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JESUS' TEACHING ON DIVORCE 
BY JACK L. WILLCUTS 

"What does the Bible really say about divorce?" is a ques­
tion that is frequently asked. With all the books, con­
ferences, and interest just now in the Christian family and 
singles in the church, it is strange that we seldom hear a ser­
mon specifically addressing this subject. Upon reading 
what Jesus says about divorce, there is still room for a 
number of interpretations and applications from various 
points of view. 

Not that Jesus was unclear in what He said, but His 
common practice was working primarily with individuals 
one by one, and adapting His comments to fit that par­
ticular person or situation. We need to discern which 
teachings are for that person or those people, and which of 
His words are changeless truths to be expressed again and 
again through every generation, permanent guidelines for 
all followers of Christ. What parts of what He said are in­
tended for all of us? 

For example, when he told the blind man in John nine 
to go and wash in the Pool of Siloam, it was obviously a bit 
of instruction given to that one individual, never repeated 
and not intended for all blind people or for anyone else. So 
certain instructions given were applicable to only one per­
son. It is risky to lift any one verse and build a case on it as 
the official position of the church or of the Christian faith. 

None of us, of course, doubts the validity of Scripture 
nor the words of Jesus, but the same rules of Bible exegesis 
apply in Jesus' teaching on divorce as on any other. In 
Matthew five He is stating principles upon which our whole 
Christian faith structure rests. Jesus saw, He understood, 
He loved, He reached out to people, especially to people in 
need. There was no one beyond His concern or interest and 
love. 

The religious leaders were living by the rules, or they 
wanted to believe that they were. Jesus said we should live 
by the spirit of the law, not just the letter of the law. 
Because of His approach and kindness to certain in­
dividuals such as Zaccheus, for example, and the woman at 
the well from Samaria and others, He was criticized. But 
His explanation is an excellent aid to our understanding of 
what He did, said, and meant to all types of people. A 
truth is couched in this one foundational fact, "Those who 
are well do not need a physician, only those who are sick." 

Therefore, the teachings of Christ are beamed toward 
those who are in trouble, who acknowledge problems, and 
who see themselves to be in need of God's forgiveness and 
care. So when we consider what Jesus has to say on 
divorce, this also is important. 

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

A fellow pastor was saying, "A few years ago when 
someone came to me to discuss divorce or remarriage 
following divorce, I would not even talk to them because to 
me it is very clear that it was not God's will and therefore it 
was not worth my time or interest. I didn't want to get in­
volved." He went on, "I realize now how terribly wrong I 
was and have been." Why? Well, because some of his own 
family have divorced. He now has a whole new perspective 
on the hurts, the agony, sorrow, and frustration that goes 
with this. Now he sees the opportunity of the church and 
every Christian to reach out with understanding. 

Divorce has come too close to all of us for it to be a 
subject we can brush off carelessly or thoughtlessly. It is 
too prevalent, too painful for any of us to "pass by on the 
other side" as though it doesn't touch our lives. If we care 



for each other as Christians, we should certainly be carrying 
one another's burdens in this regard. We need to face this 
reality and what Jesus tells us. 

We are led into this in the Gospel of Matthew with 
these simple statements, sensing as we do that it is a many­
sided problem. Even the Pharisees couldn't find a more 
controversial subject. "It was also said [Jesus speaking], 
'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a written 
notice of divorce.' But now I tell you: if a man divorces his 
wife, even though she has not been unfaithful, then he is 
guilty of making her commit adultery if she marries again; 
and the man who marries her commits adultery also." (Mat­
thew 5:31, 32 Good News Bible). 

No SHORTCUT THEOLOGY 

The easy response to this reading is, well what could be 
clearer than this? Anyone who is divorced is lost and 
anyone who marries a divorced person is sinful and 
therefore lost! But such a superficial, distant, and even 
cold response to these words can be just as wrong as the 
Pharisees who were trying to trap Jesus by getting him to 
speak of it at all. 

For one thing, Jesus in this instance was responding to 
a specific problem. He was quoting from the Old Testa­
ment, referring back to the teaching from Deuteronomy, 
"Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a written 
notice of divorce." Why did he say this right off? For one 
thing, the scribes and Pharisees along with other prominent 
religious leaders of the day were abusing this practice 
miserably. They viewed women as property and were 
thoughtlessly whipping out notices of divorce like grocery 
lists just to get rid of wives they did not want. These ir­
responsible, lustful, selfish, heartless actions were taken 
without any recognition of the value of women, including 
wives, as human beings. 

So Jesus instantly raises the level of the whole discus­
sion to a new plane. In fact, the Old Testament rule quoted 
was given, Jesus explained, to give protection to women 
because of the hardness of the hearts of those who were 
viewing women largely as property, or slaves at best. Mar­
riages, from other teachings of Jesus, are to be lifelong, 
beautiful and tender, loving partnerships, not a master­
slave relationship, nor for sexual exploitation. 

Perhaps lifting the highest metaphor possible from the 
Scripture, Paul described marriage as like the relationship 
of Christ and the Church. So Jesus was zeroing in on a very 
badly abused, miserable practice when he spoke of this mat­
ter and the way in which the Pharisees and others were 
handling divorce. He said, in effect, "You are adulterers 
who do it"; passing wives around in remarriage is adultery 
too, is what he is saying to men. 

To the men who brought the woman before Christ 
"caught in the very act" of committing adultery, with rocks 
already in their hands to stone her, he said, "If any one of 
you is without sin, let him begin stoning her." So His pur-
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pose was always to raise the husband/wife relationship to a 
level of equality. It is consistent with the principle, "The 
sabbath is made for man, and not man for the sabbath." 

He surely was not intending that one statement, 
however concise and brief it is, to be an inflexible definition 
of divorce for every circumstance, for every person. What 
he is getting at here is the gross error that had developed in 
their thinking. It applies head-on to those in our generation 
or any other who, like the Pharisees, used divorce as an 
"out" for responsibility, or as a scheme, however legal, for 
selfish purposes, for lustfulness, for economic gain, or any 
other unworthy reason, to rush through a divorce. 

Furthermore, the whole burden of guilt in the Old 
Testament and Jewish teaching on divorce was placed on 
the woman. She was the one who was stoned to death with 
rocks, which is a pretty heartless and final way of releasing 
a husband for remarriage. But that is exactly what was 
happening. 

THEN AND Now 
It is worth noting that this comment, "You have heard 

. . . but I say" is one of six such statements in this passage, 
which suggests there is a transition taking place, a then and 
now development. Jesus is not comparing His teaching 
with the law of Moses, but rather trying to show the false 
interpretation of the old law; not to correct the law but to 
correct the perversions that had developed about it. 

The law of Moses, which touches this particular point 
in Deuteronomy 24, really seems to be tackling a problem 
that had become chaotic, largely because of the low view of 
women and of religious irresponsibility. Men were leaving 
their wives for no reason at all. The law taught they had at 
least to formalize it, so they were to make a written notice 
of divorce and that would give some measure of dignity and 
protection for the wife. 

There were three basic principles governing this pro.. 
cedure in the Old Testament. Divorce was limited to cer­
tain causes even then. (1) They had to prove the reason 
with two witnesses to avoid frivolous reasons, and (2) had 
to write out a divorce, and (3) not remarry her again. They 
both would be considered participants in adultery, by either 
remarriage or by a sexual act. The Pharisees and others 
had become very clever at twisting this around and cir­
cumventing the intent of the law to their own advantage. 

To build a case for Christ's attitude toward divorce 
based only on this passage or the two others that are found 
in Matthew and Mark as a legalistic or official position of 
our church or the Church may be just as distorted, even 
vicious and cruel, especially to women. Jesus was 
condemning an attitude and this legalistic approach to the 
divorce problem as much as he was the act of adultery. 

Jesus knows each life, each person, each heart, ac­
curately-without exception. He loves us all, which is not 
to say that He loves our sinning or disobedience, of course. 
But His plan is to redeem us all from sin and further He 
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teaches that the marriage of one man to one woman for life 
is God's plan and God's purpose. This is obvious. He 
created the human race, male and female, placing man and 
woman on an absolutely equal level. 

JESUS' EXHIBIT A 
One of the most helpful teachings found on this sub­

ject, a kind of Exhibit A of what Jesus is saying here, is 
found in the fourth chapter of John. Jesus is with the 
woman at the well, a woman of Samaria. Jesus' conversa­
tion with this much-married woman says more than the few 
words we have read. First of all, He approaches this 
woman with sympathy and with understanding of her un­
happy life. Secondly, there is an acceptance of her life, 
messed up as it was, with the hope that it could be turned 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
FOR FORMERLY MARRIEDS 

1. Thou shalt not live in thy past. 
2. Thou shalt be responsible for thy present 

and not blame thy past for it. 
3. Thou shalt not feel sorry for thyself indefinitely. 
4. Thou shalt assume thy end of the blame for 

thy marriage dissolvement. 
5. Thou shalt not try to reconcile thy past and 

reconstruct thy future by a quick, new marriage. 
6. Thou shalt not make thy children the victim 

of thy past marriage. 
7. Thou shalt not spend all thy time trying to convince thy 

children how terrible and evil their departed parent is. 
8. Thou shalt learn all thou canst about a one-parent 

family, and get on with it. 
9. Thou shalt ask others for help when thou needest it. 

10. Thou shalt ask God for the wisdom to bear yesterday, 
create today, and plan for tomorrow. 

-from Growing Through Divorce 
(Harvest House) 1976 
by Jim Smoke 

around, have a new beginning by His grace and power. 
Above all, divorce does not keep her from receiving the gift 
of eternal life. 

Jesus accepts her as she is and seeks to lead her on to a 
new beginning that His power and grace make possible. 
That is terribly important. Jesus always takes us where He 
finds us, and divorce is no exception. It is not the unpar­
donable sin, although it has been treated like that at times in 
the church. Jesus did nothing to weaken the sanctity of 
marriage in offering His forgiveness and grace to this 
woman, but merely accepted facts as they were and pointed 
her to the way of salvation and hope for her future. 

Remember this, it was to a divorcee, a woman at that, 
mind you, to whom Jesus said the words we quote so often 
to everyone in witnessing, "Whoever drinks of the water 
that I shall give him will never thirst." She accepted it and 
responded, "Give me this water, that I may not thirst." 

There is a great truth here. Only Jesus can satisfy a 
parched life. This is particularly pertinent to her and 
maybe to some of us. Why is this so significant for this 
woman? Why did she go through one marriage after 
another, five times trying to-and now trying again to find 
happiness living with a man without even being married to 
him? 

While she was to a large extent a victim of an unfair 
religious system of the day, she was seeking something to 
satisfy her that she had never found anywhere else. You 
don't find a story anywhere except Hollywood that matches 
this record, and for the same reason-frantically, feverishly 
seeking happiness again, again, and again. There is some­
thing in us that only God can satisfy, you see. Frankly, 
some people may expect too much of a marriage, trying to 
make their companion God, and when he or she turns out 
not to be God or like God, then they are disappointed and 
look somewhere else for a god they can marry. 

Another thing revealed in this incident is that a 
divorcee sometimes tries to evade facing the truth. This 
often happens, as we know, in counseling situations, run­
ning away from reality, so one of the first things we have to 
do is to face head-on what the situation is. "Go call your 
husband" he said. She said, "I have no husband," which is 
only a half truth and maybe less than a half truth. Jesus 
began to press the subject. She changes the topic of conver­
sation and tries to evade it. But there is simply no escape 
from our problems, even divorce. Jesus makes us face 
them squarely, honestly; whatever is keeping us from God's 
approval and blessing has to be faced. 

God is a Spirit and those who worship Him must wor­
ship Him in spirit and in truth. This is where we find the 
answer-not through some legal loophole, not sidestepping 
it, not through some creedal statement, but showing that we 
are still human, even after divorce, still searching for the 
meaning of life and a future in God's will and God's bless­
ing. Here is a divorcee meeting life and meeting God 
through the Spirit, for God speaks to us in that fashion. 

THE DIVORCEE A "SENT" MESSENGER 

There is another part to this encounter. This woman 
was used immediately to tell others about Jesus and what 
He was doing. Is it really possible that she is the first 
woman on record in the Gospels of one being sent as a mis­
sionary and a minister, a five-times divorcee! We don't 
forget or forgive them so easily or trust the work of the 
Gospel to these individuals. There is a message from this. 
You remember she went back to her own town and told 
them in effect, "Here is a man who knows everything about 
me and accepted me anyway," and they all came out to hear 
Him. Her ministry was singularly effective and God blessed 
it. 

A message from this for all who are divorced is that we 
don't run from God, we have to face the realities of our 
situation, we don't lie about it, we don't make excuses, we 

(Continued on page 27) 
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COVER 
Divorce. Promises and dreams so tenderly 
exchanged and shared on that wedding day 
some years ago lie broken and shattered. 
And Christians are not immune. 

ANTECEDENTS 
Few of us "work our way" to the editorial 
page of the Evangelical Friend. Surveys 
and feedback from readers indicate that 
most turn to that page first to see what 
Editor Jack L. Willcuts has come up with. 
Whether to enlighten or entertain, to prod or 
praise, to share concerns or convictions, 
his gift of writing seldom disappoints. What 
he has to say is always enhanced by the 
way he says it. 

Jack has been using this gift for many 
years. It was in September 1958 that his 
first editorial column, "Just Between Thee 
and Me," was published in The Northwest 
Friend. During all these intervening 20 
years he has been editor of that publication 
or executive editor and/or editor of the 
Evangelical Friend. 

Because he is such an able communica­
tor, we often urge him to write more major 
articles, pointing out the unusual ministry 
of his editorials . His genuine modesty and 
humility stymies our drive to overrule. 
However, his deep concern for many human 
hurts, and for the problem of divorce in par­
ticular, prompted him to write on "Jesus' 
Teaching on Divorce" as a major subject­
this month's main feature. 

He wanted nothing biographical said 
about him-only his byline with the article. 
We agreed. -H. T.A. 
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"EVANGELICAL FRIENDS­
A NEW VISION FOR MISSION" 

Friends coming together from across 
America for the Third General Conference 
of the Evangelical Friends Alliance at Regis 
College in Denver, Colorado, July 12-16 
(Wednesday evening through Sunday eve­
ning) will celebrate their new worldwide vi­
sion for the ministry of mission. Dr. 
Robert Hess, executive director of the 
Evangelical Friends Mission, will address 
the Sunday afternoon session about pro-

Reta Stuart is administrative secretary of 
the new cooperative Evangelical Friends 
Mission. As publicity chairman of the 
Third General Conference of the 
Evangelical Friends Alliance, she outlines 
here details of the conference. Two 
conference participants are shown above: 
Ralph D. Winter (top), general director 
of U.S. Center for World Mission, will be 
the featured evening speaker; Cecil J. 
Riney, chairman of the Division of Fine 
Arts at Friends University, will direct 
music for the conference. More 
information about the conference will 
appear inf uture issues. A conference 
pre-registration form appears on page 27 
of this issue. 

'EVANGELICAL 
FRIENDS A 
NEW VISION 
FOR MISSION' 

THIRD EFA 
GENERAL 
CONFERENCE 

BY RETA STUART 

• --~~ •a-

jected goals for this new cooperative ven­
ture of EFA. 

CONFERENCE MUSIC 

Preceding the address by Dr. Hess there 
will be a special half hour musical presenta­
tion led by Dr. Cecil J. Riney, Conference 
music coordinator. Dr. Riney is chairman 
of the Division of Fine Arts and director of 
the Singing Quakers at Friends University, 
Wichita, Kansas. In addition to the Har­
vesters from Friends University and the 
Boyd Sisters from Malone College, Canton, 
Ohio, other outstanding musical combina­
tions will be heard. Dr. Riney plans to 
form a Conference choir; those who appre­
ciate his fine artistry and skill will look for­
ward to the opportunity to sing under his 
direction and to praise God together with 
other Friends. 

EVENING SERVICES 

After the opening banquet on Wednes­
day at 7:00 p.m., Jack L. Willcuts will 
deliver the keynote message of the Con­
ference . A speaker gifted with an in­
imitable style of wit and wisdom, Willcuts is 

well-qualified to challenge Friends about 
outreach both at home and abroad, having 
served two terms in Bolivia with the mission 
of Northwest Yearly Meeting and as its Mis­
sion Board president and also chairman of 
the EF A Commission on Missions, and 
then as general superintendent of NWYM, 
and presently as senior pastor of the Reed­
wood (Portland) Friends team, and editor 
of the EVANGELICAL FRIEND. 

Dr. Ralph D. Winter, general director of 
the recently established U.S. Center for 
World Mission of Pasadena, California, 
will be featured as evening speaker Thurs­
day through Sunday. Dr. Winter, who 
served in conventional mission roles 10 
years as a missionary in Guatemala and 10 
years as a professor of missions at Fuller 
Theological Seminary, is concerned about 
the pressing need for a major missions 
thrust in cross-cultural communication, 
and is now seeking to pioneer innovatively 
in this area, beyond the scope of existing 
mission agencies and national churches. His 
plenary address at the Lausanne Interna­
tional Congress on World Evangelization in 
1974 highlighted the shocking fact that 2.4 
billion people, over 84 percent of the re­
maining non-Christians in the world, are 



being essentially bypassed by present Chris­
tian outreach, with no active plans for 
reaching them. Dr. Winter's book, The 25 
Unbelievable Years 1945-1969, is recogniz­
ed as a valuable reference on missions. 

QUAKER UNDERSTANDING OF 
GOSPEL MESSAGE 

Brief daily devotionals given by mis­
sionaries representing fields of EFA yearly 
meetings will afford opportunity for better 
acquaintance with them and their ministry. 
Major morning inspirational speakers are 
to articulate the Quaker understanding of 
the gospel message that EFM will present to 
the world, with Don Green, pastor, West­
gate Friends Church, Columbus, Ohio, 
treating the topic of Evangelical Friends 
and the New Birth, and Stanley Perisho, 
pastor, First Denver Friends, bringing a 
presentation on Evangelical Friends and 
Holy Obedience. The one chosen to ad­
dress the Conference on Evangelical 
Friends and Peacemaking is Norval Hadley, 
general superintendent of Northwest Yearly 
Meeting and EFA president. On Sunday 
morning, Dr. Everett L. Cattell, missionary 
statesman and Malone College president 

1960-72, will express his concern on the 
matter of Evangelical Friends, Simplicity, 
and the Christian Life-style. 

Another Sunday morning speaker, sched­
uled to issue a New Call to Christ, is Dwight 
L. Wilson, executive director, Friends 
General Conference, Philadelphia, who 
gave a stirring call for a "new place to 
stand" at the Conference of Friends in the 
Americas in Wichita, June 1977, as he urg­
ed Friends to "demand faithfulness to 
Christ." There will be occasion for interac­
tion, with a moderator, between conference 
participants and morning speakers during 
the lunch hour. 

DAILY WORKSHOPS 

Each day, Thursday through Saturday, a 
wide choice of practical workshops aimed 
to enable Friends to minister is planned with 
the following titles and leaders: 

Mission Outreach in the Local Commu­
nity-C. W. Perry, pastor of growing Rose 
Drive Friends Church, Yorba Linda, Cali­
fornia. 

Financial Budgeting for a Christian Life­
style-George and Marjean Fooshee. 
George is an author and president of the 
Credit Adjustment Co., Wichita, Kansas. 
His wife Marjean leads money management 
seminars for women. 

Creative Family Relationships-spon­
sored by Friends University Center on 
Family Living, director, Dr. Sheldon 
Louthan; David and Marcile Leach, Seattle, 
Washington, executive couple for Friends 
expression of Marriage Encounter. 

Caring Relationships in the Local Fel­
lowship-Don Crist, pastor, Topeka (Kan­
sas) Friends Church; chairman, Pastoral­
Church Relations Division, KYM . 

Gift Discovery for Mission-Norval 
Hadley, general superintendent, NWYM, 
EFA president. 

Unique Ministries for the Local Church 
- Various leaders featuring ministry to the 
elderly, singles, single parents, and pris­
oners. 

Planning a Missionary Conference­
David Gould, pastor, Willoughby Hills 
(Ohio) Friends, church with a missionary vi­
sion. 

Creative Bible Teaching-Dr. Leroy 
Brightup, chairman, Division of Religion and 
Philosophy, Friends University, Wichita, 
Kansas. 

Education for Christian Outreach­
Dorothy E. Barratt, Rockaway, Oregon, 
Christian education consultant to EFA. 
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Understanding Your Missionary Family 
-Jack L. Willcuts, senior pastor, Reed­
wood Friends team, veteran missionary. 

Disaster Relief-Dean Johnson, Penin­
sula, Ohio, coordinator, Friends Disaster 
Service, Eastern Region. 

Mission Field Presentations-Featuring 
EFA fields in Bolivia, Peru, Mexico, Nava­
joland, Burundi, Taiwan, and India by yearly 
meeting mission boards. 

The field presentations of six major mis­
sion areas will be given daily, and con­
ference participants will be able to choose 
which ones they attend. Other workshops 
are to be offered in a variety of 
ways-some materials being repeated 
twice daily with new subtopics and 
materials on succeeding days, some only 
once daily with new material daily, and 
some having the same material offered 
each succeeding day. Mr. and Mrs . 
Fooshee, who plan to be present only on 
Friday and Saturday, will be available for 
counseling on budgeting and money 
management. 

WMU ACTIVITIES 

Every day at 7:00 a.m. , the WMU ofEFA 
plans a prayer time for women together, 
with afternoon meetings on Thursday and 
Friday from 1 :00 to 2:00, and a luncheon 
from 12:00 to 2:00 on Saturday. 

DISPLAYS 

In the field house, where meetings will be 
held, there is space for display booths. Each 
mission field of EF A yearly meetings is to 
have a display, and there will be booths 
from Friends bookstores featuring mission 
materials as well as other Christian litera­
ture and supplies. 

EXCITING PLANS FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

Those seeing the program planned for 
children are sighing, "Oh, to be young 
again!" as the schedule for primary and 
junior ages (years 4 through 12) includes 
historic tours, swimming, hiking on 
Lookout Mountain, visits to children's 
museums, films, children's speakers, and 
Bible learning activities. Denver Friends 
will have a nursery available at 50 cents per 
half day for those through year 3. For the 
junior and senior high schoolers there will 
be camping at Quaker Ridge, at a cost of 
$7 .50 per day. Campers should bring sleep­
ing bags, and after spending the night 
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Wednesday at First Denver Friends, they 
will be transported Thursday morning to 
Quaker Ridge and returned Sunday after­
noon. 

It is imperative that all campers register 
by May 15 with Paul Moser, Peters Rt., 
Box 189, Hay Springs, Nebraska 69347, as 
each camper will be required to fill out a 
health form and have a physical examina­
tion. 

RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Regis College has facilities for swimming 
(public hours: 1-5 and 6-9, for 50<1:), tennis 
and handball. For a fee, arrangements can 
be made at other times for use of the swim­
ming pool when it is not scheduled. Those 
who enjoy hiking may do so in the Denver 
area with experienced individuals. A 
special scenic tour into the mountains is be­
ing planned for Saturday. No doubt many 
families will wish to combine conference at­
tendance with some fun time in Colorado's 
vacationland. 

CONVENIENT CONFERENCE 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

The Conference will be held on beautiful 
Regis College campus in northwest Denver, 
just a few blocks from First Denver Friends 
Church, at 3539 West 50th A venue Park­
way (3 minutes from the junction of I 25 
and 170). The campus can be reached by 
turning north off I 70 at the Federal Exit 
(Hwy. 287). 

The rate for a double air-conditioned 
room (linens included) is $10, with floor 
space for children at $2 per child and a max­
imum of $14 per room, with no limit on 
number of children. Extra linen packets 
are $1 each. There is also trailer/ camper 
space on campus for $2, and KOA has loca­
tions in the vicinity. Denver Friends will 
supply information on motels and/ or tours 
upon request. Package prices for meals, 
for the entire Conference (Wednesday eve­
ning through Monday breakfast) are $29 
for adults (age 12 on up), $23 (children 
6-11), and $19 (children under 6). 

Conference registration is $10 per in­
dividual, $15 per family. To facilitate Con­
ference planning, the Planning Committee 
does request prompt cooperation, especial­
ly for those who would like to stay on cam­
pus, with registration if possible by May 1, 
to First Denver Friends Church, 4595 Eliot 
St., Denver, CO 80211. (See pre-registra­
tion form on page 27 of this issue.) ~ 

REFLECTIONS 
BY RUSSELL MYERS 

Monday, October 3, 1977, Friends landed 
in the Philippines. For Howard Moore and 
Russell Myers it was exciting to contemplate 
what may develop from this providential 
event in the mission history of our Eastern 
Region. There to greet us was Jim Prieto 
and his bother-in-law. During the next 
three days our heartbeat quickened rapidly 
as we traveled in and around metropolitan 
Manila. Truly we stand in a "roomful of 
wide open doors." 

The population of the Philippines is 
about 45 million. It has an annual growth 
rate of about 3.3 percent. It has one of the 
highest birth rates in the world. By 1985 
the population is projected to be 64 million. 

Though this archipelago contains over 
7 ,000 islands stretched over 1, 100 miles, 11 

In this second article in a two-part series 
of reflections on his Far East tour, Russell 
Myers relates ministry possibilities in the 
Philippines. Russell is superintendent of 
the Evangelical Friends Church-Eastern 
Region. The picture above shows Taiwan 
missionary Howard Moore (right) and Jim 
Prieto discussing opportunities in the 
Philippines. Jim Prieto, a recorded 
minister in the Eastern Region, p lans to 
return to the Philippines with his family 
this summer and further pursue the . 
establishment of a Friends church there. 

of the islands account for about 95 percent 
of the total land area and most of the popu­
lation. Luzon and Mindanao, the first and 
second largest islands, are about the size of 
Kentucky and Indiana, respectively. If you 
want breezy weather, you have it with 
about 15 typhoons each year. 

The Philippine Council of Evangelical 
Churches represents a constituency of over 
40,000 conservative evangelicals. Eighty 
percent of the evangelical Protestant church 
membership belongs to independent Protes­
tant groups not associated with the ecu­
menical movement. The late church his­
torian, K. S. Latourette, stated that the 
Protestant population grew more than 
twice as fast as the population as a whole 
from 1914 to 1957. The gains were chiefly 
conversions. 

Ralph Toliver observed that Church 
Growth Research in the Philippines sug­
gests something quite significant, "The 
growth and health of any non-Catholic 
church in the Philippines has several things 
in common. 

1 . A good name 
2. A central organization 
3. A nationwide outlook 
4. A Bible school 
5. A church in Manila." 



The Christian population by ethnic 
groups is interesting, too. According to 
studies the Christian community is compos­
ed chiefly of six ethnic groups. 

Filipino-96% 
Chinese-1 OJo 
I ndian-1 OJo 
Negritos-1 OJo 
Europeans-1 OJo 

Over 80 percent of all the foreign mis­
sions in the Philippines are independent 
agencies of a generally conservative or fun­
damentalist orientation. Most of these mis­
sions have begun work in the Philippines 
since the end of World War II. 

The Philippine Council of Evangelical 
Churches represents a constituency well in 
excess of 40,000 conservative evangelicals in 
14 bodies. It cooperates in programs of 
evangelism, relief and social action, Chris­
tian education, and other ministries. 

The Philippines is "operational home 
base" for the Far East Broadcasting Com­
pany, one of the world's largest Protestant 
missionary broadcasting systems. It now 
has 23 stations in the Philippines. FEBC 
has transmitter sites in other countries, 
making it possible to reach almost two 

thirds of the world's population with pro­
grams in 63 languages and dialects, broad­
casting 1,890 hours a week. 

Three major languages are prevalent in 
the Philippines. They are Cebriano, 
Tagalog, and Illocano. English is widely 
spoken, and perhaps 40 percent of Filipinos 
understand it. 

In our 1977 Yearly Meeting sessions, 
James Prieto was received into our Eastern 
Region as a recorded minister. He has 
membership in our Newport News, Vir­
ginia, church. The Prieto family is now 
traveling widely in the several eastern and 
southern states. They plan to return to the 
Philippines in the summer of 1978 with a 
goal of aiding us in establishing a self­
pro paga ting, self-governing Friends 
church. Several of their friends in the 
Philippines are urging them in this direc­
tion, too. 

Our Missionary Board Executive Com­
mittee met November 15. The report from 
Howard Moore and Russell Myers was re­
ceived. James Prieto was also present to 
join in the discussion of possible involve­
ment in the Philippines. There was en­
thusiasm that this might become a possibil­
ity. The Executive Committee of the board 
appointed a committee to study our possi­
bilities and options. Their report was 
presented to the February 1978 board meet­
ing. 

Today the Philippines presents a very 
challenging opportunity. It is open and, as 
never before, the people seem receptive to 
the Gospel. The millions of young people 
are looking for spiritual values. Explosive 
church growth is now a reality for the 
evangelical church. One missionary­
oriented evangelical denomination has a 
goal of 400 new churches by 1979. The 
November 1977 Billy Graham Crusade in 
Manila came at a strategic moment. 

The next few years may well be a time of 
great harvest for the Christian church in the 
Philippines. The Lord of the harvest is 
calling. How exciting that that call may see 
a strong, vibrant, growing Friends church 
in the Philippines in the last quarter of this 
century! The Philippines has potential to 
become one of the great missionary sending 
agencies in Asia. The Filipino church is 
now sending missionaries to Indonesia, 
Thailand, Korea, Iran, Sarawak, Malaysia, 
Okinawa, Ethiopa, and even the United 
States. Much statistical information in this 
report comes from a publication on the 
Philippines by MARC. 

"Lord, let us hear afresh your call to the 
whitened harvest fields!" 
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Uncle Charlie 
Never Wrote 
A Will ... 

and it only took two 
years to settle his estate. 
Uncle Charlie was not a man 
to shirk his responsibilities; 
he just did not realize how 
much difference a will could 
make. Since he had no chil­
dren, he assumed everything 
would go to his wife. But ac­
cording to the laws of his par­
ticular state, two thirds of his 
real estate went to his broth­
ers. 

If Uncle Charlie had intended 
to leave anything to his 
church, his wish was never 
realized. The law makes no 
allowance for charitable be­
quests without a will or some 
contractual arrangement. 
The free booklet below gives 
some other good reasons for 
writing a will. Send for your 
copy today. 

------clip and mail-------

Don Worden, Director of Development 
Evangelical Friends Church-

Eastern Region 
P.O. Box 102 
Damascus, Ohio 44619 

D Please send "37 Things People 
'Know' About Wills That Aren't 
Really So" without cost or obligation. 

Name 

Address-----------

City -------------

State ____ _ Zip ___ _ 
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A 
Transformed 
Life 
BY PATRICIO MEDRANO 

(Translated by Nancy Thomas) 

First of all, let me introduce myself. My 
name is Patricio Medrano. I was born in 
1940, part of a lower-class Aymara family 
living in the Bolivian altiplano village of 
Sullcataca Baja. My father made hats as a 
trade, but he didn't gain enough to support 
our family properly. 

We lived like any other nominal Catholic 
family, receiving whatever spiritual teach­
ing came from the local Catholic church. 
And, like all our neighbors, we combined 
this teaching with the folk religion of the 
area, offering sacrifices to the many spirits, 
consulting the witch doctor about problems 
or for knowledge of the future . 

My father died of tuberculosis when I 
was 15. He left us with no place to live and 
nothing to eat. The few things we did have 
we had to sell to "buy" masses in the church 
and to put offerings on my father's grave 
during All Saints' Day. If we didn't do 
these things, my father's soul would come 
back to harm us. Or so we believed. The 
situation was very bad. 

This article is the personal testimony of 
Aymara believer Patricio Medrano 
(pictured above). The story was written 
by Patricio and translated by Northwest 
Yearly Meeting missionary Nancy Thomas 
in Bolivia. 

In 1956, shortly after my father's death, I 
decided to find work in the Milluni tin mine 
in order to support my mother and two 
younger brothers. It was difficult to talk 
the mine officials into hiring one so young, 
but I finally landed a place in the cafeteria. 
My bosses soon learned to trust me, and it 
wasn't long until I was involved in many of 
the activities in the mining camp. 

But in spite of my good job, I was 
wasting my youth in drinking, dancing, and 
fighting . I made life miserable for my 
mother. There was no peace in our home­
just quarrels and tension. 

One evening I happened to wander into 
the Friends church in the village, and for 
the first time I heard the gospel message. It 
was Christmas Eve. But the church leaders 
were so involved in the Christmas play that 
I didn't get a chance to talk with them that 
night, although I very much wanted to. I 
returned home and told my uncles and my 
mother about the service. They obviously 
didn't believe in the Gospel and threatened 
to throw me out of the house if I even went 
back to the church. Out of fear of them I 
kept up my former life-style of drinking and 
fighting. 

But early one Sunday morning .I went 
back to the church. I was extremely ner-

vous. When I entered the building the 
believers welcomed me warmly. During the 
pastor's message I strongly felt my guilt 
before God and went to the altar to pray. 
The pastor prayed with me and then asked 
me to give my testimony. I still don't know 
how I managed to talk to the congregation. 
But that day I came to know the Savior. 

After several months I myself began to 
proclaim the Good News in the market­
places, testifying to nonbelievers of the 
crucified Christ. I never stopped witnessing 
to my family, my neighbors, and the men 
with whom I worked. In prayer I asked 
God, "Lord, teach me Your word so that I 

. can witness and bear all these trials." He 
heard me. Many people I witnessed to in 
those days, including my own family, found 
the Lord. The Catholic church in the 
village became a real house of prayer 
because so many of the townspeople pr0-
fessed faith in Christ. Praise the Lord! 

Seeing the necessity in my church, I 
wanted very much to go to Bible school, but 
I didn't have the money. One day my pas­
tor told me, "Patricio, it's time that you 
went to Bible school to prepare for the 
ministry the Lord has for you ." 

I replied, "I don't think I can. I just 
don't have the money." 

He responded, "God will take care of all 
the expenses." 

And so it happened. I thank the Lord 
for the help of those faithful brothers who 
supported me during my years of study. I 
attended an Assemblies of God Bible school 
on the altiplano, and it was there that my 
life underwent a complete transformation, 
preparing me for the Lord's work. After 
graduation I became a teacher in one of the 
rural grade schools that the Bolivian 
Friends Church operates. 

In 1965 I married Elena Catacora Men­
doza. At the time neither she nor her fam­
ily were Christians. But now they all know 
the Lord and faithfully attend church. 
Elena and I are very happy with our five 
children, serving the Lord together, pastor­
ing, and teaching. 

Currently I serve the church as director 
of both the Patmos Extension Bible School 
and of the Friends rural school system. It's 
a big responsibility. 

Paul's words in James 1:5 have always 
helped me: "But if any of you lacks 
wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to 
all men generously and without reproach, 
and it will be given him." It's a joy to serve 
the Lord and to know that I'm in the center 
of His will. ~ 



BY JACK L. WILLCUTS 

What To Do with Christians 
Who Are Wrong 
Is it possible to maintain a continuing warm spiritual relationship 
with one with whom you find yourself in disagreement? Not 
just a suitable, courtesy-type relationship but a genuine, loving,. 
and enthusiastic one-and when the issues are not shallow but 
deep policy- type decisions? This is more than an academic 
question if one has been involved in church life very long. Whole 
denominations have been torn apart because of this problem, 
and minischisms in local churches happen all too often because 
differences of opinion or concerns or emphases descend into 
estranged relationships. 

It is not a new problem. Timothy and John Mark must have 
watched very, very carefully how Paul and Peter handled their 
differences in judgment on various decisions. But what seems to 
come through clearly is that while they, on one occasion at least, 
"disputed face to face," it apparently didn't damage in any way 
the warmth of their continuing spiritual relationship. Some will 
even challenge my opinion on that probably, but I don't believe 
it is idealistic. 

A shortcut response to this is that if two people are truly filled 
with the Holy Spirit or sanctified, nothing breaks the warmth of 
spiritual relationship. But there are some examples of beautiful, 
Spirit-filled individuals who find their personal relationships less 
than spiritually warm and cordial when and after sharp 
differences of judgment occur. 

Recently I came across something from the writings of Jacob 
Arminius titled "On Reconciling Religious Dissentions among 
Christians" that is practical and helpful. Not new, mind you, it 
was preached in a sermon in 1606! He suggests a lot of prayer 
for those with whom we differ, and patience, humility, and a 
willingness to admit error in our own thinking and discernment. 
Then he finishes his peroration with this pointed comment: "We 
should, if a consensus of views cannot finally be achieved, 
acknowledge differing persons as fellow Christian believers, and 
maintain warm fellowship in the faith, and mutually pledge to 
abstain from all 'bitterness, evil speaking, and railing.'" 

Maintain warm fellowship in the faith. Not too many Quakers I 
know go around "railing," but some go out for coffee with each 
other less frequently than they used to, or have "less in 
common" because of a difference of opinion coming out of a 
committee meeting or a meeting for the conduct of business. ls 
there no better way? 

In his book, The Making of a Christian Leader (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1976), Ted Engstrom says, "The proper handling of 
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troublesome situations demands both tact and the ability to 
handle people. Problems with people will not become large if 
you keep them little ones. To do that you must act quickly and 
directly when the slightest tension begins to surface between 
individuals." 

He goes on, "Tact may be defined as intuitive 
perception . . . . For example, a tactful person is able to 
reconcile two opposing views without compromising his own 
principles. Tact means that a person has a sensitivity to other 
people; whereas others might wound or hurt, he is able to use 
the same words or approach with a slightly different emphasis or 
phrasing that does not offend." 

Well, whether or not the gift of tact is included in the New 
Testament is uncertain, but it is unfortunate when good, 
sanctified, Spirit-filled people who have to work elbow to elbow 
in the local or yearly meeting affairs lack tact. Every one of us 
experiences tension, frustration, and conflict with other people. 
If one doesn't, he is either psychotic or withdrawing from the 
mainstream of church life. A mark of maturity is to be able to 
handle conflict in a loving, productive way. There are certain 
kinds of Christians who actively promote situations in which 
both parties win in loving each other and who are able to trust 
and work together while working through strong, deep, and even 
unresolvable differences. Differences can even strengthen the 
church rather than being destructive when warm, continuing, 
spiritual fellowship is maintained. 

On Exit 
The hard part about freeways is getting off correctly. Missing 
your exit may ruin your schedule and take you all the way to the 
county line. It is like the mobile home driver at the Mexican 
border saying, "We' re just looking for a place to turn around!" 

Our fast living also presents many missed exits. "What you 
think is the right road may lead to death." (Proverbs 14: 12) 
Turning aside at the opportune place to write a note of 
gratitude, visit a lonely person, phone a discouraged friend, 
encourage a youth, spend an hour with the children, watch a 
school game when someone important (to you) is playing-these 
are missed exits for too many hurried Christians. Or the prayer 
exit-have you rushed by that on today's trip? 

If you missed the right turnoff, it does little good to drive faster. 
Growth in grace doesn't come in a hurry, nor does Christian 
service. Spiritual freeways may lead to death. 
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BALM FOR SORE SPIRITS 

BY CATHERINE CATTELL 

Hello! Gue what! I Lhink I will go into 
Lhe adverti ing busine s. I know of a prod­
ucL that i very effecLive but little used. I t i 
good for o many ills, and there eems to be 
an epidemic of the very ill thaL require 
large amounts of thi product. IL i avail­
able and rare on ly in Lhe ense Lhat it i 
often neglected. IL i e pecially helpful in 
oothing wound of the piril. 

Just to enumerate a few of the condit ion 
in which thi Balm is effective, there i the 
wound of 

being overlooked; 
not being appreciated; 
being demoted; 
ju t the chronic pain of loneline 
misundersLanding; 
growing too old to be taken eriously; 
being too young to be taken eriou ly. 

That i quite a list. You may add your -
like perhaps having to drop out of u efu l 
ervice. 

IL eem Lhat whenever reorganization 
take place in a church, or anywhere, Lhere is 
an outbreak of this type of hurt. Faithful­
ne s i lo tin the cale of va lue . Efficiency 
and progre are new criteria, but the do 
not take the place of faithfulne s. There 
ha to be a welding of all the best of the pa t 
to the new to make a good future . 

But for tho e wounds! The Balm i 
known b everal trade names, but perhaps 
the mo t ommon i Tendernes . Gentle­
ness has many of the ame ingredienL . I 
have een earth haking change take place 
with great effecti enes and with very few 
ca ualLie where Lhe wound were handled 
with generou amount of this Balm . 

Power is very abra i e and har h on 
human pirit unles it i admini tered wiLh 
Balm. Arrogance in the church i com­
plct el out f pla e. 

LaLel , I ran aero s thi phra e in the 
Bible, " the tender mercie of our God.' ' I 

thought of God-King of kings, Lord of 
lords, Judge of all Lhe earth with power and 
authority over the entire univer e. How we 
would fear Him and cri nge a do the 
heathen, were it not that He also i a tender 
and lo ing Father who " knoweth our frame 
and remembereth that we are dust. " Au­
thority without compassion i what pro­
duce a Hitler. Authority with lendernes 
make for a father in I rael-mother too! 

Anyhow, Paul aid, "Be ye kind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
anoLher, e en as God for Christ ' sake hath 
forgiven you ." 

Oh ye , Lhe Balm i free, excepL for pa­
tience and love! One thing more: those 
who u e it on other usually are greatly 
benefited them elves. Now Lhat i really a 
pecial plus! Try it! t"P'l 

Franci A . Schaeffer, How Shall We Then 
Live? Fleming H. Revell Co., 1976, 288 
page , $12.95 . 

Franci Schaeffer' mo l recenL apologetic 
work in film and prim hould be received 
with both appreciation and cauLion. The 
apprecia ti on mu L Lem from the facL that 
Schaeffer ha helped many people Lhrough 
hi work at L ' Abri and through hi wriLing. 
The wide pread di tribuLion of the ten-part 
co lor film series and iLs companion book 
and LUdy guide pro ide one of the fine t 
opporLUnitie ever for a Chri tian apologi L 
to addres a large audience. The effort ha 
already been u eful, although it is not an 
unqualified ucce s. 

The book and films intend lo describe 
" the ri e and decline of We tern thought 
and culture, ' ' beginning with the Roman 
Empire and clo ing with an analy i of con­
temporary culture with a pecial focu on 
the United Slate . One of the alue of the 
work i that it will remind man , people that 
idea do develop o er time and do have 
con equence . Idea do matter becau e 
they ultimaLely affect how people act, 

though Schaeffer con trues Lhi point a bit 
mechanically . 

Per istent theme include the tracing of 
the development of " humanism" (for 
Schaeffer almost anything that puts men 
"in the place of the Creator" ), repeated at­
tack on " exi tential methodology," and 
selling up the connict between "rea on" 
and "nonrea on." In one of the regu Jar 
themes, Schaeffer correctly argue that to 
reject ab olute truth in favor of realistic 
truLh leave no adequate base for moral 
and ultimaLely for ociety. Philo ophy, 
theology, history, science, art, and other 
discipline are woven into the discu sion 
Lhroughout. 

After having u ed the film and book in 
Leaching, I have evera l re er ation abouL 
Lhe work . The fir t is that Lhe o er-
implifications in Lhe work are mi leading. 

Some over implification is needed in Lhis 
kind of a urvey in order to give a en e of 
organization and of movement in ideas and 
hi tory. However, far too many of S haef­
fer' implificaLion are mi leading and ob­
viou ly serve the cau e of the apologi L 
rather than the cau e of truth-for ex­
ample, the ana ly i of Thoma Aquina 's 
philo ophical theology and of the frequent­
ly questionable argument from the inter­
pretaLion of art. 

RelaLed to over implification is Schaef­
fer' u e of vocabu lary, particularly the u e 
of common Lechnical Lerm in a peculiar 
Schaefferian manner. The mo t obviou 
example is hi di toned use of the word 
humani m , a peculiar u age upon which a 
ignifi ant portion of hi argument re t . 

This i more eriou than Lhe no el and 
sometimes confusing u e of e ho word like 
"modern modern cience" or " nothing­
nothing." 

A third mi giving about Lhi work i. Lhat 
it include out-and-ouL mi repre entation 
of the fact.. One of the mo t glaring in-
Lances i Schaeffer' a sertion that oun­

trie affe Led by the Reformation did not 
have blood revolution in contra t to 
countrie wiLhout a "Reformation ba e" 
(see, for example, chapter 6). This a er­
tion pointed! ignore clear ev idence lo the 
ontrary in both England and German in 

the ixteenth and se enteenth centurie . I 
prefer to consider uch in lances as shoddy 
workmanship rather than intentional mis­
repre entation . 

In drawing a picture o f twentieLh centur 
culture, at ome point haeffer pre ent 

( ontinued on page 17) 
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First Day News 
QUICK QUAKER COMMENTARY 

DR. RICHARD CHAMBERS, dean of faculty of Malone College (Ohio), and MRS. CHAMBERS 
were victims of criminals attempting to take control of their car after a robbery. 
Chambers was killed and his wife injured in the tragedy, which happened February 21 
in Cleveland, Ohio. The college community and entire yearly meeting and Evangelical 
Friends Alliance are shocked by this news and join in prayer for the family in the 
aftermath of this tragedy. 

Three general superintendents--SHERMAN BRANTINGHAM of Indiana Yearly Meeting, 
ROBERT GARRIS of Western Yearly Meeting, and ROBERT BECK of Wilmington Yearly 
Meeting--led a workshop for members of Ministry and Counsel at Quaker Hill Confer­
ence Center, Richmond, Indiana, in February on the subject, "Working with the 
Pastor." The following questions were considered: For what do you look when search­
ing for a new pastor? How do you maintain a good relationship with the pastor? How 
do you best support the pastor? How do you help in the pastoral work so that the 
universal ministry of Friends is affirmed? 

JACK and GERALDINE WILLCUTS were guest speakers as fifteen Friends meetings of 
the Kokomo, Indiana, area, Western Yearly Meeting, joined for a week of special pre­
Easter meetings, March 12-18. Geraldine was in charge of children's meetings. 
Services were held in the Courtland Avenue Meetinghouse. 

General Superintendent NORVAL HADLEY of Northwest Yearly Meeting was the 
speaker for the Watertower Lecture Series in February on the Friends Bible College 
campus, Haviland, Kansas. Topics discussed were "Roots of Quakerism" amd "What 
Quakers Are Doing Today." 

RANDALL and SARA BROWN, former missionaries to the Friends field in Burundi, 
spent several months in the U.S. following a teaching assignment at Damavand 
College in Iran. Randall has returned to Iran again for a six-month assignment 
while his family remains in Alabama. His parents, CLAYTON and LOUELLA BROWN, also 
former missionaries in Burundi, now live in Friendsview Manor, Newberg, Oregon. 

Retired Friends missionaries ALICE ADAMS, 90, and ELSIE MATTI, 87, were 
remembered on their birthdays recently by Friends of Ohio. Both served many years 
as missionaries in India and China before retirement. 

FRIENDS FOCUS 
'GOD FIRST FOR A JO-DAY EXPERIMENT' 

This is the slogan of a program launched recently by Clackamas Park Friends Church 
(Oregon) in a pamphlet that calls for the following disciplines: 1. Meet once each 
week to pray together; 2. Give two hours' time each week to God (in some assignment 
in church responsibilities); J. Give God one tenth of your earnings; 4, Spend from 
6:00 to 6:JO each morning in prayer and meditation; 5. Witness for God your experi­
ences to others. The idea was adapted from the Ten Brave Christians program. 

'THEOLOGICAL WARS' OVER IN WICHITA ------ --- --- -- ----

Writing in their midweek paper, pastor David Kingrey of University Friends Church 
(Kansas) reports a committee called "Yearly Meeting Relations Committee" has been 
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discontinued as its function across the years had been to try to bridge differences 
between the meeting and the Yearly Meeting. "Thank God, the old battles are finish­
ed. Under the leadership of John Robinson and Gerald Teague, Kansas Yearly Meeting 
i s clear about its center of commitment and its scope of ministry. KYM is unapolo­
getically Christ- centered in faith. That is precisely the position of our church. 
Our church and our Yearly Meeting are intertwined together as parts of Christ's 
body here on earth." Gerald Teague, associate general superintendent, recently 
presented during a morning worship hour the ways in which the Yearly Meeting and 
the church may serve the Lord together . 

CHAI N OF PRAYER AMONG FRIENDS ACROSS THE U.S. ------ ---- - -- - - - -

A total of 144 Friends meetings in the U.S. along with prayer partner meetings of 
East Africa Yearly Meeting covenanted to pray together dai l y between New Year's and 
Easter, reported the Wider Ministries Board of the Friends United Meeting. This was 
the second year the plan has been used, with much wider participation in 1978 . 

DAVID LEACH LEADS I NDIANA PASTORS ' RETREAT 

Davi d Leach, executive director of Friends Marriage Encounter based in Seattle, was 
the leader for a conference for pastors and wives of Indiana Yearly Meeting February 
20-22 in the International Friendship House at Winona Lake, Indiana. Three spe­
cific topics were considered: 1. Spiritual feeding of pastors; 2. Dealing with the 
pastor and his personal family life; J . How the pastor can help the congregation 
with marriage and family .Problems . 

NEWBERG FRIENDS BREAKS FAITH PROMISE RECORD 

In a recent missionary convention and following four days of meetings with Verl 
Lindley, pastor of Granada Heights Friends Church in California, Newberg Friends 
Church (Oregon) received faith promise pledges totalling over $40,000, their largest 
commitment to missions. Funds wi ll be divided between the Friends missions in South 
America and the support of various members of their congregation on different fields. 

HOW OLD WERE THE 'VALIANT SIXTY'? 

"When in 1644, George Fox began what grew into the Religious Society of Friends, he 
was not only a poverty stricken shoemaker, but also only 20 years old. Within ten 
years he had already gathered in excess of 25,000 likeminded followers of the Light. 
From 1654 he was ably assisted in the endeavor by a group of women and men . . 
known as ' The Valiant Sixty. ' Of the J7 ages recorded in research, the median age 
[of the Valiant Sixty] was an incredible 2J .... " 

This statement comes from Dwi ght Wilson, Friends General Conference secretary. 
He adds, "Today, a 2J-year-old is rarely respected as being wise enough to sit on a 
Yearly Meeting committee let alone share in the meeting's leadership. I would like 
to suggest that by age 16 young Fri ends are generally ready to serve on all our 
committees. Never mind that they may not be fully mature . Who among us will admit 
that she or he has not grown in the past several years?" 

102 PAIRS OF MITTENS 

East Richland Friends Church (Ohio) recently sent 102 pairs of mittens and gloves 
for distribution by the Canton Friends Inner City Ministry under the direction of 
George Primes . With all the snow this winter, that must have been a welcome gift . 
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5,000 FRIENDS GATHER FOR CENTRAL .AMERICA 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

Matilda Haworth, veteran Friends missionary to Guatemala, was one of the featured 
speakers for the 75th anniversary observances held in the sports arena of Chiquimula, 
Guatemala. California Yearly Meeting General Superintendent Keith Sarver was also 
present. 

In July 1902 the first Friends missionaries rode into Chiquimula on muleback 
to begin the distribution of Spanish Bibles. It is estimated there are now 17,000 
constituents of the Central America Yearly Meeting of Friends, which includes 
meetings in Honduras and El Salvador as well as Guatemala. 

MALONE COLLEGE GROUP TO VISIT CENTRAL .AMERICA 

"The Chorale Study Tour of Central America" will visit three Central American 
countries June 8-29, led by Eugene Collins of Malone College and his wife Carolyn. 
Tour appearances will be given in Guatemala, Costa Rica, and El Salvador. Others 
are invited to join the tour. Those interested should contact Dr. Collins. 

YAVATMAL SEMINARY RECEIVES ESTATE GRANT 

Union Biblical Seminary in Yavatmal, India, in which Friends are involved, was the 
recipient recently of the receipts from the estate of Willar Pim, a longtime member 
of the Damascus Friends Church (Ohio). The amount is $21,056.69. 

OHIO FRIENDS YOUTH TOP MISSIONS GOAL 

Eastern Region youth set a goal of $10,000 for missions for 1977. The final tally 
of giving came to $10,035. The FY group from Martinsville, Virginia, gave the most, 
$1,500. Second place went to the Fulton Creek FY, which raised $750. 

MODULAR CLASSROOMS ADD QUICK SPACE 

Friendswood, Texas, Friends Church recently installed two Morgan iA"odular 32'x32' 
classroom buildings, which added needed Sunday school space for their Christian 
education ministry. Their worship and Sunday school attendance is running more than 
a third above a year ago. 

PASTORS' CONFERENCE IN MAY --------

Evangelical Friends Church--Eastern Region will hold their annual Pastors' 
Conference May 1-4 at Massanetta Springs, Harrisonburg, Virginia. Northwest 
Yearly Meeting pastors and wives meet at Twin Rocks Conference grounds, April 3-7. 

CABCO DISCONTINUED 

Radio CORDAC has discontinued broadcasting since last April due to strict government 
controls, according to the CABCO-CORDAC Board President Howard Ellis in a letter 
sent to those who have supported this ministry in Burundi, Africa. 

I CARING COMMITTEE I NAMED 

Talent Friends Church (Oregon) has formed a new committee not unlike the old Quaker 
Committee on Suffering. It is "to take care of the needs of our church's widows, 
shut-ins, divorcees, and anyone needing someone they can turn to when they have 
problems with maintenance of their houses, cars, and finances." 
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HISTORIC MEETING PLANNED AT MI'. PLEASANT, OHIO 

D. Elton Trueblood has been joined by at least 100 Friends in his concern for a "new 
kind of conference to be held at Mt. Pleasant, Ohio, August 4-6, 1978." 

Explaining the purposes of the gathering in the historic meetinghouse that has 
been restored by the Ohio State Historical Society, Trueblood says, "The worst ex­
ample of our [Quaker] fragmentation occurred one hundred years ago, the most shame­
ful episode taking place in the beautiful meetinghouse. Why not undertake a 
spiritual rebuilding at the very place where spiritual demolition once occurred?" 

The magnificent structure of Mt. Pleasant, once the largest building west of 
the Allegheny Mountains, will be used again. Visitors to the conference, to which 
all Friends are invited, will include non-Friends as well. Housing will be arranged 
in the homes of those in the community, as in pioneer days. Accommodations will be 
available, too, in motels and rooms a few miles distant. 

Milton Coleman and James Newby are in charge of arrangements. The sessions 
will include presentations on "The Quaker Concept of Basic Christianity," "Our Hope 
for the Future," "A Christ-Centered Faith." The first meeting is Friday evening, 
August 4, concluding with a 10:00 a.m. worship hour Sunday, August 6. 

Those interested in attending (dates have been selected to avoid conflict with 
most yearly meetings) should write Milton Coleman, Mt. Pleasant, Ohio. 

TRINITY CHURCH CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY WITH FRIENDS 

Trinity Friends Church (Ohio) invited Sherman Brantingham, now general superinten­
dent of Indiana Yearly Meeting, to be the speaker for a series of meetings April 
9-12, when they observed their 25th year as a part of the Friends Yearly Meeting . 
Brantingham had been influential in encouraging the church to become Friends . 
Several former pastors were invited to the anniversary celebration. 

A NEW WAY TO HELP 

The First Friends Church in Vancouver, Washington, sent 36 people to Meier & Frank 
Department store in the shopping mall one day to help take inventory. They worked 
from 6:25 to 11:00 p.m. For their labor the store donated $576 to the church. 

STAMPS FOR FBC -------

Mr. H. 0. Light, 83, of Haviland, Kansas, is involved in a stamp project with 
earnings designated for Friends Bible College. "Any cancelled stamps would be fine 
but it is especially the commemorative ones that I'd like. I don't need postmarks, 
just the stamps cut from the envelopes but they must not be damaged." The project 
was started in the 1950s by Marva Jackson Garrison and has continued since. 

POTPOURRI 
WRC AIDS INDIA CYCLONE SURVIVORS 
- - --- --- ---- -----

Recurring cyclones roaring into southeast India from the Bay of Bengal carrying 
15-foot tidal waves 50 miles inland resulted in one of India's worst natural disas ­
ters in 100 years, report Friends missionaries. The World Relief Commission of the 
National Association of Evangelicals sent $35,000 in emergency funds. The gift will 
help provide food, shelter, drinking water, clothing, cooking utensils, medical aid, 
and fuel. 
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The following story written by Jack L. 
Willcuts is part of a book soon to be 
published titled Wholistic Quaker Faith , 
by John Bond, New Castle Friends 
Meeting, Indiana. 

IOLA STEEN 

Tho e in retirement often become" alt and 
light" in remarkable way . Thi is e pecial­
ly true for Friend pa tor and other mini -
ter like Iola Steen , who wa recorded 
o rig inally in Kan as Yearly Meeting, began 
her "calling" in Colorado, but for many 
year ha lived in Oregon. 

Now in her eighties, widowed , living 
alone in a hou e that i barely warm enough 
in the winter and could u e ome repairs in 
almo t every functional part of the build­
ing, thi little Quaker lady i a pillar of 
strength to an astounding number of peo­
ple. Student , the di couraged , ailing 
neighbor , those in di tres , in nur ing 
home , in financial difficulty, wear Chri -
tian " leader ," Vietname e refugee , 
former drug addict , and pri oner . 

She i the piri tual thermometer in every 
meeting for wor hip, bur ting out in prai e, 
prayer, e hortatio n, ong, and ob iou 
vigorou u pport for every other pa rtici ­
pant. She i a mini mini ter with a towering 
innuence that to uche other at their point 
of deepest need . 

That he i a recorded Friend mini ter i 
incidental. Her i a posit ion not of tatu 
bu t of fun tion , a little woman with an 
enormou heart. Her diminutive ize and 
fragile health are all out of proportion to 
her heav hedule and far-nung concern . 
It i hard to imagine her a a young wife and 
mot her more than 60 year ago home tead­
ing, o ut-of-the-raw, a never- too-pro perou 
farm in ea tern Colorado wit h a hu band 
who mu t have loved her ery mu ch. 

Here ample is een a one who ha been 
tried in the fire of hard hip and di a p­
poin1ment and ha come forth a pure 
gold . Her tender pirit, instant pra er , 
and on tant concern for not ju t the meet­
ing, the pa tor, the congregation, but for 
tho e on the outside edge who ne er eem 
quite capable of "getti ng it all together" ha 

made her phone and her home a center for 
Chri tian coun eli ng, caring, and eldering. 

Her humble home ha become a ha en 
for e era I of her "boy " or "girl , " ome 
truggling in their new Christian faith to 

"come off drug " ; other ma be college 
tudent . Again l the ad ice of her friend 

and family, he helters and nurture 
troubled outh, mo t of whom seem to 
move on from "Mother Steen' '' innuence 
into stable, respectable C hri tian live . 

A Vietname e refugee girl need a place 
to tay while getting started in her graduate 
tudie at Portland State Univer ity . Where 

could he go? To Iola ' , of cour e. This 
be omes for her a complete course of Chris­
tian culturalization, a built-in la nguage 
tudy, an acquaintance with C hri tian 

Ameri a at it be t. She i a ed from fear , 
from loneline , from economic chao , and 
find thi gentle woman a model for the 
meaning of Quakeri m-a word and a con­
cept totally new to her Buddhi t back­
ground . 

Iola, with a little help from the meeting 
or indi idual Friend , omehow make end 
meet to care for someone in need . 

Thi is onl one of many " a e historie " 
of caring on the part of one tiny, 80-year­
o ld Quaker who e i ion , love, a nd concern 
furni h a living example of " wholi tic' ' Ii -
ing. She leave a trai l of blessing and en­
couragement throughout the cit , run a 
Chri tian mini hotel a nd boarding hou eon 
a budget tha t most would find totally im­
po ible. Her en iti ity to "sound doc­
tri ne" and concern for a trong, ac ti e, a r­
ing meeting in all re pect are kept in di -
cerning balance, and he hepherd her 
energie carefully in order Lo be ready f r 
a n "openi ng of the Lord " that may come. 

ejil 

The E ANGELICAL FRIEND neither endorses 
nor necessarily approves subject matter 
used in Face of the World, but simply tries 
lo publish material of general in tere t to 
Friends. - The Editors 

Muggeridge Coauthor of Play 
on the Question of Euthanasia 
LONDON-Malcolm Muggeridge, the noted 
ocial critic and Christian commentator, i 

coauthoring a pla on euthanasia with Alan 
Thornh ill , the author of the re ent play on 
the life of John Wesley entitled Ride, Ride. 

In announcing the new produ lion, Mr. 
Muggeridge told an ecumenical gathering 
that "the que tion of euthana ia i going to 
be the ne t great moral co ntrover to be 
fought out in our time . What we th in k 
and do about birth and death determine 
what we think and do about life." 

According to the ocial critic, the ick­
ne of West ern civilization i due to "t he 
ero ion or confu ion of moral alue , o f 
good and evil , and the di tinction between 
them." 

He declared that until the tale of Cali­
fornia pa ed a "right to die" bill "no 
go ernment in the hi tory of the world ever 
put a euthana ia bill on the tatute book e -
ept the Nazi governm nt of the Third 

Reich ." -E. P. 

Evangelicals to Promote 
Social Justice 
PHILADELPHIA-The E e uti ve Committee 
of Evangelical for Social Action (ESA) ha 
projected a three-year budget of $225,000 
and an immediate earch for two full-time 
taff. ESA i an interracial group f s cial 

ju ti e ad oca te , drawn from e angelical 
aero s the country . Unanimou approval 
wa given by the Executi e Committee to 
five top prioritie to implement ed ucation 
and action program for the e a ngelical seg­
ment of the church: 

(I) Forming a nationwide network of 
I ca l chapter of ESA . The local hapter 
will erve a a place f r fellow hip and shar­
ing new idea and al o a ba e for on rete 
action o n local and national i ue of ju tice 



sa1cur1t1ay at 3:00 a.m., preached a 
mei.sage for I ,000 Of those who 

worked in and and 

is 

FCNL Research Internships 
Applications now being accepted 
for three 11-month assignments, 
starting next September fifth. 
Subsistence pay. 

For information and applications, write: 

Friends Committee on National 
Legislation 

245 2d Street NE 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

202/54 7 -4343 



20 EVANGELICAL FRIEND 

and there i only one church , also Chri tian 
Reformed . 

The church has 850 members-many live 
GOD M:ilDE :ilLL THINGS 

out ide the community limits-and the B.M.H. Betty M. Hockett 

pa tore timates that 95 percent of them at­
tend Sunday morning ervice . About 80 
percent are back for the Sunday evening 
ervice , he a id . -£. P. 

General Meeting of 
Conservative Friends 
COLUMBIANA, OHIO-A meeting of Friends 
of the three Con ervative yearly meeting 
and tho e of like mind , who are eeker of 
the Truth , i being planned if ii be con i -
tent with God' will 6/ 30/ 1978 and 7/ 1 & 
2/ J 978 at the Middleton Meeting Hou e 
south of here. 

Those who desire to attend will ha e 
ho pitality provided in homes and meals al 
the meeting hou e. (We can accommodate 
camper in our yards .) 

We plan to begin with a meeting for wor-
hip on 6th day e ening 6/ 30/ 1978 at 7:00. 

Reservation may be ent by 5/ 1/ 1978 to: 
Wm. and Verna Cope, 44550 St. Rt. 517, 
Columbiana, Ohio 44408 ; Phone 216/ 457-
2949 . 

FUN WITH A SONG 
BY BEITY M . Ho KEIT 

(especially for young children) 

It' fun to ing! Already you ha ve 
di covered that. II ' e pecia ll y fun to ing a 
Bible ver e. You an learn it er quickly 
when it ha a tune a well as words. 

John I :3a tell u that God made all 
things. Look up thi verse in you r Bible, or 
a k omeone to read it to you . Then , ing 
thi ong that has the word of John I :3a in 
the choru . 

Can you play thi ong on the piano? Tr 
it and ee. Ask your parent if your famil 
can ing it together for a family worship 
time. You could also sugge t that omeone 
read Gene i I from the Bible. The ong 
goe along with ii , too . 

Have fun with the ong! Maybe your 
friends al o would like lo learn it. ei,, 

Arr: M. McDonnell 

1. Who made the earth so big and round? Who made the wa · ters, sky and ground? 

Who made the moun - tains steep and tall? God did! He made them all. 

(All four stanzas may be sung before singing chorus) 

All things were made by Him. All things were made by Him. 

things were made God made all things. 

2. Who made the flow 'rs with colors bright? Who made the wind that blows my kite? 
Who made the rain that comes in fall? God did! He made them all. 

3. Who made the sun that gives us light? Who made the moon that sh ines at night? 
Who made the stars both large and small? God did! He made them all. 

4. Who made the fish that swim all day? Who made the birds that fly away? 
Who made the people, short and tall? God did! He made them all. 

Used by permission 
Succe s with Youth Publications, Tempe, Arizona 
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Involvement or Punt 
OLEN R. ELLIS 
SUPERINTENDENT, ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN YEARLY MEETING 

A well-known American 
philosopher named Snoopy 
once said, "Deep within every 
human heart is a deep 
uncontrollable urge to punt. '.'. 
The nonfootball fan may 
understand that the punt is an 
act of turning the ball over to 
the other team by kicking it. 
How often have you 
succumbed to this urge 
recently? 

You have an opportunity to 
share the message of Christ 
with an associate or fellow 
traveler. What happens? You 
drop back 10 yards and punt 
it out of sight. You meet 
someone in need; you kick 
that ball to social services. 
Volunteers are needed for a 
church workday; we scream 
for the punting unit. 

Here is a situation that will 
bring the punt signal faster 
than the Dallas Cowboys' 
doomsday defense: "Will you 
teach a Sunday school class?" 

Sometimes we punt on the 
first play of the game. We 
grind out of bed with "Oh, I 
feel lousy; it's going t9 be a 
rotten day." Many 
psychologists believe that the 
way we react in the first five 
minutes of the day tells what 
that day is going to be. Psalm 
118:24 explains, "This is the 
day which the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in 
it." When you start a day 

with that perspective, you do 
not punt away an entire day. 

You know, I have been in 
committees where we actually 
punted while we were still in 
the huddle. We punted the 
ball away before we even 
knew the play. Now, that is a 
dangerous act! Punting out 
of the huddle is a-quick way 
for one of your own 
teammates to receive serious 
injury. A committee member 
with excitement written all 
over his or her face comes up 
with a great new idea. 
Without thinking, every foot 
in that huddle begins swinging 
to punt that ball. The 
committee member who came 
up with the idea is lucky to 
come out with a head, let 
alone any self-esteem or spirit 
of brotherly love. 

The eagerness to punt or 
avoid involvement disappears 
in a life that is built around 
Jesus Christ and His Church. 
If, throughout the day, your 
mind is on Christ and 
building and supporting 
others, it's hard to become 
discouraged. It's hard to find 
yourself in a punting 
situation. During a worship 
service, when I look around 
and see John, Susan, Jim, 
and Mary, and my thoughts 
focus on how to support and 
encourage these dear fellow 
believers in their faith and 
life, my own game plan won't 
include punting. 

Too often Christians worry 
about scoring touchdowns. 
guess our faith should be 
more what in football they 
call a "three-yards-and-pile­
of-dust" working faith. If 
you can see a little growth, 
get a first and ten now and 
then, and not be all 
concerned about touchdowns, 
you are more likely to keep 

going and less likely to have 
setbacks. A good question to 
ask is, "What small thing can 
I do this week to make me a 
better Christian?" 

Hebrews 10:23-35 says, "Let 
us hold fast the confession of 
our hope without wavering, 
for He who promised is 
faithful; and let us consider 
how to stimulate one another 
to love and good deeds, not 
forsaking our own assembling 
together, as is the habit of 
some but encouraging one 
another; and all the more, as 
you see the day drawing 
near." (NASB) 

- A . J. Ellis 
RMYM Presiding Clerk 

More than a Candle 
BY RUSSELL MYERS 
SUPERINTENDENT 
EFC-EASTERN REGION 

A candle is lighted in the 
midnight darkness. But alas, 
false hope is born. No mere 
candle can dispel the spiritual 
darkness that covers the 
earth. For 400 years there had 
been no prophetic word from 
the prophets. Many candles 
had been lighted but the 
darkness soon smothered the 
flickering hopes. 

Loren Eisely in The Invisible 
Pyramid graphically exposes 
the tragedy of putting your 
hope in candielights. The 
New York City electrical 
blackout of 1965 furnished a 
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symbol of the false hope for 
all who have only a candle. 

A man was trapped on an 
upper floor of a skyscraper 
engulfed in midnight 
darkness. Quickly he fumbled 
to find a candle in his desk 
drawer. Lighting it, he made 
his way to the corridor. 
Elevators were motionless. 
Frantically he looked for a 
stairway. Sighting what 
looked like a small service 
doorway near the bank of 
elevators, he opened the door 
and stepped in. He was 
found the next day at the 
bottom of an elevator shaft, 
the extinguished candle still 
clutched in his hand. 

In St. John (NEB), chapter 
one, we are confronted with 
the Light of the World. "The 
light shines on in the dark, 
and the darkness has never 
mastered it." He is our Light. 
We must speed the Light to 
every "dark corner" of our 
world. We have no excuse 
for failure! Jesus Christ is 
more than a candle. He is the 
inextinguishable Light of the 
world. Easter, 1978, has been 
another confirmation of the 
validity of that Eternal Light 
that the shepherds saw two 
thousand years ago. 

We are constantly bombarded 
by the energy crisis. How 
about the Light crisis? For, 
without His light, we all 
plunge into the dark shaft of 
hopeless despair, defeat, and 
death. By our side, clutched 
in our lifeless hand, is the 
feeble candle of self­
righteousness and human 
rationalization. 

Without that great Light there 
is no hope! ~ 
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FRIENDS CONCERNS 

Christ the Center 
Below is a report from Bradley 
Fisher, head of the RMYM Spiritual 
Life Committee. The report is to 
inform about what the committee 
does, along with encouraging 
participation in Spiritual Life at the 
local church level. -regional editor 

The Spiritual Life Committee is the 
eyes and the ears of the church. This 
committee concerns itself with the 
spiritual welfare of the church and 
community, so members need to 
stop, look, and listen. They must be 
able to see and hear. They must 
know it when someone hurts. 

1 Corinthians closes out in a mili­
tant manner. Like a sergeant bark­
ing last-minute instructions before 
battle, the Apostle Paul writes, 
"Keep your eyes open for spiritual 
danger: stand true to the Lord; act 
like men; be strong; and whatever 
you do, do it with kindness and 
love." (1 Corinthians 16:13-14 LB) 
This somewhat outlines the areas of 
work for the Spiritual Life Commit­
tee. 

Be Watchful 
Watch your attitude. There is a 

close connection between your sal­
vation and your attitude. There is 
plenty in the Bible to support this 
statement. One of the many ex­
amples is a statement given by John. 
He writes, "Anyone who says he is 
walking in the light of Christ but 
dislikes his fellow man, is still in 
darkness." (1 John 2:9 LB) A tempta­
tion for a Spiritual Life Committee 
member is to fight for right with the 
wrong spirit. 

Again, watch your times. There 
are all kinds of ideas in your world. 
You will hear about the rights for the 
poor to have an abortion. You will 
learn about inhuman conditions in 
our prisons, but the prevailing ideas 
are not necessarily Christian. 

Start planning 
for summer now! 

Attend camp 
at Quaker Ridge. 

Watch for upcoming 
information. 

Stand True to the Lord 
You have a variety of places to 

serve in your church. You are given 
responsibilities as giving fellowship 
to the young Christian, Bible study, 
and church growth. You have re­
sponsibilities to the newcomer; you 
have responsibilities to the shut-in. 

Just before returning to the 
Father, Jesus gave the Church its 
single task. He said, "Salvation is to 
be sent to all nations." He said, 
"Feed my little sheep." 

James calls pure and unblemish­
ed religion as ones who visit, demon­
strating genuine love (James 1:27). 

Oswald Smith asks what a man 
would say who sent for a plumber to 
fix his water taps if he should come 
home and find him painting the side 
of the house. Sometimes we are 
more concerned about maintaining 
the church than in doing the task 
Christ gave the church. 

Somehow we must face this as 
members of the Spiritual Life Com­
mittee. The devi I loves to sidetrack 
us. He wants you to think you are 
too busy, retired, young, or mature to 
be involved. It still remains that the 
growing church is the one with some 
form of visitation. 

Be Strong 
The Spiritual Life member should 

be one of conviction. He should be 
supportive of the church's total pro­
gram. It is contradictive to attend 
Spiritual Life meeting and at the 
same time irregularly attend the ser­
vices of the church. 

A delicate task that faces the 
Spiritual Life Committee is handling 
moral problems within the member­
ship. This is especially painful when 
the offender is a friend or loved one. 
To handle something like this re­
quires heart searching and prayer. 
The offending one must see your 
love. This needs to be handled in 
such a way that the offending one 
can save face. Galatians 6 gives 
helpful directions. 

Show Kindness and Love 
The motivating force behind Chris­

tianity is love. The Bible describes 
God as love. We are told to love one 
another. "We love him because he 
first loved us." (1 John 4:19) The 
three great graces are faith, hope, 
and love, but the greatest of these is 
love. 

Occasionally the notion is that the 
Spiritual Life Committee is the upper 
room of the church. Though seldom 
verbalized, sometimes the inference 
is that those who serve are more 
spiritual. Nothing is further from the 
truth. It takes the same dedication 
and spirituality to serve all the posi­
tions in a church. The Spiritual Life 
Committee differs only in job de­
scription. 

Many years ago Daniel Poling was 
asked concerning the most impor­
tant task within the church. He wise­
ly responded, "your job." God has 
no favorites. He chooses to bless 
and use whosoever. And we grow 
better as we learn to serve. 

We should each find that task we 
enjoy. When we do, we each can so 
serve with the assurance we are do­
ing God's greatest work. 

Victorious Christianity 
What is the secret to a victorious 
Christian life? Each of us is ex­
periencing, or has experienced 
"roller-coaster" Christianity, which 
implies an up-and-down faith, having 
no consistency. The Bible does offer 
clues in the Old Testament through 
the lives of kings like Hezekiah and 
Josiah. The first clue is a wholely 
submitted life: 

"And he did right in the sight of 
the Lord, according to all that his 
father David had done. He removed 
the high places and broke down the 
sacred pillars and cut down the 
Asherah. He also broke in pieces 
the bronze serpent that Moses had 
made, for until those days the sons 
of Israel burned incense to it, and it 
was called Nehushtan. He trusted in 
the Lord, the God of Israel; so that 
after him there was none like him 
among all the kings of Judah, nor 
among those who were before him." 
(2 Kings 18:3-5 NASB) 

The high places are where the 
Jews worshiped idols, so when 
Hezekiah destroyed them their focus 
could totally be on God. Our idols in 
modern life are different, yet we 
allow distractions that keep us from 
following the admonition in Matthew 
6:33 of seeking God first. 

So if we remove sins and activities 
that keep us from seeking God, then 
we can better focus on Him. The sec­
ond clue is the Word of God. These 
men followed God's Word. Second 
Kings records about Hezekiah: 

"For he clung to the Lord; he did 
not depart from following Hirn, but 
kept His commandments, which the 
Lord had commanded Moses." (2 
Kings 18:6) 

Second Kings further records a 
proper reaction to the Word. Josiah 
allowed it to change his life. Upon 
first hearing it he realized his own 
sin, and Judah's: 

"And it came about when the king 
heard the words of the book of the 
law, that he tore his clothes." 

"And the king stood by the pillar 
and made a covenant before the 
Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to 
keep His commandments and His 
testimonies and His statutes with all 
his heart and all his soul, to carry out 
the words of this covenant that were 
written in this book. And all the peo­
ple entered into the covenant." (2 
Kings 22:11; 23:3) 

So two aspects of victorious 
Christianity are total submission to 
God, and God's Word. Of course 
more is involved, but these are ways 
to begin. 

Joshua 1:8 offers this valuable 
thought: 

"This book of the law shall not 
depart from your mouth, but you 
shall meditate on it day and night, so 
that you may be careful to do accord­
ing to all that is written in it; for then 

you will make your way prosperous, 
and then you will have success." 

These next few months take time 
to read through First and Second 
Kings and Chronicles. Note the high 
and low points of the various kings, 
seeing what they teach you about 
successful living for God. 

Disaster Service 
Plans Auction 

-Mike Henley 

Though new to the life of our yearly 
meeting, the Friends Disaster Ser­
vice has grown in projects ac­
complished and the number of 
volunteers involved. Likewise the 
number of testimonies from those 
helping relieve misery and those be­
ing helped are increasing. The FDS 
was inspired by a similar organiza­
tion run by the Mennonites for many 
years. Now Dean Johnson, director 
of the Friends Disaster Service, and 
other leaders hope to follow the 
Mennonite example again and raise 
funds for disaster relief through the 
auction of handcrafted products. 

The Northern and Northeastern 
Ohio Districts will jointly sponsor 
the auction to be held September 16, 
1978, at the Talmadge fairgrounds in 
Summit County. For several weeks 
FDS representatives have been visit­
ing churches in these districts ex­
plaining the project and challenging 
Friends to consider what they might 
donate to the auction. 

Already many quilts are promised 
as well as afghans and other items 
of needlework. Other Friends plan 
to donate clocks, doll houses, art 
work, hooked rugs, candles, etc. 
Many Friends are already working on 
projects they plan to give. Two 
farmers are fattening a hog that will 
provide sausage to go along with 
pancakes that will be served. 

An auctioneer from one of our 
Friends churches has volunteered 
his services for the day. Bob Wells 
("Hoolihan" of Cleveland television 
fame) will be at the auction to gener­
ate interest and enthusiasm. The 
Singing Nicholsons, Quaker musi­
cians of Indiana, will be present to 
minister in song. 

Through it all the FDS hopes to 
minister to the crowd gathered for 
the auction, to raise awareness of 
the work of Christian disaster aid, 



and ·to raise several thousand dol­
lars. Half the money received will be 
used in the work of the FDS and the 
other half will be given to the World 
Relief Commission of the NAE for 
use in overseas relief. 

Richard Chambers 
Dr. Richard V. Chambers, 57, of Can­
ton, Ohio, and Malone College 's 
vice-president for academic affairs, 
was shot and killed February 21 in 
Cleveland. He and his wife Eleanor 
were returning from the Cleveland 
Clinic when two men approached 
their car from a bus shelter. 

Services for Dr. Chambers were 
held February 25 in the Christ United 
Presbyterian Church in Canton with 
burial in Damascus. Douglas Patton 
and John P. Smith of the church and 
Dr. Lon D. Randall presided. 

Dr. Chambers is survived by his 
wife Eleanor, his mother, Margaret 
Chambers of Damascus, a brother 
Curt of Englewood, Ohio, and his 
sons, Stephen of Nashville, Ten­
nessee, and Stanley of University 
City, Missouri. 

A memorial scholarship fund has 
been established at the college. 

Focus on Malone 
John Sheldon Doud Eisenhower, son 
of former president Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and his wife Mamie, 
spoke on campus February 13 and 14 
as the 1978 McKinley Scholar. He 
lectured on various topics, including 
writing, the organization of the 
White House, the role of an am­
bassador, and aspects of World War 
II. The McKinley Visiting Scholar 
Program, now in its twelfth year, was 
made possible through an initial 
grant made jointly to Malone, Mount 
Union College, and Walsh College. 

Dr. Dale Ritter has been awarded a 
$1 ,500 grant from The Spectroscopy 
Society of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
The funds will be used to purchase 
much-needed equipment for Timken 
Science Hall and were given in re­
sponse to Ritter's proposal , present­
ing some of the needs of the Division 
of Science and Mathematics. 

M-1000 is a new program created by 
friends of Malone College who have 
voluntarily joined together to help 
secure the future of the college 
through the establishment of a mil­
lion dollar endowment fund. Member­
ship is open to individuals, business 
firms, or groups pledging a gift of 
$1 ,000 or more to be given within a 
four-year period. Present member­
ship totals 35 with a goal of 100 
members by June 30, 1978. 

At the winter meeting of the Board 
of Trustees, Richard D. Mountford 
was promoted to the rank of pro­
fessor of music, Robert A. Nisbet to 
associate professor of biology, and 
Jeanette R. Smith to associate pro­
fessor of elementary education. Dr. 

Mountford is in his 15th year, Dr. 
Nisbet in his 7th, and Mrs. Smith her 
13th year. A tuition, room and board 
increase was approved beginning in 
the fall of 1978. Malone still ranks 
as the third lowest in a student cost 
comparison with other colleges in 
the Christian College Consortium. A 
dormitory renovation was approved 
for the summer of 1978. 

Armin Gesswein to Speak 
at Men's Retreat in April 
Armin Gesswein will speak at the 
Men's Retreat under the theme, "In 
Quest of Renewal" to be held at Twin 
Rocks Friends Conference Center 
April 14, 15, and 16, 1978. Gesswein 
is the founder and director of the 
Ministers Revival Prayer Fellowship 
and served on the Billy Graham team 
in New York. 

Sharing the retreat program will 
be Gerald Dillon , professor of Chris­
tian ministries at Western Evangeli­
cal Seminary, and chairman of the 
Department of Missions of North­
west Yearly Meeting. 

Roger Smith, former pastor, and 
Northwest Yearly Meeting leader in 
training for evangelistic outreach, 
will teach classes in the retreat pro­
gram. 

Music will be a special part of the 
retreat under the direction of Maury 
and Margaret Rose Macy. Maury is 
minister of music for the Tri City 
Community Church in Kennewick, 
Washington. The Macys have serv­
ed in ministries with Youth for 
Christ, First Denver Friends Church, 
and as faculty members of Friends 
Bible College. Maury is an outstand­
ing trombonist who has toured na­
tionally and overseas. 

Those interested in the Men's 
Retreat should contact Russell 
Baker, Friendsview Manor, Newberg, 
Oregon 97132. Cost for the weekend 
is $13.75 and furnish your own bed­
ding. A freewill offering will be 
taken also. 

Superintendent's Column 
Last fall the Executive Council met 
for a planning retreat in answer to 
expressed concerns regarding the 
basic goals of Northwest Yearly 
Meeting and how these goals were 
to be financed. Some boards plan 
and dream, then discover there is no 

budget to fulfill those dreams. Some 
people feel the distribution of funds 
follows a pattern based only on what 
we have always done. The Executive 
Council brainstormed , then ap­
pointed a smaller planning commit­
tee to summarize their thinking. This 
committee has prepared a paper to 
present to the Yearly Meeting that 
contains the following statement of 
basic purpose for Northwest Yearly 
Meeting. 

"To be Quaker evangelicals and 
center our ministries around evan­
gelism, Christian maturity, and 
social action. 'To turn people from 
darkness to light that they might 
receive Jesus Christ ... to direct 
people to the Spirit that gave forth 
the Scriptures, by which they might 
be led into all Truth ... .' (George 
Fox Journal , p. 34)" 

The planning committee lists the 
following general purposes: 

"As part of the church which 
Christ is building on earth, we pur­
pose: 

" 1. To love the Lord our God with 
all our hearts, souls, minds, and 
strength, and our neighbors as 
ourselves. 

"2. To go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever 
Christ has commanded. 

"3. To be a fellowship (a) where 
worship is experienced , which glori­
fies God; (b) people-centered, not 
program-centered; (c) with a strong 
desire to know the Bible; (d) active in 
personal prayer and prayer together; 
and (e) bringing the message of 
God's grace and love-healing, 
feeding, comforting, and exercising 
compassion. 

"4. To measure success by peo­
ple touched and reached in the love 
of Christ. 

"5. To develop and maintain a 
capable, dedicated, and Spirit-filled 
pastoral ministry. 

"6. To recognize, develop, and 
use gifts given to every member by 
the Holy Spirit for ministry within the 
fellowship and in the world. 

" 7. To actively support biblically­
based moral and ethical principles. 

"8. To bring our youth to early 
spiritual maturity. 

"9. To encourage and support a 
biblically-based peace witness. 

"10. To encourage areas of ser­
vice to meet human need. 

"11. To recognize the equality of 
all persons. 

"12. To promote stewardship of 
resources recognizing that every­
thing of value is of divine origin and 
ownership. 

" 13. To strongly affirm our Quaker 
heritage." 

The planning paper presented to 
the Council , in addition to the above 
statements of purpose, has pulled 
together (I think for the first time) all 
the major policies that affect us all 
in the Yearly Meeting. Then it has 
listed assumptions by whi-ch we 
operate and plan the Yearly Meeting 
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work and then, based on an analysis 
of the past five years, has made 
membership, attendance, and Great 
Commission Budget projections for 
the next three years. Next month I 
will discuss other features of the 
paper. -Norval Hadley 

Coming Soon 
. . . Men's Retreat " In Quest of 
Renewal," Twin Rocks, April 14-16. 
Main speaker Armin·Gesswein, also 
Gerald Dillon and Roger Smith. 
Music by Maury and Margaret Macy. 

Hayden Lake, Idaho­
Church Growth in Action! 
Hayden Lake Friends Church is 
located in northern Idaho 4 miles 
north of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, about 
35 miles east of Spokane, Washing­
ton, and 100 miles south of the Cana­
dian border. 

The area abounds with beauty 
with lots of lakes, streams, and 
timbered mountains. In the past five 
years people have increasingly chos­
en this area for their homes and this 
trend is predicted to continue for a 
number of years. 

The Friends began in this com­
munity in the 1940s and the growth 
has been steady since. The unique 
fact is that the church has grown 
more rapidly than the community. At 
present the church is ministering to 
350-400 people. 

Facilities have been utilized in 
every possible way to meet the ex­
panding church. Seven years ago a 
new parsonage was built and the old 
one was remodeled into a preschool 
department for Sundays and kinder­
garten classes during the week. Four 
years ago Sunday school classes 
began meeting in nearby homes and 
as the church has grown, more 
homes have been used to accom­
modate classes; at present one 
home is a mile from the church. 
Recently the pastor purchased his 
own home and the parsonage is now 
used for six Sunday school classes, 
and during the week it is used for 
other church functions. 

Two years ago a second Sunday 
morning worship service was added 
and at present both services are fill­
ed to capacity. Five acres of prop­
erty have been purchased (and paid 
for), and blueprints are completed 
for a new church building. The esti­
mate for the complete unit is about 
$500,000 and the church is in the pro­
cess of raising the funds to finance 
the construction of the needed build­
ing. 

The church budget includes two 
full-time pastors and up to $1 ,000 a 
month to help pay salaries and ex­
penses for a new neighbor church 
getting started (Post Falls, Idaho). 
Present church offerings, per month , 
are running about $2,500 to $3,500 
over and above the budgeted month­
ly expenses. Several banks have 
been contacted, but at the present 
time, none has agreed to make a 
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loan. Hayden Lake Friends is engag­
ed in a bond sales program to get the 
financing needed to begin construc­
tion on the new church. A number of 
people give time weekly to review 
and coordinate the bond sales pro­
gram. 

It is obvious that the enthusiasm 
and joy of the church people are con­
tagious to the growing community. 
The church has consistently put 
church growth principles to work­
namely, finding needs and filling 
those needs through the risen Lord, 
loving, sharing, and giving of 
themselves. God is working at 
Hayden Lake Friends, and they re­
quest the prayer support of North­
west Yearly Meeting that they will be 
faithful in the ministry to which He 
has called them, that they will follow 
God's leading in every decision, and 
that their service ministry will con­
tinue to grow as people move into 
this beautiful area of the Northwest. 

Margaret Peterson 
Publishes Book of 
Prose Poetry 
Margaret Peterson has written a 
book of prose poetry entitled On the 
Wings of the Wind taken from 
Samuel 22:11, "And he rode upon a 
cherub, and did fly: and he was seen 
upon the wings of the wind." 

Many of the poems are autobio­
graphical, based on Margaret's ex­
periences as a wife, mother, and 
grandmother. She is a member of 
the Boise Friends Church, having 
transferred from Star Friends 
Church in 1936. 

The book is now in bookstores in 
Boise, Caldwell, and Nampa. 

George Fox College 
The final $100,000 for the completion 
of George Fox's new fine arts center 
has been given by the Kresge Foun­
dation of Troy, Michigan. The grant 
was earned through completion of a 
capital fund drive for $1.3 million to 
construct the Milo C. Ross Fine Arts 
Center, currently under construction. 
The new 24,000-square-foot fine arts 
center was officially started with 
ground-breaking ceremonies Decem­
ber 3. Completion is scheduled for 
August 15. The new facility is a 
"recycling" of the college's former 
Hester Gymnasium, vacated last 
summer with the opening of the new 
$2.4 million Coleman Wheeler 
Sports Center. The building will con­
tain classrooms, music listening 
rooms, band and choral rooms, 
music studios, practice rooms, and 
faculty offices. 

Pledges of more than $3,000 have 
been made by George Fox students 
to support fellow students as mis­
sionaries in projects around the 
world this summer through Faith 
Promise commitments. Twenty-one 
students have applied for short-term 
summer missionary assignments, 
according to Chaplain Ronald 
Crecelius. The supportive pledges 

came at the and of the annual "Mis­
sions Awareness" week on campus, 
which featured George Fox mis­
sionary alumni and other missions 
representatives. Theme for the week 
was "Scrumdendo," a combination 
of Japanese and British words mean­
ing arm-in-arm evangelism. 

George Fox College has become 
the first western college to be ad­
mitted to Sigma Zeta, a national 
science honorary society with 
membership primarily of small col­
leges. Sigma Zeta publishes re­
search papers of undergraduate 

members and holds a national con­
vention each spring. There are 40 
chapters now recognized and mem­
bership is by invitation. 

The future of George Fox College 
through the 1980s and to the year 
2000 was discussed and planned in a 
three-day retreat recently held on the 
Oregon cbast involving more than 75 
percent of the 52-member Board of 
Trustees. The board discussed pur­
poses and mission of the 87-year-old 
college, considered educational 
policies, and studied physical and 
fiscal operations. 

FRIENDS GATHER 

ALLIANCE, Ohio 
A recent "Pack the Church" Sun­

day boosted our attendance to 370 -­
for the day. Special guests were 
Larry and Kathy Willett of North 
Carolina, who sing, play guitar and 
piano. They were very much ap­
preciated as they ministered, and 
God blessed our meetings with vic­
tories around the altar. 

For each month that has five Sun­
days, the fifth one is designated as 
"Youth Night" with the senior high 
group in charge of the evening ser­
vice. In January Mike Jones presid­
ed. Several musical numbers by the 
youth were provided. Treva Jorney 
and Steve Szeiff played a violin duet, 
accompanied by Steve Adams. Neil 
Garra and Mike Jones played the 
mandolin and guitar. Linda Drago­
mir and Nancy Adams sang a duet. 
The youth choir also sang a number 
with a duet by David Moore and Bill 
Kilpatrick. Jerry Virden of the youth 
group brought the message. We are 
so thankful for a good group of 
dedicated young people. Recently 
they have raised money far above 
their pledge, so they have been giv­
ing it away. One hundred dollars 
went to Dave and Cindy Aufrance in 
Hong Kong, another hundred went to 
the Junior FY, and fifty dollars to the 
bus fund. What an example for us 
all! 

BOISE, Idaho 
A 16-voice ensemble presented a 

special musical concert Christmas 
morning, prior to our pastor's 
Christmas message. The evening 
service was dismissed for home 
family times. 

Eleven of our young people attend­
ed Midwinter convention at Twin 
Rocks, Oregon. The theme was, 
"The World Turned Upside Down." 
Some of the subjects discussed 

were "Accepting Me as God Sees 
Me," "Sharing Me as God Knows 
Me," and "Facing Decisions." A 
report was given during the Sunday 
evening service January 15. Several 
of our youth related a rich ex­
perience and a renewed desire to 
mirror Christ. 

Our church had a candlelight ser­
vice New Year's night. It was a 
share-and-care time, which showed 
us that all about us lies the un­
redeemed wealth of another's need 
of us, and the privilege we have of 
being co-workers with God. 

Our pastor led a class entitled 
"The Family of Friends" Sunday eve­
nings, at five o'clock, during the 
month of January. The class was 
about the history and beliefs of our 
church. 

Seventeen couples from our 
church attended a Friends Marriage 
Encounter held the weekend of Janu­
ary 28. They reported the meeting 
worthwhile and rewarding. 

Our junior choir, Kids of the 
Kingdom, presented a musical, "I 
Can't Be Waiting," Sunday evening, 
February 5. It was superbly done, 
portraying a real message. 

CENTER, Colorado 
In recent weeks our church has 

discovered more and more about 
what serious Christianity means. 
Our Lord felt people were of first im­
portance and oriented His entire 
ministry on earth toward people. 
Center Friends is now orienting our 
priorities this same way. We are 
resuming home visitation within our 
community, and beginning a church 
newsletter to help inspire our 
members and turn their thoughts to 
God. 

On Sunday evenings we are con­
tinuing joint vesper services with a 
local Baptist church. The meetings 

are inspirational, and we enjoy the 
widened fellowship they encourage. 

A nursing home ministry in Monte 
Vista, Colorado, continues, and we 
are thankful for the opportunity to 
tell about Jesus Christ. 

We thank each of you for any 
prayers, and ask that you would pray 
1 Timothy 1:5 for our church: "But 
the goal of our instruction is love 
from a pure heart, and a good con­
science and a sincere faith." 

DENVER, Colorado 
Training classes for a new 

evangelism visitation group have 
begun. This is a vital ministry of our 
church and we are glad to have 
another group being trained for the 
work. 

There were approximately 50 men 
and boys in our church parlor on 
Saturday, January 14, for a father-son 
breakfast. The Friends Bible College 
basketball team presented the 
program for the morning, and the men 
enjoyed themselves. 

Twenty senior high and college 
students from Denver spent four 
exciting days at Quaker Ridge for 
Midwinter camp in late December. 
This is always the highlight of the 
camping year for our young people, 
and a valuable source of fellowship. 

Our preschool and day care center 
has added many new children since 
September. We are now at capacity 
and have a waiting list of children to 
be admitted as soon as our license 
can be increased. 

God's grace be with you all, and 
God bless! 

EAST GOSHEN, Beloit, Ohio 
Larry and Kathy Willett from North 

Carolina shared their faith in Christ 
with us by presenting a sacred musi­
cal concert during an evening ser­
vice. They are affiliated with the 
Spring Garden Friends Meeting in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, and are 
ministering in many Eastern Region 
Friends churches. Following the 
concert the Progressive Class host­
ed a family night gathering. 

GLEN ELDER, Kansas 
Missions interest has been ex· 

pressed in different ways at Glen 
Elder. In October, our pastors, 
Robert and Mary Beth Winters, Harry 
and Pat Harrison, Viola Weeks, and 
13 young people traveled to Kicka­
poo Friends Indian Center for a Mis­
sions Work Retreat. They expressed 
the desire to go again. 

Our WMU met in the Midwest 
Nursing Home in December, honor­
ing Lulu Casey, 91, one of our 
longtime faithful members. 

A special "missions highlight" 
has been having Reta Stuart with us 
much of last summer and fall. She 
has spoken in our church, our WMU, 
and various meetings in the area. 
Our prayers go with her as she 
assumes her duties as administra· 
tive assistant to Dr. Robert Hess of 
the EFM. Our Christmas "White 
Gift" offering brought $334, which 



was shared with home and foreign 
missions. 

Other highlights were our Sunday 
school day, with 23 guests present; 
our Thanksgiving supper, with a food 
shower for our pastors; and our 
Christmas cantata, involving adults 
and children . 

A gift to our church was an out­
door public address system for play­
ing religious music, as a m_emorial to 
the late Irvin Stuart (Reta's father). 

Once a month after the evening 
service an announcement is made 
that the young people will go to a 
"destination unknown." They are 
then taken to the home of an elderly 
couple where a lunch is served and a 
time of fe l lowship enjoyed. 

Three Bible study and prayer 
groups, consisting of ladies of dif· 
ferent faiths , continue to meet each 
week. Interest is good and prayers 
are being answered . 

GREENLEAF, Idaho 
The Academy sale on February 11 

grossed over $12,000. Merlin Glanz­
man was chairman of activities. 
Carol Hibbs was vice-chairman, 
making him chairman for next year. 

Robert Hess, veteran missionary 
from India and part-time professor at 
Malone College as well as the Evan­
gelical Friends Missions administra­
tor, and Duane Comfort, on furlough 
from Juli, Peru , were special speak­
ers during the mission conference 
on March 12, 15, 17-19. 

GRINNELL, Iowa 
Guest speakers at our Missionary 

Conference were students from 
Africa, Indonesia , Taiwan , and 
Brazil. These students all attend 
Vennard College at University Park, 
Iowa. 

Professor Herbert Anderson of 
Vennard College directed a cantata 
with the Christ Life Singers. It was 
enjoyed by all. 

HESPER, Eudora, Kansas 
We were challenged and inspired 

by the ministry in February of David 
and Barbara Schrag , of Rose Hill , 
who are missionaries to Papua New 
Guinea under the auspices of New 
Tribes Missions . Their work is 
among so-called " primitives " and 
there is no written language for their 
tribe. We had an excellent day of 
fellowship , with a noon meal. Pas­
tors Alden and Rolena Pitts were 
honored in the evening with an anni­
versary cake marking their 45th year 
of married life. They began as stu­
dent ministers in September 1933. 

The pastor has met with the young 
people on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 
for over a year. They have studied 
How We Got Our Bible, Friends His­
tory and Teachings, the books of 
Genesis and Exodus, and have prac­
ticed singing for specials for our ser­
vices. 

LAS ANIMAS, Colorado 
Christmas and the New Year 

brought open houses to Las Animas 
Friends. On December 19, 1977, our 

pastors, the Hendershotts, held 
open house for church members. It 
was a time for our church family to 
draw together and worship our King 
Jesus Christ. 

A Sunday school open house was 
held on January 29, 1978, to acquaint 
parents with our Christian education 
program and their children's teach­
ers. 

We trust 19'78 will be a good year 
for our EFA friends, one totally 
centered around Jesus Christ. God 
bless! 

MERIDIAN, Idaho 
"This Is Your Life," Meridian 

Friends Church! That was the theme 
chosen as we celebrated our 15th an­
niversary on February 19. Activities 
for the day started with a fellowship 
hour of coffee and donuts before 
Sunday school. Dorwin Smith, the 
first pastor, presented the message 
at the morning service. " God wants 
us to have a spiritual mission t'o 
neighbors and friends," he said. " In 
order to be a minister to others we 
must be filled with the Spirit and 
power of Jesus Christ." 

We had a fellowship dinner at 
noon with fried chicken and trim­
mings. Beula Marks made and 
decorated the anniversary cake. Out­
of-town people who participated in 
the program during the afternoon 
service included Walter P. Lee and 
Dorwin Smith. Members of the con­
gregation spoke on various topics in­
cluding "Birth of a Dream," "A Place 
for the Church," "In Search of a 
Pastor, " " Continuing to Dream and 
Build," "Youth Help Build the 
Dream. " Our Vietnamese, Hoa 
Dong, spoke on "A Home in the New 
Land ." Special musical presenta­
tions were from the Brass Ensemble, 
the Ladies Sextet, and Sounds of 
Friends. 

Greenleaf Friends Academy Choir, 
directed by Gene Pumphrey, present­
ed a concert during morning worship 
on February 26. We received such a 
spiritual blessing from these dedi ­
cated young people. 

Walter Lang, executive director of 
Bible Science Association at Cald­
well , spoke during Evening Family 
Hour on January 15. 

January 29 an all -church potluck 
dinner was held with a business 
meeting following to discuss 
building plans for our church . 

Friends Youth have been pre­
siding over our evening worship hour 
one night a month. It is truly one of 
the many times we receive special 
blessing from our youth. 

NORTH VALLEY 
Newberg, Oregon 

The adult Christmas musicale, " I 
Believe He's the Son of God," and 
the children 's musicale, " Kids of the 
Kingdom," were presented on De­
cember 18, 1977. Louise Sperling 
was the director of both choirs. 

The Outreach Committee planned 
a New Year's Eve watchnight party 
in the church fellowship hall. After a 
time of games, food , and fellowship, 

we gathered around the piano for a 
time of singing , sharing, and prais­
ing the Lord for 1977. 

Five of our junior high youth plus 
the sponsor, Marilyn Thomas, at­
tended the Junior High Jamboree, 
January 27-29, at Twin Rocks. 

In January a men 's prayer break­
fast began at Pastor Knox 's home. 
With the enthusiasm from the men 
of the breakfast, it has been moved 
to the church fellowship hall. The 
men have had a wonderful time of 
fellowship and sharing of God's love 
in their lives. 

A series of special meetings was 
held at North Valley March 5-12 with 
singer-evangelist Wayne Piersall 
and his wife Willa, of Hayden Lake, 
Idaho. These were a real inspiration 
and blessing to our church. 

ORANGE ROAD 
Westerville, Ohio 
The Orange Friends Church hosted 
the Central Ohio District " Deeper 
Life" conference at the church. Ser­
vices were held each evening at 
Orange and morning sessions were 
held at other churches in the 
District. 

Theodore Williams, of India, was 
the missionary guest speaker. Those 
who attended received many bless­
ings from his messages. 

On December 18 the church choir 
presented their Christmas cantata, 
King of Kings, and on the following 
Tuesday, December 20, performed 
the same on Delaware Cable TV at 
8:00 p.m. Pastor Rendel Cosand 
also spoke on TV during the choir 's 
intermission and after the choir 
finished. The name of the program 
was "Sharing Time." 

RAMONA, Oklahoma 
Ramona Friends announces the 

dedication of their new church April 
9, 1978. John Robinson will be the 
speaker, and all former pastors will 
be given an opportunity to share in 
the 2:30 service, following the noon 
meal. All are cordially invited to 
come worship and fellowship with 
us on this special day. Picture 
plates of the old church will be 
available. 

Former pastor, Clare Willcuts, will 
begin revival services here the Mon­
day following dedication . 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE, Ohio 
During this month our church has 

had a physical fitness program on 
Friday evenings . We have time to 
spend together doing activities such 
as swimming , exercising, playing 
volleyball , basketball , and children 's 
games. 

Seven of our youth (all guys) have 
indicated their desire to participate 
in the Summer Ministry this year. 
They are Roger Clark, Mike Eaton, 
Todd Dallanegra, Bill Krebs, Kent 
Morgan, Doug Ickes , and Dave 
Schimmel. 

Larry and Kathy Willett of North 
Carolina were with us last month for a 
potluck supper, children's , youth, and 
adult groups, and a musical concert. 
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All the churches in our district were 
extended an invitation to participate 
in this time of fellowship. 

SALEM, Ohio 
The first issue of our new church 

newsletter, appropriately entitled 
"The Visiting Friend," arrived for 
January. It will be published monthly 
and has a threefold purpose: to 
communicate information about 
opportunities for worship, study, 
service and fellowship through our 
church; to help members of our large 
church family get to know one another 
better; and to minister through the 
written Word . 

On Sunday evening the annual 
Salem Christian Unity Service was 
held at our church. Churches of 

. various denominations in the com­
munity were represented. The 
message "Christianity in Crisis" 
was delivered by Rev. Fr. Blaine 
Pierce of the St. Paul Church. We 
were challenged to involve ourselves 
more in the world around us to com­
bat injustice and immorality. 

SMITHFIELD, Ohio 
January brought a bountiful sup­

ply of snow, low temperatures and 
blowing winds. Despite the harsh 
weathet attendance was very good 
at the Smithfield Evangelica l 
Friends Church for three Sundays, 
and many worthwhile projects and 
services were held without post­
ponement. 

A special candlelight worship and 
communion service was held at a 
midweek service and the local 
Friends Disaster Service made plans 
to sponsor a charity bazaar booth at 
a nearby mall to earn funds for the 
Disaster Service. 

SOUTHEAS~Sa~m,Oh~ 
Ladies ' Night was held recently 

with the men of the church doing the 
cooking and serving. A good time of 
fellowship was experienced by both 
groups. 

The Friends Youth from Barberton 
held a weekend retreat at our church. 
Discussions were held by the young 
folks under the supervision of Pastor 
and Mrs. Lynn Shreve and Marilyn 
Slagle. Also participating in the 
discussions were Mike and Debbie 
Ward, sponsors from the Barberton 
church. Their theme was "Time Is 
Running Out. " On Saturday evening 
a time of recreation was held at the 
Y.M.C.A. in Alliance, Ohio. On Sun­
day the youth shared in the Sunday 
morning worship service with sing­
ing, sharing, and testimonies. The 
weekend retreat ended with a 
covered dish dinner at the church 
following the morning worship ser­
vice. 

SPRINGDALE, Adena, Ohio 
The beginning of the year also saw 

the beginning of a new youth pro­
gram in our church in order to reach 
more young people in our area. Our 
youth have been divided into three 
groups ranging from age three 
through the teens. 
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" Up and Out" meetings have been 
started recently at the parsonage. 
These meetings include a Bible 
study, singing, and a time of sharing. 

STANWOOD, Mclouth, Kansas 
"O give thanks unto the Lord; for 

he is good: for his mercy endureth 
forever." Psalm 136:1 

As we review the past year we are 
thankful for six new babies who have 
come to bless the homes of mem­
bers; the regained health of our 
pastor, Fred Leimkuhler, after two 
major surgeries last summer; the im­
proving health of Martha Leimkuhler, 
who is still under the doctor's care; 
for our new addition to the sanctu­
ary, which includes restrooms and a 
nursery; and a new roof on the 
meetinghouse. 

A new piano was dedicated as a 
memorial to three members, Delbert 
Lobb, Olive Jones, and Leo Ryan. 
Other memorial funds have been used 
for two lecture series this year. Errol 
and Evelyn Elliott held three services 
about Quakers on the American Fron· 
tier in May. Everett and Catherine 
Cattell shared from their rich lives in 
three services in October. Much 
spiritual growth is evident as a result 
of these fine Quaker lectures. 

A social concern has developed 
into a prison ministry by the men of 
the meeting. The American Indian 
Culture Group invited Fred and 
Martha Leimkuhler to the Indian Pow 
Wow at Kansas State Penitentiary in 
December. The families of two Ameri­
can Indian prisoners were adopted for 
Christmas. The meeting hopes to 
expand the ministry to the families of 
other cultures. Fred and Mame Mes­
singer took clothing and a contribu­
tion to Wyandotte Indian Center in 
Oklahoma, also in December. 

Nancy and David Schultz commit· 
ted their five-year-old daughter 
Shelly to the Lord as she faced 12 
hours of open heart surgery, but she 
was returned to them, and they are 
praising the Lord . A food and craft 
sale was held to benefit the Schultz 
family. 

WESTGATE, Columbus, Ohio 
January 22, 1978, was a day of re­

joicing at Westgate! A debt retire­
ment drive, begun last year as a 
result of our "year of jubilee," 
culminated in the burning of one of 
our two mortgages. We praise the 
Lord for this blessing and look for­
ward to the retirement of our other 
mortgage as the Lord provides. 

In March we began having silent 
meetings during the hour preceding 
Sunday school once a month. This 
has been a new experience for most 
of us, but seems to be working quite 
well. 

WILLOWCREEK 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Our pastor, Fred Jones, recently 
was honored by being selected for 
the Marquis Who's Who Publication 
Board . He is listed under Who 's 
Who in Religion , Second Edition, for 
having demonstrated outstanding 

achievements in his own field of en­
deavor and contributing to the bet­
terment of contemporary society. 

Sunday school has offered other 
activities for our children in addition 
to the Sunday Bible classes. At 
Halloween the children enjoyed a 
costume party, with prizes for the 
best costumes; and the department 
presented a Christmas program, 
with the nativity as its theme. 

We were blest by a presentation 
by Fred and Anna Warnken and Fred 
and Martha Leimkuhler concerning 
their prison ministries. As a result of 
this sharing time several men in our 
church will be visiting inmates at the 
Lansing prison. Fellowship times 
with our con·gregation have included 
attending Northeast Area Rally at 
Emporia, Thanksgiving dinner to­
gether, caroling at Christmas time, 
and a New Year's Eve watch party. 

We are grateful for assistance 
from the Yearly Meeting Pastoral 
Support program, but thankful that 
each year we are able to assume a 
greater portion of this responsibility. 

WYANDOTTE, Oklahoma 
Greetings from the Wyandotte 

Friends Center! We want to express 
our thanks and appreciation for the 
way you shared i_n making Christmas 
a time of blessing for the Indian 
children here. We feel the times with 
the children were constructive times, 
building Christian concepts and 
morals that make the person whole. 

We are glad for the installation of 
a double sink brought as a gift from 
a meeting in Indianapolis. We have 
shared in chapel services at Seneca 
Indian School , with an Indian family 
at the loss of a loved one, and with 
members of our congregation who 
were facing surgery. 

One lady, not a member, recently 
testified that she was a " Christian 
under construction." 

· February saw the election of SES 
Campus Ministry Board, and in 
March we hosted the Indian Commit· 
tee and Workers' Field Council 
Meeting. 

Pl_ease remember us in your 
prayers. 

FRIENDS RECORD 

BIRTHS 
BERTSCH-To Andy and Cynthia Bertsch, 
a son, Cameron Andrew, November 11 , 
1977, Denver, Colorado. 

BETHEL-A son , Brian Lynn, to Gary and 
Cathy Bethel, December 28, 1977, St. 
Clairsville, Ohio. 

BROWN-To Terrell and Janeen Brown, a 
son, Jeffery Terrell, December 3, 1977, 
Friendswood, Texas. 

DENTLER-To Richard and Beth Dentler, 
a daughter, Lindsay Ann , September 8, 
1977, Canton, Ohio. 

DILLON - A son, Justin LeRoy, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Rich Dillon, January 17, 1978, Grin­
nell , Iowa. 

EDMONDS-To Jay Dee and Terri Ed­
monds of Stanwood Friends, Mclouth, 
Kansas, a son, Jeremy Jacob, November 
14, 1977. 

ENDRIGUEZ-A daughter to Alicia and 
Alfonso Endriguez, December 9, 1977, 
Booker, Texas. 

FARNSWORTH-To Michael and Elaine 
Farnsworth , a girl , Andrea Christine, 
January 16, 1978, Burl ington, Colorado. 

GEARRING-A son, Braden Joseph, to 
Dan and Vickey Gearring , January 14, 
1978, Boise, Idaho. 

GEHRIG-A daughter, Tiffany Rae, to 
Leon and Patti Gehrig, October 7, 1977, 
Canton , Ohio. 

GREEN-A son, Jeremy Michael, to Don 
and Ellie Green, November 2, 1977, Colum­
bus, Ohio. 

GURLEY-A daughter, Yvonne Maria, to 
Thomas and Jayne Gurley , December 10, 
1977, Canton , Ohio. 

HARRIS-To David and Nancy Harris of 
Greenleaf Friends , Idaho, a daughter, 
Kami Renee, December 9, 1977, Neunkir· 
chen, Germany. 

JANTZ-To Jeanne and Jerry Jantz of 
Stanwood Friends, Mclouth, Kansas, a 
girl, Melissa Kay, June 18, 1977. 

KING-A son, Daniel Jacob, to Wally and 
Tami King, December 20, 1977, Columbus, 
Ohio. 

LUTHYE-A daughter, Jul ie Kay, to Jim 
and Carolyn (Mullen) Luthye, January 11 , 
1978, Newkirk, Oklahoma. 

MARTIN-A son, Matthew Wayne, by 
adoption , to Dennis and Diane Martin of 
Tacoma, Washington , November 9, 1977. 

MILLER-A son, Kyle, August 17, 1977, to 
Kenneth and Diane Miller, Canton, Ohio. 

NINE-A daughter, Camelia Arlene, to 
Gordon and Sharon Nine, December 6, 
1977, Boise, Idaho. 

PAUL-A son , Luke Anthony, to Lynn and 
Jerome Paul of Stanwood Friends, Leaven· 
worth , Kansas , September 18, 1977. 

PENROSE-A son, Shawn Richard , to 
John and Betty Jean Penrose, Rose Hill , 
Kansas , December 18, 1977. 

PURSLEY-To Gary and Ida Pursley, a 
daughter, Ericka Lee, November 22, 1977, 
Hill sboro, Oregon. 

SEES-A daughter Amy to Robert and 
Bonnie Sees, June 25, 1977, Canton , Ohio. 

SMITH-A son , Shawn Michael , to Mr. and 
Mrs. Mike Smith , October 9, 1977, Spring· 
dale, Kansas. 

WEAVER-A son, Paul lroncloud, by adop­
tion , to Richard and Cheri Weaver, Decem· 
ber 1977, Canton , Ohio. 

WINES-A daughter, Misty Dawn, to Bill 
and Lori Wines, January 20, 1978, St. 
Clairsville, Ohio. 

MARRIAGES 
DEGENKOLB·TUNING. Renee Degenkolb 
and Kermit Tuning of Greenleaf, Idaho, 
November 24, 1977, Norman, Oklahoma. 

GILBEY-LANDIS. Sue Gilbey and Roger 
Landis, Canton First Friends, Ohio, De· 
cember 1977. 

HACKWORTH -SMI TH . Jeanne Marie 
Hackworth and Brian Lee Smith, Decem· 
ber 17, 1977, United Methodist Church, 
McMinnville, Oregon. 

HATLEY-HINSHAW. Kelley Hatley and 
Gary Hinshaw, August 5, 1977, Emporia, 
Kansas. 

NISSEN-HACKWORTH. Christine Diane 
Nissen and Dan Hackworth, January 27, 
1978, Free Methodist Church, Newberg, 
Oregon. 

RAYMOND-MILLER. Betty Raymond and 
Greg Miller, First Denver Friends, January 
6, 1978. 

THOMAS-SCHEPPAN . Debbie Thomas 
and Robert Scheppan, January 21, 1978, 
Canton First Friends, Ohio . 

WINSTON-STEWARDSON . Landy Win· 
ston and Hardy Stewardson, December 17, 
1977, Friendswood, Texas. 

DEATHS 
CASADO-Miguel J . Casado , 75, 
December 8, 1977, Wichita , Kansas. 

DENNIS-Elbert Dennis, 89, January 28, 
1978, St. John, Kansas. 

DRAGOMIR-Jean Dragomir, 55, January 
5, 1978, Alliance, Ohio. 

ELLIS-James Knowlton Ellis, 63, of Stan· 
wood Friends, November 20, 1977, 
Mclouth, Kansas. 

HILL-Margaret (Mrs. Gurney) Hill , 92, of 
Hesper Friends, Eudora, Kansas , January 
29, 1978, in El Monte, California. 

KEY-Lois (Mrs. Roy) Key, January 21, 
1978, Alba, Missouri. 

KINSER-Blanche Kinser of Bethel 
Friends, Hugoton, Kansas , December 3, 
1977. 

La VEUI-Kenneth La Veui , 49, of Stan· 
wood Friends, Mclouth, Kansas, in a truck 
accident December 20, 1977. 

LINK-Charles Henry Link, 87, November 
26, 1977, Seiling, Oklahoma. 

McN ICHOLS-Mabel V. McNichols, 81 , 
January 27, 1978, Pratt , Kansas . 

MITCHELL-Nuel H. Mitchell , 75, Decem­
ber 4, 1977, Liberal, Kansas . 

MORFORD-Cora Morford, December 3, 
1977, Bethel Friends, Hugoton, Kansas . 

NIELSEN-Martin Nielsen, October 14, 
1977, Emporia, Kansas . 

PRUITI -Elizabeth Pruitt , 86, January 20, 
1978, Greenleaf, Idaho. 

RANDALL-Carrie Randall , 82, January 6, 
1978, Urbana, Ohio. 

ROSS-John A. Ross, 88, January 19, 1978, 
Wichita, Kansas. 

THORNBURG-Leroy Thornburg , 95 , 
February 8, 1978, Oklahoma City, Okla­
homa. 

TOWERY-Wilma Towery , January 23, 
1978, Independence, Kansas . 

TURMAN-Mildred Rose Turman , 53, May 
27, 1977, Northshore, Houston , Texas. 



(Continued from page 4) 
don't try to cover up the truth or the shame 
of it. And the rest of us-we can learn 
from the astonishment of the disciples 
perhaps. Jesus accepted this woman, this 
Samaritan woman, this divorced woman, 
this five-times divorced woman, and they 
couldn't believe it! Nor can many Chris­
tians today. Jesus became angry, remem­
ber, at those ready to throw stones, and ex­
posed their own sin. 

EVERY DIVORCE IS DIFFERENT 

Finally, Jesus' teaching about divorce 
in Matthew 19 has this concluding exchange 
between the disciples, which I think is 
significant. I am quoting again, "His 
disciples said to him, 'If this is how it is be­
tween a man and his wife, it is better not to 
marry.' And Jesus answered, 'This teaching 
does not apply to everyone, but only to 
those to whom God has given it. For there 
are different reasons why men cannot 
marry: some, because they were born that 
way; others, because men made them that 
way; and others do not marry for the sake 
of the Kingdom of heaven. Let him who 
can accept this teaching do so." 

Doesn't this forthrightly, yet with 
understanding, include all the variables of 
human relationships of which marriage is 
one? A breakdown in our obedience, in 
our walk with God, is a root cause for all of 
our problems, including the genuine family 
disasters that we go through. Yet, divorce 
is probably one of the least understood and 
most ignored social problems of our time, 
and certainly of the church. Every divorce 
is different. Can we come to understand 
this? They are not all the same, not "a 
group" in society or the church; they are in­
dividuals. Every set of circumstances has its 
variables. So we must be compassionate at 
this point. 

God's ideal is not to be lost, nor is it to 
be used as a club. The idealism of marriage 
is to be preserved, but with discernment we 
must deal with each other when problems 
arise as we can under God's guidance. 

REGISTER NOW 
FOR THE THIRD 
GENERAL 
CONFERENCE 
OF THE 
EVANGELICAL 
FRIENDS 
ALLIANCE 
IN COOL, 
COLORFUL 
COLORADO 
AT REGIS 
COLLEGE 
IN DENVER 
JULY 12-16, 1978 

MARCH 1978 27 

CONFERENCE 
COSTS: 

Registration: 
lndividual-$10 

Family-$15 

Meals: (package price) 
Adult (12 up)-$29 

Children (6-11)-$23 
(under 6)-$19 

Rooms: (double, per day) $10, 
linens included. Floor space for 
children in rooms at $2 per child, 
with maximum charge of $14, no 
limit on number in room. Extra 
linen packets are $1. 

Trailer/camper Space (on cam­
pus) - $2. Also KOA Camp­
grounds are in the vicinity. 

Camp Quaker Ridge: 
(for youth) - $25 for Thursday 
through Sunday. Speaker-Jim 
Settle; Music-Larry Menden­
hall. Register with Paul Moser by 
May 15. Physical exam required. 
Campers transported to camp 
Thursday and returned to Denver 
on Sunday afternoon. 

PRE-REGISTRATION If possible, please facilitate planning­
pre-reg!ster by May 1, 1978 

Name 

Address ____ ,--------- City ______ , 

State ____ , _____ Zip ___ _ Church 

Registration fee enclosed Yearly Meeting _____ , 
O I would like meals and lodging at Regis College. 
O l would like meals, but not lodging, at Regis College. 
O I plan to stay with friends or relatives. 

I would like camper/trailer space at Regis College. 
O I would like information on available motels. 
O We tentatively plan to arrive by public transportation (0 bus, O train, 

plane-Flight No. } at ___ a.m. p.m. on (date}. 
O W!:J would like more information on tours in the Denver area. 

This registration ts for (number of): 

__ adults, __ children 6·11, __ children under 6. 

Youth must register by May 15 with: 
Paul Moser, Peters Rt., Sox 189, Hay Springs, NB 69347. 

MAIL THIS FORM TO: First Denver Friends Church 
4595 Eliot St., Denver, CO 80211 



In this name, 
it's people! 

Please send me an admissions handbook and 
other information. EF127 

Name 

Address 

City _ _____________ _ 

State _________ Zip ___ _ 

High School _____ Yr. Grad. ___ _ 

Send to: Director of Admissions, 
Malone College, Canton, Ohio 44709. 

Malone is person-oriented. Our students bring to cam­
pus different abilities, interests, and needs, and Malone 
is committed to developing those abilities, encouraging 
those interests, and meeting those needs. A cross­
section of today's society, Malone's students challenge 
us to offer an education that will help them meet life 
head-on. 

Our basis for being isa deep commitment to Jesus Christ 
and His teachings. And so we seek a Christian atmos­
phere that is conducive to personal, spiritual, academic, 
and social growth. 

What's in the Malone name? It's people ... in a college 
of persons. 

• e:•:e -~·-···· . ·•· . •••• ••• 

Malone College admits students of any race, color, sex, religion, and national or ethnic 
origin, and without regard to handicap. 

EVANGELICAL FRIEND 
Post Office Box 232 
Newberg, Oregon 97132 
Second class postage paid 
at Newberg, Oregon 
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