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By looking at how early
Friends used the term truth,
we may discern what
contributes to good soil for
good seed and good growth.

When Early Friends inquired about church growth they
asked, “Is Truth prospering?” These God-intoxicated peo-
ple (nicknamed Quakers) called themselves the “Publishers
of Truth.” They intended no arrogance but rather a pas-
sionate conviction that Christ is Lord.

Today, progressives and conservatives differ over the
value of certain church growth strategies. Conservatives fear
loss of message, progressives loss of opportunity. Reexam-
ining our heritage may shed light upon an inevitable tension
in Christian outreach. The 17th century Quaker awakening
of the church gathered 50,000 adherents within a dozen
years and a hundred thousand by the end of the century
despite persecution, hardship, and political harassment.

Why such rapid evangelization and discipline? The
emphasis upon “Truth” is a key. The importance of that
emphasis may be seen by this hypothetical (but typical)
scenario. John and Mary Doe write home about their move
to a new state. They like their jobs. The kids are making
new friends at high school. Oh. .. they are attending a
“Bible Church” now. (“It has such lively music and the
people are friendly.”)

There is no mention of the strong and historic Friends
meeting in their city. Three hundred years of Quaker
heritage is swapped for lively music and a firm handshake
at the door. Multiplication of this scenario explains why
Friends in a mobile American society (even after years of
management and church growth seminars) are not sustain-
ing a net conversion growth. We have scrambled for the
new shopping centers and into the latest “successful” pro-
grams. It’s how we keep our heads above water. Give us
dynamic leaders, we cry, tossing aside organizational bonds
of unity and jeopardizing basic beliefs and practices.

Am I overstating the conservative case? Maybe; if so,
the hyperbole is instructive. The progressive view is well-
stated by Orville Winters in recent issues of Quaker Life.
Schooled in church growth methods, and in theology, this
dynamic minister holds out a growth vision for 1,500
members of the Fresno, California, Friends Church, ringed
with 15 smaller growth cells. I wish them well. Smallness
can be very dull and of no particular virtue (although I
would prefer six or eight centers of worship for the same
number of persons, strongly linked in a common faith and
gospel order.)

A desire for a church that is strong, vigorous, and alert to the
possibilities and dangers of compromise in a materialistic society
has prompted Arthur O. Roberts to express this concern for
recapturing the vision of early Friends. Scholar, teacher,
author, and preacher, Arthur Roberts is professor of religion
and philosophy at George Fox College, Newberg, Oregon. “The
Prospering of Truth” is adapted from lectures given at George
Fox College and Western Evangelical Seminary.

BY ARTHUR O. ROBERTS

TR

“As much as I might wish otherwise,” Winters once
wrote, “growth has little connection with truth; people stay
or leave in accordance with how they feel socially.” So, it’s
back to the music and the handshake! Winters is a prag-
matist (realist, if you prefer) who doesn’t want to turn peo-
ple off with Quaker doctrine. But he does not want to fly
under false colors, either. He walks a narrow ridge and
wants theologians to keep him on it.

We need to hear it from this progressive, just as
slumbering Quakers heard it from Allen Jay a century ago
on behalf of revival meetings. But let’s also hear it from
the conservatives, who fear false colors.

It is generally asserted that the growing churches are
conservative in theology, which implies that theological
truth claims social reasons are not basic to growth. If thisis
so, then what is wrong with the Quaker understanding of
truth? (I’m not talking about the label Quaker but about
Quaker convictions about the Gospel.) If it is social
reasons that produce growing churches, including socially
acceptable doctrines rather than naked truth, then we need
a conservative warning about false colors.
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I’m not clear whether truth is advancing or receding

through church growth methods. Maybe everyone just
passes the discipling task on down the line—a fault of
technologists everywhere—and clever cult leaders finally fill
the void by peddling easy maturity along with mail-order
degrees.

Let’s look at how early Friends used the term truth. We
may discern what contributes to good soil for good seed and
good growth.

(1) The early Quakers used the term convincement fo
describe conversion. The term connotes being gathered in-
to truth. Truth as used by Friends combined intellectual as-
sent with willing obedience. To experience Christ was more
than having a “notion” about Him. But it was also more
than an emotional feeling or a magical transaction.

George Fox described how persons were “confirmed in
the Truth and came to be convinced of it and stand in it.”
Consider his famous missionary call: “Let all nations hear
the word by sound or writing. Spare no place, spare no
tongue, nor pen; but be obedient to the Lord God . . . be
valiant for the Truth upon the earth . . ..”
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Barclay phrased it this way: “As soon as God revealed
his truth among them they began to travel throughout the
land, preaching and propagating the truth in the market-
places, the highways, the streets, and public temples.” It
was reported that Alexander Skein, a Scottish magistrate,
was “overcome by the power of truth.”

When the valiant sixty preached Christ they preached
Him as Truth. Conviction for sin led to convincement
about righteousness. Righteousness is the moral content of
Truth. To be converted was to be wholly convinced that
Jesus Christ is right, and with the baptism of the Holy Spirit
one is empowered to obey Him. The early Quakers did not
buy time socially before preaching the fine print about
Christian obedience. They did time for righteousness’ sake
and scribbled on the walls, “Truth can live in the jails.”

(2) Quakers used the term Truth to convey victory
over sin. Consider this typical statement. “And do not
think that anything will outlast the Truth . . . for the good
will overcome the evil; and the light, darkness; and the life,

“ .. be valiant for the Truth
upon the earth.”

death; and virtue, vice; and righteousness, unrighteous-
ness.” Coming into Truth was to live in the new Zion. This
conviction contrasted with Puritan “preaching up sin to the
grave.” Quakers thought such cheap grace nullified the
cross of Christ and denied the resurrection by disclaiming
the victory Christ’s blood purchased.

While the Fifth Monarchists waited around for the sec-
ond coming, Fox announced that the kingdom was already
in England and people could live in it—a truth claim more
sobering than speculations about Armageddon. From atop
Pendle Hill Fox saw a people to be gathered to the Lord out
of the darkness of priestly, sin-ridden religion, into the light
of Christ’s own kingdom. He understood Christ to be the
“Prophet like unto Moses” who liberated people from the
oppression of sin as well as its guilt.

“Truth has come to take its rightful place,” said
Barclay, and “truth is not merchandise” cried Fox in words
sharply prophetic for our times. Deceit requires a greater
advertising budget than truth. And this leads to the next
point.

(3) Early Friends understood the victory of Christ over
evil as a victor of truth over deceit. The early missionaries
were charged to “walk cheerfully over the world,” by
honest living preaching to all sorts of people, answering to
the convicting witness of God within them. And then he
wrote, “Spare no deceit. Lay the sword upon it; go over it;
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“BECAUSE SATAN COMES AS
AN ‘ANGEL OF LIGHT THE STEPS
FROM INTEGRITY TO DECEIT
ARE SUBTLE.”

keep yourselves clear of the blood of all men, either by
word, or writing, or speaking.”

Early Friends believed the church of their day had
become apostate because it had accommodated to deceit.
“Steeple house religion,” under whatever name, had sold
out to unrighteousness, had become trapped by worldliness.
This “liberalism” Quakers believed consisted of political ac-
commodation, of trading freedom for security, of condon-
ing persecution in order to retain special privilege.

In my judgment the “new liberalism” threatening
American churches is cultural accommodation. This is
especially true for evangelical churches only recently earn-
ing their day in the sun, and especially vulnerable because
of the legitimate (but abused) emphasis upon relational
theology.

Answering deceit took various forms. Early Friends
challenged idolatrous caste systems by refusing hat honor to
judges. They decried vanity in dress and manners, the

“Hidden traps surround
church growth greens.”

deceit of state-imposed religion, the deceit of limited elec-
tion, the deceit of commercialized violence, politicized
violence, economic violence, psychological violence.

Fox once told a judge to imprison the Book that for-
bids oaths rather than the Christian standing faithful to it.
The joke went around the taverns while Fox served time in
Scarborough prison, unprotected from the cold all winter.
Incredible! But he was challenging deceit by governments
that had successively leveraged its citizens with loyalty
oaths. Such obedience to Jesus’ words testifies powerfully
to the authority of Scriptures.

Early Quakers tried to “think soberly,” which meant to
consider how actions speak. “Life-style” is the current
term. Many younger Friends understand John Woolman’s
concern that his luxuries came at the cost of exploitation.
And although slavery has been abolished, other forms of
exploitation have not. We do well to listen to those who
warn against consumerism. Let integrity, not opulence,
mark our private and public witness.

Because Satan comes as “an angel of light” the steps
from integrity to deceit are subtle. Consider this. If it
works for a successful executive, why wouldn’t it work fora
church to retain as consultant a wardrobe engineer? (After
all, we hire architects to improve appearances.)

Maybe the choir robes are too inflammatory, perhaps
the carpet should be brighter, the pulpit designed in Den-
mark. Perhaps if the minister drove a grey Mercedes and
wore the best dark suits he could dispense with laborious
group decision making. Perhaps if the building were
relocated in a better class neighborhood . . . if the product
were processed within homogeneous packaging . . . if his-
toric denominational names were obscured under euphe-
misms such as “New Life,” “Bible,” “community” . . . if

the sermons were always positive . . . if people enjoy each
other . . . more rolicking music and firmer handshakes,
please. Like priest, like people; like people, like priest.
Hidden traps surround the church growth greens.

Ad writers know the market value of that slow slide to
deceit. They scrambled to capture it, at $125,000 per
minute prime time, when computers trended “evangelical is
in.” Gehazi masked his leprosy and chased again after
Naaman (since Guyana, however, Nelson Eddy and Jean-
nette McDonald love duos have replaced “Peace in the
Valley”). Don’t ever confuse the false Christ of cultural
convenience with the true Christ of Scripture.

(4) The early Quakers understood that peace was the
means proportionate to truth. This is their public record,
1659: “The spirit of Christ, which leads us into all truth
will never move us to fight and war against any man with
outward weapons, neither for the Kingdom of Christ, nor
for the Kingdoms of this world.” What a powerful declara-
tion! Swept away are all the pleas to put the infidel to the
sword, to use the Marines to protect missions from Com-
munism, to protect oil by CIA intrigue, or to call in the
guerilla warrior to bring justice by a bloody coup.

During the Vietnam war a Quaker preacher spoke for
peace on a Christian college campus. He was harassed for
it, and some local Friends wrung their hands nervously lest
their “good image” be marred by this “radical.” But you
know, at least one student was convinced of the Truth, and
is now a Friend. One chapel speech, one convincement of
Christ as Lord, one member. The church growth pace
could be slower.

Actually, there is great openness among Christians to
this Quaker insight into the Gospel. “Stand fast by your
convictions,” Vernon Grounds said to me recently; “the
other churches need this biblical message” insisted this
president of Conservative Baptist Seminary, Denver, Col-
orado. Commitment to the nonviolent means of Christian

“Peace was the means
proportionate to truth.”

outreach and discipleship is an evangelical doctrine, involv-
ing not just resistance to militarism, but also a way of life
free from deceit and manipulation.

Pondering 2 Corinthians 10:4, “The weapons of our
warfare are not worldly but have divine power... .”
Robert Barclay wrote: “There are those who find it
necessary to wrestle with flesh and blood when they cannot
prevail with the Spirit and with the understanding. Not
having spiritual weapons, they go about with earthly
weapons to establish Christ’s kingdom, which they can
never do. When their motives have been well sifted, it is
found that self-love and the desire for others to bow to
them outweigh the love of God.”

(Continued on page 28)




ARTHUR O. ROBERTS

WILLIAM A. MILLER

DENNIS HAGEN

2
6
8 :

THE PROSPERING
OF TRUTH

IT’S OK TO BELIEVE
THAT YOU COUNT

THE CERTIFICATION
OF MUSIC MINISTERS

MILTON AND MISSIONARY VOICE:
WYNONA ROSS MEXICAN FRIENDS . ..
ROGER KNOX HEALING? ...
ESTHER HESS TENTMAKING . ..
LOUISE GEORGE QUARTERLY MEETING
C. W. PERRY GOING DEEPER:
DISCIPLESHIP
JACK L. WILLCUTS 13 EDITORIALS
REGULAR FEATURES

Meeting Life’s Crises 14/ Friends Write 14/ First Day News 15
Once upon a Time 19/ The Face of the World 20/ Over the Teacup 22
Friends Concerns 23/ Friends Gather 25/ Friends Record 27

“And now one more announcement that didn’t get in the bulletin . ...”

MAY 1979 5

COVER

Good soil, good seed, good growth? (Photo
by Shirley Putman.)

ANTECEDENTS

Though we never purposely foster contro-
versy in the Evangelical Friend, we seldom
reject concerns that polarize opinions on
certain issues. In recent editions one topic
has obviously touched sensitive minds.

In February and March the subject of the
Friends ministry was dealt with in three arti-
cles: “Where Are the Young Ministers?”
“Your Pastor: Fact or Fiction?” and “What
Do You See from the Pulpit, Pastor?”

Some responses to these subjects are
published in this issue in the “Friends
Write” and “Meeting Life’s Crises” sec-
tions. | wish to call special attention to a
testimony by retired pastor John Fank-
hauser (page 14), a concern that has been
building in his heart for months. | empha-
size his article, not because of our 25-year
friendship, but because he gets to the heart
of what is the Friends ministry. Stripping
all else aside—the joys and frustrations,
success and failure, low and high salaries—
he believes it is first and foremost a lifetime
call of and commitment to God!

This healthy interchange of opinions may
be just beginning. The next topic could well
be “church growth.” Arthur Roberts’s “The
Prospering of Truth” opens that door this
month, in June’s issue Norval Hadley walks
in with obvious personal conviction with
“Suggestions for a Plateaued Church.”

A meeting of the minds somewhere be-
tween the extremes usually results from our
publishing such diverse viewpoints. And
isn't that the Quaker way? —H.T.A
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Its
ok

believe

that
you
count

By WiLLiAM A. MILLER

HE ONLY valid answer to the ques-

tion, “Why do some people have a

poor self-image?” is “Because that is
what they want.” That may be a very
broad and sweeping statement, but the
more | deal with people the more I am per-
suaded that it is accurate. Anyone who has
a poor image of herself has it because that is
what she wants to have. We know you can
have a positive and healthy image of
yourself no matter what your situation
because positive self-image does not have to
be dependent on external circumstances.
No one has to have a poor image of himself
or herself. No one has to believe that she is
worthless.

Of course this isn’t all that palatable to
some people with poor self-image, and they
may disagree quite loudly., This is usually
the case with people who are getting sub-

stantial mileage out of their poor self-image
and having many of their needs met by it. If
you tell them that it’s really OK to believe
that they count, they will tell you that you
simply don’t understand their situation: “If
you knew the kind of home situation I came
out of (I am existing in now) you would
know why my self-image is so terrible.”
“You are fogetting that ‘he that exalteth
himself shall be abased, and he that hum-

Dr. William Miller is director of the
Department of Religion and Health at
Fairview Hospital, Minneapolis,
Minnesota. This article is taken from his
book, You Count—You Really Do!
published by Augsburg Publishing House
and has been released courtesy of the
Evangelical Press Association. ’

“You are
much more
responsible for,
and
in control of,
your destiny
than you care
to admit.’

bleth himself shall be exalted.” 1 simply
cannot think too highly of myself.” “I’'m
sorry but I’ve just never been much good;
everything 1 touch turns to junk. It is just
unrealistic for me to think well of myself.”
“If you knew my track record of perform-
ance you’d know why my image of myself is
so poor.”

Now simply telling these people that their
responses are nothing more than rationali-
zations will do no good at all, but will
rather give them a feeling of rejection, and
that will only serve to make matters worse
and reinforce their poor self-image. It is
necessary primarily to accept the fact of
their poor self-image clearly and with em-
pathy. Only then is it appropriate to sug-
gest: “If you would really /ike to improve
your image of yourself I think you can find
that it is possible.”

Ruts of course are quite difficult to get
out of. If you have enough needs being met
by having a low self-image, you will not be
very motivated to improve it. Even if you
are experiencing some discomfort having
such a poor image of yourself, you may
resist doing anything about it because the
pain of change is sure to be greater than the
discomfort of the poor self-image you are
experiencing now. It is perhaps easier,
costs less, and is less risky to continue in
your pain and agony than to pay the price
and experience the pain of changing or
modifying. As the saying goes, old shoes
may be in bad shape, but they are certainly
less painful than breaking in new ones.

So one of the very first things that we
have to deal with is motivation. Is a
healthy, positive self-image really what you
want? Do you really want to feel good
about yourself, see yourself as a worthwhile
person, and be able to say, “I count, [ really
do”? Are you for you and not against you?

Now virtually everyone says “yes” to
those questions; but I have dealt with
enough people to know that not everyone
actually means it. And that becomes very




clear when they do nothing about their im-
age—when they do nothing to change old
habits, patterns, and behaviors.

You are not going to be changed. There
is not some magical act that will take place
and remake you. There is no prince or
princess to come along and with a kiss
change you from an ugly frog into a beauti-
ful maid or a dashing young man. How-
ever, that is the expectation of many people
who have a poor and lowly image of them-
selves. And when it doesn’t happen they
say, “See, I knew I wouldn’t change.”

A key issue here is to recognize how
much you are responsible for, and in con-
trol of, your own destiny. I am constantly
amazed at how often people use the phrase
“I can’t” when what they actually mean is,
“] don’t want to.” Truthfully what they
are saying is, “I could if I wanted to, but I
don’t want to; therefore, I can’t.” By say-
ing “I can’t” you tend to give the impres-
sion that you are controlled by an outside
force and you have no choice; therefore you
are not responsible. And that, frankly, is
very convenient; it protects you from a lot
of accountability.

You are much more responsible for, and
in control of, your destiny than you care to
admit. You are not as powerless as you
prefer to think you are. For every one time
the words “I can’t” are true, there are one
hundred times that they are only a dodge
from responsibility.

Of course you are not unlimited and om-
nipotent. It is somewhat ludicrous and ex-
tremely arrogant to say, “There is nothing I
cannot do.” The old adage “Where there’s
a will there’s a way” is not always true. Un-
fortunately people sometimes set for them-
selves arbitrary and even impossible goals.
It would be futile for me to say, “I will
specialize in theoretical physics and become
a renowned scientist.” T have neither the
talent, the aptitude, nor the intelligence.

Fortunately, very often if the ability is
genuinely lacking the desire will be too; but
this is not always true. People do come up
with some wild ideas about what they will
do or what they will become that are totally
foreign to their genuine selves. And then,
too, this happens when people strive to
become and be what someone else has told
them they “ought to” become or be, even
though it is quite contrary to their real
selves,

But people have a tendency to lean much
more in the direction of claiming to be
limited and powerless than in the direction
of being responsible and in control. And if

“Parents,
vow nhot to
perpetuate

what you
experienced
as a child’

you have a poor self-image you are all the
more likely to do this.

1 said earlier that there is a degree of
desirability about staying in the ruts of old
patterns and not changing. The payoffs
may appear to be negative but they are still
payoffs. Pain and suffering has its bene-
fits. There is a certain amount of comfort
in the known and the already-experienced.
There is a degree of security in remaining in
the old well-known, often-practiced, self-
defeating behaviors. Staying in this pattern
makes life predictable—you know what to
expect. Changing might provide you with
some other experiences—many that you
often find yourself wishing you could have;
but that would thrust you into the un-
known, which would only make life more
unpredictable—you would not always
know what to expect.

Sometimes the whole experience of life
seems to get reversed so that the generally
normal becomes abnormal and vice versa.
Feeling good about yourself can be
“wrong,” and feeling guilty or bad or
worthless can be “right.” Sometimes pain
and punishment can be a reward and may
actually be perceived as love. Once there
was a young man admitted to our adoles-
cent psychiatric unit who manifested a con-
siderable amount of aggressive feelings.
After he had been on the unit for a day he
said to a staff member, “You people don’t
really like me, do you?” When asked why
he thought that, he replied, “Well, nobody
beats me.” His system was so reversed that
to him physical punishment was an indica-
tion of being loved, and when it didn’t hap-
pen he believed no one cared.

Besides fearing the unknown that will
come about if you act and change, you will
not forget that changing may mean that you
might have to admit to yourself that you
were wrong. And for people with poor
self-image that may be rather undesirable.
It is not an uncommon attitude in people to
go on for years making the same mistake
over and over rather than to admit to their
mistake and cut their losses. Stockbrokers
are forever encouraging clients to sell off
their “dog,” take their loss and reinvest in a
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security that is more substantial, lower risk,
and that will provide growth and profit,
albeit in the longer run. However many in-
vestors, myself included, tend to be stub-
born and hang onto their “dogs,” unrealist-
ically believing that someday they will “turn
around and take off running.” What usual-
ly happens is that the investor only ends up
losing more money.

There is a strong motivation to remain in
your “mistake,” and the longer you are in it
the more difficult it is to get out of it. Con-
sider for example the matter of the in-
fluence of home and family on the develop-
ment of your self-image. So you kad a rot-
ten experience in developing your image of
yourself and you concluded that you were
worthless. You may say with even some
evidence of anger, “How can I change?
What can I possibly do about the way I was
brought up? I can’t help having the image
of myself that I have.”

Alright. Your mother told you when you
were a girl that you would surely go to hell
if you were ever proud of yourself or what
you did, thought you were bright or pretty,
or had “bad” thoughts. Alright. Your
father told you when you were a boy that
you were dumb, all thumbs, couldn’t do
anything right, and would never amount to
anything. And you believed him; you
believed then that he was right. But now
you know better. Now you know that you
made a mistake. Now you know that you
were wrong.

You may certainly be angry with them
that they gave you a bum steer when you
were a child, but all that is past history and
there is nothing you can do about THAT,
except continue to hang onto it as a reason
(excuse) for having a poor self-image. They
may never change. And even if they did, it
really would not affect your image of
yourself. Only you can do that, now.

What you can do is stop behaving as
though you still believe them. If you truly
do not believe them anymore, stop behav-
ing as though you do. You do not Aave ro.
You may be justifiably angry with them,
but trying to settle the account or “get
even” with your parents may do more harm
than good to both you and them. This
usually only causes more trouble and pain
and simply raises more issues that never
really get resolved. Instead, you can admit
your mistake of having believed them too
long, accept the fact of your loss, and
reinvest your “capital” in a healthy and
positive image of yourself.

‘And if you plan to become a parent or
are a parent yourself, vow not to perpetuate
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what you experienced as a child. Do not
pass your old self-hate on to your children.
Be careful about telling your kids what to
do, particularly when it has nothing to do
with their health or safety. All that does is
to teach them that they don’t really know
anything, that their ideas are no good and
of no account, that someone else always
knows better than they, and that what they
want doesn’t really matter.

Be careful not to correct all their ideas
because that will teach them that they are
always “wrong” and “need” correction.
Try not to solve all their problems for them
so that they will do things “right” ; that will
only teach them that they are incapable of
solving their problems and will probably
never be able to do anything right. Give
them at least as much positive feedback as
negative; compliment them at least as much
as you criticize them. Try not to limit your
praise only to their doing and being what
you want or tell them to do or be. That will
teach them that they are acceptable and
worthy of praise when they are behaving ex-
actly as someone else wants, and not wor-
thy of praise only when they act as
themselves. Try not to project your anger
onto them and blame them for “making”
you angry, because that will teach them that
they must blame themselves for other peo-
ple’s anger. Try not to punish them for
their expressions of anger because that will
only teach them to internalize their feelings
and not to trust their expression.

Helping to develop a good self-image in
your children is related very closely to the
image you have of yourself. If you have a
reasonably good image of yourself, your
children will probably grow up feeling good
about themselves. If, however, your own
self-image is poor, chances are strong that
your children will have a more difficult time
developing good self-images of their own.

That of course does not have to be. But
remember that the first question is never,
“How can I develop a positive image of
myself?” 1t is rather, “Do I really want to,
and do 1 have the courage to?” It was evi-
dent in the first part of the book that having
a poor self-image can indeed be rewarding.
Therefore it is imperative for a person to
come to grips with what needs of his are be-
ing met by hanging onto a poor self-image.
Unless you are willing to let go of those
payoffs, you will not let go of your poor
self-image. You need to take the chance
that you will find that the payoffs of a good
self-image are actually rmore rewarding,
fulfilling, productive, and satisfying than
the ones you’re getting now. feel

The
certification
of music
ministers

By DENNIS HAGEN

-'-HERE HAS BEEN a concern among
Northwest Quakers to formally recognize
the call of musicians to the ministry of the
church. Similar to the process of recording
ministers, musicians will now have the op-
portunity to study under the direction of
the Yearly Meeting Department of Fine
Arts for two years, culminating in a cer-
tification that recognizes God’s call to the
ministry and the completion of a two-year
program of study and internship in the
music program of a church.

The historical precedent for recognition
of music ministers is drawn from the Old
Testament. The introduction or title to
many of the Psalms reveals the dedicatory
statement “To the chief Musician.” This
individual was responsible for the organiza-
tion and performance of the temple musi-
cians, a corollary to the responsibility of
current music ministers.

Another example is drawn from the fact
that the tribe of Levi had been chosen to
care for the Tabernacle of the congrega-
tion. David gathered the leaders of the
Levites together in order to bring up the ark
from Obed-edom to the city of David, as
related in 1 Chronicles 15. He instructed
these leaders to appoint their brethren to be
the singers with instruments of music, psal-
teries, harps, and cymbals. When they
sounded the instruments, they were to lift

Dr. Dennis Hagen, professor of music at
George Fox College, is also chairman of
the Northwest Yearly Meeting Department
of Fine Arts. In cooperation with the
Department of Ministry of the Yearly
Meeting, a new type of credential is being
implemented for a ministry of music.
Professor Hagen gives the rationale and
description for this new type of recording
in Northwest Yearly Meeting. i

up the voice with joy in order to lead the
people in praise of God.

When the ark was brought to its new
destination, the parade was not unlike a
grand processional. David was so caught
up with the music accompanying the ark
that he began to dance and play. This was
a unique moment of ecstasy related to the
inspiration provided by a ministry of music.

The concern to recognize musicians in the
ministry of the Lord stems from these early
events. Even then, younger musicians were
instructed by the chief musician, who
presumably taught the various songs ap-
propriate to the worship of the day, be they
songs of praise or lamentation. The con-
cept of instruction as preparation of music
leaders remains as a necessary model for the
music ministry today.

The Yearly Meeting Department of Fine
Arts received a mandate from the Spiritual
Life Board to construct a program of study
that would be akin to the recording of
ministers, yet emphasize training in music.
This has been achieved and will become
operable as a formal certification process
beginning July 1979,

There are three aspects to the certifica-
tion program. The first is concerned with
process, the second with study, and the
third with practice.

PROCESS. The process of becoming a
certified music minister is identical to that
of recording with the exception that the cur-
ricular study is music and the supervision is
by the Department of Fine Arts, not the
Department of Ministry. The local church
first recognizes the call of God on the in-
dividual. The Spiritual Life Committee of
the local church recommends the musician
to the Area Spiritual Life chairman, who
confirms the call and recommends the per-
son’s name to the Yearly Meeting Depart-
ment of Fine Arts. After a two-year period
of instruction and internship, the Depart-
ment of Fine Arts recommends the can-
didate to the Yearly Meeting Spiritual Life
Board, which makes the final recommenda-
tion to the entire Yearly Meeting.

STU DY. The study aspect of certification
is also similar to the recording process. Cer-
tain books on theology, and Bible were
chosen from the bibliography used in the
recording of ministers. An additional sec-
tion on music was necessarily included. The
music books include the fields of music fun-
damentals and theory, music literature and
history, conducting, hymnology, and
church music. Actual music also is review-
ed. Included in this list are anthems, can-
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tatas, children’s and youth musicals, hym-
nals, Scripture choruses, and instrumental
music.

PRACTICE. The practice is defined as an
internship in a local church. Once the
music of the church has been studied, the
intern will direct music in a variety of situa-
tions. The local pastor will coordinate the
music activities through regular meetings
with the intern. Included in the internship
will be leading congregational singing and a
church choir as a minimum. The church
choir can be of any age, but must include
eight appearances within a year. The intern
must also lead an entire evening of musical
activity, usually defined as a cantata or
church musical. Supervision shall be pro-
vided by qualified musicians appointed by
the Department of Fine Arts. At least four
personal contacts will be made in the two-
year program.

The certification program was approved
by Northwest Yearly Meeting in July 1978.
The book list and formal procedures are be-
ing prepared by the Department of Fine
Arts this year. Candidates will be taken by
the committtee during the Yearly Meeting
sessions of 1979. All inquiries should be
directed to Northwest Yearly Meeting, P.O.
Box 190, Newberg, Oregon 97132.

B
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Found [t

Life is filled with questions
that so perplex our thought.
They tax our will,

But teach us still
That God has all things wrought.

There’s peace for us below,
though rumors rage and blow.
Oh, feel His hand
Upon the land.

I’ve found it and I know.

A troubled world we see,
which doesn’t have to be.
His life is new
And it’s for you.

Pve found it’s right for me.

—Robert A. Armstrong

Mexican
Friends Visit
Kansas
Friends

By MILTON AND WYNONA ROSS

It all began when we visited Mexico City
about six years ago and met the Martinez
family., This family is a “live testimony”
and a “tribute” to our EFA mission work.
One of the Martinez family, Lalo, lived
with us for six months in 1978, and he wish-
ed so much to come back. The Lord
granted that wish this year, and his whole
family, except for a married brother and
sister, arrived two days before Christmas.
With us they celebrated the birth of God’s
Son Jesus, who came to this world that each
of us, no matter what nationality, might be
saved and inherit the kingdom of God.
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It was a challenge to those in Haviland
who met the Martinez family personally to
be even more faithful in supporting our
church in Mexico City. We pray this will
happen to all of EFA.

We want to thank the Lord again for the
work accomplished while the Knights were
in Mexico and for the very capable mis-
sionaries carrying on now, Dick and Mary
Ann Martens and Dave and Kathy Ander-
son. [The Andersons have now had to
return to the States because of health
reasons.]

To Eliseo and Elena and their four boys,
Elmer, Hector, Enrique, and Lalo (all of
whom are in college) we say: Adios

Amigos, muchas gracias and Dios te ben-
diga!

Milton and Wynona Ross are active
laymen in the Haviland, Kansas, Friends
Church. They have served on various
boards of Mid-America Yearly Meeting
and have visited the EFA Mexican Mis-
sion work in Mexico City. The Martinez
Sfamily is shown above.

‘Healing?

O Yes, God
Still Does
That Too?

BY ROGER KNOX

This is an excerpt from a letter to EFM
Director Robert Hess from Roger Knox,
NWYM missions chairman, after
returning from a three-week trip to the
mission field in South America.

You remember when we were down in Tac-
na, Peru, the little girl sitting out in the con-
gregation unable to walk? I never will
forget how the Lord impressed me to
preach on healing that morning and then
remembered Gil George’s statement that
the church had already been praying and
fasting the day before concerning so many
who were sick in the church. While Quen-
tin Nordyke was preaching, I remember
thinking about that little girl. 1 was
remembering how you and I seemed to be
uneasy in our spirit that day as she was car-
ried out of the service, evidently not receiv-
ing the touch of the Lord for her healing. 1
guess I wrestled with that for quite a while.

Then about a month ago I was reading
and praying, preparing to preach on the
subject of faith. In doingso, I ran across a
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verse of Scripture, 2 Peter 1:5, 6. Peter is
saying, “...add to your faith... pa-
tience.” As I thought about that I began to
realize that what I had been adding to my
faith for the little girl, Santusa Ramos, was
not actually patience, but doubt. So 1
began to pray again, not demanding that
the Lord do it in my timing but believing
and having confidence that He would do it

Missionary Ed Cammack at the
bedside of Santusa Ramos, several
months before the Cammacks returned
to the States last summer.

in His timing. I found a relief as I began to
pray that way, surrendering it to the Lord
again.

It was several weeks later when I was at
Reedwood Friends Church in Portland,
helping with a missionary conference, that I
was talking with Ed Cammack. He was the
missionary living in Tacna before coming
home on furlough. He had known little
Santusa and began to tell me the larger
story of her sickness, which I had never
heard while in Tacna. He said that she had
been playing in a pig yard, evidently with
cuts on her feet, and had contracted some
kind of infection and disease. It had travel-
ed up through her legs, causing large
deposits of pus behind her knees, and pain-
fully affecting the joints.

She had also contracted pneumonia and
typhoid. Ed said she had been in the
hospital for about five months, and while
she was there they were able to cure the
typhoid and pneumonia, but they had final-
ly sent her home, telling her that they were
unable to do anything for this other disease
she had contracted playing in the pig yard.
What a hopeless case and lot seemed to be
hers!

We didn’t know all of this that day six
months or so ago when we saw her sitting in
the Tacna church. Now I can better under-
stand why she was screaming during the
prayer time as I realize the pain it must have
caused as they moved her down to the front
of the church. Ed said she couldn’t have
her legs moved without suffering severe
pain. Iremember, too, as they took her out
of the church screaming and crying, [
almost wanted to argue with the Lord:
“Lord, why did You tell me to preach like
this? Why did You tell me to share Your
healing powers when evidently You are not
going to touch this girl for whom You have
given me such a confidence to believe that
You would?” And now, months later,
adding patience to faith, I"d found such a
release.

Well, as I saw Ed Cammack at Reed-
wood Friends Church, he said he had just
received a letter from Fernando Choje, the
pastor at the Tacna church. Fernando said
that little Santusa Ramos, age 8, was now
running all over the place! The Lord had
miraculously healed her. How I praise God
for that and the new lessons He has taught
me about adding patience to my faith!  feg

Frvonds

Book Store

Serving Evangelical Friends with
the best in Evangelical Literature

A full service Christian
supply store featuring
Cambridge and World
Bibles, books from major
evangelical publishers,
George Fox Press Sunday
School literature, gifts
and supplies for
every occasion.

A service of the
Evangelical Friends Church,
Eastern Region since 1931.

Frbends
Book Store

Box 176
Damascus, Ohio 44619

A
‘“Tentmaking’
Ministry

ADAPTED By ESTHER HESS

“. .. and be ready always to give an answer
to every man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that is in you....” —I Peter
3:15

Shortly before Christmas, one of our
Gilead Friends, Mabel Wiseman, was hos-
pitalized at University Hospital in Colum-
bus. Her roommate was a young woman
from Taiwan, Sue Weng, who is studying
at Ohio State University. When Mabel’s
daughter Sheree Graham visited her moth-
er, she began to talk to Sue Weng. Sheree
discovered that Sue had studied botany
under Dr. Charles DeVol at the National
University of Taiwan.

Sheree then gave the December copy of
“Quaker Quill” [WMU paper of EFC-ER}
to Sue, and asked if she could read the
Chinese writing at the top. Tearfully she
read, “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”

Contacts were soon made by Charles
Robinson, several Gilead Friends, and by
Catherine Cattell and Ezra and Frances
DeVol—which gave Sue Weng the oppor-
tunity to converse with Friends in her native
fongue.

“And they ceased not to teach and
preach Jesus.” —Acts 6:42

(Catherine Cattell and Ezra and Frances
DeVol are retired missionaries. Catherine
and Ezra are brother and sister to Charles
DeVol and were born in China, where they
spent much of their childhood. Sheree
Graham is a certified “tentmaker.” Sheisa
member of Alum Creek Friends. She and
her husband Joe are assisting the Mansfield
Friends Church in their process of
relocating.) fel




Would You Walk Six
Miles to Quarterly Meeting?

By LoOUISE GEORGE

HE MOON FOUGHT through

' clouds to illuminate the lush jungle

valley around us. Bone weary froma
day’s drive from La Paz into the heart of
Bolivia’s Yungas country, we unrolled our
sleeping bags in the back of the pickup.
Besides, the long trip had been hours of
coaxing the pickup through muddy ruts.
Now we were squarely planted in the middle
of a seldom-used road that was rapidly be-
ing reclaimed by the surrounding jungle.
Still more than a mile from the church, we
had walked back out to stay with the truck
and equipment after the opening service of
Quarterly Meeting.

We first heard voices as we tied tarps over
the light plant and boxes of literature that
had been too heavy to carry to the church.
The heavy oppressive air hinted of more
rain before morning. Just as we finished
that task they approached us. In the light
of the moon we could see four men and
three women, each carrying a large bundle
on his back or a sleeping child. They
greeted us enthusiastically and eyed the
pickup hopefully. “O Pastor,” one said,
“you are driving up to the church. Won’t
you take us too?” Gil pointed to the four
wheels, hubcap-deep in mud. We couldn’t
take them or anyone else until the mud
dried enough to get out.

“We've come from Popoi to attend
Quarterly Meeting,” one man offered.
“Yesterday morning we rode a truck as far
as the river. Then we had to spend the
night while waiting for another truck to
come up to Caranavi. That trip took most
of the day, and we’ve just walked fiveand a
half miles. How much farther is it, Pastor,
to the church?”

“Just over a mile,” Gil said quietly, his
own face reflecting the amazement we all
felt as we watched this weary group.

The murmur of their voices died away up
the trail from us and we climbed into our
sleeping bags. But tired as we were, sleep
didn’t come easily.

For a long time we talked about those
four men and three women. We knew that
they represented, almost in its entirety, the
tiny church in the village of Popoi, a day’s
drive beyond Caranavi—or two days of

Gil and Louise George are first-term
missionaries under Northwest Yearly
Meeting in Puno, Peru. They have also
made occasional visits to oversee the
Friends churches on the coast of Peru.

driving mountain roads from La Paz.
Because of the distance and hazards during
rainy season, those believers had infrequent
visits from other believers and even fewer
from missionaries. The unspoken question
loomed large in our minds. “Why had they
come so far, at such apparent physical and
financial cost, just to attend a Quarterly
Meeting?” For these people, a day’s drive
had stretched into a two-day journey
becaue of infrequent truck traffic and miles
to be covered by foot.

The easy, obvious answer to that ques-
tion was simply that they were so hungry
for Christian fellowship that a hard two-
day journey was a small price to pay. But
that answer made me strangely uncomfort-
able. I wasn’t sure I would ever want
Christian fellowship that badly.

I tried to put myself in the rubber sandals
of one of those women with a sleeping baby
on her back, and as 1 did that Scout
meetings, PTA, ambitious sewing projects,
and pinch pleat draperies began to fall
away. Slipping from my mind’s eye were
all of the material possessions and worthy
projects to which I had clung, even though
a few years and several thousand miles
separated me from them. Plush carpets
and push-button dishwashers . . . bathtubs
and hot running water . . . soft beds and
percale sheets. Stripped of all of the things
that make up the marshmallow-cornered
world of the earth’s favored class, I saw
myself with little more than a thatched roof
over my head. And that, I knew, was how
these people lived. Whether low in the
Yungas or high on the windy altiplano, life
was often reduced to strict necessities—
food and shelter.

Another thing I observed as I stood there
in those imaginary shoes, with the false
security of material possession removed,
was the very brief span between life and
death. Life, after all, was but for a mo-
ment on this earth, and eternity was
forever. Suddenly Jesus loomed large, no
longer dwarfed by preoccupation with proj-
ects and possessions. I saw Him clearly as
the only real and lasting relationship any of
us has in a world where life can so easily be
reduced to scarcely more than the breath we
breathe. He is the strength, the only
substance of the fabric of my life and of my
Aymara brothers.

Then I knew why they came so far, those
men and women from Popoi. Jesus is that
important. ferl
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Discipleship

By C. W. PERRY

Acceptance of discipline is the price of
freedom. To be free to use the Scripture ef-
fectively, one must discipline himself to
spend time with the Scripture. To be free
to know the joy and power of the living
Christ within, one must discipline himself
to follow his master’s instructions.

Is discipleship going through a series of
Bible study booklets? Is it meeting one on
one with a “more mature” Christian
friend? Is it belonging to a small group or
attending Sunday school and worship regu-
larly? Yes, it may be one or more of these.
But there is more. True discipleship hap-
pens when we obey and help others to obey
what Jesus taught His disciples.

To be a disciple of Jesus must have been
a humbling and deeply satisfying position
for those first disciples who walked with
Him. And in this present age the most ful-
filled person alive is a disciple of our living
Lord.

Jesus said, “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples.” (John 8:31)

Elton Trueblood in The Company of the
Committed states, “Christianity has never
survived on the basis of mild and uncom-
mitted theism, it is certainly not likely to
survive on that basis today.” The in-
dividual Christian will not survive on un-
commitment either.

(Continued on next page)

This is the sixth in a series dealing with
the fundamentals of our Christian faith
from a scriptural perspective, often
touching on various aspects of our “faith
and practice” as Friends. C. W. Perry is
pastor of the fast-growing Rose Drive
Friends Church, Yorba Linda, California.
His church recently raised $172,000 for
missions in a Faith Promise conference.
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Jesus spelled out the steps of discipleship
for His followers. In Matthew 5:1-16 He
outlined the causes of a happy and fulfilled
life of discipleship.

POOR IN SPIRIT

First, we must recognize our spiritual
condition. We become a disciple when we
see ourselves as poverty-stricken spiritually.
Without the grace of God we cannot know
Christ or be a part of His kingdom. “Bless-
ed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:3) Disci-
pleship begins here. It includes a genuine
sorrow and mourning for our sinfulness.
Freedom, forgiveness, and blessing are
born at this point.

YIELDINGNESS

Second, our life-style takes on the image
of the living Lord through yieldingness to
the will of God. The meek will inherit all
the best of this life. Meek does not mean
weak. Corrie ten Boom is a modern-day
giant in meekness. Surely no one would
call her weak. Her yieldingness to the
Master enables her to be the kind of disciple
that inspires others to make or renew their
commitment to be Christ’s faithful disciple.

RIGHTEOUSNESS

Third, a strong, happy, and effective
disciple comes to that position by hungering
and thirsting for righteousness. Don’t
make “righteousness” too spiritual to at-
tain. Righteousness means, in part, right
living. Our prayer should not be, “O God,
make me righteous,” hoping to take on
some “you’re too good to be true” spiritual
status, Instead, to hunger and thirst with
all our being to obey God produces right
living. We no doubt have all done it both
ways. Can’t we bear witness that our great
joy, blessing, and effectiveness as Christ’s
disciple comes when we do it His way? It’s
called obedience.

My problem is not that I don’t know how
to live righteously. My problem, when I am
honest, is to be willing to live right.

MERCIFUL

Fourth, now my discipleship begins to
take form. It overflows in caring. Joy
comes to our tender hearts through mercy.

Kindness is a sure sign of Christ’s disciples.
“Going deeper” as a disciple of Jesus, for
thousands of Christians, could begin with
kindness in their homes. Paul reminds us
that “love is patient and kind.” What
household couldn’t stand a little more of
that? But mercy is much more. Mercy is
seeing people in the miserable consequences
of their sin. The late Dr. Bob Pierce used
to say, “Let my heart be broken with the
things that break the heart of God.”

Yet mercy is more than a broken heart.
Dr. Bob also said, “Don’t fail to do
something just because you can’t do every-
thing.” My discipleship is motivated to
obedience when I think of a third statement
of his. “God help us if we are only willing
to do what is easy to do. Rather, let us do
what God wants done.”

The Good Samaritan responded to the
man who fell into the hands of robbers and
was beaten. He “came where he was . . .
saw him . .. took pity... went to him
.. . bandaged him . . . pouring on oil and

wine . . . put the man on his own donkey
... took him . .. took care. .. took out
coins . . . gave them . , . I will return.” If

we are merciful, it is an evidence that we are
growing as a disciple.

PURE IN HEART

Fifth, the disciple that will see God is
pure in heart. To be pure in heart is to have
a heart that is single in its direction. The
“heart,” in Scripture, includes our emo-
tions, our intellect, and our will. It is the
center of man’s being and personality. To
be pure in heart is to be without hypocrisy,
single in purpose, and not divided. We
cannot mature as Christ’s disciples if we
have a divided heart. It is devastating when
one part wants God’s way in my life but
another part of me desires to control my
own life.

To be pure in heart also means to be
“cleansed,” without defilement. Ananius
and Sapphira did what seemed to be a won-
derful thing. They sold some land and took
part of the money to give to God’s work. It
seems so right, generous, and a spiritual act
on their part. What was wrong? It was
because of their impure motive. They gave
the impression to their fellow church
members that they were giving all the
money they had received. But in reality
they were holding back some (Acts 5:1, 2).
“. .. and brought only part of the money,
claiming it was the full price.”

The true disciple must live to the glory of
God in every respect. In simple terms, the
supreme desire of his life is to be pure in
heart.

PEACEMAKING

Sixth, another evidence of discipleship is
peacemaking. A disciple in a non-Christian
world is to be a peacemaker with a desire to
see other people discover that peace. We
are to have a passion that sends us out as
Christ’s ambassadors.

Not only are we to have a passion for
spiritual peace, we are to have a passion for
social peace as well, “If it be possible, as
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all
men.” (Romans 12:18)

Just for starters, try it at home. Making
peace is a rough and challenging occupa-
tion. It grows strong disciples.

PERSECUTION

Seventh, growing strong through the
storms will come by rejoicing in persecu-
tion. It’s not “if” you are persecuted, but
“when” you are persecuted, that you are to
rejoice.

With these seven causes in force, we're
ready to have an effect on our world and a
discipling ministry because of what we are.

Jesus said, “You are the salt of the
earth.” “You are the light of the world.”
(Matthew 5:13, 14) Salt preserves, it keeps
things from perishing. To stay salty puts a
pretty heavy responsibility on you and me.
If we have lost our saltiness, we are worth-
less.

“You are the light of the world.” Jesus
said, “I am the light of the world.” When
others see you do they see the light of
Jesus? If not they walk in darkness. We
are to be true disciples by reflecting the true
light of Christ.

The most sobering experience in my life
during the past few months happened one
day after a racquetball game. A man look-
ed me in the eye and said, “Pastor, I’ve
been going to write this to you, but instead
I'll just tell you. 1 really appreciate you. 1
hang on every word you say and I know
many others do, too.” And I thought, “O
God, help me. Without You moment by
moment in my life 'll lead them astray.
Please, Lord, allow me to be a clear light
for Your glory.”

The most effective discipleship that will
ever take place is for you and me to be
faithful disciples. Jesus told us how. It’s

our move and our opportunity. lem




By Jack L. WILLCUTS

The Common Christian Trait

It is love. This is the one quality the followers of Jesus have in
common. Without it, we are “sounding brass,” or ineffective
Christians. God is love.

Saying this is important, and necessary. But seeing it is equally
important. Upon reflection, I find the instances of demonstrated
love—kindnesses, caring, expressions of concern toward me—are
the moments in relationships with others that I remember best
and that have helped me most. Certain pastors I knew when
growing up, other Christians I have admired most are remem-
bered for the times they have taken time to talk, and listen.

The observed small acts of consideration toward others, a
courtesy shown that was not really expected or necessary-—these
are remembered. A college teacher who went out of his way to
encourage and express confidence in me as a person, not just as
a student. A friend who revealed to me the real meaning of
Christian friendship and seemed to respect and value my ideas
even more than I did myself. Older brothers and sisters who
were patient, giving up their own time and interests to include
me in their lives. An unexpected letter or card written simply
because a person cared and was thinking about me. A word of
appreciation expressed in a way that it was recognized as being
genuine.

The thoughtfulness of one’s own children, even when small, and
then repeatedly, often sacrificially, shown as they mature. The
reaching out of new friends of another culture and language
whose strange ways of caring startle you with joy and
unexpected satisfaction. A smile of one dear to you at a
moment when it was more meaningful than a thousand words.
The handclasp of one whose approval thrilled you with a new
self-confidence and optimism. A compliment that keeps you
going for days. Love!

Love is the key to Christian growth, abundant living, and the
right use of spiritual gifts. Love is the only accurate and
trustworthy way to set our priorities in serving the Lord and
experience true worship.

Everyone grows tired of seeking for success, for material gain as
an end in itself; our cultural value system is changing, even in
secular society, giving way to the search for human values, a
sense of self-worth and inner acceptance. Industry is worrying
because colleges are turning out more psychologists than
engineers, but there is a reason. It is the search for what only
love brings. But the only true route to find this is “the more
excellent way,” love.

Yes, God is love. And so are we when we get the rocks of sin

out of our hearts and personalities. [e8
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On Putting Missionaries
in Their Place

Missionaries are people like everybody else. I know; I used to be
one. But a couple of strange things happen sometimes when
otherwise normal Christians become “foreign” missionaries.
They are seen as sudden super saints, or they are sometimes
perceived as not-entirely-to-be-trusted do-gooders using religion
as a means of seeing the world or escaping the humdrum and
hassles of U.S. living today.

To remove the halos from sudden saint-ism, maybe we need to
hear more honestly about the missionaries who go wrong, fail, or
who spend more time fishing and hunting for wild animals than
for sinners. We are to be looking to Jesus—not for spiritual
giants who upon close examination are almost our own size. Nor
are we to become cynical about those who go overseas, suspect-
ing they are all like Michener’s missionaries in early Hawaii, or
certain TV caricatures. Just because a few missionaries have
used slippery techniques in fund raising, or exploit unsuspecting
“heathen” doesn’t mean it is a usual practice.

Missionaries, almost all I have known or seen at work, are or-
dinary, dedicated, wonderful, obedient Christians. Geography
doesn’t have a lot to do with spirituality, especially in this jet
age. Missionary ministries cost more simply because of distance
and inflation; missionary living is often a little lonely and
relentlessly demanding. But most of them love it, yet are subject
to the temptations common to all of us. The pressure of church
pioneeriug anywhere takes its toll, so they need our prayers, our
encourageinent, our acceptance, our confidence, our support.
Let’s be sure they are released and enabled to serve where God
has called them by helping to put them in their place. [g

Are Saints Evangelical?

One Friends gathering circulated a questionnaire listing various
Quaker acronyms such as EFA, FUM, FGC, FCNL, FWCC,
FAB just to see how many could decipher them. Quite a
jumble, indicating how wide a range of people, places, and
programs the Quaker spectrum covers. And EFA is the only one
carrying the word evangelical as a title. This confuses quite a few
Friends who find the word either indefinite or offensive. At the
outset of its usage in our section of Quakerdom, it was intended
to indicate a determined Christ-centered, biblical, back-to-
Quaker-roots Christian faith, distinguishing us from the
“liberals” or the “modernists” of the period.

Some Friends see it differently, like one who said, “When you
add that word evangelical to ‘Friends,” I feel like you are saying,
‘We are just a little bit taller than you are!’” It smacks of
arrogance, spiritual pride, smugness to those who really see
themselves just as “evangelical” but are outside the EFA, as well
as those who forthrightly reject all the term may imply.

Even the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) leaders
cannot agree on definition. A hotel employee at the recent NAE
convention opined, “Evangelical? A religious person, I guess,
somebody who goes to church every Sunday . . . a real saint.”

A real saint? Quite an assignment, but really not any tougher
(or delightful) than to be a real Friend as defined by Jesus: “You

are my friends if you do what I command.” (John 15:14) s
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What happens when a father of four
already established in business leaves it all
to enter the ministry? Here is the testimony
of such a man. John Fankhauser and his
wife lone of Newberg, Oregon, are now
retired from active pastoral work and as
business manager for the Board of Missions
of the Northwest Yearly Meeting for many
years. This is adapted from a testimony
Jrom John Fankhauser.

‘I WOULD DO IT AGAIN’

By JOHN FANKHAUSER

When I was called to the ministry I had
never heard much complaint about the
church’s failures or the pastor’s needs. The
joy of serving where God called seemed to
be the main attitude I had seen as a boy in a
pastor/father’s home.

The lament today because young men are
not responding as in other days might be
the result, partially at least, of hearing too
many men of experience complain about
how they have been shortchanged. I over-
heard a comment once, “After 40 years of
pastoral service what do | have to show for
it?” Another wrote me when | began my
first full-time pastorate, “John, I hope you
can get involved in something else so you'll
have something later. The church won’t do
anything for you.”

While I had confidence in these two men,
I am happy it was God’s call to me, not
theirs. And I can say now, after it is all
past, that God did provide and is still pro-
viding for us. We have the joy of knowing
that regardless of what I have done over the
years, God’s blessing has always been with
and over all.

And I just want to say how deep is the
satisfaction that was mine during my years
of pastoral ministry. What an honor I have
had to be called into the ministry by the
Lord Jesus Christ and to have an oppor-
tunity to fulfill that ministry through the
Friends Church! I often reflect back on
these experiences and I can say without
reserve, “1 would do the same thing again!”

Let me share a little of it. After
graduating from high school in 1928, I
began a career in the furniture business in
1929. Having worked in western Kansas

until 1937, we moved to Twin Falls, Idaho,
where I continued the same line of work
until the summer of 1947. 1 thoroughly
enjoyed my work. And, as the world
evaluates it I was successful, with a promis-
ing future in the business. There was no
feeling of failure or looking for something
else, or to make a change.

Unfortunately, as a youth I found it
easier to take the path of least resistance,
running with a crowd that kept me from
making an all-out commitment to Christ.
This was reflected in my life for several
years following high school. In fact, at one
point it looked very much as though I
would not be permitted to graduate from
high school because of a problem during
my senior year. But the friendship of an
elderly man at that time, expressing his con-
fidence in me in spite of my situation,
resulted in a lasting influence that in later
years led me to my commitment to Christ.

The man was Alvin Coppock, Roy
Clark’s grandfather, who said to me,
“John, this is not a true expression of
yourself that has brought you to this place.
It is the result of the enemy having his way
with you.” These words were appreciated
at the time, but I thought very little about
them.

Many years later, with my family, home,
and business established, 1 was still not
committed to Christ. Then, on a Saturday
night, walking alone through a park, I felt a
deep inner dissatisfaction and the load of
sin. It seemed as though a voice said again
to me, “John, this is not a true expression
of yourself that has brought you to this
place. It is the result of the enemy having
his way with you.” 1 responded in total
honesty to God, and a change in my future
took place, for as a result there was a def-
inite call to the ministry.

I moved that fall back to Kansas and
began my college preparation for the min-
istry. | do not want to be misunderstood;
this decision and turnabout in my life was
never made on the consideration of fi-
nances. | just felt the call so clearly there
was no thought of doing anything else, and
I believed God would supply a/l our needs. |
claimed Proverbs 3:5, 6 “Trust in the Lord
with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths.” Also Matthew 6:33: “But seek ye
first the kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness; and all these things shall be added un-
to you.”

As | hear now so much about the hard lot
of ministers, especially pastors, | just want

to report God has been faithful. I found
my years of preparation and of pastoring
the most rewarding and satisfying of any-
thing I can imagine. This has opened to me
many opportunities I would never have
had. There were certainly pressures, and
times were difficult, but I know God has
been faithful and there is no regret or bit-
terness on the part of our children or loved
ones because I obeyed God to enter the
ministry.

The Friends Church did not call me to the
ministry, God did! But the church opened
the doors for me to fulfill my call. All these
churches have been most considerate of me
and my family. In no way can I criticize the
church. She has not shortchanged me in
any way!

In business I found disappointments, fi-
nancial needs, other discouragements, t00.
These are the common experiences of life,
in full-time Christian service as well as in
other types of work. The difference is that
in Christian service I have found God and
His people where I served to be most faith-
ful in supporting and caring in every way.
That I can say without any doubt, and this
experience for me is blessed indeed. en|

On ‘Leaving the Ministry’

Editor’s note: The following are excerpts
from a direct response to Bruce Bray’s arti-
cle, “Where Are the Young Pastors?”

B Dear Bruce: I read with interest the re-
cent article you wrote for the February issue
of the EVANGELICAL FRIEND.

I, too, became very frustrated as a
layman in the Friends Church for over 50
years, active at First Friends in Portland
(now Reedwood Friends) all of my business
life in Portland.

I'll not take time to dialogue with you
regarding the five reasons why a young
pastor might be tempted to leave the
ministry. You have expressed them well
and brought them to our attention.

A little over 10 years ago I, too, was very
discouraged about the future for the
Friends Church; in fact, about the future of
the church of Jesus Christ made up of the
body of believers of many denominations.

(Continued on page 19)
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First Day News

QUICK QUAKER COMMENTARY

ALLEN BOWMAN, associate professor of religion and philosophy at William Penn College,
Oskaloosa, Iowa, has been named Campus Minister. This position is sponsored jointly
by Iowa Yearly Meeting and the College. He serves as a spiritual adviser to stu-
dents and coordinates the campus religious activities. Bowman is a former professor
of Bible at Friends University and has been on the Penn faculty since 1966.

"There are no strangers here--only Friends we haven't met," is the letterhead
and slogan of the Cherry Grove Friends Church, near Vancouver, Washington. They
plan to move into a new church facility in June. DON MOORE is the pastor.

C. W. PERRY, pastor of Rose Drive Friends Church in Orange County, California,
reports their latest Faith Promise Conference resulted in a $172,000 Faith Promise
budget for the new year. This church is less than 20 years old.

PROF. DONALD CHITTICK, chairman of the Natural Science Division of George Fox
College, Newberg, Oregon, led a workshop in First Denver Friends Church in April on
"Creation and the Bible." Dr. Chittick is in demand as a speaker on this subject,
and plans to visit the Friends mission field in La Paz, Bolivia, at Christmas time
for a series of lectures to Spanish-speaking Christians, and also to be featured on
the La Paz local television station.

WILLIAM BARTON, head of the Friends World Committee on Consultation with
headquarters in London, England, recently visited the Friends work in India and
Taiwan, where EFC--Eastern Region Quakers serve as missionaries. Barton has
announced his retirement from this position by 1980.

ROBERT HESS, Evangelical Friends Mission director, was in Colorado Springs
First Friends Church in April as the featured speaker for a mission conference.

MAX HUFFMAN of Indiana Yearly Meeting plans to continue his itinerant preaching
mission across the EFA because of the excellent response to his ministry. He plans
to return to the Pacific Northwest in 1980. His major theme is on practical holi-
ness and Christian maturity. He may be contacted by writing Route 6, Box 192B,
Muncie, Indiana 47302.

FRIENDS FOCUS

LABELS FOR INDIAN SCHOOL AID

Southwest Indian School reports gathering 366,500 labels from Campbell's Soup, Bean
Products, V-8 Juice, Franco-American, and Tomato Juice, which are turned in for the
purchase of much-needed equipment. Projectors, typewriters, learning centers, dic-
tionaries, and other items are obtainable with these labels. First Friends Church
of Alliance, Ohio, is busy in this project, according to a recent midweek memorandum.

FOR BURNED-OUT CHURCH WORKERS

Ron Allen, pastor at Friendswood, Texas, Friends Church, lists a three-step remedy

for those who run out of steam in church responsibilities. "1. They may be serving,
not unto the Lord, but unto people. When we play to the crowd in the church, we are
always going to be frustrated, because the praise of men is fickle; only the approv-
al of God is satisfying and steadfast. 2. Only the Holy Spirit can equip us to live
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the life of service and love that is so impossible in the flesh. The Christian life
is out of reach unless God is enabling us. 3. The Holy Spirit's power is not to
make a person better than someone else, but to make one better than he used to be."

YOUTH WILL GO TO HAITI

Because of the turnover of mission personnel in the Friends work in Mexico City, it
will be impossible for the Evangelical Friends Church--Eastern Region Friends Youth
to tour this field this summer as planned. Instead, the young people forming this
tour will go to Haiti.

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN

"Sun, snow (eight feet at the cabin), a 2,000-foot vertical gain with continuous
splendid views, crackling fireplace, games, and Mts. Adams, Rainier, St. Helens, and
Hood all in sight" was the setting for a 16-mile hike for the ccllege/career and
high school young people of Lynwood Friends Church, Portland, Oregon, in late April.
They studied the Word of God together at Cloud Cap Inn, did cross-country skiing.
This is making the most of one's environment.

ABOUT PILLARS AND CATERPILLARS

Hollis Haff, speaking at First Friends Church, Salem, Ohio, said, "The church has
both pillars and caterpillars. The pillars hold the church together, and the cater-
pillars just sort of crawl in and out." One of the members was heard to add, "But
even caterpillars can turn into butterflies."

HOTHOUSE GARDENING AT 12,500 FEET

"We are experimenting with a new kind of garden here," writes Friends missionary
Mark Roberts in Juli, Peru, high in the Andes on the shores of Lake Titicaca. "I
have a sort of sunken hothouse during the cold season, trying some warm climate
plants here at 2% miles above sea level. Hopefully this will help the Aymaras see
that they can improve their nutrition the year round. If it works, perhaps they
WAl s i it oo

INDIAN FRIENDS LEADER ON PASTORAL TEAM IN U.S.

The Solanki family now lives in Columbus, Ohio, where the father is a member of the
Westgate Friends Church pastoral team. Formerly the dean of Union Biblical Seminary
in Yavatmal, India, he is on a two-year leave to the U.S. studying for his doctorate,
under the sponsorship of the EFC--ER Board of Missions. The Solankis have three
children--Elizabeth 11, Susmita 10, and Madhur 8.

FRIENDS BIBLE INSTITUTE ENROLLS WOMEN

Two years ago the first women students were enrolled in the Friends Bible Institute,
Kaimosi, Kenya. This school prepares leaders for East Africa Yearly Meeting.
Margaret Ngoya, one of these students, reports her reception in a culture not accus-
tomed to women ministers: "In the church [where I was sent to minister], I was
warmly welcomed by all members. They had never seen a woman pastor preach to them.
Many came to see the lady who was assigned to their Meeting. There was a need in
various homes. I started home visitation in at least three homes every Sunday, and
reaching the unreached ones by talking with them and praying with them about their
problems. God has done many things in this church of Bumbo."

--Taken from Friendly Jottings, the Wider Ministries Commission, Richmond, Indiana
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ANNA NIXON WRITES FROM INDIA

We have 200 students at Union Biblical Seminary this year. At least four in my
class in Christian Experience and Witness are recent converts. One spent some time
last year in jail because of his faith, but he survived and came out with a deeper
faith. Another comes from an area where there are hardly any Christians.

REASONS WHY CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS ARE REJECTED

Quaker House, a counseling center in Fayetteville, North Carolina, offers assistance
to hundreds who have been the victims of "bad discharges" from military service.
Most of these have left the military due to conscientious reasons. In the past six
months, counselees give