.’
Abel's effaring was acceptable becsuge it coame as an act
of worship and orsise, prompted by sn awareness of the conbinued
mercies =nd gifts of Almighty God, It may well have been more

particularly aceceptable in that he "rightly divided” his substance

in bringing his offering.
Abram

The tithe is first mentloned in the Bible in the fourteenth
chapter of Genesis, over four hundred veasrs before Moses commanded
the children of Israel to tithe, and before there were any Jews

or Levites, The Secriptures relate that certein kings razided Sod-

om, and carried away all the inhabitants, including Leot, Abran's

lﬁabrews 114,

2 s i , Ly
George A, 5, Salstrand, The Tithe (Baker Book House,
1952}, p. 20.
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nephew, and &ll the spoil of the city. Abram with & few picked
men pursued afier the rriders, routed them, snd recaptured all

a

11 the poods, As he returned he met Melchize-~

the persons and
dek, priest of God Most High, and geve him & tenth of =11,
First mention of the tithe appears in the asceount with

if it were zl-

&

verfect naturaslness snd without explanation, a
ready an accepted and well understood inustitution. Vhy was it &
%eﬂtﬁ and not some other proportion? The answer to this question
is unknown, It is known that in a most sacred hour that the man
selected of God to be the father and founder of & chousen race
toek & tenth and gave 1t to God's priest as an offering to God,
It is further known that the zccount of %hia-gvaa was allowed
by the Holy Spirit to be included twice in the imspired record,
with evident aporoval.

Certain observations cen be stated from the incident of
Abram paying a tenth., First, in paying & tenth Abram recognized
an suthority higher than himself, namely ﬁe;chized@k & priest of
the lMost High God. Secondly, he gave tithes as & confession of
obligotion to God who had been his helper in the time of need.
“he victory so recently won wes not sltogether his own, Thirdly,
Abram did not retain any of the captured goods for himself,
though he could have. During the brief time Abram kept the
spoils he gave God a tenth of them., The matter of ownership,

g

whether of heaven or earth, was seccurely settled as belonging

to the Most High God. W“hen Abram gave his tithe he acknowledped

God's ownership,
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Abranm lived prior to the givin

Ebram was seccounted righteous by faith, Lhe some means which God
suployed to justify the Gﬁ%tilab,l Various Hew Testanent Herip-
tures indiczte that Abraham lived by faith. fhus tithing did not
originate with the law, but was first exercised by Abram who be-

cgame the father of the falithful.
Jagob

The second definite reference to tithing in the Bible og-
curs in the book of Geresis, chapter twenty~e¢irhit. Jacob, the
grandson of Abrshem, while eanroute to Pao ddan-srom to take o wife,

terried all nizht at & plece he named Bethel. That

dremned that a ladder was set on the ezrth, and the top of it

3

regched to heasven, On the luodder he beheld the saugels of God

ascending and desgendin Above the ladder stoed the Lord ane
nouncing that the land where Jacob wes resting would be given to

1,

Jacob and

s

1ls seed, The next mornisg Jaco ,m&da z Lriple vow,.
de would Tirst of =21l meke Jehovseh his God, Hext, the stone,
which had served as hils plilow, was srected &z a piller and de-
clared to be Godls house,; The third vow wes o definite promise
to give a tenth to God of 21l that God subould give hin,

Jacob could think of nothing that would more surely neet
the approval of God than that he would give God a benth of 211

that God should bestow upon hifle Salstrand says that Jacob

1. .
Romans 4:11; Gelatisne

o
A9
e
=
g
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thousht of no stronger sesl with which to bind hi o God

thap bo vow to give God the fen uu.l

4 comporison of the tithing of Abram snd Jacob revesled
two distinet features. First, Jacob's vow wes mode In eprly mane-
hoad and was to be continued for all his lifetime, not for the
occusion of the journey wlone, Secondly, Jacob's tithe differed
fra% Abram's in that no mention is made of & priesthood or other

receiver. Jacob's tithing, like that of Abram, was perforned

prior to the gplving of the Law by Moses.

The Law of the Nations

oy

Tithing was practiced by the nations of antijuity that
X . .

)

kxnew nothing sbout the Law of Moses. These nations included gsuch

notable cultures as the Eeyptians, Babylonisne, VPersions, Phoeni-

ciang, Arasbians, Greeks and Romans. Arthur V, Dabbs

I Honacoubtius when

%
o
o
o
&
i
@
£
o
o

Iastances are mentioned 1n history of
some nebions who 4id not offer sacrie-
fices; but in the ennsgls of 211 times
none are found who did not pay tibhes .=

o

Babbs con @1%13 on the univoerszlity of tithing sumusrized his
g ; g

55 PR o £ 5
Ffindings ag follows.

de have &‘ﬂ"“ red that the ides of
the ﬁ&bh@ coverad a2ll of the sncle
worlid, from the ey of Testera ne
to the limits of the %m?t?a Bast.

gncients, even those not Hebrew by bhirih,
nad the idea that to neglect the tithe

1 ] 5,
Salstrand, op. ¢ibt., p. 2

3
“apthur V. Bebbs, The Law of the Tithe (Wew York, Flom-
nyy L9120, b, 2%,

e

ing H. Revell Compan
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would bring disaster from God, Uhe uni-
versality of the practice of tithing sy~
gues that there was and is deep in the

eonsciousness of man a sense of obliga-
tion. Since this feelling of deep obli-
gation to Uod was so wide-spresd and atb
the same time so ancient, 1t follows
that in the mornivg time of the world,
God, by s revelation of [is will, had
promulgsatad and enforced the law of thne
tithe for sll the sons of m@m;.'*l

When the number of nutions whose histories testify to the
presence of Cithing in their entiguities is viewsd, Lhe guestion

of the common accepbance of & tenth is reised, The nations thsat

o

gare so widely separsted In many ways found a common exuression

)

in the practice of tithing in varied

Torms, This argues o common
source for the practice and principle of tithing. A logicsl in-
ference 1s that thal source wes God., The vractice of the nations
was in hermony with the prsctice of Abram and Jacob, though the

mobives mey have varied,
Summary

The record of Genesls relates two distipnet accountn of the
nractice of tithing., In addition to these references there is o

strong allusion to the tiths ila the offerings of Celn and abel,

£3

o

¥
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o
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In harmony with the ithing was the
practice of tithing among the early nations. These facts srpue
for the sipunificance and lmportance of this institution which

5

hes been traced into the most reumobe periods of known history.

1, .. : .
Habbs, op. cit., v. 2k,



CHAPTER ITI
TITHING DURING THE PERIOD OF THE LAW

The legal period of the history of Isrzel commenced with
the giving of the Law on Mount Sinol by God to Moses and continued
until the birth of the Christizn Church at Penteecost. Israel as

nation needed certain laws and rules for her guldsice. Awmong

o

these laws snd rulss wes the law of the tithe, In addiition to
tithes Isrsel had firstfruilts, offerings snd sacrifices with

which to worship God.
Mosisc Heferences to Tithing

Leviticus. This book contains only one reference to ti-
thing. Leviticus 27:30-33 follows:

And 8ll the tithe of the land, whether
of the secd of bthe land, or of the frult of
the tree, is Jehovah's: it is holy unto
Jehovah, And if & man will redeesm ausht of
his tithe, he shall add unto it the fifth
part thereof, 4ind 211 the tithe of the
herd or the flock, whatsoever wvasseth under
the rod, the ftenth shall be holy unto Jehow
vah. He shall not search whebher 1t be
good or bad, neither shall he change it:
and if he chanpge it at 211, then boith it
and that for which it is changed shall be
heoly; it shell not be redeemed.

This passspe reveals several definite instructions in re=-
gard to the tithe. PFirst, a tenth of the wroduce of the land,
whether of seed or frult, was claimed by God, Secondly, it wes
to be regerded as holy and set apart for Him, Thirdly, if the

offerer wished to retain this tenth of seecd or fruit, he mipht do
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so by peyving its value and adding one-fifth to the tithe. In the

fourth pluce every btenth animel of the herd or flock was to be

0
&

4

o
o
}.«J
[ay
?w‘
e
o
@
M
=%
o
1
E

seh aport, sz8 holy, unbto Jehoveh, Fifthly, the anine

Bely

not to be redeemed or the animels exchanged; but if the Israselite

proesumed 0 change the animsal, not ouly the tithe snime
that for whieh 1t was sxehanzed, waes to be forfelted znd mel a-

part to Jehovah,

umbers,. Two consecubtive roeferences ogeur in this book,

The first declarss that the tithes were to be gilven Lo the c¢hil-

(]

dren of Levi. The first reference, Husbers 18:21-24, follows.

And unto the children of Levl, behold,
I have given 211 the tithe in lsrael for
gn inheritance, in return for thelr ssrvice
whieh they serve, oven Lhe porvice of the
tent of meeting. And henceforth the chile
drsn of Israel shell not cone nigh the tent
of meeting, lest they bear sin, and die,
Aut the Levites shell do the sorvice of the
tent of neeting, and they shall besr fhelr
iniguitye it shall be a sbtatute for evor
throughout vour generatlions: and smong the
children of Iarael they shall have
heritance. ¥For the tithe of the chi

of Isrsel, which they offer a3 a hesve=
gifering unto Jehovah, I have given to ithe

x

Levites for sn inheritance: thex yfore L
have saild unto them, fmong the children o
Igrszel thevy shall have po inheritance.

“he provortion of lsrsel's tithe

wirtich they were to receive was "all" the tit
tithe of the vproduce of the land, or the increase of the herd or
flock was excepbed from bthe Levite's ilnheritanee.

The Levites who recelived the tithe of Iasraecl were Lwupht



by Jehovah to tithe the tithe. This is told in Numbers 18:25-28:

And Jehovah svake unto Moses, sasylng,
Moreover thou shalt speak unto the Levites,
and say unto themy; When ye take of the
ehildren of Israsl the tithe which I have
given you from them for your inheritance,
then ye shell offer up & heave-offering of
it for Jehovsh, a tithe of the tithe, And
your heave-offering shall be reckoned unto
you, a8 though it were the grain of the
threshing floor, =nd as the fulness of the
winepress. Thus ye alsc shall offer a
heave~offering aunto Jehovsh of 21l your
tithes, which ye receive of the children
of Iersel; and thereof ye shall give Jeho=
vah's heave-offering to Aasron the priest,

The Levites tithe was given in the form of @& hesve-offering

Tevites had no land produce Lo tithe, but this was reckoned 28

such for them., Asren the priest received thelr hesve-oflering,

Deutercnomy. Israel was instructed Lo bring their tithes

to the central pluce of worship. This instruction is found in
Deuteronomy 12:5, 6, as follows:

But unto the place which Jehovah your God
shall cheose out of all your tribse, to
put his name there, even unto his hsbita-
tion shell ye s=2ek, and thither thou shalt
comes and thither ve shall bring your
burnt-o fferings, and your saerifices, and
your tithes, and-the heave~oifering of
your hand, and your vews, and your free-
will offerings, and the firstlings of
vour herd and of your flotk...

The tithe is further described and various repulations gzi-
yen in Deutercnomy 14:122~27, quoted below,

Thou shalt surely tithe 811 the in-
cresse of thy seed, that which cometh forth
from the fiesld year by year. And thou
ghalt eat before Jehovah thy God, in fthe
place which he shall choose, te cause his
nsme to dwell there, the tithe of thy graln,
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of thy new wine, and of thine 0il, and
the Tirstlings ol thy herd and of thy
flocks thet thou mayvest learn to fear
Jehovah thy God slweys. And if the way
be too long for thee, so that thouw art
not sble teo carry it, because the place
is too far from thee, which Jehoveh thy
God shall choose, bto set his nume there,
when Jehovah thy God shell bless thees
then shalt thou turan it into money, and
bind up the money in thy hand, and shalt
#zo unto the place which Jehovah thy God
shall choose: and thou shalt besitow thy
money for whatsoever thy soul ssketh of
thee; and thou shalt est thers before
Jehovch thy God, and thou shalt rejolce,
thouw and thy household., And the Levite
that is within thy getes, thou shelt not
forsske himg for he hath no portion noy
inheritzace with thee.

This description of eating a tithe does not cmnﬁtitu&@_a parallel
of tithing as thought of by present day Christisns., Bat it did
constitute an expense that had to be met by the Hebrews for re-
ligious purposes. This tithe consisted of the vearly iﬂaréa&e of
?raﬁuae from the field, whether of grain, wine, oil, or the first-
lings of the herd and flock. It was to %e‘aatﬁa by the offerer,
his household and the Levite at the &pyoiﬁé@ﬁ place of worship,

The object of this tithe was thait Isrsel misht fear Jehovah, The

tithe could be exchar

red for money, to be expended at the center

of worship for feasting, 1f the offerer was unable to carry his

&

!;.h

o

s bime of

Exd

tithe, or if the disbtance were too great. This wes
eating and rejoicing before God. For that reason it can properly
be called & festival tithe. The prisary parpose of the festivals
where the tithes were broupght was stated by Lansdell zs:

The prisary end, therefore, of the

festivaels was to foster religious princi-
ples ond to furnish & time and pluce for
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socisl observances and the offering of
socrifices, a&ll belng done in recognle
tion of God's bounty, and as acts of
fealty and worship to Him,1

A further reference te tithling is found in the paragraph

e

following the last Scripture quoted., That paragraph, Deuteronomy
14:28, 29 is guoted below.

At the end of every three years
thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of
thine increase in the sazme year, and
shalt lay it up within thy gates: and
the Levite, because he hath no poriion
nor inheritance with thee, and the so-
journer, and the fatherless, and the
widow, that are within thy gates, shall
come, and shall eat and be satisflied;
that Jehovah thy God may bless thee in
all the work of thy hand which thou
doest.

This passage teamches that 2 tithe of every third year's

incresse was to be laid up at home, This benth was to be ghared

' 2

by the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless ond the widow. The
object of this tithe was that Jebovah mipght bless the work of the
tither's hands. This tithe has been called the poor tithe.
The last reference to tithing in the bwook of Deuteronomy
is found in chavier twenty-six, verse twelve, as follows,
When thou hast made an end of tithing
&ll the tithe of thine incresse in the
third year, which is the year of tithing,
Lthen thou shalt give it unto the Levite, to
the sojourncr, to the fatherless, and o
the widow, that they may sst within thy
gotes, and be filled.

The reciplents of this tithe sre the sawme ss5 those named

lLamsdell, ops Cit., Do 50,
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in Deuteronomy 14:28, 29, The time of tithing was likewlse the
same, nouely, the third year. A third similsrity is that this
tithe was slso kept at the tither's home., The exyression "the
year of tithing" occurs only in this passage. The exnression
apporently applied to every third yeur.

The King Jswmes Version veries slightly in the rendering
of this passage. The vuristion occurs in the ﬁﬁ@Aﬁw.”ﬁithﬁﬁ”
(£JV), rather than "tithe” (4SV). The plural rendering would

indicate the existence of more then one form of tithing.

Comparisons of the Hosiac References. The books of Levie

ticus, WNumbers and Deuteronomy describe four tithes: first, 2

tithe to be given by the Israelites to the Levites; secondly, a

s

tithe of the tithe by the Levibes to Aaron the priestj thirdly,

a Ffestival tithe that was to he eaten; an

2

2

! fourthly, a poor tithe

s

which was observed every third year., lLach of these tithes ap-
plied to the Israelitbes except the tithe of the tithe pald by

s g

entifying

[

the Levites. The following titles hive assisted in i

+

vy the lsraelites: the Levitical tithe,

2

g
[«

the three tithes paid
the Testival tithe and the poor tithe..

The specifie items o be tithed by the pe

these tithes were studied. The Levitiecal tithe included the seed

o

of the land, the frult of 'the tree, the tithe of herd and of the
flock., 'The festival tithe incliuded the increase of bhe seed from
the fields, the tithe of grain, new wine, oil and the firetlings

of either a herd or fleck. The poor tithe was stated to be fhe

tithe of onet's incresse in the third year. This comparison shows
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that virtually the same items are subject to the tithe in esch
instance. Thus the various passsres do not represent Lithing
legislation covering different forms of livelihood or gaein. bach
of the tithes were desigred to fulfill & different Tunction., The
TLevitical tithe provided for the care of the Levites asnd rriests;
the festival tithe was versonslly consucsed by the tither's house-

2

hold and the Levites in fellowshipy and the noor t1i the Was reser-

o

ved for the poor widows, fatherless, strangers and the lLevites.

The Levites were entitled to a wortion of easch of the turee tithes.
The sacrsdness of each of the tithes was ¢learly desilgna-

ted, This is especially true of the Levitical tithe which was

stated to be holy unto Jehovah. The material care of the Leviltes

was made dependent upon the tithes of the people. The sacredness

of the festival tithe was Taught by renquiring it to be eaten at

the central place of worship. The purpose of the festival tithe

was that the peonle might lesrn to feur God., The third tithe,

or peoor tithe, was sacred zs a means whereby God might bless the

labors of the people.
Later 0ld Testamont Heferences

In addition to the teschings found in Levitieus, Numbsrs,
and @@uteronamy some later references to tithing were made by
Amos, Hehemiah, Malochl and the writer of Second Chronicles., These
references do not introduce new tithes, but do resder additional
insight into the tithing »ractices.

The wordse of Samuel to the people when they clumored for

<

indicate thet he feered the kings would nmisuse the tithe,
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Samuel warned the people thet s king would itake their tenth of

N .y ) L e X 1
seed and of the flogk and use it for the supovort of his servants.

The people would be reduced to the position of servants and repret

] Y

the fact that they asked for a king. Conditlicons such zas these

o

apparently did ogcur in the dsys of Amos.

fmos. The prophst Amos was active in the reign of kingss
Uzziash sand Jerobozm. This places Asos historicslly some six or
seven hundred yesars after the giving of the Lew by Moses., Ho
direct reference to tithing cccured during this interval. Anos
spoke these words:
Come to BDethel, and trausgress; to
Gilzgal, and multiply transpressionsy sad
bring your sascrifices every morning, and
N 2
your tithes every three days...-
The context of these words suggests that the people went on in
their rebellion, even though they were szlresdy sufflering punish-

1.

ments The referencs guoted sugpests that tithes were normally
paid by Israel, though at that tlime tﬁeir‘%arﬁhip was corrupted
by idolatry. The expression "fhree days' resds "three yesrs™ in
the King Junmes Version. ‘The text here is either obscure, or it
mey nave been their practice in thedr ldolstry to bring tithes

every three dsys @8 thouph such a practice would bring merit from

God,

Second Chronicles, The gresat reformer Hezeklab broupht

ll Sumuel 8:10-18,

aﬁmoa b, -



the tithe into practice agein during the days of his rule. iHis
reform leglslation regerding tithing is quoted below,

And Hezekish sppolinted the courses
of the priests and the Levites aftor
their courses, every nan according to
his service, both the priesis and the
Levites, for burnb-offerings and for
pegce-offerings, to minister, and to
give thanks, and to pralise in the getes
0f the caemp o6 Jehoveh.cessossnssasssos
ﬁor&over he commanded the people tha

dwelt in Jerusslem to give the portion
of the priests and Levites, thal they
misht give themselves to the law of
Jehovsh, 4And =28 soon es the commandment
came abroad, the children of Isrsel Ve
in sbundance the first-fruits of ghain,
new wine, and oill, and Yoney, ond of all
the increase of the fleld; zru the tikhe
of all things brousht they in wbundanitly.
And the children of Isrsel and Jud aa,
that dwelt in the cities of Judsh, they
slso brought in the tithe of oxen and
sheep, and the tithe of dedicated things
which were consecrsted unto Jehov b
their God, and laid them Ly heaps.=

Hezekiah's reformetion included the reappointuent of the priests
and Levites to the law of Jehovah, to be supported by the people
that dwelt in Jerusalem. As soon as the ¢ém&aﬂﬁmﬁﬂt was glven
to bring in the priesis! and Levites'! portion, the people brought
in the tithe of gll things sbundantly. The tithe of "z11l things®
specifically included that of oxen, mhéeg and the tithe of dedi-
cated things,

Loter Hezekish questioned Azerish, the chief priesty and
was informed that since the people had begun to bring thelr obla-

tions into the house of Jshovsh thet they had haed olenty te ezt

Chropndeles 31:2-6,
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and plenty waes left. 4As & result more room was wrevared to re-
ceive the tithes. 4dditionsl workers were appointed to care for
the oblations, tithes and dedicated thisgs. God prospered Heze-
kiah in every work that he started in the house of God, and in
the law and in bhe commundsents,. Perhaps the key to this abune
dance was Shat they brought the tithess faithfully %u the house of
Jehoveh., There is s marked conlvest belween the tithers menitlioned
by Amos, who were sngaged in idolatry, and the tithers mentioned

by Hezekish who gave abundantly and whole-heartedly.

Nehemleh. Hehemlsh lived after the captivity of Israel
and during the time of Isrszel’s return bo Jerusalem. Heheniah

%,

not only abttempted to restore the eity of Jeruszlem, bubt also the
true worship of God. In reviving thisz worship he included or-
dinances to bring the tithes of thelir ground to the Levites, The
Levites were Lo bring the tithe of the tithes unito the house of
God as direscted by MHoses., The account of this is found in Nehee
mizh 10:%7,38 quoted below,

«s cand bhat we sbould bring...the tithes

af our ground unto the Levites; for they,

the Levibtea, talke the tithes in 211 the

clties of our tillags. And the prisst

the son of Asren shall be with the Le-

vxt&&, when the Levites take tithest and

the Levites shall bring up the tithe of

the tithes unte the house of our God, to
the chambers, into the treasure-house,

This passapse indicates that the Levites received the tithes in
bhe cities, not only at the centrzl place of worship,.

In Nehemiah 12:44 it is stated that men were spnointed

over the chambers for the tressures, including the tithes, to



20
sdminister the portions appointed by law for the priests and Lee
vites.

Chapter thirteen relstes that @liashib,; the high priest,
was appointed over the chambers of the house of God, However,
Fliashib committed evil in forming an alliance with the consplrae
tor Tobiah, who had stopped the building of the walls of Jerusa~
lem, Hehemiah discovered that the ﬁiihes had not b@én glven te
the Levites, but rather had been z source of gain te Toblah,.
After this discovery Nehemiah cleansed the chambers, met with the
rulers, had the tithes brought in and appolnted new treasurers 80
thot the Levites might pursue their zppointed t@ak&.; The cloang-
ing of the chambers by Nehemizh suggests the dignity and holiness
connected with the tithes, The sanctity of the pithes was Dure
ther observed by the appointment of treasurers who werse describved
as faithful. The care of the tithes by Nehemiah was such as to

puild an attitude of worship about tithing,

Malaechi. A near contemporary of lehemlah was Haleehi.

»

Malachi labeled Israel as a robber of God. Malaehi's plea for
Tsrazel's return tc Jehovah is quoted below.

®%i1ll & man rob God? yet ye rob me. But
ve say, Whereln have we robbed thee? in
tithes and offerings, Ye are cursed with
the curse; for ye rob me, even this whole
netion. Bring ye the whole tithe into the
storehouse, that there may be food in oy
hiouse, and prove me now herewith, malth
Jehovah of hosts, 1if I will nolt open you

lﬁah@miah %:13 4:7,8.

Zialachi %:8-10.



the windows of heaven, and pour you oudl a
blessing, that there shall not be rooum
enough to receive it.t

The promise of what God would de for them 1if ta&y obeyed Him in
tithing continues on for two more verses, This passaege employs

strong

[l

terms in conunection with tithing, God extended Lo thenm

2

he chsllenge Yprove me now'. The first chapter of Melsehl tells

o

how the Isvselites brought the aliﬁd, leame snd sick animels for
sacrifice, This same inequity was probably practiced in tithing.
Malsehi's closing words exhorted Israel aa renember the law of

upges which waes commznded for all Isrsel.

%amm&rg.v Pithing was precticed hundreds of yesrs alter
the giving of the law by Moses. In the days of Amos, Hesekiah,
hemish and Malachi corruption often accompznied the tithing
practice., Bach of the leaders who mentlonaed tithiny did so with
the conviciien that good Israselites @aal& @mtﬁm. The blessing
gxperienced by tithing in Hezmekish's day was sgain proumised by

Malachi to sny who would bring the whole Lithe into the storehouse.
Extrs-Biblical Heferences

A brief study of the comments found in sources outside the
01d Testament, but not conbemporsry with it, has enlerged the

knowledge of tithing practices during the period of the Law,

Apocryphae, The Apocryphal books are noi sccepted for doc-

trinal authority, but are valuable in illusirating the idess and

1%&1&9@1 %:8.10,
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customs of the veriod of which they are documents. The book of

Tobit relates the peying of three tithes. This reference, Toblf

1:6-8, is gquoted below.

And I szlone went often to Jerusalem at the
feasts, a8 it hath veen ordained unto 211
Isreel by sn everlasting decree, having

the Tirstfrults and the tenths of mine lne-
grease and that which was first shorng

and I gave them abt the zltar to the priestis
the sons of Asron., The tenth part of 511
mine increase I gave to the sons of Levi,
who minlsbered zbt Jerusslem: and the sec- :
ond tenth part I sold away, end went, and
spent it each year at Jerusalem: and the
third I gave unio them to whom it was

mect, as Deborah my fether's mother had
commanded me, becsuse I was left an orphan
by my father.

The testimony of Tobit regardisp tithing very definitely referred

to three tithes which he observed., They corresvond to the tiree

the Levites, the second was spent at hie third wos

glven away. Tobit testified that he tithed according to an evere

lasting decree,

Ho other direct references to

Apocrypha. There are numerous references to related toples like

3

firstfruits, offerings, sacrifices and almsgiving. Lansdell

pointed out that these writings did in no way imply the repeal
or disuse of tithes in the three centuries preceding the Christian

.

i
[ h ot Y

Talrud, The Telwmud, as described by Lansdell, contoined

1})&3&&6@&?11, %@ Qi‘tt; Tie 117»

S
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the spoken or traditional law of the Jews, as distingulshed Irom
thelr written 1&%.1 The Taelmud sssisits in showing the daily life
of & religious Jew when Christisnity began. Lansdell, in his
excellent work devoted en entire chaptsr to the tithe as teaught

e
in the Talmud.” The legislation for tithing became very minute
during the inter-testament perisd. Lunsdell has concluded that:
The Telnmud cleariy rscogniges the

first or Levitical tithey the second oy

festival tithe; the third or poor'’s ti-

the: znd also appesrs to add & fourth

or supvlementary tithe of & tithe--that

is a levy of one per cent, for the

priests, in certasin cases which the
Pentateuch left open to doubt.”

Some Teachings on Tithing During the Periocd of the Law

The Biblical references for tithing during the period of

the Lew have besn noted., LHome eam@ariaéﬁs ware alsg ¢
comprehensive study of all these references and tholr contexts
revesled several slgnificant teschings on tithing. These teath-
ings developed frowm the tithe 1@gialatiun-aﬁ§ psractices during

the periocd of the Law.

Tithing and Wership. Worship ls the adorstion of God,

secomplished in part by azay actual manifestation of love to Ulm.

Under the Law %tithing wes an act of worship. The tithe wes holy

unto the Lord, 4 bither pave baeck to God 2 tenbth of the increase

1@&&5@@11,‘23. eits, Da. 119,

Eiﬁié., Chapter X111,

RN

Bibi@,; . 134,




Zod had given hinm, ss a grateiul schknowledgment of blessings al-

ready received, Tithing geve 2 sense of parinersbipy with God in

o

the work of His kingdom. This was pesrticuelarly demonstrated in
the suppert of the Levites, as well zs their benelice toward

1,

the poor. Tithing was practiced as g form of worshlypy throuzhout

The Methods of Paying Tithes. fnar@ were seversl terms

used to designste the plave to which the tithes were brousht, A

conmonly known bterm is that of the 3imrﬁh ouse, Uther berms were:
the place which Jehovah your God shell choese; in the pleese which
he shall ¢hoose Lo cause his bo dwells chasbers in the house
of J@&cVaﬁ; the house of cur Gody and the breasure-house. ALl of
these names refer to a place set apart for God, usually associo-
ted with & central place of worship. The house of God or gsther

collecting point also becsme the place for administering the tiw

bthes by God's appointed representatives, the Qri 2abs and Levibes.

S3ince the tithe was holy uulo the Lard, it wes ressonable that

God would direct that the tithes be brousht into his stere-house.

Hever was the Israelite left in doubi as to the place of paying
his tithe. fxe Levitical tithe and the festival tlithe wesre both

to be taken to the eceniral place of worship and the poor tithe
kept at home for distribution to the poor.

The tithes peld by the JTsraelites were to be more than &
tenth part of mere substance, they were ifo revresent & ftenth par

oy gns s E e P | %
a2a o be incresued b

of value, ﬁn@ Tevibtiesl tithe 1if redeermed v

b

fifth pert, This orocedure gusrded sgainst coveteousness,

t
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Malachi urged the people to bring the "whele"” tithe into the

store-house. This passage would also indi that a btenth of
value was exvected. The tithe wes holy unto the Lord acd ss such
became the acknowledpment of an obligstion rather then the pay-
ment of an obligetion. In selecting the tithe of the herd and
flock the Isrselite was to take every tenth animel, whether good
or bad. In the days of Malsechl they were bringing the lame and
sick, Yhen the Bivlicel imatrusﬁimﬁs were followed God received
z tithe of value as well @s = tithe in auantity., Whether the
tithes represented a tenth of gross or net income was nade ai&a?
in Deuteronomy. There they were instructed to {ithe the increuse
of the seed. Proverbs %:9 says, "Honor the Lord with thy sube
stance and with the first fruits of 211 thine incresse.” This
principle clarifies the computation of the tithe in any type of

economy.

Uses of the Tithes,., Bach of the three tithes were desligned

to be used for definite purposes., The first tithe, or Levitical
tithe, was piven to the Levites who had no inheritance in lsrael,
This designation was nmade as follows:

' snd ante the children of Levi, behold

T have given «ll the tithe in Isreel for

an imheritance, in return for thelr ser=

vice which they serve, even the service of

the tent of nmeebing,

The support of the Levites who ministered about the tent of meei-

ing was dependent upon the faithfulness of the people to bring

lﬁumb@rs 18:21.
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their tithes, The Levites used their tithes in two ways; bhey
@i%ﬁ@ﬁ a tithe of the tithe to Aaron the prisst, énﬁ reteined the
rest for persconal ua@gi

The second tithe, or festival titho, was to be esten by
the offerer, his household and the TLeviie. This was & time of
rejoicing before God according to the instructions given them,

The third tithe, or poor tithe, was kept at the tither's
home to be distributed among the Levites, sojourners, fatherless
and wiﬁaW@¢§

The tithes produced s sufficient means for the tenporal
care of the priests and Levites, This was especielly shown to

Il

ve true in the days of i cezekiah., The =otive of tithing was

primarily av sct of worship, not a means of meetins financial
provleus. The three tithes found a =multiple usze, nanely, the
support of the miniastry: for fellowship with Gody and for «id

to the poor and needy.

Pithing snd God's Tromises, There was no definlic prooe

ise or blessing included in the tithe legielaiion of Levibticus

%

and MNumbers. The festival tithe wes deseribed in Deuteronom
¥

o~ ~1 g,
14:24-26, as & btime when Jehoveh would bless tho

tither would rejoice before God, In observing the poor bithoe the

1, P o . - .

Hambers 18:26-28; quoted on page twelve of this thesis,

2, , benoonme o . , P,

Deuterononmy 14:22-27; quoted on pages twelve and thire
teen of this theasis,

3

Deuteronomy 14:28, 29¢ guoted on pege fourteen of this
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tither received the satisfaction of aiding those in need and

gualified to recelve God's blessing on all the work of his h&né“l

In the days of Hezekish the peopls were blessed ss & rew
sult of bringing in their tiﬁh@ﬁ.a

The promise given by God through his vrophet Malachi best
depicts the blessing of God upon & tithing people. The prophet
urged the nation to bring the whole tithe into the store-house.
God wanted them %o do this in order to meet the chazllenge of
“orove me now', Iu burm they would dismcover the fdilawiﬁg blegsge
ing from God,

seedif I will not open you the windows of
hesven, and pour you ocut & blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to receive
it., 4nd T will rebuke the devourer for
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the
fruits of your ground; neither sh:ll your
vine cast its frult before the ¢ in
the field, saith Jehovsh of hosts. 4nd
&ll netions shell ezll you havpy; for ve
shall be a delightsome land, ssith Jeho-
voh of hostis,

543

The promise of blessing from tithing was & pronise of abundance,
It was both vpersonsl and natlonal and reflected God's special care
of their land., PTithing faithfully perforued led to zbundant live

ing, Tithing brought Israel & blessing, but Isrsel did noi tithe

17}

Ey

solely in order to gain @ blessing., The blessings issuing upon
Israel when tithing would be s0 extensive as to be noticed by the

surrounding nations.

Ibid,

TN

211 Chronicles 31:8-10,

5%&1&6%1 3:10-12.
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Summary, Tithing antedates the giving of the Law, but the

sariod of t&e Law, Bach of I&raél'@ three tithes fulfilled 2z
distinet purpose. & basic principle to the tithing vractice was
that of devobion and worship te God, Another basic vrinciple was
the use of tithes as z mesns of the financial support of 014
Tostanent worshin,

After examining the psssapes desling with the tithe during
the period of the Law, one is impressed with the neasure of be-

Ty

nevolence expected of the ancient Jew. There sre no Diblical

instances of the Jew puestioning the proporiion he was to give,

"

LI RS WO

2

nor of his complaininge of too heevy financisl

Lt

ship of Jehovah,

Tithing became an inseveradle part of the tobal
of the Jewish falth; 2 partnership that wsas exvressed by God as

being holy and a source of blegsing to the tither,
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The references to tithing in the New Testament are fow in

number. There sre sany references bo the
money and stewsrdship., It was consldered imporitant to ssek an

angwer as to why the tithe was nol mentioned oftener in the Hew

Pestoament, Defore secking this snswer snd nobting the w Testi-
% ¢ £33

ment references & brief statement of the relationsihip of the 014
Testament to the Hew Testament is in order,

The relstionship of the Christian Church to the Law was
given by G, srnest Thomas, director of spiritusl life for the lup=-
tist churches, as follows; the early Christisn Church had to
bresk awzy from the Law in the 01ld Testzment in order to lay clsim

; - . . — . i ,
to the slleglance of the Gentiles of thut day, At the Jerusalenm

i

Counecil, described in scbas, chanter [1lfteen
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fought znd won the battle with lepalism then orevoiling in the
L L P 4 g

»

Jewish portion of the Church. Tithing hed & definite sssocistion

with the Old Testament Laew, Thomas said the resson the Wa

&

not stressed more in the early Church waes that Christisnity would
have been greatly handicapped, and might have eventuslly ended
a3 an obscure sect, il feithfulness to the Law rsther then to

the teachings of Jesus had been made the first denmand upon the

]
» N £
new converts to Christianity.

i, . . o C e e M -
Ge Brnest Thomas, Spiritual Life Throush Tithing (Hoshe
ville, Tennesses, Tidings, 1955), p. 20.

Eibiﬁa
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Zt has already been noted that in the days oreceding the
Christian era tithing was regaorded more ss o fulfillment of me-
ticulous commandments in the Law rather than as an act of worship.
The task of Christ and the writers of the lew Testament was that
of maintaining harmony with the 0ld Testament principles and at
the suame {ime presenting the vrinciples of worship and devotion

for Christians,
Jesus and the Tithe

Teachings by Jesus., Both the gospel of Matthew and that

of Luke record the words of Jesus to the Fharisees regerding ti-
thing. His words were a scathing rebuke to a people who substi-
tuted legelism for spiritual reslity, but who also approved the
practice of tithing. HMatthew's record quotes Jesus as saying:
#oe unto you, seribes and Fhorisees,

hypoerites! for ye tithe mint snd anise

and ¢ummin, and have left undone the

welghtier matters of the law, Justice,

and mercy, and falth: but these. ye ousht

to have done,.and not Lo have left the

other undone,
Luke recorded nearly the same words, but asdded thuat their tithe
included every herb, Jesus rebuked them for neglecting justice,
merey and faith. The Pharisees were lepalists in tithing, with
no commitment of their lives to God,.

Christ did not free the Pharisees from the oblisstion to

tithe. In reference to their tithing he spoke strounpgly and said

1ﬁat%h@w 2%:2%,
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Mehis ought ye to have done”, Tiﬁhiﬁé,‘&ﬁ well as Justice, feith
&né mercy was expected from the Pharisees if they proposed to bhe
failthful to God. Jesus rebuked the Fharisees on nUNErous o0Ca-
sions, but this was one instance in which he commended them for
one practics.

Jesus mentioned tithing on one other cvecasion. In the

4

&

parabie of the Pharisee and the Publlican, Jesus sucted the Fhars

1,

he weeksy I give

e
n T

Fode

isee as saying while praving, "I fast twice
tithes of =l that I g@t”.l Jesus waes very critical of this
?h@riéea'a religlous practices. He did not teasch by this poram
hle that he opposed praver, fasting, or Lithing. Hathoer Jesus
leveled His eriticism ageinst the nanner of his
the legalism lmplied in the hablt of tithing., Iubke described

the audience to whom Jesus sddressed this parsble as being those
who trusted in themselves that they were righteocus, It is clear
that in this psrable Jssus was pot critizing tithing, vut a wrong
sttitude of atiributing speclal merit to the nractice in company
with other religlous expressions,

E

Jesus neither eomsanded his followers to tithe, nor did

he excusc th@m from fithing He d4id tesch definite responsibility

towprd materisl pomsessions. This wos Lllustrated bhrougt

teaching as that of the unprofitsble stewsrd or the rich fool,
Jesus did tesch that he ewre not to destroy the oo, butb

to fulfill i, Tithing was s very integral part of the Law, being

lLuke 18:12,



in practice before the Law. The teachings of Jesus about tithing

were addressed to those living under the Law. Jesus'! concept of

s

the handling of materisl possesszions was ve ag bto meke

H
el
[&]
9]
?4
o
o
Al
&
%.,.h

ﬁis followers responsible for the handling of &1l thelr vossese-
siaas, not just a2 feithfulness over sz tenth.

There is another incldent recorded by Matihew which stronge
ly implies that Jesus believed in tithing. The Fharisees cone
fronted Jesus with the question of paying tribute to the Ronmans.
Jesus held & coin bmfarﬂ them and sald, "Bender unto Caesar the

s

things thet are Cmeser's: and unto God the things that are God's”,

His answer expressed a twofold meaning: wvay to Cgessr the Lax
or tribute due, and unto God that which is due Him. Rauffman, a

Mennonite educator snd auvthor, belleves that the Jews with their
%
8 e . - 0 s e N 2
background of tesching would hove intersreted this to wmean tithes,
The teschings of Jesus on tithing were very brief, but were
clear in indicsting that tithing was expected of those living un-

&%

1d Testament Law,

Jesus and Stewardshivn, Stewsrdship s used in this thesis

was defined as nmesning nman's mansgenent over all of
&

2

one aspect of the broader subject of stewardship, The teschings

of Jesus concerning the more general subject of stewnrdship were

considered as a directive of his attitude toward tithing., MNoney

Liatthew 22:17-21.

*

3 i
“Milo Zanffman, The Cﬁmll@ﬁﬁ@ ef Christien Stewardship
{(3oottdale, PFennsylvania, Herald Press, 1055), D. 50.
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is freguently mentioned in the New Testsment., Jesus often re-
lated the dangers of money and possessions to the spiritual 1life
and well being of the scul., On one occasion Jesus said, "How
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdonm of
God”.1 In Matthew, chupter twenty-five, Jesus declared z se-
vere penalty upon the unfaithful steward. Jesus described ithe
mon that lald up treasures for himself as not being rieh toward
2 L | . .

God. In his observations of the widow who geave her two nmites,
Jesus testified thet she gave more than zll the others, in that
she gave her all.ﬁ By so doing Jesus stressed the value of pro=-
portion in giving rather than stressing guantity. The guantity
brought by the widow was very small, but the proportion in her
case represented her all. Jesus also taught that it was more
blessed to give than to receive. Thomas related Christian stew-
ardship to tithing and said,

The idea of Christian sbtewardship con-

trasted to the tithe, includes three

basic principles: first, that God is

owner of all of life; smecondly, that

each individual is a steward of gll

that God has entrusted to himj and

thirdly that each person must give an

agcounting of his stewardship.

The teamchings of Jesus on stewardship placed a very vital rels-

tionskip between the individualls 1ife end his possessions.
3 S

lﬁa%thew 22:17=21.
21 uke 12:16-21,
Itk 21:1-3.

!ﬂi' '3 ke
Thomas, op. Cit., p. 86,
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Paul never nade g direct reference to unless the

letter to the liebrews is sbbtributed bo him., Peul bestified thot

he was instrucied in bthe etrict menner of the lew end thot he wop
zealous for Eaﬁ‘im the wey he wes trained, the wiy of a strict

Pharisec, It is very uali@ely thet sueh = striet Phaerisee felle

*

ed to tithe his income before his conversion, The emshasis that

ok

Paul placed on the superiority of Christisn living indicsted that
Py % ko

By

a8 & Christisn he would be no less falthful to God than bhe had
bDeen as & Jew.
Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthiazn Churgh, taught
proportionaste giving, He wrote,
Now conceraing the collection for the

saints, as I geve order to the churches of

Galatia, s0 also do ye. Upon the Tirst

day of the week let each one of vou lay by

him in store, ss he may prosper, thsi no
collections be made when I come.-

Yrovortion is suggested by the words, “as he may prosper’. This
suggestion to the early Chureh no doubt reminded them of the

thes given under the Law according to tlu«

|

t inercuse. LYhe
church at Corinth to whom the apostle Faul wrobte these words had

spus who had besn the ruler of the zoynsw

among its felilowship
gogue at Corinth. Crispus, with his Jewish pest and position,
must bave been familiar with the Jewish tithe. That these words

&

were written with 2 local situstion in mind is proved false, for

.

1Aets 2235,

21 Corinthians 4:19-13.

I Corinthisns 16:1,2.



36
Paul says that the instructions were the $87%€ 88 he hagd given to
the churches of Gelatia. Galatis was hundreds of miles distant
frém Corinth ond the site of at least three well established
churches,

This possage not aﬁly tezches proportion, bub links to it
other instructions fér receiving the colleetion., The collection
was to be received regularly, on the first day of the week, It
was also to be regarded az an individusl responsibility as sug-
gested by the words "each one of you”., System was tamught by the
instruction to "lay by him in store”., This laying by necessitated
conseeration to the task. The collection Peul wrote about was for
a particular need, that of the Jerusalem saints, but that does not
detract frowm the p@iu%& in the wrocedure for the collection.

raults second lebter to the Corinthian Church exhoried the
church to abound in the grace of 1i%&xality, in the saue manney
as the churches of Macedonia, who had proved themselves liberal
even in the midst of pev&rty,l This passage also points out that
this kind of abounding piving was “to prove the si cerity of your
love®™, This was the New Testament sténd&rd of Christian gilving.
In the seme letter Paul told the Corinthisns tnat Gﬁdvicvaé a
cheerful giver.z

In the Cld Testament the @gi@&ﬁ& and Levites who ministered
in the temple received tithes from the people. After referring

to this custom Paul reminded the Corinthians thobt the Lord had

111 Corinthisns &:l=7.

EXI Corinthians 9:7.
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ordzined that those who preach the gospel should live of ghe gos~
pel.l This necessitated éom&4ty§g of support from the Chrigtisns.
Peul drev s perallel between the Levites and those who preached
the gospel. 'The inference of his statement was thal the Levites
had received tithes and tﬁ&t the Christian ministry should be
supported ieo z similar menner.

Peul with his Jewish background and zealous activities as
s Pherisee was undoubtedly familisyr with tithing. His silence
on the subject does not indicate its unimportance te him, His
teachings on giving and secrifice Witﬁ@ﬁs'ﬁﬁ a philosophy of
giving which sugpests a standard e@aﬁl to the tithe he knew a8

an srdent young Jew. .

The Eniastle to the Hebrews

3

The account of Abram paying a btithe to Melchigedsk the
priest occurs in the book of Uenesis and was discussed in chap=
ter two of this thesis. The writer of Hebrews brings the account
to & further point of discussion. The early chapters of lebrews
show Jesus to be grester than the angels, and grester than the
gx@at Jewish leader ﬁaﬁ@asg Jesus was wmade a high priest forever -
afta? the order of Melchizedek. The writer points out that Christ
was greater than the Levitical priesthood. The existence of a
priesthood outside the ranks of the Leviticael priesthood is pere-

haps the main theme of chaplters sixz znd seven.

lﬁ Corinthians 9:13, 1k,

2 .
Hebrews 1:2-143; 3:1-3,
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Melchizedek received tithes from Abrahem and the inciden
is described as follows.

For this Melchizedek,..who net Abrae
hem returning from the slaughter of the
kings and blessed him, to whon Blso AT
ham divided a tenth part of &ll {(being
first, by interpretation, King of right-
sousness, and then also King of Salemes.
without father, without mother, wibthout
genenlogy, having neither beginning of
doys nor end of life, but nade like une
to the Som of God), ablideth s priest
continually. ,

Now consider how greabt this man wos,
unto whom Abralieam, the pabriarch, gave a
tenth out of the chief spoils. 4nd they
indeed of the sons of Levi that receive
the priest's office have commandment to
taks tithes of the poople according to
the law, that is, of their brethren,
though these have come out of the loins
of Abrsham: but he whose genezlogy is
not counted from them hath taken tithes
of Abraham, and hath blessed him that
hath the promises. But without any dise-

. pute the less is blessed of the better,
ind here men that die receive tithes; bub
there one of whom it is witnessed that he
1iveth. and, =m0 to say, through Abraham
even Levi, who receiveth tithes, hath
paid tithes; for he was yet in the lolns

of his father, when Helchizedek met him.l

The primary emphasis in this passage is the relative superiorily
of Christ over Levi and Melchizedek., The way‘in which this su-
periority was expressed was through the tithe, Wven the Levites
who received tithes were in the loins of Abraham when he paid the
tithe, and therefore mey be said to have pald tithes to Welechizew
dek, The men of the Levitical priesthood who recelved tithes were

men who died; such was not the case with tlelehizedek or Christ,

lﬂahrews 7:1-10,
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£11 those who worshipped Jehovah in the 01ld Testament were to
tithe. ZIven the lLevites t;th@& the tithes they recvelved zs their
income. Those to whom the letter of the Hebrews Waé addressed
worshipped Jesus Christ, a priest of & higher order. A logical

inference is that worshippers of Christ should render an acknow-

-

ledgment of God's ownership in as grest messure as did Abraham,

Jacobh and the Israelites.

»

Tithing was begun before the MNosiac Law ever came inte

existence, It was later incorporzsted into the law and elsborated

Lie)

upen., #Whether or not the practice of tithing belongs to the pe-

riocd of the Law or that of faith has been asnswered by Dy, I, Bhel-

o

by Corlett, a Nazsrene author, as follows:

Tithing belongs to the realm of faith,
Abrabam, "the father of zll thew thot bew
lieve" (Rom, 4:11) paid tithes to Melchiz-
gdek, the priest of the Most High God over
four hundred yesrs before the law was gliven
by Moses., The law gave explicit command
for the observance of the practice of tie
thing in Israsel, for by law they were re-
guired to do what Abraham did by faith
four hundred years before; and they thset
received the law pald tithes in Abram,

(Heb, 7:5-9)., The Christians are children

of Abraham, "They which are of faith, the

same are the children of Abraham...S5o then

they which be of faith are blesased with .
faithful Abraham' (Gal. 3:7, 9).% ‘

Summary

The MNew Testzment reporits two cecasions when Josus of

Hagareth mentioned $ithing. Both of these refersnces were

1@, helby Corlett, ARc'E of Stewardaship {Koneas City,
Moy S@acﬁn Hill Press, 19 50,, T,

35,
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addressed to those living under the Law. TIn esach of these in-
stances Christ spoke favorasbly for tithing. Jesus teupsht often

conpcerning monsy and possessions. In this teaching he to

sgainst covetecusness and stated that 1t was more blesszed

than to recelve.

Paul never made any direct reforences to tithing, bat his
strict Jewlsh background leasves little doubt as to his lknowledge
and practice of tithing ss a Jew. Paul 4id teach the churches

to take collections and to give proporticnately ss they had nrose-

pered, .

The Epistle to the Hobrews depicts Chrigt ss a priest of
£ by

m

& grester order than that of the Levitea, DLven as Ssbranam gave
& téuth to lelehizedek, so the Levites while still in Abrahan's
loins paid tithes to Melchizedek, Chriat, a priest forever zf-
ter the order of Melchizedek would be entitled to receive tithes
from those who worship Him,

The New Testament does nol abrogute or repeal the tithe,

&

Jesus came to fulfill the Law, bub this action did not desitroy

the Moral Law. OUne aspect of the Moral Law was an ackn nowledgment

of God's ownership through tithiang. Tithing had its origin before
the time of the ceremoniel lews gilven by Moses, Uithing remzined

as a means of worship in the dey of our Lord, the tithe continued

£o be holy unto the Lord,



The atbtitudes and interpretations of the esrly Christian

Chureh fathers revesl the place of tithing in the Church at the

time when it wes nmosbt nearly governed by Lthe teachi

copts of its early leadership, 1The teorchings of the garly Church

sre not of equzl value with those of the Bible, but often ex-
pressed btheir understand ling and practice of Bibie hesching. Paalds

tecchings were noted in chapter four. #11 of the teachings bhset

wroe exbro-Biblical.
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Irenseus (A,D, L20-202

nundred yezrs of the days of the Apostles. He boczue

Lyons in A.D, 177. His writings stressed the sxtension of the

Law by Christ, as follows:
The wrecepts of the perfect 1ile sre &
same in @aﬁh testanente.sThse Lord did not
shrogste th <hich zlso those who sre
juastified by +h aid obmerve, wrevious
to the giving the law, but extended
them.

As sn exemple of this extenslon of the law Irenscus mentionsd

Christ's ipjunction in the Sernzon on the dount toe share DNOSSEs-

. 2

sions with the poor. Irenszsus contresbed the servitude of the

law of toses with the freedom of the son whip of Christians,

2 2

”il@ Yeuffman, The Challenpe of Christlan Stewerdship
{(5cottdnle, Pennsylvania, HeraLii Press, LUo9,) 5 D {ce




This contrast is guoted below,

And for this reassoni whilst they
{the Jews) used to consider the tithe
of their property as consecrabed, th
on the contrary, whoe have app nrehended
freszdom, decree to the uses uf she Lord
all things which Lhey have, %Qvémlly
arid fresly giving, not what lz leas,
inssmuch as bthey have a sreater hope.

%

Tansdell intep-reted these words
helieved nons oupht to set apsrt less then = tenth for God, and
£ & $
¢hat those who would go bo ths hishest point of duty cusht te

-
dedicate sll they pasgesg.&

Clement of Alexandria {(A. D. 153=217), discussaed

A

of the Gresk virtues and traced them to the Jewish lav. He wrote,

e

Besides, the tithes of the fruils and of
the flocks taught both piety toward the

Deity, and not covetously to prasp cvery-
thing, but to communicate pifts of kind-
ness Lo one's neighbors., For 3

these I r-~.on, and from the £
that the wriests were malintaln
therefors understand that we & &
ted in piety, and in liberality, and_in
justice, and in humanity by the law.”

s

John Wesley Duncan, & Helhodist stewardship writer, reported Ulem-
ent to have asserted that the Mosalc law concaernior tithes was

¥
. . . . . s %
ing upon Christizns; that worship and tithes go together.

yf

l *H%\ii«ll' .,,k‘ Cl‘i’:»g Le 1‘;&30
.

Ibid,
’%. B. Stewsrt, The Tithe (Chicago, Illeonols, The vinona
: AL,

fublishing Company, 190%), ppe 19, 19.

John Wesley Duncan, Uur Christicn Stewerdship (Cincinnbti,
Jepnings and Graham, 1908}, Pp. 62,

o
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Qrigen A. D. 185-253), wes & disciple of Clement, Ori-
gen commented on Jesus' words to the Pharisees when he commended
their tithing but rebuked them for neglecting the welghtler mal-

ters of the law, by ssying! ,

Notice move diligently, therefore,
how the word of the Lord would by sll
means have the grester things of the law
done, but not so that these things which -
sre intended to stand according to the
letter be omitted.l

Origen knew that some would say that these words were addressed
to the Fharisees snd not to the disciples, so he reminded then
of Jesus' words when he said,

But if you say, This he said to the
Pharisees, not to his disciples, hear Him-
self sgein saying to His disciples, Yix-
capt yeur rmgnte@uswabs shall excesd that
of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shell noi
enter into the kingdom of hesven', What
therefore He would have done by the ;
isees, wmuch more, and with greater sbun=-
dence, would he have fulfilled by his
disci@lea.a

e

Tt is seen then that Origen's conviction was thabl the disciples

were to tithe.

£

Cyprian (A, D. 200-258), was a Bishop of Carthzpe. On one

occasion Cyoriasn wrote to dissuade a presbyter from secenting the
position of a guardisn, saylng:

The tribe of Levi hzd no inheritance, but

was supvorted by tithes, that they might

devote themselves entirely to divine ser-
vice... which reasoning and form is not

1Lansd&llg op. cit., p. 183,

“
“7pid,, (See also Mabtthew 5:20),
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now held in matiers affecting the clergy,
that those who are promoted by clerical
ordination in the Lordfs church should on
ne account be cslled sway from these Di-
vine duties.,..but...recelwvi fyrom the
altsr as it were, tithes from the frult
of the earth...should ncit go back,.

Cyprian in his trestise "OUn the Unity of the Chureh® described the
Church's weskened condition due in part to o failure bto tithe,
Tn this work he wrote,

But in us the unanimity is diminished in
proportion as liberality of working is
decayed. Then they used Lo give for
sale houses and estates; and that they
might lay up for themselves treasurcs in
heaven..,but now we do not even give Lne
tenths from our patrimony; and o our
Lord bids us sell, we rather buy in-
cresse our store, Thus has the vigor of
faith dwindled away from among us; thus o
has the strength of believers grown weak.

vhe faithfulness to tithing and giving, according to Cyprian, was

& determining factor in the spiritual henlth of the Church.

Jerome {A. D. 345-420), was an early Bible traunslator. In
his commentary on Malechil, chapter three, he wrote:

What we have said of tithes and
firstfruits given by the people of old.
to the priests and Levites, understand
ve slso for the people of the Church,
to whom it is commanded not only to
give tithes and firstiruits, but even
to sell a1l and give to the poor, and
follow their Lord and Saviour; which,
if we are unwilling to do, et least
let us imitate the exemples of the Jews,
so that we mey give a part of the whole
to the poor, and pay due honour to the

1, N _ " o
George A. E. Salstrand, The Tithe (DBsker Doek louse,
1952), p. 40,

2. .
Stewart, op. ¢it., p. 21



priests, and Levites...LL any one shall
not do this, he is convigted of defraudw
ing and supplenting God.

Jerowme considered the tithe binding on the Church, but the tithe
did not represent a large enough proportion in relation to the
needs of the Church. He spoke strongly of the guilt of any one

who did pot live up to the standard of bithing,

Ambrose (A. D. 340-397), was slected Bishop of Hilan aboul
%7% A, D, In no less than three of his sermons he pressed the
duty of tithing, Lansdell guoted him es saving,

1 Tt is not enough that we bear the
name, if we do noit the woris, of Chrise
tians; and the Lord hath commanded that
the tithe of &l our fruits, catile,
ete., (be annuslly required). It is
also written, 'Give tithes of all your
lsbours, ete.! {after which he quotes
Deuteronomy, chapter fourteenl,,..the
nine parts aye given youj but if you
will not give tenkhs, you ahall be re-
duced to a tenth.”

:{ﬁ & dizcourse on I”%?@:B{ﬁ;éﬁ?ﬂﬂ% he ;;;},5{)}%;@ vary 5’{31’&3‘1}?1 '&’J}’lﬁﬁ
‘ i T
he sald,

Whosoever allows himsel{ to not
faithfully pay his tithes, it only re-
meins for him to make good the defld-
cisney. What is it bo pay tithes
faithfully, unless that one offer te
God neither more nor less (than is duel,
either from his corn, wine, fruits of
trees, cattle, or from his gerden, his

business, or even from his huniing?
0f w1l the substance which God gives

a msn, He has reserved the tenth parit

1 . , -
Lanadell, on. cibe, p. 190,

2
“Ibid., p. 188.




to himsel?, and. therefore it is not low-
ful for a man to withhold that which Ged
reserved to Hizmself...He who will not
render to Ged the tithes which he kept
back, and is not zealous to render whab
he has unjustly tsken from Him, does not
yet fear CGod, or know whalt true nenlbence
snd true confession mean.l

Ambroze did not believe thet true repentence was axnibited if &

mep continued to stesl from God by failing to tithe.

i

24 ot

mbrose definitely believed in the yesarly payment of not

»]

less than & tenth of & men's income to be & Christisn duty. This

wes evident from the following vortion of a sermon preached on

ssecension Day.

He is reslly & pood Christizn who
does not tsste of hiaz frults bvefore he
nas offered to God sonmething from themy
who renders to God, year by yesr, tithes
to be expended on the poor,

Excerpts from the life of Ambrose indicate that he prac=-

ticed what he vpreached, =8 evidenced in the giving of hls oun

Augustine (A. D. 355.0420), was a Bishop of H

tine gave an entire discourse on tithing in which he be
sayving these words:
By the grace of Christ the day is
now 2%t hand, in which we ought to gather
the harvest, snd, therefore, should be
thinking ebout returning bthanks to God
who gave it, both in the matter of mak-
ing offerings and rendering our tithes.

gy

1&&&5@@11; ep. cit.; pp. LB3G, 189,

glbidv % E}» l§§.
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For our God who has designed to glve the
whole hes condescended to seek back from
us the tithe, doubtless for our profit,
not His own.

Labter in the same discourse he commented on Malachi, chap-
ter three, verse ten end other Scriptures and sald,

For tithes are the tribute of needy souls.
mender therefore tribute to the poor:
present offerings to the priests. What
if thou hest no tithes (to offer) ol the
fruits of the earth, a&s a husbandman has?
4hatever tslents feed you, is of God, and
he expects tithes from what you live by:
from warfare, from businsss, from handie
eraft...%ince, then,; by tithe~giving you
are promised both earthly and heavenly
rewsrds, why should you by a double ava-
rice defraud yourself of blessing??

Near the end of this grest discourse he added:

For tithes are required as z metter
of debt, and he who has baan unwilling to
give them has been guilty of robbery...
whosoever, therefore, either desires Lo
secure & reward for himself or to be prou-
ised remission of his sing, let him render
tithes, and out of the nine parts let him
seek to give alms, s0, whatsoever may ro-
main from those same nipne parts after nro-
viding moderate diet and rationsl cloth-
ing, be not reserved for luxury, but bhe
placed in the hezvenly treasury by way of
alms to the paar.ﬁ '

g

In Augustine's day the Horthern horders were inveding lorbh

ifrica, and he did not hesitebs to connect this scourpe and the

&

vocessive texstion leid upon ithem to their nezlect of Tithing.

His words follow:

1Lansﬁ@ll, o0pe Clb.s Do 185,
" ) )
“Tpid., pp. 155, 186,

51bid., p. 186,
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Our forefathers abounded in plenty be-
csuse they gave to God tithes and to
Caesar tribute: but now, Decause our
devotion towards God heas recedsd, the
imposition of taxes has advanced. We
were unwilling to share with God, giv-
ing Him the tenth, and now, behold,

the whole is taken from us., The La-
gatherer takes from us that which Christ
recgeives nob.

"ixeent your righteousness abound ners than
and Pherisees, ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven'. fug-

astine sgreed with Urigen that a Christian should give at least
2

s (29

equally with the tithes of the rharisees.

5

John Chrysostom (4. D. 347-407), represents the eastern

branch of the sarly Church, In A. D. %98 he was made patriarch
of Constantinopls.

In a sermon on Gensals, chapler twenty~eight, concerning

%

ne fact that Abraham paid tithes to Helehizedek, Chrysoston sald,

Tn this respect he became & teacher to
21l men that by way of declaring their
gratitude they should gffer the first
fruits of those things which God has
granted them.?

e

o

Fe

e Foymn § A e, & s
robkfruits, fThis inter-

o

b

Chrysostom called the tithes of Abrsham

o

change of terms was no doubt used by others in the early Church.

e

& longer excerpt from another of his sermons shows both

Tansdell, op. ¢it., pp. LO6, 187.
o Of. CLb
21bid., p. 187.

ﬁﬁcﬁn Wesley Duncan, Qur Christisn Stewprdship (Cinclnnsti,
Jonnings and Grahem, 1909), p. 6,




what he considered to be a New Testament standard and also gave

2

an insight to his 0Ld Testament interpretation.

But I have slso sonmething more to
say. For ‘texcept your righteousness
shall excedd...yve shall not enter into
ese' S0, that though thou z iE
but neot more than they, :
enter in.

And how much did
slmat...Whet then did
tenth of all thelr posses
arain another tenitbh, onﬁ & L
third (tenth), so that they &lmog

away the third part; for three t
put together naeke up this,

frults, and firstborn,
besides, a8 for lastanc

for sins, those for puriii

at fessts, bhose in the

: by the cancelling of det !
$m&$ud1w of servents, and the

together

the ha ren he who is

half et thing, he who
doth mach on the btenth,
oi wha worthy? With rese
son Je

gaved!

These remarks show the

s3 only & minimum. In snother sermon he

denyerous thing to fall ol giving ti

sure it is much more dungsrous now',

©F s s v
Sumnar 2 *
pow

1':“

woere oubstending men of thelr day.

1 ‘s
Lansdell, 0p. C€iC.,

2 s s
Ivid., p. 201.
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of the outstending thinking of the first four centuries, Hach

of the men studied meintained a firm belief in the validity of
tithing en an acceptable Christisn standard. Son of them con-
sidered & single tithe as barely sufficient to neet Christls ex-
hgrﬁ&%ion that our righteousness should exceed that of the rharie-
sees, Thelr combined »@atxman;ea left two impressions concerning
tithing in the early Christisn Church: first, that tlthing was
practiced by segments of the esrly Church; and secondly, thet

+

whether wracticed or not it should have been for the Church to

receive God's greater blessing on btheu.

Church Councils

4

Tn addition to the testimony of the Church frthers thore
were numerous councils thet passed tithe lepislation., Fanuflman

says there were ten such councils held during thoe first elght

' , 1 . . . ,
centuries. Pwo of these councils from the sixth century, and

one from the sixtesnth, are noted.

The Council of Macon, 585, This body met in France and
was sttended by a number of bishops who sgssed a deecven. Houff-
mon gave the following summary of thet doeree.

The divine laws alsce taking care of
the ministers of the church that they
might have their hereditary portion, have
commanded all people to pay the tithe,
thet the clergy being hindered by no
sort of employment, may be at lelsure
for spiritusl duty of their ministry.

1. e s
Milo Xeuffamaen, The Challenge Qi Q“rguizb? SGtewardsh
(Scottdale, Pennsylvenia, Hersld Press, 1955), D 75-




#Which laws the whole bedy of Christians
for & long time kept inviolate, but now
by degrees, almest all of them have
shown themselves prevaricators of those
laws since they neglect to Iulfill the
things which have been divinely com=-
manded b

s

This decree testified te the practice of tithing among Christinns

L

during the early Church, but declared that by then {the sixth

century) the practice had lorgely declined

The Council of Seville, 5%0. This Council was held in

S$pain, Kauflman gave the following extract of Lhe council,

Let every husbandmsn end every ar
tisan make & just tithing of his busi-
ness. For as the Lord hath given every-
thing, so from everything He &ﬁﬂcﬂ&& the
tithe, whether from frult or field.”

This council believed in tithing for men ol every vocation.

The Council of Treut, 1550, This Council does not reprée-

sent the esrly Church, but does represent sn action binding upon
the Cstholic Chureh of today. Duncen guobted the zobion of that
Council as follows:

The payment of tit i
and they who refuse bo ﬂmj ki i
those who pive them usurp the oropert
another. Wherefore the Holy Synod en-~
joins on 211, of whatsoever rank or Cone
dition they be, that they henceforth nay
in full the tithes to which brey are
bound in lew to the Qﬁurch, and they who
ecither withhold or hinder thenm shall |
excommunicated, nor shall they be absol-
ved from the crime until full restitution
has been made,s

1. ;
E&&uff&&ﬁ' 02:0 ﬁl-tu; Pe ?[%a

L >, - ;
;hlﬁ‘g e Thy e Duncan, 0p. Cikey Do OUs
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The Council of Trent considered nonpayment of Lithes as being &

justiliable resson for excommunicabion from the Catholic Church.

Summary. The three Councils meniioned sre recognized by

church historisns as representative of Christisn thinking dur-

L]

ing their period. Each of these three councils, in sddition to

others, enjoined the practice of tithing. The combined testl-

monies of outstending Chureh fathers and Chureh councils witness
to the conbinuatlon and duty of tithing as an element of worshiyp

in the Christian Church.



CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND. CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this thesgis was to pursue 8 Biblical study
of the %a&c%iﬂga for tithing as found in both the 014 and Hew
Te&té@@nﬁﬁ, This c¢losing chapter sebs forth & comprehensive
summary of the various studies made. Following this summary the

suthor's conclusions on the Biblical basis for tithing are stated.

Tithing

"E
-

rior to the Giving of the Law. The book of Gene-
sis provides a description of tithing vrior to the piving of the
Law, The practice of tithing as demonstrated by Abram end his

%
A8

[

i

et
0 Drie-

;.,.’;

srandson Jacob establish the fact of the practice of ti
or to the giving of the Law.

Abram's tithe attested his recognition of sn authority
grester than himself., It was also a confession of obligution to

God who had been his helper in a time ol need. When Abram gave

iz tithe he acknowledged CGod's ownershiv, Abrsm lived by foith
: # ‘ K ¥

pes

hi

w

tithing was not iﬁ recognition of & cercmonial law, but an
set of worship and faith in Gode

Jacob began tithing through a vow made to God st Beithel.
The tithing of Abram and Jacob ocours in Genesis with very little
explanation, other than the immediste sebting of the events in
szeh instsnce, but both responded to Godts favor upon them with

the same measure of gratitude, = tenth,

E3



The practice of tithing prior to the giving of the Law was
found to be a widespread practice among the asbions of antiuulty.

These nations, though widely separsted in locatlon end culbure,

Found s common expression of worshin to bheir pods through Lithing.
A & 3 40 %;J

& sensibls explanation for this nractice it bo racognize its ori-

~in fromw God and that 1t wes perpetuated through the cenbturies

to the time of Abram and Jacob.

Pithine During the veried of the Law. 4 study of the ¥o-

saic references to tithing in the bocks of Leviticus, Humbers,

and Deuterononmy revealed four different tithes. Three of these
said by the Israclit the fourth wss & tithe of the tiul
recoived by the Levites, Dis pinguishing names for the turee £i~

.

cel, festival and poor tithos.

n

the Tevitical tithe was given to the Levites by God zince

A

nis bithe ¢o

they recelved no inheritance of land.

Josm,

tirhes of the seed of the land, the fruit of the trec, the herd

by
o
ey

3
A

an e flocks. The prisory fumgﬁi@n of this tithe was Lo ro-
yide for the livelihood of the Levites. The Levitical tithe was
noly unto the Lord.

the festivel tithe cume from the increase of the seed Irom
the fields, the tithe of grain, new, wine, oll and the firatlings

of eitnar a herd or flock, e festival tithe was

Fxal
2
=4
[
o
e
Py
e

offerer, his household and the Levite. ‘fhis festlivel was obaerved
at the eentral place of worship. The stated purpose of the fesw
tival tithe wss that God mirht teach the netion Isreel to fear

Jehovah,
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The poor tithe was observed every third yesr and wag coum-~
puted on the Isreselite's incresse for the third year. The poor
tithé was reserved for Lhe widows, fatherless, strangers and the
Levites. Through this tithe God wished to bless the labors of
the people,

The three tithes did not represent the tithe of different
forma of increszse of wealth. Thelr differsances were in the uses
for which the tithes were employed., The Scriptures clesrly out-
line the function fulfilled by each of the three tithes. The
functions were the support of the Levites, to provide a means for
religious festivity, and to assist the poor of the nution.

| The books of the 01ld Testament after the rentateuch give
edditionsl insight into the tithing practices of the Isrzelites.
The prophets /imos end Malachi, the reformer Hezekish, end the
builder Nehemish, esch wrote on tithing with the conviciion that
the Israselites should tithe,

The extra-Biblical references of the Apocrypbel books of
Tobit and the Jewish Talmud esch recognized the existence of
thr@é tithes.

The Mosasiec Law did not create the principle of fithing,
The Mosaic Law recognized tithes and related them to the cere-

‘

monial laws of Israel. The most sipnificsnt teaching concerning

the tithe was its prectice zs & form of worship., Tithing pgave &
sense of psrtnership with God in the work of lis kingdom,
Tithes were slways asscciated with the central pluce of

worship, except for the poor tithe which was kept at the tither's
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home., The tithes were to represent & renth in velus,; not merely
& tenth in guantity. The tithes were computed on the basis of
the tither's "increase”., An exc coption to this was in the tithing
of the herds znd flocks. In these instences the rule of every
tenth znimal, whether good or bad, preva siled.

God's blessing was definitely relsted to the Israclite’s
obedience in tithing. Through tithing they were to learn to fear
Jehoveh. God slso promised to bless their labors as they tithed.
The provhet Malachi gives the best known tithing promise to those

who would prove God by bringing the whole tithe into the store-
house. Those bringing in the whole tithe would have th’ very

windows of hesven opened upon then until they could not contsain

211 of the blessing.

Tithing in the New Testaument, the only references to (7
b i

thing in the New Testament wers by J““

reference in the book of Hebrews, Jesus

.

for their tithing, one of the few Lo

PR

approval. Even their tithing was often done throupgh a sense of

strict legalism and with the hope of merit. Jesus 4id not abro-
gate the tithe, nor deﬁtray.th@ moral law, His teaching exhor-
ted his followers to let their righteousness cxceed that of the
imarisees., Jesus!' teachlings on stewardship and his personal ex-
ample indicated his bolief that a man's woney was often an indi-
cotopr of his spiritusl health. Jesus de finitely tazught that God
is pwner of a1l and that man is the steward, and as a sbewar g mgat

some day render an accounting of his stewardship.
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The apostle Paul never made mention of the tithe in his
writinge. However Psul's testimony of his strict Jewish rearing

indicates that he was vrobebly a tither before his conversion,

Tn his letter to the Corinthian Church Faul stress asad nroportionazte
giving according to thelr wee #ly increuss He gave this sane

teaching in Galatis. Paul further pelieved in the supnort of
the ministry by the variocus churches and in arpument for this

3 il

{Q

support reminded the Corinthlans that the Levites who minlste
in the temple lived én tithes.

The Hebrew epistle contains a further discussion of the
tithe vaid by Abraham, The recipient of Abraham’s tithe was
vielehigedek, & priest of the Host ligh Ged. The iiebrew epistle
shows Christ to be a priest of & greater order than that of the
Tevites, Levi paid tithes in aAbraham., The argunent is twofold
in measning: Tirat, tithing antedonted the Hosaie Law; and second-
ly, Christ being a priest forever after the order of lelchigedek

js worthy of receiving tithes.

" Pithing and the Barly Christisn Church. The Church fathers

were nesrly unanimous in the support of tithing in the Church,
Irenseus believed tithing to be szs much a New Testement standard
as it was the 01ld Testament $t%ﬁ§&f§a Pne words of Jesusz Ylxcept
your righteousness exceed that of the Pharisee was interpreted
by Origen, fugustine and Chrysostom as meaning that the disciples
of Christ should tithe. Cyprian strongly felt that the clergy
should depend on the tithes of the Christizns that they mizht glve
=11 their energies to their work. The wriltings of these men af-

firm thet tithing was widely practiced in the enrly Church.
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%ﬁe Couneil of Macon recorded the opinion that the clergy
should be supported by tithes, znd that in the early Church they
had been. Other councils gave similer opinions. 7The Councils of

Seville and Trent decreed tithing as binding upon Christions,

Conclusions

The writer sought to ascertain the Bibliesl besis for ti-
thing. 7The conclusions which this study substentistes huve been

summarized under two divisions: the fundamentsl principles for

tithing, and the values of tithing.,

The Fundamentazl Principles for Tithing, Isrsel was sube-

ject to thre: tithes. Ilow much of this tithing systenm, if sny,

bt “ N

was esrried ovar to She lew Testamont?  This guestlon could be

snswered in three ways: none, some or sll. The Levitical tithe

B

wes used to support the priesthood; the festivel tithe in festi-

M

vals and pilgrimeges; and the poor tithe was used in the cere of
the poor. The Christiszsn Church hae no counbervart of the Jewish
f&géiV&l tithe, The support of the ministry and the cure of the
poor are still needed and were tsught as Christlen responsibili-

ties., These Christlsn responsibilities negessltate some ne

of financial supvort.

"

Tithing originated in the earliest of Bible times snd wa

only recognized by the Mosaic Law. Under the losalec Law the ti-
thing practice was possibly enlarped. The festivael wsnd poor Li-

thes wmay have been introduced at this time., DScripture gives no

definite answer to this sroblem, The principles assocloated with
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tithing suggest several ressons for the Christlan observance of
tithing one's increasse unto the Lord, These ressons follow.

First, the Scriptures teach that every Christiasn should
neke an mcknowlaegmnnt of God's ownership and of Christ's Lord-
ship over &1l his naterisl possessions., ‘lan 1s only a steward,

Pithing is an acknowledgment of God's ownership.

Secondly, this ownership should be acknowledged regularly
23 an act of worship, The 01d Testament spoke of tithing the
increase by tho year; Paul suggested that Christiens share their
income weekly, The tither accepts God's injunction to "prove me
now't,

Thirdly, pagan history, Bible history and Church hi“*ary
#11 testify that God's ownership has been scknowledged by a defi-
nite proportion of income, These same Lhree gources of history
testify to the universal usage of the tenth as thabt proportion.

Fourthly, tithing was institutoed before the lHosaic Law,
is a part of God's merél law and a8 an act of worship tithing
continues as an expression of deveotion to Gods A Christian ought
to do as much under the gospel as did the Jews under the Lawy if
not, the motives of the gospel must be inferior to those of
Judaisw ool paganlsm,

Fifghly, the tithe provides an acceptable Biblical mini-
mum for & starting point in Christien stewardship, Pithing rep-
resents a system of church economics which is sanctioned by the
Seriptures, The tithe ex?reﬁﬁéa s Seriptural principle, testi-
fies ss a Christisn witness, ls a token of conseors ibion, & symbol
of devotion, and an adventure in bleesing through siding world

misalons,.
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The Values of Tithing. The Seriptures studied indicsted

that o number of practicsl spiritual values could accrus through
tithing. The dangers of tithing, such zs legalism, pride, con-
troversy and the minimizing of stewardship, are far outweighed
by the valﬁaﬁg

One of the greatest values ls the realization of beling
used in the support of God's kingdom. Tithing is worship and
obedience, bul it is &lﬁa o partnership with God. This was well
portrayed in the days of King Hezekish., Tithing can develop lunto
& holy habit, filled with the challenge of "prove me now',

Jesus continuglly tsught against coveteousness and greed,
Tithing is one of the grealest deterrents to coveteousness, Ti-
thing consistently denmands that God be placed firsi.

Tithing is an ald te falthj fuith that God will care for
¥is own through the nine~tenths left to the $ither, In this
manner tithing encourages thrift, financisl plenning snd sn ac-

‘gurate sccounting of iﬂc@m@ in order to correctly determine the
tithe. Th@sﬁ'priﬁaiyles are inferred in the practice of tithing
as illustrated by Bible tithers.

The values of tithing sre threefold in thelr outresch,
First, tithing brings individusl benefits; secondly, tithing
blesses the work of the Kingdom of God, aod thirdly, bithing
hopnors God with that portlon which was declared to be holy unto
the Lord.

4 Christizn should tithe, not in "ﬁ@ hope of receliving &
hlessing, bub with an awsreness that God has promised s special

blessing to those who bring the whole tithe into the slorehouse,
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Jesus said, "...give, and it shall be glven unto youj good meaw
3 kS 4 ’ g 3 i l 7

surs, pressed down, shasken together, running oOvVer... . Paul

said, "He that soweth sparingly shall resp slso sparingly; and

he that soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Let each

man 40 sccording as he hath purposcd in his heart; not grudingly,

ot

or of necessity: for God loveth a clheerful pgiver',
A Tinal value in tithing comes through the discovery thet
s Chpyistian can partake in givoug beyoad the tithe. Immediately

gfter the sccount of Al peying 2 tithe, the next chapler re-

3. £ 5,

cords the offerings piven by falthful Abram, The tithe is an
scknowledenent of God's ownershiyp; offeriangs are an expresslion
of love and devetion.

The guiding star for the haniling of the tithe is found

in the enduring words of Scripture, "the tithe...is holy unioe the

1Lak@ £:38,

B . .
II. Corinthians 9:15,7.
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