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Bruins
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1997-98 Men’s Basketball
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Juwnior Post Jared Gallop

Men’s Basketball Outlook 1997-98

Will this be the season George Fox
men'’s basketball fans have been
waiting for?

Five of the top 13 returning
scorers in the Northwest Conference
will be wearing Bruin uniforms this
season — including two all-confer-
ence big men. Add a solid recruiting
class of talented guards and post
players and 16th-year Head Coach
Mark Vernon will have his deepest
team in years.

But Vernon cautions against high
expectations following a shorthanded
1996-97 season.

“Coming off eight wins last season,
I'd be foolish to say more than *We're

BASKETBALL

improved,” he says. © We'll let our
actions speak for themselves.”

The Bruins will have two seasons
to prove themselves. With no seniors
on the roster, George Fox could have
the same team next season as well.

Juniors form the core of the
squad.

“Our juniors will have to lead us,”
says Vernon. “What we do this year
is dependent on what they do.”

Last year’s team MVP was point
guard Kyle Valentine (Jr., West Linn
HS, Ore.), who's quick hands led the
Northwest Conference in steals. An
honorable mention all-conference
selection, he passed out 5.2 assists
per game and was the NCIC's top

Q =

scoring point guard at 13.5 points a
game.

“If vou consider scoring. assists
and defense. Kvle is one of the best
point guards in the conference. if not
the best.” savs Vernon.

Northwest Conference coaches
already have honored 6-foot-7 Jared
Gallop (Jr.. Roseburg HS. Ore.) and
6-foot-8 Mike Faber (Jr.. Salem
Academy, Ore.) as two of the best
plavers in the league.

Gallop returns after taking 1996-
97 off 1o rest an ailing back. He
earned second-team NCIC honors
after leading the 1995-96 team in
scoring (18.0 ppg) and rebounding
(6.7 rpg). In a game against
Concordia University. he scored 39
points - the third highest total in
Bruin NAILA history.

“Jared is a very gifted offensive
player.” says Vernon. “He's definitely
capable of scoring 20 points a night.
We know he’s going to score. but we
also need him to rebound and
defend.”

Faber was the Bruins' leading
scorer (15.9) and rebounder (7.1
rpg) last season as a post plaver. and
was named second-team all-North-
west Conference. This season.
Vernon plans to occasionally switch
him to the wing position where he
can take advantage of his height to
post up smaller defenders.

On defense. Faber was the top
shot blocker in the NCIC last season.
swatting 2.3 shots a game.

“Because of his shot-blocking
ability, Mike may be the best all-
around defender in the conference.”
says Vernon. “He's unique. because
he can guard a shooting guard or a
center.”

Moving Faber to wing is a luxunr
Vernon can afford thanks to his
other solid post plavers.

Ben Kroon (So.. Wasilla HS.
Alaska) had the best stats of am

freshman in the NCHC Tasivear,
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recording 11.8 points and 6.6 re-
bounds a game. The high-flying 6-6
post averaged more than 10 rebounds
a contest for the first third of the
season. Kroon will earn playing time
in the post and wing positions.

Vernon is high on Andrew
Coleman (Fr., Richland HS, Wash.) - a
6-6, 200-pounder who led his team to
a fourth-place finish in Washington’s
Class 3A tournament - the state’s
largest classification.

“Andrew is as well-rounded a
freshman big-man as I've had in my
program,” he says. “He’s an excellent
passer, great rebounder and a good
shooter. He’s a really great addition
to the front line.”

Vernon will have plenty of veterans
at the wing position .

Coming back from a knee injury
that prematurely ended his sopho-
more season, wing Aaron Newkirk
(Jr., Crater HS, Central Point, Ore.)
averaged 12.3 points a game and is
the Bruins’ best outside shooter. He
hit .380 of his 3-point attempts last
year.

“Aaron is capable of hitting 50
percent,” predicts Vernon.

Also returning are hard working
Tony Dohren (Jr., St. Mary’s HS,
Medford, Ore.) and German big man
Tim Buechsel (So., Immanuel HS,
Reedley, Calif).

A new season has brought an influx
of gifted guards.

“They're all freshmen, but they
have college skills,” says Vernon. *
They will be used in situations where
their specific skills are needed.”

Oregon Class 1A Third-Team All-
State guard Jared Valentine (Fr., West
Linn HS, Ore.) — younger brother of
tecammate Kyle Valentine — was the

MVP of the state
championship game,
leading his team to
the title. He'll find
his way onto the
court often when
defense is needed.
“Jared is as good a
defensive guard as
we've had at George
Fox,” says Vernon.
Solid shooting and
passing skills will buy
Jordan Green (Fr.,
Cashmere HS,
Wash.) playing time.
Green earned all-
state honors while
leading his team to a
Washington Class 1A
runner-up finish.
Vernon says he’s
been pleasantly
surprised by the
offensive capabilities
of Ryan Cruz (Fr.,
Hillsboro HS, Ore.) and Tyler Kuske
(King’s West HS, Silverdale, Wash.).
Cruz proved he could shoot in the
tough Metro League, averaging 12.8
points a game. He also is expected to
be a standout tennis player for George
Fox. Kuske earned Sea-Tac League
MVP and All-State honors after
averaging 23.5 points and 8.0 re-

bounds a game in high school.
€ €
Vernon expects the Bruins will fast
break.
“We'll be a pretty good running ‘

team if we rebound,” he says. “But a ‘

good team has to play both styles.
we'll be good in the half-court offense
- especially with Gallop in the low
post. He gives us a scoring option
every time down.”

Jundor Mike Faber was one
of the Conference’s top
scorers and rebounders

last season

But stopping Gallop won't shut
down the Bruin offense.
One of our strengths is we can

score at every position,” says Vernon.
“"We have five players who averaged
in double figures. We have a little of
e\'erylhing: we have a great
penetrator in Kyle Valentine, good
outside shooting and we can get good
low post scoring from Gallop and
Coleman. We'll take what the defense
will give us.”

Four teams will qualify for the
NCIC playoffs, held Feb 25 and 28.

The region proved how tough it
was at the NAIA Division 11 national
tournament last year - all five North-
west teams won their first-round
games.

GEORGE FOX
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George Fox University Men’s Basketball Roster 1997-98

No. Name Pos. Yr. Exp. Ht. Wt. Hometown (HS/Previous College)

12 VALENTINE, Kyle Point Jr. 2V 5-10 170 West Linn HS/West Linn, Ore.

14  GREEN, Jordan Point Fr. HS 5-11 165 Cashmere HS/Cashmere, Wash.

21  CRUZ, Ryan Wing Fr. HS 6-0 165  Hillsboro HS/Hillsboro. Ore.

22  MORSE, Michael Post So. HS 6-4 200  Willamette HS, Eugene, Ore.

24 VALENTINLE, Jared Wing  Fr. HS 6-0 175  West Linn HS/West Linn, Ore.

30  NEWKIRK, Aaron Wing  Jr. 2V 6-1 185  Crater HS/Central Point, Ore.

32 KUSKE, Tyler Wing Fr. HS 6-1 175 King's West HS/ Silverdale. Wash.

33  GALLOP, Jared Post Jr. 2V 6-7 220  Roseburg HS/Roseburg, Ore.

34 KROON, Ben Post So. 1V 6-6 185  Wasilla HS/Wasilla, Alaska

40 BULECHSEL, Tim Wing  So. 1V 6-4 220 Immanuel HS (Reedley, Calif.)/ Wettenberg. Germany
41 DOHREN, Tony Wing  Jr.  1JC/1V 6-4 205  St. Mary's HS/Medford, Ore./College of the Siskivous
42  FABER, Mike Wing Jr. 2V 6-8 205  Salem Academy/Salem, Ore.

44  COLEMAN, Andrew Post Fr. HS 6-6 200 Richland HS/Richland, Wash

RS MACY, James Point Fr HS 6-0 160  Culver HS, Culver, Ore.

Head Coach: Mark Vernon (16th year)

Assistant Coach: Tom Ketelsen

1997-98 GEORGE FOX MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM

Left to Right: (Front Row) Aaron Newkirk, Jared Valentine, Ryan Cruz, Tyler
Kuske, Kyle Valentine, James Macy, Jordan Green, Head Coach Mark Vernon
(Back Row) Asst. Coach Tom Ketelsen, Andrew Coleman, Kyle Wonderly (no
longer on team), Jared Gallop, Mike Faber, Ben Kroon, Tim Buechsel, Tony

EXPERIENCE CHART

Dohren (not pictured - Michael Morse)

BASKETBALL

- Returning By Class:
Lettermen: Senior:
Tim Buechsel none
Tonv Dohren Junior:
Mike Faber Tonyv Dohren
Jared Gallop Mike Faber
Ben Kroon Jared Gallop
Aaron Newkirk Aaron Newkirk
Kvle Valentine Kyvle Valentine
Sophomore:
Newcomers: Tim Buechsel
Andrew Coleman Ben Kroon
Ryan Cruz Michael Morse
Jordan Green Freshmen:
Michael Morse Andrew Coleman
Tvler Kuske Ryan Cruy
Jared Valentine  Jordan Green

I'vler Kuske
Jared Valenune
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Tim Buechsel

40

Wing, So., 6-4, 220
Wettenberg, Germany

|

o | g,
~ BT

\\ }/ Immanuel HS, reediey, caiit)

GEORGE FOX: Good post defender...Coach calls him the most
improved plaver on team since last season... Solid rebounder-...
Added strength in off-season...1996-97: Came off bench to play
in 15 games.

IMMANUEL HS: Coached by John Thiesen...1995-96: First-
Team All-East Sierra League... Team MVP...Team captain...Most
Inspirational...Averaged 11.6 ppg, 8.5 rpg.

TSV KROFDORF GLEIBERG: Coached by Ralf Neuman...
1994-95: 30.0 ppg... Team advanced to state championships...

Undefeated in league (14-0).

PERSONAL: Born 2-28-78...Son of Heinz and Mary Buechsel...

Biology major.

MARK’S REMARKS: “Tim has really stepped up his game.

He's much improved over last year. Tim can help us defend

bigger and stronger post players.”

Year G

96-97 15 09 0.00 00 0.00

FG FG% 3-Pt. 3-Pt.% FT FT% Rb. Avg. Ast. Pts. Avg.
5/10 500 7 0.5 1 5 0.3

THE TIM BUECHSEL FILE

Sports teams I followed
when I was younger were:
TSV Krofdorf Gletberg

The most memorable
athletic event I participated
in was: Iessenmeisterschaft
Hobbies: Siceping

Most influential person(s) in
my life: Mom and Dad

Person(s) most admired in
my life: Mom and Dad

Best book ever read: Biology
hook

Favorite movie: Wirkoennen
auch Anders

Favorite comic strip: Asterix
und Obelix

If I could play another sport
at George Fox it would be:
Soccer Because: They have
nice jerseys.

Why I came to George Fox:
Because of the Christian
education

Best thing about this year’s
team: The people

If I could change one thing
about college basketball it
would be: Nothing!

Andrew Coleman

44

- Post, Fr., 6-6, 200
w Richland, Wash.
\\ }/\ Richland HS

GEORGE FOX: Gifted offensive rebounder...One of team’s best

passers in half-court offense...Good shooter with 3-point range...

Working on improving strength and defense.

RICHLAND HS: Coached by Phil Neill...1996-97: All-area and
all-Big Nine League selection...Named to Tri-City Herald’s
Dirty Dozen, made up of top-12 local boys and girls high school
players...Averaged 11.0 ppg, 11.0 rpg, 6.8 apg...Shot 58 percent
from field...43 percent on 3-pointers ... T'eam captain...1995-96:
Team captain...1994-95: Team’s most improved

PERSONAL: Born 1-27-79...Son of Douglas and Elisabeth
Coleman...Liberal arts major...Member of Who's Who Among
American High School Students...Member National High School
Honor Society.

MARK’S REMARKS: “Andrew will give us scoring and re-
bounding off the bench. He is a very gifted passer and may be
the most intelligent freshman big man to come into our pro-
gram. Andrew is a winner and plays like one.”

THE ANDREW COLEMAN FILE

Favorite movie: Tommy Boy,
Billy Madison, Happy Gilmore,
Black Sheep, Fletch, Fletch Lives

Sports teams I followed
when I was younger were:
Sonics, Bears, Mariners,
Colts

The most memorable

athletic event I participated
in was: State basketball

Favorite comic strip: Calvin
& Hobbes

Game/opponent most looked
forward to this season:
Lewis & Clark (because of
ranking) Secattle, Linfield,
Whitworth (because of
buddies on the teams)

tournaments

Hobbies: Bird watching with
Jared Valentine

Most influential person(s) in
my life: Parents, high school
coach Phil Neill

Why I came to George Fox:
Education and basketball

Best thing about this year’s
team: Talent

Person(s) most admired in
my life: Parents

GEORGE FOX
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21

Wing, Fr., 6-0, 165
.~ | Hillsboro, Ore.
€M Hinsboro 1S

GEORGE FOX: Tremendous shooter...Coach Vernon says he
may be biggest surprise on team...Understands game
well...Working to improve strength and defense.

HILLSBORO HS: Coached by Dave Nuss...1996-97: All-Metro
League selections... Team MVP...Fourth-leading scorer in league
(13.0 ppg)... Team captain...played guard and off-guard

PERSONAL: Born 5-24-79...Son of Robert and Rhonda
Cruz...Liberal arts major...Earned four letters in tennis and two
in soccer in high school...Expected to play varsity tennis at
George Fox.

MARK’S REMARKS: “Ryan is a gifted offensive player. We
can’t stop him in practice. He is working himself into playing
time this year. His perimeter shooting is comparable to that of
(3-point school record holder) Nick Haij. He is one of the most
pleasant surprises in my 16 years of coaching. He keeps getting
better and better.”

THE RYAN CRUZ FILE

Sports teams I followed
when I was younger were:
Trail Blazers, San Francisco
Giants, Raiders, Mariners
The most memorable
athletic event I participated
in was: Hitting last-minute
shot against Westview High
School

Hobbies: Tennis, Soccer,
Volkswagen bug

Most influential person(s) in
my life: Dad and Mom
Person(s) most admired in
my life: My two brothers

Best book ever read: Bible

Favorite movie: Top Gun,
Hoosiers

BASKETBALL

Favorite comic strip: Calvin
& Hobbes

If I could play another sport
at George Fox it would be:
Bascball Because: It's
America’s favorite pastime.

Game/opponent most looked
forward to this season:

Lewis & Clark

Why I came to George Fox:
Grow spiritually, Christian
atmosphere

Best thing about this year’s
team: Its togetherness

If I could change one thing
about college basketball it
would be: Lower rims so 1
could dunk.

‘Tony Dohren
41

Wing, Jr. 6-4, 205
Medford, Ore.
St. Mary’s HS

GEORGE FOX:...Returning off of knee surgerv...Intelligent
plaver...Good defender and passer...Has improved strength
and perimeter shooting...1996-97: Became starter after becom-
ing eligible at end of fall semester... Three times had season-
high of eight points...Grabbed eight rebounds versus Linfield (2
15/97).

SOUTHERN OREGON STATE COLLEGE: 1995-96: Did not
plav.

COLLEGE OF THE SISKIYOUS: 1994-95: Averaged 1.0 ppg.
1.0 rpg.

ST. MARY’S HS: Coached by Randy Shiply...1993-94: Team
captain...All-Big Fir League first team...MV'P of Gold Beach
Tournament...Averaged 22.0 ppg. 8.0 rpg. 6.0 apg...1992-93:
All-Big Fir League first team... Team won state championship
(25-0).

PERSONAL: Born 7-7-75...Son of Dave and Judy Dohren...

Business and economics major.

MARK’S REMARKS: “Tony started for us last vear and plaved
[ . . g sivee are Rl

very well. This vear his role has changed. He'll give us good

minutes off the bench. His experience from last vear should be

a positive influence on the team.”

Year G

96-97 16 3093 323 310 0.30

613 462 59 3.7 27

FG FGY% 3-Pt. 3-Pt.% FT FT% Rb. Avg. Ast. Pts. Avg.

2769 4.3

THE TONY DOHREN FILE

Sports teams I followed
when I was younger were:
Nebraska Cornhuskers!!
The most memorable
athletic event I participated
in was: High school state
championship game
Hobbies: Golf, tennis

Most influential person(s) in
my life: Parents

Person most admired in my
life: Father

Favorite movie: /letch

If I could play another sport
at George Fox it would be:

Baseball

Game/opponent most looked
forward to this season: Next
game

Why I came to George Fox:
Basketball and Christian
education

Best thing about this year’s
team: Plaver’s different
1)('1\'<>nulilic.\
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Mike Faber
42

Wing, Jr., 6-84, 220

Salem, Ore. Germany

\\\v )l

GEORGE FOX:...Will playv both wing and post positions...Great
shooting touch...Passes well... Seven-foot wingspan...Coach
Vernon calls him hardest working player on team...Team co-
captain...All-conference and All-American potential...1996-97:
Second-Team all-NCIC...Led conference in blocks per game
(2.3)...Blocked seven shots versus Pacific (1/28/97)...Season-high
24 points, 12 rebounds versus Whitworth (2/8/97)...1995-96:
Third-leading shot blocker in NCIC (1.86)... Scored season-high
21 points vs. Linfield College (2/17/96)... Best 3-point and field
goal percentage on team.

SALEM ACADEMY: Coached by Dave Bullis...1994-95: Oregon
Class 2A Player of the Year...All-Tri-River League first team
...Statesman Journal All-Region team...20.9 ppg, 8.2 rpg... Team
finished third in state...Set seven school records: scoring - game
41 points, season 387 points, career 993 points; blocked shots -
game 10, season 117, career 182; free throw percentage - game
11-11 (.100)...1993-94: All-Tri-River League second team...11.4
ppg, 6.5 rpg.

PERSONAL: Born 5-25-77...Son of Leonard and Rena Faber...
Computer science major... Name pronunciation: Fay-ber.

MARK’S REMARKS: “Mike's versatility is his real weapon. He
can take big guvs outside and score over them or go inside and
post up smaller plavers. He is a stopper on defense. Our defense
is built around his shot-blocking ability. As a defensive player, I
would place him in the same category as (All-Americans) Dave
Wilson and Kenny Stone. He can do all the things they did.”

Year G FG FGY% 3-Pt. 3-Pt.% FT FT% Rb. Avg. Ast. Pts. Avg.
95-96 24 59116 .509 I8 39 462 2540  .625 95 4.0 35 161 6.7
96-97 24 1433923 443 45131 344 5167 761 171 7.1 38 382 15.9
Career 48 202139 460 63 170 370 76107 710 266 5.5 73 543 11.3

THE MIKE FABER FILE

Sports teams I followed
when I was younger were:
19ers. Trail Blazers. Spurs

Softball Because: I can’t hit
that little baseball.

Game/opponent most looked

Salem Acaden, eediey, calif:

Jared Gallop
33

Post, Jr., 6-7, 220
Roseburg, Ore.

"&R )/) Roseburg HS

GEORGE FOX: Outstanding low-post scorer...Second-leading
returning scorer in conference...1996-97: Sat out season with back
injury...1995-96: Twice named conference player of week...
Second- Team all-NCIC...Fifth in NCIC in scoring (18.0)...Sev-
enth in NCIC in rebounding...Scored 39 points versus Concordia
(12-1-95), third-highest in George Fox NAIA history...Grabbed
season-high 14 rebounds twice...1994-95: Cascade Conference
Freshman of the Year...Named team’s Most Improved by vote of

teammates and coaches.

ROSEBURG HS: Coached by Mike Pardon...1993-94: USA Today
Honorable Mention selection...McDonald’s All-American...
Oregon 4A all-state second team...Oregon Basketball Congress
International team member...MVDP of 4 State team in Oregon
All-Star Boys Basketball Series...Southern Oregon Conference
Player of the Year...Averaged 20.9 ppg, 8.5 rpg and 3.0 apg...Led
team to 18-6 record, best in more than a decade... Lettered in
football and track...1992-93: First-Team all-Southern Oregon
Conference... Team MVP...Averaged 15.5 ppg, 6 rpg, 2 apg.

PERSONAL: Born 1-10-76...Son of Richard and Rhonda
Russell...Fitness Management major...Sister Joslynn Gallop plays
volleyball for San Jose St. University and was Western Athletic
Conference Freshman of the Year.

MARK’S REMARKS: “Jared has the ability to be one of the
leading scorers in the conference, but we will win if he’s one of the
top rebounders and defenders in the league. His defense has come
a long way since his sophomore season. Jared can score from the
perimeter, but his real strength is his low-post scoring. He will be
our go-to guy this season. What kind of season he has may
determine how good we can be.”

Year G FG FGY% 3-Pt. 3-Pt.% FT FT% Rb. Avg. Ast. Pts. Avg.
94-95 31 129/273 473 1558 259 416Gl 672 036 4.4 31 314 101

95-96 24 163/331 498 16/52 .308 S5 111 766 161 6.7 35 431 18.0
Career 55 294/604 487 31/110 .282 126 172 733 297 5.4 66 745 135

THE JARED GALLOP FILE

The most memorable athletic
event I participated in was:
Golden Rule Shoot Out

Best book ever read: { 'nder-
standing Calewlus. 7th Edidion

Favorite movie: Barb Wire

If I could play another sport
at George Fox it would be:

forward to this season:
Lewis & Clark

Why I came to George Fox:
Christian education

Best thing about this year’s
team: No seniors

If I could change one thing

about college basketball it
would be: More cheerleaders

Sports teams I followed
when I was younger were:
Dallas Cowboys

Hobbies: Lifting weights,
waterskiing, taking naps
Most influential person(s) in
my life: Parents, high school
coach Mike Pardon

Favorite movie: Hoosiers

If I could play another sport
at George Fox it would be:
Vollevball Because: My little
sister is pretty good. so 1
figure 1 could have some
potential.

Why I came to George Fox:
Basketball

GEORGE FOX
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Jordan Green

14

outfield for baseball team.

Point Guard, Fr., 5-

\\, | / Cashmere, Wash.
ﬂ /] Cashmere HS

GEORGE FOX: Very good shooter...C
Working to improve qlucl\nus

11, 165

sood ball handler...

Bright future...Also will play

CASHMERE HS: Coached by Miles Caples...1996-97: Class 1A

All-state...All-Caribou Trail Lcaguc
runner-up finish...Averaged 12.2 ppg, 2

Ilelpc(l team to state
.7 1pg, 5.7 apg... Team

Captain... 1995-96: Second team all-Caribou Trail League...
Averaged 14.3 ppg, 4.0 apg, 3.4 rpg... Team Captain.

PERSONAL: Born 2-7-79...Son of Scott and Marcia Green...
Liberal arts major ...Letlelc(l in football and baseball in high
school...High School National Honor Society member.

MARK'’S REMARKS: “Jordan has tremendous leadership
qualities as a freshman point guard. He understands the game
extremely well. He can really knock down the three. He
definitely will get minutes playing behind Kyle Valentine.”

THE JORDAN GREEN FILE

Sports teams I followed
when I was younger were:
Seahawks, Mariners, Super-
sonics, Huskies

The most memorable
athletic event I participated
in was: State basketball
championships

Hobbies: Video games,

watching Washington ITusky

football

Most influential person in
my life: Dad

Person most admired in my
life: Mom

Best book ever read: Are you
my Mominy?

BASKETBALL

Favorite movie: Tommy Boy

If I could play another sport
at George Fox it would be:
Badminton Because: No
conditioning

Game/opponent most looked
forward to this season:
Whitworth

Best thing about this year’s
team: New uniforms, long
shorts

If I could change one thing
about college basketball it
would be: Keep the uni-
forms

Ben Kroon

24

Wing, So., 6-6, 185
Wasilla, Alaska

M Wasilla HS

GEORGE FOX: Talented rebounder...Best jumper on team...

Good medium-range jump shooter and inside scorer...

Im-

proved strength and one-on-one skills...Sister Joani Kroon plavs

for the George Fox women's team..

.1996-97: Best scoring and

rebounding stats of any freshman in Northwest Conference...
Started all but one game...6.6 rebounding average fifth-best
among George Fox freshmen since 1965.. .Gr abbed team season
high 16 1ebounds versus Western Baptist (12/10/96).. .Scored
season-high 19 points versus Willamette (2/14 97)...Led team in

scoring six times, rebounding nine times.

WASILLA HS: Coached by John Schirack...1995-96:
Class 4A all-state honorable mention..

Conference first team... Team captain..
.8.6 rpg...1994- 95: Alaska Class 4A

_All-Northern Lights Conference
Seumd in state in scoring average

scoring average (22.8 ppg)..
all-state honorable mention.
first team... Team captain..
(21.7)...8.1 rpg.

Kroon...History major..

: Alaska
All-Northern Lights
Second 1n state in

PERSONAL: Born 10-1-77...Son of Larry and Marlene

Graduated 11th in his class...Also

lettered in cross country and track...Sixth in state in triple

jump...Name rhvmes with "phone.”

MARK’S REMARKS: “Ben is coming off the most productive

freshman season of anyv freshman in mv 15 vears.
r and will give us a great minutes as

fine shooter and rebounde

He's a verv

starter or sixth man. Ben puts the team first and will do
anvthing to help the team be successful.”

Year G FG FG% 3-Pt. 3-Pt.% FT FT% Rb. Avg. Ast. Pts. Avg.

96-97 24 117 215.544 01 0.00

THE BEN KROON FILE

Sports teams I followed
when I was younger were:
49ers, Trail Blazers. St.
Louis Cardinals

Hobbies: Hiking. biking,
canoeing, frolicking with
Tim Buechsel

Most influential person in
my life: Dad

Person most admired in my
life: Dad

Best book ever read: 1/e
Ouath

Favorite movie: Bravcheart

48 68 706 158 6.6

0o 982 1.8

Favorite comic strip: Calvin
& Hobbes

If I could play another sport
at George Fox it would be:
Chess Because: It rocks

Game/opponent most looked
forward to this season:

Lewis & Clark

Why I came to George Fox:
To play hasketball at a
Christian school

If I could change one thing
about college basketball it
would be: Raise the mims 1o
11 teet
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Tyler Kuske
32

Wing, Fr., 6-1, 175
Silverdale, Wash.
King’s West HS

GEORGE FOX: Very talented one-on-one player...Good jump
shot and 3-point shooter...Mav have the most potential of any
freshman on team.

KING’S WEST HS: Coached by Rick Waller...1996-97: Wash-
ington Class A All-State...Sea-Tac League MVP...Team Cap-
tain... Averaged 23.4 ppg. 8.8 rpg, 1.8 apg.

PERSONAL: Born 9-19-78...Son of Steve and Dawn Kuske...
Liberal arts major...Earned high school letters in soccer and
golf...Member of high school honor society.

MARK’S REMARKS: “We have trouble stopping Tyler in
practice. The kid can really score. This year will be an adjust-
ment vear for him, coming from a small high school to a very
good college conference. Tyler will get some playing time this
vear, but we really look for him to be an impact player in the
vears to come.”

THE TYLER KUSKE FILE

James Macy

Point Guard, RS-Fr.,
6-0, 160

Culver, Ore.

Culver HS

GEORGE FOX: Will redshirt season...Good college potential...
Good ball handler and passer...Working to improve 3-point
shot.

CULVER HS: Coached by Curt Shelley...1996-97: Oregon Class
1A state all-tournament team...First-Team All-District 3...All-Big
Sky League...20.4 ppg, 4.3 rpg, 4.2 apg...1995-96: First-team
all-District 3... All-Big Sky League...30.3 ppg, 4.0 rpg, 4.3 apg.

PERSONAL: Born 12-2-78...Son of Richard and Terry Macy...
Secondary education major...Second-Team All-State baseball
player in high school.

MARK'’S REMARKS: “James is another one of our intelligent
freshman players. He’s going to use this year to redshirt and
become bigger and stronger and improve his shooting. James is
as good as they come as a person and an absolute delight to
coach.”

THE JAMES MACY FILE

Sports teams I followed
when I was younger were:
Mariners

The most memorable
athletic event I participated
in was: State all-star game
Hobbies: Sports, video
g}]i]lﬁ\, cars

Most influential person in
my life: Father

Person most admired in my
life: FFather

Best book ever read: This
Present Darkness

Favorite movie: Tombstone

Favorite comic strip: Calvin
& Hobbes

If I could play another sport
at George Fox it would be:
Baseball Because: It's fun

Game/opponent most looked
forward to this season:

Lewis & Clark

Why I came to George Fox:
Education

Best thing about this year’s
team: Camaraderie

If I could change one thing
about college basketball it
would be: Nothing

Sports teams I followed
when I was younger were:
Trail Blazers, Bills, Oakland
A's

The most memorable
athletic event I participated
in was: State basketball
tournament

Hobbies: Hunting, baseball,
waterskiing

Most influential person in
my life: Father

Person most admired in my
life: Pete Maravich

Favorite movie: The Iugitive

Favorite comic strip:
Garfield

If I could play another sport
at George Fox it would be:
Baseball Because: I enjoy
playing and it’s fun.

Why I came to George Fox:
To play basketball and
because of the good atmo-
sphere

Best thing about this year’s
team: Evervone hustles and
Is encouraging

GEORGE FOX
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Michael Morse

22

\s,
.

GEORGE FOX: Joined team late...Provides depth at post
position...Very athletic...Jumps well...1996-97: Attended
George Fox, but did not play on varsity team.

Post, So., 6-4, 200
Eugene, Ore.
Willamette HS

WILLAMETTE HS: Coached by Barry Bokn...1995-1996:
Team captain and MVP...Honorable Mention All-Midwestern
League...Averaged 11.8 ppg and 6 rpg

PERSONAL: Born 4-7-78...Son of Gary and Lori Morse...

Liberal arts major

MARK'’S REMARKS: “Mike works very hard in practice and
plays with real intensity on the floor. His main role this year will
be to make us a better team in practice. He makes the starters

work hard.”

THE MICHAEL MORSE FILE

Sports teams I followed
when I was younger were:
Oregon State Beavers

The most memorable
athletic event I participated
in was: 1996 Midwestern
League track meet

Hobbies: IHunting, fishing,
skiing

Most influential person in
my life: My Grandfather
Person most admired in my
life: Chuck Martin (coach)
Best book ever read: The
Hatchei by Gary Vaulsen

Favorite movie: Top Gun,
The Pistol

BASKETBALL

Favorite comic strip: Dennis
the Menace

If I could play another sport
at George Fox it would be:
Track Because: I ran in high
school

Game/opponent most looked

forward to this season: All of

them

Why I came to George Fox:
The people and the educa-
tion

Best thing about this year’s
team: We are a close team

If I could change one thing
about college basketball, it
would be: Nothing

9

Aaron Newkirk
30

Wing, Jr., 6-1, 185
N Central Point, Ore.
n\\ M Crater HS

GEORGE FOX: Starting wing...Good shooter...One of team’s
best defenders...Intelligent plaver...Only married plaver on
team...1996-97: Scored team season-high 26 points versus
Albertson (12/13/96), hitting five 3-pointers...Named all-
tournament at Golden Rule Shoot Out...Team’s third-leading
scorer until knee injury ended his season after 15 games...1995-
96: Scored season-high 5 points twice...Season-high 5 rebounds
versus Pacific University (12-19)...Averaged seven minutes a
game... 1994-95: Redshirted season.

CRATER HS: Coached by Craig Siebenlist...1993-94: Oregon

1A All-State honorable mention...Southern Oregon Conference
first team...Averaged 18.4 ppg and 7.4 zlpg...1992-93: Southern
Oregon Conference second team...Averaged 15.9 ppg. 3.6 apg.

PERSONAL: Born 12-51-75...Son of Steve and Linda Newkirk
...History major...Last summer married Heidi Rueck, former
All-American point guard for George Fox women's team.

MARK’S REMARKS: “Aaron had a good sophomore season and
I expect bigger and better things from him as ;1\junim:. He is a
hard worker who takes pride in his defense. Aaron will start at
off-guard and has the potential to get 20 points on any given

gua
night.”

Year G FG FG% 3-Pt. 3-Pt.% FT FT% Rb. Avg. Ast. Pts. Avg.
9596 21 894 333 15 200 512 417 29 141422 10
96-97 15 56144 .389 3079 .380 4255 764 37 2.5 :-H» l.\% I_’_)
Career 36 64168 .380 3184 .369 47 67 .701 66 1.8 50 206 5.72

THE AARON NEWKIRK FILE
hand

Speorts teams I followed Favorite movie: Dumb and

when I was younger were: Dumber
Portland Trail Blazers Favorite comic strip:
The most memorable Garfield

athletic event I participated
in was: Last season’s game at

Linfield

If I could play another sport
at George Fox it would be:
Croquet Because: I'm good
Hobbies: Keeping my wife
happy, water jogging with
Kvle Valentine

Game/opponent most looked
forward to this season:
Linfield

Most influential person in
my life: Mom

Why I came to George Fox:
Christ-centered universiny
Person most admired in my
life: Dad

Best book ever read: K«ffir
Boy

Best thing about this year’s
team: Fyervone will be back
next vear
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Jared Valentine

24

Wing, Fr., 6-0, 175
A West Linn, Ore.
( B! West Linn HS

GEORGE FOX: Tremendous defender on and off the ball...
Team leader even as a freshman...Excellent passer... Sixth West
Linn HS grad to join George Fox squad since 1989... Younger
brother of teammate Kyle Valentine.

WEST LINN HS: Coached by father, Bart Valentine...1996-97:
Oregon Class 4A state championship game MVP.. All-State
Third-Team selection...Team MVP of state championship
team...First-Team All-Three Rivers League...Team Best Defen-
sive Player award...Averaged 7.0 ppg, 7.3 apg, 3.0 rpg...1995-
96: Second-Team All-Three Rivers League...Averaged 13.0 PpPg.

5.5 apg. 3.0 rpg.

PERSONAL: Born 11-10-78...Son of Bart and Beccy
Valentine...Liberal arts major...High school valedictorian...
Selected to Who's Who Among American High School
Students...High school letterwinner in tennis and track.

MARK’S REMARKS: “Jared is as intelligent a player as I've
coached. He does so many good things on the floor, I can’t
keep him out of the line-up. He will guard our opponent’s best
perimeter player. He is a winner. He really understands what
it takes to win a ball game.”

THE JARED VALENTINE FILE

Sports teams I followed Favorite comic strip: Far
when I was younger were: Side

Dolphins If I could play another sport

at George Fox it would be:
Football

The most memorable
athietic event I participated
in was: Basketball state
championship game my
senior vear of high school

Game/opponent most looked
forward to this season:
Willamette

Hobbies: Bird watching with

y Why I came to George Fox:
Andrew Coleman

Wanted to play basketball
Most influential person(s) in with my brother
my life: My parents Best thing about this year’s
Person(s) most admired in team: A team full of good
my life: My parents guys

Best book ever read: Meire
Christianity

If I could change one thing
about college basketball it

Favorite movie: Dead Poets would be: Six fouls

Sociely

Kyle Valentine
12

Point Guard, Jr., 5-10, 170
West Linn, Ore.
West Linn HS

GEORGE FOX: Team co-captain.....Quickest plaver on team...
Sound ball-handler...Great defender with quick hands....Older
brother of teammate Jared Valentine...1996-97: Team MVPD...
All-NCIC honorable mention...Led conference in steals (2.6 per
game)...Scored team season-high 26 points versus Pacific (1/28/
97)...Passed out team season-high 11 assists versus Western
Baptist (12/10/96)...Made team season-high seven steals versus
Pacitic (2/11/97)...1995-96: Scored season-high 18 points versus
PLU (Feb. 12)...Season-high 11 assists versus Concordia (Jan.
23)...1994-95: Redshirted season.

WEST LINN HS: Coached by father Bart Valentine...1993-94:
Oregon Fellowship of Christian Athletes Athlete of the Year
finalist...Averaged 11.0 ppg, 7.5 apg and 4.3 spg.

— NS

PERSONAL: Born 5-5-76...Son of Bart and Becky Valentine...
Business/management major...Father has been friends with
Mark Vernon since they attended college together in Seattle
area 20 years ago.

MARK’S REMARKS: “Kyle is our team leader and captain.

He's our MVP in many areas. He can put extreme pressure on
the ball and will create many turnovers. He’s a real triple threat
on offense, but his real gift is his ability to penetrate and make
solid plays at the basket. Kyle makes everyone on the team
better. I believe he has all-conference potential.”

Year G FG FG% 3-Pt. 3-Pt.% FT FTY% Rb. Avg. Ast. Pts. Avg.
95-96 24 47/110 427 15/45 .333 69/90 767 47 2.0 74178 74

96-97 24 103/285 .361 23/77 299 95/148 642 87 3.6 124 324 135
Career 48 150/395 .380 38/122 311  165/238.693 134 2.8 198 502 10.4

THE KYLE VALENTINE FILE

Croquet Because: I'm better
than Aaron.

The most memorable
athletic event I participated
in was: Homecoming against

o : Game/opponent most looked
Linfield, 1996.

forward to this season:
Hobbies: Water jogging with Willamette

Aaron Newkirk Why I came to George Fox:

To receive a good education
in a Christian environment

Most influential person in
my life: Bart Valentine - my

high school coach and father Best thing about this year’s

team: We will all be back
next vear.

Person(s) most admired in
my life: My parents

Best book ever read: See You
at the Top

If I could change one thing
about college basketball it
would be: Lower the hoops

If I could play another sport )
to 8 feet

at George Fox it would be:

GEORGE FOX
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MARK VERNON
enters his 16th
season directing the
George Fox men’s
basketball team.

It is a tenure that
has produced the
most coaching wins
in team history. His
teams have ranked as
high as No. 2 in the national NALA
Division I1 poll and have made two trips
to NAIA national tournaments in the
'90s. Six of the seven 20-win seasons in
George Fox history have come under his

& )

guidance.

Vernon became one of the nation’s
youngest coaches to surpass the 250-
career win milestone, eclipsing it at the
age of 40. His 15-year record is 282-180.
His career winning percentage has been
ranked as high as fifth among active
Division I1 coaches.

Vernon's teams have produced two
NBA draft picks, four NAIA All-Ameri-
cans and one NAIA All-American
Scholar-Athlete.

His efforts have not gone unnoticed.
In 1985 he was the voungest coach in
NAIA District 2 when he was named
men's basketball district Coach of the
Year for the first time. In 1987 and 1991
he received the same honor. He was
named National Christian College
Athletic Association National Coach of
the Year in 1987.

Vernon, 44, has his entire collegiate
coaching career at George Fox, but the
tie with the Bruins is longer. He came in
1975 as a student and basketball plaver,
transferring from Seattle’s Highline
Community College, where he received
both Best Defense and Hustle awards.
While at West Seattle High School, he
was named Outstanding Athlete of the
Year as a senior.

As a George Fox guard, he established
what was then the Bruins' highest career
assist average (3.9). He was named Most
Inspirational Player by his teammates his
senior vear, a vear the Bruins were 20-9.
In his two vears ina George Fox uni-
form, the Bruins were 39-17.

A 1977 graduate, Vernon was named
George Fox's Outstanding Physical
Education Major and Outstanding

BASKETBALL

Young Person in Teacher Education. He
remained with Bruin basketball as an
assistant for three years (1977-78, "79-80
and "81-82) while working toward a 1982
master’s degree in phvsical education at
Linfield College.

In the fall of 1981, he joined the
George Fox physical education faculty as
volleyball coach and women's tennis
coach. Vernon currently teaches physical
education classes in addition to his
coaching.

He became head coach in 1982 after a
nationwide search that began with 70 names.
Vernon and his wife, Denise, were
married in 1981 and have three sons:

Brett, 6; Brady 4: and Barry, 2.

GEORGE FOX COACHING RECORDS

Season Coach Win /Loss %

1965-66 Terry Haskell 9-19 321
1966-67 Terry Haskell 7-18 .240
1967-68 Terry Haskell 6-20 231
1968-69 Dave Berg 4-22 154
1969-70 Dave Berg 3-23 115
1970-71 Lorin Miller 15-13 533
1971-72 Lorin Miller 13-12 520
1972-73 Lorin Miller 16-15 516
1973-74 Lorin Miller 19-11 633
1974-75 Lorin Miller 17-13 .567
1975-76 Lorin Miller 19-8 704
1976-77 Sam Willard 20-9 .690
1977-78 Sam Willard 15-14 517
1978-79 Sam Willard 9-20 310
1979-80 Sam Willard 18-12 .600
1980-81 Sam Willard 15-13 .536
1981-82 Sam Willard 12-21 .364
1982-83 Mark Vernon 15-16 484
1983-84 Mark Vernon 17-12 .586
1984-85 Mark Vernon 27-7 794
1985-86 Mark Vernon 21-10 677
1986-87 Mark Vernon 27-6 818
1987-88 Mark Vernon 17-16 515
1988-89 Mark Vernon 19-12 613
1989-90 Mark Vernon 29-5 .853
1990-91 Mark Vernon 24-6 .800
1991-92 Mark Vernon 24-11 .686
1992-93 Mark Vernon 14-15 483
1993-94 Mark Vernon 17-16 515
1994-95 Mark Vernon 12-19 387
1995-96 Mark Vernon 11-13 458
1996-97 Mark Vernon 8-16 .333

Coach Yrs. %
Terry Haskell 1965-68 278
Dave Berg 1968-70 f 129
Lorin Miller 1970-76 99-72 579
Sam Willard 1976-82 89-89 .500
Mark Vernon 1982-96 282-180 .610
11

Q & A WITH MARK VERNON

Q. Your teams average nearly 19 wins a
season, are playoff regulars, and your
career record at George Fox is 282-180.
What reasons can you give for that kind
of success?

Mark: "I believe we have had talented
plavers over the vears. But mavbe just as
important as talent, we have had plavers
with character and heart. I have been
fortunate to have coached verv good
plavers as well as very good people.”

Q. Describe your coaching philosophies.
How do you coach your teams to play?
Mark: “First and foremost. we want our
a team—with team

team to be just that
goals placed well above any personal
goals plavers may have. We want to play
hard, smart and together every time we
step on the floor. I really believe the
game is for the players and the fans. and so
I believe in plaving an up-tempo game that
is enjovable for evervone. Winning is fun
no matter what. but winning and putting
a lot of points on the board is even more fun.”

Q. What do you enjoy most about
coaching?

Mark: "I enjov mv plavers the most. The
evervday interaction that goes on be-
tween 11i§‘ plavers and myself makes m
job fun. T also like the camaraderie with

my fellow coaches. We compete hard

against each other during the season bAm
are friends otherwise. I would be remiss
if 1 didn't mention I love the competition.
Anvone who knows me knows I compete
at é\'el'\‘[hing I do. I have the best job in
the world. I really can’t think of anvthing
else T would like to do and still get paid.”

Q. You are entering your 16th year as
George Fox head coach. What is it about
the University that has kept you here all
these years?

Mark: "I believe in the values and
Christian education that students receive
at George Fox. I beliex ed in the Univer-
sity enough to come as a student-athlete.
and 1 still believe it alter 15 vears of
coaching. George Fox stands up for s
convictions, and I like being assoctated
with a college that has integriny and a

Christ-centered foundanon.”




TOM KETELSEN
returns to George
Fox for his third year
as assistant coach.
Ketelsen played
center for George
Fox from 1983-85.
He came from
Grants Pass High School, where he
was an Honorable Mention All-State
selection. He transferred to play his
junior and senior years at Western
Baptist College and won National
Christian College Athletic Association
All-American and First-Team NAIA
District 2 honors. He returned to
George Fox to earn an interdiscipli-
nary degree in 1994 and a master of
arts in teaching in 1995.

He played with Meadowlark
Lemon’s Shooting Stars in 1988-90.
Ketelsen now is a substitute teacher
in the West Linn School District and
is a partner with Quick Handle
Basketball Camps in Seattle and
Portland.

He and his wife, Teresa, a 1986
George Fox graduate, live in

Newberg. Thev have two children:
five-year-old daughter Jordin, and
two-year-old son Cade.

CRAIG TAYLOR is
in his tenth vear as
George Fox Univer-
sity Athletic Director,
but he has been
associated with the

Bruins for 24 years
as plaver, coach and
professor.

Taylor, 46, came to George Fox in
1971 as a junior forward for the
men'’s basketball team. In 1972-73,
he helped the Bruins to ther first-
ever NATA District 2 ttle.

Taylor graduated from George
Fox in 1974, named both OQutstand-
ing Man in Teacher Education and
Outstanding Physical Education
Major. He received a Master of
Science degree in education from
Linfield College in 1975. While
enrolled in graduate courses, he was
a George Fox residence hall director.

From 1976 through 1979, Taylor
was the Bruin baseball coach while
also serving as assistant basketball
coach. He worked at a sporting
goods retailing firm from 1979-81.

The A.D. was the coach of the
women’s basketball team from 1981-
93, producing a 162-155 record. Ile
also coached George Fox softball
from 1981-88 and again in 1990. His
teams compiled a 77-99-1 record,
and in 1985 he was named NAIA
District 2 Coach of the Year.

At George Fox, the athletic
director is responsible for athletic
department functions, including
eligibility and compliance with
George Fox, conference, NAIA and
NCAA regulations, budgeting, and
departiment and sports center
management.

Taylor has three children: Leah,
23, Bree, 18, and Casey, 8.

Taylor and his wife, Kathy, live in
McMinnville.

HAL ADRIAN
became Associate
Director of Athletics
at George Fox in
1994. In that posi-
tion, he is responsible
for the Bruin Club
and general fund
raising, as well as special projects
including the George Fox Sports
Hall of Fame and sports banquet.

A 1956 graduate of Lewis & Clark
College, Adrian taught and coached

in the Beaverton School District until
1961 when he joined North Pacific
Insurance. In 1994, he retired as
Vice President of Human Resources.
For more than 40 years he has been
involved in church music leadership,
chairing the 1992 Billy Graham
Crusade music committee. Adrian
also has been active in United Way
leadership.

He and his wife Audrey have three
sons: Jay, Greg, and Dave, who
currently is George Fox’s Associate
Vice President for Development of
Major Gifts.

ROB FELTON is in
his sixth year as
Sports Information
Director for George
Fox's 13 athletic
teams. A 1992
George Fox graduate
with a degree in
communication arts, Felton was a
sports information student assistant
for three years.

The George Fox Sports Informa-
tion Office has produced 35 national
award-winning publications in the
last 16 years.

Felton, 27, also has additional
responsibilities as Assistant Director
of Public Information.

In 1997, he received a “Rising
Star” award in the field of communi-
cations from the Council for Ad-

vancement and Support of Education
(CASE) District VIII.

A magna cum laude graduate, he
was named Outstanding Student in
Communication Arts and to "Who's
Who Among Students in American
Colleges and Universities.”
sports editor for the student newspa-
per, The Crescent, for two years and

Ile was

editor as a sophomore.

GEORGE FOX
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George I'ox’s No. 1 fan Mike Wirta and
his DeLorean

MIKE WIRTA is in
his 27th year as

_ George Fox basket-

A\ A ball statistician.
Called “Biggs” by his
friends, Wirta is a

1974 George Fox
graduate and one of the most loyal
Bruin fans. At the end of the 1996-97
season, he had kept stats for 346
straight George Fox men’s basketball
contests and 338 i a row at home.
The last home game he missed was in
1972. A member of the University’s
plant services staff, Wirta, 48, has the
upkeep of the sports center as his
major responsibility. He devotes
many volunteer hours to compiling
statistics and records for the players
and teams recorded in this book.

In 1988 the University’s alumni
association named Wirta its Volun-
teer ol the Year, just the second
person to receive the designation. In
1994 he received an NAIA District 2
Meritorious Service Award.

BASKETBALL

DALE ISAAK joined
the George Fox staff
in 1995 as head
trainer and assistant
professor in the

2 £ Health and Human

Performance Depart-
ment. He previously was the head
athletic trainer for Hopkins High
School in Minnetonka, Minn., and
athletic trainer for the Institute for
Athletic Medicine in Minneapolis.
Isaak is a 1990 graduate of
Willamette University. He holds a
Master of Science degree in physical
education/athletic training from
Indiana State University and a
Master of Education degree in
physical education from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. He and his wife,
Marin, live in Wilsonville.

BYRON SHENK
serves as George
Fox’s assistant
trainer, but that's just

one of the many

duties he’s handled
since coming to the
University in 1990. He serves as
chairperson of the Department of
Health and Human Performance,
where he also teaches as associate
professor. Shenk also has coached
George Fox’s seven-year-old varsity
women’s soccer team from infancy.

In 1992 he was named NAIA
District 2 Coach of the Year.

The same year, he earned a
national meritorious service award<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>