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2 EVANGELICAL FRIEND

THE
ROOT OF
THE

One of the most provocative and discerning
Christian writers is A. W. Tozer, who edited many
years The Alliance Witness. Many have found his

books, The Pursuit of God, The Knowledge of the
Holy, The Divine Conquest, and others helpful
devotional reading. The following message

NE MARKED difference be-
tween the faith of our fa-
thers as conceived by the
fathers and the same faith as
understood and lived by

their children is that the fathers were concerned with the
root of the matter, while their present-day descendants
seem concerned only with the fruit.

This appears in our attitude toward certain great Chris-
tian souls whose names are honored among the churches,
as, for instance, Augustine and Bernard in earlier times, or
Luther and Wesley in times more recent. Today we write
the biographies of such as these and celebrate their fruit,
but the tendency is to ignore the root out of which the fruit
sprang. “The root of the righteous
yieldeth fruit,” said the wise man in the

Proverbs. Our fathers looked well to the
root of the tree and were willing to wait
with patience for the fruit to appear.

By A. W. Tozer

We demand the fruit immediately
even though the root may be weak and knobby or missing
altogether. Impatient Christians today explain away the
simple beliefs of the saints of other days and smile off their
serious-minded approach to God and sacred things. They
were victims of their own religious outlook, but were great
and sturdy souls withal who managed to achieve a satisfying
spiritual experience and do a lot of good in the world in
spite of their handicaps. So we’ll imitate their fruit without
accepting their theology or inconveniencing ourselves by
adopting their all-or-nothing attitude toward religion.

So we say (or more likely think without saying), and

every voice of wisdom, every datum of religious experience,
every law of nature tells us how wrong we are. The bough
that breaks off from the tree in a storm may bloom briefly
and give to the unthinking passer-by the impression that it is
a healthy and fruitful branch, but its tender blossoms will
soon perish and the bough itself wither and die. There is no
lasting life apart from the root.
UCH that passes for Chris-
tianity today is the brief
bright effort of the severed
branch to bring forth its
fruit in its season. But the
deep laws of life are against it. Preoccupation with appear-
ances and a corresponding neglect of the out-of-sight root
of the true spiritual life are prophetic signs which go
unheeded. Immediate “results” are all that matter, quick
proofs of present success without a thought of next week or
next year. Religious pragmatism is running wild among the
orthodox. Truth is whatever works. If it gets results it is
good. There is but one test for the religious leader: suc-
cess. Everything is forgiven him except failure.

A tree can weather almost any storm if its root is
sound, but when the fig tree which our Lord cursed “dried
up from the roots” it immediately “withered away.” A
church that is soundly rooted cannot be destroyed, but




by Dr. A. W. Tozer is used by special permission
of Christian Publications, Inc., and is reprinted
from the book, The Root of the Righteous.

All of Dr. Tozer’s books are published and sold
by Christian Publications, Inc., Box 3404,
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

nothing can save a church whose root is dried up. No
stimulation, advertising campaign, gift of money or beau-
tiful edifice can bring back life to the rootless tree.

With a happy disregard for consistency of metaphor
the Apostle Paul exhorts us to look to our sources. “Rooted
and grounded in love,” he says in what is obviously a confu-
sion of figure; and again he urges his readers to be “rooted
and built up in him,” which envisages the Christian both as
a tree to be well rooted and as a temple to rise on a solid
foundation.

The whole Bible and all the great saints of the past join
to tell us the same thing. “Take nothing for granted,” they
say to us. “Go back to the grass roots. Open your hearts
and search the Scriptures. Bear your cross, follow your
Lord and pay no heed to the passing religious vogue. The
masses are always wrong. In every generation the number
of the righteous is small. Be sure you are among them.”

“A man shall not be established by wickedness: but the
root of the righteous shall not be moved.”

Our Fruit Will Be What We Are

Water cannot rise above its own level. Neither can a Chris-
tian by any sudden spasmodic effort rise above the level of
his own spiritual life.

1 have seen under the sun how a man of God will let his
tongue go all day in light and frivolous conversation, let his
interest roam abroad among the idle pleasures of this
world, and then, under the necessity of preaching at night,
seek a last minute reprieve just before service and by cram-
ming desperately in prayer try to put himself in a position
where the spirit of the prophet will descend upon him as he
enters the pulpit. By working himself up to an emotional
white heat he may afterward have reason to congratulate
himself that he had much liberty in preaching the Word.
But he deceives himself and there is no wisdom in him.
What he has been all day and all week is what he is when he
opens his Bible to expound unto the people. Water cannot
rise above its own level.

Men do not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of
thistles. The fruit of a tree is determined by the tree, and
the fruit of life by the kind of life it is. What a man is inter-
ested in to the point of absorption both decides and reveals
what kind of man he is; and the kind of man he is by a
secret law of the soul decides the kind of fruit he will bear.
The catch is that we are often unable to discover the true
quality of our fruit until it is too late.

If we would be realistic in our Christian lives we must
not overlook the tremendous power of affinity. By affinity
I mean the sympathetic attraction which certain things and
persons have for us. The human heart is extremely sensitive
and altogether capable of setting up an inward relationship
with objects far removed and forbidden. As the needle of
the compass has an affinity for the north magnetic pole, so
the heart can keep true to its secret love though separated
from it by miles and years. What that loved object is may
be discovered by observing which direction our thoughts
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turn when they are released from the hard restraints of
work or study. Of what do we think when we are free to
think of what we will? What object gives us inward
pleasure as we brood over it? To what does our imagina-
tion return again and again?

When we have answered these questions honestly we
will know what kind of persons we are; and when we have
discovered what kind of persons we are we may deduce the
kind of fruit we will bear.

It is one of the cliches of the evangelist that the true
worth of a church member is revealed by his life on Monday
rather than on Sunday. There is a world of sober truth in
the statement, and it is devoutly to be hoped that we who
thus admonish others may ourselves remember to live the
week through in the same atmosphere of sanctity that we
desire so earnestly to inhabit on the Lord’s Day.

It is written of Moses that he “went in before the Lord
to speak with him . . . and he came out, and spake unto the
children of Israel.” This is the Biblical norm from which we
depart to our own undoing and to the everlasting injury of
the souls of men. No man has any moral right to go before
the people who has not first been long before the Lord. No
man has any right to speak about God who has not first
spoken to God about men. And the prophet of God should
spend more time in the secret place praying than he spends
in the public place preaching.

S WE dare not overlook the
power of the human heart to
establish affinities, so we
dare not ignore the impor-
tance of the spiritual mood.

Mood is mental weather. It is internal climate and it must
be favorable to the growth of spiritual graces or they will
not appear in the soul. The Christian who allows day after
day a chilly climate to prevail in his heart need expect no
grapes of Eshcol to hang over the wall when he goes before
his Sunday school class, his choir, or his Sunday morning
congregation.

One swallow does not make a spring nor one hot day a
summer; nor will a few minutes of frantic praying before
service bring out the tender buds or make the flowers to
appear on the earth. The field must be soaked in sunshine
over a long period before it will give forth its treasures. The
Christian’s heart must be soaked in prayer before the true
spiritual fruits begin to grow. As the field has learned to
live intimately and sympathetically with the rain and the
sunshine, so must the Christian learn to live with God. We
cannot in a brief time make up for the long neglect of God
and things spiritual.

God’s children live by laws as kind and as severe as
those that govern nature. Grace operates within those laws
but never contrary to them. Our fruit will follow its native
tree, and not all our frightened prayers can prevent it. If we
would do holy deeds we must be holy men, every day and all
the days that God grants us here below. ledl
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Universities:

A New MlSSlon Fleldo By JaMEs ROBERTS

ONCERN has been ex-

pressed regarding the

spiritual plight of students who attend the

universities and other institutions of higher

education in Bolivia and Peru. The impor-

tance of this concern arises when we begin

to face the fact that Christian theology and

philosophy have little influence over teach-

ing at the higher levels of education in
South America.

One possible reason for this lack of influ-
ence is that in the past most evangelical mis-
sions have worked with the economically
and educationally underprivileged people,
such as the Aymara. These missions con-
centrate on rural evangelism and church
planting because large numbers of people
live in these areas. Bible schools that have
been established are with the rural student
in mind, and the Theological Education by
Extension program was developed so that
converts living in the countryside could
complete a comprehensive course of bib-
lical study with minimal formal education.

This was all good and remains so. The
existing programs in biblical education still
answer a great need. But the rural flavor of
our mission work has drawn us away from
the young intellectual, away from university
life as it exists in South America. To some
extent, in days past mission leaders and mis-
sionaries viewed the university as an elite
minority who had ample opportunity to
hear the Gospel and therefore were not high
priority on the agenda.

But times have changed dramatically. In
recent years there has been significant mi-
gration from the rural areas to the urban
centers. Literally thousands of young men
and women have left agricultural life and
are now pursuing educational and financial
opportunities in the metropolitan areas.

The bookstores of South America are
jammed with students immersing them-
selves in the arts and sciences. These young
people have discovered that a good educa-
tion can lead to a lucrative and rewarding
job. With a good job a person can provide
adequately for his family, travel, and begin
to know and experience the world beyond
the rural village. He or she can gain pres-
tige and respect never before known. Such
dreams are often transformed into reality
when the Latin American young person be-
gins to work his way into the institutes of
higher education.

James and Gail Roberts have recently
begun their second term as Northwest
Yearly Meeting missionaries. They are
presently serving in Santa Cruz, Bolivia.

Yet it is at this point that an unhappy fact
emerges. Beginning in high school and on
through the university, these students form
attitudes and convictions about life based
on the one-sided instruction they receive.
Marxist, atheistic, and secular humanistic
philosophies permeate the life and char-
acter of most South American universities.

Must we as Christians resign ourselves to
this troublesome reality? Will we be able to
bring biblical truth to universities where the
pendulum of thought has swung so far to
the other side?

Some Friends have suggested that mis-
sionaries themselves should begin to do
something. At first glance, this would seem
a practical suggestion since there are mis-
sionaries in all the countries of South
America. However, two significant prob-
lems handicap this suggestion. First, most
missionaries are already tied into existing
programs and mission goals. In the Friends
Mission in Bolivia we have developed pro-
grams and goals that are designed for the
strong rural church organization that exists.
Because of these commitments there is nei-
ther time nor personnel enough to give
attention to the challenges the secular
universities present.

HE second major ob-

stacle confronting a
missionary is the simple fact that he is a mis-
sionary. Occasionally I have had oppor-
tunity to talk informally with university
students in La Paz. One of the first ques-
tions asked is, “What is your occupation?”
When they discover I am an evangelical mis-
sionary, most immediately take a defensive
posture in the conversation. I am sure they
feel my interest in them is only superficial.
After all, a missionary’s goal is to gain con-
verts, and this is not seen as the basis for
friendship. While there is respect, 1 sense
that minds close because religion and faith
are perceived as areas of life that are not
logical or relevant to the “reality” of things.

What then can evangelicals do if mission-
aries cannot adequately meet the challenge?
At least two things come immediately to
mind. The first is already under way. Evan-
gelical missions and churches in Bolivia
have come together to found the first Chris-
tian, liberal arts college in South America.
This is a great step of faith for everyone
concerned, and the barriers that have to be
crossed in order for this project to become a
reality seem almost insurmountable. How-
ever, many prayers have already been an-
swered, and we believe that soon many stu-
dents in evangelical churches throughout

South America will have a Christian educa-
tional option.*

The second effort is more limited but has
met with remarkable success. This idea has
been to involve North American Christian
college professors and other Christian pro-
fessional people in the institutes of higher
education in South America. As an exam-
ple, Dr. Donald Chittick, formerly a pro-
fessor at George Fox College, who is a
chemist and creation scientist, visited
Bolivia and Peru at the invitation of the
Department of Missions of Northwest
Yearly Meeting. While there Dr. Chittick
lectured on the origin of man and the uni-
verse from a biblical viewpoint. Dr. Chit-
tick’s solid academic credentials and cred-
ibility as a scientist gave him immediate rap-
port with Bolivian and Peruvian educators
as well as students. God gave Dr. Chittick,
a Northwest Friend, some unusual oppor-
tunities for service and witness during his
three-week visit, and the impact of his lec-
tures is still being felt in Bolivia and Peru.

In addition, Dr. Gilbert Ford, a profes-
sor of physics and astronomy at Northwest
Nazarene College, spent a three-month sab-
batical leave from his college in La Paz,
Bolivia. Dr. Ford went to Bolivia as a
North American educator seeking to learn
about that country’s system of higher edu-
cation. As a part of that plan, he wanted to
enroll in some classes at the University of
San Andres in La Paz, and while at the uni-
versity Dr. Ford was asked to present a
series of lectures in his own area of expertise
in physics. There was no red tape involved,
just a simple invitation to become a guest
lecturer. In those two months Professor
Ford gained the respect and admiration of
his Bolivian colleagues, Perhaps even more
importantly in view of the concern ex-
pressed in this article, Dr. Ford gained
entrance into a Bolivian classroom as a
scientist who is also an evangelical Chris-
tian,

These examples show that North Ameri-
can Christian professors and other Chris-
tians in various professions can have an
impact, where opportunity allows, as Chris-
tian witnesses in a secular university setting.
Perhaps others, as well, have something to
offer that South American university stu-
dents want to learn. Not everyone is an ex-
pert in an academically relevant field, of
course, but there are Christians who can
respond to this limited call. Hopefully
these Christians will respond to the chal-
lenge of this important task. feel

*For more information, see Missionary Voice “New
Christian University for Bolivia” by Ron Stansell in the
October 1981 issue of EVANGELICAL FRIEND.
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“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk ye in him; rooted and built up in
him.” Col. 2:8, 7a (Photo by Shirley Putman)

ANTECEDENTS

Alex Haley’'s Roots has brought that word closer
to a connotation of ancestral linkage. Family
roots are so intertwined in some Quaker circles
that people are identified by whom they are
related to rather than any personal distinctive.
Speaking at Northwest Yearly Meeting, Myron
Augsburger suggested that his denomination
tends to be ethnic—common heritage, traits,
cusioms-and that Friends may have the same
problem. “We tend to measure each other by our
common backgrounds. We know each other by
certain names . ... Whenever the Gospel tends to
become boxed in to those ethnic forms and char-
acteristics, we simply cut ourselves off from shar-
ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ with the larger
world.”

Using the word roots with the meaning of
source and basis, A. W. Tozer speaks of our
rootedness in faith rather than where we stand in
a Quaker family tree. He implies we are a “cut
flower” generation. “There is no lasting life apart
from the root. Much that passes for Christianity
today is the brief bright effort of the severed
branch to bring forth its fruit in its season.”

| found this month’s lead article best read with
the prayer “search me, O God" rather than think-
ing of what it says to the church in general or of
those people who need spiritual renewal.

* * *

The September Evangelical Friend has variety.
A superintendent resigning after 11 years of ser-
vice shares insights and concerns. Another yearly
meeting superintendent half way through his first
year provides helpful guidelines for planning the
church program. Education involvements and op-
portunities in South America are highlighted on
the Missionary Voice page. Crowded on two pages
are three expressions of concern and accounts of
meeting related to the pursuit of peace. From the
Friends meetings held in Kaimosi, Kenya, last
month, comes the keynote address. And on the
back cover you wiil find “Quaker Mush.” —D.L.M.
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Scenes from Kenya, host country for Friends World Committee for Consultation triennial meetings,
include the main building of Friends Bible Institute in Kaimosi (left), a Sunday school class in the
Kenya countryside (middle), and the Friends College campus in Kaimosi (right).

THE TRANSFORMING POWER OF THE

LOVE OF GOD

By Don GREEN

“The Transforming Power of the Love of God” was the theme for the International
Conference on Friends International Witness held August 8-13 in Kaimosi, Kenya.
It was also the title of the keynote address given by Don Green, which has been
adapted for publication. Don Green is pastor at Reedwood Friends Church, Portland,
Oregon, and is a contributing editor of EVANGELICAL FRIEND.

room of a friend. A
sofa, a lamp, and a
few books were all that it contained. I had
gone there to escape the tyranny of the
telephone. As 1 prayed with my eyes open
(something my children have reeducated me
to do), my glance fell upon handprinted
words tacked to the wall. They became my
plea for that morning and a description of
the burden I bring to Kenya.
“O God of truth,” the prayer began,
“deliver us from the cowardice that
shrinks from new truth,
From the laziness that is content
with half-truth,
From the arrogance that thinks it
knows all truth,
O God of truth, deliver us.”

I am profoundly troubled by the general
failure of Friends to lift convincingly and
clearly the love of God as the heart of the
Gospel. A glance at our workshop topics,
the titles of our addresses, Yearly Meeting
themes, and the articles we publish
demonstrates this conclusively. There is
remarkable unity in those concerns we
deem most pressing, and inexcusably little
about the love of God. Programmed,
unprogrammed, western and nonwestern
Friends are talking and writing about peace,
our children and young people, our future,
the role of our schools, and the proper
weight to give our history, but where is the
joyful canticle of love being lifted?

IWAS sitting in the

While this is hardly a conspiracy of
silence, it does represent to me a newly
defined quietism that robs pastoral and
nonpastoral branches alike of the power
behind our testimonies to peace, simplicity,
service, and worship. How wooden has
become some of our worship! How legal-
istic has become our understanding of
witness in service and mission! How
guarded and self-conscious has become our
bearing of the Good News! All this is due
at least in part to our failure to'listen to our
own children as they recite the verse of
Scripture that most will memorize first:
“For God so loved the world [you and me]
that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish but have everlasting life.”

I believe that around the world this day
there are Friends who earnestly desire a
fresh work of the Spirit. We are disen-
chanted with the fruitlessness of depending
on our own wisdom, our own planning, and
our own strength. We are as discontented
with retelling stories of our Quaker fore-
fathers’ victories as we are of hearing of
their defeats.

We are thirsty— and yet we must confess
that as Israel of old we have repeatedly
abandoned the fountain of living water,
only to dig cisterns for ourselves, leaky
cisterns that hold no water (Jeremiah 2:13).
We are thirsty— and yet there is a timidness
in us about holding out our cups.

The transforming power of the love of
God is that which seeks to work its purpose
among us. It is this that both gives us our
thirst and will satisfy it. Perhaps nowhere
is this truth more clearly expressed than by
the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 3:14-21:

This, then is what I pray, kneeling before
the Father, from whom every family,
whether spiritual or natural, takes its name:
Out of his infinite glory, may he give you
the power through his Spirit for your hid-
den self to grow strong, so that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith, and then,
planted in love and built on love, you will
with all the saints have strength to grasp the
breadth and the length, the height and the
depth; until, knowing the love of Christ,
which is beyond all knowledge, you are
filled with the utter fullness of God. Glory
be to him whose power, working in us, can
do infinitely more than we can ask or imag-
ine; glory be to him from generation to
generation in the Church and in Christ
Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.

Before 1 place before us some considera-
tions about the character and progress of
love at work in us, let me say something
about love itself. Love demonstrates the
inadequacies, obstacles, and distortions of
language. In Greek there are 36 different
words used to describe what in English is
summarized by one term love. We profane
the mystery of love by our everyday speech.
Intuitively, we know that there is a differ-
ence between falling in love and love. Love
of a pet, a favorite chair, a particular quiet
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spot in the hills, and love of another person
are qualitatively and experientially distinct
from each other. Yet, we blur and obscure
these references so easily, even naturally, in
our conversations. Let me propose a sim-
ple statement about our subject as a starting
point. Love is the will to nurture life and
growth in oneself and in another. The New
Testament writers used the term agape to
distinguish this love from passion (eros), or
friendship (philia). Hence, we cannot love
inanimate objects although we may covet
them. We cannot love a memory of the
past, although we may treasure it. Love is
personal; it is the sacred trust of living
beings.

Likewise, love is neither need nor depen-
dency. “I need you” is not the same as “I
love you.” Need as the basis of a relation-
ship may lead one person to suffocate
another through demands. Need may drive
me to manipulate, intimidate, or coerce you
into fulfilling me. Love is so vastly dif-
ferent. It is freeing; it acknowledges the
separateness of the beloved. It treasures
the unique otherness that is each one’s con-
tribution to the relationship. It does not
seek to possess but rather to empty itself in
nurture of the one loved.

Toward the end of his life, Joseph John
Gurney, a 19th century British Friend, was
increasingly drawn to meditate upon the
love of God. He left us with a short tract
“On the Love of God” and with notes
intended as the basis for a much longer
work that was never completed. I want to
use his simple outline of love as the lead
into the specific burden I place before us
today.

Gurney wrote that love invades human
experience out of the overflow of the life of
God. Scriptures, he noted, deal with:
1. The Love of God; 2. The Love of Christ;
3. Love to God; 4. Love to Christ; 5. Love
of the Father to the Son; 6. Love of one
another and mankind.

ERHAPS it was from

P reflection on the

dominance of the

theme of love in the Bible that led Gurney

to write in 1816:

Let [Friends] bear our testimonies when we

have testimonies to bear; but let us not hug

our peculiarities. ... May we, then,

whilst we display our non-conformity to

[the world’s] customs, and allow ourselves

many petty awkwardnesses ever remember

to what a holy conversation, to what a spirit
of love our profession calls us.

What is the effect of love? What is it
that happens that leads us to speak of it as
“transforming”? What is it that the Spirit
seeks to do in and through us?

One, love redefines our understanding of
ourselves. 1t gives us nothing less than the
reason for being.

My dear people, let us love one another
since love comes from God and everyone
who loves is begotten by God and knows

God . . . God is love and anyone who lives
in love lives in God, and God lives in
him . .. We are to love, then, because he

loved us first. (1 John 4:7, 16b, 19)

This is 2 summary of Gurney’s first four
references. I am loved! You are loved! This
truth is the heart of the Gospel. If I allow
the sheer awesomeness of this to take ahold
of me, it will transform my life. I am no
longer merely the sum total of biochemical,
parental, or societal forces. I am beloved
of God. He has created me as He has
created you as an expression and object of
His love.

In the 14th century, Juliana of Norwich
expressed her discovery of this truth:
Our soul is so specially loved of Him that is
highest, that it overpasseth the knowing of
all creatures; that is to say, there is no
creature that is made that may know how
much and how sweetly and how tenderly
our Maker loveth us. He that made all
things for love, by the same love keepeth
them, and shall keep them without end.
(Revelations of Divine Love, ed. Grace
Warrack: London, Methuen & Co. Ltd.,
1914, pp 13, 18)

EORGE FOX experi-
enced this divine bap-
tism in love. He felt

the darkness around him, the brokenness
of human life without God. Into this
awareness, however, came the power of
God’s initiative; “l saw that there was an
ocean of darkness and death, but an infinite
ocean of light and love which flowed over
the ocean of darkness. In that also I saw
the infinite love of God; and I had great
openings.” (Journal)

Great openings! This is what happens
when we lift our faces unto the Father’s and
hear Him declare: “I love you!” If Friends
cease proclaiming the love of God in our
rush to be prophetic or “peculiar,” then we
are being neither. We are being irresponsi-
ble, even apostate. We are a people to be
pitied.

This brings me to the second considera-
tion I place before you. Love presumes a
response. The love of God invites me to
walk cheerfully over the world answering
that of God in all by initially placing before
me a decision: “The call,” Fox heard, “is
now out of transgression . . .. The call is
to repentance, to amendment of life, where-
by righteousness may be brought forth.”
Early Friends were changed men (and wom-
en) themselves before they went about to
change others, William Penn tells us. I may
accept the love of God in Christ or I may re-
ject it, but 1 may never ignore it, for the
wooing of the Spirit penetrates every excuse
and diversion I put in its path.

The point is not entirely that we are not
loving nor that we have not loved enough
nor, for that matter, that we do not wish to
love more. The indictment of our own
hearts is that we are incapable of love,
agape love, as measured by the gift of God’s
love in Christ until we respond to the living
Christ.

I believe we are accustomed to a world of
“secondhand” knowledge. Doctors tell us
about the systems of the body, agricultur-
ists about the effects of nitrogen in the soil,
and physicists about the attraction of two
objects in proportion to their mass and
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distance from each other. Most of this we
accept, we believe, as information given us.
When we come, however, to the love of
God, all this begins to break down. Beliefs
based upon what others have discovered
about the love of God may lead us to quiet-
ness but not to blessing in the face of
persecution, to goodness but not to holi-
ness, to tolerance of one another but not to
love. What we need most now is to hear
autobiographies of the love of God. Only
as our lives are enlightened by the Son’s
love in us can we reach out in agape.

“O God of truth, deliver us.” Turn us
around in repentance.

This brings us to the third consideration,
which flows from reflection on the charac-
ter of God’s love. The focus now is not so
much God’s love for us, nor our love re-
sponse to Him, but rather what becomes of
this divine energy in us. Just as there is no
such thing as “pure spirituality” unattached
to life in this world, so also there is no such
quality as “spiritualized love.” The
evidence of my transformation in the love
of God is not through my sudden adoption
of a new esoteric faith language but instead
how I live, how I treat you.

Love is to be the visible basis of our life
together as Friends. “I give you a new com-
mandment:” Jesus shared with His disci-
ples during the memorable night in the up-
per room, “love one another; just as I have
loved you, you also must love one another.
By this love you have for one another,
everyone will know that you are my
disciples.” (John 13:34, 39). Notice the
emphatic consequence of Christ’s love for
us—we are to love. My cup is refilled as it
is poured out.

In 1659 Fox wrote: “My dear Friends,
dwell in the love of God together, for that
edifies you all, and by that ye are built
up....” (Epistle 187) The world is
given the right to judge the integrity of our
Gospel by the active witness of our love of
each other. A friend of mine who works in
public relations shared a parable that
speaks pointedly in this regard:

A TIGER met a lion as

they drew beside a

pool. Said the tiger:

“Why are you roaring like a fool?” “That’s

not foolish,” said the lion with a twinkle in

his eyes, “They call me king of all beasts

because I advertise.” A mouse heard them

talking. He ran home like a streak. He

thought he would try the lion’s plan, but his

roar was more a squeak. A fox came to

investigate and had luncheon in the

woods . ... So if you advertise, my
friend, make sure you have the goods.

I wonder if we Friends have “the goods”
to go with our doctrinal advertisements of
the love of God. 1 fear that many of us
have theologized our experience of love,
isolating it from any connection with how
we settle differences of opinion, handle our
corporate finances, decide on the appear-
ances of our meetinghouses, deal with our

’ (Continued on page 25)
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PIANNING YOUR ANNUA
ARE ALLTH

HY did we fail?” Per-
haps this is a question
that you as a church
leader have on occa-

sion been forced to ask yourself. The

church in its efforts to preach and program
the whole Gospel to the whole person at
times finds itself bound up in too many
meetings, ineffective programs, and inade-
quate staff. The result is that occasionally
we see a program become unsuccessful in its
intended ministry. How then can we be-
come more effective in church program-
ming? How then can we go successfully
from start to finish in our church projects?

One basic element is to allow enough
time to plan adequately for a project. How
many church functions have been planned
one or two weeks before they occur? The
concept of planning, and especially long-
range planning, is to start a series of events
today so that it is completed in three or five
years, not to start the project in a period of
years.

It is important also that the leader of a
committee or planning group be adequately
prepared when a meeting is called. First,
the leader should have asked the basic ques-
tion: “What do I want to accomplish in this
meeting?” Then an agenda should be writ-
ten out reflecting the priorities of the
group, being listed in descending order. As
a rule of thumb, the leader should spend at
least as much time in preparation for the
meeting as the meeting itself requires.

Another general guideline that should be
considered is that the plans developed
should be scaled to the level of the people
with whom you are working. It does no
good to have elaborate and complicated
plans for a routine event if the people
involved are only confused by them. On
the other hand, to plan a complicated event
or a long series of events without adequate
plans only invites confusion and failure.

Some may react to the concept of plan-
ning as being too mechanical and not spiri-
tual in nature. However, it may in fact give
the Holy Spirit more of an opportunity to
work in our lives as we plan programs and
other church events because the strategies
would need to be agreed upon, reviewed,
revised, and processed a number of times
and give opportunity to communicate to us
corporately what His will may be. In addi-
tion, the Holy Spirit is not only able to give
guidance for immediate decisions but also

able to give guidance on matters one, three,
or more years in the future.

When church leaders are faced with a
planning situation, the most helpful tool
for them to have is a basic concept of the
planning cycle. It can be and has been
defined many different ways, but for our
purposes, below is a basic example of a
Systems theory, feedback model for
planning.

I accept - I
situation ‘
T Y

define

‘

By Jack REea

Jack Rea, recently appointed
General Superintendent of Rocky
Mountain Yearly Meeting with his
wife Celesta and children, live in
Colorado Springs. In reflecting on
specific ways a church and its pastor
may set about looking toward a new
church year, he offers some specific
as well as general suggestions.

L__f ideate I‘

select

‘

]

implement

‘_

4

evaluate l

Each box represents a step in the process
or an energy state that is passed through in
any and all decisions or problem-solving
situations. The goal of the formal planning
process is to pass through each state care-
fully so as to make an intentional, method-
ical decision in order better to utilize
available resources (people, time, ideas,
money, buildings, opportunities, etc.) for
the desired results. Let us now take a closer
look at each step.

Step One....
Accept Situation.

The beginning point often overlooked is to
become personally committed to working at
solving whatever challenge or problem is at
hand., Often this can be received as an
extension of our basic Christian commit-
ment to serve the Lord.

Recently I talked with a pastor’s wife who
was not at all happy with a local situation.
She accepted the challenge to change the
dynamics of the problem into a positive
condition. The beginning point was her
willingness to accept the problem as a high
priority item and then to make a corre-
sponding commitment to work on it,

Before you and your group get too far
down the road on planning, be sure that
your committee is committed to your group
task. You will know that your group is

committed when they accept the respon-
sibility for the problem or challenge and
begin to act accordingly.

Don’t take prayer for granted as an
assumed activity. Start with prayer and
keep on praying for guidance throughout
the whole planning cycle.

Step Two . ..
Analyze.

This step has two main parts, (1) clarifying
all that you already know about the situa-
tion, and (2) getting to know more about
every aspect of the task.

It is at this point that you are busy
gathering all the pertinent information that
might be helpful in making decisions later
on. Be looking for new discoveries such as
interrelationships that you have not here-
tofore known. In all your gathering,
listing, sorting be thorough, but avoid
overstudy.

Analysis is a strategic part of the plan-
ning process. Trained medical people want
many diagnostic tests run on a patient to
gather all available pertinent information to
make a sound decision. We too must be
relentless in gathering working material to
make sound planning decisions. Eventu-
ally the plan we end up with will be no more
effective than the accuracy of the work
done in the analysis.
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CHURCH PROGRAM:
BOTTLENECKS N THE TOP?

Step Three . ..
Define.

The purpose of a definition is to help focus
on the central parts of the programs or
problem. It is at this stage that the concep-
tual guidelines are given to this project.
Objectives are clarified and the essence of
the program is identified.

The definition should be a statement that
reflects a distillation of subjective and
objective responses. This is done in such a
manner that it transforms facts into guide-
lines. Overall goals are identified as well as
the identification of barriers to reaching
those goals.

My eight-year-old son has a collection of
Matchbox cars. He plays with them both
inside and outside the house. Not long ago
he selected four of them from his collec-
tion, brought them to me, and stated,
“These four need painted.” In our church
programs we too must be able to know
what the problems are and to identify our
goals.

The secret to solving problems is to find
the bridge between the way things are and
the way you want them to become. That
bridge is your definition.

Step Four. ..
Ideate.

Searching for ideas is the next stage of the
process. After you have defined your
directions and your goal is clearly des-
cribed, it’s time to generate options, alter-
native ways to achieve your goals.

At this juncture the church has had some
problems. Some are enamored by a clever
idea and adopt it without the slightest
notion of where that particular idea or
method will take them. Without a defined
direction or place to go, ideas are meaning-
less, because they are vehicles that transport
us to desired destinations. There must be a
goal to arrive at.

Likewise it is important to examine ideas
in light of the question, “To whose destina-
tion will this idea take us?” Goals (destina-
tions) should be arrived at through consen-
sus leadership (group process), and there-
fore the idea (vehicle) to the goal should
serve the whole group, not only one indi-
vidual.

Gathering all the alternative ideas is not
as hard as it might seem. It could be the
rebirth of an old idea or simply rearranging
the component parts of two or more current

methods. Also, the use of analogies, i.e.
“this is like that,” or a simple association-
type brainstorming session will help.

It makes no difference where the ideas
come from; it’s what we do with them that
matters. We don’t have to justify our ideas
but only our actions and their conse-
quences.

Step Five . ..
Select.

After you know what you want to do (goal)
and have gathered several ways (ideas) to
accomplish your goal, you may now select
the best way or ways to accomplish it.

It is at this point that the earlier steps of
analysis and definition become more criti-
cal. If you have done a thorough job the
first time, accurately and specifically
itemizing the essential parts and require-
ments you desire, then your task of choos-
ing the best option (idea) has been made
easy.

If you cannot make a choice between two
or three good options, then you must return
to the steps of analysis and definition to
give a more precise criterion for your selec-
tion. If you cannot choose strategy because
none of them seem right, or good enough,
then you must return to the ideate step to
identify other methods. Remember: Ideas
are a dime a dozen, the cost comes about
when you begin to develop one of them.
Only then does an idea become valuable or
expensive depending on how appropriate it
is for you and your goals.

Step Six. ..
Impliement.

This step tests the ability of your group to
develop a program (strategy) and put it to
the test of human experience. Implementa-
tion is the payoff that you should be wait-
ing for.

The final product is in the process of
being achieved in this stage. The develop-
ment of the strategy should take into
account at least two important concepts.

First, the programs must start on the level
where the people live that it is intended to
minister to, It can and should go from
there to where you design it to end. But,
the starting point is where the people now
are living.

Two, most programs are a coordinated
series of steps to reach that final destina-
tion. Rarely can the goal be accomplished

in one single step. The supervisor of the
ministry must keep the steps moving in the
correct direction, at the appropriate time.

Step Seven ...
Evaluate.

This final energy state is at the end of the
planning cycle for review. We look back to
see how far we have come and we look for-
ward to see how far we have to go.

Evaluations are not conclusions: they
are commencements— the end of one cycle
and the beginning with more knowledge of
another cycle. Just as commencement
means both to complete~and to begin, so
evaluation is a link between our planning
cycles.

Certain important questions ought to be
asked and answered honestly during this
phase. Is the plan enabling us to achieve
our goal? Does this plan need to be
revised? Do we need an alternate plan?

Perhaps some individuals are afraid of
the planning cycle because of a seeming
inflexibility. Just the opposite should be
true. Plans, goals, and strategies are made
to change. All good plans must have mid-
course corrections to remain good plans.
Don’t be afraid to improve your plans once
they are drawn.

The planning cycle presented is one
model that could be useful to local churches
in their ongoing ministries. There is a great
deal more amplification that could be
added at each point. However, as each
reader becomes a practitioner, he will
acquire the needed background knowledge
to answer unique questions.

One cannot expect to become competent
in this kind of method very quickly. Itis a
skill that is learned over a period of time
with practice. Like basketball, it takes
hours of training and practice to develop
into a good player. Planning skills develop
in much the same way.

However, you can profit from planning
by starting now and working toward better
use of your church’s time, money, people,
ideas, and building.

“Yea, I hated all my labour which I had
taken under the sun: because I should leave
it unto the man that shall be after me. And
who knoweth whether he shall be a wise
man or a fool? yet shall he have rule over all
my labour wherein I have laboured, and
wherein I have shewed myself wise under
the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 2:18-19) ke
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AS A SUPERINTENDENT SEES IT

By Joun L. RoBINSON

A WORD OF APPRECIATION

The Evangelical Friends Alliance and this
magazine are greatly indebted to the
leadership and ministry of John Robin-
son, who resigned the superintendency of
Mid-America Yearly Meeting, a position
he had held for 11 years, and who is now
pastoring the Holly Springs Friends
Church in North Carolina Yearly Meeting.
He aiso served a number of years as trea-
surer and recording clerk of the EFA. His
wisdom, humor, and spiritual depth as a
member of the EFA Executive Committee
and other areas of influence have made
John a beloved and respected Friend,
John and Betty have served well also in
the Marriage Encounter movement.

The following article by John Robinson
is adapted from a concern originally
presented to pastors of MAYM and has
been published in that yearly meeting’s
newsletter, Scope. We believe its
challenge is worthy of wider proclamation
among Friends.

* k% k0%

Gerald Teague, associate superintendent
of Mid-America the past nine years, has
returned to Eastern Region Friends to
become pastor-at-large for the Salem,
Ohio, Friends Church, one of the largest
Friends meetings in America. He joins
Richard Sartwell, who pastors this
congregation.

Olen Ellis is also missed in the leader-
ship role of EFA since his resignation as
general superintendent of Rocky Moun-
tain Yearly Meeting. His faithful, opti-
mistic, spiritual maturity has been a
strong influence in the Evangelical Friends
Alliance.

We welcome Jack Rea as the general
superintendent of Rocky Mountain Yearly
Meeting and Maurice Roberts, who fills
this position in Mid-America Yearly
Meeting. Joe Roher moved from the
Yearly Meeting staff of Eastern Region
Friends to become pastor of the Friends-
wood Meeting in South Texas.

Leadership changes are often difficult
for the church; and, it is easy to take for
granted the ministries of those God brings
into leadership responsibilities. At least
eight Friends Yearly Meeting general
superintendents or executive secretaries
are being replaced this year across the
U.S

It is appropriate to take this opportu-
nity to express appreciation for these
Friends whose lives and ministries have
blessed us all. —J.L.W,

There follows herewith a capsulized version
of concerns that were shared recently at the
Mid-America Yearly Meeting Pastors’
Retreat. These are drawn from observa-
tions born out of interchurch and interper-
sonal relationships across several years.

A Rich Heritage

I have a justifiable pride in the Friends

 Church and the people called Quakers. We

have a rich heritage and a hope bright with
the promises of God.

Historians like Errol T. Elliot remind us
that our Society came on the scene 300
years ago as a living spiritual movement
that broke through the old barriers and
frigid forms of the religiosity of that earlier
day.

He challenges us to make our own history
and reminds us of the danger of settling
into a kind of frozen churchiness in our
day. The same Christ who spoke to the
condition of George Fox is the One who
must also speak to our condition.

I am concerned that we (1) recapture a
lost radiance, (2) reassess our priorities,
(3) restore relationships, (4) rediscover a
sense of servanthood, and (5) renew our
covenant.

Recapture a Lost Radiance

It is not enough to recount the experience of
the past if we have lost the thrill of knowing
Christ personally. The song-prayer of
Elton Trueblood’s should ever be ours:
“Thou whose purpose is to kindle, now
ignite us with thy fire . . . . ¥ The psalmist
reminds us that the Lord inhabits the
praises of His people. Yet, true joy seems
to be a missing ingredient among our wor-
shipers. Look at the somber, sad faces and
furrowed brows in our midst. Indeed, eco-
nomic circumstances and political tensions
could drive us to despair if we fail to
remember that God is sovereign. Chris-
tians worldwide and over a long period have
given witness that even under adverse cir-
cumstances their faces were lit with a
heavenly joy. Richard Foster has given us
the high calling of worship as we exercise
the “Discipline of Devotion.” We must not
settle for outward forms at the expense of
cooling inward fires.

Reassess Our Priorities

The theme of priorities, their reassessment
or reconstruction, has received a lot of

mileage in current times. Opinions vary on
what things are first things, especially when
it comes to the mission and ministry of the
local church or the yearly meeting. We dis-
cuss it in terms of devotional life, the
Word, life in the Spirit, ad infinitum. We
engage consultants to help us with organi-
zational functions that will enable us to be
more efficient and effective. Yet until our
focus is on Christ and His will we shall have
a fuzziness about our directions. We must
be serious about being Christian. This will
call for faith and faithfulness in terms of
the stewardship of our time, talent, and
treasure. Family, evangelism, worship,
fellowship, mission, and missions have their
scriptural mandates, and we must be about
our Father’s business in relation to all that’s
timeless in Christ.

Restore Relationships

The Bible is a book about relationships,
how they are obtained and maintained.
Sometimes we have difficulty in living up to
our name. Little differences or personality
conflicts become magnified and devastating
in our fellowship if love doesn’t rule and
overrule. I've been reminded often of that
verse from one of our gospel songs: “Down
in the human heart, crushed by the tempter,
feelings lie buried that grace can restore.
Touched by a loving heart, wakened by
kindness, chords that were broken will
vibrate once more.”

I am concerned about our corporate rela-
tionships and the rising tide of inde-
pendence—the autonomy of our member
meetings that seems to discount or discredit
the yearly meeting. We are a representative
organization and we can still do more
together than we can do alone. I make no
plea for respect of persons, but we couid do
well to do a better job of giving respect of
office to those who have been named to
responsible official positions in the church
body.

A Sense of Servanthood

In many areas the day of volunteerism
seems about gone. Before tasks are
assumed the unasked question seems to be,
“What’s in it for me?” The personal and
corporate rewards of service are many.
These will be found only as we rediscover a
sense of servanthood. Your gifts, talents,

(Continued on page 25)




By Jack L. WiLLcurs

Enjoy the Church

Like a new day, the church is beautiful. And, like the familiar-
ity of the day-to-day living, it is easy to take for granted the
glory of God’s creation— the created church.

Because each day brings its problems, responsibilities, and for
some, the pain of ill health, the day itself can be so connected
with the daily difficulties one forgets to rejoice that “this is the
day the Lord has made.” So it is with the church.

The church, among other purposes, is to be enjoyed. More than
a building, or something like a museum, the church is our family
connection. Explaining how it is to be, Jesus spoke softly, I
think, in John 14:18: “I will not leave you as orphans; I will
come to you. The Father . . . will give you another Counselor
to be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
accept him because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you
know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”

(vv. 16, 1)

This makes the church beautifully different. Our adopted Father
makes it so. The question is, can we accept this Counselor?
Rather than living as lonely, aimless orphans, we are of the fam-
ily of God.

Family, loved ones, children receive our best care. This is why
the church is like a school, where we are always learning. The
church is like a hospital, a place of healing of broken lives and
bruised spirits.

The church is composed of those reborn into the Father’s family
reaching out to those who are not. The former orphan has a
different view of life and the world, as well as of himself. New
relationships are possible.

Paul put it clearly writing to a church: Christ “rescued us from
the domain of darkness and brought us away into the kingdom
of his dear Son.” (Colossians 1:13) Reflecting on this makes
every day different and the church a precious privilege. “Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her
holy . . ..” (Ephesians 5:25)

This is one reason 80 percent of new people come not because of
a building, or pastor, or program, but because someone reached
out in love as one happy orphan now in the family to another
waiting for a family.

It is possible to become so engrossed and burdened with caring
for the family we miss the joy of being one. A light to the
world? A redemptive influence? Someone has said, “Let the
church be the church.” There is the possibility, rather the prob-
ability, of fresh, new vision and beauty for those who, by the
grace of God, are the church.
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Worship, learning, fellowship, caring, and just belonging— these
make the church unique. It belongs to God of course, not to
any of us. Not largeness or smallness alone makes the church
effective and real. Faith, hope, and love, the three qualities of
the church, provide us all with something to do and hope for a
Someone to love.

The church is just people whom God has found. We are part of
a long-range plan. “For since the beginning of the world men
have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye
seen . . . what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.”

It is entirely appropriate, isn’t it, to enjoy what God has given
us? It is beautiful. It is useful.

Agents of Reconciliation

Two groups with whom EFA Friends are involved, the National
Association of Evangelicals and the New Call to Peacemaking,
have both published strong position statements regarding the
arms race. From the NAE comes this:

It is a clear testimony of history that peace has never resulted
form preparation for war. No nation has ever invented weapons
it did not eventually use against an enemy. Military build-ups
have usually led to military engagements. Atomic scientists agree
that it is foolish to talk about winning a nuclear war. Nuclear
holocausts produce only losers. (United Evangelical Action, Vol.
41, No. 2, p. 34)

We are called to be agents of reconciliation, messengers of
peace, God making his appeal through us (2 Corinthians
5:18-20).

If every Christian and church speaks out, public policy can be
influenced. Whether or not all do, we must surely do so for
conscience sake. g



Seeking a person to fill the position of

PRESIDENT

George Fox College » Newberg, Oregon

The Board of Trustees invites nominations and applications of qualified persons for the
position of president, service to begin between January 1, 1983 and July 1, 1983.

The coliege is a four-year liberal arts college of some 700 students located 23 miles from
downtown Portland. The college belongs to Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends Church,
an evangelical group of Quakers with a membership of some 8,500 members. Students
come from various denominational backgrounds, with some 25 percent Friends.

Candidates are expected to have a record of successful executive and administrative
leadership, academic and intellectual attainments (preferably an earned doctorate), expe-
rience and interest in fund raising, and skills in working with on- and off-campus groups.
The president must be an active member of the Friends Church while holding the presi-
dency and must also understand and appreciate the doctrine and testimonies held by the
evangelical Friends Church and be able to serve with personal integrity within the implica-
tions of these theological and philosophical positions.

A complete list of responsibilities, qualifications, and Board expectations, as well as pro-
cedures for application, may be obtained by writing to:

Presidential Search Committee
George Fox College
Newberg, Oregon 97132

The application deadline is October 15, 1982. The college is an equal opportunity, affir-

mative action employer.

DEVELOPMENT
SECRETARY

for Friends Committee on National
Legislation, Washington, D.C. Expe-
rience in all aspects of fundraising
and development for nonprofit or-
anizations is highly desirable.
1so coordinates and supports
work of four geo%raphicauy placed
field secretaries. Should be a Friend
or widely known among Friends.
Needed fall 1982. Write or call
FCNL, 245 Second Street, N.E,
Washington, D.C. 202-547-6000.
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First Day News

QUICK QUAKER COMMENTARY

SAM CALDWELL has been named the new General Secretary of Philadelphia Yearly
Meeting. Sam takes the position after serving the yearly meeting since 1979 as
Executive Secretary of the Religious Education Committee. The successor to
Francis Brown, retiring after 18 years as general secretary, i1s a graduate of
Earlham School of Religion and a former executive secretary of the Yokefellow
Academy.

HAROLD KUHN has retired after 38 years of teaching at Asbury Theological
Seminary, Wilmore, Kentucky. Harold and Anne will continue to live in Wilmore.

LLOYDE and NAOMI JOHNSON, Wichita, Kansas, and their employees were recip-
ients of the Bookstore of the Year award from the Christian Booksellers Associa-
tion at their annual convention in July. The Better Book Room was selected by
manufacturers, publishers, suppliers, and members of the association. Freedom
of Simplicity by RICHARD FOSTER was awarded the Gold Medallion Award in the con-
temporary issues category.

MARTIN WILLIAMSON, former pastor of Empire Friends Church, Vale, South
Dakota, for 41 years, celebrated his 105th birthday August 29. Earlier this sum-
mer Martin and Nettie observed their 73rd wedding anniversary.

FRIENDS FOCUS

PUBLICATION HELPS FIND FRIENDS

Friends World Committee for Consultation has announced the publication of Finding
Friends Around the World. The new volume provides brief descriptions of the his-
tory and current concerns of Yearly Meetings and other Quaker organizations

around the world. Descriptions of Quaker service and mission organizations are
set beside the accounts of the Yearly Meetings that sponsor them. In addition,
there are lists of Friends' schools and colleges and of Quaker centers and libra-
ries. Friends' periodicals are also listed. The new reference work sells for $6
and can be ordered from FWCC, 1506 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106.

ON THE ROAD AGAIN

An Aldersgate Training Team will conduct workshops in the Virginia and Piedmont
Districts of Evangelical Friends Church--Eastern Region September 23-28. The

team is composed of the following Christian education specialists from across the
Evangelical Friends Alliance: Dorothy Barratt, EFA Christian education consultant;
Bruce Burch, EFC--Eastern Region administrative assistant; Royce Frazier, Mid-
America Yearly Meeting superintendent of youth; Betty Hockett, preschool curric-
ulum specialist from Newberg, Oregon; and Marjorie Landwert, director of Christian
education at First Friends, Salem, Ohio.

JAMATCAN FRIENDS PLAN CRUSADE

Young Friends in Jamaica are planning an island-wide singing and preaching cam-
paign as the celebration of the first 100 years for Friends in that country
approaches. The campaign will conclude with a crusade at the National Stadium in
Kingston the last Sunday of the 1983 yearly meeting sessions.
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A SPECTAL REPORT ON FRIENDS MARRTIAGE ENCOUNTER

As previously noted, David and Marcile Leach and other Friends Marriage Encounter
leaders have been working over the last year to decentralize FME such that in each
of eight different states a local group will be managing the program for that area.
Wherever possible local yearly meetings have been encouraged to undertake marriage
encounter as one of a cluster of family ministries through their appropriate board
structure. As of July 1, 1982, FME is no longer affiliated with the Friends Center
on Family Living at Friends University.

Six of the eight states with FME organizations now operating are in EFA yearly
meetings. California and Indiana also have groups with the possibility that Iowa
Yearly Meeting will organize in the next year.

After six years at the helm, the Leaches have resigned to give full time to the
work as pastors of the Northridge Friends Church in Wichita. Their efforts to
develop FME have involved some 85 other presenting couples who have conducted 156
weekends in 11 states including the first weekend in Wichita in October 1976. This
enrichment program has touched the lives of over 9,000 people.

Succeeding the Leaches as volunteers are Ralph and Lois Kirscher and John and
Betty Robinson, who serve as national co-executive couples. The Kirschers can be
contacted at 926 Royal Tenn Way, Oceanside, CA 92054; 714/439-4196. New address
for the Robinsons is Rt. 1, Box 490, Ramseur, NC 27316; 919/879-3695 home,
919/879-3136 office. Succeeding Floyd and Nelda Coleman as National Training
Couple are Neal and Deloras Rusco.

Area executive couples now include:

California--Terry and Sally Peiffer, 4832 Granada Dr., Yorba Linda, CA 92686
714 /970-8342

Idaho--Neal and Deloras Rusco, Box 363, Greenleaf ID 83626  208/459-6784

Indiana--Eldon and Sharon Harzman, 1410 Weiss Rd., Richmond, IN 47374
317/935-4823

Kansas--LeRoy and Anne Willis, P.0. Box 303, Tonkawa, OK 74653 405/628-5370

Ohio (North Carolina)--Jack and JoAnn Ditty, 48 N. 4th St. Martins Ferry, OH 43935
614,/633-1554

Oregon--Gary and Patti Lewis, 5006 S.W. Buddington, Portland, OR 97219
503/246-7612

Washington--Ron and Pam Mythaler, 11804 N.E. 138th, Kirkland, WA 98033
206/821-3576

Readers may contact area leaders for 1982-83 Friends Marriage Encounter week-
end dates in their state.

CLASS REUNIONS FACILITATE PULPIT EXCHANGE

Twenty-five years ago Dan Nolta graduated from high school in Medford, Oregon, and
Jim Teeters graduated in Tacoma, Washington. For several years now Dan has lived
in Tacoma and Jim lives in Medford. So this summer Dan, the pastor of Olympic View
Friends Church, Tacoma, and Jim, associate pastor at Medford Friends, exchanged
pulpits as they returned to their hometowns for class reunions on the same weekend.

EFM OFFERS NEW DIRECTORY

Evangelical Friends Mission has a new edition of the EFM Missionary Prayer Direc-
tory with information about all the Evangelical Friends Alliance mission fields
and their missionaries. Copies are available at each of the four EFA yearly meet-
ing offices for a cost of $1 per copy. They can also be ordered directly from the
EFM office, P.0. Box 671, Arvada, CO 80001. Please add 10% (50¢ minimum) when
ordering by mail.
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PENN'S 300th ANNIVERSARY

This year marks the 300th anniversary of William Penn's arrival in his colony and
the launching of his "Holy Experiment" in govermment. The following tribute was
written by Alfred Tennyson in November 1882 to the Pennsylvanians on the 200th
anniversary of the founding of Pennsylvania: "I have read the life of your noble
countryman, and mine, William Penn, and find him no 'comet of a season,' but the
fixt 1light of a dark and graceless age, shining on into the present, not only
great but good." Robert Louis Stevenson, who was proufoundly influenced by Penn's
book Fruits of Solitude, said of its writer: "There is not the man living, no, nor
recently dead, that could put, with so lovely a spirit, so much honest, kind wis-
dom into words."

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT AVATTLABLE

A television public service announcement to better acquaint people with Friends is
now available for local churches to purchase at a cost of $25. The Evangelism Com-
mission of the Evangelical Friends Alliance produced the new promotion tool through
the George Fox College Television Center. Orders or requests for additional infor-
mation can be addressed to the GFC Television Center, George Fox College, Newberg,
OR 97132.

FWCC SETS ANNUAL MEETING SITE

Friends World Committee for Consultation--Section of the Americas has announced
that its 1982 annual meeting will be held November 19-21, 1982, at the Royal Inn
Hotel of Atlanta near the Atlanta Airport. Although this annual meeting will in-
clude business to be done by yearly meeting representatives to the World Committee,
the major parts of the program will be open to all interested Friends.

SAME SONG, THIRD VERSE

Entiat, Washington, Friends Church will celebrate its 75th anniversary on May 14,
1983. Special music for the occasion will be by Loyde Osburn, a former member,
now of Newberg, Oregon, who will sing two numbers that he sang at the dedication
of the present building and also of an earlier building before the church was
relocated.

PASTORAL QUAKER RECEIVES WARM RESPONSE

From the British Quaker journal, The Friend, comes this quote extracted from an
article giving impressions of the sessions of London Yearly Meeting: "One session
on 'Quaker Experience World-wide,' took the novel form of an 'interview' by Richard
Meredith (an Australian, and general secretary of Friends World Committee for Con-
sultation) with Donald Green, chairman of the pastoral team of Reedwood Friends
Church, Portland, Oregon. Whether because of the open and genuine manner in which
these two 'foreign' Friends conversed, or because of Don Green's revelations of the
impressive work of Oregon Friends in meeting the deeper needs of their fellows, the
Meeting responded warmly to this view of a Spirit-led community. Was this the
first time that British Friends actually betrayed a certain envy of 'those other
Friends' who have evolved a pastoral system?" g

YOUTH MINISTER SOUGHT

Boise Friends Church is receiving applications for a part-time youth minister.
Anyone interested in applying should send a resume to Ken VandenHoek at Boise
Friends Church, 7751 Goddard Road, Boise, ID 83704.
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Uncle Charlie
Never Wrote

and it only took two
years to settle his estate.

Uncle Charlie was not a man
to shirk his responsibilities;
he just did not realize how
much difference a will could
make. Since he had no chil-
dren, he assumed everything
would go to his wife. But ac-
cording to the laws of his par-
ticular state, two thirds of his
real estate went to his broth-
ers.

If Uncle Charlie had intended
to leave anything to his
church, his wish was never
realized. The law makes no
allowance for charitable be-
quests without a will or some
contractual arrangement.

The free booklet below gives
some other good reasons for
writing a will. Send for your
copy today.

Don Worden, Director of Development

Evangelical Friends Church—
Eastern Region

1201 30th Street N.W.

Canton, Ohio 44709

O Please send “37 Things People
‘Know' About Wills That Aren't
Really So™ without cost or obligation.

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Family Fits In

B [ would like to thank you for your
editorial in the May issue of the Evan-
GELICAL FrIEnND entitled “Where Does the
Family Fit In?”

Your theory that the family unit will be
strengthened in proportion to the family’s
involvement in the church program is one |
support as well. While not wanting to
underrate the current emphasis on involv-
ing the family, it does seem to me that
history would tell us that church involve-
ment is seldom the culprit in family dif-
ficulties.

J. DANIEL FrROST
Port St. Lucie, Florida

Opinions expressed by writers of articles or letters in the
EVANGELICAL FRIEND are not necessarily those of the
editors or of the Evangelical Friends Alliance. Due to
space limitations, letters may be condensed. Leiters
should be held 1o 300 words, preferably much less.

THE JOY OF READING

By Nancy WoOODWARD

One of the most valuable gifts we can give
to our children is the love of reading. Itisa
gift that will last for a lifetime and will take
your child to faraway places. Only by read-
ing can we travel to Narnia and romp with
Aslan, Lucy, Peter, Edmund, and Susan;
journey to the Shire and meet Bilbo, Frodo,
and Sam Gamgee; or enter the wonder of
the Hundred Acre Wood and play with
Eeyore, Pooh, Piglet, Owl, and Chris-
topher Robin.

The love of books starts at a very young
age. Even before their first birthday a child
likes to sit on Mom’s or Dad’s lap and look
at bright picture books. Soon that child
will graduate to Richard Scarry and the Best
Word Book Ever. The love of books and

being read to travels onto Dr. Suess’s Hor-
ton Hatches an Egg, Maurice Sendak’s
Where the Wild Things Are, and to the clas-
sic Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel by
Virginia Burton.

In our family stories before bedtime were
a ritual. None of our children felt properly
tucked in until we had first read stories
together. But it is a sad thing for reading
aloud together to end with the preschool
years. It is the desire of our family to con-
tinue reading together as our children grow
older. Over a long period of time we've
been reading aloud J.R.R. Tolkien’s The
Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings trilogy.
We find with busy family schedules some-
times it is impossible to find time when all
our children are at home in the evening
(i.e., during little league season). But the
goal is still there and we certainly can’t quit
while Frodo and Sam Gamgee are in the
middle of their perilous journey through
Mordor to Mount Doom!

With a preschool background of reading
together it becomes a natural progression
for a child to enjoy reading alone. A begin-
ning reader starts with simple books like
Frog and Toad are Friends by Arnold
Lobel. As skills improve, a young reader
progresses to short chapter stories such as
the Little House on the Prairie series by
Laura Ingalls Wilder.

It is an important turning point in a
child’s life when books become personal
friends. It is a joy when a child reaches the
point that he or she chooses to read instead
of doing other activities. Our sons came to
this turning point last summer. It was more
by necessity than by choice, but the end re-
sults have been wonderful. We were living
on an lowa farm for six months. The boys
had no friends since we were new to the
community. We'd limited TV watching to
two hours on Saturday. Out of boredom a
trip to the local library became an exciting

OLNEY IS

Community,
Relationship,
Personal Growth.

A Quaker blend of tradition
and modern. Let our students
(grades 9-12) tell you about us.
Write:

OLNEY FRIENDS SCHOOL
Barnesville, Ohio 43713




Has Thee
Hugged a Quaker
Today?

These popular buttons, along with
lovely Quaker postcards, are now
available at low prices for bulk
orders. Use them for fundraising
for your church, yearly meeting,
or Friends group. For a free sam-
ple and full details write to:

Kimo Press, Dept. EF

P.O. Box 1361
Falls Church, VA 22041

NATIONAL BESTSELLER!

Celebration of
Discipline

The Path to Spiritual Growth
RICHARD J. FOSTER

The contemporary classic of
Christian faith and practice.

“Fresh . . . creative . . . moves beyond
surface living into the depths of the life in
Christ.” — Today s Christian Woman

“Deep, original, and insightful . . . just Now in its
what is needed to bring about a genuine fourteenth
spiritual maturity”” — Bookstore Journal blg pI'iIl tiﬂg'

Harper @ Row Also by Richard J. Foster . . .
SAN FRANGISCO FREEDOM OF SIMPLICITY

30,000 copies in print!
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FRIENDS
BOOK STORE
216/537-3481

Distributor of Aldersgate
Sunday School Materials

Sunday School Materials
from all major publishers
Christian Education Supplies
Youth Materials
Bibles in All Translations

Contemporary
Christian Books

Church Supplies

Write for free copy of
Lamb of God

by Pinkham Quaker Songwriters:

Friends United Press will publish & limited number of choral, child-
DAMASCUS, OHIO ren’s, inspirational solo, and folk songs each year. Write Friendsong,
44619 Friends United Press, 101 Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, IN 47374

for submission guidelines.




ACCOMMODATIONS
IN FLORIDA

Stay in Orlando, Florida, at
Southeastern Yearly Meeting

QUAKER CENTER

at Cisney House, 847 Highland
Ave., 32803. Rooms available for
sojourners by reservation. Also,
one- and two-bedroom unfurnished
apartments on year round basis.
ext to Orlando Friends Meeting.
A Friendly Intergenerational
Quaker Community.
Telephone (305) 422-8079.
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Come to our small college setting and
get a Christian education with a personal
touch... You will become a member of
our family at

FRIENDS
BIBLE COLLEGE

s MUSIC = EDUCATION
m BIBLE s BUSINESS
= MISSIONS

For additional information,
Write or cali:

HERB FRAZIER
ADMISSIONS

P.0. BOX 288 + HAVILAND, KS.
ZIP 67059 « (316) 862-5252
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FRIENDS CONCERNS

Around Northwest Yearly
Meeting

AS MANY AS 843 PEOPLE in a single
service gathered at George Fox Col-
lege’s Coleman Wheeler Sports
Center to hear Myron Augsburger,
speaker for the 90th annual sessions
of Northwest Yearly Meeting. The
Mennonite author, educator, and cur-
rently pastor and church planter
spoke at the evening services and at
a morning inspirational hour. The
July 24-30 sessions were held with a
theme of “Life Through the Spirit.”
The Sunday afternoon missions rally
featured “Frontiers for Friends” and
received offering and pledges of
$11,941. That evening Superinten-
dent Jack L. Willcuts presented the
keynote message. The week’s activ-
ities included business sessions,
board presentations, workshops,
and Wednesday evening George Fox
College President David C. LeShana
gave his final annuai report to the
Yearly Meeting as he leaves that
office to accept the presidency of
Seattle Pacific University.

* * *

ENTIAT FRIENDS CHURCH, Entiat,
Washington, will celebrate 75 years
of continuous service to the commu-
nity on May 14, 1983. Yearly Meeting
Superintendent Jack L. Willcuts will
be the featured speaker. All former
pastors and attenders are invited to
attend.

* * *

THE FOCUS CONFERENCE for pas-
tors and spouses will be held Sep-
tember 21-23 at Umatilla, Oregon.
The theme for this year's conference
concerns the pastor’s role as coun-
selor. Dr. Kenneth Ogden of West
Covina, California, will be the
primary resource speaker. Dr. Ogden
holds a doctorate in family and mar-
riage counseling.

* * *

A NEW FRIENDS MEETING has
been organized at McCall, Idaho. The
church is temporarily meeting at
Quaker Hill Camp, where it holds
services each Sunday evening. The
organizational meeting was held
July 17 and the first service was held
the following day with 13 present.

" ¥ *

AS | AM, GOD LOVES ME is the
theme for the Friends Women'’s Mis-
sionary Fellowship Conferences.

Marti Ensign from Seattle, Wash-
ington, will be speaking at the two
meetings—September 30- October 3
at Quaker Hill, McCall, ldaho, and
October 14-17 at Twin Rocks, Rock-
away, Oregon.

* * *

THREE BOOKLETS prepared by Jack
L. Willcuts as aids for the local
church are available from the Yearly
Meeting office. “Guidelines for
Local Church Committees,” “Guide-
lines for Local Stewardship Commit-
tees,” and “Handbook for Pastors”
can be obtained for 50¢ each from
the NWYM office, P.O. Box 190,
Newberg, Oregon 97132.

* * *

FRIENDS YOUTH FIELD SECRE-
TARY FRANK ENGLE is maintaining
an office at the Melba Friends
Church that also serves as an ldaho
office for the Yearly Meeting. Frank
can be contacted by phone at
208/495-2549 or by writing P.O. Box
116, Melba, Idaho 83641,

L3 * *

DR. CARL H. LUNDQUIST will be the
featured speaker for the sixth annual
George Fox College Christian Edu-
cation Conference. The November
4-6 meeting on campus is sponsored
by the departments of Christian
Ministry and Church Relations of
George Fox College. Dr. Lundquist
is president of Bethel College and
Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota, and
is also president of the national
Christian College Consortium. The
conference includes more than 40
workshops for Christian education
workers, and exhibits by Christian
education publishers and suppliers.

George Fox College News

George Fox will dedicate its newest
building, the William and Mary
Bauman Chapel/Auditorium, in cer-
emonies October 15. The formal
9:30 a.m. program will be one of a
dozen events set for a week-long
dedication celebration starting Octo-
ber 11. The 1,200-seat auditorium,
under construction for nearly a year,
is the ninth new building on the cam-
pus in the last five years. The $2.6
million facility with 23,500 square
feet of floor space is the second
phase of the Milo C. Ross Center.
The first phase, an office/classroom
complex, opened in the fall of 1978.
Dedication events include several
open houses for various college con-
stituencies, a formal inaugural con-
cert featuring the Oregon Symphony
Orchestra, reception and dinners,
organ concert, and a Sunday evening
church service for Northwest Yearly
Meeting churches, which helped
with the campaign to construct the
building.

* * *

An Elderhostel program designed for
older adult students will be estab-
lished at George Fox College this
fall. The short-term, residential edu-
cation program is offered at a mod-
est cost to persons 60 years and old-
er. George Fox joins a national pro-

gram and organization to host the
Elderhostel courses. The program
will be based at the college’s Tilikum
Retreat Center, seven miles north-
west of the main Newberg campus.
The first program will be October
10-15, with a winter offering January
9-14, and a spring series May 8-13
and May 15-20. George Fox is one of
five national Christian College Con-
sortium schools to participate in the
program and the only one with a pro-
gram during its regular academic
year and not just summer. The Eid-
erhostel program brings a small
group of 30 to 40 persons to the cam-
pus for liberal arts courses spe-
cifically designed by the college and
offered on a noncredit basis with no
homework or testing.

* * *

George Fox College Dean Wiiliam
Green is serving as administrator in
charge while a search is underway
for the tenth president of the college.
At the college since 1972, Green, by
college bylaws, is in charge of the
coilege when the president is away,
and the George Fox Board of Trust-
ees has continued that policy. He
has moved to the president’s office
in Wood-Mar Hall and will continue
to serve as dean of the college. A
15-member presidential search com-
mittee has approved guidelines for
the selection process, with approval
by the coilege board’'s executive
committee. A deadline of October
15 has been set to receive applica-
tions for the presidency, to replace
David Le Shana, who announced his
resignation in May to become the
next president of Seattle Pacific
University. . .
Leadership for the George Fox Col-
lege Foundation is being changed. A
three-member administrative com-
mittee has been appointed to re-
place Jerry Knudsen, executive dir-
ector for the past 16 months. He has
been released to devote fuil time to a
personal business enterprise. As-
suming operating management are
George Fox Development Director
Maurice Chandler, Business Mana-
ger Don Millage, and Business Pro-
fessor Roger Crabbs. They all con-
tinue with their fulltime college
positions while giving additional ser-
vice to the foundation. There also is
a change at the board level with Phil
Harmon, president of Harmon and
Associates, Seattle, the new board
president. He replaces Medford phy-
sician Alvin Roberts, chairman for
the last 10 years, who asked to step
down. He remains on the foundation
board, however.

* * *

George Fox College’s historical
museum is getting a new home—
one more accessible to the public. 1t
is moving in September to a new
location in Brougher Hall. The
museum is being moved from its fo-
cation in the lower level of Sham-
baugh Library. The move allows fur-
ther expansion of library holdings
with the present museum space
used for additional shelving.

EFC-—ER Happenings

CAMP CAESAR 1982 was a great
blessing to a total of 542 youth who
attended this year. At Junior High
Camp (June 28-July 3) there were 292
registered, which topped last year’s
record by 70. John Williams, Jr., and
Jim Brantingham were the speakers
for the week, according to Bruce
Burch, who directed the camps.

Senior High Camp had 250 en-
rolled with Charles DeVol as chapel
speaker and Coach Dan Manley as
evening evangelist.

During the two weeks of camp, a
sacrifice offering of $858 was col-
lected to go to World Relief to help
truly needy people. In addition the
youth donated $402 1o help meet ex-
penses of the camp. We join in
praising God for the victories won
and for the spiritual needs that were
met during those two weeks.

* * *

SUMMER MINISTRIES TEAMS to-
taled 80 youth this year participating
in King's Kids (Paul and Marilee
Beck, directors); Young Believers
(Bruce Burch, director); Orchestra
(Carroll Bailey, director); Cum-
berland Mountain Team (Arlan Garra,
leader); and Navajo Indian Team
(Roger and Nancy Lippiatt, coor-
dinators). In addition three college-
age young people traveled all sum-
mer in a puppet team ministry to
vacation Bible schoois in nine
Friends churches from Canada to
Florida. Russ and Judy Nutt and
Mandy Clark, all from Alliance,
found the summer's work very re-
warding.

“it was a busy summer, but one of
the best for Quaker young people in-
volved in some form of Christian
ministry,” said Bruce Burch, who
had the responsibility of scheduling
and planning all of the Summer
Ministries programs. Many notes of
appreciation have been received
from host pastors and from people
who attended concerts. From the
young people who participated, we
have heard many expressions of
gratitude for providing the opportu-
nity to minister.

* * *

MIDWINTER RETREAT is scheduled
for December 27-30 at Wesliey
Woods Conference Center located in
northwestern Pennsyivania. Former
Youth for Christ director, Jack



French, will be the speaker, and
Harold Carl will coordinate the
music. Youth 7th grade and up are
eligible to attend. Watch for further
announcements.

* * *

ROD AND BARBARA ROUTON
visited Eastern Region Friends
Churches during August to bring
greetings from Friends at Elekira
Friends Church in Mexico City. They
brought slides and reported on the
EFA mission work in which they
serve along with Everett and Alda
Clarkson.

* * *

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTERS for
Friends couples have been sched-
uled as follows:

Sept. 24-26 Akron

Oct. 22-24 Greensboro, North

Carolina

Nov. 5-7 Akron
Jack and JoAnn Ditty of East Rich-
land Friends are the new lay execu-
tive couple. For those who wish to
register for one of these weekends,
write to Jim and Mary McMiilen, 789
Wild Cherry Drive, Akron, OH 44319.

* * *

QUTREACH CONFERENCES in
EFC-ER churches will be scheduled
in October. This year Don Worden
has organized the program around
the theme “Rejoicing Together with
God,” with emphasis upon cele-
brating God’s great gifts to us. Many
lay volunteers have agreed to visit
various churches to speak in behaif
of the Missionary Outreach Budget
of the Yearly Meeting, with October
24 as Commitment Sunday.

* * *

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION—East
Goshen Friends Church, located on
Rt. 165, 3 miles northeast of Beloit,
Ohio, invites Friends to the Centen-
nial Celebration of their Friends
Meetinghouse on Sunday, October
10, with worship service at 10:30
a.m., fellowship dinner at noon, and
afternoon celebration at 2:00 p.m.

Pastor Charles Bancroft has invit-
ed former pastors to attend, and
there will be special music and a
slide presentation outlining 100
years of history.

i 2 L o

Anna Nixon {third woman from
right} is pictured with the
Washington, D.C., Friends
Fellowship at Tower House, ML
Vernon, Virginia, on April 25
during her visit among Eastern
Region churches.

SEVEN EFC-ER FRIENDS were able
to attend the New Call o Peacemak-
ing Conference at Elizabethtown,
Pennsyivania, last June. These in-
cluded Raymond Kelley of Battle
Creek, Ivar Johnson of Williamsport,
Bill Wade and Duane Zettle of Wil-
loughby Hills, Virginia Douglas and
Pat Kelley of North Olmsted, and
David Byrne of Urbana.

* * *

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP has been
finalized in all the churches. Harry
Welch is pastoring at Achilles, Vir-
ginia; Robert Stroup serves at Co-
lumbus Calvary; James Lingner is at
Northside, Grinnell; and Larry Grigs-
by began his pastoral duties at
Peniel on September 1. -

FOCUS ON MALONE

CLASSES for the 1982-83 vyear
started on August 30, as Malone stu-
dents began study under the new
“semester program.” As a change
from the 3-1-3-3 term system used for
the past 11 years at Malone, the new
schedule calls for:

Fall Semester-Aug. 30 to Dec. 21

Spring Semester-Jan. 17 to

May 13.

* * *

FACULTY CONFERENCE was held
August 25-26 for the faculty at Camp
Neosa near Carroliton. New person-
nel introduced included GREG WIL-
SON, formerly of Cincinnati, who
joins the Fine Arts Division as assis-
tant professor of vocal music; and
SCOTT ARMSTRONG, who is the
new “job locator” in the Office of
Academic Services.

»* * *

DAN MANLEY is the new dean of
students at Malone, replacing Guy
Hull. A native of Canada, Manley
was reared in Brazil by missionary
parents. He was educated at Ten-
nessee Temple University, Liberty
Baptist Coliege, and Deita State
University. He joined the Malone
faculty a year ago as basketball
coach and assistant professor of
physical education. In his new
assignment, he will continue as
head basketball coach for the next
two years besides directing the stu-
dent life program at Malone.

* » *

FORUM LECTURE SERIES for
1982-83 will include the following
guest speakers:

Sept. 20-Jack Anderson

Oct. 25-Jim Tunney

March 28-Phyllis Schlafly and

Sara Weddington
April 25-Donald McHenry.

* * *

MALONE YOUTH CONFERENCE is
scheduled for October 28-31 and will
feature “College for a Weekend” on
the campus. Sharalee and Jerry
Lucas will be special guest speaker
and musician for the event. High
school juniors and seniors desiring
to attend should contact the Malone
Admissions Office.

RMYM Briefs . . .

HAY SPRINGS, Nebraska—New
Hope Friends Church hosted vaca-
tion Bible school in June. The pro-
gram’s theme for 1982 was “The
Good Shepherd.” An average of 24
children attended.

* * >

VALE, South Dakota—Sanda
Sanganza of Zimbabwe, Africa,
spoke at a July mission service. ...
Vacation Bible school at Empire
Friends studied the theme “Jesus
and Me.” Mildred Fallette directed.

* * *

PAONIA, Colorado—Paonia
Friends Church attendance is up.
Worship attendance averaged 162,
with 104 for Sunday school
recently .... Steve Grabel and Kim
Cox are now leading the church
youth ministry.

* * *

GRAND JUNCTION, Colorado—
Grand Junction Friends recently
held a Lay Witness Mission. Lois
Eismore served as the locai chair-
woman, while Ken Leach from Cen-
ter, Colorado, worked as weekend
coordinator. One purpose of the
weekend is to increase sensitivity of
church members to potential lay
ministries and opportunities to
share Christ.

* * >

FORT COLLINS, Colorado—
University Friends is experimenting
through the summer with a com-
bined Sunday school-worship pro-
gram. During the first half hour, ac-
tivities are aimed toward the chil-
dren. Next, church members par-
ticipate in a worship service.

‘Friends Ministering
Together

Seldom does a genuine bargain ap-
pear. However, the wise buyer is
aware when one does. The Rocky
Mountain Yearly Meeting offers the
discriminating buyer a rare bargain.
Copies of the Yearly Meeting’s 25th
Anniversary book Friends Minister-
ing Together still are available. The
cost is $6.00 for a single copy, $5.50
for two copies, and $5.00 for three or
more copies. Orders can be sent to
RMYM Anniversary Book, 29 No.
Garland, Colorado Springs, CO
80909. Please include a check or
money order. :
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Contest Winner

Tracy Mastin’s picture of the dinner
bell at Quaker Ridge won second
place at a Christian schools con-
ference in Pueblo. Tracy, 14, took

the picture for a class at Woodland
Park Christian School, where she at-
tends. Tracy is the daughter of
Harold and Cari Mastin.

Yearly Meeting
Prayer Opportunities:

1. Pray for a more effective
ministry to the youth in Grand Junc-
tion, Colorado, Recent energy-
related development creates a
population explosion in the area.
The influx of new people offers new
outreach opportunities.

2. Thank God for the recently
completed Yearly Meeting sessions.
Ask God to give confirmation and
leading for the many decisions
reached in June.

3. Pray for the Navajo believers in
Rough Rock. Also ask God to raise
up a couple to succeed Vern and
Lols Ellis.

4. Pray the attendance increase
at Paonia, Colorado, will continue.
Pray that the new believers will
become firmiy established in their
faith and begin to tell others about
Jesus Christ.

5. Ask God to increase your per-
sonal thirst for His Scriptures.

Editor’s thoughts ....

What is your first love? God,or....

A recent event at Paonia (Col-
orado) Friends gives pause for
thought. Mr. and Mrs. Mike Greer
reaffirmed their marriage vows to
each other. Beautiful!

| imagine most of you are familiar
with the vows exchanged during
wedding ceremonies. Couples af-
firm to love each other, no matter
what; further, they promise to
cherish each other. The one word
that sums up the exchange is com-
mitment. The groom and his bride
commit themseives to each other, no
matter what happens.

The action Mr. and Mrs. Mike
Greer recently took is wonderful
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because they told all attending their
ceremony their plan is commitment
to each other.

The Christian's relationship to-
ward God is much the same. God
loves us no matter what. In addition,
our Lord has our best interests in His
mind. However, do we make God our
first love?

Whether you are single or married,
the content of marriage vows should
not only guide that temporary earthly
relationship, but aiso it should guide
the eternal friendship believers
share with God through Jesus
Christ. -~Mike Henley

Regional Editor

Excerpts from Keynote
Message of Mid-America
Yearly Meeting

August 2-6, 1982

Maurice Roberts, newly appointed
superintendent of MAYM, spoke of
four categories of challenge as he
asked, “What is our purpose for be-
ing here—not here at Yearly Meeting
sessions—but in existence as a
group of churches?”

First, was the spiritual challenge
to be intercessory prayer warriors, to
be strong supporters of one another,
to be sensitive in allowing each
believer to be led by the Holy Spirit,
and to be an attractive Christian by
word and deed. “The Holy Spirit is
not free to work and lead when divi-
sive attitudes prevail, in which case
neither side wins, but Satan does,”
he said.

The challenge of right attitudes
called for each one to be unto others
what we want them to be to us. He
referred to the oft-used definition of
a friend as one who still loves us
even when they know aii about us.
“And isn’t it unique that we are
called the Society of Friends.”

The challenge of growth com-
pared the growth of an organization,
which requires goal setting, plan-
ning, and evaluation, to that of an
organism, which requires nurturing,
exercise, and rest. It was pointed
out that to spend time solving prob-
lems saps the energy and restricts
growth. God provides opportunities,
and the vision must be to both plan

ahead for the nurture of the organ-
ism and to prepare goal setting for
the organization.

The fourth chailenge, of steward-
ship, pointed out that money is first
of all a heart problem. “If we don’t
believe in that which we are asked to
support, then the issue is settled,”
Roberts said. Christians do support

Maurice and Peggy Roberts

programs that are well-communi-
cated, well-managed, and that pro-
duce results. Mid-America was
challenged to be prepared to allow
for new things to happen and for new
ways to implement them.

In conclusion, the comparison
was made from Exodus 14:13-16,
where Moses instructed the children
of lsrael “fear ye not, stand still .. ..
The Lord shall fight for you.” (KJV)
“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Quit
praying and get the people mov-
ing!’” {LB) The challenge was both
to watch the Lord at work and to also
be moving.

Pastors Attend Workshop
in California

Two of our pastors, George Bigley
and Sheldon Cox, recently attended
the Leadership Seminar at Rose
Drive Friends Church, Yorba Linda,
California. This seminar was spon-
sored by the church under the
leadership of Pastor C. W. Perry,
with credit available at Fuller
Seminary and Azusa Pacific College.

Friends Bible College News

Gene Pickard, former missionary to
Guatemala under California Yearly
Meeting, is now a full-time faculty
member at Friends Bible College.
His extensive field experience along
with outstanding academic qualifi-
cations will greatly strengthen the
missionary preparation program at
FBC. Gene and his wife, Myra (Wil-
liamson), have two children, Heath-
er, 6, and Jason, 4.

The annual FBC Women's Auxiliary

Sale will be held Friday, October 8.
Parents Day is Saturday, October 9.

Missionary Travels

Debbie Kellum, daughter of David
and Mae Kellum, took her state nurs-
ing examination on July 13-14 and
left the next day to join the family,
who is currently vacationing in
Kenya. Her brother Leroy will soon
be in Wichita to enroll as a freshman
at Friends University.

Shortly following the Yearly Meet-
ing sessions the Wiliard Fergusons
and Alfred Millers will return to
Burundi.

Bob and Connie Shaffer returned
home in May so that Bob could en-
roll in nursing courses at Wichita
State University. Because this year
will be a year of schooling, their
deputation schedule wili be limited.

Holy Life Ministries
Completes Effective Year

The Spiritual Life Board has con-
cluded the second year of sponsor-
ship of Max Huffman’s Holy Life
Ministry. Churches were invited to
scheduie a conference and to pro-
vide financial support according to
their ability. The Spiritual Life Board
budgeted funds to cover the differ-
ence between the agreement and the
actual support. Nineteen Confer-
ences were held in Mid-America
Yearly Meeting this year and min-
istry proved to be seif-supporting by
offerings and gifts. We are indebted
to Max and Kathieen Huffman, and
their son Keith, who also was a part
of the team.

FRIENDS GATHER

(Editor’s note: With first mention of
a church, the name of its pastor is
noted in parentheses.)

Churches across the EFA have been
active during the spring and summer
months, as evidenced by the follow-
ing reports:

Special Services

A cantata entitled The New Cove-
nant was presented at WOODLAND,
Idaho, (Rob King) by a musical group
of members and friends on May 30
and later at the Assembly of God
Church in Kamiah nearby. Yearly
Meeting Superintendent Jack Will-
cuts brought the morning message
on June 6. On Thursday evening,
June 10, the Dayspring singers from
George Fox College were at
Woodland.

GILEAD, Mt. Gilead, Ohio (Charles
Robinson). Evangelist Stan Scott
and child evangelists Jim Baer and
Adam Boyd shared in a Sunday
morning service. They had been
ministering in the week-long Abun-
dant Life Crusade in Cardington.
Pastor Joe Graham and the congre-
gation of MARION Friends shared an
evening service, giving their ex-
periences in establishing the new
meeting and their visions for the
future.

TULSA, Oklahoma, (John Penrose}
experienced revival during their Mis-
sion Conference in April. Willard and
Doris Ferguson and Alfred and Ruth
Milier prepared a Burundi banquet
Saturday evening, serving a festive
native meal. Slides on Millers’ work
in Burundi followed dinner. Work-
shops were heid Sunday afternoon
providing insights into the daily work
of the missionaries. The evening cli-
maxed with the film Friends Mis-
sions Around the World.

A winning Women’s Seminar was
held recently at TECUMSEH, Mich-
igan, (John Williams, Sr.) with guest
Joyce Landorf (by film) and Clarice
Hall from Battie Creek. Missionary
associates sharing recently in ser-

vices are Gary and Scottie Spohr,
who have been ministering to stu-
dents at Northern Michigan Uni-
versity, and Stephen and Carolyn
VanValkenburg, who have just re-
turned from the Philippines, where
they helped establish a staff school
for Campus Crusade. Another asso-
ciate team were Dale and Marian
Comfort Neff, who spent their final
visit before leaving for the Philip-
pines under Action International
Ministries. The film The Living Word
was shown in an evening service.

“WOW! What a great experience
it was doing God’s Trombones with
the League City choir”—this report
from FRIENDSWOOD, Texas (Joe
Roher). Tentative plans are already
being made for another joint effort
during the Christmas season. Ghoir
members, instrumentalists, and nar-
rators spent hours and gave up their
Sunday afternoons and Wednesday
evenings in preparation. June 20
was Burundi Day, and Paul Thorn-
burg was the speaker in both morn-
ing worship services. A thoroughly
“Texas Holiday” was planned to
welcome Joe and Sally Roher.

EMPIRE, Vale, South Dakota,
(Lioyd Hinshaw) had John Hinshaw,
pastor of HOMESTEAD Friends
Church, Cedar Point, Kansas, as
guest speaker. Friends Bible Col-
lege Singers visited several
churches throughout Rocky Moun-
tain Yearly Meeting during June.

HUGHESVILLE, Pennsylvania, (Er-
nest Lauffenburger) hosted District
Meeting with speakers Dan Manley
from Malone College and Bruce
Burch from the Canton office. Work-
shops were held during the weekend.
The slides of india, *Then and Now,”
were also shown,

“Old-Fashioned Quaker Sunday”
was enjoyed by all who attended
DERBY Friends, Kansas, (Dan
Qualls) on June 30. This first journey
back into our Quaker past was a
huge success. A number of people
had fun dressing up to fook like old-
time Quakers, while those who didn't



enjoyed looking at those who did.
The service included poems, songs,
and thoughts.

At EAST GOSHEN, Beloit, Ohio,
(Charles Bancroft)Carol Wallace was
chosen “Mother —
of the Year” at |
the yearly Mother- £
Daughter Ban- _
quet. Carol is the
mother of five
daughters and
works full time at
the local grocery. |
She was present-
ed with a certifi- ¥
cate, a dozen roses, and letters of
love from her daughters. The enter-
tainment was Mandy Clark and Judy
Nutt with their puppets. Speakers for
the spring revival were Willis Miiler,
Bruce Burch, and Earl and Catherine
Smith, who ministered in music and
shared with the children.

SPRINGDALE, Leavenworth, Kan-
sas (Ray and LaVell Fitch) cele-
brated their 125th anniversary on
September 4 and 5. Guest speaker
was Merle Roe, LaJunta, Colorado,
with special music presented by the
Fitch family.

URBANA, Ohio, (David Byrne)
reports that a former Jehovah’s Wit-
ness spoke to the Friends Youth re-
cently sharing how he was wit-
nessed to by a Christian friend who,
by Scripture, convinced him of the
error of his belief. The choir of
Montezuma Indian School, Cotton-
wood, Arizona, sang. Also minister-
ing in another service were the
King’'s Harvest Singers of West Lib-
erty. Family Night featured a basket
dinner, group singing, devotions by
the pastor's wife, humorous read-
ings, and fellowship.

EMPORIA, Kansas, (Galen Hin-
shaw) had “Cornerstone,” a group of
youth from Friends churches in Mid-
America, for a concert of sacred mu-
sic this summer. Fred Littlefield
was guest speaker at a worship ser-
vice. He and his wife, Naomi, were
previous pastors of Emporia Friends.

Lucy Anderson of Canton spoke to
110 women at the Mother-Daughter
Banquet at GILEAD,

ARGONIA, Kansas, (Clarence
Lanier) is having a special celebra-
tion on September 18 with the
Church Centennial Celebration.

NORTHRIDGE, Wichita, Kansas,
(David Leach) reports an old-
fashioned worship service was held
at the Chapel in Cow Town on Sun-
day evening, July 18, There was lots
of singing with pump organ and
piano. Worship was followed by an
old-time lawn party.

Tom Harrison, Nashville, Tennes-
see, ministered in song during a re-
cent service at RAISIN VALLEY,
Adrian, Michigan (Dale Chryst). A
Mother-Daughter salad buffet was
enjoyed, with Mrs. Williams of Te-
cumseh Friends Church as speaker.
Vacation Bible school, ages 4
through 6th grade, with Earl and
Catherine Smith and their puppet
friends, was held for one week with
average attendance of 72 children.

At HESPER, Kansas, Tom Decker
and his wife, Nancy, and family of
Rose Hill began pastoral service on
July 1. He will attend the Nazarene
Seminary in Kansas City. Aiden and
Rolena Pitts have moved to their
property in Wichita, after spending
18 months as student pastors and 47
years in full-time pastoral service.

Jim Woodward has been conduct-
ing a series of studies on faith and
prayer for members of the Spiritual
Life Commission at BELLEFON-
TAINE, Ohio (Philip Taylor). The
church held a surprise birthday party
for Harold Wyandt, district super-
intendent.

WILLOW CREEK, Kansas City,
Missouri, (Greg A. Harris) had Cen-
tennial Celebration on June 13 with
Fred Jones, former pastor, as guest
speaker. Ed Cramer, former mem-
ber, was guest master of ceremo-
nies. Activities included old-
fashioned Quaker meeting, reading
of Quaker queries, historical review
(including slides), children’s skit,
and display. Maurice and Peggy
Roberts (new superintendent of Mid-
America Yearly Meeting) celebrated
their 25th wedding anniversary with
an open house on June 20 hosted by
their chiidren.

At CANTON, Ohio, (John Williams,
Jr.} 43 new people were received into
membership during a recent service.
Three new Bible studies for the sum-
mer are—one in the home of Pastor
John Williams and led by him; one
led by Russell and Marjorie Myers in
their home; and one led by Jim Yost
in the home of Tim and Sharon Ew-
ing. A special time for single adult
women under the leadership of
Joyce Huffman is held weekly at the
church on Saturday mornings. A
new adult Sunday school class is
underway led by Bob and Diane
Starcher on New Testament Person-
alities. The International Center for
Learning held seminars for the bene-
fit of preschool, school-age children,
and adult Sunday school teachers;
125 persons from 17 churches at-
tended, with 34 of those from First
Friends. Tim Ewing directed vol-
unteers in the landscaping of the
church grounds. July 4th Vespers
were held with ALLIANCE Friends
Church at Camp Gideon. Also in-
ciuded were a light supper and an
evening of fun. Chuck Ruiz-Bueno
has been appointed as the new
minister of youth and outreach. He
and wife, Terri, were welcomed by a
“cupboard to cupboard” party.

Youth Activities

BELLEFONTAINE youth have been
doing odd jobs for people to earn
money for camp. Jim Woodward, Jr.,
is a recent graduate from Baylor Uni-
versity, and Daniel Davis received
his degree from Wheaton College.
DAMASCUS, Ohio, (Joseph Kirby)
on Graduate Sunday honored 18 high
school and 5 college graduates. The
week began with a banquet and pro-
gram, followed by an evening of
activity at the Canton Northeast
Community Center, with breakfast at

the church on Sunday morning for
graduates and parents. Gifts were
presented during the morning wor-
ship hour.

At WILLOW CREEK, an all-church
camp-out was held June 25, 26.
Travis Hockett received the fishing
trophy with 11 catches.

On Sunday, June 27, NORTH-

RIDGE Friends experienced Sunday
school for everyone with Special
Family Electives such as Parent-
Teen Relationships; Parenting
Styles/What Kind of Parent Am |?
Building Self-Esteem in Your Chil-
dren and Others; and Parenting
Issues Related to Children Growing
Up.
Jon Halfhill, a 1982 high school
graduate from GILEAD, is hiking
from Georgia to Maine on the 2,121-
mile, five-month walk up the Appa-
lachian Trail. Jon participated last
year in the EFC-ER camping
ministries.

Kris Cox of PAONIA, Colorado,
(Eldon Cox) was appointed to Boys’
State held at Southern Colorado
State University in Pueblo.

Graduates from COLORADO
SPRINGS, Colorado, (Arden Kinser)
are Terry White, Friends Bible Col-
lege; Sheree Davison, Friends Uni-
versity; Darlina Chambers, E! Paso
Community Coliege; Tim Schaal,
Mitchell High School; Kevin Har-
rison, Harrison High School; Jeff
Troth, Wasson High School; and
Stephanie Anderson, Doherty High
School.

DERBY reports that “Sounds of
Praise” appeared in concert on
August 15. Camp Quaker Haven was
the site of two retreats on the
weekend of July 10-11, with the
youth and singles both meeting for
Bible study, swimming, and many
other activities.

Eight high school graduates and
one coliege graduate were given
special recognition on graduation
Sunday at EAST GOSHEN.

Rita Smith, a business adminis-
tration senior at Friends University
and junior high youth director at
NORTHRIDGE, has been named in-
terim director of the Dandelion, a
Christian Coffee House in Wichita. A
retreat to Pomona Lake was held the
weekend of July 22, with many activ-
ities planned. July 25 a group of
youth from Friends churches in
Ohio, Michigan, Virginia, and North
Carolina presented a concert.

WOODLAND Friends held vaca-
tion day camp the week of July
12-16. Campers were from kinder-
garten age through the sixth grade.
This year's camp was a nature camp.
The five days of camp each had their
own topic of discussion, using five
different “elements” —seeds, water,
soil, air, and sunlight. Each was
used as a parable in relationship to
Christ. Each day the children had a
memory verse to learn that went
along with what they studied for that
particuiar day. Camp helpers for the
week were members of the LYN-
WOOD, Portland, Oregon, (Glenn
Armstrong) Youth Group who made

SEPTEMBER 1982 23

the trip under the guidance of their
assistant pastor, Lioyd Melhorn, and
Verna Newton. After being camp
helpers in the morning, they donned
work clothes and painted the church
and parsonage in the afternoon
hours, weather permitting. As a per-
fect ending to a perfect week, a bar-
becue was held Friday evening on
the church lawn for the parents,
campers, helpers, and the coun-
selors.

HUGHESVILLE held a day camp
for children from the community at
Hughesville Camp Ground, consist-
ing of Bible stories, memory work,
handcraft, and recreation.

At TECUMSEH the closing
celebration of the Kids Krusade was
held on a Sunday evening recently.
More than 150 boys and girls,
assisted by 25 adult helpers and the
Townsend family, benefited from the
five-night crusads,

At WILLOW CREEK a group of 30
young people as a youth orchestra
from Evangelical Friends Church—
Eastern Region appeared the last
Sunday in July.

TULSA Friends sanctuary became
the “Land of Narnia” during VBS
June 7-12, when they participated in
C. S. Lewis’s The Lion, The Witch
and The Wardrobe. A portion of the
story on film was viewed each eve-
ning, followed by activities that rein-
forced the lesson. The week cli-
maxed with a coronation dinner
where, by a series of role plays, they
took the fantasies of Narnia and
made them reality in their lives so
that struggles and victories could be
seen in a new light.

Vacation Bible school was held at
SPRINGDALE June 7-11 and was a
successful week for learning and
growing in the spiritual life of
children and teachers. The theme
was ‘“God Speaks, We Listen.”

The Sunday school teachers and
students really appreciate Lester
Snyder’s “labor of iove” in making
the blackboards and cabinets at
NORTHBRANCH, Kansas (Lester
Snyder).

Vacation Bible school at DAMAS-
CUS averaged 85 students and 29
workers daily. A $178.39 offering was
given to the Abraham Bible family,
who will be going to Russia follow-
ing orientation and language study.
Perfect attendance certificates for a
free ice cream cone were given by
the Frostop Restaurant.

CANTON children had an excur-
sion day, which was a trip to the
Cieveland zoo.

Missions

Sixteen young Friends from UNIVER-
SITY FRIENDS, Wichita, Kansas,
(David Kingrey) traveled to McLoud,
Oklahoma, and participated in a
work camp at Kickapoo Friends Cen-
ter there. Not only did they work—
building an addition onto the barn,
painting the garage, sanding pews,
cleaning the church and classrooms,
but aiso they played, laughed, ate,
and worshiped together, growing
much closer to each other and to the
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Lord. Work days at Quaker Acres
were held August 13-14 and much
general cleaning was accomplished.
The Women’s Society is planning a
basement sale in October.

Fred Littlefield, president of the
Foreign Missions Board of Mid-
America Yearly Meeting, was guest
speaker in the morning worship at
BEAVER-SHANNON, Beaver, Kan-
sas, (Lyle Whiteman) on July 11. Fred
shared about his and John Robin-
son’s trip to Burundi last winter.

Ruth Hughes is the new president
of the BELLEFONTAINE Women’s
Missionary Society. The women will
be making handcraft items to sell for
money for missions.

Socials

A farewell supper given to Watson
and Anna Cosand, youth director
and wife, who are leaving DAMAS-
CUS for VAN WERT, Ohio. Summer
films for the community are being
shown in the parking iot.

DEERFIELD, Ohio, (Christopher
Jackson). Randy Heckert, who de-
livered his last sermon here June §,
leaves for Army training in New
Jersey and then duty in Oklahoma.
The new ministerial family (Chris
and Nancy Jackson) were weicomed
into the congregation. Plans are
under way for a new parsonage.

CANTON associate pastor, David
Tebbs and his wife, Karen, were
honored at a recent church dinner.
Pastor Tebbs, who is leaving for
another position, was presented
with gifts as well as many personal
thanks. Pastor John Williams was
surprised by a special skit by Paul
Nicholson in honor of his birthday.
The remainder of the evening was
spent with Tom Harrison ministering
in song.

ALUM CREEK, Marengo, Ohio,
(Dane Ruff). “Trusting in the Rain-
bows of God’s Promises” was the
theme of the Mother-Daughter ban-
quet when Elizabeth Furbay of Can-
ton addressed 75 guests, including

15 from the MARION Friends
Church.

Community Action Night was held
June 13 at First Friends TOPEKA,
Kansas (George Bigley). This was an
all-church dinner paying special trib-
ute to our senior adults. Speaker was
Mary Ann Warren, administrator of
Briarcliff, who spoke on “Aging but
Not Getting Old.” Chris Bigley
finished her chaplain internship at
Bethany Medical Center in Kansas
City. She has been accepted by
Menningers into their Schooi of
Religion and Psychiatry for further
training in pastoral care and
counseling.

-Compiled by Ruth Brown

FRIENDS RECORD

BIRTHS

ANDERSON-—To Randy and Kathy Ander-
son, a daughter, Diane Ardell, March 22,
1882, Addison, Michigan.

BALLARD—A son, Bradley, to Kent and
Janet Ballard, March 11, 1982, Friends-
wood, Texas.

BLAKE~-To David and Valerie Blake, a
son, Drew Evan, April 28, 1982, Belolt,
Ohio.

BRODIE~A son, James Dylan, June 16,
1982, to Jim and Londa Brodie, Ramona
Friends, Oklahoma.

BROWN—A son, Nathan Allen, to Jamie
and Cindy Brown, May 21, 1982, Friends-
wood, Texas.

CAUSEY —A son, John Wayne, to Charles
and Bonnie Causey, May 14, 1881, Tulsa,
Oklahoma.

COOK-—To Paul
daughter, Carmen Jo, May 19,
Adrian, Michigan.

CURRY—To Chuck and Joyce Curry, a
daughter, Heather Nicole, April 21, 1982,
Mt. Gilead, Ohio.

DUNN-—To Edward and Robin Dunn, a
daughter, Kandace lis, March 8, 1982,
Gate Friends, Okiahoma.

EVANS-~To Wayne and Regina Evans, a
daughter, Diane Elaine, June 20, 1982,
Addison, Michigan.

GREEN—Twin daughters, Candace Renee
and Casey Dawn, t0 Don and Cleo Green,
April 19, 1982, Grand Junction, Colorado.

HAEHLEN—A son, Andrew Scott, to Mati
and Joyce Haehlen, July 23, 1982,
Portland, Oregon.

HAMMOND--To Dale and Kathy Ham-
mond, a daughter, Elizabeth Marie, March
17, 1982, Springfield, Ohio.

HARRISON~—A son, Ruel Dean, to Brad
and Lovita Harrison, March 16, 1982,
Grand Junction, Colorado.

HOLVOET—A son, Joseph Edward, to Joe
and Manet Holvoet, June 7, 1982, Paonia,
Colorado.

KING—To Gary and Judy King, a daughter,
Tara Lee, May 28, 1982, Canton, Ohio.

and Sandra Cook, a
1982,

LARA—A daughter, Myiissa Layne, April
27, 1982, to Larry and Pam Lara, Liberal,
Kansas.

McINTIRE—To Frank and Pamela (Aitken)
Mcintire, a son, Daniel Wayne, January 18,
1982, Woodland Friends, Kamiah, idaho.

O'CONNER-—-To Jeff and Maureen Q'Con-
ner, a son, Timothy Ryan, March 7, 1982,
Spokane, Washington.

STREET—To Bryan and Marshalline
Street, a son, Justin Everett, March 30,
1982, Addison, Michigan.

STUBLI—To Steven and Margaret Stubli, a
son, Aaron Charles, June 27, 1982,
Addison, Michigan.

SULZBACH-A son, Christopher Charles,
to Gary and Terry Sulzbach, April 10, 1982,
Vale, South Dakota.

WEST—To Tim and Debbie West, a daugh-
ter, Lisa Ann, May 17, 1982, Canton, Ohioc.

WILLIS—To Mr. and Mrs. Willie Willis, a
daughter, Noble, November 16, 1981,
Woodland Friends, Kamiah, tdaho.

MARRIAGES

ARNOLD-CLARK. Martha Arnold and John
Clark, April 10, 1982, Mt. Gilead, Ohio.

BASHAW-STERTZBACH. Cindy Bashaw
and Larry Sterizbach, May 29, 1882,
Alliance, Chio.

BEEBE-ROCHHOLZ. Londa Kay Beebe to
Tim Rochholz, June 26, 1982, Eugene,
Oregon.

BREEN-FERGUSON. Joanne Breen and
Dean Ferguson, August 7, 1882, Grant,
Michigan.

BROKAW-GARRABRANT. Jacqelin Bro-

kaw and lvan Garrabrant, May 22, 1982,
Marengo, Ohio,

BYERS-HAMMIL. Amy Byers and Kevin
Hammil, June 19, 1982, Addison, Michigan.

EGLER-NAPIER. Pamela Egler and Mi-
chael Napier, Aprli 21, 1982, Strongsville,
Ohio.

FRANKLIN-BROWN. Ida Franklin and
Dale Brown, May 29, 1982, Spokane,
Washington.

HENISA-BOKHART. Jane Henisa and
Mark Bokhart, May 15, 1982, Canton, Ohio.

HOST-ACELL. Sandy Host and Mark Acell,
June 5, 1982, Canton, Chio.

JEPSON-RICHEY. Robin Jepson and Mike
Richey, March 20, 1982, Vancouver,
Washington.

KOFTAN-BINFORD. Lori Koftan and Kent
Binford, June 5, 1982, Haviland, Kansas.

LEE-HACKNEY. Pharris Lee and Marty
Hackney, May 29, 1982, Friendwood,
Texas.

LIMPPO-BAXTER. Donita Limppo and Vir-
git Ray Baxter, May 29, 1982, Tucson,
Arizona.

McDONALD-HARDIN. Gienda McDonald
and David Hardin, July 17, 1982, Friends-
wood, Texas.

NICHOLSON-WARNER. Kira Nichoison
and Glen Warner, April 10, 1982, Wichita,
Kansas.

PERRY-LEACH. Sandra Perry and Stantey
Leach, July 10, 1982, Yorba Linda, Cali-
fornia.

RASMUSSEN-LOGANBILL. Denise Ras-
mussen and Mike Loganbill, July 3, 1982,
Wichita, Kansas.

RICHARDS-KROHN. Marie Richards and
Ron Krohn July 3, 1982, Spokane,
Washington.

RICHEY-PEABODY. Cindy Richey and
Scott Peabody, February 1982, Vancouver,
Washington.

RINEY-LaFEVER. Michelle Riney and Kent
LaFever, June 26, 1982, Wichita, Kansas.

ROBINSON-HOOD. Cindy Robinson and
Guy Hood, May 29, 1982, Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma.

SCHNAIBLE-BROWN. Joyce Schnaible
and Jerry Brown, June 4, 1982, Gladstone,
Oregon.

STEINER-THOMPSON. Bonnie Steiner
and Richard Thompson, June 19, 1982,
Canton, Ohio.

TUMAN-ELY. Cindy Tuman and Tom Ely,
July 24, 1982, Bethe! Friends, Hugoton,
Kansas.

WEIMER-SANTEE. Coleen Weimer and
David Santee, June 19, 1982, Damascus,
Ohio.

WILLIAMS-SPRING. Marie Williams and
Edward Spring, May 8, 1982, Ypsilanti,
Michigan.

DEATHS

BENEDICT—Lula Mae Benedict, 71,
May 5, 1982, Cotumbus, Ohio.

CLARKSON—Edwin J. Clarkson, minister,
76, Boise, Idaho, May 2, 1982.

COTTRELL—Anna Cottrell, June 11, 1882,
Springtfield, Ohio.

DOLBY-—Nina Dolby, May 1, 1982, Ypsi-
lanti, Michigan.

DUBBS~—~Gail Dubbs, April 1982, Spring-
tield, Ohio.
DUNN—Richard Alan Dunn, 17, March 13,

1982, Gate Friends, Okiahoma, In auto
accident.

FREEMAN-—{lene Freeman, June 14, 1882,
Northridge Friends, Wichita, Kansas.
GORTON—Leland Gorton, April 11, 1982,
Ypsilanti, Michigan.

HAWORTH—Bertha McCracken Haworth,
95, Newberg Friends, Oregon, July 6, 1982,

HINES—Richard Hines, June 11, 1982,
Ramona Friends, Oklahoma.

KELLOGG—George “Shorty” Kellogg, 81,
April 30, 1982, Scotts Milis, Oregon.

KIRKHART—Orville Loris Kirkhart, June 5,
1982, Gate Friends, Oklahoma.

KISSLING—Floyd Kissling, June 26, 1982,
Wyandotte, Okiahoma.

KNAUB—Henry Knaub, November 21,
1881, Vale, South Dakota.

LEMBRICH—Gus A. Lembrich, June 8,
1982, Hay Springs, Nebraska.

LOCKWOOD-—~Reba Lockwood, 71, Feb-
ruary 1, 1982, Goshen Friends, West Liber-
ty, Ohio.

MACY—Evalena Macy,
Emporia, Kansas.

SCHMUCKER--Twila Schmucker, May 4,
1982, West Liberty, Ohio.

SHINKLE—inez Shinkle, May 17, 1982,
Bellefontaine, Ohio.

SMOTHERS—Mildred Smothers, June 28,
1982, Newberg, Cregon.

STANLEY—Josephine Stanley, July 3,
1982, Northridge Friends, Wichita, Kansas.

TRIGG—Clarence Trigg,
1981, Vale, South Dakota.

VALYER-—Georgia Valyer, May 13, 1982,
Emporia, Kansas.

WHITED—Eva Mae Whited, 71, May 4,
1882, Marengo, Ohio.

WOOD-Clifford Ralph Wood, 83, July 8,
1882, Haviland, Kansas.

YOUNG—Eslie Young,
Fowler, Kansas.

ZORTMAN-—Orvel Zortman, June 13, 1982,
Fowler, Kansas.

May 4, 1882,

December 30,

July 4, 1982,



THE TRANSFORMING
POWER OF THE

LOVE OF GOD

(Continued from page 7)

suspicion of others, and a hundred other
dimensions of life together. Some of this is
subtle; some is outright betrayal of the
gospel order. In this, we sow the whirl-
wind. We are not called to love humanity;
rather, we are compelled by the author of
love to love the person seated beside us,
standing before us this moment. Conver-
sely, seldom do we dislike or quarrel with
humanity; it’s a particular person from
whom we decide to withhold our love. 1
will to love! It is a continuing choice I
make as daily I submit my life to the designs
of God for His people. 1 will to overcome
the inertia of self, my fear of vulnerability,
and my temptation to make of love merely
a tenet of faith.

Let our love be without hypocrisy (Ro-
mans 12:9). We are to encourage one
another to love and good deeds (Hebrews
10:24) because the world looks in upon our
meetings and homes judging our message of
love’s transforming power by what it sees.
How many countless lambs are lost when
the sheep do battle! What a terrible price is
paid when we ignore the clear warnings that
tender spirits are being wounded vet we
push ahead in our efforts to be “right”!

AM particularly im-

lpressed by the rele-

vance for Friends of

one evidence of love in action described in
the New Testament. It is in philoxenia—
hospitality. Paul writes in Romans 12:
“Love each other as much as brothers
should, and have a profound respect for
each other ... make hospitality your
special care.” (Romans 12:10, 13b) In
1 Peter we read: “Above all, never let your
love for each other grow insincere, since
love covers over many a sin. Welcome each

other into your houses without grumbling.”
(1 Peter 4:8, 9)

Philoxenia is love that reaches beyond
my own family and friends, my own kind.
It is love that intentionally seeks to over-
come barriers of culture, age difference,
tradition, or life experience. Philoxenia is
reaching out to someone who is not like me
or mine. We Friends have entered in the
past two decades an era of hospitality. We
must develop this even as the obstacles of
travel and economics become greater.
Aloofness from one another is to be re-
buked in whatever form it is expressed.
Meetings that do not include as part of their
budgets or ministry attention to hosting
Friends of other persuasions or releasing
Friends to visit across the pieces of George
Fox are meetings that impede the fresh
work of the Spirit among us. God is not
mocked; neither is the world fooled by our
pretensions rather than our practice. Hos-
pitality that transcends barriers between
Friends will continue to cover a multitude
of sins of our past.

Love is to be visibly evident among us.
“0 God of truth, deliver us,” and empower
us.

Finally, the love of God seeks to trans-
Jorm the world through us. It should be
impossible to live next to a Friend and re-
main unaffected by the presence of love.
Real estate values should soar when a
Quaker individual or family moves into a
neighborhood; it should immediately be a
more attractive place to be living. A village
where Friends live and worship should have
a special quality to its life. A government
in authority over Friends should experience
them as the incarnate conscience of God in
policies related to human life and rights.

Why? God desires to use us to bring
about the kingdom. It is this overwhelm-
ingly simple. It may even sound somewhat
silly, but the truth is that in all of our
weakness and disobedience, God neverthe-
less purposes to consummate a kingdom on
earth where Christ shall reign triumphantly,
How is this work to be accomplished?
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Each of our homes is to be a “parish cen-
ter,” a conduit for the love of God into our
neighborhoods. Now, I know that this no-
tion of a parish may sound foreign to
Quaker ears. It need not. A parish is a
given area, sometimes extensive, sometimes
a rather small section of one urban area,
that is taken to be the pastoral and spiritual
responsibility of a particular community of
faith.

The love of God is to enter the lives of
our neighbors as we share their joys, weep
with them in their losses, comfort in their
grief, counsel in struggles, encourage in
their parenting, and nurture in their spiri-
tual journeys. This presumes that, in fact,
we are willing to be suffering servants of
love as ready as we are to maintain our
image as respectable Friends. This will take
some training, but initially it requires only a
simple prayer: “Here I am, Lord; send
me.” The growing urbanization of our
world demands a new order of Quaker
“priests” whose homes are parish centers.

N A WIDER but no

I less personal way, the

love of God is ex-

pressed in our work for justice. The Old

Testament prophets were clear in seeing

Yahweh’s love actualized in justice. Jesus’

first recorded sermon drew upon Isaiah in

explaining His ministry and ours: “He has

sent me to bring the good news to the poor,

to proclaim liberty to captives and to the

blind new sight, to set the downtrodden

free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of
favour.” (Isaiah 61:2)

Love will never allow me to isolate evan-
gelism from social concern nor missions
from service. God loves the poor, the
widowed, the orphan, the homeless, the
exploited, and the powerless. To raise a cry
for justice, to launch out of our own secu-
rity by confounding deceit in social wick-
edness is to incur the wrath of the world
around us. But, it—the world—is passing
away; we must not forget this. What is
coming is a kingdom without end whose
King is the Lord of Love. feg!

AS A
SUPERINTENDENT
SEES IT

(Continued from page 10)

or abilities are needed if we are to have a
full-orbed, well-balanced program. The
ageless account of the Scriptures calls for us

to be a committed people, as individuals
humbly but courageously serving the Lord
in positive, self-giving ways.

Renew Our Covenant

If we are to see the implementation of the
thoughts above, there follows that we must
call for a renewal of our covenant-— with
God and for others. A spirit of submission
must characterize our mission and ministry.

In a kind of benediction Paul gives us a
stimulating challenge in Romans 15:5, 6
(NIV), “May the God who gives endurance
and encouragement give you a spirit of
unity . . . so that with one heart and mouth
you may glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” May there ever be the
quality of endurance in service, encourage-
ment for one another, and hope always in
God. el



PEACEMAKING: REPORTS

TO FREEZE OR
NOT TO FREEZE

By Norvar HADLEY

N MAY I was asked

to represent evangeli-
cal Friends again on a delegation organized
by the peace committee of Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting of the Friends Church to
visit heads of states. I had been a member
of a similar delegation of Quakers in 1980.
This one in 1982 was made up of seven rep-
resentatives from the three historic peace
churches— Friends, Brethren, and Menno-
nites. We went to address ourselves to the
rising tensions between the U.S. and the
U.S.S.R. and to support a nuclear weapons
freeze and offer our assistance, since all our
groups have worked on both sides of the
Iron Curtain for years. We suggested de-
terrence by cooperation rather than by
mutually assured destruction.

In a meeting in the National Security
Council with members of William Clark’s
staff we were told the President is walking a
tightrope. He has many who will tell him to
move the right foot, move the left foot,
some say jump, but where are the people
who want to help him across the chasm?
There, and in the U.S. Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency office, this admin-
istration’s policy was articulated: we have
tried every kind of peaceful approach with
the Soviets to no avail. Every time we try
to be nice they take advantage of us. The
only thing they understand is military
might. Nothing else will work.

E NOTED that some

very good people-to-
people exchange programs were expiring
and in danger of not being renewed. The
reply was that the Soviets send people over
here to study science and technology and we
go there to learn folk dancing. (The Soviets
said Americans are very welcome to study
science and technology in Russia.)

At one point we asked Consular Oleg So-
kolov of the Soviet Embassy how he saw
the two nations getting along together over
the long haul. He indicated that we are and
will always be different. We have different
views and systems. Theirs is collectivism,
ours capitalism. He said he believed theirs
is the more righteous, but he knew we

Norval Hadley, director of ministry
services for World Vision and former
superintendent of Northwest Yearly
Meeting, was instrumental in the
development of the New Call to
Peacemaking movement and served as
moderator at the third national
conference held at Elizabethtown,
Pennsylvania, in June.

would both go on promoting our causes. I
said I felt it would help the relations
between our countries if the communists
would quit persecuting, detaining, and
otherwise oppressing the people who dis-
agree with them. He said he didn’t feel they
do that any more than the U.S. does.

He made it clear that the U.S.S.R. was
ready to talk in terms of the Hatfield-
Kennedy freeze proposal—that we freeze
now, then move toward reductions, but
that the proposal of Mr. Reagan, to which
Brezhnev had responded just the day before
we were there, was, in Brezhnev’s words,
“absolutely unilateral in nature. Above all,
because the United States would like, in
general, to exclude from the talks the
strategic arms it is now most intensively

-developing.”

So while 60 senators were cosigners of the
Jackson-Warner Freeze proposal, which
represents the administration—that we
reduce to what we feel is equality, then
freeze— it was clear that this is a completely
unacceptable starting point for the Soviets.
The Hatfield-Kennedy proposal had only
20 cosponsors.

And that’s where we are. The START
talks (Strategic Arms Reduction Talks)
started in Geneva June 29, but some were
guessing it would take the two sides at least
a year and a half to begin any serious
negotiating beginning from Reagan’s pro-
posal. But the question is, can we afford to
wait many more months while the U.S. tries
to achieve a position of strength from
which to negotiate? In 1980 the Soviet con-
sular told us, “You put up 1,000 missiles in
Europe, we’ll put up 1,000. You put up
4,000, we'll put up 4,000. You just decide
how insecure you want to be.” I’ve heard we
are not to trust the Russians, but they have
spent all the time since World War 11 catch-
ing up with the U.S. in nuclear strength,
and somehow when they said they are not
about to let us pass them again, I believed
them.

But even if an effort to surpass the
Soviets might succeed, to delay serious
reductions at this time in the arms race may
be too risky. A former state department
member said on TV that we are now enter-
ing the most dangerous phase of the arms
race. If we deploy our Pershing II missiles
in Europe, they will be just six minutes
from launch to strike. It takes more than
20 minutes usually to determine whether a
computer alert is real or false. The Soviets
told a member of our delegation, and it was
confirmed in the newspaper recently, that if
we deploy in Europe, since we have not
been willing to join them in pledging we will
not be the first to use nuclear weapons, they
will have no choice but to automate their
weapons. If their computers tell them that

we have launched, theirs will launch auto-
matically. I don’t know how reliable Soviet
computers are, but Senator Hatfield says
we have had 147 false alarms in the last 20
months. If we wait too long and are all
blown off the face of the map, I’ll get little
satisfaction out of knowing we were a little
ahead when it happened.

The only defense is to prevent a nuclear
war. The only way to do that is to learn to
settle differences peaceably. When that is
the only alternative, how do we best learn
to do that? I think the Bible has something
to offer on that subject. When the survival
of the world virtually depends on nations
learning to apply the principles of the Scrip-
tures, isn’t it a shame that the evangelical
church wants to argue among themselves
about what those principles are?

I believe it is time for those of us who
believe Jesus meant it when He said we are
to love our enemies to speak up!

PEACEMAKING:
A REPORT FROM
NEW CALL

By VirciNia L. DoucrLas

WAS privileged to be

one of 430 partici-
pants at the New Call to Peacemaking con-
ference held in Elizabethtown, Pennsyl-
vania, June 17 through 20.

New Call to Peacemaking is a coopera-
tive effort between Friends, Mennonites,
and Brethren. This was the third national
conference gathering together the three his-
toric peace churches. Our general theme
was “Christians Confronting the Nuclear
Arms Race.” A variety of worthy subtopics
spurred earnest discussions in small groups
and elective workshops. Sample workshop
topics included The Bible and Nuclear
Weapons, Teaching Peace to Children, The
Soviet Threat, and World Peace Tax Fund.

Although we often talked of specific
political and public actions, it was our con-
scious goal to be more concerned with shap-
ing lives than with shaping resolutions.
Toward this goal we were repeatedly chal-
lenged by our speakers. John Howard
Yoder, Mennonite theologian and author,
presented fresh insights into the Scriptures
with his daily Bible studies, focusing on the
parallel passages of Isaiah 2:1-4 and Micah

Virginia Douglas was one of seven people
representing Evangelical Friends Church—
Eastern Region at the New Call to
Peacemaking Conference in June. She
lives in Elyria, Ohio, and is a member of
North Oilmsted Friends Church.



AND CONCERNS

4:1-4, and Ephesians 2:11 to 3:13 and Mat-
thew 18:15-20.

Our ranks swelled to well over 800 as the
evening sessions were opened to the public.
Speakers were Myron Augsburger, Daniel
Berrigan, Gordon and Mary Cosby, and
Jim Wallis. Each of these Christians was
well-versed in the practice and price of
being active peacemakers in a world torn by
conflict and strife. Repeatedly they called
us—the church of Christ—to repentance
for our fostering and tolerance of acts and
attitudes that feed the fires of greed, injus-
tice, and, finally, war!

As the body of Christ, it is our first duty
to exemplify cooperation and peacemaking
among ourselves. Only then will our public
witness hold validity to the community and
to the world. Our highest allegiance is to
God and His standards, regardless of na-
tionality. As it has been for other people in
other times, this may increasingly present a
chasm between faith and nationalism. As
pointed out to us, to trust in weaponry for
our security is to trust in a false god. As
individuals and as the Church, we need to
repent of such idolatry.

Learning peacemaking for our own back-
yards or the global community is not a
naive dream, but rather a very hard but
definite mandate for those who would be
called the children of God.

NEW CALL: FOCUS
ON ACTIVE
PEACEMAKING

By JEFF AND JEANNETTE BINEHAM

IGNIFICANTLY, the

third national New

Call to Peacemaking Conference witnessed
weighty representation from denominations

other than the three historic peace
churches. The presence of Catholics,
Lutherans, Baptists, Methodists, and

others indicated that the Church is begin-
ning to identify the dilemma of nuclear
buildup as a vital moral and spiritual issue.
Such identification is essential. It
necessitates the formulation of Christian
responses to this deadly problem.

In suggesting such responses the Confer-
ence focused both upon civil disobedience
in the form of noncooperation with military
buildup, and upon instigating and support-

Jeff and Jeannette Bineham are graduates
of George Fox College and members of
North Valley Friends, Newberg, Oregon.
They now live in West Lafayette, Indiana,
while Jeff is doing postgraduate work at
Purdue University.

ing positive legislative and church actions
for peace. It is important that we recognize
both modes of action as essentially
Christian.

The church should support financially
and spiritually those who follow Christ by
withholding taxes, refusing to register for
the draft, or engaging in civilly disobedient
protest activities. To live compliantly
within society’s guidelines is, by acquies-
cence, to support nuclear buildup. At
those points where kingdom living and
United States law conflict, we must main-
tain an unwavering support for gospel
precepts.

This does not, of course, exclude the use
of established legislative channels to pro-
voke change. A number of positive actions
were suggested in various New Call work-
shops. The World Peace Tax Fund, intro-
duced in 1972, has been gaining congres-
sional support and now has 35 cosponsors.
It proposes a legal conscientious objector
status allowing taxpayers to divert war tax
dollars to a Peace Fund.

Another form of positive action endorsed
by the Conference is movement toward de-
terrence through friendship with the Soviet
Union. Morris Udall has introduced HJ
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Res. 489, which proposes a yearly exchange
of 2,000 students with the U.S.S.R. to
educate Americans and Soviets regarding
the diverse cultures and societies.

There is an urgent need to focus on the
“people” in the Soviet Union— people who
have fears, joys, and dreams just as Amer-
icans have. The Association for Psychology
has initiated an exchange of photos between
U.S. and Soviet families. Displaying these
pictures in our homes will remind us of our
hope to live peacefully with all people.

Presently, a number of American
churches are hoping to send members to the
U.S.S.R. to become acquainted with coun-
terparts there. Crossing the barriers and ex-
tending our desire for peace to the Soviet
people is a first step.

New Call to Peacemaking’s efforts to
unify Christians by encouraging honest and
reasonable dialogue are valuable and nec-
essary. As we are all in the process of
becoming peacemakers, we must move be-
yond the bitter invective that has often
marked discussion of this issue and engage
in open, intelligent conversation concerning
Christian responses to military buildup. Let
us support New Call’s endeavors to accom-
plish this goal. [efe]

(

.

MULTNOMAH

i
lk is V@
v onely Wal = tereste
yherg those ! ist
& artell 1Y 1y for ple C
Robert Eelis :eoe':% his rema k;lut also for thos€
201 pages (;aenter d politicial - oning 100K -
nardback $8.95 ching for tics throud!
ear nta oliuco,
overn sS€es- r
%hrist-CO\Ofed g . Christian Leade
(" At your Christian bookstore or from: Add $1.00 when ordering by mail. \

PRESS
10209 S.E. Division Street, Portland, Oregon 97266




Let’s Be Friends

Hypocrisy has been overrated. It always
damages God’s work, of course, but it
threatens the Church much less than simple
blandness. Routine, powerless piety under-
cuts God’s kingdom far more than hypoc-
risy ever could.

Many Friends recently have heard annual
statistical reports about membership and
attendance at meetings. The numbers sug-
gest (again) that we are treading water or
even sinking.

That’s not the whole story, of course. But
the truth is that, by and large, Friends of all
varieties are merely bland. There are many
meetinghouses in which one can hear de-
cently constructed sermons, listen to good
music, or bask in a peaceful silence. But
there is little sense of the power of God.

Powerlessness is particularly tragic
among a people whose first generation lived
steadily in “the power of the Lord.” Per-
haps the most common phrase in George
Fox’s Journal is “the power of the Lord was
over all.” In his letters, he pointed others
to the same experience. “In the power of
the Lord God dwell and live,” he charged.
“Mind that which is pure in you, that ye
may grow up in the power, out of the
form.”

In the face of persecution he could
joyfully advise, “And though ye have not a
foot of ground to stand upon, yet ye have
the power of God to skip and leap in.”
Surely it is not mere coincidence that in the

By HowARD MAcCY

same year the Quaker sweep of England be-
gan Fox wrote to all Friends:

My little children in the Lord God Al-
mighty, this is my joy, that ye be all ordered
and guided by the mighty power of God,
and know it in one another, and know the
voice, and the sound of the words, and the
power of them. For words without power
destroy the simplicity, and bring up into a
form, and out of the obedience of the
Truth. And therefore walk in the power of
the Truth, that the name of the Lord God
may be glorified among you, and his re-
nown may be seen in and among you, and
all the world may be astonished, and the
Lord admired in the ordering of his people.
(from Epistle 79)

HAT “all the world
Tmay be astonished” is
akin to the charge
against early Christians that they were
“these that have turned the whole world up-
side down.” (Acts 17:6) The power of the
Lord comes visibly to bring freedom,
wholeness, and great joy. It draws people
to obedience to God. It stirs God’s enemies
to resist it. And it certainly is not bland.
What is remarkable is that we see power-
ful movements of the Spirit such as the
Church in Acts, the early Quakers, and
others as unusual exceptions to the way
things should be. The New Testament
views them as normal. Lukewarmness, it
says, is abnormal and completely intol-
erable (see, for example, Revelation

QUAKER MUSH

3:15-16). The people of God are to be
channels of “the power of the Lord.” That
is what God intends.

If bland isn’t normal, then why is there so
much of it? One reason, undoubtedly, is
that many of us have not, like Jesus’ first
disciples, waited expectantly in prayer for
God to send the Spirit in power.

Another reason may be that we have tai-
lored our vision of reality to the smallness
of our spirits. Instead of letting the
magnificence of God’s love and power leave
us completely undone, we reduce it to mere
grandfatherly doting and magic for Moses.
Many of us make Jesus Christ so remote
that we cannot see Him as the example and
enabler of what we are called to become.
Only a few seem to believe that Jesus was
telling His disciples (then and now) the
truth when He said they would do even
greater works than He (John 14:12). If
“the power of the Lord” is to come upon us,
we must see with our hearts that it can. We
need clearer, bigger images of the Truth.

A friend of mine met a woman the other
day who thought Quakers were a club and
who asked if we use electricity and running
water. How quaint! How much I would
prefer that she be astonished at us because
of the power of God! I, for one, am tired
of Quaker mush. I think God is, too.

Let’s live and dwell in the power of the
Lord.

Let’s be Friends.
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