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The
Superintendent’s
Corner

By Dean Gregory
General Superintendent
Oregon Yearly Meeting

Our Part in Western
Evangelical Seminary

EPTEMBER, 1947, marked a historic
5 event here in the Pacific Northwest, the

opening of a new graduate school, the
Western School of Evangelical Religion, now
known as Western Evangelical Seminary, lo-
cated at Jennings Lodge, Oregon, a suburb
of Portland.

Thatfirst year there were several Friends
students enrolled and one of them, Mahlon
Macy, became the first graduate of the in-
stitution. Gerald Dillon now pastor of Port-
land First Friends Church was a member of
the teaching staff in those early days of the
Seminary.

Major credit goes to members of the Evan-
gelical United BrethrenChurchfortheir vision
and faith in initiating this venture. Though
the school was founded and continues to op-
erate on an interdenominational basis, this
year there are fourteen E. U. B. students,
thirteen Friends, and nine Free Methodists
besides lesser numbers of other denomina-
tional representatives. The seminary offi-
cials have held open the door for Friends
participation in the operation of the school,
and there are now four Oregon Yearly Meet-
ing Friends who serve on the Board of Trus-
tees. They are Gerald Dillon, Charles Beals,
Dr. Claude Lewis, and Paul Mills,

The increasing interest and cooperation
of other holiness denominations is giving the
school a wholesome interdenominational fla-

THE COVER

Our cover picture this month shows the interior of the
new Meridian Friends Church building in Meridian, Idaho.
Dedication ceremonies for the new structure were held
October 24. See story on page 9.

vor and Friends are becoming increasingly
aware of the great value and even the sheer
necessity for such an educational facility here
in the Pacific Northwest, where we may with
confidence sendour graduate students for in-
tensive preparation for Christian service.

Friends students who are enrolled in the
seminary this year are Glenn Armstrong,
Herbert Sargent, Bruce Hicks, Damon and
Sally Heinrich, Daniel and Linnea Stahlnecker,
Ronald Stansell, Donald Brown, David Sonn-
tag, Charles Neifert, Harold Clark, and
Alvin Wilkins.

Friends also have five people working on
the staff andfaculty at the seminary this year.
They are Kenneth and Geneva Eichenberger,
Leta Hockett, Myron Goldsmith, and Charles
Ball. The latter two are serving on a part
time basis for only a part of the year.

In the past we Friends havenot assumed a
great amount of the financial loadof thisfine
school. We need to re-assess the value of
the contribution being made by the seminary
to the great cause of the Church of Jesus
Christ in the world and to our own family of
Friends.

In addition to our burden and concern for
our Quaker educational institutions of learn-
ing here in the northwest, we have also the
privilege and needfor undergirding our sem-
inary with our fervent prayers and our gen-
erous support. °
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Editorial

A Letter to Missionaries

Z)EAR MISSIONARIES,

Well, since we are always being told to writeto our missionaries Iguess
I should. But to save time (and since you are all together down there any-
way), this letter goes to all of you. With postage costs it seems foolish
to write, '"How are you?' eight times when you can pass this around.

On second thought, it isn'"t so easy to talk to eight people at once no
matter how far away you are. They say it isn't hard to write a letter once
you get at it, but here I am at it and I still don't know how to start.

Maybe you would like to know how things are going up here. I know you
are working with the heathen, but nowadays the heathen are crowding in on
us here too. There are more of them in Oregon than in Bolivia. And some
of these are savage—a vagabond type of roaming, nervous tribes with
whom it is almost impossible to communicate the Gospel. Just when you
think they are becoming interested, they retreat to their boats or isolated
cabins until the week-end of opportunity is past. And these Oregon natives
use a most unusual type of hut. Oh, they are colorfui and they drag them
around on wheels and you wouldn't believe how hard it istogain an audience
with them as they escape tothe remote mountain wilderness. We are mak-
ing a serious study tofind a more effective method to reach these hurried,
noisy natives but to my knowledge no really successful means has been
found to penetrate this mobile barrier. Yes, one hears occasionally of a
convert here and there, usually the result of careful person to person cul-
tivation but this approach cannot possibly keep up with the population in-
crease.

Did I say noisy? I could envy you missionaries who work with a quiet,
casual community, We work with a go-go loud bunch who have sound
piped into every known habitat. Wild, weird music pounds the air waves;
it comes from hidden outlets in corners of their houses (they aren't satis-
fiedunless it hits them simultaneously from at least two sides even though
this 'stereo' effect costs them extra). Children carry sound in their pock-
ets along the road. (You are troubled with fleas, we struggle with the
Beatles.) And, frankly, Oregon Friends haven't come up with any effec-
tive way to penetrate this barrier with the Gospel either. Instead, I
strongly suspect noise and sound-tracks are reducing the number of strong
Christians faster than all our evangelistic efforts are increasingthem . .
this is especially true with the little Oregonians.

I hear your big problem is with language and communication. I know
how you feel for I have on my desk no less than six different translations
of the Scriptures each attempting to communicate better with these local
brainy heathen. It really is baffling. These people read and read every-
thing they get their hands on—except the Bible. You would suppose that
having grown up in this land I could speak their language and I do get by
fairly well in the markets and in general conversation but just let me try
to describe the Gospel and they get a blank, embarrassed expression.

(Continued on page 15)
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This article, by the

pastor of the San Diego
Friends Church, is

continued from last

month’s NORTHWEST FRIEND

A CONCEPT OF

The CHURCH

By Eugene McDonald

HERE ARE some helpful insights for us
z in the following story: The Peoples

Church in downtown St. Paul had a fire
and burned to the ground. The eight foot
marble statue. "The Appealing Christ" had
been housed in the church along with other
art treasures. It had fallen through the floor
to the basement but by a miracle had been
unharmed. The Statue was brought out and
stood in the street with flares around it to
protect it from the motorists. There hun-
dreds of people saw it for the first time.
They hadnot even been aware of its presence
in the city before the fire. Christ was in the
church but the crowd that passed by knew
nothing of His presence.

The church should not be digging in or on
the defensive but should be onthe attack: "I
will build my church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it." We are on the
offensive and our task might be likened to that
of an aircraft carrier where with many hands
aboard and the assignments numerous and
varied, the one purpose for it allistolaunch
those planes at specific targets. So does the
concern of God for his creatures compel us
to go out; our targets are the hearts of men
and our weapons are truth and love.

Avisitation effort is not thewhole answer
put it is abeginning. What is needed is teach-
ing and training in witnessing; where we un-
fierstand teaching as learning about,thetrain-
ing as learning to do. People do not witness
because they do not know how. They are
afraid because they do not know how to begin
or how to follow through once the subject is
opened up. A weekly visitation thrust pro-
vides the element in which we grow into ef-
fective witnesses.

Afew arefound who have some experience
andtheir present tasks are assignedto others
in order that they can be free for this min-
istry. The inexperienced are paired with
these persons and they are sent out two by
two after a few initial training sessions. The
witness must not be for the church or some

system of beliefs, but must be around the
question: ''What think ye of Christ?"

Itis important to seethat thethree differ-
ent aspects of thetask are: witnessing, soul-
winning, follow-up. We are simply to witness
to the fact that we have found that Christ is
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the answer. This maylead to atime in which
we can help another find Him. Then will be-
gin the adventure of follow-up, a person to
person, one to one relationship whichwill re-
quire time on our part. We follow-up to the
point of bringing the new believer to the place
where he is going out with us and finally until
he is training another.

When we have come this far, we will find
that we are witnessing all thetime wherever
weare. This isthe goal for which we sought.

MAKING MEMBERSHIP MEANINGFUL

In our going out to '"compel them to come
in" it must be seen that "in'' means Christ,
commitment and discipleship. In visitation
our loop iswide, and the task of witnessingis
to bring as many as possibleto an encounter
with Him, but the funnel narrows quickly at
the point of church membership. Today,
most churches areloaded withnominal mem-
bers—genial, friendly folk who are ignorant
of the Bible and innocent of disciplined Chris-
tian commitment. Perhaps some recovery
canbe realized amongthoseon our rolls, and
certainly an effort characterized by patience
and concern should be made. This should be
followed by "honesty' where we face thefact
that some are in no sense fulfilling the barest
meaning of membership and who seemtohave
no interest in doing so.

There is need for a deep and an intense
training program inpreparationfor member-
ship. The customary procedure of adding
new members without the slightest bit of real
challenge to commitment to New Testament
truthsis at the core of the problems and{fail-
ures we have observed.

Membership should involve a challenge,
a warning and an exhortation onthe opportun-
ities involved. It must be presented as the
undertaking of a task and the acceptance of
a discipline. Some discipline is absolutely
necessary for a vital Christian fellowship.
We must demand something of ourselves
and of those who would be on mission with
us. There must be agreement upon specif-
ics and a re-dedication of ourselves tothese
disciplines yearly. We must realize the impor-
tance of the influence of each one and that"a
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." Even
one who is not committed can disrupt the
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whole if he does not think or act out of a Chris-
tian conscience.

One meeting has made agood start in ap-
proving the following plan of study for pros-
pective new members. Each week the indi-
viduals in the class are asked to study some
of the assignments listed below and togive a
brief report in the class session. The hour
and a half sessions are centered around a
chapter by chapter study of the Family of
Friends booklet. Twelve weeks should be
allowed to cover the following material in a
discussion situation:

(1) Read the New Testament through.

Living Letters (The paraphased
Epistles suggested)
(2) Hailey's Bible Handbook
a. General information pp 18-25
b. How wegot the Bible pp 854-855
c. Church History pp 856-901
(3) Peace With God by Billy Graham.
Excellent for:
a. Doctrines of the Christian Faith
b. Instruction in Christian living
(4) Christian Committ Yourself by Paul S,
Rees
(5) Family of Friends
(6) Friends Constitution and Discipline
Special attention is given to the fol-
lowing subjects:
Historical
The Church
Essential Truth
Baptism
The Supper of the Lord
Public Worship
. Queries
(7) Remembering Our Heritage - Studies
in Friends Beliefs
(8) Other suggested reading for future
study:
a. The Secret of a Happy Christian
Life
b. Through Gates of Splendor
c. Through Flaming Sword

RO TP

The only way to make membership mean-
ingful is to restrict it to the committed. We
would not ask anything whichwas unnecessary
but we would unflinchingly hold up the essen-
tials which are seen to be:

a. the witness of the indwelling
Holy Spirit

b. agreement upon doctrines

c. acceptance of a discipline

d. willingness to serve in Christ's
mission

We might assumethat (a) has always been
a requirement, but if so we would be mis-
taken. In (b) we cometo a requirement which
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has sometimes been circumvented. When
there is laxity in clearly presenting the doc-
trines of Friends a root of bitterness often
goes uncovered only to spring up at a later
date into a disruption which unsettles the
entire group.

THE IMPORTANCE OF DOCTRINES

Doctrines are important! The ''simple
gospel" is that, but there is a well of truth
which Godis but waitingto reveal tothe seek-
ing heart. The doctrines which come from
the Bible are meant to guide us in a life of
faith and cannot be ignored. They are im-
portant, because they are revelation, and
we must make some decision about these
truths as soon as they are impressed upon
us by God.

The word ''doctrine' means teaching. We
cannot intelligently avoid deciding what it is
the New Testament is saying. This is basic
in our discipleship for we will ultimately be
only what we believe; it is paramount in our
witness and in our follow up; if we are to
teach others we must decide what we are go-
ing to teach. As for the working together in
the church fellowship we would apply the
truth: "how cantwo walk together except they
be agreed? "

This is not to crush individual conscience
for we would say with Paul, 'not for that we
have dominion over your faith, but are help-
ers of your joy.'" This matter of commitment
to Christ and the church should be tempered
with the instruction of Paul: 'him that is
weak in the faith receiveye, but not to doubt-
ful disputation."

If there is serious disagreement, then it
would be best to wait until there is a clear
leading on the matter. We should be pre-
pared to realize that not all believers will
want to be Quakers, and that membership is
meant to involve more than "acceptance' of
Christ.

RECOVERY OF DISCIPLINE

We say we must allow freedom, but we de-
nounce the truth of the yoke of Christ which
is the only path to true freedom. Milton
wrote: '"There is not that thing in the world
of more importance throughout the whole life
of man than discipline." Arthur Roberts has
said, ''discipline is necessary even if some
is worthless." The kindly way of well-bred
people who welcome all into their company,
who have a sense of humor and don't raise

(Continued on page 11)
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NAE World Relief
Commission Plans
Viet Nam Training Center

Friends of our Yearly Meeting are inter-
ested ina momentous step in the field of
Christian relief which has just been taken by
the Viet Nam Director of the N, A. E. World
Relief Commission, Inc., Robert L. Davis,
in signing a contract with Tran Ngoc Lieng,
Social Welfare Minister of Viet Nam.

The pact signified the initial go-ahead on
a World Relief Commission long-range plan
to establish abasic educational institution, an
agricultural training school and a vocational
education program to be known collectively
as the Christian Lay Leadership Training
Center.

The Center will provide basis facilities
for young Vietnamese to learn trades and
crafts by which they can help their fellow
countrymen to help themselves. Specific
objectives of the Center are:

1. Practical on-the-job training of youth
in modern methods of agriculture and
industry.

2. Assistance for war-orphans and under-
privileged youth,

3. Understanding of the Christian Faith
and Life asthebasisfor building char-
acter and setting life-goals.

4. Development of community leadership
and self-help extension projects.

The Center will be located in the ancient
imperial city of Hue in the economically-de-
ficient provinces of Thua Thien and Quang
Tri. Inthis area are approximately one mil-
lion Vietnamese, including eight or tenthou-
sand Bru and Pakoh mountain tribespeople.

Davis, a Christian and Missionary Alliance
missionary with six years of experience in
Viet Nam, surveyed the needs of this critical

area and set forth the following goals in the
development of the Christian Lay Leadership
Training Center:

1. Phase A - 1966 to 1967 - Training of
a nucleus group of Vietnamese to be-
come teachers with specific emphasis
on the development of the farm, the
school, indigenous industries, dormi-
tories and a grade school

2. Phase B - 1967 to1969 - Extension of
activities to include a larger enroll-
ment, continuing development of the
farm, industries, dormitories and
school, and to start a vocational/ac-
ademic high school and Christian lead-
ership school.

3. PhaseC - 1969 to 1971 - Total enroll-
ment projected to at least 500 students.
Development of all aspects of program
initiated in previous phases. A large
percentage of self-support attained at
this point from farm produce and man-
ufactured merchandise, and all pro-
grams under Vietnamese leadership.

Unhesitating recognition was given this
undertaking of the N. A. E. Warld Relief Com-
mission by the U.S. Aid for International
Development Mission, the Viet Nam Food for
Peace Director, Raymond Gordon, and the
Vietnamese government.

Davis, fluent in the Vietnamese language,
will be assisted by James Green, an Amer-
ican who, along with Vietnamese language
ability, has spent five years in the country
and is a University of Hue graduate. )

PEACE BOARD URGES PRAYER

Atthis time of crisis when the eyes of the
world are focused on Viet Nam, the Board of
Peace and Service is calling on the Friends
of Oregon Yearly Meeting to put their con-
fidence in our Almighty God.

Weurge every church of our Yearly Meet-
ing to call its members to daily prayer. Let
us pray for the ceasing of this war in Viet
Nam. We call your attention to this thought
from Prayer Capsules by Margaret E. Bishop:
"Prayer based on God's Word is the only
weapon man canuse today to touch the invisi-
ble foe."

And we have this promise of II Chronicles
7:14, that God will hear from heaven and heal
the land if His people which are called by His
name will humble themselves and pray and
seek His face.

—L. Merle Green, President
Board of Peace and Service
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E ARE HAPPY to present to Northwest

Friend readers, one of Oregon Yearly

Meeting's newest missionaries—Nick
Maurer.

Coming from California, where Nick at-
tended high school and Oakland City College,
he entered George Fox College in 1962, grad-
uating in 1965. It was while attending the Youth
Ambassador Training Workshop that he met
Alice Hampton, and three years later they
were married.

Let Nick tell inhis own words of his con-
version and call to the mission field:

"As the result of half-hearted church
attendance at Berkeley Friends for five
years, during whichtimeJesus was revealed
more and more, together with my own need
of salvation, in August, 1955, I realized my
hopeless condition and asked Jesus to save
me. I was really born again. All became
new, from the way things looked, to my own
attitudes, values, and purposes. God's
Word faithfully preached, as well as my own
reading of it; prayers of Christians for me,
and the example of Godly lives, were the
main factors as I look back. From my con-
version, I felt called intofull-time Christian
service, and for this reason came to George
Fox College. During Youth Ambassador work
at Meadows Valley in 1964, Mark Roberts
visited and shared the Peruvian Aymaras'’
plea to hear the Gospel. God seemed to say,
'l can use you tohelp answertheir heartcry.'
When Alice wrote that she too felt the call
and would be happy as a missionary, I was
doubly assured of the call to missionary
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Nicholas Maurer

By Carolann Palmer

service in Peru. Of course we prayed much
about this and the Lord gave us such peace
and confidence in Himself there was left no
doubt. While I had not felt a definite call to
mission service before this, since sensing
God's call into general Christian service
I never had put aside the possibility in this
area.'

The Lord brought many influences into
Nick's life to be a missionary. Among these
was the direct Word of God,a desire to share
the Gospel with others; plus the testimony of
other missionaries. These all gradually
brought into focus God's perfect plan.

II Corinthians 5:19 is Nick's favorite
verse because it contains Christ's diety,
atoning and forgiving purpose and our respon-
sibility. "God was in Christ, reconciling
the world unto Himself, not imputing their
trespasses unto them; and hath committed
unto us the word of reconciliation."

Nick's answer to the question, '""What do
you like best? " was "Christian fellowship."
"Least?'" - "oatmeal mush''!

Nick and Alice will leave in December for
two terms of language school in San Jose,
Costa Rica, then to Peru next September.

As they leave, they request prayer: 1.
That the Lord will give us a greater capacity
to love the unlovely; 2. to be able to adjust
to and understand new people and culture;
3. for physical health and stamina; 4. for a
closer walk with the Lord.

Next month, meet Alice.



The following is taken from the
sessions of the joint Minister's
Conference held in Califomia last
spring. This will give an opportunity
for the reader to view the minister
and his wife as. ..

Paztners in the Pazsonage

DEAS AND opinions were freely express-

ed by the seldom-heard-from feminine

members of the parsonage teams at
their meetings during Pastors Conference
heldin Northern California last spring. These
expressions were quite revealing and, per-
haps, worthy of further airing.

In the session for pastors' wives direct-
ed by Mildred Rinard, the women agreed that
next to salvation and dedication tothe Lord's
service, the parsonage woman must possess
a sense of humor. Who but a preacher's
wife would know how to react when the coo-
coo clock struck eight right in the midst of a
solemn home wedding ceremony ?

In the second session for the parsonage
women led by Maxine Ball, the following
question was discussed: '"What do you most
appreciate about your preacher husband? "
It was not surprising that the majority of
answers showed the wife's gratitude for her
husband’s willingness to consider his family,
as well as his church, and to ungrudgingly
devote some of his time to those of his own
household. Others spoke gratefully of their
husband's willingness to help in tasks about
the parsonage, thus releasing the wife to
help in work of the church.

One wife explained her feelings this way:
"T appreciate my husband because he allows
me to be myself without fitting into a cast
formed by some people who say 'This is
what a pastor's wife should be'."

Other qualities calling forth the wives'
appreciation included: spiritual insight,
unselfishness, moral integrity, kindness,
patience, ability to 'keep confidential mat-
ters', good business management, and
thoughtfulness—to the extent that "he con-
sults me before inviting guests to dinner at
the parsonage".

Several wives appreciated the fact that
their husbands nevertoldthem what the ser-
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mons were going to be about on Sunday;
therefore, they ''could listen to the sermon
as one of the congregation."

One wife summarized her attitude thus:
'"T appreciate my husband's taking the leader-
ship in spiritual matters; but at the same
time he makes me feel that we are partners
in the parsonage. Through theyears wehave
learned the strengths and weaknesses of each
other until we instinctively defer or take the
lead without a feeling of competition or jeal-
ousy."

The husband who would have won the blue
ribbon award—had one been given—was the
preacher who "pitches in and helps clean
house when I'm in a bind and getting rea@y
for company. He has assumed as his daily
task getting breakfast for the family gvery'
morning. Why shouldn't I appreciate him?

Some humorous as well as practical
answers resulted from the question: ""What
are some things you wish preachers wouldnft
do?" While the preachers' wives made it
perfectly clear they were not referring to
their own husbands, they emphatically de-
clared a dissatisfaction for any husband who
would bring company home to dinner with-
out first making arrangements to do so.

Regarding the content of sermons, the
wives were not slow to reveal their dislikes.
Some of their reactions were as follows: "I
don't like ministers over-using 'I' and "MY".
They shouldn't usetheir wives or children as
the butt of their jokes or stories.' ''Some
preachers are too dogmatic in their ideas.
They shouldn't sulk or get hurt if folks don't
go along with them 100% in everything."
"Trivia, worn-out jokes, and unnecessary
details make it hard for meto listento some
ministers." 'I wish preachers wouldn't re-
preachtheir sermons intheir benediction and
I don't like preachers always saying, '"Now
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you would know this person if I told you his
name'"

A very pertinent thought was expressed by
the wife who declared, 'T dislike preachers
using big words or words in another language
until no one knows what he is talking about!"
Another asked: "Why don't preachers plan
their services before they get on the plat-
form? I wish they wouldn't whisper to the
song leader or other peoplein the opening of
the services. They think it's awful for us in
the congregation to do that."

Astolength of sermons, one wife declared,
"I wish preachers wouldn't be sotedious, but
would say what they have to say and then sit
down, evenif it isn't 12 o'clock yet!" "I wish
preachers could see themselves at worship
services," another said. 'I do wish they
wouldn't look at their sermon notes or study
the Bible during song service. They should
tg.ke part right along with the congregationin
singing."

A number of the women agreed that man-
nerisms detract from sermon delivery. But
one wife felt she could tolerate mannerisms
as long as the preacher 'didn't comb his
hair on his way to, or after he gets to the
platform." As to ministerial attire, one of
the women declared: "I don't think the min-
ister should always wear a white shirt and
tie, never appearing as just a common ordi-
nary person.'

Nonetheless, the preachers' wives from
Oregon and California unanimously concluded
that they all had wonderful preacher husbands.
Each and every one was grateful that the
Lord had permitted them to be partners in
the parsonages. L

-— By One of the Preachers' Wives

Around George Fox College
DO YOU KNOW THAT. . .

the Quarterly Meeting Scholarships are be-
ing featured for the offerings on George Fox
College Day? It is hoped that support will
come, not only for the eight scholarships for
this year, but that a number of meetings will
help to underwrite those for our pastors’ and
missionaries’ children.

the Associated Christian Colleges of Oregon
(of which George Fox is a charter member)
now has offices at Tigard and is holding night
classes there at the Fowler Junior High
School three nights a week? Dr. Lansing
Bulgin, provost, is in charge.
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New Meridian Friends
Church Dedicated

By Clynton Crisman

N OCTOBER 24 at 2:30 p. m. approximate-
ly 250 people gathered at the new Friends
Church at Meridian, Idaho for the ded-

ication service.

Just a year ago the site of this fine build-
ing was a pasture where the pastor's horses
grazed quietly. But an abrupt change came
about with the appearance of a bulldozer to
level the ground, and the ensuing year has
seen an abundance of activity. Hugh Mc-
Nichols from Star gave direction to the con-
struction work and Warren and Edith Moor
came with their trailer house, staying some
four months to help with the building. The
people from the congregation gave of their
time, making it possiblethat a lovely church
could be built with a minimum of hired help.
All this addedup tothefact that this beautiful
building with 5,000 square feet of floor space
was built for approximately $25,000.

The dedication service began with a con-
gregational song, '"All Hail the Power of
Jesus' Name,' led by Randall Emry, pastor
of Whitney church in Boise, the mother
church. A welcome was extended to the as-
sembled group by Dorwin Smith, pastor.
Helen Sheirbon related the history of the
church. She was chosen for this task as she
was one of the first to express a concernfor
a Friends Church in Meridian.

Robert Beeson, Clerk, gave acknowledg-
ments of the many who had made the building
a reality. Mayor Don M. Storey extended
greetings, welcoming Friends to the city.

After a number by a male quartet from
Greenleaf, Acting Superintendent Clynton
Crisman brought a message based on the
dedication of Solomon's temple. He challeng-
ed the congregation to keep the fire on the
altar even as it fell on the temple. He re-
minded that the building is only a means to

an end, that of winning men and womento the
Lord Jesus Christ.

One of the highlights of the service was the
surprise presentation of a new automatic
coffee maker along with a check for $26 to
Dorwin and Marita Smith in appreciation of
their leadership, without which Meridian
Friends Church would probably not have be-
come a reality. @
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New People Join
Headquarters Staff

IGNIFICANT personnel changes have been

made recently among officers and head-

quarters staff of Oregon Yearly Meeting
of Friends Church.

Joining the headquarters staff as secretary
to the superintendent is Miss Leta Hickman,
recently of Long Beach, California, who with
her mother, Mrs. Florence Hickman, will
take up residence in Newberg. Miss Hick-
man, sister of Mrs. Hubert Thornburg of
Dundee, comes to the Friends Church head-
quarters with a background of 21 years of
secretarial work for the State of California.
Of this time 14 years were spent with the
Dgpartment of Education as secretary to the
District Superintendent of the Department of
Vocational Rehabilitation. From 1958 until
Sep‘_cgmber, 1965, Miss Hickman held the
pPosition of Administrative Assistant to the
Superintendent of Fairview State Hospital, an
Institution for the retarded located in Costa
Mesa, California.

Announcement has also been made of the
appointment of Mr. Ralph Arensmeier, New-
berg, Oregon, as treasurer of Oregon Yearly
Meetm‘g of Friends Church. Mr. Arensmeier,
replacing Mr. Roger Minthorne of Portland,
1S currently on the staff of George Fox Col-
lege as Student Financial Advisor. He and
Mrs. Arensmeier are head residents at Ed-
wards Hall on the George Fox campus. A
bgckground of financial and business expe-
Tience in southern Oregon qualifies Mr.
Arepsmeier forthis new appointment. In as-
Sociation with the office of the treasurer,
comes also the appointment of Mrs. Arlene
Moore as assistant treasurer. Mrs. Moore,
the wife of Dr. George Moore, Dean of Fac-
ulty of George Fox College, serves part-time
as nurse at Friendsview Manor, Newberg.

Other additions to the headquarters staff
are Mr. Ron Stansell, Field Secretary for the
Fr}ends Youth of Oregon Yearly Meeting of
Friends and Mr. Ralph Chapman, coordinator
for Friends Missionary Literature Service,
the newly organized literature arm of Oregon
Yearly Meeting of Friends in its ministry in
Spanish and the Aymara Indian dialect of
Bolivia and Peru, South America. Mr. Stan-
sell, in addition tohis Friends Youth respon-
sibilities, is a student at Western Evangelical
Seminary, Jennings Lodge, Oregon. )

0

Lita Hickman, new secretary at OYM Headquarters.

Overseas Food Relief

By Rolland Hartley

T IS GETTING so that in order to show
the bent of one's philosophy—whether the
topicis Viet Nam, the race issueor sim-

ply opposition to the opposition—the popular
thing is to stand, sit,run, walk or sleep "in. "
Who quietly goes about helping others? He
may not make the headlines, picture captions
or draw much attention to himself, but there
islittle doubt that his one man action program
does more good.

Again the Peace and Service Boardis urg-
ing the support of the overseas food relief
program. The drive will be initiated on Dec-
ember 5, this year and will extend through
March of 1966. The Christmas season is
felt tobe an appropriate launching time, since
giving at this season isthe custom, and Chris-
tians love to give.

Why not tithe your Christmas spending this
year to help buy car loads of foodfor the hun-
gry people abroad? If we were to ponder a
moment, it would be easily seenthat the bulk
of Christmas spendingis for those withinthe
walls of our own homes. Does it sound a
little selfish when translated into the tens of
thousands of dollars which we Friends spend
on ourselves?

Two hundred and seventy-five dollars will
pay for the transportation of a railroad car-
load of government surplus food to destitute
people overseas. Oregon Yearly Meeting
Friends raised over $2,600.00 last year. Let's
see what we can do with the challenge again
this year. e
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CONCEPT cornes

their voices when they speak seems an in-
adequate way of maintaining membership in
a movement which claimsto berevolutionary
in impact. Some discipline is absolutely
necessary for a vital Christian Fellowship.

Under the section entitled ""Rules for Mem-
bership'" in the California Yearly Meeting
"Faith and Practice'" (Discipline), appear
the following instructions concerning prepar-
ation: "-—to instruct andguide applicants for
membership in their search for truth, to
ascertain whether the applicant makes a sin-
cereprofession of faith in Christ and accepts
the principles of Christianity as held by
Friends, and whether he will share in the
financial obligations of the Meeting. It (Min-
istry and Counsel) shall advise the applicant
that regularity in attendance and faithfulness

1r;lservice are also obligations of member-
s 1p‘ "

Discipline is necessary for our own sakes,
for the sake of the Father, and for the sake
of others. Remembering the necessity of (a)
and (b) above as has already been discussed
we would suggest the following as minimum
disciplines:

(1) Daily private or family devotions

(2) Total abstinence from alcohol and to-
bacco

(3) Agreement totithe ortobeginarrang-
ing affairs in order to reach this goal
as soon as possible

(4) Attendance at morning worship and
monthly meeting unless there is a
validreason that one can give his Lord
for not being present. Each should
desire to do more in this matter of
attendance but would accept the above
as a minimun.

(5) Agreement to refrain from gossip and
talebearing. John Wesley's ''Six
points of Methodism' were:

a. That we will not listen to or in-
quire after any ill concerning each
other.

b. That, if we hear any ill concern -
ing each other, we willnot be for-
ward (not in a hurry) tobelieveit.

c. That as soon as possible we will
communicate what we hear, by
speaking to or writing to the per-
son concerned.

d. That until we have done this we
will not write or speak a syllable
of it to any other person whatso-
ever.

e. That neither will we mention it,
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after we have done this, to any
other person whatsoever.

f. That we will make no exceptions
to these rules, unless we think
ourselves absolutely obliged in
conscience to do so.

James gives us thepromisethat if we can
rout the enemy in this matter of our tongue
we can have victory over the whole man.

It is interesting to hear of the solution
found by William Carey (the '"father of modern
missions') shortly after going to the Harvey
Lane Baptist Church in Leicester. Eugene
Harrison tells the following: ""He found the
church in a state of disunion, dishonor and
spiritual impotence, due largely to world-
liness and resultant evils among the members.
He prayed and preached most fervently, but
conversions were impossible in such an at-
mosphere and the pastor was heartbroken.
Eventually, he determined upon abold course
-—one that many churches in the twentieth
century could doubtless follow to great ad-
vantage. He proposed that the church mem-
bership be dissolved, that a solemn covenant
embodying New Testament faith, life and dis-
cipline be prepared, and that only those ac-
cepting this covenant be accepted as members
of the newly-constitutedchurch. This was
done; the churchwas revived; worldly nettles
gave place to the fruitage of the Spirit; and,
in response to the preaching from the pulpit
and witnessing in the homes, there were
many conversions."

EVALUATING OUR STRUCTURES

We are aware of heretical doctrines (ex-
ceptforthe more subtle ones perhaps) butwe
must alsobe aware of "heretical structure.”
Structures are simply the earthen vessels for
the Holy Spirit: the vehicles to convey truth,
love, and the power of God to wherever and
whatever the needs of men may be. We will
always need some structures to express and
embody our life and work as the Church of
Jesus Christ.

A great error is that our objectives are
assumed. Once we define our purpose, then
itis only natural that the next stepis to eval-
uate the things we aredoingin thelight of that
purpose. If we accept our purpose as that of
evangelism which includes winning, con-
serving, and reproducing, then needs are to
be met and issues decidedin referenceto the
contribution made toward fulfilling our pur-
pose. Points of analysis would be as follows:

(1) What is good in our program?

(Continued on page 12)
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(2) What are we doing that we could do

more effectively?

(3) What are we doing that is not con-

tributing?

(4) What are we not doing that we ought to

be doing?

The core is our purpose, andgrowing out
of that are the essential elements which are
seen as vehicles, agencies, or toolsthrough
which the purpose is put to work and made
active. This means that a Sunday School Class
or Friends Youth meeting, etc., must have
as it's aim (1) winning others (2) building up
the believer in Christ (3) or training in wit-
nessing or service. Thus, anything which is
not aimeddirectly at one of these goals should
be laid aside, so that time will be available
towork out new approachestothe needs which
God would impress upon us. That which is
goodiskept, but all must submit itself to con-
tinual evaluation that we might be as effec-
tive as possible in the holy task entrusted to
us.

This means that we must not defend ques-
tionable activities which are our 'pets' or
that wedare notbe so rigid and unimaginative
as to gage everything inthelight of the way it
was done 'back East' or else where.

AGENTS OF RECONCILIATION

We now broach a much neglected area
wherethereis much needfor adedicated im-
agination. When courting a girl, cultivating
a business prospect, or planning an addition
to our dwelling we have ideas on what to do.
Why not imagination for an effective Chris-
tian witness developing in a natural way from
a ministry of reconciliation. Our concept of
"souls' must be enlargedto include the whole
man.

Many of us are unaware or are pre-oc-
cupied with our own little world, so there is
great need for us to cultivate sensitivity and
awareness. The love of God that is shed
abroad in our hearts will enable usto seethe
worth of the individual. We must see that it
is not enough to be reconciled ourselves but
that to us is committed "the ministry of re-
conciliation.” Itis astrue withthe churchas
with the individual that "whosoever keepeth
hislife shall lose it and whosoever shall lose
hislife for my sake and the gospels shall find
i

Human love may bedescribed as reaction-
in-kind for we by nature love those who love
us. Jesusdrewthedistinction between human
love and the love of God shed abroad in our
hearts when he said: "for if ye love them

2

which love you, what reward have ye? Do
not even the publicans the same? "

Thus, God's love is a fruit of the Spirit
for we are helpless to muster this kind of
love on our own. Divine love is creative for
it knows the worth of the individual. Surely
this is what Paul meant when he wrote: "—
he died for all, that they which live should
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto
him which died for them, and rose again.
Wherefore henceforth know we no man after
the flesh!' With the mind of Christ we see
each individual as an immortal soul. Christ
wept over Jerusalem and his heart was con-
tinually broken as he saw the hold that sin had
upon people's lives. We love, we serve, we
give ourselves tothose in need for this isthe
nature of God— "but God commended his love
toward us in that while we were yet sinners
Christ died for us,” What we are willing to
dofor men depends ultimately on our concep-
tion of what they actually can be in Christ.

FELLOWSHIP OF REDEMPTION

That which separates the church from all
other groups is redemption. Redemptionde-
fines our purpose, fellowship means wedo it
together. Thus fellowshipis seentobe aby-
product by mission.

The Constitution guarantees the pursuit of
happiness, but youneverfind happiness when
you pursueitdirectly. The reason is that you
areturnedin uponyourself, desiring to please
self, which is the root cause of the absence
of peace, joy, and happiness. Happiness
comes as you give yourself to a meaningful
cause which benefits others, but it comesas
a by-product. The same is true of freedom.
Freedom only comes as we submit ourselves
to Christ and become a "love slave'' to Him.
We were never really free, only free to
choose. We are forever a servant of our
choices, whether sin or Christ. So freedom
comes not directly but as a result of sub mis-
sion, "—take my yoke uponyou and learn of
me."

Thefellowship we seek and need must come
out of our meeting together in the service of
the gospel. This is the real and meaningful
fellowship in Christ and comes on a deep level.
Fellowship for its own sake leaves only a
sour taste in the mouth. Witness the fellow-
ship experienced by twowho are out calling on
others inthe name of Christ, or thetogether-
ness and good will of a group planning or pre-
paring a meal where the gospel is to bepre-
sented.

(Continued to next page)
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HONORING CORPORATE WORSHIP

I have come to believe that the Lord hon-
ors the corporate worship of His people in a
way that is altogether unique. In this day of
seeking pleasure and material things, the
temptation is for believers to use Sunday
along with Saturday as a twoday escapefrom
the hustle and bustle of a busy life. One has
said that when a manbuys aboat or a camper
you might as well write him off as being an
effective servant of Christ. The Corporate
meeting of the Church on First Day morning
must be the first order of discipline if we ex-
pect to know the power of God inour meet-
ings. If we were to covenant with God as a
Church to seek Him in worship every Sunday
and know that whatever comes we have made
our decisionforthat day. I believe God would
honor that with a manifestation of Himself
that would change our lives, our church, and
then the lives of many.

It is our duty and privilege to render that
reverence, honor, and adoration to God that
he requires (which is worship). Robert Bar-
clay has written these fine words: 'When
assembled, the great work of all ought to be
to wait upon God; and returning out of our
own thoughts and imaginations, to feel the
Lord's presence, and know a gathering into
his name indeed, where he is in the midst,
according to his promise."

UNDERSTANDING UNITY

There are two ways of welding people to-
gether: (1) a negative way, where a common
bondis realizedin being against some outward
threat. This is a temporary unity as a res-
ponse to a common danger suchas a tornado
or flood. We have a limited unity if we are
anti-communists or anti something else. But
we know that as soon as the source of danger
passesthe old life returns withit'sdivisions
and animosities. The only enduring way to
have spiritual solidarity is (2) by common
devotion to a great cause. It is ultimately
the only true way by which men can be united
and inspired. Our cause is the cause of
Christ and the Gospel.

We will have unity to the degree we are
given as individuals and as a body to this
cause to which we are called. (Unity is not
uniformity. It is not everyone thinking alike;
not the absence of differences, but the spirit
of love which makes our differences contri-
butions for we are enriched and taught by one
another.) '"At low tide there may be multi-
tudes of separated pools along the shore. At
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high tide they are brought together and the
little distinctions are lost in the splendid
union of a powerful flood. It is thatwaywhen
the love of God and man takes precedence in
the hearts of Christian people; as the tide of
love rises, distinctions disappear, and while
people willnot see or think exactly alike, they
will rise together in a higher concern. If we
are concerned only with our own selves or our
own group we might well expect to 'bite and
devour one another' and if we are caught up
in the eternal purpose of the gospel we will
know unity and lovewhich 'covereth a multi-
tude of sins.'"

It is said that William Booth, the founder
of the "Salvation Army' was on his death bed
while the leaders of that fine movement were
laying plans for their organization and minis-
try, and that he requested that a dispatch be
sent to the group. It contained only one word:
"OTHERS."

We cannot improve on that, and in a word
it sums up what we have been trying tobring
to our minds and hearts as a working concept
of the church. o

WELCOME!

25th ANNIVERSARY

ROSEMERE
FRIENDS CHURCH

3115 St. Johns Boulevard
Vancouver, Washington

SPECIAL SPEAKERS

November 26-28,1965
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WOMEN'S MISSIONARY UNION

Retreat at Pendleton

By Gertrude Ankeny

OME 110 LADIES of Oregon Yearly Meet-

ing gathered at Pendleton, Oregon, Sept-

ember 28 - October 1, for the 11than-
nual Women's Missionary Union Retreat. The
theme of this year's conference was "Prec-
ious Jewels."

The three evening services were high-
lighted by the messages of guest speaker,
Grace Petticord, wife of the president of
Western Evangelical Seminary in Portland.
Inspiring messages on the theme were given
by her on the topics: We AreJewels of God's
Creation; We AreJewels of His Choosing; and
We Are Jewels of His Shaping, on the three
successive evenings. Mrs. Petticord com-
pared each person's life to aprecious jewel
which must be cut and polished by a Master
Craftsman in order that the beauty and luster
of the jewel can shine forth. The heart must
be like aprism through which God's light can
shine, and one's talents should be facets
which reflect God's love.

May Nordyke, president of the yearly
meeting W. M. U. spoke during the morning
devotional periods, and showed colored slides
of her trip to Bolivia and Peru last spring.
The women were shown pictures and were
challenged to pray for the officers of the
Bolivian women's organization, which was
organizedon a Quarterly Meeting level while
May was there.

During other sessions of thetwodays, the
various chairmen of committees reportedon
their plans for the current year. Dorothy
Morse, foreign projects chairman, presented
the items needed by Nick and Alice Maurer
for their outfitting for missionary service.
A 'kitchen products' shower was also given
Marie Chapman and Florene Nordyke, by
the women present.

Oregon Yearly Meeting of Friends Church
MID-YEAR BOARD MEETINGS

for all members of Yearly Meeting Boards

FEBRUARY 21-25,1966
Newberg, Oregon
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Other areas of special WMU interest
whichwere presented were the home projects,
prayer unit, devotionals, program books,
membership and the reading program. As
revealed in the treasurer's report, the wo-
men of Oregon Yearly Meeting are giving
$180 per month for the support of the Comfort
family on the mission field, and here at home
are contributing $100 per month to Meridian
and $75 per month to Clackamas Park.

Sixty of the eighty active unions in the
yearly meeting had at least one representa-
tive present at Retreat. Hayden Lake union
led the list with six women present.

Retreat closed on Thursday evening with
the traditional "testimony time' when many
of the women present witnessed to the bless-
ings received during the two-day sessionse
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EGIN NOW TO make plans for the second

annual churchchoir conference and fes-

tival to be held Saturday, March 5, 1966.
The place will be announced in the December
Northwest Friend. Here aretwo of the num-
bers which will be used as mass choir num-
bers.

No. 2498. HE WATCHING OVER ISRAEL,
from Elijah-Mendelssohn, G. Schirmer,
New York, N.Y.

No. 1756. THANKS BE TO GOD- Stan-
ley Dickson, Boosy and Hawks. P.O.
Box 418, Lynbrook, N.Y.

Thethird number will be announced later.

Get your copies early and start practicing !

This conference is open to any Friends

Church Choirsthat wish toparticipate, espe-
cially for the churches of the coast quarterly
meetings, Puget Sound, S.W.Washington,
Portland, Newberg and Salem. A more com-
plete announcement of plans will be in the
next issue. Begin to pray and work for the
success of this venture. Any suggestions
for improvement over last year will be
greatly welcomed and appreciated. e
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Harold Thomas
To Serve in Guatemala

HROUGH COOPERATIVE efforts of Ore-

gon and California Yearly Meetings, a

young Friend, Harold Thomas, has ini-
tiated a twoyear program of alternative ser-
vice which is designed to take him to Guate-
mala, Central America.

Appointment of Harold Thomas to a term
of service in Guatemala has been made pos-
sible under the Board of Peace and Service
of Oregon Yearly Meeting, which is a qual-
ified sponsoring agency under the Selective
Service program. Since the work in which
Harold is to be engaged is indirect relation-
ship withthe California Friends missionfield
in Guatemala, he will be under the employ-
ment of California Yearly Meeting and will
receive his supportfromthis source. Harold
will also have an additional official tie with
Oregon Yearly Meeting representing Friends
Youth as a Youth Ambassador.

Following a period of training in Calif-
ornia, Harold will pilot a weaving project
among the Chorti Indians inJocotan, a neigh-
boring village to Chiquimula, Guatemala. He
will beunder the supervision of Homer Sharp-
less as he develops this project. This will
be followed by approximately one year to be

engaged in maintenance work for the Friends
mission there.

Harold Thomas, the son of William and
Esther May Thomas of Spokane, Washington,
is also a nephew of missionaries David
Thomas in Bolivia and George Thomas in
Burundi. He has completed one year of
studies at George Fox College in Newberg. @

November, 1965

EDITORIAL coninves

They say Christians have a strange jargon.
And some of my friends have worked hard in
mastering 'their' jargon determined to give
them the Gospel in terms theycan't possibly
misunderstand. So far I haven't noticed much
change in attitude generally toward the Bible,
but then maybe I am prejudiced since I have
no flair for linguistics.

The Aymara people, I have heard, are
very poor. The problem of poverty isprom-
inent here too just now. It's making head-
lines. More seriously, it is striking close
to the work of Oregon Friends and I am most
sorry to havetotell youthat our Yearly Meet-
ing this year had to cut the budget of every
board (including of course, our missionary
program), because our church giving was
down last year. This is really disturbing
for while the heathen rage with racy mobility
and colored entertainment the generous spirit
of Christians seems also to be influenced. I
only hope our anti-poverty programs will
result in more missionary giving. But to
date, prosperity doesn't seem to bring many
dividends for extending the kingdom of God.
So I would advise your working as hard as
possible while the people are poor for that
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