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INTRODUCTION



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION TO THE PROBLEM

Hardly a week passes in most communities surrounding a major
metropolitan center that a new family does not move into town. No
longer does the cleric or lay worker need to look to distant fields for
those who are not being challenged by the Gospel; As they came into
the new community, they brought in addition to their household goods,
their former church attitudes. They were Baptists, Congregationalists,
Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Nazarenes, Penticostals, and
Presbyterians. When they moved into the community served by the
Evangelical United Brethren Church, they became the responsibility
of the local church in that community.

Can people from such varied backgrounds be brought into a
local church and work together harmoniously? What can be done to
help these people from such differing religious environments become
part of and:contribute to a smoothly operating church? Some of
them have served a probationary period in their former church
before they were accepted for membership. Others were accepted
for membership on the basis of their ‘‘conversion’’. In addition
there are some who had completed differing length courses of study

in all the phases of the beliefs and practices of their church.
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The problem of this study was to discover adequate means for
adult membership preparation prior to admission to the Evangelical

United Brethren Church, and on the basis of research findings to
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propose a suitable program for such training. The attempt was made
to answer the question, ‘‘What type of training experiences should be
provided to orient those coming from differing backgrounds, into the

Evangelical United Brethren Church?”’
JUSTIFICATION OF THE STUDY

In view of the high mobility of people it became necessary to
examine the present status of membership preparation to determine
whether it was adequate to inform those who desired to come into the
Evangelical United Brethren Chur(;h.r Population prediction indicate
the Pacific Area of this denomination should have a 22% increase
in population by the year 1970. Not only does the Western third
of the Church face a high mobility, but every part of America will
experience similar movement of people.

A second aspect of the problem is the artificial division of
thought which made membership preparation either an emotional

conversion, or an intellectual understanding of doctrine.
LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

This study was limited to an inquiry into the factors which have

determined the present program, those factors which should be included

in any proposed program, and what is being done in the Evangelical

United Brethren Church as well as some denominations which have

1
‘*Age of the Pacific,’’ Newsweek, December 21, 1959, vol. LIV,
no. 25, Po 44"‘4‘7.



developed material in this field, and the proposal of a program

utilizing available sources.
DEFINITION OF TERMS USED:

For the purpose of this study certain terms are defined as
follows:

Applicant. The program and material which were under consider-
ation are designed to be put into operation with those who were seeking
to unite as members with a specific Church. The words, applicant,
prospective member, prospect: were used as synonymous referring to
this person seeking admission into the Church.

Catechism. Many terms which have been in use for a period
of time acquire either dual meanings or two separate meanings.
Catechism is one of these terms. Within this study it is used in
reference to a formal method on instruction viewed by some as of little
value in bringing a needy soul to the Saviour. Later it is properly

defined as oral instruction.

Catechetical Class. Catechetical classes were those that followed

the more traditional lines of question and answer. These were normally
found in the mores«liturgical church. When the presentation used in
the material was such that the definition used here was not in
harmony, the term was placed in quotes. The only exception was
in the use of the title under which it was published.
Church. For the purpose of this study when the word Church
was used without the name of a particular denomination it referred to

the Evangelical United Brethren Church. In the sections where it was
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necessary to avoid the repetition of the name of another denomination
the word church was used without the first letter capitalized. When
the word ‘‘church’ stands without a context it refers to the church

universal.

Churchmanship, Churchmanship was used to refer to instruction,

classes, experiences, and curriculum designed to further prepare
those who were already in a position of fill membership, to more fully

understand the belief or enter more fully into the life of the church.

Conversion.

**Conversion involves decision, choice, surrender, faith,
but also the workings of the grace of God. This new birth is
*not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor the will of man,
but of God.” Salvation is by grace through faith..........The
redemptive activity of God in the life is the fundamental fact
ofieeeece.cOonversioneeeseso.decision is involved in conversion,
but conversion is more than decision.”’

When this term is qualified by another word e.g., emotional,
intellectuad, the emphasis is upon this aspect to the exclusion of the
work of the Holy Spirit in the person’s life.

Membership classes. Membership classes differ from the

program in that the classes meet only as long as needed, usually
these are of far shorter duration than the program and consist

pPrimarily of instruction by the pastor.

Membership curriculum. Membership curriculum refers to

the body of subject matter considered to be essential for inclusion
in any of the methods of preparation prior to reception as a member,

when applicable to those moving from limited to full membership.

1The Board of Bishops, What Constitutes a Convert, p. passim.




Membership preparation. Membership preparation is used as

a cover term to include all the various methods of making ready for
reception into the membership relation. Where all connected with
the church are viewed as members or where a partial or limited
membership exists the steps necessary for reception into full mem-
bership are included as part of membership preparation.

Membership training experience. Membership training exper -

iences refer to the type of preparation where the applicant not only is
made familiar with the belief and organization through instruction, but
a sizeable part of the preparation is done through an experience the
person enters into.

Membership training program. The variation of training

programs require that the various programs be labeled for clear
identification. Membership training program refers to those
programs where an established content and number of clesses are

required of every applicant.
ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE THESIS

The first two-thirds of the study was given to the first half of
the problem; that of the survey of the materials available and their
development. The fifth chapter presented the proposed solution to
the other part of the problem. Chapter Two was a historical study
to determine those influences which have effected the attitude toward
and the content of membership preparation. This survey covered
the period from the birth of the Church until the merger in 1946. In
evaluating the program of membership preparation, it was necessary

to know what the doctrine of the church was as held by the Evangelical



United Brethren Church, and what was the purpose of membership.

This study formed the first half of the third chapter. The second half

of that chapter continued to develope the basis upon which the materials
and programs were evaluated. In that the survey worked with educational
materials, it was necessary to have a criteria for evaluating these programs.
The closing section of the third chapter summarized these findings and
provided a standard for evaluating the curricula. The fourth chapter
contained the evaluation of the various programs and materials located
through the sampling of other denominations as well as the survey of

the Church. Chapter Five was the proposed program of membership
preparation for the Church. The final chapter was used for the

summary, conclusion, and recommendations for further study.
METHOD OF PROCEDURE

Questionnaire. A questionnaire was used to determine the type of

preparation prevalent in the Church; the materials used; and the
attitude of the ministers toward the material available. This
questionnaire was sent to a sampling of the ministers selected both at
random, and by recommendation from Conference Directors of
Christian Education. The ministers and conferences selected
represented five percent of the charges within the church, but at

the same time seventy percent of the membership of the denomination
was represented by the Conferences contacted through the Directors
of Christian Education. Of the one hundred‘forty eight ministers
contacted, ninty eight responded. The conferences which were

contacted for recommendatijons as to the ministers who had



developed a program along this line or who had done an outstanding
job were: California, Florida, Illinois, Indiana North, Michigan,
Minnesota, Ohio Miami, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. Of these
replies were received from California, Illinois, Michigan,
Pennsylvania, Ohio Miami, and Wisconsin. All of the conferences
of the Church were contacted by random selection, to insure
representation. Those conferences named immediately above who
did not name sufficient pastors as well as those who failed to reply,
were included in the random sampling to give coverage of the full

Church.

Research Method. The various denominations were selected to

give a sampling of the preparation material these other groups made
available for their ministers. To determine the curricula used the
departments of Christian Education of the denominations were contacted,
this was the material used for the evaluation, and comparison.

Where it was possible an active minister of the denomination was
contacted to determine the usage of the material within the local

church.
ASSUMPTIONS

This study was based upon the following assumptions: that the
church is the body of Christ, that it is the agency He is using to
reach the world that is lost, as well as the agency used to enable
individual followers to unite in a concentrated effort to do His work.
That while the church is a spiritual body it is also a social organi=-
zation, and that as such it must prepare those who are its members

to be able to take an active part in its program.



Also the assumption that those uniting with the Church desire
to be as effective a member as possible. That the Church has a
responsibility to enable these to fulfill this desire. As the Church
enables those entering it to become effective members it will be
able to function more harmoniously. The more harmoniously ‘the
Church functions the more effective it and the individual will be

in the purpose of their Lord, namely to lead more to accept Jesus

Christ as Lord and Saviour.
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CHAPTER II
HISTORICAL SURVEY OF MEMBERSHIP PREPARATION

In driving along many highways today, one cannot help but
wonder why the roads are not straight. The answer is found in the
history of the development of roads. With the exception of a few,
most roads follow either the animal trails, which because Indian
trails, or the property lines; these became wagon trails, and
finally they developed and widened into the roads of today. To
understand the highways of today, a knowledge of their past is
necessary.

The same is true of the educational program of a church. A
knowledge of its history is essential to an understanding of its
present program. The purpose of this chapter is to investigate the
program of the Evangelical United Brethren Church and its pred-
ecessors to uncover the early program and attitudes which have
entered into and influenced the present preparation of prospective

members.
THE PERIOD OF CONCERN

The factors that early entered still effect the preparation of
church members today. The period from 1800 until 1946 was a
formative period. The purpose was to bring to light those under-
lying attitudes, decisions, and desires, that what, why and the way
it was done, could be better understood.

The Beginning and Background of the Church.

Both the Evangelical and the United Brethren Churjyrches were
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born during the Second Great Awakening of 1800. The purpose was not
to trace the events leading to the formation of these bodies, but some
facts were lifted. The primary purpose was to bring the Gospel to

the Germans. The Church fathers considered working as part of the
Methodist Church, which at that time preached the same message as the
founders of the Evangelical United Brethren Church, but the Methodists
were sure the German language would soon die out.

The background of these early bodies, while differing in many
ways, had some points of similarity. The majority of the people came
from Lutheran, Reformed and Mennonite backgrounds. In many
cases the contact with these other churches was a formal one only,
and very spasmodic. Jacob Albright was a typical example of this
type of connection. His parents were Lutherans, but the home was
open to all traveling ministers. He was brought to see his need of
Christ through the influence of the Lutheran pastor and a Reformed
layman who was also an associate of Otterbein, but was not assured
of peace until he sought God himself. At first he joined the Methodist
Church. Many of the early converts came from similar circumstances.
There was a connection with the church in the past, but ministers
were few, and many of them had been led astray by the theological
plagues of Europe. The result was that the people had a vague
concept of the possibility of a peace with God, but were only too
well aware of the need in their own life. Many of these persons had

been trained in the Reformed or Lutheran churches. 1

ls. p. Spreng, History of the Evangelical Church, p. 11.
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Both the Lutheran and Reformed Churches used the Catechism
to train those available in the Christian Faith. The Mennonite groups
used a less formal, but equally effective way of preparing their
prospects for membership. Here the training experience took place
in the home. The parents passed on to the children by example and
in conversation the content of their religious belief. It may be this
lack of formal training was partially the reason Martin Boehm felt
inadequate when he was called by lot to preach, prior to the call
he received from Christ while he was plowing in the field. .

The three leaders furnished a good example of that which was
found in the early church; Otterbein had the advantages of both the
catechical and formal training as offered in the Reformed Church.
He had catechism from the church as a youth, and the formal
training at the University for the ministry, yet it was not until
the Holy Spirit had completed his preparation in the broom closet
one Sunday afternoon, that he was able to go on to his greatest
effectiveness.

Boehm had the background of a very simple life. Supposedly
the total group was under the direct leadership of the Holy Spirit,
yet he received his instruction not through the accepted channel, but
while he was plowing and praying. Albright was led through the
instrumentality of traveling preachers, Methodists, Lutheran and
United Brethren to seek peace with God.

It would seem as if the times were almost alive with a hunger

1a. w. Drury, History o_i; the Church g_f__th__e United Brethren
in Christ, p. 28.
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for peace with God not found in the empty forms of many churches.

The people while far from God and some outwardly antagonistic and
atheistic had been unable to shake a deep seated belief in God. It was

this underlying conviction that held in spite of the prevalence of ’publi;':
proclamation of rejection of a belief in God, that must be recognized.

The people didn’t have to be taught many basic facts of belief for two
reasons; first, they already knew them; and secondly, the emphasis was on
a warm heart and not on the verbal expression given to this experience.

Initially the early leaders had one primary purpose; that, to save
people from the wrath to come, and bring them into the experience of ¢
the fullness of the Holy Spirit. To accomplish this, they went everywhere
preaching and exhorting. It was some time before the problem of
bringing these converts into membership arose. At first, these groups
were more a fellowship of like-spirited people, than an organized
church. The one:requirement for membership was the mutual witness
that ‘‘we are brothers”’’ in Christ.

As the group adopted a more formal organization, the need for
membership requirements became more prominent. But even here
much of their experience caused difficulties. Many of the people
had bitter memories of seeking peace in a church only to be required
to review the Catechism. This, as far as they could see, only in-

tensified their sorrow. Many of the ministers who seemingly had

1Drury, op, cit., p. 90 Cf. R. Albright. A History of the Evangel-
ical Church. p. 81. R
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the best training possible were unable to help those who sought peace
with God; some even scoffed and opposed those who claimed the ex-
perience of the forgiveness of their sins.! The result was an
indifference to and/or denial of the value of catechical instruction.

As the church expanded the younger generation was rapidly
turning to the English language, with this change there was made
available the teaching of the Methodist Church, as a result many of
the converts of the early pioneers turned to the ‘‘English Methodists’’,
from the ‘‘German Methodists.”’

In summary the contribution of this background was: (1)
attempts to transmit religious knowledge through catechism had
seemingly failed to lead to a proper relationship with God. As
many saw it, the question was either to be converted and have peace,
or to be taught the facts of religion in a catechism and have no real
peace. (2) There was some knowledge, and basic Christian belief
held by many of the people. (3) Conversion in a prescribed manner
was the primary requirement for membership.

Membership training.

From the preview of the period it would appear that nothing
was done in the matter of membership preparation. Had it not been
for the leadership this may have been the case, but already mention

has been made of one requirement for membership preparation and

1Drury, op. cit., p. 90
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another assumed. The requirement of conversionl

may seem SO

obvious that it would be taken for granted, but it is the key that

gives meaning to all that is and was done in membership preparation.

The other assumption has been the preaching message, not the twenty

minute sermon of today once a week, but the all day affair that re-

sulted in six to twelve hours of Bible teaching and indoctrination.
Another training experience in wide use then but almost

forgotten now was the class meeting. This was obviously the real

training experience. The class meeting was an informal meeting

for spiritual examination under the leadership of the lay class leader.

Voluntarily thé members would share their experiences in the Lord.

The leader would probe to reveal to the individual further places of

needed growth, where concepts were false these could be corrected.

The small groups were able to make an extremely valuable contri-

bution to the life of the individual.2 Only in recent days has this type

of an experience become acceptable again. Today it is called variously,

“‘Group dynamics’’ or in the church, ‘‘Koinoia’’ groups.

' Requirements for member ship.

As these organizations began, their primary purpose was to carry
the Gospel to those who had not heard it. They were so concerned
about the union of the believer with Christ, little else was of concern
to them. From the accounts left of the beginning days, the groups were not

accorded the place of respect enjoyed today. This was a time of open

I Personal Correspondence of H. Block, Wisconsin to the author
November 20, 1957, Conference Historian, ‘‘The main requirement
for membership was Conversion, without it there was to be no
reception of members."’

ZAlbright, op. cit., p. 187.
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opposition to the name of Christ. In 1786 the prediction was made
that by 1800 no church would be left. Princeton Seminary had only
one professing Christian, only the social churches were tolerated,
but the ‘‘fanaticism’’ of those who preached forgiveness of sins

1 A1l who followed and supported these

brought open opposition.
who were proclaiming Christ’s power to transform were viewed as
a class of people to be avoided. Rather than the social advantage
that is accorded members of the church in some places today,
church membership was an open invitation for ridicule. Those

who joined would give serious.thought before taking such a step. In
the face of this the primary initiative was placed upon the one wish-
ing to join.

The only formal requirement for membership in the Church of
the United Brethren in Christ was that the person answer the follow-
ing question, ‘‘have you experienced the pardon of your sins, and are
you determined by the grace of God to save your soul?’’ Providing
the answer was in the affirmative and no moral charges were
brought, the person became a member. Provision was made for
those who were unable to answer this question properly to become,
and be listed as.‘a seeker.? But four pages follow of what members
are expected to do upon pain of expulsion, included are some

doctrinal statements, e.g. acceptance of ‘‘the Bible to be and contain

I1bid., p. 10-14.

2Origin, Doctrine, Constitution and Discipline of the Church
of the United Brethren in Christ.
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the whole word of God,’’ a determination to be saved, lead a good
life, and to be an example of piety in all areas of life. The point on
piety covers two pages. In the light of the above, the one coming

into membership must have had some instruction in order to make
the rules of conduct and items of faith clear. Not only was the class
meetiing used for this type of instruction, but those who failed to
attend were considered to have backslidden, and were either dropped
from membership, or not considered fit persons for membership.

In view of the nature of the church as an organ to promote
an unpopular, easily twisted aspect of Christianity, care would be
taken to prevent inner decay. Those that sought to join were only
too well aware of the uniqueness of the group they were uniting with.
Not only were they aware of the stigma of uniting with the church,
they were willing to make any sacrifice to do it.

In the year 1880 the Discipline published by the Evangelical
Association included the following as the procedure for the recep-
tion of members. First, make an announcement publicly inviting
those present who desire to seek admission, and privately seek out
those who should be candidates and speak to them of uniting with the
Church. Then in the service the General rules of the Church were
to be read followed by an invitation for those who desire to unite
with the Church to indicate their desire. Those that respond were
to be asked the following questions:

‘*Are you fully determined to renounce every sin, and to
seek redemption in Christ and in observing our General rules

to live according to the Word of God, and to continue steadfast
in godliness until death? Are you determined, by the grace of
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God to do so? Answer aloud, yes.”l
The General rules referred to above describes what was expected as
evidence of those serious about their salvation. It should be noted
also that mentioﬂ is made of the minister seeking out privately those
who should join.

Catechism. That the early leaders had access to the Catechisms
of their former churches has been mentioned previously in the study.
The first produced by the church was the work of Otterbein which
would place it between 1780 and 1810. Dreisback translated a
catechism into German in 1890.2 From the comments at the begin-
ning of this translation, it is obvious that catechism was considered
as belonging to the coming generation. These followed the traditional
arrangement of question and answer with the Scripture reference
given as a basis for the answer given. W. W. Orwig in the preface
to his catechism begins by pointing out the effectiveness of the
catechism as well as the need for sound doctrine in order to prevent
eternal damnation. After mentioning the commission he was under
by the church to write, he continues by saying:

‘‘He ever kept in view that he was not writing for the
learned, but for the children and inexperienced minds. He
endeavored, therefore to explain the principles and funda-
mentals of the Christian religion, in a plain, concise and
thorough manner, so as to enable the youthful and inexperi-
enced mind to comprehend them. The Scripture passages

in proof of the doctrines advanced, should be committed to
memory by the catechumens, after having learned the

IThe Doctrine and Discipline of the Evangelical Association,
p- 63.

Z2Albright, op. cit., p. 92.
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questions and answers of a section; and then the catechist

or teacher may, at each session, take occasion to form

new questions from those Scriptures texts and more

minutely explain and inculcate the several doctrines.
While catechisms were available and the efforts put into them would
in itself commend their use, a question remains as to how widely
they were used. The following quotation illustrates the point.

‘*Some as yet do not seem to see the necessity of a

sound intellectual basis for Christian experience, but the

board is determined to make this one of their major em-

phasis in seeking to undergird the evangelistic fervor of

every church in the Conference.”’
This does not come from an early day in the history of the church,
but rather from the Conference Session of 1958. Being aware that
today, amid the hose of material and an active emphasis on member -
ship preparation some still are not using it: it is not surprising to
learn that those from an earlier day did not use their catechisms.
Dr. Riebel, whose dissertation was on Religious Education in the

Evangelical Church states that the catechism was not widely used.3

Summary of the period 1800-1875

From the material gathered, the following attitudes and
materials were found to have influenced the early membership
preparation. (1) Catechisms were prepared and available from

1806 to the Evangelical side of the church, and by Otterbein for the

1W. W. Orwig, Catechism of the Principle Doctrines ﬁthe
Christian Religion, p. 4. _

%C. Harris, ed., Official Proceedings of the Pacific Northwest
Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren Church, p. 99.

3From personal correspondence by Miss Ruth Krammer,
Librarian, Evangelical Theological Seminary, Illinois, November

10, 1958.
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United Brethren. (2) Due to previous experience this type of pre-
paration was held in disrepute. (3) The church was in the midst of
a revival which was in part a revolt against the intellectual but
emotionally barren approach to Christianity. (4) The revivalistic
spirit set the course of the church for a number of years. That is
the physical-emotional accompaniments of a revival-conversion
became the identifying marks of one ready for church membership.
(5) The class meeting provided an ideal opportunity for the training

of members, (6) the ‘‘separateness’’ of the church gave it an ex-
clusiveness as well as a social stigma.

Between 1875 and 1900 a change took place in the theological
climate that has had far reaching effects. An intellectual approach
to Christianity could not have been pi-evented from returning.
Unfortunately the issue arose in such a way as to cloud the major
concern; and resulted in the forced choice between either remaining
true to the faith, or adopting an intellectual approach and also
rejecting the traditional beliefs and the emotional aspect of
Christianity. It would seem the first effect of the division in

thinking, was the separation of the Church. The one side insisting
that only an emotional conversion would prepare a person to join the
church. Nothing else was needed. The other side maintained that a
decision to follow Jesus was necessary, but this was augmented with
the individual adding to his consecration a training designed to
enable him to understand more fully the meaning and reason for his
changed life. A third position developed, that of educating the person

to be a Christian; - the basis was the concept of moral behavior, to

know right is to do right; therefore no conversion experience is
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needed. Thus the Faith-Reason battle continued to stir up the dust.
Only in the past few years has there been any indication of the
reconciliation of the two opposing views. The solution of the conflict
does not lie in the victory of either an emofional conversion experi=-
ence or an intellectual understanding of the basis and working of

Salvation. The two are needed to compliment each other.
THE PERIOD OF CHANGE

Some of the formative influences were traced from the beginning
of the Church until the rise of the controversy over Faith and Reason.
Only today are we beginning to be able to see the issues more or less
clearly. From the seed planted by Darwin in his Evolutionary hypothesis
American theologians were foréed to re-examine all the traditional
beliefs, or to examine his theory and decry his work and that of the
men who followed him. German rationalism landed on the bachhead
and its devotees, such as Ingersol, went out to conquer every strong
hold of the faith.! Not only did the church face a changing social and
economic world, but science was insisting that the religious world

recognize their contribution.

**The church at first ‘‘reacted’’ defensively to the religious
revolution, then on second thought, many adopted completely
both the results and the method of science. . . Those who
reacted in a purely defensive way failed to grasp the truth in the
new seientific discoveries and set the heart and mind of the
church against the truth recently discovered. It made it difficult
for the Christian Church to relate itself. . . to the . . . intellectual
life of America! Those who adopted the total ‘‘scientific method”’
failed to remain critical and as a result were unable to be of

lj. C. Brauer, Protestantism in America, (Philadelphia, the
Westminster Press, 1953) p. 218-230.
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help to the people.”l

Following closely upon this separation of science and those who felt

that God and His revelation needed to be defended, came to a new under-
standing of how people learn, think and make decisions." The out-

2

growth of this was a new approach to teaching.

The educational transition.

Prior to and through the first half of the 19th century man’s
mind had been viewed as a special creation of God, spiritual in
nature and totally different from the physical body. Mind was
possessed by man alone. With the rise of the evolutionary theory,
examination and experimentation produced serious questions about
this theory.

Faculty Psychology, which had held the field for years was

based on the concept of man’s mind as a spiritual creation, unique to
man. Under its sway, man was viewed as having the potential to
develop various faculties, memory, judgment, reason, etc.
Development of these faculties was obtained through the various
mental gymnastics, the study of the classics, mathematics, and the
like. By developing one faculty the others were also developed.

Experimental Psychology, as it entered the field was not a

S

unified field, but many divergent views with a goal of relating the

1Ibid., pp. 213ff.

2Russel Mixter, **How does Darwin stand today,’’ ‘‘Eternity’’
February, 1960, vol. 11, no. 1, p. 38. In a review of Paul A,
Zimmerman ed., Darwin, Evolution, and Creation. In spite of

the authors strong defensive position, they ' 'concede that evolutionary
theory has had such beneficial effects as leading education’’ to

better methods as based on the growth process.




23
content and method of education more closely to the individual. Man’'s
mind was seen as part of his physical equipment, whether endowed by
a creator, or the result of evolution. What was before thought of as
separate faculties, was now seen as differing functions of the mind.
The major contribution of this emphasis was in the recognition of
individual differences and capacities. Environment and hereditary
became factors to be reckoned with.

Not without a struggle did the educational change take place
in educational circles.1 The Church had much the same reaction
only more involved. Many of those who accepted the results of
modern science also accepted German rationalism. Rationalism
generally rejected the traditional theological positions and the in-
spiration of the Bible. These thoughts were so closely tied together
that those who sought to benefit by the use of the results of modern
science, were classified with the ones who had departed from the
faith. To use modern educational process resulted in being labeled
as a ‘‘liberal!’ To be a liberal was to deny the person and work of
Jesus Christ, and the authority of the Bible.

The advance of the church has required someone to face the
issue, and present the facts in a way the church will see the value,
though' some may misunderstand. In 1884, Dr. John M. Gregory, a
minister as well as being the first president of the University of
Chicago, produced for the Congregational Church a classic in the

use of modern educational theory within the Sunday School. The

lR. Freeman Butts, A Cultural History of Western Education,
pp- 476-480.
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value of this work can be seen in the fact that Baker Book House
republished it in 1954. His purpose was to share the fruit of his
study with those who are teaching the Sunday Schools, this is ‘‘his
9 ]_

offering on the altar of sacrifice to'God.

Summary of the period of change.

Through some very stormy periods the church was forced to
face, first some revolutionary scientific transformations, both in
theory and in fact. Difficulty was encountered where the church
feared that the new theory would attack its dogma. Only after the
church was able to re-evaluate its Basic attitude to science were the

results of these new discoveries usable by the church.

THE PERIOD OF ADVANCE

1875 - 1900

In 1876, Dr. Anton Hulster presented his book, The Doctrine o_f

the Soul, an early attempt to reconcile evangelical Christianity and the
findings of science. The fact that it was not published by the Evangel-
ical Publishing House may indicate the lack of interest in this type of
work at this time, to an extent it may also express the amount of
defensiveness present in the Church.? Others who were to write in
this period echoed the same spirit. Jonthan Weaver in 1892 published

a small book to amplify the beliefs outlined in the confession of faith.3

1‘]ohn M. Gregory, The Seven Laws of Teaching, p. viii.

2Albright, op cit. p. 308.

3jon’chan Weaver, A Practical Comment on the Confession of
Faith of the Church c_>_f fﬁ_e United Brethren in Christ. -
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The traditional catechisms with its question and answer,

Question 1. Do you believe that there is a God?

Answer. I believe that there is a true and living God. But

The Lord is the true God, he is the living God and an everlasting
King; at His wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations

shall not be able to abide His indignation. = Jer. 10:10

For the Lord your God is God of Gods, and Lord of lords, a .
great God, a mighty and a terrible, \ivhich regardeth not persons,
nor taketh rewards. - Duet. 10, 17.

not only were carried into this period and were either revised or new

works issued, still the main contribution of the period was in the efforts

to present the old message in a new fashion. Bishop Weaver’s com=:
mentary of the confession has already been introduced, with no
mention of adverse reception. It can be assumed from this little if
any opposition arose because of the departure from the traditional
pattern of presentation. The materials produced prior to this time
were retained and were the sources used in the Church for study.
The extent of the use of the catechism has already been indicated.
These had proven themselves over the years, and had the prestige,
age and tradition to help support them. One other factor that may
help account for the fact that so many were produced is that they
were very adaptable for discussion, lecture, or for use as a source
book. Education had already been introduced into secular fields , new
concepts of learning, now these were entering the church.

The church was more concerned with the training of the
members, than with the preparation of prospective members.
Courses were available in ali‘the various areas of Church life and

interest; Church History, Doctrine, Bible study, Missions, and

1Orwig, op. cit., p. 5.
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Bibliographies. °‘‘The Evangelical Series,’’ ‘‘The Albright Series,'’
both were geared for the present members. These va;ere part of a
larger family of materials in vogue outside the church as well as
within. Yet somehow membership preparation was bypassed.
Occurring about the same time was the conflict, division, and the
ensuing legal hassels in both the Evangelical Association, and the
Church of the United Brethren. For over twenty-five years strife
and unrest could be found consuming the energy that normally wauld
have been channeled into more productive ends. The efforts were
directed to building up the present membership, and enlising the
uncommitted to the same side as the local church was on. That
many of those not members were brought into the church cannot

be denied, but whether they were won out of party strife, to show
the other side we are ones in the right, or out of a concern for the
individual cannot now be determined.

1900 - 1946

The lack of materials early in this period leads to the sugges-
tion that while the issues surrounding the division within the Church
were resolved, tensions still existed. In addition, the First World
War came in at the first half of the period. Once the war was over
talk of the reuniting of the Evangelical side of the church began. In
1928 E. W. Praetorius issued a hand book for the young people which
has since the union of the Evaﬁgelical and United Brethren been

revised and reissued.1 Another effort along the same line was made

lE. W. Praetorius, Handbook of Religion for Youth, Foundations
for Youth.




27

by, W. E. Peffley in a small booklet designed for use in preparatory
élasses. Two other books came .out more along the line of the study
books than along the line of a membership preparation, both by Dr.
S. P. Spreng, one on the history of the church, the other on the

|

doctrinal beliefs.
The United Brethren followed the same pattern of developing
material primarily for young people, and younger age groups. C. W.
Brewbaker wrote a guide book for use in the training of youth in 1922.2
Dr. J. W. Owen added to a brief history of the church intended ‘‘for the
young people of the church,’” a section which indicates it was intended
for use in training them for membership.3 It was not until 1942 that
a pamphlet was published without mention of young people or youth as
its intended readers, and this was published not under the leadership
of the Board of Christian Education, but under the Home Mission and
Church Erection Society to introduce the church to the people that
were being reached in new areas. In the introduction it states the
purpose was to do this, and does a remarkable job within a few pages.4
In the beginning there are found the membership vows, and the

doctrinal statement, leaving the invitation to join in the mind of the

person.

lsamuel P. Spreng, WhatiEvangelicals Believe, andeistory
of the Evangelical Church.

2GC. W. Brewbaker, Christian Growth and Conduct.

3john W. Owen, A Short History of the United Brethren Church..

4U. P. Hovermale, The Church o_f the United Brethren 111 Christ.
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Summary of the period 1900 - 1946.

Due to various reasons the results of more usable and effective
methods in the educational process were not applied to the member-
ship preparation until late in the period. In other areas of education
the church was beginning to use these findings, but adult education as
yet had not received the attention by the church which was necessary if

it were to realize its potential.
SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER

Having traced the history of the Church from its beginning, it
was found that the matter of adult membership preparation was left
in the hands of the pastor, and was done through personal contact.
In the early days of the church the class meeting served as an ideal
situation for the necessary training. The class leader assisted the
pastor in this. A genuine conversion experience was a pre-requisite
for all who desired to unite with the Church, but care was taken to
avoid the extreme of either an emotional or intellectual conversion.

Not without a struggle did the church come through the conflict
of theology, anthropology, psychology of teaching, and church polity.
Only within the last few years prior to union was any serious con-
sideration given to the prospective‘adult member. The next chapter
contains an evaluation of the material provided by the Church for
its ministers, as well as comparison of the material developed by

other  churches.
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CHAPTER III
THE DETERMINATIVE FACTORS IN MEMBERSHIP PREPARATION

Behind any program developed, there are certain concepts
which détermine the direction, approach, and developmer;t of the
program. In membership preparation there were two factors which
determined the program. 'i’hese were, one, the purpose of church
meﬁbership; and the other, the educational means through which
the -preparation is guided. The purpose of this chapter was to ex-
amine these concepts, in order that they might be used as the
criteria in the evaluation of the materidls available. This was de-
veioped within the chapter, first to answer the question rega'rding
the purpose of church membership, by defining the church. After
this was done, then the purpose of membership could be examined.
The factpr of the educational means used to guide the person, did
not require as extensive examination, because various evaluation

guides are available.
DOCTRINE CONCERNING THE‘CHURCH

The beginning point of understanding church membership
preparation is a clear understanding of the church as viewed by
the denomination. The Confession of Faith includes the following
definition of the church. In the words of the former United Brethren

Confession:
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"We believe in a holy Christian Church composed of true
believers in which the Word of God preached by men divinely
called, and the ordinances are duly administered; that this divine
institution is for the maintenance of worship, for the ed}ﬁcation
of believers and the conversion of the world to Christ. "

Again in slightly different language the Confession of the former

Evangelical Church.
"The visible Church of Christ is the community of true believers,
among whom the word of God is preached in its purity, and the

means of grace are duly ministered, according to Christ's own
appointment. "

The statements from the Confession of Faith indicate the church
has a unique nature. The concern of this investigation is Church
membership. The nature of the Church will determine who is quali-
fied to become a member. When an organization possesses a unique
nature, only persons sharing this nature are pfoper persons to be ad-
mitted to membership. A problem was confronted in the brevity of
statements within the Confession of Faith. This resulted in a study
of the doctrine of the church as taught by instructors within the Church.
The sources used were, (1) the Systematic Theologies produced within
the denomination, (2) text books used at the graduate schools providing
ministers for the Church, (3) and study booklets provided by the leaders
of the Church for the use of its members.

Dr. Gamersfelder's Systematic Theology states that the subject

IThe Discipline of the Evangelical United Brethren Church, p.

10. (Italics not in the original).

ZIbid. , p. 27, Italics not in the original,
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of the Church properly belongs under the classification of Soteriology,
as it "represents the concrete results of the redemption. vl The Church
Universal '"includes the whole company of believers in all parts and in
all time. It signifies redeemed humanity. 2 Still he also understands
Matthew 18:17 to show that Jesus recognized the local church not only
would come into being but that it would have definite areas of responsi-
bili‘l:y.3 The local Church is '"any group who habitually gather together
at the same place for worship.'" A denomination is any number of
local Churches that agree on special points of doctrine, and are united
under one form of government. = The Church while being a social
organization to give expression to 'the Christian life, which had its
source in God. . . . differs from other human societies in its religious
character.!" The church is united by the common bond each believer
maintains to Christ. > In organization no pattern was set, but the en-
vironment of the Church determined the form of her development.

As no other work of this nature has been done inside the church
in recent times it became necessary to turn to the other sources used
today in the preparation of ministers and the training of the lay members

of the Evangelical United Brethren Church.

s, Gamersfelder, Systematic Theology, p. 545.

ZLoc. cit.

3Ibid., p. 546.
‘Ibid., p. 546.
5Ibid., p. 547.

bIbid., p. 549,
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Professor Alan Richardson defines the church as:

'"the whole believing, worshiping and witnessing Christian
community throughout the world, in all its historical, continuity
across the centuries and in all its historic denominations''.

Beyond this he has little to say except as the Church bears witness to
the claims of Christ, both verbally and by its existence. In another
source used to study the nature and work of the church,
'"the church is not so much the 'ark of salvation as the' bringer
of salvation; not only the kingdom of God's mercy.,and redemption,
but the instrurnent of His mercy and redemption, "
From the New Testament writings he lifts the thought that the Church
is the "Body of Christ;' 'the Bride of Christ; the Church is likened
to a flock of sheep. 3 The picture of the church is that of 'a living
organism, gathered out of the world by God through Christ for His

special purpose, a saved and saving remnant; made alive by faith in

the living Christ. 4 The emphasis is on the unity of the ecclesia,

those who have been called out to form a corporate society, of God's
peculiar people. 5
Dr. J. Arthur Heck, the instructor in the course of the study of

the Church at United Theological Seminary has written a book that

1 Alan Richardson, Christian Apologetics, p. 50, This and the
next book listed were used as texi books af the Evangelical
Theological Seminary in the year 1955,

: 2William Robinson, The Biblical Doctrine it& Church, p. 52.

31bid., p. 72-88.

4bid., p. 74.

5Ibid., p. 60.
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that includes a section on the Church.l While this was intended for
for laymen, it presents his approachito the subject. After describing
the early church as those who had followed Jesus while he was on
earth, but without any of the externals that are associated with the

church; the organization is accounted for; by saying:

It was not long until this distinctive group, committed to Christ
and steeped in the gospel of a crucified risen and glorified
Christ began to express its inner spiritual unity through organi-

zed life and activity.
The Church is a living organism of called out ones, chosen people
whose purpose is to continue the 'witness to Jesus Christ in our

world, " and to be 'the agency through which Christ is continuing to

carry on His redemptive work among men, n3

One further work was considered at this time, that is the text
from which the author studied in an interdenominational school. Dr.
H. O. Wiley, writing from the Wesleyan Arminian view was the most
recent author to do so. Speaking of the church he brings to the front

the same definition which had already been found.

The Christian Church is therefore the assembly of called out
ones made up of the divinely adopted sons of God. Christ is
its glorious head. From Him it receives its life through the
indwelling Spirit and as such discharges a two fold function

as an institution of worship, and as a depository of the faith.
The Church is also the Body of Christ. . . . . . The Ehurch is
not merely an organization. It is a living organism. ’

13, Arthur Heck, A Theology for Laymen, cf. Bulletin, United
Theological Seminary, p. 9.

%Ibid., p. 130

31bid., p. 133.

4H. O. Wiley and P.T. Culbertson, Introduction to Christian
Theology, p. 366. -
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In organization three views are presented. One, that as the church
is spiritual, none is needed; second, that the Scripture present the
plan, but those using differing forms support this theory; and third,
that principles are given upon which the church is to build its own
form to fit the local situation. It is of interest to note that Bishop
Weaver of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ is quoted.
As this represents the present situation in the Evangelical United
Brethren Church, the quotation is taken in full.
It is our opinion that the government in the New Testament was
not exclusively Episcopal, Presbyterina, or Congregational, but
a combination of certain elements of all - from a careful review
of the whole question, we conclude that it is nearest in harmony
with the practice and writings of the apostles to say that the
authority in the visible Cihurch is vested in the Ministry, and
the laity taken together.
Direct mention was made of the conditions of church membership.
*‘it is the duty of every Christian, not only to openly profess his
faith in Christ, but to enter into fellowship with the body of believers
in his community and to take upon himself the responsibility of
church membership.’’2
From the study of the doctrine of the church, it was discovered that
there was agreement on the concept of the Church. It is a unique
organization comprised only of those who share the experience of
having responded to God’s call on their lives. The local church was
found to be made up of those who meet to worship and work together

as ‘‘called out ones’’ of God. The Church has been charged with the

responsibility of inviting those who have not yet done so, to respond

1I'bid., p- 373. Cf. Jonathan Weaver, Christian Theology, p. 335.

2Ibid., p. 374.



36

to the invitation of God to be "born again'' of the Holy Spirit into the

Body of Christ.

THE PURPOSE OF THE CHURCH

In the review of the doctrine of the church it has already been
apparent, that part of the definition of the church includes the purpose
of its existence. From the Confession of Faith the function of the
Church was seen to be the preaching of the Word of God in its purity;
the administration of the means of grace; the maintenance of worship
to the end that the believers may be edified; '"and the conversion of
the world to Christ. nl Building on the basis of the church as the body
of Christ (Col. 1:24) as well as the definition discovered earlier, the
purpose of the church is to continue the work for which Christ assumed
a human body. The '"Body of Christ" exists to spread the gospel.
"The Church is in the world to redeem it by being a spiritual 'power
house' from whbich spiritual power goes out into the world. ué From
this point the development was followed that lead to a discussion of
how the church was to accomplish this. Not by manipulating polit<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>