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A

LEGACY FOR CHILDREN;

BEING
SOME OF THE LAST EXPRESSIONS
AND
DYING SAYINGS

OF

HANNAH HILL, Juxior,

Of the city of Philadelphia, in the Province of Pennsylvania, in Ameries;

AGED ELEVEN YEARS AND NEAR THREE MONTHS.

Matthew, chap. 21. v. 16. Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, thou bast
perfected praise.

Mark 9. 37. Whoever shall receive one of such children in my name, re-
ceiveth me.

Luke 18. 16. But Jesus called them unto him, and said, suffer little ehildren
2o come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God,

FIFTH EDITION.

Printed by ANDREW BRADFORD, at the sign of the Bible, in
Second street, in Philadelphia, 1717,

PHILADELPHIA—REPRINTED.
1812.
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SOME OF THE LAST EXPRESSIONS
AND

DYING SAYINGS

OF

HANNAH HILL, suNior.

ON the twenty-third day of the Fifth month
(commonly called July) 1714, being the sixth
day of the week, this dear child was seized with
a violent fever and flux, which soincreased upon
her by the third day of the week following;, that
both herself and others present, expected she
would then have departed: but the Lord was
pleased to continue her a little longer, to testify
of his goodness for the encouragement of the
living. At this time she was in a‘deep travail of
spirit, concerning her future state, and divers
times crying out, woyld say: “ Am I prepared!
am I prepared!” adding, «'Qh! that I might die
the death of the righteous, and be numbered
with them at Thy right hand! O Almighty
God! Prepare me, prepare me for Thy king-
dom of glory.”

Then she earnestly intreated those that stood



4

about her to help with their prayers, that hf“
pbsapciigugine tm %i?n;a?rrlbved thereto, and
& frl}?pdinp; ivsiig her afflictions, kngeled down
S lzd rin which, notwithstanding her.ex-
toprayer; urSheg lay still, with great attention,
treme Ram,u of hands and eyes: a little after
and hf_tc‘lng“ gather, I shall die, and am 1now
she sai { ;> and being admonished, wit hout
very wil mtg);ing torely on God’s mercy, whose
fear or dou ént childsenwasise exceeding great
love to m-no? el e unto, l}lm; and
that Christ h 1d freely forgive all injuries dong
L s hon erson whatsoever, S0 would the
fONRE by a?f,fr offences agains@ him, ang
D! fqrg lﬁer into mercy: to which she re
13 Ire(;:oe l;‘recely forgive all, and ha_ve
heart but love, to both‘ w'lute
B father,” said she, “wi]] .
Bu't-" me?” It was answered, ¢ Yeg, doubt.
forglveer one will readily forgive thee.» Then
s, B i Z;d her father and mother tq forgive
o dfelex:ces against them; and having their
?s;wgr, she seemed to rejoice, and be well
Smxgz;l.some pause, she §aid, “0O most glori-
God, now give me patience, I beseech thee,
m'lsh hur7r1ility to bear what it sha]] please thee
w1t1 upon thy poor afllicted lmnd-maide_n.”
j:ft:ry this, she entirely made deat, her chglce(;
and would often say, “ I had rather dic and g

free.
Plied,
nothing in
and black,
Very body



5

to God, than to continue in this world of trou-
ble,” adding, * when will the messenger come?
Oh! hasten thy messenger!” then turning to
her father, she said, ¢ Oh! that I could launch
away like a boat that sails! so would I go to
my dear brother, who is gone to Heaven be-
fore me.” Desiring the bystanders not to grieve,
‘“ Because,” said she, “ I am but going to a
better place.” ;

Dr. Owen, who was one of her physicmnS,
after all their hopes of her recovery failed, came
to visit her. She desired him to sit down by her,
and said, ¢ My dear Doctor! all the town knows
thou art a good doctor; but I knew from the
beginning that I should die, and that all your
endeavours would signify nothing. But, Doc-
tor,”” added she, with a pleasant air, ‘“ the Lord
has hitherto given me patience, and I still pray
to him for more, that I may be enabled to hold
out to the end, for my extremity of body is very
great.”’

She was very importunate in requesting her
parents freely o give her up to the will of God,
saying, ‘It would be better both for them and
her so to do:”” and when she thought she had
prevailed, *“Now,” gaid she, « I am easy in
mind.”” Then asked her father for a piece of
silver (which he gave her) .and after she had
held it and looked at it a little while, rcturned
it to him again, saying, “Now I give it to thee
freely, for it was mine, because thou gavest it
me:” thereby intimating herself God’s gift

A2
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to them, and her example therein, for their re-
signing her to him again cheerfully.

When any would seem to encourage her
with hopes of recovery, she made light of it,
saying, “ Why is there so much to do about
me, who am but poor dust and ashes? We are
all but as clay, and must die: I am going now;
another next day; and so one after another the
whole world passes away.”’

One taking leave of her said, I intend to see
You again to-morrow; to which she replied,
“ Thou mayest see me, but I shall scarcely
see thee any more; though I will not be posi-
tive; God’s will be done.?”’ .

She would, divers times, say to her dear
mother, ¢ Art thou sorry I am going to my
dear brother?”” And to others aboyt her, ¢ Why
are you troubled and weep, sceing I am byt
going to a better place?” Adding,  Oh! that

the messenger would come! that my glass
was run!? Turning her eyes, and discourse to
Hannah Carpenter, who came to visit her, she
said, ¢ My namesake, T am going to my’dear
uncle,” meaning her husband Samuel Carpen-
ter, ““ who is gone to heaven before me.” An.
other time she said, ¢ Degy Frances, I am
coming to be with thee!?” meaning her school-
mistress, Frances Janney, deceased. Another
time Thomas Chalkley being Present, she said
‘“ Oh! my dear Martha!” meaning his wife:
deceased, ‘“ How do I long to be with thee!”
She would be often-Speaking of her funeral,
and desired that Friends, and others might

v
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generally be invited to her burial; and mer.
tioned divers persons particularly by name,
that were nonresident, and some strangers,
that but lately came into the country, lest they
should be omitted.

At a certain time, near the medium of hey
_ six days’ most violent extremity of pain, (for
so long was she accounted dying, or at least
more than once each day, had the symptomg
of death strongly upon her) with a sorrowfy]
countenance, and ' very mournful voice, she
said, ¢ O my dear mother! I fear the Lord
is displeased with me again:” one answered
<« Dear child, why shouldst thou entertain S\lCl;
¢houghts?” Because,” said she, “I am cop.
tinued, thus long, to endure this extremity of
body, which none knows but myself, nor ¢y
any think how great my pains are.”

Her afflicted mother being sore distrest, to
see her langulshmg child lie thus without hel
and willing to try the effect of a dose of medi.
cine, which_ the doctor had before prepared

revailed with her to take the same, but it im:
mediately €ame up again; at which her mother
in an ecstasy of sorrow, said, O my dear Child!’
I am in a great strait, what shall I do for thee?
to which she In a solemn manner replied, ¢
dear mother! pray to God for direction;” thep
pausing a little, she said, ¢ dear mother! if thoy
desire it, I will take another dose.”

Not long after, it pleased the Lord, in fiis
tender mercy to this dear soul, to remove hep
doubts, as appeared; ¢ for,” said she, ‘“father,
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I think the Lord has showed me that I do not
bear all this for myself only; hath he not,” ad-
ded she, to which one answered, it might be
so. < Ah,” replied she, “he has; glory to his
infinite name! for he is better than kings,
queens or governors, and there is nothing can
be compared to him.” \
As her mind was fully bent heavenward, so |
she would often speak, with earnest desires |
of drawing to a conclusion here, and giving
some directions about her interment; desiring
that she might be neat, and decently laid out;
and said she, “ I shall go clean to God, for no -
unclean thing can enter his kingdom.”’ She re- L
uested her father to provide a horse, lest her
mother should not be able to go to the burying
ground; and desired her mother to take her
smelling bottle, and have a chair broy ght to the
grave, lest she should faint there,

The seventh day before her departure, after
querying what day it was, she said, ¢ T long
for first day.”” One replied, why? seeing all day's
are alike to the Lord. T know that,» said sil}c
¢ but my fervent desire is, to be gathered int(;
the heavenly church;” then turning to her
father, said, *“if I die to day, let me be carried |
to the meeting-house tomorrow.” '

When first day came, she asked if her
mother intended to go to the meeting? who an-
swered, no! she could not leaye her dear child
in that condition: “ then,” says she, ““let my
cousins go, for it may be the Lord will be dis.

g A,
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pleased if all the family stay at home.” Add-
ing, ¢ not to look upon one another, but to
wait upon God.” Then with much thankful-
ness she expressed the great satisfaction and
comfort she had enjoyed, by the public testi-
monies of friends; and called those that tra-
velled amongst us, of late, in that service, o
wit: Thomas Wilson, and James Dickinson,
&cc. God’s messengers, sent from far to visit
and warn us. ~

She would repeatedly say, she was frecly re-
signed and Wl,“mg to submit to the will of
God, whether in life or death; and was frequent
in prayer and supplication to the Almighty, not
only on her own behalf, but a real concern was
upon her, for the welfare of others: still humbly
peseeching the Lord to grant her patience, and
that he would be pleased, with an eye of pity
and compassion, to look down upon the poor
bowed-down-ones and on her his afflicted ser-
yant; ¢ O my SOOd God,” said she, comfort
the mourners in Zion, and support their droop-
ing heads; be pleased to provide for the widows
and fatherless, and be thou both husband and
father to them.”

These were her frequent and repeated cries
unto the Lord, and indeed it was astonishing,
in one of her years, to see and hear, how pow-
erfully she was drawn forth, at times, 0n various
subjects, for the space of a quarter of an hour
together, to wit, ¢ That God in mercy would,
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: hower down his blessings
yEpraor eabu?,?: n;lx{ds the inhabitants of these
P iladelp orld; the restoration of her belov:l
paits, ofithe ‘:on from her long continued 8111(
S Prfss or:ition; earnestly desmng the
present indi Pt her life and spare her dear aunt,
Lord to acci{)might be so eminently service.
who was, anh rch.” A like concern came upon
able in thec l;o ray for her uncle Lloyd angd
her exp_ressl)’ Lonlc)lon; and with great fcrvenc_y
his fafn_lly acf he beseech the Lord VEry parti-
of spirit di Shalf of her honourcd-mother, that
cularly, on be leased to continue her;and typy.
he would be pl d, “ O my dear mother, don’¢
ing to her, Sa&e’ .God will bless my father;>
grieve so for s ,him, said;, “ My dear fathep!
thenftug-n::f(‘)%r'nfort’ my dear mother, apq the
ctomiort, ort thee.”
Lord ‘V‘llt,fg;néme she prayed earnestly to the
Ar; zg}othe Harvest, (in regard it wag very
L.z d the labourers byt few,) « That he
great; an leased to raise up and sepq forth
Wapid bergfaithful labourers into t}
many mOd‘vCrs times concerned ¢ supplicate
She wasd }for living' water; <« Qpr» sald she,
the L(.’r ight spring up in me to eternal lifet2>
;athat 1;n30gour Saviour’s discourse with the
(a“;g:?gfsgmal‘ia, at Jacoly’s wel],) amplifying
W(zl ery suitably applying the text, _
S she greatly deligheq
th rl;ad, had a good memory; and was conyer-

e harvest.”

_ I S ————
clllay | eem—
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. sant in the holy scriptures beyond most of her
age. At a time after drawing to a conclusion of
her. aforesaid prayer, she asked some present,
‘if they had ever tasted of this water of life?’
who answered yes; “ay,” replied she, ¢ and so
do I: glory be given to thy most excellent
name, O my God!”? g

Not long before her departure she said, fa-
ther, the Lord hath assured.me I shall be ha}p-

It was answered, ‘“ that is comfortable in-
deed, it is _better than a tyousand witqesses;”
s ay,” replied she, ¢ this is matte'r.of joy anfi
rejoicing, ¢an my soul say, by living experi-
ence.’’ After she had lain still some time, one
offered her the cup to drink, but she put it by,
sayiﬂg’,“ Not that drink, ’tis the divine spring
of life, In My self, I long after, and that I might
neither thirst, nor need, to drink any more of

S-,, .
thlshe desired to see John Wright, a friend of

the ministry, Who, upon notice thereof, came
<o visit et Sh(_i asked him how he did, and
how his dear wife and children did? Told him,
she was glafl to see him, and -that her heart
was filled With love to him and them. She was
very respectiul to all that came to see her, and

ratefully acknowledged the kindnesses of all
those that were any ways aiding abouther; thank-
ed even the servants of the house, for the ser-
vices done her,and desired the Lord would bless
them, that had been helpful (as she said) to poor
helpless Hannah. She very respectfully thanked
Mary Dickinson, for her kindnesses, and said
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she had been as a mother to her in this sickness;
and duly acknowledged Sarah Rolf’s and Ann
Brown’s good will in their neighbourly visits
to her. To some she gave small tokens of her
love, and desired her parents to do semething
further of that kind, to such particulars whom
she named to them, in remembrance of her.

The counsel which she gave to her dear and
only sister,and her cousin Lioyd Zachary, whom
she dearly loved, was very grave and solemn, at
the time when she took her final leave of them,
viz. “ Dear sister!. my desires are, that thoy
mayest fear God; be dutiful to thy Parents;
love truth; keep to meetings, and be an exam,.
ple of plainness. And dear cousin! be a gooqd
boy, observe thy uncle and aunt’s advice, and
the Lord will bless thee, and they will regard
thee as their own, and do for thee. Will ye not
(said she) father and mother?” Apg continued
¢ But ’tis better to have treasure in heaver,
where neither moth, rust, nor thieves can ¢
troy.”

She had indeed an admirable fluen
tinent expressions, suitable to the subject mat.
ter which pressed upon her mind; for which she
was often thankful to the Lord, that he had not
only enlarged her heart in prayer, but had alsg
hitherto enabled her to utter those things, that
were, as a concern, upon her mind to deliver.,

A little before her departure, (finding a short.
ness of breath, and greater difficulty of speech,
her spirits being now much exhausted,) she de-

en,
es-

cy of per-
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sired her father and mother’s assistarice, on her
failure to express the things which they con-
ceived to be upon her mind, as doubtless find-
ing it her duty to declare what she did, though
with great d;ﬂiculty_, for she was in all other
respects very lsPa}'mg of speech, during the
“whole time of her illness.

'About an hour. be‘f‘org her decease, being in

slumber; she said, *“ The firé would not cease
burni“g’ : untxtlr isg the chaff was consumed,
e {nefl s never so much in vain to
tuench it.” Then desired the watcher’s care
qf her sisteh least she should take cold, took
o vink at her mother’s band, and said,

d
om¢
?‘ NO\Vy my dear mother, pray lay thy head

jose tO mine,”” and pressed hers towards her
other’s DOsOM, which sufficiently betokened
N strength of her affection and duty to conti-
e, €ven beyond expression of words.
DY L hen she recommended her spirit to God,
caying « G}Ol'y 1 glory! glory!” and so as with
the sound © ﬁﬂdl,an., this innocent lamb clos-
d her €y€S anc heXplred as one falling into a
sweet sleep; }{‘flt out groan or sigh. She de-
Parted this 11 el the second day of the sixth
snonth, 1714, eng the second day of the
week, about two o’clock in the morning.

And beng herself transtated from thislife to
that which 18 €ternal, in the heavenly mansion
of rest and_P€ace, with God her Maker and
Redeemer; hath left these fruits of love and
good will to her deag relationsﬁ tender compa-
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nions, and young people, for whose sakes chief-
ly it 1s made public, as a genuine collection,
from those who were most constantly present
with this tender-spirited little maid, during the
time of her sickness, until death, by one whose
humble prayer to the Lord is, that it may haye
the blessed effect of exciting children * to re.
member their Creator in the days of thejr
youth,” and to live answerable to his holy wi]j,
that so they may be eternally happy, and Gogd
over all may everlastingly be glorified in the
young and rising generation, world without
‘end, amen.

H‘ Ho

/T
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POSTSCRIPT.

SI NCE -the.aec_eas.e of fthis dear child, Han.
h Hill, junior, 1t is evident, that she had
na se of her approaching death, for some copn.
S?gel‘able time before she was seized, and would
" fren sp.eakmg of it to divers of the family,
b€ ., particular to her most intimate associate
an CouSin Elizabeth Norris, to whom she also.
an eed the matter, with such a solig assur-
u s broke them both into great tenderness:
21ﬂctfr,1 peing at the burial of a relation, she told
whe aid cousil, ““ the next burial she would be
hcr S‘Ould be hers,”’ which -did indeed so hap-
at, ° ccordinglys whereby it appears, this inno.
Pegt Chlld was preserved near unto the Lord in
c

-+t who had thus. highly favoured her with
SP.I;IS’ecret. ]

¢hi d the sense that was given her, of our
. g john Lowdon’s decease, is very remark-
frien viz. being asleep in bed the night before
al?le(’i arture, she suddenly broke forth into an
his :P of sorrow, with weeping and sighing,
Ccs.tahyvery much surprised her father and mo.-
whie who lodged in the same room) they spake
thefierly to her, and queried what was the mat-
2239 She replied, < Oh! I dreamed my dear

friend John Lowdon was a dying.” They en-
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deavoured to pacify and divert her thoughts,
saying, it was but a dream, and that they hoped
to see him to-morrow, &c. But she continued
under the same exercise, beyond what is com-
mon, (the said John Lowdon being then twelve
miles distant, where he had appointed a meet-
ing at Abington, and preached the day before
at Germantown, about six miles off, so that there
was then no tidings of his indisposition, he hav-
ing been taken ill in the aforesaid meeting, and
died the next day following:) and when the ac-
count of his death came, she was most sorrow-
fully affected, and earnestly desired the corpse
might be brought to their house, and buried in
town. .

The substance of a letter from Hannah Hill,
junior, to her cousin E. Norris, '

Dear cousin E. Norris,

The burial of our worthy friend, John Low-
don, was performed in the most solemn man-
ner, the corpse being carried from our house,
first to the meeting, which was very large, and
from thence to the grave, where many express:
ed their sorrow for the church’s loss: but it
must needs be his exceeding gain, who ex-
pressly said (a few minutes before his depar-
ture) he had done his day’s work in his day;
and that he laid down his head in peace with
God, and in unity with his people; which that
thou and I may do, is the earnest desire of

Thy affectionate loving cousin,

H. HILL, Juniéxu
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GRIFFITH OWEN’s

TESTIMONY.

od hath been pleased, in his
HE Lc:;gi (fivour, to give ‘-F gift, or mani-
love f his holy spirit, light, and grace of
jont oSon, our Lord Jesus Christ, to the
ear daughters of men, to show unto them
do eternal happiness, and to direct therp
way b them, to walk in it. And although it
thed pelp ally extended to all, yet it is those
an ni ele up their hearts, in thankful»reverénce,
is v d follow the manifestations and re.
Obey agf it, have found favour with God,
to ablished, by the
Son, to be good,

t
red
Fostat

his
son®

ulriﬂg se bhe .rz}ised‘ up and est
q 4 th and spirit of his dear
Arivera . a bright examples to the children of
P° ing, anheir generations; patterns of righteous.
11V n, 0 t Jkness, humility, self-denial, patience,
me 1k meece godliness, brotherly kindnesg and
e cran ; h';c‘h are the fruits of the holy Spirit
e i Jesus which appeared, and shined
ch? lrls.t ugh them, to the world. Aud some
LY th‘l‘zord been pleased to make willing, to
folth the their hearts, to obey and' {ollow the
hie v jes and leadings of his precious gift;
g}tcoveu;ke pleasure in the fruits and way
3:: tc% {11 their young years, \w..'hom thed Loild
ther¢ 71'11 with the beauty of holiness, an 1{121 &
did a4° as lights to the world; and among these
iR Y Auenmaybe peverded young and
- this ca ) J
or 11 B2
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mnocent Hannah Hill, daughter of Richard Hill
and Hannah Hill his wife, of Philadelphia, in
Pennsylvania; considering how she spent the
short time the Lord was pleased to give her in
this world: Her meek and godly behaviour
from a child, since she had any knowledge of
good and evil; her dutifulness to her parents;
her love and good will to all, but especially tq
those who walked in obedience to the truth, [
knew her from a child, and I never beheld an
airy,light or unbecoming carriage, behaviour op
expressions, from her, but attended with much
gravity, modesty, meckness and plainness, [
was several times with her on her death-beq
and was much tendered and comforted, in the
sense of the love and power of God, thatattend.
ed her; in which, and by which, she uttered
many wise, heavenly, and excellent €Xpressiong
beyond what could be expected from one of hey
age; some of them are set down, as in the fore-
going may be read. I was made to say, it is the
Liord’s doings, and it is marvellous in my eyes.
These things are published, not thinking that
any thing that can be written or spoken, by any
man or woman whatsoever, can add any thip
to the state or condition of the deceased \vhorrg;
the Lord, I believe, hath taken to himseif from
the troubles of this world, to rest and (l\{lell in
the mansions of glory for ever and ever but
for the sake of the living, who are yet up0;1 the
Stage of this. world, and especially our youn
people, for whom my secret cries and prayergs
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to the Lord, that he would

fexe) ofter:ou“l,)ork upon their hearts, as he d?;
he heart of this maiden, a willingness to
upo? off and forsake the vanities, follies, pride,
leavefnindedncss’ and the many evils, which,
pig ;tu!‘e’ they are xr}clx_ned to; and bnpg them
by ?ve a godly life, in innocent and righteous
e r5ation, t.hat the work of regeneration ma

ve appear in all their actions and behavi
Clearlthose who may converse with_them, and
hat 1 their good works (coupled with the fear
ol 1ay be made to acknowledge, that they
b ~od) need whom the Lord hath blessed,
o2 the S the fervent prayers of him, who sin_
AL ese a gires the prosperity and well-being of
r y de that they may come to die unto sin,
1 Pegl.v; unto righteousness,the way to eter.

agl‘ |appines® GRIFFITH OWEN.

our;
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THOMAS CHALKLEY'’s

TESTIMONY.

"THERE is something in my mind to write,
in memory of that dear innocent child Hannah
Hill, junior, who departed this life about the
cleventh year of her age, in peace with God,
and in great love and unity with his people, and
in much assurance of her own eternal happi-
ness.

I was well acquainted with this tender young
maiden for several years before she died, and
took good notice of her conversation, which was
bright and shining in that which is commenda-
ble in youth. Oh! saith my soul, that the youth
of our age, and this city, might follow her ex-
ample; she was a pattern of piety, plainness, and
obedience to parents, and of a womanly and
obliging temper unto all.

It was my lot to be for some months a re-
sident in the family, and T observed that she
was always very dutiful to her parents, loving
to her friends and neighbours, and kind to the
servants both white and black. T also observed,
that many times when other children were at
play in the streets, she would be either at her
book or needle, at both which she was dexter-
ous, and it rather seemed a delight to her than
2 burden. She had an extraordinary talent in
feading the holy scriptures, and other good
books, in which she took much delight: may

T s U ———————E
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the minds of young people be stirred up, by
her example, to put the same in practice, is my
hearty desire. :
"This testimony I am constrained to give

concerning her, that she lived and died belov-

ed, and her !oss lamented by all that knew her.

One great virtue I may not omit mentioning,

which would be very becoming in Christians

of riper years, she would often sympathize

ywith those that were in affliction, or under ex.

ercise; of which my poor self was a feeling Wit-

ness: for when I buried my loving and beloved

\ife, after I came home from the burial, she

came to me and took me by the hand with both

hers, and leaned her head upon my side, in

much tenderness of spirit, which greatly affect.

ed my heart at that time, to consider, that her

years were SO green and her soul so ripe, she

}eing then about nine years of age. Oh! may I

meet with them In God’s time, in his eternal

rest and glorious kmgdpm! To which I doubt

not but that those dear souls are ascended.

I made a Visit to this dear young woman the
day before she'died, and she looked upon me,
and remembering my yife (whom she loved
dearly) I am going to her,” said she, ¢ apg
to My brothe{;” who a little before he died,
being about four years of age, said, ““ he should
have a golden chair in heaven; and that he
would take Wings ang fly thither.” And may
all who cast their eyes on these lines, say, with
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the man of God of old, ¢ Oh! that T had wings
like a dove, then would I fly away and be at
rest.” Even so come sweet Lord Jesus, pray-
cth thy servant,

THOMAS CHALKLEY.

L}
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