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Crucifixion
Strange things happened But one thief finally penitent
The day that Jesus died Confessed him king, then, too,
Upon the cross: crowds taunted A guard proclaimed him innocent.
Him while loved ones cried, Stranger, though, for me, for you,
The noonday sun was darkened,  He prayed ‘“‘forgive them . . .
Temple curtain ripped in two. They know not what they do!”

—Arthur O. Roberts



Earl P. Barker

The George Fox Press

comes of age

The concern of Earl and Adelaide
Barker for Friends Sunday school
literature has been instrumental in the
impressive ministry of the George
Fox Press. With the George Fox Press
becoming an agency of the Christian
Education Commission of EFA last
September, a new phase of this ministry
is begun. Dr. Earl Barker of Friendsview
Manor, Newberg, Oregon, is a former
vice-president and professor of Cascade
College. Adelaide Barker also taught

at Cascade College for many years.

An early movement toward united action
by Evangelical Friends may have pres-
aged the important union by which the
Evangelical Friends Alliance came into
being at a later date.

In its session of 1943 the Bible School
Board of Oregon Yearly Meeting with
Adelaide A. Barker, superintendent,
formulated a plan for cooperative action
on the part of the three yearly meetings
(those that were independent) for the
publication of Sunday school helps that
would be evangelical in character and
oriented toward the position of Friends.
This concern was forwarded at once to
the proper personnel in the other two
yearly meetings. In its October sessions of
that year, Kansas Yearly Meeting ap-
proved a recommendation from its Bible
School Board, requesting “full authoriza-
tion to unite with other Yearly Meetings
in exploring the needs, personnel and
possibilities of publishing sound, spiritual
and evangelistic Friends Bible School
literature.” This was the first yearly
meeting action.

In its sessions of June 1944, Oregon
Yearly Meeting received a report from
its Bible School Board in which “the
superintendent presented the tentative
plans for a publication board for Sunday
school material which should be spon-
sored by Oregon Yearly Meeting together
with Kansas and Ohio yearly meetings.”
It was further stated that “there is a
proposition pending for a group of six
members—two from each yearly meet-
ing—to consider a thorough study of
Sunday school literature and the prepara-
tion of suitable material for Sunday
school work. The meeting favored the
proposition and desired that Adelaide
Barker and one other person from this
Yearly Meeting should attend such a
meeting if it can be arranged.” In a later
session Earl Barker was chosen to ac-
company his wife.

Later that same year in its August ses-
sions Ohio Yearly Meeting took similar
action. “The yearly meeting approved the
plan to cooperate with Kansas and Ore-

gon Yearly Meetings in the preparation
and publication of Sunday school litera-
ture.” With the unanimous approval of
all three, the plans went forward. Repre-
sentatives appointed from the three areas
conferred and decided on an exploratory
meeting, to be held at Wichita, Kansas,
later that month. It was on August 30,
1944, at the YMCA building that the
combined group convened for its first
session. Those present were Richard
Wiles and Lee Stevens representing Kan-
sas, Byron Osborne and Robert Mosher
representing Ohio, and Earl and Adelaide
Barker representing Oregon. Richard
Wiles was named chairman and Adelaide
Barker secretary.

A series of recommendations was
adopted as the group conversed at length
on the various aspects of their concern.
They favored a joint publication board of
six members (similar to the group then
meeting) and approved as its name:
Bible School Publication Board of Evan-
gelical Friends. It was thought wise to
perfect a reorganization of the committee
to carry over until such time as a per-
manent organization should become pos-
sible. Lee Stevens was chosen as chair-
man, Richard Wiles as vice-chairman,
and Adelaide Barker secretary-treasurer.

The committee entered into a discus-
sion of a person to serve as editor, with
the feeling that preparation for publica-
tion should go forward without delay.
After some deliberation the name of Earl
Barker was proposed, and he was ap-
pointed to serve in this capacity. He was
to begin immediately the selection of a
staff of writers and contributors. A list
of names of choice individuals was com-
piled, as persons to be approached.

The board did not meet again until
March 1946. In the meantime the yearly
meetings had given approval of the or-
ganization, and publication of lesson
helps had begun. In this session con-
sideration was given to a constitution and
by-laws that had been prepared by Earl

(Continued on page 10)
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Cover

Someone has said, “The Crucifixion of Jesus
Christ set the stage for the greatest event in
history—the Resurrection.” We are indebted to
Photographer Hiroshi Iwaya for capturing the
suffering Christ as depicted by a statue in St.
Paul, Oregon; to Arthur O. Roberts for his
poem, “Crucifixion,” as published in his book,
Move Over, Elijah; and to Stan Putman for
designing our Easter cover.

Antecedents

Easter has always been special to me. I recognize
that the celebration of Christ’'s suffering, death,
and resurrection should be an every Sunday
event or even a daily observance, but the focus-
ing of attention on this special week called Holy
lifts my heart to new heights of praise, and
causes my mind to grasp a fuller measure of
faith.

No doubt the season of the year has a bear-
ing, too. As this is written, new life is bursting
forth in Oregon. Vast expanses of hillside and
valley orchards glow in brilliant white. Leaves
suddenly appear. Birds lift their voices in new
songs. New life is all around us. Praise God
for the beauty of the earth! Praise God for new
life!

While experiencing dark tunnels of anxiety a
little over a year ago-—away from my work and
so often alone with my thoughts—the written
Word of God became my hope and comfort. Of
greatest help were those Scriptures confirming
the living presence of Christ as He was seen by
many witnesses following the empty tomb.

Praise God for new life in Christ. He lives!
And because He lives, we too shall live—begin-
ning now. —H.T.A.

April, 1973
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The Face of the World

CHURCH SIZE, PASTOR’S
BEHAVIOR RELATED,
SURVEY REVEALS

PINEVILLE, LouisiaNA—The size of his
congregation affects the behavior of a
pastor in a measurable way, two profes-
sors at Louisiana College have concluded
here after profiling 473 Southern Baptist
pastors in Louisiana.

Generally, their study showed, as the
size of the church membership increases,
the time the pastor spends on church
administration increases, even though
larger churches employ larger staffs,
which theoretically should release the
pastor to give more attention to other
duties.

Secondly, there is a direct relationship
between the size of the church and the
pastor’s participation in civic activities,
the surveyors observed. As the size of
the church increases, so does the pastor’s
activity in civic affairs.

A third behavioral characteristic dis-
closed that as the size of the church
membership increases, the time spent on
sermon preparation decreases. A fourth
trend was that the number of academic

M
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degrees held by the pastor increases with
the size of church membership. —E.P.

E. STANLEY JONES DEAD AT 89

WasHINGTON, D.C.—FEvangelist E. Stan-
ley Jones, one of this century’s most
noted Christian workers and authors,
died in India on January 25. He was 89
on January 3.

Dr. Jones, a Methodist, spent decades
in India, where he was cremated.

He is a graduate of Asbury Seminary
and went to India first in 1907. —E.P.

INDIANA BILL WOULD
AUTHORIZE INJUNCTIONS
ON ‘BLUE’ FILMS

INpIANAPOLIS—A bill that would permit
citizens to request civil court injunctions
against the showing of pornographic films
has been passed, 45 to 1, by the Indiana
Senate.

If approved by the House, the new law
would permit citizens, prosecuting at-
torneys, and the state attorney general to
seek injunctions againt pornographic
films on the ground that such films are a
“public nuisance.” —E.P.

OREGON BILL ALLOWS MERCY
KILLING WHEN REQUESTED

SALEM, ORrReGON—Physicians in Oregon
may honor the request for mercy Kkilling
if an incurably ill patient requests it, ac-
cording to the terms of new legislation.

The Senate measure also provides for
formal advance request for euthanasia in
the event of a future incurable illness
and entitles a patient suffering a ter-
minal illness to the administration of
whatever quantity of drugs is required to

News of Friends

BIBLE LANDS TOUR

A 22-day Bible Lands Tour is being con-
ducted from June 28 to July 19 by Dr.
John E. Hartley and Dr. Charles S. Ball,
professors of biblical literature at Azusa
Pacific College. The objective is to give
one a greater understanding of the Bible
by a thorough tour of Israel from Dan to
Beersheba.

Round trip fare from Los Angeles will
be $1,339 and from New York City
$1,159. For a free illustrated folder and
further information, please write to
Charles S, Ball, Azusa Pacific College,
Azusa, California 91702. (See ad on
page 15 of March EvanGeLicAL FRIEND.)

keep him free of pain. If he asks, the
patient may also be rendered unconscious
continuously.

Regulations of the bill would be
handled by the State’s Department of
Human Resources.

A person convicted of falsifying a
declaration for euthanasia could be sen-
tenced to life imprisonment. —FE.P,

STUDY SHOWS CATHOLIC
CHURCH NEARLY INSOLVENT

WasHINGTON, D.C.—The Roman Ca-
tholic Church in the U.S. is not rolling
in wealth, as many believe, but is actually
in a financial crisis, according to research.

Author Nino LoBello, a journalist who
wrote Vatican U.S.A. after six months of
research, concluded that the popular be-
lief that American Catholicism is well-
heeled just isn’t so.

On the contrary, many Catholic dio-
ceses today “are on the brink of bank-
ruptcy,” he said.

He said about 90 percent of the
church’s wealth (an estimated $34 bil-
lion) is tied up in buildings, including
18,000 parish churches, 13,000 parochial
schools, 785 hospitals, 410 homes for the
aged, and 240 orphanages.

He cited parochial schools as the
heaviest drain on the coffers. —FE.P.

EVANGELICAL MAGAZINES
FLOURISH WHILE MANY
LIBERAL PAPERS WANE

LA CaNADA, CALIFORNIA—While the cir-
culation trends of their liberal counter-
parts is downward, evangelical periodicals
show increases in their editorial minis-
tries.

Moody Monthly, believed to be the
fastest-growing Christian family magazine
in North America, attained a circulation
of 180,000 with its March issue. Publica-
tions Director Robert Flood said more
than 60,000 new subscribers were added
in the past 12 months—an increase of
more than 50 percent. The March edition
contains 136 pages, largest issue in 72
consecutive years of publishing.

Campus Life in 1972 jumped from
60,000 to 105,000 monthly circulation.
Harold Myra, vice-president of the litera-
ture division of sponsoring Youth for
Christ International, predicted the Feb-
ruary contest drive would add another
35,000 paid subscribers to the magazine.

In June 1971 Christianity Today had
99,000 paid subscribers, ending January
1973 with 185,000. News Editor Ed
Plowman said the staff expected to see
the figure climb to 200,000 in 1973.

The circulation of Decision, magazine
of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation, enjoys the largest circulation of
any Christian magazine in the history of
evangelical publishing—more than five
million. —E.P.
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Editorial

Resurrection opinion poll

Flipping on one’s car radio at night, it
seems most of the stations carry on tele-
phone conversations with listeners. The
more popular ones are those with the
most heated arguments. A popular TV
program called simply Feedback shows
the moderator and an invited guest sitting
in their chairs chatting by phone with
callers. The impression received from
these in-type programs is that no one
wants to listen, everyone wants to talk;
there is no authoritative voice but a
constant stream of opinions. Consensus!
This morning’s paper carried a feature
story on the pros and cons of capital
punishment, but the manner in which it
was discussed was to report the results of
a survey of the public opinion poll
State legislators, one suspects, are more
sensitive to what the majority opinion on
the subject is than to the moral issues
involved.

Two small children were arguing about
whether their puppy was a boy dog or a
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girl dog. Finally, one youngster came up
with a perfect solution to find out—
“Let’s vote on it.” So, certain facts are
not influenced at all by voting.

At this season, religion is in the news.
And the pattern carries over into a kind
of religion by consensus. The din of
voices offering off-the-cuff opinions about
who and what Jesus is, is more deaden-
ing than the crowd calling for His cruci-
fixion. Placing our Lord alongside Bud-
dha, Mohammed . . . Mao, or even B.
F. Skinner, as though one may “take
your pick” or “take them all,” is the
mindless cop-out of the media.

“If Quakers wanted to have a theology
on which we had to agree by consensus,”
asks John A. Sullivan in Friends Journal
(February 1, 1973, p. 71, “Theology,
Quakerism, and the AFSC”), “what in
the world would we produce?”

Does it really matter much what a
“consensus of Quakers” believe about
anything? Will these opinions have any
more bearing on truth than so many
callers on a night show program? Truth
is not determined by majority opinion.
Jesus Christ is incomparable; Christian-
ity is the consequence of what happened

on Calvary, not on what people

thought then or now about
it. “Quakers . . . do
not require of others a
confession of Jesus

Christ as Lord and

Savior to re-

ceive our assistance,” this article con-
tinues. Of course not, no Christian would.
But salvation is not humanitarian assis-
tance. The needs of men are more than
food. “In fact,” Sullivan says, “we hope
that we can help others, adhering to reli-
gious or moral beliefs of their own [italics
mine], to live up to them better and to
suit their actions to their words.”

This sounds kindly and inoffensive
enough until one realizes that if a man
is going in the wrong direction it is no
favor to him to help him go faster .
or more comfortably. If, for some reason,
a ticket agent sells me a reduced-price
fare to New York when I should be in
Los Angeles, his kindness has not helped;
it may be far more costly. It is true that
not everyone who says, “Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of my Father,” but the
kingdom is to be the destination, and
obedience to the Father is the route. The
same Father said of Jesus, “This is my
beloved Son: hear him.”

Jesus is different. He is more than a
“way-shower”; He is the WAY. Jesus is
more than a teacher—He is TRUTH;
more than ideal man—He is the Son of
God. Those who merely admire Him
deny the uniqueness that makes the
Gospel the power of God to salvation.

How can anyone living in a century
that has already seen more wars and ex-
perienced more hatred and brutality, that
drips with more blood than any other
century in the world’s history say that a
crucified Christ hanging on a blood-
stained cross is too brutal and repulsive
for any real significance? FEaster was
never more relevant. With all the fascina-
tion with new penetrations, new struc-
tures and religious realignments, one
finds the poll takers are only fading
echoes of themselves. The question every-
one is really asking is answered with a
fresh baptism with the power of the Holy
Spirit made possible through a resurrect-
ed Lord.

To quote the theme of Key 73, “Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday, and today,
and forever.” —J.L.W.



Charles E. Guscott is professor of
elementary education at Malone
College, Canton, Ohio. He received
his Ph.D. from the University

of Akron. These different poems,
written over a period of 25 years,
indicate, in the author’s words,
“how much of the meaning of
Easter I have been able to
comprehend.”

Sharing my thoughts, concerns, and ex-
periences with other Christians has be-
come a common occurrence in my Spiri-
tual life. These sharing experiences have
sometimes been with small groups but
more frequently on a one-to-one basis.
To attempt communication with so many
Friends at one time is an awesome task
for me.

Somewhere in my educational sojourn
I have been told that making speed read-
ers of my students is not my main pur-
pose. Instead, my goal should be to try
teaching students to write things that are
worth reading slowly. Perhaps that ex-
plains why the significant portions of
this article have not appeared in print
before now. In fact, the lines of poetry I
am sharing with you have been accumu-
lating for about 25 years. Some were
written soon after my conversion experi-
ence while I was serving with the army
medical department in Korea. Some have
been written more recently to share with
a Sunday school class of golden agers.
Some were written at college while 1 was
doing my undergraduate work at Eastern
Nazarene in Massachusetts. So you see
that these are not just fleeting thoughts
about Easter.

The thoughts are not so much an essay
on what Easter means to me as they are
indications of how much of the meaning
of Easter I have been able to compre-
hend. The ideas are cumulative and have
been revisited over the years, sometimes
during my moments of personal anguish
and sometimes when joy could scarcely
be contained. Each time there has been
a reverberation from deep within that
has seemed to convey, in spite of circum-
stances, the existence of a more pervasive
truth.

I have been able to trace in these cap-
tured thoughts and feelings a progressive
awakening along a continuum that earlier
seemed to be a discovery of the power
and potential of faith in the rough but
has advanced to a growing conviction
that costly love rather than faith epito-
mizes the Christian life.

THOUGHTS
O
EASTER

By Charles E. Guscott

In my early encounters with God, faith
took on an elusive quality. I was caught
up in the newness of life He had given,
but I perceived it as a cyclic newness that
nature seemed to teach. Thoughts on
Easter at that time involved my aware-
ness of the beauty of the seasons—the
beauty of coming alive again after win-
ter’s darkness. Perhaps it was Jesus’ ad-
monition to “consider the lilies . . . how
they grow” from Matthew 6:28 that
prompted the following lines:

A
t@ n Consiper How THEY Grow

I love the spring

When from the barren night of winter’s
tomb

There quietly is born new green and
fragrance of new bloom.

I stand trembling

In the presence of this miracle that’s
wrought,

For had I missed the message that spring
taught

I could not sing.

But if a tree

Can shed its signs of life, then life renew,

And if a flower beneath dark earth knows

/ (N .‘
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Nature's message has a great impact
on me today, but there is a cyclic quality
to nature that does not square with the
linear quality of God’s revealed truth.
As a Christian I do not find myself on a
merry-go-round that never arrives at any
point of significance or fulfillment. The
conclusion of seeking is finding. The
result of knocking is that the door is

winter’s through,

i
Let faith take wing!
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opened. Perhaps the most far-reaching
insight I have had about Easter is that
the events of Easter supersede nature—
they break the cycle. When my faith was
cyclic and relied upon the fickleness of
the weather and the uncertainty of the
season to buoy it, the valleys were indeed
deep. Emerging from one of those valleys
1 wrote the following:

Evangelical Friend
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morning.

EAsTER MORNING

The night is somber.

Murky clouds engulf the sky.
Death’s cold voice whispers,
“Soul that sinneth, it must die.
Kneeling to pray,

Seems like folly e’en to try, -
A burdened heart reechoes,

“The soul that sins must die.”

Blind eyes search space,

Trembling heart is anxious for reply,
Heavens of brass bear witness,

“It must die, must die, must die.”

Brave crusading star

Conquers stratum without warning,
And nature now reminds of

Easter morning . . . glorious Easter

God bending near,
Pardoning grace is dawning,
And the Spirit’s voice repeats.

The triumphant, “Easter Morning!”

In the ensuing years I discover that my
attention has turned increasingly from a
preoccupation with the communications
of nature and the taking of my own
spiritual pulse that seemed to accompany
it to repeated reflections on what Jesus
Christ, God’s Son, has done and what
this can mean to me, personally and on
a day-to-day basis. On occasion, a feel-
ing of divinely inspired optimism has
seemed to overtake me and has prompted
these thoughts:

SONNET OF SALVATION

Despised, rejected, it was He
Who must fulfill the plan.

Up the hill called Calvary
Walked the Son of Man.

They crucified and buried Him
And yet He rose again.

Oft for our own mistakes

We feel the sting of chastening rod,
As up the hill of life climb those
Whom God made from the sod.
Though life may cut and crucify,
We shall arise, thank God.

To those who do believe, therefore,
He shall be precious evermore.

Today as 1 organize these thoughts,
Jesus is truly precious to me. But there
is dawning through experiences in Lay
Witness Missions and through a satisfying
and growing fellowship with those within
the church the conviction that the goal is
not optimism either, much as I need to
be optimistic. The goal is new life through
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costly love. I may have been on the
brink of this idea when 1 wrote the fol-
lowing several years ago:

THE LAST SUPPER

With days of fellowship unbroken until
now,

They could not know there would be
thorns upon that brow,

Though much they loved the presence
of that Man,

They grasped not yet the fullness of
redemption’s plan.

He loved them, too. Had He not said,
“Ye are my friends”?

Now He must show—a new life comes
as self-life ends.

This past year I have known moments
of full spiritual life when I have been able
to reach out to others and when that
reaching has cost me something. If T am
not blessed with the new life each day,
it is because I am not willing to lay aside
my own desires and reach out in love
to others.

There is a new Easter thought pene-
trating my consciousness this year, but
I have not written the lines to capture it.
Perhaps you can do it. The new thought
that keeps repeating is lifted from Luke
24:15-16: “Jesus himself drew near . . .
But their eyes were holden . . . .”

Lord Jesus, open my eyes, my heart,
my mind to the meaning of Easter.
Amen. O

Charles Morgan

No gimmicks
in the
Gospel

Because an approach works, not neces-
sarily does this indicate it is right. Even
though the Lord may seem to be blessing
a method we are using, not necessarily
is it right.

Is it right to trick someone into mak-
ing a decision for Christ?

Several years ago I memorized a per-
sonal work method that had been de-
veloped as a sound psychological ap-
proach. The worker was instructed to
use certain words with the proper pauses
and the “just right” emphasis. You
know what? It worked!

But it was all wrong. Why? Because
it violated the dignity of the individual
and the respect to which he is entitled.
I tricked him. He was at the mercy of
a method. I knew it. He didn’t.

Jesus met the physical needs of people
for one reason: He loved them. His
resources enabled Him to express His
love in meeting their needs.

I'm becoming jittery around the in
order that. It helps to get that way when
you live with three outspoken teen-agers
and an increasingly outspoken wife, all
of whom are quite discerning, making it
almost impossible to get away with this
sort of trickery. Have you ever had an
acquaintance who was nice to you but
you had the gnawing suspicion his
graciousness was in order that you would
do what he wanted you to do? Maybe
you were angry when you realized what
was going on.

What is our motive for being nice, or
concerned, or sacrificing? No matter how
honorable our answer may be, even if
we are involved in order that someone
may come to know Christ, it’s tainted!

We become involved with people be-
cause we love them. We are anxious that
they have bread because we love them.
We are anxious that they know our
Savior because we love them. And no
tricks, please. [

Charles Morgan is executive secretary
of the Friends Action Board of
Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends.



"THE HELPING HAND" BY EMILE RENOUF, 1845-1895,

FIT TO QUIT

In a recent issue of the newsletter I send
to our pastors here in the Northwest, I
wrote that I visited several pastors re-
cently who had told me with almost
uncomfortable regularity, “I'm awfully
tired.” I asked those who received my
letter to help bear one another’s burdens
by sending me suggestions on how to
recover from tiredness. I got some won-

In this day of rapid change and a rat
race of activity, Norval Hadley’s
accumulated thoughts from pastors on
the problem of “being tired” and his
suggested solutions are timely. As
superintendent of Northwest Yearly
Meeting, Norval Hadley represents a
position of leadership in which “being
tired” could be too common, but in the
face of such responsibility he is “trying to
do my work with this rest in the Lord.”

By Norval Hadley

derful responses and have compiled the
inspiration of those letters in what I hope
will be a very helpful and uplifting
treatise on tiredness.

First I want to say I don’t think any-
one should be ashamed to admit he is
tired, living in this day at the pace we
do. Dr. Donald Larson, professor of lin-
guistics and anthropology at Bethel Col-
lege, St. Paul, Minnesota, says this is a
common problem in our time. Writing in
the November '72 issue of the Christian
college paper Universitas, he suggests that
one of the reasons people can’t keep up
is because of the increased velocity of
change. It leaves modern man breathless.
“No sooner do his fingers get the feel of
a dial telephone than he is confronted
with the new touch tones.” We are living
in a time when man is “threatened by a
new life of predictability and monotony

. . . For modern man as machine to act
in irregular and unpredictable ways is to
throw the entire system into turmoil.
Hence, the masses dance in meaningless
conformity to the tune of the creative
few.” He says further that our modern
“fantastic ability to produce more than
what we could normally consume has
forced upon us the necessity of consum-
ing far more than common sense would
dictate.” We face a deep craving for
monetary satisfaction and may be actual-
ly destroying our capacity to appreciate
enduring values of life. We have learned
to recycle bottles, but what about people?

Modern man, then, is in danger of
finding easy peace in the life of medioc-
rity—*“mediocrity, born in the struggle
between conformity and creativity . . .
Modern man walks through the art gal-
lery but does not paint, listens to records
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but does not sing, watches television but
does not play.” Spectatorship dominates
our way of life.

If you think this is a problem that
faces only us who are caught in the rat
race of modern America, you'll be in-
terested in part of a letter I received from
Nepal. A missionary there quoted Olan
Hendrick’s book, Management and the
Christian Worker, to cite a situation that
very aptly describes the present condition
of their mission. He writes, “We must
educate people to cope with whatever
changes may occur, and there are only
three things about the future that we are
certain of: (1) It will not be like the
past; (2) It will not be like we think it is
going to be; (3) The rate of change will
be faster than ever before.,” So if you
are tired, there may be some comfort in
knowing you are not alone. You are just
a normal product of our time. You will
have made the first step toward recovery
by recognizing and admitting your prob-
lem. It may be helpful to admit in the
words of Major Ian Thomas that you are
“fit to quit.” Then the way is clear for
you to begin to do something about it.

One suggested solution came from
Marion Clarkson out of his experience at
Lents Friends Church in Portland. He
admitted when he went to Lents that he
had been thinking of laying out a year
or two. He inferred that there was a
time when the whole ministry at Lents
was faced with the question of whether
to get with it or lay the work down.
Then they began to open doors to the
community, to get involved in the real
human needs of the people around them.
They began to minister to the whole
man. Barriers came down between the
church and the community; homes were
open that had never been open before.
Now he is pastor to many people who
don’t attend the church at all, and every
day is exciting. They face each day
wondering what new thing God is going
to do and what miracle He is going to
perform, what new person or family will
find Christ. I would say Lents has faced
the fact that people, communities, and
ministries change and has learned to ad-
just. It has not been easy, and no doubt
there were casualties and mistakes along
the way, but it has led to new life.

Another solution to tiredness is to
learn to praise God. In my newsletter I
suggested that when things close in
around us it may be that one of God’s
patterns leading to light at the other end
of the tunnel is to praise. Since I wrote
this I got a newsletter from my good
friend Bob Strutz, ECNA superintendent
in Montana. He quoted Springs in the
Valley by Mrs. Charles Cowman. “There
is a legend of a man who found the barn
where Satan kept his seeds ready to be
sown in the human heart, and on finding
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the seeds of discouragement more numer-
ous than others, he learned that those
seeds could be made to grow almost any-
where. When Satan was questioned, he
reluctantly admitted that there was one
place he could never get them to thrive.
‘And where is that? asked the man. Satan
replied sadly, ‘In the heart of a grateful
man.”” I'm sure it is quite exhausting to
carry a load of worry and anxiety. But
the Bible says, “Do not fret or have any
anxiety about anything, but in every cir-
cumstance and in everything by prayer
and petition with thanksgiving continue
to make your wants known to God.”
(Philippians 4:6 Amplified Bible) First
Thessalonians 5:18 says “In everything
give thanks; for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus.” (NASB)

In an article entitled “Avoiding Fa-
tigue,” Bill Bright of Campus Crusade
wrote, “I have found that the greatest
deterrent to depression is praise and
thanksgiving to God—even when my
heart does not feel like praising Him.
We are not hypocrites when we praise
God despite the way we feel; we are
simply being obedient to the command
of God.” Often when you are still in
the dark tunnel it takes a great deal of
faith to begin praising God, but by that
act of faith you are acknowledging that
you firmly believe His power is greater
than your problem. Then you can relax
in the knowledge that the Lord will con-
tinue to live His resurrection life in and
through you and ‘that as you trust Him,
He will supply all your needs.

I feel the following from the pen of the
German poet Rainer Maria Rilke have
outstanding verbal eloquence: “Someday
emerging at last from this terrifying
vision, may I burst into jubilant praise
to assenting Angels! May not even one
of the clear-struck keys of the heart fail
to respond through alighting on slack or
doubtful or rending strings! May a new-
found splendour appear in my streaming
face! May inconspicuous weeping flower!
How dear you will be to me then, you
Nights of Affliction! Oh, why did I not,
inconsolable sisters, more bendingly kneel
to receive you, more loosely surrender
myself to your loosened hair? We wasters
of sorrow! How we stare away into sad
endurance beyond them, trying to fore-
see their end! Whereas they are nothing
else than our winter foliage, our sombre
evergreen, one of the seasons of our in-
terior year—not only season—they’re
also place, settlement, camp, soil, dwell-
ing.”

Finally, several items in my mail re-
minded me that the solution to tiredness
is to learn to rest in the Lord. In my
newsletter I quoted my Swiss missionary
friend Heini Germann-Edey, who prayed
for all his colleagues, “Lord, keep them
restfully busy.” I remember also hearing

him say, “It’s not by trying, but by dy-
ing.”

We have all known that the answer
was in trusting the Lord and resting in
His strength. We've known this principle
very well, but we are very much like the
one Robert Girard wrote about in his
book, Brethren Hang Loose, who read
Proverbs 3:5, 6 as follows, “Trust in the
Lord with all thine heart . . . and keep
a plan in the back of your mind in case
that doesn’t work!”

The idea of resting in the Lord began
to be more understandable when I read in
Girard’s book a commentary by Major
Ian Thomas on Matthew 11:28, where
Jesus says, “Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.” We are so inclined to
struggle, claw, fight, strain, and push
against time and circumstances and peo-
ple, bearing the heavy load of our respon-
sibility in the ministry. “If you are dig-
ging a hole,” Major Thomas said, “and
I come and say to you, ‘I'm going to
give you a rest,” what do you expect me
to do? Sing a song? Quote Bible verses
to you? Give you a new shovel?

“No! you will expect me to climb
down into the hole and dig, while you
climb out and rest.

“That is what Jesus means to do for
you, when He says, ‘I will give you rest.’
He expects you to quit, so He can get
down in your hole and do the digging!”
Thomas made the last part of Romans
5:10 really take on new meaning. “For
if, when we were enemies, we were rec-
onciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, being reconciled, we shall
be saved [daily] by his life.” Our salva-
tion then is the life of Jesus—His life in
us. Resting in Him means we are to quit.
We are to depend upon the life of Jesus
working in us. If He doesn’t do it, no-
body should. Our job is simply to make
our bodies available to Him.

I have been trying to do my work
with this kind of rest in the Lord. I have
a lot to learn yet. But I think if we are
vitally related to Jesus through the Holy
Spirit it is safe to say “from now on I'm
not going to move unless You move me.”
This meant quite a change for Girard.
Programs and clever ideas began to lose
their importance. Knowing Christ and
helping others to know Him began to be
the important thing. Preaching changed
from flashy evangelistic sales pitch to
solid food from Bible exposition and
teaching. Organizational patterns chang-
ed, and less people were involved in
church machinery. Believers learned that
they, not the pastor or the evangelism
committee, were chiefly responsible for
winning people to Christ.

The pastors of Girard’s church made a
drastic rule, “Anything in the church pro-
gram that cannot be maintained without
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constant pastoral pressure on people to
be involved should be allowed to die a
sure and natural death.” Two choirs died
within a month. The midweek service
and several committees were lost. Within
18 months the Women’s Missionary So-
ciety was gone. This might not be the
pattern in our churches, but it would be
interesting to see what would happen if
we, like them, made a commitment to
God that if He doesn’t do it the people
were not going to force it to happen over
His head. Soon there came reports from
small groups of Christians meeting in
homes about people finding Christ. Wit-
nessing began to happen spontaneously
across the backyard fence, at the office,
and at school.

Maybe the hardest lesson he had to
learn was to wait. Probably this is the
lesson we all need to learn. Isaiah 40:31
says, “They that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary; and they
shall walk, and not faint.” When Jesus
was just about to leave the men he had
trained for three years, He commissioned
them to make disciples of people every-
where, but first He told them to wait in
Jerusalem until they were endued with
power from on high. They had just seen
Him alive from the dead. They were
convinced He was the Messiah, the Son
of God. They had a fantastic story to
tell. Among them was impetuous, im-
patient Peter. Hot-blooded Simon the
Zealot was there. And those ambitious
sons of thunder, James and John, were
there. Levi, the tax collector, was short-
cut expert if there ever was one. Wait-
ing simply was not their bag. They were
men of action. They had ideas and solu-
tions, but Jesus told them to wait, don’t
try anything—not one testimony or a
sermon, or evangelistic crusade, or a
missionary journey. Wait until you are
filled with the Spirit.

Everett Craven quoted a speaker who
said the reasons some of us are so tired
is because we are trying to live a life for
which we have insufficient resources.
Paul Mills quoted Harold Linsel, who
said the tired soul will find its rest in
communion with God-—communion that
supplies refreshment of spiritual water
and heavenly bread. This response to our
ministry seems to me to be very Quakerly.

Do we dare try it? Are you fit to quit?
Then just quit. Make your body avail-
able to God and let Him get down in the
hole and do the digging for you. Be will-
ing to change from dead, unproductive
patterns; learn to praise God all the way
through the tunnel; and really rest in
the Lord, wait on the Lord. When He
does it instead of you, youwll feel like
your ministry is borne on the wings of
eagles. |
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The George Fox Press

comes of age

Continued

Barker. Suggested changes were incor-
porated and each part adopted as
changed. An important provision of the
constitution was the registered assumed
business name of George Fox Press.
Another was that the editor be called
“general editor” and that he be accorded
ex officio membership on the board.

Procedure moved forward during the
years that followed, with changes in
membership of the board and in its ap-
pointed officers. In 1949, with the
resignation of Earl Barker as general
editor, the publication headquarters was
moved to Wichita, Kansas, and Elaine
(Andrew) Maack became general editor.
She contniued in this capacity for 16
years. In 1965 Weston Cox took over the
editorial responsibility. Presidents of the
board for varying terms were Amos
Henry, Byron Osborne, Earl Barker,
Weston Cox, Owen Glassburn, Jack
Willcuts, Almon White, and Harold An-
trim. For several years a publication
called the C.E. Manual was published;
it was discontinued in 1958. Depart-
mental editors were appointed, and they
served most acceptably. Marjorie Land-
wert has served as children’s editor and
Lela Morrill as adult editor. Harold
Antrim has edited the Junior High and
Senior High Youth.

It was in 1965 that Rocky Mountain
Yearly Meeting approved affiliation with
the board. Thus it became a four-yearly-
meeting operation about the same time
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that EFA was becoming a reality. Anoth-
er important change during these years
was the adoption of the Aldersgate les-
son helps for all ages below the adult;
these helps were first released in 1969.
Publication of the adult helps had been
transferred to Barclay Press at Newberg,
QOregon.

A true departure from original pro-
cedure was made in 1968, when Almon
White resigned as executive director and
Dorothy Barratt, of Oregon, was recom-
mended to succeed him. She was given
the title of Christian Education Con-
sultant; the office of general editor was
not continued. Miss Barratt fulfills those
responsibilities and in addition travels
extensively throughout the four vyearly
meetings holding workshops in various
localities. It was she who raised the
question: How near are we to the time
that the George Fox Press or the Bible
School Publication Board can be com-
bined into the structure of the Evangeli-
cal Friends Alliance? The two groups
met for several years at the same loca-
tions and at convenient times for inter-
change of ideas. It seemed to be a dupli-
cation of effort and expense to carry on
in this manner. There was a duplication
of personnel, also, with the Christian
Education and Publications Commissions
of EFA being interested in the Sunday
school literature from the standpoint of
their own activities.

On October 5, 1972, at a meeting in
Omaha the Christian Education Commis-
sion recommended to the EFA Coor-
dinating Council as follows:

That the Bible School Publication
Board be dissolved as a separate entity.

That the functions of the board be as-
sumed by the commission and its con-
sultant and editors.

That the registered business name,
“George Fox Press,” be used in publish-
ing as previously.

That the editors of the materials be
selected by the consultant and serve
under his (her) direction as editor-in-
chief.

These recommendations are to be pre-
sented to the four yearly meetings in
their 1973 sessions. With unanimous
approval anticipated the entire procedure
will "be geared to this new arrangement,
and it will be a not too mournful fare-
well to an agency that has done much to
cement the minds and hearts of evangeli-
cal Friends across the nation. 1
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The |
Holy Spirit works
through a chain of events

By Freda Farmer

A variety of circumstances involving two families, a church, a
pastor, and missionaries, has influenced two middle-aged Chinese
couples to find Christ and to begin a daily walk with Him.
Missionary Freda Farmer of Taiwan reveals this miraculous
chain of events. In the photo above are the people involved in
this interesting story: (left to right) Pastor Titus Tong, Mr. and
Mprs. Chang, Mrs. Tong, Mr. and Mrs. Shen, and Charles DeVol,
another missionary on Taiwan under the Evangelical Friends

Church—ZEastern Region.

In 1957 Mrs. Shen heard a missionary

speak at the women’s sewing center, and
her heart was greatly moved. At that
time she knew little about the Bible.
Hosea 6:3 didn’t say much to her, but
now she has found that it has great

meaning. In the Chinese it says, “We
must [or it is indispensable that we]
know the lLord”’ The missionary told
how the Lord had protected a certain
Christian woman’s home from a fire. She
was not at home when a fire broke out,
and even though it burned all around, her
home was spared. This influenced Mrs.
Shen to believe that God was real and
powerful.

In the meantime, Mrs. Shen’s daughter
went to the U.S. to study. While she was

getting her education, she also found the

Lord, She constantly encouraged her
parents to seek the Lord. When she re-
turned for a visit, she took them ‘to
church. Yet, the Shens did not continue
to come for one reason or another.
A few years ago Mrs. Shen found that
a factory was on fire near her home. She
remembered her daughter’s admonition
to pray whenever she faced troubles. She
prayed, and her heart was very calm even
though the fire continued for almost two
hours. It came nearer her home. The
walls were so hot she couldn’t stand to
put her hand on them, but not one thing
in her home was ruined. She knew it
was because she prayed. She could only
thank God for His protection and care
over them.
(Continued on next page)




The Shen family and the Chang family
have been friends for years. They had
shared experiences in business, in school,
and in failures. Both men had lost a lot
in business. Mr. Chang had a complete
break at that time. His mind did not
seem to remember anything or under-
stand what was said to him. In the sum-
mer of 1972 the Changs’ daughter re-
turned home for a month after she had
finished her degree in the U.S. She, too,
had become a Christian and was anxious
for her parents to believe. Every day
she read the Bible to her father, but
every day he said that he did not under-
stand what she read. This concern of
Miss Chang greatly moved Mrs. Shen.
She asked Miss Chang to find a church
near their home. None of these folk
knew our Wan Shen 1i folk, but they
found this church. At first they said,
“This place is too hard to find.” Then
they asked Pastor Tong what part of
China he had come from. He replied,
“Peiping.” This changed Mrs. Shen’s
mind quickly. She also was from there,
and she could understand his dialect
without any question.

The first Sunday they came John Bran-
tingham spoke. Mrs. Shen thought his
whole message was just for her. The
next Sunday Pastor Tong’s message
again seemed just for her. Later the
Shens brought Mr. and Mrs. Chang, be-
cause the Changs’ daughter had returned
to the U.S. to teach physics in New
York.

At first Mr. Chang only slept in
church. They were greatly embarrassed,
but Pastor Tong encouraged them to
come. Slowly he seemed to listen to
what was said. He wanted to come. Then
one day he made a comment that the
sermon was very good. This brought real
joy to know he was understanding some.
A few weeks later, as Mrs. Shen started
to buy their bus tickets to return home,
Mr. Chang said she shouldn’t do that
because she had paid the taxi fare when
they returned from a wedding feast some
time before. At the time of the wedding
he didn’t seem to be remembering any-
thing. Mrs. Shen gladly let him buy the
bus tickets because she realized that his
mind was returning to normal.

One time when they were leaving
church, Mr. Chang remarked that a true
Christian must believe with the heart, not
just the head; also a Christian must have
life to be real. The Holy Spirit has
worked in these parents’ hearts, and now
they are following Jesus. It is a real joy
to hear Mrs. Shen pray and to see the
progress in each of their lives. God is
answering the prayers of many folk as
these two couples start on the pilgrim
way. n
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The Dineh

By RoBerT LLUND

The Navajo reservation covers an area of
25,000 square miles, and within this area
lives the largest Indian tribe in North
America. In 1972 the population num-
bered 130,000. With the ever-increasing
number of Indians, it is a struggle to
exist on the unproductive land they have
to call home. More than three times
more people live there than the land can
support. In fact, to the unfamiliar eye,
it looks like a land incapable of support-
ing even a yellow dog! Rough Rock
Friends Mission ministers to the people
in a 500-square-mile area of this desert
land.

An unfamiliar way of life is encroach-
ing on the Navajo people. Twenty years
ago, many of them had not even seen a
white man. When children were ap-
proached to attend Bible school, they
were either too frightened to run away
or too frightened to stay. But now the
Indians are surrounded by the white
man’s ways, and they are eager for school
and education. At first they were shy
and diffident about education, but now
they see it as a way to either retain or
acquire a status in a changing world.

As a result of this desire for schooling,
the government school has grown out of
its facilities, and arrangements have been
made with the Rocky Mountain Yearly
Meeting Mission Board’s executive coun-
cil to rent two rooms of the mission
school to them for the remainder of this
school year. They will have sewing
classes in the schoolroom and cooking
classes in the kitchen.

The Navajo people are the Dineh—
People of the Earth. Radios are quite
common in the hogans now, and from
them they have caught the “cause” of
nationalism as it is expressed by the
Negroes and Chicanos elsewhere. Dineh
is fast becoming “The People”—Dineh
who are entitled to better things and
more opportunities such as the Blacks
and Chicanos crave. There are, of
course, agitators for this purpose the
same as there are among the Blacks and
Chicanos.

Robert Lund of Paonia,
Colorado, chairman of the
Mission Board of Rocky
Mountain Yearly Meeting,
gives us a comprehensive
view of the Navajo people—
the “Dineh,” People of the
Earth—and an up-to-date
report of their Rough Rock
Friends Mission in Arizona.

The Navajos are blessed with both
dignity and happiness. They have charac-
ter, and they have human weaknesses.
They are tenacious, practical. There are
many good Navajo people and some bad
—some dependable and some undepend-
able—some strong, some weak. They
are shrewd, inscrutable, and highly intui-
tive.

Navajo women know women’s lib at
its ultimate. It is a matriarchy, which
means the new groom moves into his
wife’s camp. The women get to do many
different types of work—tend the house-
hold chores, the children, herd the sheep,
and weave the blankets. In winter they
are privileged to stand in snow all day in
their tennis shoes watching the sheep
snatch something to eat from the sparse
growth. During January of this year, the
snow on Black Mountain was too deep
for the sheep to graze. Klizlannie Begay,
a staunch member of our church there
(he being a Christian shares the work),
scooped paths for his sheep so they could
find food to sustain them. In February
the mud defied all four-wheel drive
vehicles, with or without chains. Yet the
women took their sheep to graze, and
they were still in their tennis shoes.

In this era of overpopulation, many
of the men are taking jobs away from
home and off the reservation. The lan-
guage barrier creates difficulty for the
Navajo and white people alike. The
Navajo language is not a “primitive”
form of expression, but is a highly com-
plex form of communication. Like the
Chinese language, Navajo is a tone lan-
guage and the meaning of the word is
distinguished by the pitch of the voice,
whether it be raised or lowered.

The Navajos are governed by their
elected Tribal Council, and it is this
council that grants the Friends Church
the land on which to build our mission
facilities and grants permission to use it
as a base for mission operations. They
say where this grant shall be, how much
area this particular mission may cover
in visitation, and these privileges may be
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revoked at any time. We strive to please
without compromising our goals!

The Navajos personify the elements:
the winds, lightning, thunder, fog, mist,
rain. For centuries the people have led
the outdoor life. One needs only to be
caught in a thunderstorm or in a wash
during a flash flood, or feel the piercing
sand in a windstorm, or endure the
blistering sun on the desert floor to
understand the importance of the ele-
ments to them, both physically and in
their pagan worship. But you should
hear the testimony of the Christians.
Even though one cannot understand the
words, the agony and fear the person
knew before conversion can be felt
through the tone of the voice; then comes
the breakthrough, and the joy they feel
is conveyed.

The Mission Board of the Rocky
Mountain Yearly Meeting is working
toward an indigenous church, but the
progress is slow. The Navajo elders meet
once a month now and make decisions
concerning their local activities and con-
cerns. They still have the guidance of
the missionaries, but in time we hope they
may move on to other fields that “are
white already to harvest.”

Good background reading to do before
you make your visit to the mission field
can be found in The Enduring Navajo
by Laura Gilpin. Some of the back-~
ground information used here is found in
this book. []

Junior camp
for a day

By ANNA NixoN

The leaders, cooks, and helpers.

The Bundelkhand Masihi Mitra Samaj
held “camp for a day” for Christian
children of the Chhatarpur-Nowgong
area in Madhya Pradesh. They boarded
buses at 7:30 a.m. and motored to Jagat
Sagar, a beautiful lake located some 40
miles from Khajuraho on the Jhansi road,
between Chhatarpur and Nowgong.
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Prize winners in the competitions.

Present at the camp were 2 older peo-
ple, 8 young people to act as assistants
and counselors, and 61 children between
the ages of 4-14. The theme for the day
was “Outdoors with Christ.” Everything
was settled and the program underway at
8:45 a.m. as Gabriel Massey led the
opening devotional session. This was fol-
lowed by a “get acquainted” time, when
each child told who he was and where he
had come from. The next thing on the
program was a hike to explore the lake,
fields, and old temples, to identify the
birds, and to chase the monkeys.

At 10:30 the children met for Bible
study on the subject, “Jesus, our Savior.”
This was followed by a time of question
and answer and a period of games.

Giving final instructions to children.

Lunch may have been a little skimpy
on the vegetable curry, since more chil-
dren came than the cooks had antici-
pated. But there was no shortage of puris
(bread), guavas, and lots of fresh drink-
ing water. Everyone donated 50 paise
(about 7 cents) toward the cost of the
food. The churches and many individuals
also gave donations in money or food, so
that the fare was cared for and all other
expenses met with a small balance left
over for next year. Russell and Marjorie
Myers left Rs. 60 for this as they left
India—the Indian currency they still had
on hand and could not take out of the
country.

After lunch the children enjoyed paint-
ing faces on balloons for a skit. How-
ever Scripture and music competitions
had so many entries that there was no
time left to put on the skit. The final
worship service on “Jesus, our Friend,”
was followed by prize distribution and
sweets for all.

Older children made commitments to
Christ. All left camp with the promise
that they would talk to their Friend
(Jesus) and daily read His letters to
them (the Bible).

A happy, tired group boarded the bus
at 4 p.m. I realized then that I hadn’t
heard a single child cry all day long. We
separated, knowing we were all better
friends of one another and that our great
Friend, Jesus, would never leave us.

Marjorie Myers was present in the
Christian Education Committee in Chha-
tarpur the day this children’s camp was
planned. She made many helpful sug-
gestions. The success of the camp is
another tribute to the value of Russell
and Marjorie Myers’ January visit, and to
your faithfulness in praying for them. []

News notes

from
the fields

CABCO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ROBERT KELLUM RESIGNS

Robert Kellum, Friendswood, Texas, has
resigned his position of executive direc-
tor for Central Africa Broadcasting
(CABCO) effective February 8, 1973,
date of the midyear meeting of CABCO
executive board.

Robert will become engineering con-
sultant for CABCO-CORDAC while the
duties of the executive director will be
assumed by Henry Harvey of Wichita,
Kansas. Henry currently serves as presi-
dent of the board.

The Kellum family will remain in
Friendswood, where they expect to enter
private business. Henry Harvey will
divide his working time between Wichita
and Friendswood, where the CABCO
home office is located.

Both Robert Kellum and Henry Har-
vey have been associated with CABCO-
CORDAC since its beginning. CABCO
is the designation assigned to the state-
side organization that works for the sup-
port of Radio CORDAC-an interde-
nominational overseas Christian broad-
casting station in Burundi, Africa.

The new executive director recently
represented the company at the National
Religious Broadcasters convention in
Washington, D.C. During that time he
also visited with the Howard Clayton
family in Linwood, New Jersey. Claytons
will leave for their language study in
Switzerland in Awugust, preparatory to
serving in Radio CORDAC.

Miss Lois Luesing (pronounced Leas-
ing) appeared before the CABCO Execu-
tive Board for her final interview prior
to leaving for language study in Switzer-
land in April. She will also serve with
CORDAC following her schooling. She
recently resigned her position as head
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librarian of Bethel College, South Bend,
Indiana, to prepare for foreign service.

* * *

Evangelists Owen Glassburn and Mr.
Wallace recently visited the Friends in
India. Several responded to their mes-
sage in Chhatarpur. There were ten at
the altar in Nowgong, and since that time
there has been new life in the Sunday
school and a stirring in the hearts of
some of the people of Nowgong.

% * *

Another young doctor who is a keen
Christian has joined the staff of the Chris-
tian Hospital, Chhatarpur, India. Pray
for the doctors: Dr. Mategaonker, medi-
cal superintendent; Dr. S. Jayanand and
his wife, Dr. K. Jayanand; and for Dr.
S. Toppo, just out of medical school.

* * *

Pray for rain in India! They are head-
ed into hot summer months with wells
almost dry in some places and with
famine stalking the land in many places.
They are definitely facing into terrible
shortages of water, power, and the com-
forts of life. There will be untold suffer-
ing if there is not some unseasonable rain.

#* * *

Dr. and Mrs. Everett L. Cattell are
looking forward to teaching one year in
the new China Evangelical Seminary in
Taiwan. They will leave midsummer.
Since Catherine Cattell had been serving
as president of the EFA Women’s Mis-
sionary Union, she has appointed Agnes
Tish of Northwest Yearly Meeting to fill
the remainder of her unexpired term or
serve until such time as the EFA WMU
meets to elect officers.

* * *
Gerry Custer writes from Africa:

“It was so wonderful to have John and
Betty Robinson in Burundi with us re-
cently, to share firsthand missionary ex-
periences and see some of the problems
of our people. We've appreciated their
listening ears and note-taking to be sure
to be able to tell all their experiences cor-
rectly. Thanks so much to those who
made it possible for them to come. I
needed them.

“The Kibimba hospital is still function-
ing. We admitted 216 patients after Dr.
Perry Rawson left until the end of last
year. That doesn’t take into considera-
tion the chronics that come back every
other month. In that length of time I
pulled 25 teeth and set and plastered 3
fractures. We took the third cast off to-
day, and she was all right. Both bones in
her forearm had been broken. She was a
spry elderly lady who was very much an-
noyed by her cast and kept begging me to
take it off, but the time wasnt up until
today. I really wanted two more weeks
on it, but her importunity won out. She
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- had been tearing at the cast until there

were several weak places. This is the
month when they hoe the hardest, and I
hope she wasn’t out this afternoon hoe-
ing, for I don’t think her arm would take
it yet.

“We have recorded 38 suture cases,
removed extra little fingers from 9 babies,
done 1,004 vaccinations and 33 other
procedures like draining abscesses, drain-
ing hydroceles, reducing paraphimoses,
etc.

“Let me reassure you that I have not
grown weary of my work or of the people
or the place. All of it is still precious to
me, and I long to do justice to my work
and to God. I wish to express my love
and appreciation to many who have
written recently and for prayer support
when I have been so needy.”

(Please note: Because of the pressure
and extent of the medical work both at
Kibimba and at Kwisumo and the lack
of missionary and trained African per-
sonnel, much prayer is solicited especially
for nurses Gerry Custer and Ann Fuqua.
Their loads are extremely heavy.) a

Meet

your
missionaries

The year 1974 will mark the 20th year
of missionary service by Paul and Leona
Thornburg to the Kansas Yearly Meeting
field in Burundi, Africa. Since 1954,
when they went to Belgium for study and
preparation, the Thornburgs have been
dedicated workers in answering God’s
call to them.

Paul, a native of Mooresville, Indiana,
has been involved either personally or
professionally in education most of his
life. He studied at Friends Bible
College, Haviland, Kansas, received his
A.B. from George Fox College in
1946 and his M.S. from Emporia State
Teachers College, Emporia, Kansas, in
1953. Paul spent six years as a teacher
here in the United States before he and
his family went to Belgium in 1954. He
spent one year there studying French,

(Continued on page 19)

I went to a funeral once
