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CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTION

The Problem. Teachers in the Sunday School need to know more
about the cﬁildren to whom they ministers Each child must be recog-
nized as an individual and as such, he is a candidate for the prom=-
ised eternal life that Jesus promised to those who believe on His Name.
How can they believe except they be sent teachers who believe on Him?
Furthermore, the child is a candidate for leadership in the church in
which it may at present be a member of the Children's Division.

Importance of the Study. Such a study as contained in this

work is needed by all workers in the Children's Division of the Sun-
day School, ministers, and anyone else who would know more about the
Children's Division,

Purpose and Objectives. The purposes and objectives which

guided this study were:

1. To determine the philosophical, psychological, and organi=-
zational basis for having a Children's Division of the Sun-
day School,

2. To ascertain the same basis for having the five departments
in the Children's Division.

3. To study thoroughly and separately the Cradle Roll Depart-
ment, Nursery Department, Beginner Depariment, Primary De-
partment, and Junior Department.

Limitations 2£ the Study. This study was limited to the

Children's Division which usually includes the above mentioned depart-—

mentse The age group is from birth up to and including eleven.



Definition of Terms. The Sunday School was considered as that

part of the church which is set apart for religious instruction.

Method of Procedurs. The entire content of this thesis, with

the exception of one course, was supported from documentary sources.
That exception was an announcement whiich was made over the Columbia
Broadcasting System. The writer set forth under the philosophical
basis reasons for having the various departments. Under the psy-
chological basis, the characteristics of the child with reference to
his physical, mental, social, and spiritual life were discussed.
Finally, under the organizational basis, the duties and responsibili-
ties of each officer and teacher of the various departments were
considered.

Statement of Organization. Following the introductory chapter

the Cradle Roll was dealt with in chapter two where the importance -
wasplaced on the home and its relation to the church. In the third
chapter, the Nursery child was dealt with and the differences between
the Cradle Roll and the Nurgery Departments were considered. Also,
in the third chapter, the duties and responsibilities of the officers
and teachers were listed. The emphasis here was placed on the two-
to=three~year-old child. In the fourth chapter, the Beginner child,
teacher, officers, and organization were dealt with, Chapter‘five
takes into account the Primary child. Here, it was noted that the
child is capable of receiving more than ever the teachings of Christ.
In the sixth chapter, the child in his active years of nine to eleven
was studied. Emphasis was placed on the need for teachers in whom

the child might have confidence.,



CHAPTER II.
THE CRADLE ROLIL DEPARTMENT
A, Introduction

The first department of the Sunday School and the most
important one is that of the Cradle Roll Department. It is here
that the church can make contact with the child before the world has
its grip on him, Here, the church can start at the very beginning of
the child's life and work together toward the day when the child will
accept the Lord Jesus as his personal Saviour.

The writer, in this chapter, gave a definition of the depart-
ment with its special emphasise. He proceeded from there to discuss
the purposes for having a Cradle Roll Department. Next, the impor-
tance of the Cradle Roll child were discussed. The psychological
bases for the department were then given at vihich time the character-
istics and mture of the child were mentioned, after which the needs
of the child were given. ILast, the administrative bases for the
department were given and the duties of the officers and teachers

were listed,
Bs The Philosophical Bases of the Cradle Roll Department
l. The Cradle Roll Department

Definition., The Cradle Roll Department is a department of
the Sunday School and of the Children's Division, just as the Nur-
sery, Beginners, Primary, and Junior Departments are parts of this

particular division of the Sunday School. It serves a definite need
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of the Sunday School as the other departments, for it is recognized
as being the foundation department of the entire church. It is the
department from which come the leaders of the tomorrows. i Because

of the program of this department, the Cradle Roll is considered as
an extension department of the church.2

While some have suggested that the Cradle Roll Department and
the Nursery Department be combined into one department, nevertheless,
most writers generally agree thét it is a department which should
have its own organization and workers.3

In this department, babies are enrolled at birth and are in
the Cradle Roll Department until they are two years old, at which
time they are “promoted" to the Nursery and receive their first

group teachinge
2. Purpose and Objectives of the Cradle Roll Department

The work of the Cradle Roll Department is that of helping

parents and babies feel the friendly interest of the church in them
and their welfare.5 The ultimate objective, of course, is that of
winning all members of the family for Christ and the church,

Since every baby should have a Christian home, the Cradle
Roll sets out to accomplish this through the childe Even before the
child is born, the Cradle Roll makes contact with the home and
through these efforts, the parents will realize the interest and
concern of the church for both the child and themselves. The need
for this particular type of ministry is evident by the great absen-

teeism that occurs upon the entrance into the family of a new child,



The purpose of the Cradle Roll is that of preventing this from happen-
ing. Often there is a habit formed in staying away from the services
and indifference often takes sway. The workers of the Cradle Roll
Department make contact with the home and challenge the parents to ful-
£ill their obligations to the church. Therefore, the objective of the
Cradle Roll is not only to find new members for the church, but to
encourage active participation in the life of the church. Many babies
are born in homes that are entirely unchurched. Their parents have no
idea of where to go for spiritual guidance,

A Cradle Roll ministry many times brings the unsaved to Christ,
leads indifferent Christians back to the Lord, and contributes to the
growth of spiritual Christianse Some families, who ordinarily would
not go to any church, gain confidence in a church visitor when they
realize the interest to be sincere and unselfish.

An additional purpose of the department is to encourage attend-
ance of the child in the Nursery of the Cradle Roll and in the Nursery
Classe The aim of the Cradle Roll is primarily to bring the Sunday
School to the baby, rather than the baby to the Sunday School.

Elizabeth W, Von Hagen stated the following as general objec-
tives for the work of the department:

(1) To manifest the interest of the church
in the home.

(2) To win unsaved parents to Christ and con-
tribute to the spiritual growth and develop-
ment of those who are Christians,

(3) To co-operate with the home in providing
religious background and training for the
little child.

(L) To encourage thg attendance of the child in
Sunday School.



Miss Von Hagen takes a definite stand concerning the position
of the Cradle Roll in the church. She stated in her book entitled,

The Cradle Roll Department of the Sunday School, that every child is

a possible opportunity for God.9 She stated further that the child is
the future and if he is gained, which is the objective of the Cradle
Roll, then the church has gained the future.lo
According to Edwina Polock and Lou Bina Stoner, the Cradle
Roll exists to serveoll They have summed up the four-fold purpose of
the Cradle Roll as follows:
(1) To help the home provide spiritual
environment and training for the baby,.
(2) To establish a closer bond between the
parents and the church,. ;
(3) To encourage enrollment in the Sunday
School and membership in the church,
(L) To widenlghe scope of service of the
church,
These two writers have used Scripture to support each of the
above mentioned points. For the first point, they used Deut. 6:6,7,
A,Ve, which readss
And these words, which I command thee
this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in

thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, -
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest

upe
To the child which has been reared in the atmosphere of
Christ's teachings, and who has been affiliated from his earliest
recollection with the Cradle Roll, will feel that it is just as nat-
ural for him to go to the table when he is hungry. The Sunday School

fills an important vacant spot in the lives of children and if adults



will not stand in their way, these little ones will experience sal-
vation at an early age.l‘3
For the second point mentioned, the writers mentioned above
used the reference, Hebrews 10:25, A.V.,
: Not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves together, as the mamner of some isj
but exhorting one another; and so much the
more as ye see the day approachinge
The Cradle Roll purposes that the bond of fellowship between
the home and the church be strengthened through the efforts of con—
secrated workers.
For the third objective, the writers used Luke 1L:23, A.V.,
"And the Lord said unto the servants, go out into the highways and
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled."
The Cradle Foll is a direct feeder for the Sunday Schoole
The babies are the easiest to enrol in the school. There are babies
in the downtown areas, in the villages, and in the c:‘.‘!::i.es.,l)'L Accord-
ing to a Columbia Broadcasting System announcement, December 28, 195k,
there have been more babies born in the United States during 195h
than any previous year., The total figure given was nearly four mil-
licn, Therefore, one of the chief objectives of the Cradle Roll is
that of ministering numerically to the Sunday Schoolo1
The fourth objective included the reference found in Mark 16:15,
A.V., "And he said unto them, go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature,"

The child had a hard time finding his way into the Sunday School.

Even as late as 1877, the youngest child given a place in the Sunday



School was a four=year-olde Those children from the age of four to
twelve were placed in the "infant" class. It was an Infant Class
without infants, Some Sunday Schools called this class the Primary
Glass.16

The Cradle Roll Department aims toward making a place for the
baby because the baby needs the love and companionship found in the
church and the church needs the baby in order that the cammission of

17 Miss Von Hagen also agrees with others

Christ might be fulfilled.
that the Cradle Roll ministry in the home does not make the department
an independant body. It is very closely related to all departments of
the scheols

This department has the opportunity of rendering to the Sunday
School a service which will require many workers. 1t serves as an
agency to provide a means of ministry to the family and the baby, thus
helping the church to fulfill the purpose for which it came into ex-
istence.

The Cradle Roll helps the church to make it known that it is
in earnest about its business of serving humanity.19 By making a place
in the heart of the church, the church is in a real sense filling &
seat for the fubure preaching service and even preparing future lead-

ership for the church by the early efforis made toward saving the

child for the future.
3e The Importance of the Cradle Roll Department

To the Childe There are many babies in the world whose parents

are not so much concerned about their future as they should bes



Unless these children are reached by the Cradle Roll Department, mosb
of them will live sin-cursed lives and some will even shock the world
by the extent to which they sink in degradationozo The Cradle Roll De=
partment of the Sunday School is important for the stand that it has
taken in reaching the child and standing as a bulwark to this end. It
brings to realization that the first responsibility for religious train-
ing rests upon the home.,21

The department maintains close contact with the home, helping
the family to unite with the church if possibles The workers realize
that by working through the parents, the child may eventually be won
to the church alsc. Cradle Roll workers know that if the all impor-
tant formativé years are to be influenced by the message of Christ,
they must work enthusiastically toward winning the parentse22 Every
child should have a Christian home and the department works toward that
end in behalf of the childe

Again, the importance of this department cannot be over em-
phasized, since the church has a responsibility to over 3,500,000
babies born each year. Many of these babies will not be reared in
Christian homes nor even homes that are touched by the church in any
way323 Therefore, the Cradle Holl is important to the church in thgt
it extends to the home the truth as found in the Gospel according to
Mark, where he tells of Jesus rebuking the disciples whb were standing
in the way of those who were bringing their children to Him. In the
rebuke, Jesus said:

Suffer the little children to come unto

me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom
of Gode Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall
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not receive the kingdom of Ged as a little

child, he shall not enter therein. And He

took them up in His arms, put His hands upon

them, and blessed them. (Mark 10:13-16)

Lois E. LeBar has drawn a contrast between this Bcripture,
which is found in the three Synoptic Gospels: (Matte 19:13-15; Mark
10:13-16; and Luke 18:15-17), and Luke 1L:23, which reads as follows:

"Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in,"
Miss LeBar says that the children are eager to come if only adults
will not hinder themozh Whereas the world often has barred the baby
from many a public meeting and some people refuse to sit beside a
mother with a baby on a bus or train, nevertheless, the Cradle Roll
stands as a witness that the child is the hope of the future. The
Sunday School through the outstretched arms of this department makes a

place for the baby,

To the Family. The Cradle Roli Department realized the impor-
tance that every child be given a wholesome atmosphere in which he
might develop. The department renders a valuable service to the family
by stimulating a better interest at home for the best things in life.
Through this department, the child and his home are in a perfectly
scriptural way connected with the church and made to feel its interest
in him.25

Relative to the development of the spiritual life of the child,
the Cradle Roll Department aids the family in establishing a well-
ordered Christian home.26 Maxine Gerber has pointed out that the chief
function and importance of the Cradle Roll toc the home is that of

assisting the home in the Christian Education of the very young child,
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This is true, for the Cradle Roll is a "feeder" of the Sunday School,
The Cradle Roll Department serves the family in helping them to
have a deep concern not only for their children, but for children all
over the world.28 The church must seize every opportunity to further the
Gospel, to work for understanding, good will, love, and mutual help-
fulness between the home and the church. There is a need for workers
who know how to use the Cradle Roll Department in the most effective
way as an enlargement agency of the Sunday School. Through the workers
of this department, the church will fulfill a part of its ministry to
the family that might not have been fulfilled had it not been for this

department.29

To the Church. The Cradle Holl Department is the very foundation
of the Sunday School ministry. From this department will come the be-
ginners who will grow up to be prim;ries and juniors and eventually pass
from the Children's Division intc the intermediate age groups.BO While
the Cradle Roll is primarily an extension department of the school, it

nevertheless renders a valuable service to the entire church program.
Unsaved fathers and mothers are led, through the use of the Bible, to
want to know Jesus as Saviour. Those who are already Christian are en-
couraged to continue in their faith and the bond of fellowship is
strengthened by the monthly visits of the worker.31 (the worker is
discussed in another part of this chapter).

The importance of the Cradle Roll Department to the church is
seen in the fact that the National Sunday School Standard of the Assem-

blies of God has included it as an integral part of the program. It is

listed as"feature 11" with a possibility of the local church earning L
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points toward the achievement of their goal.

Another important area in which the department is an aid to
the church is in that of enlisting leaders for the various positions
throughout the church. An immediate task which most mothers could
£ill is that of nursery attendant. They can not only be near their
own baby, but in many churches they can hear the sermon. It might be
said that through the Cradle Rolly; the church gets the parents, and
through the parents, the church will gain new vitality in the admitt-
ance of new childrens.

Through the Cradle Roll Deparitment, there may be developed one
of the greatest soul-winning organizations in the church. Indeed the
opportunity is to be seen. Already many mothers and fathers and other
relatives have been won to Christ by the workers of this deparitment,
This has been accomplished by the earnest labors of the workers who
have shown their interest and the interest of their church for the

child and his parents.33

C. The.Psychological -Bases for:the:Cradle Roll Department
1. The Nature and Characteristics of the Cradle Roll Child

Physical. The physical development of a person is dependent
to a large extent upon the first 3 years of life, for during this
period most of their learning has to do with discoveries of their
physical make-up and things that their bodies cannot do.3h

Their activities are mainly in the realm of the five senses.

Small children do not require much more than to be kept clean, warm,

dry, well fed, and have a quiet, comfortable place in which to sleep.35
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The new born child is completely dependent upon those around
and about him. While he has a system for taking on and caring for
nourishment, he nevertheless must have the care and the attention of
others,

The baby cannot see as adults do. He cannot focqs his eyes for
some weeks and he can do little more than distinguish light from dark-
nesse. The two senses, sight and smell, are developed rapidly.

One of the most important things about the early physical de-
velopment and growth is the appetite of the childe The baby is active

36

and requires many feedings in the early months.” Clarence H. Benson
said that during the first 6 months the weight of a child is doubled and
the first three years his weight doubles li times. He further said that
in the first year the height increases 50 per cent and in the first
three years, 75 per cent.

A child needs much activity and nature has provided that unless
hindered, he will automatically take that exercise which he needs.
Therefore, the child's arms and legs should be free so that he can move
easily.37 Within the child, there is being generated energy that seeks
an outlets The outlet for this energy should be well provided for; for
unwise repression of a child's activities will result in irritability
and vervousness, friction and unhappiness, as well asaweakened will,
and charac*ber.38

Professor Athearn said that a child of 11 months will.recognize
pictures, and long before he can talk, he will enjoy the harmony of
sound.,

The importance of physical development has been recognized by

the public school systeme They now have men and women who are



. specialists in the field of physical education, but there are in-
dications that a need for the full development of the moral and re-
ligious qualities is being felt.39 Just as Jesus did not separate his
physical ministry from his spiritual ministry, so the staff of the
Cradle Roll will have to become familiar with the physical needs of

early childhood. Parents often turn to the Cradle Roll workers for
Lo

help in this area just as in others.
The child, physically, is an actor, He is seldom content to

sit still and listen. He likes to handle things and sometimes adults

are amnoyed by his activities. Of this activity, Dr. Benson sayss

The chief business of the infant is to
grow, and with a continuous round of eating,
sleeping and exercising he does groWeeesocses

The activity is essential to development.
e s oGrowth means simply increase in size. De-
velopment is a change in the character of the
body tissues which makes maturity and strength.

The nervous system requires a response to
impressions. Impressions are constantly going
to the brain over the sensory nerves and the answer
that is returned over the motor nerves generally
manifests itself through the muscles...The entire
brain and nervous system suffer if motor activity
is lacking during the growing period. The develop-
ment of future mental powers lies in the improve-—
ment by the child of such opportunities as may be
provided for the investigation of the senses and
the testing of muscular control...Instincts impel
actions. The instinct of curiosity manifests itself
in the touching, taking and tearing actions of every
babyes.In action alone can the child acquire know-
ledge for himself.sslittle children who have not
acquired the reserve of adults generally say just what
they think., The infant, as th unable to talk, ex-
presses his thoughts action.

Mental., Students of childhood say that in these early years

a child will learn many things that he will forget, but they tend al-

ways to keep the attitude and appreciations they develop.
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As one looks at the new baby, he is reminded that-heredity
plays a great part in the life of a child, but one must also con-
sider the importance of emrironmen‘b.hh Dr. Benson illustrated this
when he told of a woman who came to him seeking advise concerning the
religious education for her childe. Her problem concerned the age at
which she should start her child to Sunday School, When told that the
child was five years old, Dr. Benson told her that she should not de-
lay any longer, for she had lost the best five yearseh5

The most important emotional need of a child is to be found in

the simple word, love, This manifests itself early in the life of a

small child. In the Manual for Cradle Roll Workers, Polock and Stoner

used the following illustration to show the importance of love.

A little three-year—old girl, who had be~
come an orphan was wanted by two families for .
adoption, One lady offered her toys, pretty
clothes, playthings, "anything you want." The
other lady could not afford to offer her an abun-
dance of material things, but she loved the little
girl on sight, and when the orphan was asked to
choose between the two ladies, she chose the second
one unhesitatingly. The little girl's soul was
starving for affection;hgaterial objects could not
take the place of loves

Another emotional instinct is fear. There are only two fears
in the baby's equipment at birth., These are the fear of sudden loud
noises and the fear of falling, All other fears are acquired. The
baby needs a sense of security, and understanding parents will help
him to conquer his fears.

The child learns from the minute he is awake. This is due
largely to his strong curiosity. He learns by observing, asking ques—
tions. His vocabulary is limited but by the time he is two or three,

he will use about three hundred words. At the age of three, he will
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be using nearly a thousand words. Nina Arnold and Flora Sprinkle in

their Manual for Workers in the Nursery Class, have asked the question,

"Can we assume that other learning is taking place at the same rapid
rate?" L8

Some have said that by the time a child is two years old his
personality is already established and can be changed only with great

difficulty. They say that fundamental attitudes toward life are firmly
L9

fixed by the time a child is five years of age.

In his thesis, "Christian Evangelism and the Preschool Child,!
Ralph Wilde has noted the following with relation to the impressions
made upon the preschool child:

The Preschool children are highly receptive.
They have to become hardened by sin. Their con-
sciences are relatively tender, their hearts are
open, their minds are impressionable, their wills
are relatively pliable, and their faith is simple.
They can become keenly alive to Jesus!? %8ve. They
can learn to cast their cares upon Him.

In quoting Ee W. Thornton, concerning the impression made on
the preschooler, Wilde wrote:

The key word to the period known as early
childhood is receptivity. The child mind

is eagerly open to impressions. Impressions
are its food=--and its poison., Little chil-
dren, because of their lack of experience,
their general immaturity and helplessness,

must depend upon their seniors for everythinge..
Confidence in grownups is natural to chi%i—
hood and is destroyed only by deception.

Again, Wilde, in quoting E. W. Praetorius says that adults
have so many side issues, while faith is natural to a child.52Lois
LeBar says that the most favorable soil for sowing the seed of the
Word is the plastic heart of a childe She says that the child is re-

ceptive, while most adults are worldly, skeptical, and materialistic°53
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Bernice T, Cory said of the mental characteristics that the
child.is timid; afraid of crowds. He has imaginary fears. He needs
individual attention and likes "parallel play." He doesn't know how
to play with others. She also said that he needs consistent disci-
pline and that isolation is goode Furthermore, she said that he tires
easily, desires to please parents or teacher, and he needs love, un-

5k

derstanding, and security.

Spirituale Just as the physical and mental characteristics of
a child are developed to a great extent before the age of three, so
the spiritual life of the child is greatly affected by the factors which
come into his life before that age.

Psychologists say that the baby is sensitive to all types of
"atmosphere) some of which are: music, noise, peace, and quite, love
and tenderness of good parents or grudging and improper care of un—
fit parentss emotional tension of parents and other members of the

55

family, or the serene spirit of a well-ordered Christian home.
Wilde said that the home makes early impressions upon the child,
so evangelism should begin at home at an early age. He sald that the
éxperiences or impressions even of the first year have a bearing upon
a child's feligious perspective. He quoted Harry C, Munro as saying
that parents are teachers from the time their children are born,
whether they intend to be or not. Wilde further said that Robbie
Trent, in answering the question concerning the time when he should
start teaching his child of God, said that he is teaching him every
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