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O F T H E '
GOSPEL LABOURS,
, A N D A
'CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCES
or A
FAITHFUL MINISTER

| OF iG> FH YR Jv8 1T

%0HN CHURCHMAN,

Late of Nottingham in Pennfylvania, deceafed.

To which is added a fhort MEMORIAL of the Life and A
Death of a fellow Labourer in the Church, our valuable -
Fiiend FOSEPH IWHITE, late of Bucks County.

Daxiev xi. 33. xii. 4.
And they that underfland among the People, Shall infiralt mazy.
Many fhall run to and fro, and Knowledge fhall be increafed.
g __0Nr
w aaqii corary

. P H I L 4 D ELPHTI 4:
PrivTEp By JOSEPH CRUKSHANK, ow s

THE NORTH SIDE OF MARKET-STREET, BETWEEN
SEcoND AND THIRD-STREETS.

MDCCLXXIX,







(i)

T O T  HIE

READE R

N the perufal of the following pages thou

wilt recelive a pious man’s plain account
of his beginning in the weighty work of re-
ligion, and his progrefs in a life devoted to
promote the caufe of righteoufnefs, and the
real happinefs of mankind.

Having experienced the Spiritual baptifin
which is eflential to falvation, and abiding
in a ftate of watchfulnefs and humility, he
became, under the Lord’s Anonting, a well
qualified inftrument for the inftruction and
edification of others in the way of God-
linefs, and by attending to the gift of Gofpel
miniftry committed tax his truft, and per-
forming the’ duties required of him, he wit-
nefled a growth from ftature to ftature, and
attained to be an upright elder and father in
the charch, beng an example to the belicvers
m word n converfation, in Jpirit, in jaith, and
charity, : '

It is not for form {ake or from a mere mo-

- tive of commendation, that any thing is here

premifed
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His deportment was grave, and reverent,
his judgment found and clear, in martters
of a fpiritual or temporal concern, and his
Natural difpofition being chearful, he fome-
times difcovered a turn of p]eaﬁmtry In con-
verfation, which being careful to circumf{cribe
within due limitations, rendered his com-
Pany innocently agreeable and inftruéive,

Being deeply fenfible of the weight and
folemnity of the Gofpel miniftry, he manj-
fefted great circumfpecion and care, that j¢
might be preferved pure and unblemifhed
from miftaken, or falfe appearances in him-
felf or others, and in the exercife of his gift,
his declarations were plain, familiar, and con-
cife, accompanied with a fervent concern that
his fellow  believers ‘dnd all others might be
brought to the fure knovs_rledgc of an holy
]iving principle given to direét and lcac.l nto
true devotion of heart, and the practice of
{elf denial, confiftent with the do@rine and
precepts of  Chrift Jefus our Lord, for the
Prevalence and enlargement of whofe peace-
able kingdom, he was carneftly engaged, ag
the following narrative alfo makes evident’
that with a degree of propriety he might haye
adopted the language of an eminent minifter
in the early age of the Chriftian church, aq-
dreffed to the believers, Rnowing that _fhops.
Iy 1 muf? ' put off  this my tabernacle, even g4
our Lord Jefus Chrift hath Shewn me; more-
over | awnll endeavour that you may be able

after my deceafe to have thefe things in remen-
brance 1



( vii )
brance! for we bawve not followed cunningly de-
wifed fables, wbhen we made known unto you
the power and comung of our Lord TJefus Chrift.
2 Pet. 1. 14-15-16.”

What he hath written, and left us is now
recommended to thy perufal and confidera-
tion, in which if thou art ferioufly attentive,
and not iuperficial, thou mayeft under the
Divine blefling receive profitable inftrucion
in righteoufnefs, which is the intent of the
publication.

Philadelphia, 9th Month, 1779.

e -
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LIFE ‘AN:D TRAVELS
Y0HN CHURCHMAN.

e

CHAP L

His early fenfe of the impreffions of divine love, and
fpi?‘l'tllﬂl le_ﬂiﬂ‘f i his youi/).—-De’[li/J qf his f(l~
ther—His marriage—The [fettlement - of a monthly
meeting at Nottingham——His “joining with other
Sfriends in vifiting of families the fir/t and. Jecond
time—His being appointed an - Elder, and firft ap-
pearance in the miniftry, &c. it

in the County of Chefter, and Province of
Pennfylvania, on the Fourth Day of the Sixth
Month, 17905, and was tenderly brought up in
profeflion of the Truth by my parents, Jomn and
Hannan CHURCHMAN, who were diligent atten-
ders of Religious Meetings, both on the firft, and
other days of the week, and encouragers of their
children in that practice, which is certainly 'a duty
B in

’E Was born in the Townfhip of Nottingham,
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in parents o to do, and often owned by the reaches
of Divine Love, cven to thofe who are very young
in years, of which I am a living Witnefs ; for tho’
I carly felt reproof for bad words and ations,
yet inew not whence it came, until about the age
of eizht vears, as I fat in a {mall meeting, the
Lord by the reaches.of his heavenly love, and
goodnels, fo overcame and tendered my heart,
and by his glorious light difcovered to ‘me the
knowiedge of himfel, that V'faw myfelf, and what
I had been doing, and what it ‘was which had re-
proved me for evil, and was made in the fecret
of my hcart to confefs that, childheod and youth,
and the foolith. a&ions~and - wordsy to-which the

are - propenfe,” ‘are t:'u]_v vzmity; yet blefied: for
ever be the name of the Lord! who in his infinite
mercy and goodnefs clearly informed me, “that if
I would mind the difcoveries of his Truth, and
pure Light for the future, what I i}ad done in the
time of my ignorance, he would wink at and for.
give ; and ;Oh! the ftream of Love which filled
my heart with folid Joy at that time, and. lafted
for many days, is beyond all .expreflion ; indeed
I was early taught to think different from fuch whg
hold the perdition of infants, ‘and am fince con-
firmed in fully believing that the fin of our firfk
parents is not imputed to us, (tho’ as their off-
fpring we are by nature prone to evil, which brings
wrath) until by the difcovery of light and grace, we
are taught to diftinguifh between good and evil,
and in the feed and inward principle that theweth
the evil, we feel the enmity placed againft the evil,
and the author thereof, the deyil, or wicked one;

if we afterwards commit thofe things which we -
faw to be evil, we then fall under condemnatior},

and’ wrath, -and here every {oul that fins muft die

to the fin he hath committed, and witnefs the bf}i“g
raifed
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3
raifed again by the power of God, into newnels of
life in CHRrIST JESus, mnot to live to himfelf, to
fulfil the will of the fleth; but to live unto him,
who died to take away fin. -

I may not forget to relate this one thing; my
father fent me about three miles on an errand 3 1
rode a mare which had a colt perhaps halt a ycar
old; on my return home, the colt ran-away from
the mare to a company of wild horfes, which were
feeding not far from the path 1 was in, fo I went
home without the colt; my father atked me where
the colt was, I told him where it went from me; he
bid mc go to the place with fpeed, that it might
follow the mare homej; 1 went, and found the
wild horfes feeding on a picce of  ground where
the timber trees had been killed perhaps about two,
or three years; but before 1 went among the dead
trees, a mighty wind arofe, which blew fome down,
and many limbs flew aboutr; 1 ftood ftill with my
mind turned inward to the Lord, who I believed
was able to preferve me from hurt; fo I palied
among the trees without fear, fave the fear of the
Lord, which fills the hearts of his humble depend-
ing children, with love that is ftronger than dewth;
I found the colt, which readily followed the mare,
and I returned home with great bowednefs of hedrt,
and. thankfulnefs to the Lord, for his mercy wud
goodnefs to me on this occafion.

7 It was my practice when I went to bed, to exa-

mine how I had fpeﬁt the paft day, and to endea-
vour to feel the prefence of the Lord near, which
I did for fome confiderable time prefer to all other
things, and I found this praltice a great help to flcep
fweetly, and by long experience I can recommend
it to children, and thofe alfo of riper age.

I fuppofe that no one living knew my condition;
for I delighted to keep hidden, yet quick to.obicrve

: the
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the  conduét of others; I remember that a perfon
once 2t my father’s who {pake about religious mat-
ters with an affeted tone, as if he was a good man;
when he went away, I was near him, and when he
mounted his horfe, taking a diflike to fome of his
motions, he called him an ugly dumb beaft, with
fuch an accent,’ as befpake great difpleafure, and
rieved me much; for I did believe, that a man
whofe mind was fweetened with divine love truly,
would pot fpeak wrathfully, or diminutively, evén
of the bealts of the field, which were given to man
for his ufe, he did not make them himfelf; T relate
this inftance, that it may be a warning to all, "that
thcy be careful of giving offence to the Iittle ones, -
~~Notwithitanding I had been favoured as before
mentioned 5 yet as I grew in years, I was muych
given to play, and began to delight again in fevera]
things, for which I had before been reproved, and
flill by the divine witnefs in my mind,” was broughg
ander judgment for; but having loft my innocence
and covering of the pure blefled fpirit, I endea.
voured through fear to fly from the voice of the
holy fpirit in my own heart; the enemy perfuaded
me, that 1 could never be reftored to my former
ftate, becaufe I had finned againft fo great know.
ledge, or if I was, the judgment through which I
muft pafs, would be intolerable to bear; fo that |
had better be chearful, and take my eafe and de.
light;" but when I was about nine years old, my
father fent me to {chool to learn to read, (havin
been taught to know my letters; and fpell a litie a¢
home) in which 1 took great delight, and thereby
diverted myfelf from feeling my pain of mind, foy
the great lots of my innocence wlhich I had fuftajn.
cd; and aitho’ the man, by whom I was taught,
Was poor, and fat in his foom, being a weaver,
while the children read to him, I improved \fre{rty
YT . \_ a >
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fafl, and'hc foon put me to writing, and finding
my capacity full as ripe as is'common in boys of
that age, he began to teach me Arithmetic; yet
gracious g'oodn'ci.”s {till favored me with conviétion,
and by his fpirit was witnefs againft me, and in
mercy the Lord vifited me with a fore fit of fick-
nefs,” and by his rod of correftion brought me a
little more to myfelfs this was in the forepart of
the winter, when I was between nine, and ten years
of age, =nd being pretty well recovered for fome
weeks, I had in the following fpring a relapfe of
the fame diforder, (the pleurify) in which, by ocut-
ward correction with ficknefs, "and inward judg-
ment, he was plealed to draw me to himfelf, which
caufed me to renew my covenant with him, and I
did hope never more to ftray from him, to follow
lying vamitics, whofe fweets I had experienced to be
Bitter, yca exceeding bitternefs in the end. I had
taken great delight from a child to play with whifs
tles, and pipes, made of the bark of fmall branches
of trees, and of ftraws of wheat and rye; but now
it grieved me to obferve children delight therein,
and 1 ventured to tell my mind to fome of them
concerning fuch things
© Man is diftinguifhed from other creatures not
only by his voice; but by varying the breath toge-
ther with the orderly motion of tongue and lips;
that voice is made to convey the ideas of the mind,
and thoughts of the heart to his fellow-creatures,
and as he was created to glority his maker, the
end and intention of his voice fhould be direGed
to promote his glory among men; whether in things
natural, OF fpiritual, that is of this life, or that to
come; mufic as now commonly ufed, and whiftlin
and finging, have no fuch tendency; but are rather
diverfions of the mind from what it ought to be
ngloyed about, and therefove a bafe comf{umption
2 of
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of precious time, which man muft be accountable
for, which if enough regarded, inftecad of mufic,
whiftling, and finging merry, foolifh, and prophane
fongs, many would have occafion to lament and
weep for their mifpent tix_nc;. I k"avc It as a caution
to parents, to beware of mdulgmg their d.car chil-
dren in any thing, which may imprefs their tendey
minds with a defire after mufic, or fuch diverfion
when they grow in years; but that inftead thereof,
by living in the pure fear of the Lord, and near
the fpirit of truth in their own hearts, they may pe
furnithed with example, and precept to dire@ the
minds of their offspring, to attend to the voice of
him who called to Samucl in days of old, and re.
mains to be the fame teacher to lng people in thig
age; may his holy name be magnityed for ever,
and ever!

I retained my care, and circurpfpeé‘tion for fome
time; but through unwatchfulnels, and a defire £,
play which led into lightnefs, and f‘OrgC'tfu]nefs, I
Aoft this ftate before I was twelve years of age, and
tho’ the Lord was near, and followed me by hisg
reproof, in order to bring me under Jtlclgxpent, Ifled
from it as much as I could; having let in a beljef
that as I had been favoured to tafte in fo WOnderful’
a manner, ¢ of the good word of Life, and power
of the werld to come, and had fo thamefully fallen
away, there remained for me, no more facrifice for
fin; but a fearful looking for of judgment, ang
fiery indignation,”” which as I thought feemed to
burn in me to that degree, that I was afraid to be
alone, for it fecined to be loudly proclaimed in me,
that whether I eat, or drank, waked, or flept, I wyg
accurfed, and when alone I abhorred myfelf; hy¢
when in company uled my utmoft endeavors tg hide

my condition, by being chearful and arch in my
difcourfe, and was thought by moft young pepplle to
1ave
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have a knack as they called it, at jefting and witty
turns; yet even in this time, I entertained fuch a
value for religion, that I was not willing to reveal
my fituation; left I fhould be a reproach thereto,
or difcourage others from feeking happinefs; but
when night came, and 1 went to bed, no tongue
can exprels the :mgui[h I felt, afraid to lay awake,
and afraid to defire fleep, left 1 fhould be cut off
from the land of the living, and my portion appoint-
ed in utter darknels; I fo far negle@ted my learn-
ing, that when about thirteen years old, T could
not read but mm a poor manner, tho’ once noted to
be a ready reader; I was not willing that good
friends {hou}_d takq notice of me, or look me {tea-
dily in the face; tor I thought they would difcern
my wicke'c?n'cfs, an(,.{ it would be a trouble to them,
or by thetrmreproving me, add to my diftrefs; I
feemed to be left without any power to refift what
1 knew to be evil,_and being athamed that 1 had fo
loft my little learning, 1 fought to divert myfelf by
endeavouring to regamn it; my former genius, and
delight fo returned, that when I was about fifteen
cars of age, I had madé¢ great improvemcnt, not
only in reading, but in writing, and arithmetick,
and feveral branches of the mathematicks, and be-
an to value myfelf in fome degree thereon, and fo
ot over the convictions of the divine witnels
which fpoke troub]e_in me; neverthelefs dur’mc:
this time I kept clofe in attending meetings, hoping
at {eafons, that Pcrhaps the Lord would condefcend
oiice ' more Lo vnﬁt_ me; for a {aying of an eminent
pious man was rfszcd I my remembrance ¢ Thae
¢ if there remam.ed a defire in the heart after Re.
¢ demption, as 1t was kept to, the Lord would
¢ again affuredly vifit fuch in his own time.” So
that I was fearfu} of negle&ing meetings, if m
parents had not forwarded me, left I might mifs of

the
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the good intended for me; yetthe fubtle working
of the power of darknefs was at times very great,
fuggefting to me that all things came by nature,
and that thcre was o0 G_Od,‘HO llc:a\’cxl, no devil 3
no punifhinent for evil, religion a jeit, and painiul
care about futurity a filly whim, propagated to de-
prive people of pleafure; but Blefled be the Lorgd !
he preferved me from that i-nm'g, 1(?1- while I fele
his judgment for fin, 1 believed 1n his Being, and
holinefs, -and I am indeed fully of the mind, thit
no man can be an Atheift before he a&s_contrary
to knowledge, when to ,a?-lél‘/ the horr.ox_-, .and an-
guifh of mind, he feels for the commiflion of fin,
he clofes in with this temptation.- At‘othcr'timcs,
the {ame fubtle power would tempt me to difpair
of mercy, which if given ‘way to, would lead tq
ditra&ion; but the hand of the Lordiwas unger.
neath, tho’ for my difobedience he fuffered me .fo
remain in the wildernefs, and to -d“’-“{u among fiery
ferpents, until he had 'Waﬁcd that .in me, which
lufted after forbidden things. .

In this ftate I continued until ,I'w_a;s. about nine.
teen years of age, and as I -was «Wﬂ“ﬂﬂ_g one day
to meeting, thinking on my forlorn condition, and
remembring the bread in my .I{C;lVCﬂ]y Father’s
houfe, when I was a dutiful 911,11(19 and ;that,by
ftraying from him, and {pending my portion, I
had been eight years in grievous want, 1 inwardly
cried, if thou art pleafed again to vifit me, [ be.
feech thee Oh Lord! vifit my body with ficknefs,
or paiii; or whatever thou may -R'le_afe;, {fo that the
will of the old man may be flain with the tranf.
greffion, and every thing in me, that thy contro.
verly is againft, that I may be ¢lﬂ;a§1f3 2 fan&ified
veficl by thy power; fpare only my life, until my
redemption 13 wrought, and my peace made with
thee! : ;

About
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About this time my father died in the tenth month,
1724, which was a great lofs to our whole family,
and as _he had allotted me to live with, and take
care of my mother, it became my duty to keep
moltly at home; I' fpent near a year much in the
condition above mentioned ; often out of hope of
ever attaining to that ftate, I had witnefled when
very young ; but in the fall of the year after I had
arrived to the age of 20 years; it pleafed the Lord
to remember me,” who had been an Exile, in cap-
tivity under the old tafkmafter in Egypt fpiritually,
and by his righteous judgments mixed with unipeaks
able meércies, to 'make way for my deliverance ; T
was vifited with a fore fit of ficknefs, which in a few
days fo fully awakened me, that I had no hope of
ever being again intrufted with health ; my mifpent
time, and all my tranfgreffions were brought to my
remembrance, and heavy judgment was upon me
for them; I'was met with in this narrow path, and
could: no longer fly from God and his {pirit in my
confcience, whofe fore difpleafure I had juitly in-
curred. I had heard of men who had been noto-
rious offenders, and fled from the juftice of the
common law, until they became out-lawed; fuch
in a {piritual fenfe my cafe appeared to be; I
thought I had as it were heard an a& of grace and
free pardon repeatedly proclaimed, if I would re-
turn and live uprightly for the future; but in the
time ofi fuch vifitations, I concluded it was only to
bring me under judgment to take me from my
pleafure, for' that mine offences would never be
pardoned, and fo' I had withftood, or negleéted
thofe vifitations ;- I now faw clearly, that herein I
had followed the lying: fuggeftions of* fatan mine
enemy: - At this-time my old will in the fallen na.
ture gave up it’s life, and I cryed, “ I am not
warthy to live or enjoy favour, yet Ob Lord ! if thou

~awiltibe pleafed: o losk ‘on me with an cye of pitty, do

; - what

-
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what thow wilt with me, magnify thy ozon name, pre-
pare me by thy judgments and power that thy mercy may
be fhewn in and by me, whether thou cut” the thread
of my life; or fhall grant me more days, wwhich is only
i thy power;”” now my heart was made exceeding-
ly tender, I wept much, and an evidence was given
me, that the Lord had heard my cry, and in mercy
looked down on me from his holy habitation, and
a willing heart and patience was given me to bear
his chaftifements and the working of his ¢ternal
word of power, which created all things at the
beginning, and by which poor fallen man only ig
created a new n the heavenly Image, and prepared
to praife him . with acceptance, who lives for ever,
and ever. ‘ :

Whillt T lay in this condition, perhaps Was
thought by thofe who'wa_tched with me to be neyy
expiring; but tho’ I faid little or nothing, | belieye
I was quite fenfible, yet exceedingly Wcakene(f
having for about twenty-four hours felt more in.
ward and inexprefllible anguith, than outward pain
which was no doubt great; I take it to be tO\Var(i
the morning.of the fifth day and night of my ilinefs
that I felt the incomes and owning of divige lové
in a greater degre(? than ever; for the profpect 1
had of fo great forgivencls made me love the more =
for love is ever reciprocal. I remember, that] fa“:
the morning light, and thought all things looked
new and fweet; I lay where the fun fhone near, or
on my bed, and have fometimes ﬁnce thought, thar
being weak, the ftrellg§11 of the light and too much
company hurt me; I leave this hint to excite nurfeg
and thole who have the care qf very weak indifpo-
fed p60ple to beware of let.tmg over. much  Jight
come upon them, or many vifitors, except they be
fuch "who are {enfible of the weak by being inward
and quiet, waiting to feel the I‘}’mpathy' whicly
truth gives, the company of fuch being truly re-
frefhing. It
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It pleafed the Lord fo to reftore me, that I re-
covered my ufual ftrength, and was fr_equen;ly
humbled under a fenfe of the tender dea.lmgs of a
merciful God, whofe goodnefs and owning love I
felt to be very near; I then loved retirement and
inwardly to feel after the incomes of life, and was
often fearful left I fhould again fall away. .ln this
time it was manifefted to me, that if in patience I
ftood faithful, I {hould be called to the work o.f the
miniftry ; I loved to attend religious meetings,
efpecially thofe for difcipline, and it was clearly
fhewn me, that all who attend thofe meetings thould
inwardly wait in great awfulnefs, to know the im-
mediate prefence of Chrift the head of the Church,
to give them an underftanding what their feveral
fervices are, and for ability to anfwer the requirings
of truth, for it is by the light, and fpirit thereof,
that the Lord’s work is done with acceptance, and
none fhould prefume to fpeak, or a& without its
motion, "and direction ; for they who a& and fpeak
without it, do often darken counfel, miflead "the
weak, and expofe their own folly, to the burthen,
and grief of fenfible friends; it was in great
fear, that T attempted to fpeak in thefe meetings,
and as I kept low with an eye fingle to the honour
of truth, I f_elt peace, and inward ftrength to in-
creafe from time to time, and it is good for all who
are concerned to fpeak to matters in meetings for
difcipline, in the firft place to take heed that theip
own {pirits do not prompt thereto, and to mind the
time when to {peak fitly; for a word in feafon from
¢ bure heart, is'precious, and frequently prevents

cbates inftead of miniftring contention, ‘and when
they have fpoken to bufinefs, they thould turn in-
ward to feel whether the pure truth owns them,
and in that reft, without an over anxious care whe-
ther it fucccec‘ls at that time, or not, fo friends will
be preferved from being lifted up, becaufe their

{fervice
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fervice is immediately owned; or if jt fhould De
rejected, or flighted, in this inward_humb]c ftate
the labeur is felt, and feen to be the Lord’s,

It is a great favour from the Lord, that he is
pleafed to cover his children wich hig pure fear, and
array their fouls with the garment of lxumility, that
they may ftand in his prefence with acceptance,
waiting to be taught of his ways, in mecknefs to
be guided in judgment; thefe only feel the neceflity
of minding that excellent exhortation Be ye
€ ftedfalt, immoveable, always abounding in the
€< work of the Lord.”” In 2 degree of reverent
thankfulnefs, I blefs the name of the Lord through
his beloved Son, that I then according to my me;.
fure knew what I now WIIte, 1t Was a time of OO
ing with me, I rarely pafled a day without f‘ge]j,m
the incomes of divine life, and was favoured ftrong.
Iy to defire ¢ The fincere milk of the holy wor 3s
that in humility I might grow thereby in fubﬂ;mc;.
but afterwards I was left, and withdrawn from, f(;
that for days, yea many days together, 1 was with-~
out inward refrefhiment, ‘and ready to fear thyy I
had offended my gracious Redeemer, ' and bein
- thoughtful, - and inwardly engaged to know ¢n
caufe, ‘1 had to confider, that children the?
may be thriving, - and darlings of their natural pas
rents, are not fit for much bufinefs, * until they are
weaned, ‘and altho’ they grow finely, they are gra-
dually taught to wait the appointed time between
meals, betore they have much care of their father’s
bufinefs, *and are further prepared, fo as to mifs 5
{et meal, or be a longer time without outward food,
before they are'fit for a journey, and with thefe
thoughts, (leaving the reader to judge from whence
they came) a hope began to revive in me, that I
was not forfaken, which indeed, as I kept patient,
I was abundantly fenfible of at times, even thofe
times which are in the Lord’s hand ; for his chil.

: : , . o . , dren

the
they
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dren experience that the times of refrefhment come
from him, who when he hath exercifed and proved
them in his infinite kindnefs is pleafed to caufe
them to it down, and condefcends himfelf to ferve
them.  Blefled for ever be the name of the Lm:d
who knows how to prepare his foldiers to remain
faithful, and to indure with patience (what the na-
tural man would account) hardnefs !

I had {trong defires that elderly friends fhould be
good examples to the youth, not only in word, and
converfation, but in meetings for the worfhip of
God, and it grieved me exceedingly to {ee any of
them overcome with ﬂccp, and my concern for one
friend on that account, was fo great, that 1 knew
not ‘what ‘was beft to do, and reafoned after this
manner, Lord! thou knoweft that I am young, and
he an elderly man, he will not take it well, that [
thould fpeak to him, and perhaps 1 may yet fall 3

and if fo the more I take upon me, the greater my
fall will be; befides, tho’ I have 1 i

ill bes be poken in meetings
for difcipline, when truth hath been ftrong upon
me, yet out of meetings, I am not fit to reprove,
or fpeak to particulars: For I was cautious indeed
in.thof¢ days, of talking "about religion, or good 3
things,” from a fear of getting a habit thereof, ang
fo not know th

fo ¢ true motion ; which 1 thought I hag
obferved to be the failing of fome.

¢ ' _ ne.  In this ﬁreight
it came mto my mind to

; ) : go to the perfon in the
night, as the moft private time, and manner; for if
I took him afide before, oy after 4 meeting, otherg

might wonder for what,” and I might betray my

weaknefs,  and repraach the good caufe, and do
N0 good,” and if ‘the friend fhould be difpleafed
with me,

he might publicly fhew, what otherwife
he would conceal after 5 private deliberation; fo

n the evening I went, defiring the Lord to go
with me, and guide me, if it was a motion from
him; when I came to the houfe it was dark, I cal

led,

o St S
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led, and the friend came out to fee who was
there, and invited me in, I told him I was in
hafte to go home; but v_vanted to fpeak with him
if he plealed, and fo pafled quietly toward home,
to draw him from the door, and then told him my
concern for him in a clofe, honeft, plain manner,
and without ftaying to reafon much, left him in a
tender loving difpofition, as I believe; 1 returned
home with great inward peace; when thoy doeft,
or givelt alms, let not thy left hand know what th
right doth, was an excellent precept; that left hand
of felf fhould not act in fuch things, no matter
how privatcly they arc done, they oiten anfwer the
, end better; neither is it a fault to lay things low
5 and familiar, the truth will have its own wcight:
¢ and accompany what it diCtates with its own evi.
; dence. My intention in writing this, is to encoy.
rage the humbled carc?ul traveller in the Way of hig
duty. At fome times, it appeared to be likely to dq
moft good to write my mind to fome, whic| J did
with fuccefls, as I aimed only at a difchargc of du-
ty, in the moft private manner, and the good of
thole to whom I wrote.
When I had entcred the twenty fifth year of m
- age, I accomplithed marriage with Margaret Brown
a virtuous young woman, whom I had loved ag a
{ifter for feveral years, becaufe I believed fhe loved
religion; I think I may fay fafely, it was in 4 good
degree of the Lord’s purc fear, and a fenfe of the
pointings of truth, on both fides, that we took each
other on the 274 day of the cleventh month 1729,
{old ftile) in an appointed meeting at Faft Notting-
ham, and I thought that our Hcavcnly Father owneg
us with his prefence at that time. The Covenants
made in marriage are exceeding great, and | think
they never can be rightly kept, and truly performed
without Divine affittance; -and am convinced, if, all
who enter into a marriage ftate would in the I,o§d’s
’ eas
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fear truly feek his affitance, they wou]d'kn.ow then_'
own tempers kept down, and inftead pfjarrlrlg, and
difcord,, unity of {pirit, harmony of goqduc‘t, and
a concern to ' be examplary to their ofispring would
increafe, .and be maintained. »
The “Summer following, in the year 1730, 2
Monthly-meeting was fettled at Nottingham, (being
before a branch of New-Garden monthly-meeting)
by the advice, and appointment of the quarterly-
meeting ; this brought a fear, and weighty concern
upon me, and many others, that the affairs of Truth
might be managed to the honour thereof; for we
had but few fubftantial-elderly friends. In a fenfe

of our weaknefs, it was the breathing defire of my
foul, that'the Lcrd would be pleafed for his own
fake, and the honour of his great Name, to be near
to his children, and infpire them with wifdom, and
judgment for his own work ; and blefled for ever be
his holy Name! I believe he heard our cry, and in
meafure anfwered our prayers; being kept low, and
humble, it was a growing time to feveral. My af-
fection to friends of New-Garden monthly-meeting
was fo great, that for many months -after we parted
from them, I feldom mifled attending it, and there-
in had great fatisfattion, and fome of their members
frequently attended ours, for our love towards ecach

other was mutual. :
When I was about twenty-fix years of age, fome
fri_ends were appointed to perform a family vifit, and
-bemg'deﬁ.yous of my company, I joined with them,
and therein felt the ownings of Truth in fome de.
gree; but notwithftanding I faw at times the ftates
;fafamllleS, and particulars, yet not in fo clear a
Manner as I thought neceflary to become my duty
to OPGI_I my mouth inthe fervice, fave now and then,
n a private way to particulars, of which none knew
t}:_icept ‘thofe to whom 1 fpake. At one houfe the
friends onthe fervice had a good opportunity, feve.
oo : Jral
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ral young folks, fome of whom were not of the
iamily being prefent; I felt the Divine prefence to
be very near, and a motion to conclude that fittin
in fupplication, and thzmkfgnvmg to the Lord, but
was not hafty, for fear of doing what was not re-
quired of me, fo omitted i.t,. and af_'terwards afked.
an experienced. worthy minifter, if he
known any friend appear in a meeting
prayer, ‘before they had ever appeared:
teftimony; which enquiry I made in fuch a manner
as to give him no miftruft of me; he anfwereq
¢ nay, 1 believe it would be very uncommon,” it
ftruck me pretty clofely, but I kept my condition
very: privates;  having been cxceedingly fearfu] of
deception, and now began to doubt whether i wag
not'a delufion for me, to entertain an apprehenfion
that 1 fhould be called to the work of the miniftyy.
the concern whereof had been at timeg very: hea\)/ >
upon- me;  tho’, no motion that felr |jj, a gcntlz
command to break filence, until at the houfe before
mentioned; now I let in rcafoning, and {o departed
for a time from my inward guide and fafeft counfell
lor, as all affuredly will, who place their dependa
ance on nun1fbrinﬁru5ﬁ?n,to performm; dufies. res
quired of them; or who' forbear, of reafon againft
the humbling, gentle motions,. and leadings of the
R Much.fzuer It 1s to' atreng fteadily
thercunto for inftruction, and'abﬂky to perform
religious f{ervices, which when fo performed in
meeknefs, we ought to be tender of the fenriments
of our brethren concerning: them, and’ not. over
conﬁdentof‘ourcaU,.and.COHnnHﬁon; for our bre-
thren have a meafure of the fame {pirit: by  which
we are taught, a}ld have'a fenfe and’ right thereby
givento judge of our'fcr_}f'lcér;.avbecoming. diffidence
of ‘ourfelves,. and areadinefs to attend to theadvice
of fuch, is: ever the badge of trye difciplethips
humbling Divine Love ‘teaches to effeeny others,
rather than ourfelves,

“had ever
in publia
in publi¢

S | STy ,-j
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This was an exercifing time to me, but I did not
difcover it to any one;: I feemed to, be forfaken,
tho’. not fenfible of much judgment for my omii-
fion of duty, for,I could with fincerity appeal to
him who knoweth all things, that it did not proceced
from willful difobedicnce, but a fear of following
a wrong {pirit, and. a fecret hope revived that my
gracious Lord and mafter would not quite caft me
off, and blefled be his holy name! he did not leave
me very long before I was favoured as ufual, but
had no motion of the fame kind. ot :
- When this vifit was over,, I kept much at home,
yet was careful to attend meetings én the firft and
other days of the weelk, and found work enough to
watch againft a lukewarin, indolent Spirit, which
would come over me when I fat.down to wait upon
God; tho’ I came to the meeting in a lively warm en-
gagement of mind, I found the warfare againft luke-
‘warmnefs, fleepinefs, and a roving mind, muit be
fteadily maintained, and if none of thefe hinder-

ances were given way to, the Lord when he had
proved his children, would arife for their help, and.

fcatter his and their encmies, which my. foul ex-
perienced many times beyond expreffien: The Lord
alone is all-powerful, and worthy to be waited upon
and worfhipped in humility and reverent adora-
tion of foul for ever. Indolence apd lukewarmnefs
bring darknefs, and death over a meeting, and
when generally given way to, occafion hard work for
even the moft livingly exercifed friends to get from,
under the burthen and weight thereof; it was a
mercy that I was preferved fecking, and could not
be fatisfied without fecling the renewings of Divine
rf-aV‘Our, by which I rather grew in the toot of re-
ligion, tho’ T thought very flow, but had. hope it
would be lafting: : B '
The love of truth, I believe it was, and a defire
that the difcipline, and. good order of the church
D " , . mght
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might be maintainéd, made me willing to take con-
fiderable pains to attend nelghbour'mg monthly
meetings, which T’ th'}nk was a,bleﬂing to me in
fome good degree, being thereby often inftructed ;
and I have often admired at the flacknpefy of fome,
that fuffer trifling things to keep them from their
meetings for worfhip on \\jeek days, and firft days;
for tho’ curiofity brings {ucp to monthly meetings,
they are feldom of any real fervice w}xen they come,
not being fenfible of that_purc Divine Love, in
which the Church through its feveral members edi-
ficth itfelf, and as any one becpmes truly fenfib]e
thercof, they will delight to wait upon God, with
their brethren amd 6iftcrs,  Who is the fountaip of
pure Love, and {5 fills the hearts of hig humb]e

‘depending childrén therewith, that by it, they are
known to be his Difciples.

In the year 1731, our antient and worthy frj
V\Tilliam'%rown, 3who h?td been in the ﬂatio}; F:fegg
‘elder many years, growing fe?blc, and illcapable to
to attend .the Qlartcrly-m?etmg of minifters sl
elders, Friends of our particular meeting propofed
me to the Monthly-meeting for that fervice, which
brought a-clofe exercife upon me, Conﬁdcril’lg my-
felf a youth, and the weight of ¢} fervice; but
after a folid confideration, I found moft p(fa,CC in
fubmitting to thc meeting, ‘with fervent inward de.
fires, that the Lord would be pleafeq to be with me
therein, to preferve me from atting, or judging in
my own will and fplrlt,”knowing ‘thiat the fervice
could not be performed but by wifdom, underftand-
ing, and ability from him; When | attended thofe
large and’ weighty meetings of minifters and el-
‘ders, the care and fear that ‘was upon me is not
eafily exprefled; and may I never forget the graci-
ous condefcenfion of kind providence, who was
pleafed to own me, by the ﬂq'edding abroad of hig
love 'in my heart, that I verily thought, they re-

fembled
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fembled thejrrfciliool of the prophets, the High Prieft,

great Prophet, and Bifhop of Souls, our Lord Jefus
Chrift being prefident among them.

An_ apprehenfion that I fhould be called to the
miniftry, and a concern on that account, had been,
at times, for feveral years, weightily on my mind;
bat I now again thought I was miftaken in that be-
lief, and that it was only a preparative to qualify
me for the ftation of an-eclder, and thereby my

exercife became fomewhat lighter for a time; the

tendernefs- and. love I felt to thofe engaged in pub-
lic miniftry, was very great, and I believe I was
made helptul to fome by giving private hints, when
and to whom I thought there was occafion, in plain-
nefs, fimplicity and fear, which often afforded in-
ftrution to myfelf as well as to them. '
In 1733, I accompanied friends on another vifit
to familics, wherein, at times, I felt the opening of
truth in the love of it, and a few words to fpeak to
the ftates of fome, tho’ in great fear, left I {hould
put my hand to that weighty work without the real
requiring of duty; and at one family, on a morning
pretty early, being the firft we went to on that day,
I thought it would be better for the whole family,
in a religious fenfe, if the heads of it were more

zealous in attending meetings: 1 faw the neceffit
of being examples to children and fervants, by a
careful attendance of meetings for worfhip on the
firt, and other days of the week; but I was fo
wealk and pocr, that I doubted whether it was -msr
duty to mention any thing thereof to them, fo con-
cluded to omit it; by which I hoped to judge of
What I had been about before, and fo grew eafy in
my mind, and as we were on the way to the next
houfe, I began to judge, that I had no real bufinefs
to have.faid any thing at any houle; and having for-
borne i my own will, I was now left to my own
judgment for a time, At the next houfe, friends were
‘ parti-
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particularly opened, and tenderly C‘O_I‘ICC‘X'.ncd YO‘I‘[}CI!k.
to feveral ftates, and of feveral matters “_'h_'l'(':.lll".]::
;fmuorht inﬁr_u&}y@; but I fgg ‘f‘f}‘:,a_l?d podr, ‘and
fo remained” during our paflage to ‘the nexe'h !
where I fared no better, but worle; my fccling in}d:
jtidgmcnt being  quite gone,” as to thc‘fqrwc.c am
which we werc cngag%qs and’ fho_’ fedid ot iay
any thing to the otlier friends How it fared with mé,
yctj they wcr(;‘ai_l"c&cd therc“:l'trl),as’v ,.ﬁl)l?}'-CI}cxyclcd;
T was in greéat dgrkncfs and _dxﬁrefb:,.and- fometimes
thouglit of 16?,\:1ng the company privately ’ and go
home, but again concluded, " that would not only
be a difappointment to my friends,, but dillionoyra:
ble to truth,” which made me determing tg go for.
ward,’ and endure my own pain, .as’ much undifs
covered as poffible; "my companions, ag I bt

obferved, were affeéted, and all fave' gpe feemed
clefed up from doing the fervice, and iy, the even.
ing of the fame day at 'the laft boufe, a1y of them
were filent. "l‘h(::rc was a fch‘ool-'houfe near, the
mafter being a friend, and the children moIH,y be-
fonging to friends, whom fome of "oy conip"

appeared willing to .vxﬁt, but others 'bcing doubtful;
we omitted it, 'thch{ now fome the ght was not
right, and thercfore 'this cloud of darknefs “and
diftrefs came upon us, and were willing to meét at
the {chool-houfe next morning, to try if we could
recover our former ftrength in the ownings of truth,
which being agreed to, each took our'way home)’
it being now night; and I alone, T rode flow, under.
a decp exercife of mind, and humyp)e inquiry into the
caule of my own dxﬁrefs,_ and after fopie time, be-
‘ing,;favored \:Vlth great calmnef_s: van'd' quietude O_f.
mind, I was inwardly lnﬁr_u&ffd after this manner,
Thoit faweft what was wanting in 4 Jamily this morn-
“ing, and would not exhort to more diligence, or ﬂ"’“’”t{-
ment in that refpect, and ther ¢fore ift they continie ty

‘do wwrong, it fball be required of thee ;- on which T
LS P e < became

Quics;
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becdme “broken’ in fpirit, and ‘eried in fecret, may
1 not perform it yet, and be reftored to thy favour?
Oh Lord! 1'am now willing to do whatfoever thou
requires of me, if thou wilt be‘pleafed to b? with
me; and blefled 'be his name,”in mercy he heard
my fupplication, and 1 was tfully perfwaded’ that I
muft’ go to the hotife again; ' which'l concluded to
do next 5rffqr11i'ng,'agld went home with a dc‘:gree'f)f
comfort, and being ‘weary'in body and mind, flept
fweetly, "and ‘awoke in the morning” quiet and eafy
in {pirit,’ and now began to conclude, that Irmight
meet my company, and be éxcufed; but my cove-
nant of goiﬁg was bl‘oughf to’ my“remembrance,
and I was 'given to believe, that peace was reftored
on condition of ‘my performance; therefore’l went
to the houfe, tho’ feveral miles- diftant, before Tun-
rife, the man of’ the houfe was up, he‘invited'me.
in, and I followed him, and fitting down by the fire
(being codl weather,) with my mind' retired, I'felt
that T muft not fpéak before the reft of the family,
but rather in ‘private, yet was fearful of calling him
out, being unwilling to difcover-any thing to'them;
in the ‘mean time, he went out, and walked_ the
way I was to go, I followed, and-told him how I
felt when we were'at his houfe the morning beforé,
and could not ‘be eafly without exhorting him'to be
more careful in feveral refpes, and a better exam-
ple to his family in his attendance of meétings; he
{feemed affected, and faid, he hopéed he thould mind
my advice; 1 then left him, and met my companions
at-the {chool houfe, and cnjoyed great peace. 1
leave this remark, to excite all to dwell in meeknefs
and fear, and to beware of the will of the creature,
:‘md the reafonings of fleth and blood, which lead
nto doubting ‘and difobedience; they who -aie
?althful n fmall'things, fhall truly know an increafe
i that wifdom and knowledge “which is from
above. e : it il grade

o Before



%2  Tue LIFE axp TRAVELS
Before we had gone through this vifit, I attended
the quarterly meeting of ‘minifters and elders at
Concord, and as 1 {at therein, the unwearjed ad-
verfary rencwed a former charge againft me, 1
fuggelting to my mind, that Imlght_ know 1 had
been wrong and under a delufion, in entertainip
a_belief I fhould be called to the work of the mj.
niftry; for that all who had ever been rightly en-
gaged therein, it was in a crofs greatly to the will
of the creature, which was not my cafe, for L ias
willing; this I felt to be true; and was therefore
now exceedingly diftrefled, not confidering that |
was made willing by the weight of  the
which had been feveral years at fimes very hcavy
upon me, until it feemed as a fire in my bonﬁ's,'and
as tho’ T was dumb with filence, I held my peace ¢q 5
Jrom good, and my Jorrow was ftirred, my heary
bot. wyithin me, w/ule I was mufing the Jere A
Bfal; xxxix.. 25 3.~ While. under, this confli& ;
friend ftood up with thefe words, . 4y f beard 1he

woice of the Lord, faying, <whon foull [ fong ot 15
will go for us? Ihen faid I, bere am Jend me,
Ifa. vi. 8. Shewing, that ¢ to them whofe will was
¢ rightly fubjccted to the Lord, i became their
¢.mcat and drink, to do t_h(_? will of him, who had
¢ fubjected them by bLis divine pPower, and influ-
¢ enced their hearts with his Jove to mankind;*’ by
which 1 was relievedy; and my fpirit. humbled and
made thankful. | Next morning being the firft day
-of the week, I went to Kennet meeting, and toward
the clofe thereof, fomething appeared 1o my mind to
offer, but was fearful, that the motion for {peaking
was not enough ’POWC_"f“]a and had like to have for-
borne, but remembring What I had fuffered by ne-
gledling a weak motion in a family vifit, a5 alrcady re-
lated, 1 ftood up, and fl_’?l‘;c a few fentences in great
fear and brokennefs of {pirit, and had foiid fatistaéti-
on, I attended the (ertcr]y—mectmg'(SF'buﬁnefs at

i ' Concord

excercife,
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Concord on fecond day; on my return from whence
home, I'let in the old reafoner, who fuggefted to
me, that if I was called to the public miniftry, I
had not waited for a {ufficient commiflion to fpeak;
fotr fome had been raifed up with great powery 'and
authority they could not withfland, but that I might
have been {till and quiet, the motion was fo gentle
and low, and that I muft not think to {peak in pub-
lic teftimony in great meetings with fo {mall a mo-
tion, and in fo doing, T had committed a fin that
would not be readily forgiven, perhaps a fin againft
the Holy Ghoft; my exercife was great, but as [

endeavoured to be quict in my mind, feeking to

know the Truth of my prefent condition, I was
fecretly drawn to follow and attend to {fomething,
that fpoke inwardly after this manner ¢ if thou
walt to take a lad, an entire ftranger to thy lan-
guage and bufinels, however likely he appeared for
lervice, thou muft fpeak loud and diftinctly to him,
and perhaps with an accent or tone, that might fhew
thee to be in earneft, to engage his attention, and
point out the bufinefs; but thou wouldft expedt it
thould be otherwile with a child brought up in thine
houfe, ' who knew thy language, and with whom
thou hadft been familiar ; thou would expe&t him
to wait by thee, and watch thy motions, fo as to be
inftrutted by thine eye looking upon him, or point-
ing thy finger, and wouldft rebuke, or correct fuch
an one, if he did not obey thy will on fuch a fmall
intelligent information.”” ~ [ wag inftantly relieved
thec;\tby, and leave my reader to judge from whence
this intimation came; believing it would be no crime
M me, to judge it to be from the Spirit of Truth,
that was ¢4 lead and guide into all Truth.,

- When this meeting was over, being in the-ninth
month 1733, we proceeded to finith our family vifie,
the part which remained was on the weft fide of
Sufquehanna, at Bufh river, and a few families be-

' gun
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gun to fettle ncar Deer creck; we were remarkably
favoured with the prefencc of our great .and good
Maftei', who opened the ftates of famxhes.to us,
and gave ability to fpca.lr: the.rcto;- may his holy
name  be- praifed: ‘The vifit being finifhed, we re.

tarned home,, and in a fhort time after; as I fat iy

2 week day meeting, 1 had a few words frefh before

- me, with a gentle motion to deliver them, which 1
2

feared to. omit, ﬂ"ill remembring what followed 2
former neglect, fo I exprefled what was on
mind, and therein had peace, and_ afterwar.ds w
lent for: feveral weeks, in which time I Jet In a
I was forfaken by my dear Lord and Maftey
I loved above all things; for & ‘hadwnorope
heavenly things, as 1 thought, but w;
and needy, yet I loved fx‘lends?fa11(1 remcmbring a
faying of a minifter formerly : We know 1),4, We haue
pafid from_death. unto It Gecau s fg. i 52
thren, 1 John iii, 14. 1 hoped,; that I waq not quite
forgotten; fome rcmykable icptcnccs had fixed in
my mind fometime before, Whl.Cl‘f_, I now began to
underftand more fenﬁbl}_', “ miniftry fhould be of
neceflity, and not of_chglcc, and there ig no living
by filence, or by preaching merely;* ¢ fomething
in me was ready to wifh to be employcds that I miglﬁ
have bread, for when I t:ound & Wotion to fpeak, I
had the owning love of the he:"wenly Father; which
is and ever will be bread to his Childre‘n; the creg-
turely will, \\.’OL.lld choof? and would be bufy with
queftioning, is it not, or may it not be fo and fo;
this is that womanifh part, which ig not permitted
to fpeak in the church, it runs firft it tranfgreflion,
for want of learning of the h\}iband at home, or be-
ing in fubjection to him, which if Fye had literally
done, in ftead of realoning with the ferpent that
tempted, fhe might have been preferved from being
a tempter. Our {trength, Pl_"ffe}‘vation, _hez}lth? and
peace ftand in'our entire fubjedtion o the will of the
: Lord,

11‘1 ‘
as fi- ,
fCtar,
» Whom
nmgs ill
s left Poor
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Lord, whether in filence or fpeaking, fuffering, or
reigning, ftill dwelling with the feed (Chrift) in
our own hearts; humbly waiting for, and i‘cclfn
after, his power to arife, who is the Refurrection
and the Life, and when he is pleafed to appear, his
children partake in meafure of his glory!

I continued in the flation of an Flder, and fome
times delivered a few fentences in public Teftimony,
which occafioned me to apprehend I fhould not be
in my proper place, except I requefted to be releafed
from my elderthip; after a time of weighty confi-
deration, I modeltly requefted, that friends would
confider my cafe, for inftead of taking care of the
miniftry of others, I ftood in need of the care of
others, and that it would be relieving to my mind,
if they would nominate an elder in my room, which
was taken into confideration for a time; friends
waiting I fuppofe to fec what proof I fhould make of
my miniftry. Tattended the winter quarterly meet-
ing of minifters and elders, and had to give an ac-
count of the miniftry at our meeting, the eciders
being called to anfwer one after another in order,
~according to the fettlement of the meetings they

belonged to, a fear ftruck me left a form of words
was too much in general obferved, particularly,
¢ that the miniftry was well received.” When
my turn came, I could not be ealy without varying
that part, and inftead of faying, the miniftry of the
minifters is well received, I faid, that I belicved the
miniftry of the public friends was generally approved
of, and added, that I did wifh, that the miniftry
of all the miniftring friends was better received
than T conceived it was; whereupon I was afked,
Wl.mt I meant, and under the weight I felt on my
'mmd, I replied, it was not from a thought of bear-
ing .hard on the fervice of the public friends; but
from the difference between approving thereof, be-
cauke they believed it to be right, and attending no

E further,
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further, which would not do the work, but to put
in practice what they h_card reccommended, was on-
ly well receiving of it, and if that was really the
cafe, our fociety would appear more beautiful than
at prefent; thus the matter_clofed, and I had peace
in the remark. I think this was the laft meeting |
attended as an elder; before the next quarterly
meeting in the fecond month 1734, another wag
recommended in my place.

About this time as I fat in one of our own meet.-
ings, I felt a flow of affection to the people, for many
not of our fociety came there, perhaps out of curi.
ofity, feveral young minifters having come forth in
pub]ic teﬂ:imony, in whic}x cxtraor_dinary flow of 3.
feGion, I had a very bright opening as [ thought
and expected to ftand up with it very foon, but be.
ing willing to weigh it carefully was not very forwarq
viewing its decreafing brightnefs, until fomethin,.
faid as it were within me, “ is the woe in it,” i
neceflity laid upon thee, 1 Cor. ix. 16, And there.
fore woe if thou preach not the golpel. Thig put
me to a ftand, and made me feel after the livin
prefence of him, in whofe name and power I defired
to fpeak, if T appeared in teftimony; and not feeling
the pure life and power of Truth, To 45 ¢ ftand up
the brightnefs of the Vifion faded, and Jeft nié
quict, humble, and thankful for thig prefervation ;
the drawing ftrength and lufting defire of the un.

able, who centre not to the pure gift in them-
felves, are as the many waters, or fea of Myftery
Babylon, for her merchants to fai] their fhips and
trade upon. 'This was a time of inwarq growing to
me, the welfare of the churches wag ftrongly de-
fired, and the extendings of the love of the Hea-
venly Father, I felt at times to reach over fea,and
land, to my great admx_ratlon_; but hOWever_my
heart was enlarged, I bClICVCd- It was my duty to re-
tire inward, and wait with patience unti] my friends
: {hould
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fhould fo approve of my miniftry, as to recommend
me as a minifter, before I made any requelt to go
much abroad, though I went to fome neighbouring
meetings, fuch as 1 could go to in a morning, and
return home at night, but not without acquamnting
fome elderly friends therewith, and defiring their
company, which I generally had.

In the winter 1735-6, William Brown my brother
in law, my fifter Dinah Brown (then a widow,)
and myfelf, were all recomimended to the meeting
of Minifters and Elders, as minifters, and at this
meeting I' let a"certain friend know, that for fome-
time I had a defire to vifit friends at Newtown, Mid-
dletown, Gothen, Caln, and Bradford mectings, hop-
ing that he would go with me, for without fome
fuitable companion I was not eafy to go, becaufe it
would be neceflary, that notice {hould be given to
anfwer the end of a vifit, which he alfo thought
neceflary, and let me know that he would take the

needful .care, which I fuppofed was previoufly'to
inform fome' friends of each meeting, in order that

they might acquaint their neighbours if they had
freedom, and I was eafy, not knowing but he would
bear me company: On third day I was at the gene-
ral meeting of worthip held at Providence, and at
the breaking up thereof, the friend whom I had
{poken to, itood up and gave public notice, that I
intended to {it with friends at the meetings atorefaid,
and named the days in order, and requefted friends
would take proper care to give notice; at which I
was exceedingly furprized, and repented that I had
fpoken thereof; I would have gladly ran home but
for fear of bringing a reproach, and to me it feemed
likely it would be the cafe if I purfued the tratk
laid out for me; in this ftrait I was humbled even to
weepIng;  a fympathizing experienced friend came
" to me, and {pake affectionately, bidding me not to
be caft down, for it was heard with gladnels, that
. lt
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it was.in my heart to vifit thofe meetings, and that
it 1 lived, and did well, T muft meet with greater
trials. T fuppofe friends of thofe mectings knew
more of e than I expetted, for I ha carcfully at-
tend<d meetings of dilcipiine feveral years, and had
been fometimes active therein; the meetings were
generally pretty full, and I believe trugh owned m
fervice, which was to me great caule of thankfyl.
nefs.  In this little journey friends were very kind
to me, and I was afraid t00 freain maniielting of it 5
indeed there are many indulgent nurfes, many for.
ward inftrutors, but too few fathers in the Church,
who having been acquainted with him the great Al
ha in their tender beginning, and by dwcl]ing in hig
Eo\y counfel and fear, have the care of the memberg
at heart, and in the Wifdom of Truth know how
to inftru, ‘advife, and conduét themfelves towards
fuch who are called to the Lord’s work according ¢,
their feveral difpofitions, growths, and gifts receiy.
ed, in order that they might be preferved SroOWine
in and by him, the Alpha, experiencing him, their
beginning, to be with-them, and to be the Omega in
their conclufion the Firlt and the: Lafby all'‘in all
the Lord God over all, Bleffed in himfe]f and thé
Son of his love, our holy high Prieft and Inftyye.
tor. For want of proper caution'herein,‘ fome have
valued themfelves "above what they “ought, ang
thereby reduced their credit with others. "+ -
“In the fummer fol_lowir}g T felt a fecret gentle
araft to vifit the mectings in the back parts of Chef
ter, Philadelphia and Bucks Counties,mwhich‘c:()n_'
tinuing with me, and my brother ip law Willian,
Brown having the like concern, we ' acquainteq
friends at our monthly mcgting; late in the fa]] of
the year, and had their concurrence, and I pelicye
their good withes for us; fo in’ the tenth month
1736, we proceeded, z_md WENL to G_Oﬂlén, Radnor,
and to o general méeting at Haverford, and to an
‘ ' ' evening
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evening meeting at a fchool-houfe in upper Merion,
and over Schuylkill to Plymouth; we had good
fatisfaction moftly. I could fee that my brother
grew.in his gift, and after one of the meetings a
Wwellmeaning friend told me, that I was a feer, and
knew the ftates of people better than they could
Inform mé at which I felt fome fecret pleafure, yet
ot without (as I thought) a humble fear, knowing
that flattery or unguarded commendation, if liftned
to, is a kind of poifon"to young minifters, and
{ometimes makes them fwell beyond the proper
fize. At Plymouth, I had an open meeting, and
it feemed to me, as if what I had to fay was re-
cewved freely by the people, and after meeting 1 was
filled with joy to fuch a degree, that I wept; -and
dr_opped behind my company, - (to keep undifcover-
ed,) in our going to a friends houfe, inwardly pray-
ed that it might be taken from ‘me, for I feared,
that by the natural part in me, it was taken to cx-
cefs. Next day we had a {mall’ meeting in Job
Pugh’s houfe, where 1 thought I faw the ftates of
particulars very clear, and had fomething to fay,
which perhaps T delivered in too ftrong terms, con-
fidering my age and experience in the miniftry; a
becoming fear, and modefty in expreflion is very
ornamental and fafe for minifters, both young and
old; after meeting, we went home with Evan Evans
to North Wales, who converfed but little with us,
but’ was grave and folid, and thercin a good ex-
ample to me; for fometimes young minifters hurt
themfelves by too much talking, and draw from
others of like freedom, things not convenient for
them to hear. The next day we were at North-
wales meeting, which wag large, being firft day,
my brother W. B. appeared in the forepart and had
good fervice, afterwards I flood up with a large
and good Opening as I thought, but, found hard
work and foon fat down again without much relief,

: ' which

. PRI TR
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which being a little unufual, Y ventured to {tand
up again, and with a zeal that exceeded m

childith knowledge, laid on fome firokes with the
ftrength of the mans part more than with the hum-

FRT wer of Truth; for if we deliver hard things
= ‘bling po 5
WE e people, we fhould ever remember, that we

are fleth and blood, and by nature fubje& to the
fame frailties; this would lead us clofely to attend
to the power, and to minifter only in the ability of
Lruth, in the meeknefs, gentlenefs and  wifdom
which it infpires; ' I foon fat down again, and in
a moment felt myfelf left in great darkncfs, ypd
triends broke up the meeting in a minute or two af-
fer, which I foon thought' was rather unkind, ag ¢
feemed to fhew a public diflike, when 3 private ad-
monition, which I believed was my due, would haye
anfwered the end better; but when I knew the
held an afternoon meeting, I judged that I had iy
fringed on the time, and the weight of the trial
fettled ftill deeper on my mind; in the afternoon
I fate filent, and ‘was very much'dejc&ed, and- m
good friend Evan Evans, an experienced minjftep
and father in the church, bid me be fteady ang T
ward, looking to the Lord who knew how to deal
with his children, and gently corred, as well when
they went too. faft, as tco flow; this fatherly tep-
der hint fully opened my eyes; for before 1 was in
fome doubt wherein I had miffed; I now believed
he faw I was too zealous and forward, and believed
alfo, that he had the judgment of Truth; this was
enough for me; I abhorred myfelf, and was in great
fear that I thould not be forgiven.. Another friend,
told me that I only felt an oppofing fpirit in fome,
whofe f{tates had been remarkably fpoken to by me, .
and defired me not to be too much caft down, for
I had the mind of Truth; this inftead of relieving,
rather added to my afiliCtion, for I faw it would
have a tendency, if heeded, to take me from undler-
- the
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the hand of the Lord, which was heavy upon me,
and fométhing in me {aid, ¢¢ Let God be true and
every man a lyar; keep to the witnefs in thine own
heart, attend to the Spirit of Truth there, and
mind its reproof:”> Man through natural affection
and fympathy may err, and adminifter falfe in-
{tru&tion, but the other proceeds from the God of
Truth. I would have given all that I had to have
been at home, for I greatly feared that I fhould
bring a reproach on the truth, the honour whereof
was dear to me; I hid my diftrefs as much as pof-
fible, and proceeded to attend meetings with my
brother, whom I greatly preferrred, and was afraid
to difcourage by my complaints. ,

We were at a meeting at Skippack, and at another
at Perkioming or New-Providence, in each whereof
I had fo much light and underftanding as to offer
a few words, but the fervice lay chiefly on my bro-
ther; from thence we went to Oley, where I had
a few things to deliver in a friends houfe in an even-
ing fitting with his family, which was large; the
friend in great tendernefs obferved afterward, that
revelation was not ceafed, for their ftates were ver
exadtly fpoken to, at which I marvelled, for I was
greatly reduced, and thought myfelf one of the
pooreit and moft unqualified that ever travelled in
that great fervice, in which we were now engaged;
this difpenfation though forrowful to wade through,
was very humbling and profitable for me, who per-
haps but a little before was ready to think I knew
{fomething about preaching, but now knew nothing,
that I might more fully underftand ‘that he who
thinketh of himfelf ¢ he knoweth any thing, kno-
weth nothing as he ought to know,”” to wit, that
all pure knowledge is fealed up in him who is the
Fountain of Wifdom and Knowledge, to be only
opened by himfelf to: his dependant children, by
the revelation of his own Spirit, when and to whom
he pleafes. : ‘
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From hence we went to Maiden Creek, and to
Richland in Bucks County, being ftill low in my
mind, yet favoured for a few minutes in meetings,
in which 1 had a few fentences, and then was clofed
up again: I was like (?ﬂ)cu\f‘];’O having learned a few
things, or rules in litera Knowledge, was again
turned back to*his beginning.

TFrom thence we went to Plumftead in Bucks
County; here 1 was rather more enlarged, and
to Buckingham, Wrightstown, I‘a]]_S, Middlctown,
Briftol, and over on the ice to B_urlmgton in New.
Jerfey, the wcathq being exceeding cold, and came
back again on the ice over Delaware the fame even-
ing to Briftol, and thence proceded to Byberry and
Horfham mleetings, and by this time T wag relieved
from the depreilion of fpirit I felt before, yvet was

ander a humble reverent fear, not fOl‘gCtting the
meeting at North Wales; 1 was in fome degree again
admitted to behold the lifting up of the Heavenly
Fathers countenance, which makes the folitary C
joice. TFrom Horfham we went to 5 meeting ap.
pointed at William Hallowell’s, the company of the
man who undertook to fhew ys the Way not being
agreeable, we perfwaded him to return, and {o
were left not knowing the way to the houfe, which
made me very thoughtful, lef we thould mifs ouy
“way, and friends would then be blamed for negle@
of duty towards us; as I was thys pondering in my
mind, a faith arofe, that providence could dire&,
and that moment I beheld the track of a man who
had croffed the road we were in, and felt a {udden
turn of mind to follow the fame, which made me
quite eafy; it brought us toa field, where we found
the fence down on both fides, and led fo the houfe
where friends were gathered, and we were not dif-
covered to be without a guide, for which I was
thankful, believing it to be the fecret direction of
kind providence, and not barely chance. I ’eiiﬁi
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¢this with a view to excite fuch who may meetawith
difficulties, to rely on him alone who can fhew the
way, and give faith to follow, but man muit be hum-
ble and guiet in mind, to underftand the inward
gentle fenfe that Truth favours with; this fmall ga-
thering was owned in a good degree with the Di-
vine prefence:

From thence we pafled to Abington and Frankfort
meetings, and to Philadelphia; and after vifiting of
thofe mectings, we turned to Germantown, and fo
over Schuylkill to Merion meeting, where we met
our worthy friecnd John Forthergill, who had great
and good fervice therein, with whom my brother
W. B. returned to Philadelphia to the quarterly
meeting, which began next day, and while he was
abfent trom me Lattended Springfield and Newtown
meetings, when he again came to me, we attended
fome other mectings until our quarterly meeting
began, at which was our friend John Cadwalader
from Horfham, who had good fervice; after which
T returned home and was glad to fit with friends in
our own meeting, wherein I did not fee it was m
place to fay much, but by example to recommend
{ilence. T ~

Early this {pring. (1737,) the Lord was pleafed
to try me with poverty and inward want, which
brought me mto great fearchings of heart, and fe.
cret enquiry into the caufe, but could not under.
ftand that I had wilfully difobeyed, neither {tood
convicted in ' my mind for doing amifs, but my po-
verty and inward want increafed, with diftrefs and -
doubting to that degree, that I began to fear I had
miftaken, and took error for truth, and in my own
imagination formed a religion; and for the rebeliis
on of my youth was fuffered to go on until noyy:
and all that ever T had dorie was brought intg jud'r:
ment and reduced to nothing, and the enemy c(;).v
deavoured to ftir me up to impatience, and to per-

B : nade
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i‘uad,'f";mc, that iy tranfgreflions wm}ld never be
forgu ch ; many days of {orrow and nights of fore
diftrefs I pafled through, and began to defpair of
ever beholding the Light of tlfc Heavenly counte-
nance lifted up towards me again. ,

‘Towards the laft of the third month T went to
Sadfbury, to fettle a difpute about the bounds of
land and having fomething to do near Samuel Nure’s
Iron works on IFrench creek, as I was going thither
being alone and my inward forrow and  diftrefy
very great, I thought I would now endeavouy ¢
vent it, were it but in mournful groans, and dryy,.
ing in my breath in order to vent It in a groan, my
inward anguifh feemed to burn like fire, and I wyy
inftantly ftaid from breaking forth, for | was per.
fuaded my paffion of grief if gIven way unto, would .
go beyond bounds, to the tearing of my clg
if no further, my heart not being tender,
not weep, which brought me te a more ¢
than I had known for fome time, ang therein was
ready to fay, can the good hand pe ftill near to g,
me, Oh! that I may have patience given, and refoly..
tion ﬁrengthncd to continue fccking, and if at up
I fhould perith, that it may be at his footﬂ‘oo]; for
a fmall {pace I had fome hope of beholding again,
him whom my foul once loved aboye g things,
but in a few miles riding it began tq look pleafant

o me, to go into fome remote place where I thoulg
not be known. When reflecting thus—whag! aban-
don mine acquaintance! violate my marriage cove.
nant, and leave my neareft connettions! I fudden]
knew this profpect of pleafure vyqq
one, and fomething in me abhoypeq it as wicked
and as it were clofed my eyes therefrom; fo tha¢
evening I went to the houfe of a former intimate
acquaintance to lodge, who received me kindly,
and in the evening brought a book Containing fome
aftronomical problems, and began to converle very
freely

aths,
I could
alm. Paufe
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freely thereon, fuppofing it would be pleafans -'a;mc
as aforetime; but I was heavy in my fpirit and in-
wardly thoughtful about fomething of another na-
ture, and he foon perceiving his converfation on
that fubject was difagrecable, propofed my going to
bed as Tittelt for a weary man, judging that to be
my prefent ailment, 1 was glad of the offer and
immediately accepted thereof. I faw now clearly,
that when my mind was turned from delighting 1n
that wherein our former friendfhip confifted, my
company was rather unpleafant to him, 1 foon lett
his houfe in the morning, difpatched my bufinels,
and rerurned home with as much fpeed as I could,
without the leaft inclination to go clfewhere; I
believe my prayer was heard; for I had patience
granted to me, I fay granted, becaufe no man can
endue himfelf therewith, and I think my diftrefs

gradually abated after the time aforementioned.
‘When one has fafted, and fuffered the want
~of ' natural food for a long feafon, men of prud-
ence will portion out the food they give to fuch
with care, that ftrength may be increafed and the
conftitution preferved healthful and found. The
Lord, whofe Love and Care to his children doth
far exceed that of any natural parent to his off-
[pring, dealt with me ‘in hi¢ tender mercy, giving
at times by the gentle touches of his Love, to feel
that he had not forfaken me, which in a few mi-
nutes would be again withdrawn, but tho’ of fhort
continuance, was fufficient for me to own it was
worth all my forrowful longing for and hereby he
Was pleafed to let me experimentally know the value
of Heavenly Bread by the want of it having food
and raiment I was now taught to be therewith con-
tent; the renewing of heavenly favour, and the
covering of the Holy Spirit, fo as to be admitted
to ftand before him in humble reverence with graci-
Qus acceptance, was all my foul craved; I neither
‘ ] wanted

oo ISP
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vmr&kd this man’s gift, nor the .other man’s popu-
larity and eloquence, but to be in merey admitted

" into the number of his family, and occupying mine
own gift to his honour alone that gave it When
Peter was examined by his Lord whom he had de-
nied through fear, < Loveft thou e more than
thefe?’” the third time anfwered; ¢ Thou knoweft all
things, thou knoweft that 1 love thee:” He did not
anfwer the queltion in its full extent, viz. more than
2hefe” with refpect to the reft of the Difciples who

-had not denied’ their ' Lord and Mafter, as Peter
had done, who was neverthelefs looked upon with

oz'éiviﬂg compaiiicn, and th(;‘r'cf"orc had negd‘to
Iove in proportion; perhaps his honcf't confefliopn
and appeal to his Mafter’s knowledge might thorten
his anfwer; his threcfold charge of feeding thé fheep
and "lambs of his Lord, was neceflary to gain hig
diligent attention to the work of him whom he had
three. times denied; he to whom much is {orgiven
loveth much if he is not ungratefy]. No marvgl thisis
I met with this trial of my love and aficction,. who
1o often (not through fear, but the defire of indulg-
ing my creaturely will3}‘ had denied, or negle@ed
to follow my Lord and Mafter whe had fo early
made’ me acqua_inted '.with his will, and who now

had paffed by mire offences, anq called e to work

i his vineyard; now I was made thankful for fa-
vours which before had fearcely been owned as

s {_u'c_ll; for to be prefe'r\:cd inwardly watchiul, and

quietly refigned, to wait'upon the Lord, though we

partake not of immediate confolation by the renew-
ing of life, is a great blefling, for whiep we ought
to be thankful, as we cannot ftay our own minds,
nor curb our thoughts; and I dig believe that la-
bour was healthful, created an appetite and feetned
the rekifth of reft and food ina fpiritual as well as na-
tural fenfe, and therefore I wanted not to eat the

. bread of idlenefs and live on the labour of cthers.
L. : S ' ' After

e
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After this trial which continued moft of the
fummer, 1 was much favoured with the incomes of
Divine Love and Life, and in the winter {ollowing
vifited moft of the meetings in Chefter County,
and fome few in Philadelphia County, the weather
was very cold being about the middle of the tenth
month when I fet out, and in my journcy went to
vifit a worthy friend who was indifpofed, and lodged
at his houfe, and as we fat together in the evening,
he afked me why I chofe the winter feafon to vifit
my friends in, for many infirm folks could hardly
attend meetings, and faid he was {fometimes reddy
to query, whether public friends do not take that
time to ferve their mafter, becaufe they could do
but little for themfelves. I was thoughtful and low
in my mind before, and had fome reafoning whe-
\ther it had not been better that I had ftaid at home
than ventured out on the fervice at that time of the
year. Though I thought I had an engagement fuffi-
cient when 1 fet out; this query of his made me
more thoughtful, and added to my reafoning, but
I {foon recovered ftrength; and it came freth in my

mind to afk him whether friends could eat to fupply -

and fuftain their bodies in the fummer, and partake
alfo of {piritual food for their fouls in that feafon,
fo as not to labour in the winter and care for the
fultenance of their bodies, or affemble and attend
meetings to worfhip-and wait upon God for fpiritual
food for their fouls? he acknowledged I had b

“this query fatisfied him to the full, and faid he was.

glad of my vifit, and hoped his talking as he did
would not difcourage me, for I believe he faw it
brought a damp over me at firft, this anfwer I be-
lieve was given to me for mine own help, and was
encouragement to me through  this journey, ip
which I bad moft of the time Jofhua Johnf{on of
Londongrove for a companion, who was very
agreeable, and in my return home I felt' great
peace. " <

/
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/ 1 ern part
of Maryland in the Year 1738+ Alfs 10 1he Luar-
terly-meeling at Sz’Jrefzq[]mry in Ncw-]m_‘/‘ey~And
with FJobn Hunt through thas Province-—[y;, Vifit
19 the Laftern-fhore of jUar}'/(mdﬁ[?[iJ
Fairfax and Hopewell in Virginia i
a Committee of Fricnds—And , Jecond Time 4
Laftern-fhore of Maryland it Fohn Cadw{r/adcr,
and companion—_rAind his Vifit 19 ]\Tc'w-Eng/aizd in
compaity with Samuel Hopwood i o 7472.

]oarncy 1o

N the Summer following I went with Robert Ind
dan to Weft-river yearly_mecﬁng . Mal’)’l'ind
and we vifited moft of the meetings of fricnés -
that province, and bis company wag Profitably ip.
ftru&ive to me who was but young in the Miniftr .
I think I knew him well, he had , 700d gift of tl)]’é
miniftry, and was highly favoureg in the living
openings of Truth, but was often low in mind and
very humble in fpirit; One time as we were idin
together, he lagged behind for feveral wiles.. I
afked him why he rode fo flow, he made no rc;)]v,
whercupon I ftopt until he came up, his counte-
nance was folid, and look.ed 28 if he had been weep-
ing, I afked what ailed h_lm2 after fome time he told
me, that he had been thmkmg of the great f

> n avours
which man partook of, partic

: ularly in being placed
over the bealts of the field, ang how eafily the

were broke, and made. fubjed ¢4 Lis will, what ;
fmall turn with the bridle would put them to the
right hand or the lth_, and on 3 gentle motion would
amend or flacken their pace, at the will or pleafure
of the rider, and that man, the moft noble and in
telligent creature, fhould fo far negle@ the duty of
a willing fubjection to his Maker, who fo highly
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has favoured him with temporal bleflings, and the
knowledge of heavenly things. I had been at that
meeting about three years before, having had fome
bufinefs to do for a friend of mine on the Laftern-
fhore of Chefopeak, and crofled over the Bay to
the Weftern-fhore, and was at the yearly-meeting,
and being grieved at the conduct of fome of the
elders, whofe age, if they had kept to the Truth
and had been zealous for the honouyr thereof, would
have made them better examples; I fpoke my mind
plainly to them, but not without proper caution

(as I thought) both with refpe&’ to my youth and
their age; but fome feemed a little warmed thereby,

and afked for my certificate, it I had any, I honeft-
ly told them, the principal bufinefs that brought me
from home was temporal, which hav'mg accomo-
dated, 1 thought 1 might attend that meeting with.
. out offence, it I did not mifbehave myfelf. William
Richardfon defired friends to confider what I had
faid, for he believed if they did, they w
ceive the young man had a certificate with
might anfwer for one of a nei
to attend fuch a meeting.

It may not be unfeafonable to relate that in the
year 1736, one night as | lay in bed, my mind wag
uncommonly affeGted with the incomes of Divine
Love and Life, and therein | had a view of the
churches in New-Jerfey, with » clear profpeét that
I thould vifit them, and in that profpe& and the
ftrength of affeion which I then felt, T faid in m
heart it is enough; I will prepare for the ;
foon as I can hear of a {uitable Companion, for I do
not expect that I thall have 5 clearer ﬁgl,lt than I
now have, I foon heard of friend who had a vifit
to New-Jerfey before him, I fpoke to him about;
my concern, he let me know that he knew of 3
companion, and they had agreed upon a time to -
Proceed; after I had mentioned jt to him and fome -

» other

ould per-
him, that
ghbouring province
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othier friends my concern feemed to dic away; but
I remembered the refolution that I took up, and
that I then thought 1 would not look to be bidden j
again, and was fearful {'oplethmg had drawn my mind
from the proper attention to that opening, which
was the reafon it feemed to go off; but the 0
firove to look after it, the duller it grew; I then
forely repented that I had fpoken about it, and
thought it thould be a Warning to me in futuré; for
I began to {ee there was a difference between {ce- |
ing what was to be done, and being bidden to do
the thing thewn, befides this, I had to confidesh
there was a time to bud, a time to bloflom, a time
for fruit to {et. and appear, and a time for j "
npen-. :

And in the forepart of the winter (1738) f
thought it feemed to revive, and when | i g jolm
Hunt a friend from England, I believeq | thouid g6
with him when he went thro’ NCW‘]CI‘ny and %’d)
him what I thought,. at which he rejgio.q b t0

: - . Joiced, for we
were nearly united; o we appointed g time to t
: e mee
at Philadelphia, and when we had fo far concluded;
being about fix weeks beforchand, St} m’_,
as 1 thought, foon withered away, and I)[, b o tc;
be in great fear that I had beep again too f?gan %
therein, but after fome time of htitblg e, o‘r\x.rair{c
on that account, the Lord, whom | o dbffhel (t:hc
Liove witlr which he was pleafed to enrich’myolljl;ayt,
gave me to remember, that when I made the ap:
pointment with my friend, it was ip his fear and’
great: abafement of felf, and a5 had feeq ;leal‘l}’
to make the appointment, it ;

' } | Was my place to getend
in humble reliance on him for ability to perform the
embafly; for the Lord who calleth and fendeth forth’

his own, will alfo provide
them. .

When the time came, 1 fet forward. v
and needy, which continued until we ent

all things convenjent for

er‘y poor
ered. our
{fervices
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fervice; we took a few meetings before our gcneral
fpring mecting; and after attending that, we went
to Woodberry, Piles-grove, Salem, Alloways-creek,
Cohanfie, and fo to Cape-may, and had fome clofe
worlk, but in the main fatisfactory to ourfelves at
lealt; after having feveral meetings at and near the
Capes, we went to Great-Egg-harbour and had a
meeting there, and another at the houfe of our
friend Japhet Leeds, and fo over the Marfhes to
Little-Egg-harbour river, and had two mectings with
friends, in .one of which I ftood up with a large
opening as I thought, but after a fhort introduétion
it clofed up, and I fat down again, which was fome
mortification to me as a man, tho’ very profitable,
being thereby taught to know; that he that would
fpeak as the oracle of God, muft, under the gentle
burden of the word, in humble fear wait for wif-
dom, utterance, and ablility to perform the fervice
to the edification of the church and his own inward
Peace, and not to look after large and {pecious
openings, fomctim.cs‘ defirable to the creaturely
part both in ourfelves and others, which muft fuffer

famine. .
At one of the meetings in thefe parts, coming
very early, a friend belonging thereto invited us to
0 to his houfe not far off, and he would put up
our horfes to hay during the time of the mecting,
faying that we muft go to his houfe to dine; but
1 felt a ftop in my mind, and told him that oug
horfes could ftand very well there until after meet-
ing; it fo fell out that neither of us faid any thing
in the meeting, which neverthelefs was to . us fatis-
fadtory, for we had a fenfe that the people had been
fed with words, and had a hunger thereafter, more
than for the inftruétion of the pure word of Power
and Life nigh in the heart and mouth, that they might
not only hear it but be found doers thereof; after
the meeting no one afked us to dine, but went
G away
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away and left us, and had it not been fo'r the care of
our kind guide that came from the meeting we were
laft at, we fhould have been at a lofs to have got
forward; 1. mention this to fhew how unacceptable
filence is to fuch whofe ears itch aftey words.

From hence we went thro’ the defert to upper
Springfield, where we had a fatis altory meeting,
then taking the mectings Northward to Stony_
brook and Trenton, we returned to Bordentown,
and fo croffed Delawarc. Some of the Meet-
ings were large and very fatisfa&ory under the
owning of truth, the power whereof Wwas in domj.
nion, and the name of the Lord praifed, whe is
worthy forever; and fome were remarkably clofe
and hard, which’ mz:tde me remember 5 faying -of
that experienced minifter and clder John Fothergi]]
that, ‘ When he was ﬁr_ft in thig country, he hqd’
fome extraordinary meetings hereaway, the peo;glc
being induftrious in a natural gz well a5 {piritual
fenfe, fome of whom were now re

Mmoved, anq their
children poflefled the temporal eftates of their fz-

thers, and though their outward habitationg looked
fpacious their meetings for worfh.ip were dull 54
‘heavy, by reafon of a wordly fpririt, ang their jp.
difference about heavenly treafure, One 'meeting
which we were at was rex}larkab]y hard; my com.
panion J. FI. was cxccedmgly_exercifed, under 2
fenfe that the people were too rich, full, ang whole
“in their own eyes, he fat the meeting through
and fuffered in ﬁle-ncc, but I had fomething to fay
very clofe and particular, ang felt a degree of the
ftrength and power of Truth ¢, clear myfelf in 4y,
innocent and loving manner, ang remembering they
were brethren, did not preach myfelf gug of charity
towards them, and {o had Peace. We went home
with an elderly friend, who in a ftern manner afked
me from whence I came, Aan.d faid T wag a ﬁra\gger
to him, I anfwered him with 2 cheeprful bo]dncil"f;
. : (=



or JOHN CHURCHM AN. 43

he afked me what my calling was, I told him huf-
bandry,. he farther queried it I was ufed to fplitting
of wood, I let him know I had practifed it for ma-
ny years, he again atked me, if I knew the mean-
ing of a common faying of thofe who were ufed to
that bufinefs, < Tis foft knocks muft enter hard
blocks;”” I told him I knew it well, but there were
fome old wood that was rather decayed at heart,
and to ftrike with a foft or gentle blow at a wedge
in fuch blecks, would drive it to the head without
renting them and the labour would be loft, when a
few fmart lively firokes would burft them afun-
der; whereupon he laid his hand on my fhoulder,
faying, ¢ Well my lad, I perccive thou art' born
for a warrior, and I commend thee;’”” And thus we
came off better than we expeéted, for I thought he
pointed at my {fervice that day; he was ever after-
ward very loving to me, and I was inwardly thank-
ful that the Lord was near to me, for which I praife

his facred name. To be becomingly bold in the
caufe of Truth, at times is particularly neceflary,
otherwife the weight of the teftimony théreof would

be leflened, and a carping fpirit fet over it.

From Bordentown we went to Plumftead in Bucks-
county, and on a firft day had a pretty good meet-
ing, and to a monthly-meeting at Buckingham,
then to Wrightftown, the Falls, and Middletown,
which mectings were in a good degree fatisfadtory,
the reaches of. the Power of Truth being felt to ex-
tend, for which we were thankful; tho’ in fome.
of them, there 1s tco great a want of faith{ul mem-
bers ta put the difcipline in practice againft thofe
that were diforderly, and thereby brought a re-
proach on the Truth; we then went to Philadel-
phia, and next day to Chefter, from whence I went
home the fame day. v it Sy

In the fall of the year 1740, I had fome draw-
ings in my mind to attend the quartcrlyqnecﬁng at

Shrew(<
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